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Riata Ranch Homeowners Meetings
	 The Riata Ranch HOA Board of Directors encourages all 
homeowners to participate in the monthly board meetings. The 
meeting is held on the last Tuesday of every month. If you are 
interested in participating please contact SCS management in order 
to add your topic to the meeting agenda. 
	 riatahoa@riataranch.net
	 or
	 Debbie Spaw
	 dspaw@scsmgnt.com 
	 Association Manager
	 SCS Management Services, Inc.
	 7170 Cherry Park Dr.
	 Houston Texas  77095
	 Direct phone: (281) 500-7102
	 Direct fax: (281) 500-7172

Fall Registration Starts Sept. 12 for
Active Seniors in Cy-Fair Community

Free and reduced rate Academy for Lifelong 
Learning classes available at LSC-CyFair

	 Cypress, Texas (Aug. 11, 2008) Check out the new fall schedule for 
the Academy for Lifelong Learning (A.L.L.) at Lone Star College-
CyFair geared for area seniors age 50 and better.
	 More than 40 classes are scheduled with brand new offerings 
such as AARP Driver Safety Class, Election 2008 and The Hobby 
Corner. Among typical A.L.L. class offerings are health and fitness, 
history, art, music, films, personal growth, government and many 
other subjects.
	 An open house with light refreshments is set for 3 p.m. Friday, 
Sept. 12 in the Technology Building, rooms 101 and 102 on the 
LSC-CyFair Barker Cypress campus. Fall registration follows from 
3:30 p.m. to 6 p.m. in the Technology Building, rooms 104 A and 
B. Registration continues Monday, Sept. 15 and Tuesday, Sept. 16 
from 9 a.m. to noon in student registration, located in the Learning 
Commons building.
	 A.L.L. is an organization for active adults, 50 plus years of age, 
offering classes and social activities for continued intellectual and 
personal growth. For an annual membership fee of $10, members 
can take A.L.L.  courses free of charge or at a reduced fee.
	 For information, call 281-290-5273 or go to CyFair.LoneStar.
edu/ALL.

Cy-Fair Lacrosse
Introductory Lacrosse Clinic

	 Cy-fair Lacrosse will be hosting a FREE introductory lacrosse 
clinic on September 13, 2008 from 9 am to 11 am at the East 
side of Matzke Park (13207 Copeland) for boys Grades 4 to 8. 
The purpose of the clinic will be to introduce potential players 
to the sport and promote lacrosse in the Cy-fair area. Equipment 
will be on loan for the clinic. Just bring yourself, your running 
shoes, and a parent / guardian.
	 Why Lacrosse?
	 Lacrosse is a great option for someone looking for a fast 
paced alternative to the “traditional” team sports. Lacrosse is 
the original team sport of North America. It was initially played 
by Native Americans as a way to resolve conflicts. 
	 Lacrosse is a combination of soccer, basketball, and hockey 
all in one.  It is a fast paced and exciting game to play and to 
watch. 
	 Lacrosse is currently one of the fasted growing team sports 
in the US. For the past 10 years Lacrosse has been the fastest 
growing High School sport in the nation and the fastest growing 
NCAA sport for the past 6 years with a 10% annual player 
participation growth rate.
	 So come and see what all the excitement’s about!  We’ll be 
there, just LAX’n.
	 For more information please visit our web-site at:
www.cyfairlacrosse.org

Sing with the Houston Horizon Chorus
	 Learn Christmas songs in 4 part acapella (barbershop) style 
with Houston Horizon Chorus and perform with us in our 
Christmas concert December 16th at Grace Presbyterian Church. 
No experience necessary; just be able to carry a tune
Rehearsals:
	 When: Tuesdays, October 7th to December 9th 7-9 pm
	 Where: Unity Church of Christianity
	 	   2819 Hillcroft, Houston (near Westheimer) 
	 Cost: FREE!!!!!!!!
	 Call 877-571-4465 to register and come have the time of 
your life singing holiday music and making new friends! www.
houstonhorizon.org
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Emergency 
Sheriff....................................................................713-221-6000 
Fire Department.....................................................281-855-1110
Cy-Fair Medical Center.........................................281-890-4285
Memorial City Hospital.........................................713-932-3000
Poison Control.......................................................800-222-1222
Schools
Cypress Fairbanks ISD..........................................281-897-4000
Posta Elementary...................................................281-345-3660
Spillane Middle .....................................................281-216-1645
Cy-Fair High..........................................................281-897-4600
Cy-Falls High.........................................................281-856-1000
Cy-Fair College......................................................281-290-3200
Utilities
HCMUD #196
Billing....................................................................281-579-4500
Repairs...................................................................281-398-8211
Centerpoint Electric...............................................713-207-2222
Centerpoint Entex Gas...........................................713-659-2111
AT&T/SBC............................................................800-464-7928
Warner Cable.........................................................713-462-9000
Waste Mgt..............................................................713-686-6666
HOA, SCS Mgt......................................................281-463-1777
United States Post Office.......................................800-275-8777
Library
Cy-Fair College Library.........................................281-290-3210
Newsletter Publisher
Peel, Inc..................................................................888-687-6444
 Advertising................ advertising@Peelinc.com, 888-687-6444

IMPORTANT NUMBERS

	 At no time will any source be allowed to use the Riata Ranch Community 
Newsletter contents, or loan said contents, to others in anyway, shape or form, nor in 
any media, website, print, film, e-mail, electrostatic copy, fax, or etc. for the purpose 
of solicitation, commercial use, or any use for profit, political campaigns, or other 
self amplification, under penalty of law without written or expressed permission 
from the Riata Ranch Homeowners Association and Peel, Inc. The information in 
the Riata Ranch Community Newsletter is exclusively for the private use of Riata 
Ranch Community residents only. 

DISCLAIMER: Articles and ads in this newsletter express the opinions of their 
authors and do not necessarily reflect the opinions of Peel, Inc. or its employees. 
Peel, Inc. is not responsible for the accuracy of any facts stated in articles submitted 
by others. The publisher also assumes no responsibility for the advertising content 
with this publication. All warranties and representations made in the advertising 
content are solely that of the advertiser and any such claims regarding its content 
should be taken up with the advertiser.
* The publisher assumes no liability with regard to its advertisers for misprints or 
failure to place advertising in this publication except for the actual cost of such 
advertising.
* Although every effort is taken to avoid mistakes and/or misprints, the publisher 
assumes no responsibility for any errors of information or typographical mistakes, 
except as limited to the cost of advertising as stated above or in the case of 
misinformation, a printed retraction/correction.
* Under no circumstances shall the publisher be held liable for incidental or 
consequential damages, inconvenience, loss of business or services, or any other 
liabilities from failure to publish, or from failure to publish in a timely manner, 
except as limited to liabilities stated above.

Bashans Painting
 & Home Repair

• Interior & Exterior
• 20 Years Experience
• Hardiplank Installation
• Wood Replacement
• Pressure Washing
• Sheetrock Repair & Texturing
• Cabinet Painting
• Door Refi nishing & Replacement
• Wallpaper Removal
• Custom Staining
• Fence Replacement or Repair

Commercial/Residential
Free Estimates

281-347-6702

References Available • Fully Insured
NO PAYMENT UNTIL COMPLETION

281-731-3383cell

bashanspainting@earthlink.net

Volunteers Needed 
Cypress Assistance Ministries

11202 Huffmeister
281-955-7684

www.cypressassistance.org
	 When you volunteer you are giving to your community, but 
did you realize volunteering also benefits you as an individual? 
CAM volunteers often let us know the fun they are having, the 
friends they have made and the fulfillment they receive from 
helping others. 
	 The services provided at CAM, are made possible by many 
dedicated volunteers. If you enjoy working with the public, 
decorating or merchandising, then serving in CAM’s resale 
shop, Angels’ Attic, is the place for you. Our busy community 
donation area, the Cellar, is looking for people willing to serve 
by processing donations and restocking Angels’ Attic. Please 
plan to attend a volunteer tour and orientation by calling Lisa 
Bassett at 281-955-7684 or e-mail at cam-lisa@sbcglobal.net.
	 For a description of the services provided at Cypress 
Assistance Ministries, Food Pantry requests, and a detailed 
description of volunteer opportunities, please see our web site, 
www.cypressassistance.org.
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Buy or Sell Your Home

SOLD

RichaRD cannOn
Realtor

281-414-4555 Direct
281-859-1313 Fax

richard@key2texasrealty.com

Buy or Sell Your Home

Want to know how much your home is worth?
Call me for a Free Market Analysis!

In Over Your Head?  We do Short Sales
Ask me how I can Save you $$ on purchase.

1% back to Buyer on New Construction
I dO INterNAtIONAl lIStINgS!

lease Apartment, Condo, Home or lease Spacelease Apartment, Condo, Home or lease Space

LSC-CyFair Hosts New Author Presentation 
and Book Signing - Raul A. Ramos discusses 

meanings of Texas Revolution Sept. 25
	 Among the Hispanic Heritage Month celebrations at Lone Star 
College-CyFair is a Sept. 25 presentation and book signing with Raúl 
A. Ramos, author and University of Houston assistant professor of 
history. 
	 “Battle Without End: Public Discourses of the Texas War” will 
be presented at 11:30 a.m. in the Conference Center on the Barker 
Cypress campus at 9191 Barker Cypress Road.
	 Following the presentation, Ramos will sign copies of his book 
– “Beyond the Alamo: Forging Mexican Ethnicity in San Antonio, 
1821-1861.” 
	 For information, contact Robert O’Brien at 281-290-3257 or 
Robert.Obrien@LoneStar.edu.

Lone Star College-CyFair
	 Fall Fun in the Gallery and on Stage: The Bosque Gallery 
presents IMP(LIE)D LI(N)E : Faculty Art Exhibition Sept. 9 – Sept. 
25 with an opening reception Sept. 11. A Clay Houston Exhibition 
is set for Oct. 7 – Oct. 30 with an opening reception Oct. 9. Go to 
CyFair.LoneStar.edu/bosquegallery for hours and information. Also 
coming up in October are a string orchestra concert Oct. 13, Jazz 
Band Concert Oct. 17 and a choral “Nothing But Opera” show Oct. 
31 – Nov.1. For tickets and information call 281-290-5201or go to 
CyFair.LoneStar.edu/boxoffice.
	 Mark Your Calendars for Fourth Annual Cy-Fest - Lone Star 
College-CyFair will host the fourth annual community day for all ages 
in the Cy-Fair community Saturday, Oct. 11. Cy-Fest, the college’s 
gift to the community, is a day of free food, festivities and family 
fun! For information go online to CyFair.LoneStar.edu.
	 L.I.F.E. Lessons in September - The Learning, Inspiration, 
Fellowship and Enrichment (L.I.F.E.) programs are free and held 
Wednesdays at 10 a.m. in the Lone Star College-CyFair Branch 
Library (Room 131.) In September, learn secrets of ancient Chinese 
herbal medicine Sept. 3; get survival tips to start a fire without 
matches Sept. 10; examine the economic and social importance of
	 China’s city of Hangzhou past and present Sept. 17; get the scoop 
on all things hummingbird Sept. 24. Call the library at 281-290-3213 
for L.I.F.E. program information or go online to CyFair.LoneStar.
edu/library. 

Vacation Watch
	 At your request, the Harris County Sheriff’s Department will put 
your house on VACATION WATCH. Just go to www.riataranch.net 
and look for the Vacation Watch form in the FORMS and DOCS 
section.
	 Your completed form will need to be submitted to the Sheriff’s 
Department 7 days prior to departure, or just call 713-221-6000.
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Cypress Lost Pet Alert.com
	 When a pet is lost, finding the pet means that time is of the essence. 
It takes time to create, print and distribute flyers. The flyers are many 
times illegible because of wind or rain.  I certainly do not fault the 
pet owner because I have done this my self. 
	 Frustrated, I thought there has to be a better way. So that is why 
we created Cypress Lost Pet Alert.com. The idea is to very quickly 
get the word out through an e-mail alert to as many neighbors as 
possible plus post the picture and information about the pet on the 
website under the specific neighborhood. 
	 Once the email alert goes out to the specific neighborhood,  many 
many neighbors are now aware. If they happen to forward the e-mail 
to their friends who have not signed up, it could mean hundreds of 
your neighbors are already alerted and are keeping their eyes open 
for your lost pet.
	 Cypress Lost Pet Alert.com is on call 7 days a week from sun up 
to sun down and is free. We are glad to work with any informal e-
mail chains. The whole idea is to find lost pets quick for the good 
neighbors in Riata Ranch.
	 Please feel free to keep doing your flyers but in the mean time give 
us a call.
	 Regards,
	 RB Cox
	 alert@CypressLostPetAlert.com

Don't want to wait for the mail?
View the current issue of The Ranch 
Review on the 1st day each month at

www.PEELinc.com

Robare & Jones is helping neighbors, just like you, fill in the blanks with 

their financial planning – and prepare for their retirement years. We are a local,

independent asset management company that offers the personal service

and professional expertise to help you enjoy the good life. We’re here to take

care of you every step of the way. To schedule a personal, no-obligation

meeting call 281-374-0756.

Two Chasewood, 
20405 State Highway 249, Suite 580
Houston, TX 77070 

281-374-0756 tel   
info@robare-jones.com   
www.robare-jones.com

When I retire, I’m going to 
_________ as much as possible.
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Cypress Christian School Students receive 
honors at TAPPS State Art Competition

	 Cypress Christian School students recently received awards at 
the TAPPS State Art Contest at Concordia University. CCS students 
entered eight pieces of work in the competition and received six 
ribbons. 
	 Recognition was given to the following students:

Cat Crozier-Honorable Mention in on-site drawing
Payton Lambert-4th place in on-site photography
Sarah Longridge-Honorable mention in on-site drawing
Courtney Middleton-Honorable mention in kitchen floor plan
Michelle Van Rieg-6th place in bedroom floor plan and model
Nick Yalamanchili-Honorable mention in on-site photography

	 Other students who participated included Kate Bennett, Tony 
Lozoda, Charis Medendorp, Jenifer Nguyen, and Rachel Reed.

•
•
•
•
•
•
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Spring Cypress at Skinner Road
17255 Spring Cypress Road, Suite A

www.txercare.com

281-304-9113

Texas Emergency Care Center is open 24 hours a day.
We’re committed to delivering comprehensive medical services in a
comfortable environment with little to no wait time – day or night.

You’ll experience:
• A full-service facility equipped with a complete laboratory,

radiology, CT scanning and cardiac monitoring.
• Prompt, friendly and caring service.
• Quality face time with a physician who is both emergency

residency-trained and Board Certified in Emergency Medicine.

After all, emergencies just can’t wait.

Ready or not ... we are.

NOW OPEN Emergency Room Open 24 Hours

All private insurance accepted.

Accredited by the Joint Commission of
Accreditation of Healthcare Organizations
for our commitment to excellence.

TECS ad-newsletter 7.5x5-Peel:Layout 1  7/7/08  9:21 AM  Page 1

	General Meetings are held the second 
Tuesday of the month at 7pm in the 
Cy-Woods commons on the following 
dates:
	Aug 12, 2008, Sept 9, 2008, Oct 14, 
2008, Nov 11, 2008, Dec 9, 2008, Jan 
13, 2009, Feb 10, 2009, Mar 10, 2009, 
Apr 14, 2009, May 12, 2009
	Make plans to attend these meetings 
and earn 5000 WRAP Bucks!      (to 

find out what WRAP Bucks are -  visit the WRAP website.)
	 PAVE A PATH TO WOODS PROGRAM Help a CyWoods 
Senior leave a lasting memory of their time at CyWoods with a 
walk/wall of bricks by sponsoring them. Order forms for $100 
sponsorships are available on the WRAP website. What a great 
gift this would be!
	 What is WRAP? WRAP is Cy-Woods High School’s parent-
driven Project Prom organization. The purpose of WRAP is to 
provide a drug- and alcohol-free all-night party for the graduating 
seniors and their guests after their prom. Held at the CFISD Berry 
Center on May 22, 2009, from 11:00 p.m. to 6:00 a.m., it is a 
fun-filled evening of shows, games, activities, food, gifts and 
prizes!

	 WRAP can only be a success if there is participation of parents, 
businesses, and corporations. WRAP is totally dependent on 
donations to raise the funds necessary to host an event of this 
size
	 Other WRAP Fundraising Projects:

Senior Faces
Recyclables
Scrips
Wildcat Sports Fan
Senior Parent t-shirts
Jeans & Jewels 
Mr. Wildcat (spring 2009)

	 WRAP’s Busy Parent Fundraiser the easiest fundraiser of the 
year! It only requires the
time it takes to write a check.
	 Questions: email cywoodswrap@hotmail.com
For more information:
	 Visit WWW.CYWOODSWRAP.ORG
WRAP 
	 P.O. BOX 800 CYPRESS
	 TEXAS 77410-0800

•
•
•
•
•
•
•
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STRONG Vision Center
281-373-3063

• Thorough Adult & Childrens Eye Exams
• Treatment of Eye Disease/Infection
• Large Selection of Glasses & Contact Lenses
• Most Vision Insurance Accepted
• Free Lasik Consultation
• Board Certified Opticians
• Authorized Oakley
  Sunglass Dealer

Mon-Fri 9-6
Sat 9-3

17445Spring Cypress @ 290 • Suite G
Next to Kroger Signature

DR. JANE A.P. STRONG
THERAPEUTIC OPTOMETRIST

Cypress Resident

www.strongvisionctr.com

Make sure your student is prepared!  
Ask about our Tutoring Club guarantee!  

281-373-9200 www.tutoringclub.com
24140 Highway 290 @ Barker Cypress

in front of Randalls 

• Proven Success in School 
• Increased Confidence and Self-esteem 
• Help Throughout the School Years 
• Free Conferencing to Discuss Performance 
• No Long-term Contracts 
• Guaranteed to Succeed

Tutoring for students of all
academic levels, K-12 

Special Individualized programs for  
Math 

Reading
Writing 

Study Skills 
All School Coursework 

GUARANTEED to  
improve academic  

performance in 
LESS TIME and

at a LOWER COST 
than any other  

program. 

Cypress N Houston @ Barker Cypress
	 The engineer for HCMUD #196 has informed us that 
within the next few weeks the county will begin extending 
Cypress N Houston on the west side of Barker Cypress. It 
will extend west far enough for Riata West to utilize their 
main entrance. At that time they will be putting traffic lights 
in at that intersection which will make it easier to turn south 
onto barker Cypress from Cypress N Houston. At the same 
time, they will be making Cypress N Houston on our side 
of Barker Cypress 4 lane divided back to the first storm 
drain. Prior to this we will be taking down the three columns 
at that entrance along with the flower beds. We will be 
constructing a new entrance once the road work is complete.	
The county will not work around the columns. If we don’t take 
them down, the utility crews will.

Classified Ads
Personal classifieds (one time sell items, such as a used bike...) run 
at no charge to Riata Ranch residents, limit 30 words, please e-mail 
editor@riatranch.net.
Business classifieds (offering a service or product line for profit) are 
$50, limit 40 words, please contact Peel, Inc. Sales @ 512-263-9181 or 
advertising@PEELinc.com.

Advertising Information
	 Please support the businesses that advertise in the Riata 
Ranch Community Newsletter. Their advertising dollars make 
it possible for all residents to receive a newsletter at no charge. 
No homeowners association funds are used to produce or mail 
the newsletters. If you would like to support the newsletter by 
advertising, please contact our Sales Office at 888-687-6444 or 
advertising@PEELinc.com for ad information and pricing.

Street Light Out?
	 Don’t drive around in the dark! Report it. It’s easy. Just call 713-
207-2222 and list the following:

The pole number, which is stenciled on the pole
The nature of the problem; completely out, 
flickering, etc.
Location of the pole, such as the nearest street 
corner.

Or you can report it on the internet. Go to www.
riataranch.net and click on “Report Street Light 
Outages”.

•
•

•
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Greg Riddle 
Owner

Dynamic
Air & Heat

Financing Available
(with approved credit)

There are many options including
6 Months, No Payments, No Interest!
Apply for the plan that’s right for you.

BEAT THE 
HEAT 

USE LESS ENERGY & SAVE MONEY
Tune-up your old A/C system now, or replace it with a 
new humidity controlling, high efficiency, RUUD A/C.

832-593-7555
www.dynamicairandheat.com

10% Off Any REPAIR
AND

No Service Charge
with repair. Cannot be combined with any other offer,

coupon or special. Expires July 31, 2008

Sales Service Installation

Dynamic
Air & Heat Air & Heat 

Texas License TACLB19658E

Call us if you want to be added
to our mailing list.

FREE ... 10-Year... All
Parts & Labor Warranty

with purchase of
16 SEER RUUD A/C

Dynamic
Air & Heat Air & Heat 

Texas License TACLB19658E
Offer Expires July 31, 2008

A/C
Check-Up

$5995

Cannot be combined
with any other offer,
coupon or special.

Expires July 31, 2008

A/C
Tune-Up

$8995

Cannot be combined
with any other offer,
coupon or special.

Expires July 31, 2008

September Landscaping
Submitted By Ron Kerwin

Historically Septembers are still very hot. 
If you are wearing down, you can still hire a 
lawn service (like mine) to get you through 
the season. Lawn Companies should be 
happy to take you on as new clients even 
this late in the season. If you desire to have 
an attractive and green lawn all winter, you 
can put down ryegrass seed late in the month 
or in October. Your property will stand out 
in the neighborhood as people drive by and 
see your green lawn amongst all the dormant 
grass lawns.    

Buy your spring bulbs through catalogs or 
local nurseries. DO NOT plant them yet. You 
can get a better selection now. Hybrid tulips 
and hyacinth bulbs should be placed in the 
vegetable crisper section in your refrigerator 
for a necessary pre-chill period prior to 
planting them. Wait until October/November 
to plant any bulbs. You can however prepare 
the beds for the bulbs, add organic matter & 
turn over the soil. 

You can cut back your roses early in the 
month, but do it sparingly. You will get a rose 
display this fall if you have maintained your 
roses well over the summer heat. You can 
actually plant a fall vegetable garden now. 
For a list of veggies recommended and their 
varieties for this area call the Texas Extension 
office at 817-884-1945 and ask for the free 
list. The Extension Office has a surprising 
quantity of free information available, so ask 
for answers 
t o  s eve ra l 
q u e s t i o n s . 
The volunteer 
M a s t e r 
G a r d e n e r s 
there will try 
hard to get 
you the right 
publications.

September is the startup time for planning 
some cool season activity. It is about time, 
right? We need to continue with all the things 
we have been doing to get through another 
summer; watering at 1 inch per week, good 
layers of mulch etc. 

Now is a good time to raise tree canopies 
and thin them out. Dead limbs are obvious 
now, which will not be the case after leaf 
drop. Many property owners still have curb 
area trees with limbs prohibiting cars or trucks 
from parking in front of the home without 
paint damage to the roofs. These same trees 
often endanger passersby on the sidewalk 
from being poked in the eyes. They also 
usually have dead grass underneath caused 
by lack of sunlight to the turf area. Other trees 
on your properties can benefit from canopy 
raising and thinning. Wax myrtles and some 
other “shrubs” can be treed up so they have 
visible trunks and more resemble trees than 
shrubs, a totally different look. 
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13611 Skinner Road,
Cypress, Texas
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Louetta Foot Specialists
281-370-0648

8681 Louetta Road #150
(between Champions Dr. & Champions Forrest Dr.)

Foot Specialists of Tomball
281-351-5599

13414 Medical Complex Dr., Ste. 11

www.louettafootandankle.com

Serving the Community for 20 years

FORE!
Golfers beware. The golf swing puts a lot of stress on 
the arch and ball of the foot. This can result in 
ligament strain and associated heel pain, or in a 
benign nerve cyst in the ball of the foot.

(Continued on Page 9)

Pet Waste: Dealing with a Real Problem in Suburbia
contained in pet waste can degrade water quality. When pet waste 
is washed into a surface water body, the waste decays. This process 
of breaking down the organic matter in the waste uses up dissolved 
oxygen and releases ammonia. Low oxygen levels, increased 
ammonia and warm summer water temperatures can kill fish. 

Excess phosphorous and nitrogen added to surface waters can lead 
to cloudy, green water from accelerated algae and weed growth. 
Decay of this extra organic matter can depress oxygen levels, killing 
organisms. Objectionable odors can also occur.

Flies and other pest insects can also increase when pet waste is 
disposed of improperly, becoming a nuisance and adding another 
vector for disease transmission.

Managing pet waste properly is something that everyone can do 
to make a difference in their respective watersheds. Truly, proper 
individual actions result in significant water quality improvement 
when carried out by the majority. Unlike some forms of stormwater 
pollutants, pet waste can be easily and economically managed by 
the individual. 

Sometimes, the ‘out of sight, out of mind’ attitude exists regarding 
pet waste. Employing this flawed thinking, waste is often disposed 
of in the street stormwater catch basin. Aside from dumping directly 
into a water body, this is the single worst place to dispose of waste. 

Pet waste is not the predominant or most 
toxic pollutant in urban streams, but it is 
one of many small sources of pollution 

that can cumulatively have a big 
impact if left unmanaged. In North 

Central Texas the estimated dog 
population is 1.2 million. The average dog 

produces three to four pounds of waste daily, 
according to the Food and Drug Administration. That’s 

about 900,000 pounds of dog poop produced every day in North 
Texas. Add to this figure cats and other smaller pets, and a significant 
volume of waste is being generated daily. 

Pet waste contains bacteria and parasites, as well as organic matter 
and nutrients, notably nitrogen and phosphorous. 
Some of the diseases that can be spread from pet waste are:
• Campylobacteriosis- a bacterial infection that causes diarrhea 

in humans.
• Salmonellosis- the most common bacterial infection transmitted 

to humans from animals. Symptoms include fever, muscle aches, 
headache, vomiting, and diarrhea.

• Toxocarisis- roundworms transmitted from animals to humans. 
Symptoms include vision loss, rash, fever, or cough.

In addition to these diseases, the organic matter and nutrients 
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Special
New Units
10’x15’
$69.99

cypress creek
Storage

15420 telge rd.
(between Spring Cypress & grant rd.)

281-351-1756
cycreekstorage@aol.com

On Site Office

pumpkin patchPumpkin patch
Open Saturdays & Sundays in October 10 a.m. - 7 p.m.

Admission: $3.00/person (age 2 & up)

Train Rides, Giant Slide, Hayrides & much more!
Old Time Christmas Tree Farmat the

7632 Spring Cypress Rd. • 281-370-9141

group outings available by appointment only

www.oldtimechristmastree.com

TURN ON KLEB RD* *FM
 249

Spring Cypress Rd.

FM 1960

Stuebner - Airline

KL
EBRd.

N

FM 2920

48 Hour48 Hour

Pet Waste - (Continued from page 8)
In the next rainstorm, the accumulated waste is transported quickly 
and efficiently to the nearby receiving water course, polluting it.. 
That said, then, specifically what can be done?
Proper Onsite Disposal
Flush it

Pet waste itself (not the litter or bedding material) can be flushed 
down the toilet. The water from the toilet goes either to a septic system 
onsite or a sewage treatment plant that removes most pollutants before 
the water reaches its outlet. The used litter should be disposed of in 
a securely closed bag in the trash.
Bury it

You can bury the waste directly in the yard. Dig a hole or trench 
that is 6 inches deep, away from vegetable gardens, play areas, and 
away from any lake, stream, or well. Often, the woods is an ideal spot. 
Microorganisms in the top layer of soil will break down and digest 
the waste, releasing the nutrients for uptake by adjacent vegetation.	
Never add the waste as a fertilizer to the garden or to the compost 
pile. The disease organisms will continue to survive and create a 
significant health risk.
Trash it 

Check local ordinances first. Putting pet waste in the trash is against 
the law in some communities. Even if legal and easy, it’s not the best 
solution. Waste can contribute to the landfill problems in the state. 
Leave it to someone else

Believe it or not, a number of professional pet waste disposal 
services exist. These businesses will completely remove the waste 

from your yard and dispose of it themselves, for a fee.
Odinances, signage and education

Many communities have “pooper-scooper” laws that govern pet 
waste cleanup. Some of these laws specifically require anyone 
who walks an animal off of their property to carry a bag, shovel, 
or scooper. Any waste left by the animal must be cleaned up 
immediately. Call your local health officer to find out more about 
pet waste regulations.

In recreation areas, trails, and public parks, ‘scooper signage’ along 
with plastic bag dispensers and disposal cans should be provided. This 
idea is especially critical at streamside or lake shore walking trails.

Public education is critical when addressing the pet waste problem. 
Interestingly, much of the public thinks of problems associated with 
pet waste as being only nuisance related-odors or aesthetics. An actual 
example of this is the woman walking her dog in the park who had 
brought along a brown paper bag to collect the 
150 pound mastiff’s waste. This she indeed 
dutifully did, and then proceeded to 
dispose of the bag by….tossing it into 
the lake! 

Brochures, newsletters, signage, local 
public service announcements, and evening 
seminars are all ways to get the word out 
to the public. 

(Continued on Page 10)
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We Challenge What You Pay For Electricity!
If SparkPowerBank isn’t your current electricity provider…chances are you're paying too much!

I’m Texas Energy Analyst Alan Lammey. Maybe you’ve heard me on the radio talking about the 
market forces that drive energy prices. I’m here to tell you that you’re not stuck paying those high 
prices to big electric companies anymore! Stop it.

Why pay more than you have to? Those days are over!

Why would you want to go with an electric provider that charges you more, when you can go to
www.sparkpowerbank.com and pay far less for the same electricity?

SIGN-UP ONLINE

TODAY!

Please choose "Newsletter Ad" as your referral on the SparkPowerBank.com website.

Make sense?

www.sparkpowerbank.com

Sudoku
The challenge is to fill every row across, every column down, and every
3x3 box with the digits 1 through 9. Each 1 through 9 digit must appear
only once in each row across, each column down, and each 3x3 box.

© 2006. Feature Exchange

Sudoku

*Solution at www.PEELinc.com

One very effective way to reach people is to have a flyer enclosed 
in tax bills or other municipally-generated mailings that go to all 
property owners. 
Conclusion

The problem of pet waste disposal in suburbia is a real one. Research 
has indicated strongly that water quality is negatively impacted by 
this pollutant in Texas. However, unlike many other sources of water 
degradation in the state, improper pet waste management is a dilemma 
that can be easily corrected through education by organizations and 
common sense actions by individuals. 
	 Let’s all “doo” the right thing and pick up after our pets. Make a 
difference and go green.   

Pet Waste - (Continued from page 9)

Did You Know?

In 1995, residents at Okhura Village, Japan, built a 
snowman that measured 96 feet 7 inches in height. The 
project took 10 days to complete.
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Family Fun Center

13529 Skinner Road
Cypress, Texas 77429

281-304-6565

Lasertag & Arcade

Birthday/Team Parties
Private Parties

Corporate Functions

www.lazerx-cypress.com

              “Cypress Birthday Party Headquarters”
Hours

Monday Closed
Tues & Weds Private Parties
Thursday 6:00 PM - 9:00 PM
Friday 6:00 PM - 10:00 PM
Saturday 11:00 AM - 10:00 PM
Sunday 2:00 PM - 6:00 PM

Buy One Get One Lasertag Mission Free With This Ad
Limit one per customer. Offer expires 09/31/08

Ornamental iron gates, 
breezeway fences and gate 

operator sales & service. 
Free wireless keypad with 

mention of ad.
713-937-8435 EXT #102

Cell: 832-256-2148

www.alltex-plumbing.com 

ALL-TEX PLUMBING SERVICES 

LICENSED-BONDED-INSURED 
       Master Plumber License #38350       

RESIDENTIAL-COMMERCIAL  
FOR ALL YOUR PLUMBING NEEDS 

QUALITY THAT’S AFFORDABLE 
SERVICE THAT’S EXEPTIONAL ! 

281-469-3330 - 24/7

Bringing  30+ 
years

Experience! 

	

If you would like to submit YOUR recipe
 email it to articles@peelinc.com.

Lemon Ice Box Cake
Submitted by Madra Ford

1 yellow cake mix
2 cans sweetened condensed milk (Eagle Brand)
1/2 cup fresh lemon juice
1 8oz. container Cool Whip

	 Bake cake as directed for two layers.  When cool, slice each layer 
in half, making four layers.  In a bowl combine condensed milk 
with lemon juice...........reserve 1/2 cup & set aside for frosting.
	 Use remaining juice/milk mixture as a filling between the four 
layers.  With reserved mixture, gently fold in the Cool Whip 
and frost entire cake.  Holes can be poked in cake so frosting is 
absorbed.  This is better if made a day or two in advance.

This Is Your Newsletter!
	 Do you have an idea or suggestion for the newsletter? Want 
to submit a photo, article, or both? It’s easy!! Email the editor at 
editor@riataranch.net. Articles for the newsletter are finalized 
on the 10th of the preceding month So if you get your ideas 
in before the deadline, you should see them in the very next 
month’s newsletter.
	 We are glad to hear all of the positive feedback and we intend 
to continue to improving the look and feel of the newsletter 
according to what you tell us. So get as involved as you like! 
We look forward to hearing from you.
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SAINT AIDAN’S
EPISCOPAL CHURCH

…where people come together…

Check us out on the web at www.staidanshouston.org

SUNDAY’S AT SAINT AIDAN’S
8am – Worship

9:15am – Sunday School
10:30am – Worship

Nursery available the whole morning!

WEDNESDAY’S AT SAINT AIDAN’S
6pm – Dinner

6:30pm – Worship
6:45pm – Classes for All Ages

Nursery available.  The evening ends by 7:30pm.

Come see 
our new church!

13131 Fry Road
Cypress, TX  77433

Parenting Workshop
Sunday, September 28th

4-7pm
Workshops on Parenting Children; 
Parenting Teens; His, Hers, and/or Ours; 
and Parenting Parents.  Childcare provided.  
Dinner will be served.

Father Justin, 
our Priest, is 

looking forward
to seeing you at 

church!

Rachael’s Now Carrying

12312 Barker Cypress @ 290 • 281-256-9800

Help Keep the Storm Drains Clear
	 Recently, we have received reports of teens throwing items 
into the storm drains, such as boxes and basketballs. These 
items can plug the drain and cause flooding when the next 
storm comes.
	 If you see this activity, please report it to the Sheriff’s 
Department with the best description of the activity that you 
can give.
	 Stopping this activity is important to all of us. It could even 
keep your home from flooding.

HELPFUL TOOLS on
RIATARANCH.NET

	 On our website, under DOCS, FORMS, LINKS, there 
are many helpful tools at your disposal. All of the known 
forms needed for all neighborhood business and activities are 
listed on the site, and the list keeps growing. As a new need 
is realized, the site gets updated with additional links in an 
effort to give you one place to find everything you need to 
make the most out of our community.
	 You will find everything from information regarding 
mosquitoes and violation summaries, to downloadable forms 
for vacation watches and ACC applications.
	 One of the tools that you’ll find is very helpful, but not 
very pleasant. It is a link to the sex offender section of the 
TEXAS DEPARTMENT OF PUBLIC SAFETY web site 
(https://records.txdps.state.tx.us/soSearch/default.cfm). This 
site contains a mapping tool that allows you to input your 
address and assess your surroundings and proximity to known 
offenders. 
	 Although it is a difficult subject to address, this link helps 
enhance the safety of our community through knowledge.
	 Use the site. Be knowledgeable and be safe.
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Ballé Bliss
Luxury Medical Spa

BOOK NOW
281-758-2777

LASER 360
Complete Skin Rejuvenation 
treatment is safe, 
comfortable and effective 
without any injections, 
surgery or down time.  
Laser 360 uses 3 
technologies that include 
skin resurfacing, tightening, 
and coloring all in one.

Skin Tightening

Skin Rejuvenation 

Vascular & Pigmented 
Lesions

Sclerotherapy

Laser Vein Therapy

Laser Hair Removal

Acne Therapy

BOTOX®

Dermal Fillers

Mesotherapy/Cellulite 
Reduction

Dermaplane
Using a specially designed 

surgical instrument this 
technique gives your skin a 

smoother appearance by 
removing dead skin cells & 

fine vellous facial hair.

Medical Grade 
Chemical Peels

Permanent Makeup

Eyelash Extensions

Tattoo Removal

Contraception Options
(IUD, Implanon, etc)

Complimentary
consultation with Dr. 

Sohal plus $200 off any 
Laser Package

**Now available in Cypress**
DERMASWEEP

(Revolutionary Microdermabrasion System)
Promotes silky skin, stimulates blood flow, cleans pores, removes old skin, injects nutrients

	 School is back in session. Please be aware of children walking and 
biking to and from school. Of course, we want all children to be safe 
and school buses are relatively safe. However, accidents and injuries 
involving school buses do happen. More often than not these injuries 
happen when children are entering or exiting the bus. Here are some 
safety tips for school bus riders.
•	Have a safe place to wait for the bus, away from traffic and the 

street.
•	Stay away from the bus until it comes to a complete stop and the 

driver signals you to enter.
•	Hold onto the handrails when entering or exiting the bus.
•	Once on the bus, take your seat and remain seated face forward.
•	Talk quietly so that you don’t distract the driver.
•	Never throw things on the bus and keep your hands to yourself.
•	When you exit the bus, take ten giant steps away from the bus. 

When you are closer than 10 feet from the bus, the driver might 
not see you. This is known as the DANGER ZONE.

•	 If you forget something on the bus, do not return to the bus to get 
it. The driver might not see you.

•	Be aware of the street traffic around you.
•	 If you need to cross the street, cross in front of the bus never behind 

the bus.
	 Motorists should follow safety rules around school buses. Yellow 

flashing lights indicate that the bus is preparing to stop. Motorists 
should slow down and be prepared to stop. Red flashing lights 
indicate that the bus has stopped and that children are getting on 
or off. Motorists must stop their cars and wait until the red flashing 
lights are turned off.
Here are a few more traffic safety tips for motorists.
•	When backing out of the driveway or garage, watch out for 

children.
•	When driving through neighborhoods and especially in school 

zones, watch out for children. Children don’t always pay attention 
to traffic and don’t always 
know that motorists have 
trouble seeing them.

•	Slow down. Watch out 
for children walking or 
playing in the street.

•	Be alert and ready to stop. 
Children sometimes dart 
into the street.

713-937-4400
TACL-A011183C

$6800

*One System

Fall Safety Check 
on Gas Furnace*

Additional Systems $5400

Mastercard, Visa, and Discover Accepted
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U.S. Senators (Texas)
John Cornyn(R)	  
517 HART SENATE OFFICE BLDG 
WASHINGTON DC 20510	 	
Phone: (202) 224-2934
Fax: (202) 228-2856
Email: cornyn.senate.gov

Kay Bailey Hutchison (R)	  
284 RUSSELL SENATE OFFICE BLDG 
WASHINGTON DC 20510	 	
Phone: (202) 224-5922
Fax: (202) 224-0776 	 	
hutchison.senate.gov
	
U.S. House of Representatives (Texas)
(District 7)
John Abney Culberson (R )	 
Capital Office
U.S. House of Representatives
1728 Longworth House Office Building
Washington 20515 
Phone: (202) 225 2571 
Fax: (202) 225 4381
District Office
10000 Memorial Drive
Suite 620

Houston 77024 
Phone: (713) 682 8828 
Fax: (713) 680 8070 	
Email: http://www.culberson.house.gov/
contactinfo.aspx 
Website: http://www.culberson.house.gov/ 

Texas Senator (District 7) 	
Dan Patrick (R )
Capital Office
PO Box 12068
Capitol Station
Austin 78711 
Phone: (512) 463 0107 
Fax: (512) 463 8810 
District Office
11451 Katy Fwy
Suite 209
Houston 77079 
Phone: (713) 464-0282 
Fax: (713) 461-0108
Email: http://www.patrick.senate.state.tx.us/
Website: http://www.patrick.senate.state.tx.us/ 

Texas House of Representatives
(District 130) 	 	
Corbin Van Arsdale (R )
Capital Office
House of Representatives, Room E1.412
PO Box 2910
Austin 78768 
Phone: (512) 463 0661 
Fax: (512) 463 4130 
District Office
12777 Jones Road
Suite 175
Houston 77070 
Phone: (281) 469 9130 
Fax: (281) 469 4130 
Email: corbin.van_arsdale@house.state.tx.us 
Website: http://www.house.state.tx.us 	
	
County Commissioner (Precinct 3)	  
Steve Radack
Administration Building
1001 Preston, Suite 924
Houston TX 77002 
Email: pct3@hctx.net 
Website:http://www.pct3.hctx.net/ 
Phone: (713) 755 6306 
Fax: (713) 755 8928

Do You Know Who Represents You?

Peel, Inc.
1-888-687-6444

www.PEELinc.com

community newsletters

Effective Advertising, Done Right.
Call today to Reserve your space.

Advertise YOUR business
to YOUR neighbors for
less than 8¢ per home.

rr
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Teenage Job Seekers

	 Please place my name on the TEENAGE JOB SEEKERS list 
in the RANCH REVIEW.

Signature__________________________________________
	

Please check appropriate boxes:
	 	 Baby-sitting
	 	 Pet Care
	 	 House/Plant Care
	 	 Lawn Care

Name______________________________________________

Address____________________________________________

__________________________________________________

Age__________ Phone________________________________

I give my permission for my child’s name and phone number to be 
entered in THE RANCH REVIEW as a TEENAGE JOB SEEKER

__________________________________________________
 Parent’s Signature

Clip and mail to: 	The Ranch Review c/o SCS managemenet
	 7170 Cherry Park Drive, Houston, TX 77095

Personal Classified Ads
	 The RANCH REVIEW runs personal classified ads that are FREE 
to residents. If you would like to place and add, please email your 
submission to editor@riataranch.net. Your submission must be 
received by the 10th of the prior month.

NOT AVAILABLE ONLINE

We currently publish newsletters
for the following subdivisions in Houston:

1-888-687-6444

Blackhorse Ranch
 Bridgeland

Coles Crossing
Cypress Mill

Enchanted Valley
Fairfield

Harvest Bend The Village
High Meadow Ranch

Lakes on Eldridge
Lakes on Eldridge North

Lakewood Grove
Legends Ranch

Longwood
Riata Ranch
Steeplechase
Summerwood
Village Creek
Willowbridge
Willowlake

Willow Pointe
Winchester Country
Winchester Trails
Windermere Lakes
Wortham Villages

Peel, Inc.
Printing & Publishing
Publishing community newsletters since 1991

www.PEELinc.com

Kelly Peel, Sales Manager
kelly@PEELinc.com
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