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news For the resIdents oF steIner ranch

December 13th, 2008
Submitted by Kristi Lee-Nordin

Santa and Carley Tauras

Neil Cooper and Kristin Duderstadt,
Chefs at Lakeside Pizza and Grill

 In the midst of a warm and blustery December afternoon, local 
residents enjoyed a holiday concert in the Park. the event was hosted 
by local businesses, the Steiner ranch homeowners Association and 
local non-profit organizations in celebration of the holidays and as a 
culmination to the Steiner ranch concert in the Park series. A big 
attraction was Santa who was on hand for pictures and perhaps a bit 
of whispering in the ear as to what was most desired in stockings or 
under the tree this year.
 the central texas blood and tissue center collected approximately 
24 donations throughout the afternoon while the Four Points business 
Association and other businesses accepted donations for the travis 
county Sheriff ’s Association brown Santa program. the canyon 
ridge middle School choir, directed by courtney riskind, and 
the Austin christian Fellowship band, under the leadership of J.r. 
taylor, provided musical entertainment throughout the afternoon. 
two intermissions featured demonstrations by the local studios of 
Villari’s martial Arts of texas and ernie reyes World martial Arts 
showing attendees that this form of fitness training is unbound by 
age. Plans are underway for the 2009 concert series. comments and 
suggestions are welcomed and appreciated at kleenordin@cups-and-
cones.com.

Games Provided by Games 2 U
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urbanPainting
company

Every room, area, and outside of your home
reflects your personality, presence,

individuality and sophistication.

We take great pride in our work

FREE Estimates

Steiner Ranch Resident
15 Yrs. Experience

512-745-0706
Erick Gerdeman

Trusted Member of the
Steiner Ranch BNI Referrals Group

Traditional Interior 
     & Exterior Repainting

Custom Striping
Faux Finishing







Custom 
Interior 

& Exterior 
Painting

EMERGENCY NUMBERS
emerGeNcY ...............................................................911
Fire ...................................................................................... 911
Ambulance .......................................................................... 911
Sheriff – Non-emergency ....................................512-974-0845
hudson bend Fire and emS
 emergencies .....................................................512-266-1775
 Information .....................................................512-266-2533

SChoolS
Leander ISD ........................................................512-434-5000
cedar Park high School ......................................512-435-8300
canyon ridge middle School .............................512-424-7500
Laura Welch bush elementary .............................512-435-4750
Steiner ranch elementary ...................................512-434-7100

UtilitiES
travis county WcID # 17 ..................................512-266-1111
city of Austin electric .........................................512-494-9400
texas Gas Service
 custom Service .............................................1-800-700-2443
 emergencies .....................................................512-370-8609
 call before You Dig .........................................512-472-2822
At&t
 New Service ..................................................1-800-464-7928
 repair ...........................................................1-800-246-8464
 billing ...........................................................1-800-858-7928
time Warner cable
 customer Service .............................................512-485-5555
 repairs.............................................................512-485-5080
IeSI (trash).........................................................512-282-3508

othER NUMBERS
Lake travis Postal Office ......................................512-263-2458

NEwSlEttER PUBliShER
Peel, Inc. .............................................................512-263-9181
editor - Kelly Peel ..................................... thestar@peelinc.com
Advertising ..........................................advertising@peelinc.com

iMPoRtaNt NUMBERS

MiSSioN StatEMENt
the Star, For Steiner ranch

 the mission of the Star is to provide the Steiner ranch 
community with one source of local news content that is 
provided by Steiner ranch residents.  Our goal is to help build 
Steiner ranch by connecting local businesses with residents 
and residents with relevant neighborhood information.

"Be the Community."

advERtiSiNG iNfo
 Please support the advertisers that make the Star possible. 
If you are interested in advertising, please contact our sales 
office at 512-263-9181 or advertising@PEELinc.com. the 
advertising deadline is the 10th of the month prior to the 
issue. 

aRtiClE iNfo
 the Star is mailed monthly to all Steiner ranch residents. 
residents, community groups, churches, etc. are welcome 
to include information about their organizations in the 
newsletter.  Personal news for the Stork report, teenage 
Job Seekers, recipes, special celebrations, and birthday 
announcements are also welcome.

 to submit an article for the Star please email it to
thestar@peelinc.com.  the deadline is the 9th of the month 
prior to the issue.
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Around Steiner
Steiner Ranch Residents Enjoy fun, food & wine

at the annual holiday wine Social
Submitted by Karin Wilkinson

 Steiner ranch residents enjoyed an evening of holiday 
cheer, amidst holiday decorations and breathtaking local 
artwork and great wines, delicious food, festive music and 
dancing and incredible door prizes at the annual Steiner 
ranch holiday Wine Social, December 5.
 this year featured wines and food from FION Wine Pub 
and bistro, delicious cheese party trays from the market at 
Steiner ranch, and Wildflower bakery chocolate covered 
strawberries. DJ mike Avilia, owner of Feel Good muzik, 
was on hand to play festive holiday favorites, and local 
artist chrissie Forbes livened up the walls with her beautiful 
paintings. 
 this event was made possible by our event sponsors, 
titanium sponsor Freedom boat club - bill marquardt, gold 
sponsors Wag*a*bag and Armadillo roofing – mark Franz, 
and Silver Sponsor, Four Points Family chiropractic – Dr. 
ross and Dr. harris.  We also had many bronze sponsors 
who generously donated door prizes to the event.
 In keeping with the season of giving, our residents 
donated an entire barrel full of toys to brown Santa. 
 Pictures were taken by our own resident expert Sherwin 
Field of Field Photography.   You can view more photographs 
of the event at www.fieldphotography.com.

(Limited One Per Patient)

Why pay for Teeth Whitening
Our Patients get it FREE!

With completion of dental exam, cleaning, and
necessary x-rays. Available to new patients only.

(Limited Time Offer)

2900 North Quinlan Park Rd. #160
Austin, Texas 78732

New patients only.
Not valid with any other offer

Julia C. Hawthorne, DDS,
Cosmetic and Family Dentistry

G. Dan Devine, DDS
Cosmetic Dentistry and Orthodontics

Our high quality dental services include:
• Professional Dental Cleanings

     for the whole family
 • Sealants and Fluoride
 • Oral Cancer Screenings
 • Teeth Whitening
 • Crowns and Bridges
 • Cosmetic Bonding and Veneers
 • Tooth-colored fillings
 • Root Canals
  • Oral Surgery
  • Orthodontics and Invisalign



Copyright © 2009 Peel, Inc. The Star - January 2009  �

(Limited One Per Patient)

Why pay for Teeth Whitening
Our Patients get it FREE!

With completion of dental exam, cleaning, and
necessary x-rays. Available to new patients only.

(Limited Time Offer)

2900 North Quinlan Park Rd. #160
Austin, Texas 78732

New patients only.
Not valid with any other offer

Julia C. Hawthorne, DDS,
Cosmetic and Family Dentistry

G. Dan Devine, DDS
Cosmetic Dentistry and Orthodontics

Our high quality dental services include:
• Professional Dental Cleanings

     for the whole family
 • Sealants and Fluoride
 • Oral Cancer Screenings
 • Teeth Whitening
 • Crowns and Bridges
 • Cosmetic Bonding and Veneers
 • Tooth-colored fillings
 • Root Canals
  • Oral Surgery
  • Orthodontics and Invisalign



�     The Star - January 2009 Copyright © 2009 Peel, Inc.

Around Steiner
Steiner Ranch history Corner

Submitted by Rich Keith

 As you are likely aware, the texas hill 
country was settled by many europeans.  
here is a story about an interesting and 
unusual person.  there is a street in Steiner 
ranch named for Ferdinand Ludwig von 
herff, who was a physician, and born at 
Darmstadt, Germany in 1820. he came 
from an aristocratic family, and his father 
was chief justice of the hessian Supreme 
court. While attending the University 
of bonn, herff lived with his uncle, the 
president of the university, and was able to 
meet many famous people. Studying under 
influential medical scientists and learning 
leading edge concepts and techniques, he 
began his medical education at berlin and 
finishing in 1843. While a surgeon in the 
hessian Army (1843-47) he developed 
ingenious techniques in plastic surgery and 
tuberculosis treatment.
 because of the political environment 
in Germany at this time, many Germans 
were emigrating, especially to America. 
In 1847 herff helped organize a group 
composed mainly of university-educated 
professionals, Die Vierziger (the Forty), 
to found an idealistic commune in texas. 
the commune was named bettina and was 
located on the Llano river near what is 
now castell. the enthusiastic settlers were 
ill prepared to cope with the harsh realities 
of the texas frontier, however, and within 
eighteen months the commune failed. herff 
returned to Germany convinced that texas 

Your next move should be a happY one

moovers
512.401.move (6683)

www.squarecowmoovers.com

$5000 OFF
local Moove when you

mention this ad
(full mooves only)

would be his ultimate home. he married 
mathilde hoeffer in 1849. he rejoined the 
military, and his successes in treating battle 
casualties were attributed to his dexterity and 
his scrupulous attention to cleanliness which 
resulted in low infection rates. he returned 
to texas, became a citizen, and dropped the 
nobility title “von” from his name. 
 he and his wife settled briefly in New 
braunfels, then moved in 1850 to San 
Antonio, where herff began one of the 
most prolonged careers in texas medicine. 
there was no lack of patients, but most 
were poor, and herff ’s philosophy that 
professional satisfaction was its own reward 
led to family hardships. Of necessity surgery 
was performed in homes, hotels, and even in 
open-air locations. his reputation grew as a 
result of remarkable medical feats, including 
the removal of two large bladder stones from a 
texas ranger, an operation which was herff ’s 

first use of chloroform and was witnessed 
by a crowd of onlookers which included 
ranger William A. A. (big Foot) Wallace; 
cataract removal resulting in the restoration 
of eyesight; the correction of a depressed skull 
fracture to alleviate traumatic epilepsy; and 
expert arrow removal (one victim traveled 
over 100 miles to obtain lifesaving relief ). 
he also performed gastrostomy on a young 
person who had ingested lye, and at age 
eighty-four under primitive ranch conditions 
he operated on his daughter-in-law, who had 
an ectopic pregnancy.
 herff worked tirelessly to achieve high 
standards of medical practice. he helped 
organize the bexar county medical Society, 
the West texas medical Association, the texas 
medical and Surgical record, and the texas 
medical Association and served on the texas 
State board of medical examiners. he was 
also instrumental in the establishment of San 
Antonio’s first hospital. herff shunned praise 
but he received many honors, including 
recognition from the University of Giessen 
and St. Louis college of Physicians and 
Surgeons. he died in San Antonio on may 
18, 1912. For more information contact 
rKeith@primerica.com rich Keith (512) 
266-8498.

 Sources: Dielmann, “Dr. Ferdinand 
Herff, Pioneer Physician and Surgeon,” 
SHQ 57; Ferdinand Herff, ed. Laura L. 
Barber; Nixon, A Century of Medicine in 
San Antonio, TSH online.
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Angie Noeth
THE Steiner Ranch

Realty Sales Specialist
(512) 695-7025

www.agent-angie.com

With over 130 available 
homes for sale in Steiner 

Ranch it’s to YOUR 
advantage to know the 

competition…

It’s as easy as logging onto
www.Agent-Angie.com

Click on property search and
you’ll have immediate access to
all available homes on MLS.

haylee Grace Pottichen 
7 lbs. 1 ounces
19.5 inches long
Born:
October 23, 2008
Proud Parents:
Aaron & tara Pottichen

Stork Report
in Steiner

Aidan Sweeney
8 lbs. 11 ounces
21 inches long
Born:
November 18, 2008
Proud Parents:
Orlandon & Lori Sweeney
Proud Grandparents:
ruth & bob Friedman

Baby Haylee Grace Pottichen
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local Residents Celebrate the holiday
and Success for Steiner Ranch Businesses

Submitted by Karin Wilkinson / Photos courtesy of  Field Photography

Around Steiner

 the local Steiner ranch bNI chapter, Steiner ranch referrals, celebrated the holiday 
and their business success this December at a home built by one of their members, Premier 
Partners homes.  In a time when it seems more and more businesses are cancelling their 
holiday plans, local business owners were able to combine efforts and enjoy a great holiday 
celebration.
 businesses in Steiner ranch are working together to create a better business environment, 
and having some fun along the way.  members of this group become very well acquainted 
with each others businesses, and this helps them promote one another through referrals.
 If you are interested in being more successful in 2009, meeting other great business owners, 
and “refusing to participate in the recession” as bNI states, visit www.bniaustin.com for 
more information, and to see a list of our area businesses who are members of this fantastic 
organization.
 the Steiner ranch bNI group meets every thursday morning at 8 a.m. at cups & cones, 
right here in our neighborhood.  Please stop by and see what all the success is about!
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Around Steiner

www.TrevAthlete.com

512-266-0432

•  Train Where You Live!
•  Beginners, Elites and Youth
•  Private, Group and Online
•  USA Triathlon Certified
•  USA Cycling Certified

Train Smart… Race Fast!!!

Your Steiner Ranch Triathlon Coaching Firm

SiGNEd, SEalEd, aNd dElivEREd:
trAVIS cOUNtY tAX bILLS FOr 2008 ShOULD be IN YOUr hANDS! 

 If you own property in travis county, chances are you already received 
a 2008 property tax bill.  And if you are among the 114,497 homeowners 
who escrow through a mortgage company or lending institution, 
don’t worry the mortgage company probably received the bill and will 
pay your property taxes.  but you might want to check to be sure. 
 “All taxpayers or their mortgage companies should have received their bills,” 
said travis county tax collector Nelda Wells Spears. “especially for owners of 
multiple properties, this is the time of year to make sure you have received all bills.” 
 Spears said many taxpayers want the advantage of federal tax 
deductions that require paid taxes by the end of the year. Any 
payment postmarked by December 31 will be recorded as a 
December payment and the receipt issued will show the same.  
 “Some taxpayers believe that if they do not receive a bill, they 
are not liable for tax payment,” Spears said.  “taxpayers are 
responsible for requesting a tax bill if they do not receive one.”  
 Spears said anyone who needs a tax bill can download a copy at www.
traviscountytax.org or call (512)-854-9473 to request a mailed copy. 
 Over the past several weeks, 258,543 bills hit mailboxes, Spears 
said.  Seniors and disabled taxpayers may take advantage of a special 
provision in the law that allows for installment payments. Last year 2,427 
persons participated in the program.  She urged taxpayers to call (512)-854 
9473 for details on what the law allows for seniors and disabled persons. 

 “If you can’t pay all of your tax bill, please call or come in and make 
arrangements,” Spears recommended.  “taxpayers will find it much 
cheaper to contact us than to wait for our office to contact them.”  
  the deadline to pay 2008 property taxes is February 2, 2009.  those 
who want a tax receipt showing payment in calendar year 2008 must 
make payment on or before the last day of the current calendar year.    
  the travis county tax Office main location is 5501 Airport boulevard, 
between Koenig Lane and 53½ Street.  the office opens at 7:30 a.m. 
and closes at 5:30 p.m., monday through Friday. Drive-through 
service and two deposit boxes for non-cash payment are available.   
 Satellite offices offer convenience to those in east Austin, 
Oak hill, Pflugerville and near Austin-bergstrom International 
Airport. All satellite offices open at 8:00 am and close at 5:00 pm.   
 east Austin – 4705 heflin Lane at Springdale and mLK blvd (drive 
through service)
Oak hill Office – 8656 highway 71W building b, second floor 
Pflugerville Office – 15822 Foothill Farms Loop (drive through service) 
Southeast Office – 4011 mcKinney Falls Parkway (drive through service) 
 Call (512) 854-9473 for assistance at all locations.
 See Graphic of Average tax Amount - http://www.traviscountytax.
org/pdfs/081204.pdf  See tax Office Vital Statistics - http://www.
traviscountytax.org/pdfs/081204.pdf

Challenge yourself to improve your health!
Join “Wellness Coach” Pharoel Wheeler for a

FREE 16 oz. Smoothie (Healthy‚

FREE 16 oz. Energy Drink ‚

FREE “Wellness Evaluation”(R
Challenge yourself and let Pharoel help you with your personal wellness 
goals...lose weight, increase energy, improve overall health...and more!

Take the “Wellness Challenge”...You’re Worth It!

Pharoel can show you how to “hit” your 
daily personal protein factor & daily caloric needs!



Copyright © 2009 Peel, Inc. The Star - January 2009  ��

www.lakewaypetnanny.com

•  Family Owned
•  References
•  Insured & Bonded

Serving Lakeway, The Hills, Flintrock, Alta Vista, Bee Cave and Steiner Ranch.

Free Consultation

Pets Home Alone?
Not When We’re Around!

www.steinerranchfantasyfootball.com

Steiner Ranch Fantasy Football Standings
(As of Week 14)

 Team Total Points
 Young Guns 2377 
 bobblehead Wobblers 2343 
 mcLovin 2273 
 One Asterisk 1988 
 Fat toads 1968 
 Flux capacitors 1899 
 the Scramblers 1850 
 barrel of monkeys 1825 
 Flying monkeys 1799
 Vikedawgs 1783 
 Ask Abby and Dennis 1752 
 motorboaters 1440 

Thanks to Fion
for being our 
weekly host.

Central Texas Real Estate

Stacey Hurley-Rider
Realtor ®

12104 Estrada Court
Austin, TX 78732
Stacey@MitzkatRealty.com
www.MitzkatRealty.com
512.423.8122

Excellence in Real Estate
Listening to what YOU want!

Your greatest treasures in life 
can be found wherever you 
invest your time, attention 

and resources.

Spanish train
 On tuesday, Dec. 2nd, parents, grandparents and children from the 
Spanish train mother’s Day Out program got together to celebrate 
the beginning of the Advent season. mrs. Jade Polk and children 
elizabeth and thomas reading about the meaning of the Advent 
wreath.
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Locks of Love
 the city of Austin and its people are known 
for their generous, giving nature.  Pigtails and 
crewcuts stepped things up a bit on Sunday 
December 8, with the finale to a seven month 
long “Locks of Love” campaign. the campaign 
started back in may. “We didn’t know what to 
expect,’ said owner Sandi bennett. “We were 
hoping for  25 or 30 girls and ended up with 
87!!! “It was amazing. We are very happy with 
the turn-out. For our first year, we more than 
exceeded our own expectations.”
 through-out the seven months the girls 
were treated to fun get-togethers hosted by 
local businesses; ice-cream at cups-and-cones, 
Karate at Vallari’s martial Arts, and Girls Night 
Out at JW tumbles. “We wanted to really show 
the girls what a special thing they were doing.  
All of these businesses were gracious enough to 
open their doors and show these girls a great 
time!” 
 Stylists Alexis Debose, Linda coulombe, 

Jennifer ballesteros, and michelle Lasher 
donated hours of time to cut miles of “locks” 
on Sunday, December 8th.  A total of 38 girls 
and mothers were treated to Free haircuts 
and styles by donating their hair to this worthy 
charity. these “locks” will be turned into 
hairpieces by Locks of Love charity for kids 
who are in need.
  Locks of Love is a charity dedicated to 
helping children, who have been stricken by 
disease that causes them to lose their hair, 
get new “hair” and a fraction of the cost. “It 
is a fabulous charity that children of all ages 
can be directly involved with,” says Sandi 
bennett.  “the girls all looked so proud of their 
accomplishment, when they saw those long 
ponytails getting bagged. this year was a huge 
success and next year will be even bigger.”
 Signups for next years event will begin on 
may 1st 2009.  call Sandi bennett at 512-372-
3500 for more information.

Submitted by Sandi Bennett

We didn’t know what to 
expect. “We were hoping 
for  25 or 30 girls and 
ended up with 87!!! 
- Sandi Bennett, owner of Pigtails and Crewcuts.

www.BelezaMedicalSpa.com    CALL FOR FREE CONSULT...512.342.1911

SmartXide DOT Thereapy and Smartlipo Laser Liposuction
Lawrence D. Broder MD

SmartXide DOT Therapy® SMART LIPO™

$500 OFF
INITIAL TREATMENT

SmartXide DOT®

BUY ONE AREAAND RECEIVE
$250 OFF 2ND AREA

SMART LIPO™

actual patient before 3 weeks later

SMART LIPO™
Ask about our

Mention The Peel, Inc Ad and Receive

Expires 2/15/09 Expires 2/15/09

10601 FM 2222 Suite L, AUSTIN, TX (In the Shops at River Place center across from 3M)

New Year...New You- Look and feel your best in 2009!

SmartXide DOT  Therapy 
induces immediate skin 
tightening and stimulates 
new collagen growth, 
improving the skin's 
texture and tone to fight 
fine lines and deep 
wrinkles, and even acne 

scars.  One of the favorite procedures of Hollywood stars, it is 
taking laser skin resurfacing to a whole new level, making 
these stars look 15 years younger in a lunch-time treatment.  
WebMD has called it the #1 anti-aging procedure of 2008.

New Smart Lipo Laser Body Sculpting that melts fat and 
tightens skin. Perfect for those areas that don’t respond to diet 
and exercise. 

6 weeks postop and
continuing to improvepreop

Mention The Peel, Inc Ad and Receive
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WE WANT YOUR BUSINESS!
 Dear Friends,
   Please forgive the direct approach, but far too many people are beating around the bush 
about what they want these days. So, here it is… 
   You’ve seen us in the newsletter for almost 6 months now and many of you have used 
our services and have even given us permission to use your words of encouragement in our 
website. We appreciate your business, but for the rest of you… We want to be your 
Heating & A/C  company, and you will be well served when you let us be your company 
of choice. 
   We will charge you for our services, but the price will be fair and the value will be high! 
We also guarantee our work and will be there when we say. (Won’t that be a bit of fresh air, 
no pun intended) 
   Like you, we work and live here in the same area, and want a fair bargain with no tricks 
and no games. What you see is what you get! 
   With us, you will know who we are; This is from your friends who do your 
neighbors’ Heating and Cooling and hopefully yours soon! 

          Sincerely, 
Will Hawkins, King of Comfort

This is the Slowest time of the year for us. Needless to say, this economy isn't helping. So in order to 
keep my techs busy I am willing to pass on some great deals to you. It’s a win, win for both of us. You 
get a great deal, my guys get to work! 
 So here it is… 
                 46 point furnace tune up & cleaning, duct inspection, A/C check.  

For only $49! (The Total Tune!)
For an additional $20 We will do a water heater tune up as well! 

Just Call 512-328-2000

Master Lic. M19259                                                                                 TACLb17866E 

We are also proud to announce we have opened our Plumbing 
Division! So you can now have the same great service that you get 
with our Heating and Cooling side. Our new plumbing manager’s name 
is Don Files, he has been in the plumbing trade for over 30 years. If he 
can't fix your problem, no one can. It’s the same number

512-328-2000.
   This picture kind of looks like Don. Although, he is a little shorter and 
heavier, and his face is different. And doesn't have as much hair. 

Submitted by Sandi Bennett
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*Prices are per person, based on double occupancy in the minimum categories, cruise only and in US dollars. Taxes and fuel
surcharges are additional. Additional sailings and rates are available. Cruise Holidays is not responsible for omissions or printing
errors; all pricing is current at tie of printing and subject to change.

Cruise Holidays of Northwest Austin
9901 North Capital of Texas Hwy #220, Austin, TX  78759  

512-338-8880
diana@cruiseholidays.com
www.cruiseholidays.com/northwestaustin

Cruise Holidays is the oldest and largest chain of cruise specialty 
stores in North America. Take advantage of our passion and expertise

in creating the perfect cruise experience for you - call us today!

Panama Canal
14-Day Panama Canal Cruise

ms Oosterdam 2/28/09
San Diego to Ft. Lauderdale

$1,499* Interior Cabin

$1,799* Ocean View Cabin

$2,199* Balcony Cabin

Alaska 
7-Day Alaskan Explorer Cruise

ms Westerdam 7/26/09
Seattle Roundtrip

$999* Interior Cabin

$1,319* Ocean View Cabin

$1,749* Balcony Cabin

Your Ship has Come In!
Experience the cruise vacation of a lifetime

with these special offers from Holland America Line

Around Steiner

Steiner TechNet
Wants You!

Submitted by David Dyke

 If you work in technology and live in 
Steiner ranch, we have a new community 
for you. this includes a quarterly social 
mixer in Steiner with opportunities to 
meet new neighbors, discuss business 
issues, find job opportunities and share 
best practice ideas, etc.
 For more information, email David 
Dyke at ddyke@i-hire.com and join 
Linkedin Groups Steiner techNet.

Steiner With Out Kids Social Group (SWOK)
Submitted by Paula Kaisner

  Did you know there is a social group in Steiner called Steiner w/o Kids (SWOK).  
We have been established since January 2006 and have had many couples join who’ve 
made new friendships.  Whether you’ve never had kids or you have grown children you 
are welcome to join this fun social group.  We get together once a month at someone’s 
home in Steiner for food and drinks along with making new friends and/or enjoying 
old friends!  It’s a great way to meet other couples and form new relationships with 
people who also don’t have children at home.  For more information please email Paula 
Kaisner at paula@kaisner.org

CoMMUNitY GRoUPS
 WAYS tO becOme INVOLVeD IN SteINer rANch

Steiner ranch
community Groups & Organizations

 Are you a member of a community group or organization here in Steiner?  Email 
the information about your group to thestar@peelinc.com and it will be included in 
each issue.  Feel free to submit post event write-ups and photos.

www.lakesidepizzagrill.com

512.266.2330

Come by and hang 
out for the game, 
enjoy the outdoors on 
our patio, or take it 
to go with our quick 
online ordering!

EVERY PLAY,
EVERY GAME.
EVERY SUNDAY.
Never miss a game with our 
NFL Football package

Hours:
Mon. - Thurs. 11am - 10pm
Sat. and Sun. 10am - 10pm

Now offering
Weekend Brunch!

KIDS EAT FREE TUESDAYS
Valid with the purchase of one adult entree. Limit of three free meals per ticket.
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512-894-0013
www.olyeller.com

Full Landscape
  Design/Installation

Flagstone Patios

Outdoor Kitchens,
        Pergolas, Fireplaces

Water Features

Masonry, Stucco,
  Rockwork, Brick, 
  Concrete

Outdoor Lighting













Before

after

Your
Steiner Ranch
Auto Specialist

Fast, free appraisals; I will come to your 
business or home. I have been buying cars 
in Austin for over 15 years. Why drive all 
over town? I’ll buy any make, model or year 
vehicle. Please call Patrick for your fast, free 
appraisal. (512)750-8289

I’ll buy
your car!!

Bowl for kids’ Sake
Submitted by Connie Anderson

 It’s almost time to lace up your bowling shoes, don your mardi 
Gras attire, and roll a strike to benefit big brothers big Sisters of 
central texas (bbbS).  For more than 25 years, bowl For Kids’ Sake 
(bFKS) has been big brothers big Sisters’ largest annual fundraiser.  
to thank participants for their contributions, bbbS hosts a free, 
fun-filled bowling party with team prizes!  the 2009 mardi Gras 
themed celebration (PG rated) will be held at highland Lanes on 
February 27th, 28th, and march 1st. 
  big brothers big Sisters mission is “to help children reach their 
potential through professionally supported, one-to-one relationships.”  
this year bbbS of central texas has served more than 1,500 children 
and has been “ranked among the top five [agencies] in the country!”  
this success wouldn’t be possible without community support, 
especially that of bFKS participants. “One hundred percent of the 
proceeds support the recruitment and screening of volunteers, and 
the professional support staff that check in with each child, parent, 
and volunteer on a regular basis.”  
  come learn more about bFKS at the official Kick-Off Party 
monday, January 19th at trudy’s North Star, 8820 burnet rd, from 
6:30 to 8:30 pm.  there will be door prizes, games, trivia, fundraising 

tips, and team registration.  be sure to brush up on your bowling 
and mardi Gras knowledge!  
  If you’re unable to attend the kick-off party, there are several ways 
to be a part of bowl For Kids’ Sake.  Gather your friends, family, 
neighbors, and coworkers to form a team of five (maximum) or register 
individually at http://austinbown.kintera.org.  the registration 
deadline is February 19th.  
there are also corporate 
sponsorship opportunities 
and group/industry bowling 
sessions listed on the website.  
For more information about 
bFKS or the Kick-Off Party, 
con t a c t  meghan 
Jones by phone 
a t  512-472-
5437 or email 
at  meghan@
bbbscentraltx.
org.  
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Eagles Jr. Pop warner football team
Submitted by Ashley Goolsby

 titles won by LcP Pop Warner Div. 1 JPW eagles during the 
2008 season:

central texas National JPW Division 1 champions
central texas JPW Division 1 champions
Southwest region JPW Division 1 regional Semi-final runner 
Up
(3rd in SW region - texas, Louisiana, Arkansas, Oklahoma, 
colorado, New mexico)

 We are so proud of their success not only athletically but also 
academically as over 85% of the team of 24 boys had a grade average 
of 93 or higher.  their record was 11-2, only losing one game during 
the regular season by 2 points and one game during the playoffs.  

•
•
•

•

PhOtO cAPtION:
back row:  coaches: tim hargreaves, richard Segina, John Dopson, 
David bell, John randolph, Allen Skinn, and chance mock
2nd row: Gray Goolsby, Paxton Segina, tom harrison, bailey 
middleton, Nathan Steichen, ethan bell, Jacob rockefeller, travis 
brannan, and carson Skinn
3rd row: blake Killinsworth, Nolan hargreaves, reed randolph, 
Garrett Anz, erik Orta, beveren means, ryan Dopson and Parker 
Ausley
4th row (sitting): Jason clemmer, Sean Dehne, Daniel conte, Jordan 
Sproull, conner eskelsen, cole Northcutt, and Zak Schoonover

Around Steiner

James, E. Longmire, III CPA 
512-970-2449/jlongmire@austin.rr.com 

• 
• 
• 

• 

It’s Tax Time! Call Jim Lakeway Pediatric Associates

-  Friendly, personalized and professional pediatric care.
-  School and camp physicals, sick and well child exams for 

your children from birth through late adolescence.
- Board certified physician.
- Accepting new patients and contracted with most insurances.

Shubha Adeni MD; FAAP
900 RR 620 South, Suite C 201, Lakeway, Texas 78734

Phone: 512 -328-2266 Office Hours: Monday – Friday 9 AM to 5 PM

Come meet the doctor 

for a no charge, no 

obligation visit.

Call 512 -328-2266 to 

schedule an appt.
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512.656.2626
sarge@resurgencefitness.com
www.resurgencefitness.com

Morning and Mid-Morning Classes!

no excuses

steiner ranch Bootcamp!

January 5 - January 30
Early Morning Class  l  M, W, F  l  5:30 am - 6:30 am

*NEW! Mid-Morning Class l  M, T, Th  l 8:00 am - 9:00 am
Child Supervision and Activities for Kids Ages 3 to 5

John Simpson Park
$190.00 per Individual / $290.00 per Duo
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WWW.ATFCU.ORG 512.302.5555

*Annual Percentage Rate. All rates expressed are “as low as”. **Austin Telco will pay all standard closing costs on Home Equity loans below 
$100k. Additional non-standard fees will be the responsibility of the member. Credit qualifications apply.  ***Rate applies to 1st lien 
commercial real estate loans with a loan to value of 80% or less; construction/development loan rates / terms may be different. No 
Pre-payment penalty. Please call for details. ****Annual Percentage Yield. Penalties for early withdrawal may apply. Actual rate may vary 
depending on credit qualifications. All APRs, APYs and terms are subject to change without notice. 

FREE 
CHECKING

200+ FREE ATMs

WWW.ATFCU.ORG 512.302.5555

ACCOUNTS ARE NOW INSURED TO AT LEAST $250,000.
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*Annual Percentage Rate. All rates expressed are “as low as”. **Austin Telco will pay all standard closing costs on Home Equity loans below 
$100k. Additional non-standard fees will be the responsibility of the member. Credit qualifications apply.  ***Rate applies to 1st lien 
commercial real estate loans with a loan to value of 80% or less; construction/development loan rates / terms may be different. No 
Pre-payment penalty. Please call for details. ****Annual Percentage Yield. Penalties for early withdrawal may apply. Actual rate may vary 
depending on credit qualifications. All APRs, APYs and terms are subject to change without notice. 

 You could win the best Valentines Day Present ever. Freedom boat 
club in Austin texas is raising money for the Austin children’s cancer 
center (www.Austincancercenters.com). We will be raffling off a 
Sunset cruise for two on Lake travis.  Imagine toasting the Lake 
travis sunset with a glass of champagne; all the while knowing that 
you are supporting in the fight against children’s cancer.

Included: ($900 Value)
3-course catered Dinner for 2

(Includes Wine and champagne)
2-hour cruise on a 26’ Sea ray Sundeck

 tickets are only $10.  the Drawing will be held on Feb 10th in 
Steiner ranch.  You will have the option taking the cruise anytime 
this year with sufficient notice. (excluding some major boating 
holidays)  
 100% of the money raised will be given to the children’s cancer 
center.  
 Let’s fight cancer $10 at a time. email or call bill marquardt to 
purchase your tickets today.   bmarquardt@freedomboatclub.com or 
512-828-1666.

512-263-9181 www.PEELinc.com

Peel, Inc.
Printing & Publishing
Publishing Community Newsletters Since 1991

Support Your 
Neighborhood

Newsletter.

Advertise your business
to your neighbors.

Kelly Peel
Sales Manager

Steiner Ranch Resident

512-263-9181
kelly@PEELinc.com

Around Steiner
Sunsets for Children’s Cancer Center in austin

Submitted by Bill Marquardt
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Personal classifieds (one time sell items, such as 
a used bike...) run at no charge to Steiner ranch 
residents, limit 30 words, please e-mail thestar@
PEELinc.com.
Business classifieds (offering a service or 
product line for profit) are $50, limit 40 words, 
please contact Peel, Inc. Sales Office at 512-263-
9181 or advertising@PEELinc.com.

 512.904.9006       |        www.solarcommunity.net         |        2401 E Sixth St. Suite 4063

By combining the new Federal Tax Credit with local incentives and our Steiner Ranch 
“Neighborhood Solar Program,” it has never been more affordable to go solar. Contact 
us to see how purchasing solar with your neighbors is good for your wallet and good for the planet. 

WHY GO 
SOLAR?
Up to $13,500.00 •	
in city rebates
25+ years of savings•	
Energy independence•	
Tax free ROI•	

 A website has been created for the residents of Steiner ranch called 
Steiner Social.  this free social networking website offers Steiner ranch 
residents a new way to meet, network and socialize with your neighbors.  
have a garage sale or block party you’d like to promote?  Looking for people 
to join your poker game?  Need one more person for a golf foursome?  Want 
to put together a wine tasting, basketball game or book club?  Want to just 
meet more people from Steiner ranch?  You can do it on Steiner Social!
 Steiner Social allows you to create your own profile page, invite 
your friends and neighbors, share pictures and videos, 
send messages to your friends, post events, create and 
join interest groups and share local news.  If you’re 
interested in joining Steiner Social, please send 
an email request to Peter Lubell at palubell@
sbcglobal.net.  You will then receive an email 
invitation with the proper link to sign up.  this 
site is for Steiner ranch residents only.

introducing “Steiner Social”:
Steiner Ranch’s

Social Networking website
Submitted by Peter Lubell

PERSoNal 
ClaSSifiEdS

FREE SnAkE/REPTilE/CREEPy-
CRAWlER REmovAl for Steiner 
ranch residents. I will come to your 
house, capture, remove and relocate 
any/all snakes, lizards, spiders, scorpions, 
etc. for no charge, and with a smile. 
call anytime.  Snake specialist! 512-
944-0633

FoR SAlE: Violin, brand new, only 
used approximately 8 months.  For info, 
call 658-7819
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JaNUaRY 2009

Calendar of Events
JaNUaRY 2009

ANNOUNce YOUr eVeNt
 Are you a member of a community group or organization here in Steiner?  Email the information about your 
group's event to thestar@peelinc.com and it will be included on the calendar.

 Sunday Monday Tuesday Wednesday Thursday Friday Saturday

     1 2 3  

 4 5 6 7 8 9 10

 11 12 13 14 15 16 17  

 18 19 20 21 22 23 24

 25 26 27 28 29 30 31

 Sunday Monday Tuesday Wednesday Thursday Friday Saturday

 1 2 3 4 5 6 7

 8 9 10 11 12 13 14 

 15 16 17 18 19 20 21 

 22 23 24 25 26 27 28 

Groundhog 
Day

Presidents
Day

Valentine's
Day

martin Luther 
King Jr. Day

New Year's
Day

fEBRUaRY 2009fEBRUaRY 2009

hike & bike

Free Yoga
Facility 

committee 
meeting

trails 
committee 

meeting

Dog
Obedience

class

Free Yoga

Organizing 
101

Social
committee

meeting

education
Funding

retirement
Strategies

New trail
Introduction

Free Yoga Free
Scrapbooking

Young at 
heart mix 
and mingle

Free Yoga
SrmA bOD

meeting
SrrOA bOD

meeting

babysitting 
training

Dog Obedience
class

Free Yoga

Free Yoga

Free Yoga

Free Yoga

estate
Planning

Abc's of 
making money 

for teens
chili cook-off

Summer camp 
Fair
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www.Steiner360.com

Kelly Thate
512.750.5777

ThateTeam@yahoo.com

Lenae Snow
512.636.1609

LSnow@austin.rr.com

The Steiner360 Team

Let us assist you with all
your real estate needs.

No one knows your neighborhood better than your neighbors!

57 homes sold in 
Steiner Ranch during 

the last 3 months.
Call for details!

This advertising spot is offered as a free service to Steiner 
Ranch residents. We are not affiliated with and do not 

endorse any services shown here.

1309 Horseback Hollow,
Previously listed for over 1 year.

We sold this home in only 3 weeks! 

13113 Delphinus Walk, $450,000, Greenbelt
2007 barely lived in, over $72K in upgrades, 

huge backyard

13125 Zen Garden, $262,000, Greenbelt Lot
1.18 acres, uninterrupted panoramic

Lake Austin views

12916 Appaloosa Chase, $270,000, 1-story
Open floor plan, true 4 bedroom,

walk to schools

12525 Central Park, $300,000, Greenbelt
Rare 1-story with bonus gameroom

and half bath up

2701 Rio Mesa, $405,000, Priced to sell fast!
Gorgeous backyard, endless lap pool,

4 bedroom 3.5 bath

Austin Asset Management Co.
Diversified investment strategy that 
complements your goals.
Holistic approach to financial planning, we 
look at every aspect of your financial life.
Fee-only services, we recommend what is 
best for you.
You will always have more than one 
professional in the room to give you advice.

W. Eric Hehman, CFP®,CEO
512-453-6622

eric@austinassetmanagement.com
www.austinassetmanagement.com

•

•

•

•

Is Your Current Mortgage Rate Over 6%?

If so, NOW is the time to take advantage 
of the lowest rates in five years!

Call Joe Brown with Sente Mortgage 
today for a quick estimate of your 

monthly savings.

Sente is an independent mortgage bank, 
not a broker, that represents more than 

50 lenders nationwide. 

Joe has been a mortgage consultant in 
Austin since 1985 and can be reached at 

(512) 637-9108 or
joe.brown@SenteMortgage.com.
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 It’s a fact of our global economy that consumers are drawn to the 
internet because of convenience.  Why it is important to “think Local 
business First?”

Local businesses are often collectively our largest local employer. 
the largest growth of jobs is from small business owners.
When one dollar is spent at a local business, economists indicate it 
is circulated four to seven additional times in the local economy.
every dollar spent locally generates up to 75% more tax revenue 
to our community and State.
Local businesses are often the largest financial supporters of 
neighborhood school programs, local charities and youth sports 
activities.
Strong local businesses help maintain property values and 
contribute to the character of our community by offering a diverse 
selection of goods and services.
Local businesses are most often the first job for our children and 
also the first introduction into the “real world” of economics.
Small businesses often innovate quicker and thus grow faster and 
can have a greater impact on our community.

 Support the businesses in your community and “think Local business 
First.”

1.

2.

3.

4.

5.

6.

7.

BUSiNESS ClaSSifiEdS
FouR PoinTS TuToRinG, offers one-on-one tutoring in 
all core academic subjects. We serve all ages, pre – kindergarten 
through adult.  Our tutors are experienced educators that are 
passionate about helping students learn! For further information 
contact us at 512-497-4355 or Fourpointstutoring@sbcglobal.
net.    

Science & math Tutoring @ Steiner Ranch: College/High 
school: chemIStrY, all mAth, PhYSIcS. middle/
Elementary School: math homework help, PAce, tAKS, 
math enrichment Programs. many references! Dr. Anjali 
Sharad @ 512 853 9624 or excel.science@gmail.com

Business Section
Creating Strong vibrant 

Communities  
 With college savings plans, students of all ages can save for all 
college costs, including tuition, fees, room, board, textbooks and 
computers.  It’s not just for kids: If you are considering going back 
to college or graduate school, you can open a college savings plan 
for yourself. You will save on taxes, and if you end up not going to 
school, you can always transfer the money, tax-free, to another 529 
plan for your children or spouse.
 Withdrawals from college savings plans can be used at most colleges 
and universities throughout the country, including graduate schools. 
Some foreign education institutions also may be eligible. many states 
now offer at least one college savings plan that has no residency 
restrictions. You can live in Ohio, contribute to a plan in maine, 
and send your child to college in california. however, if your state 
offers state tax advantages to residents who participate in the local 
plan, you’ll miss out if you opt for another state’s 529 plan.
 college savings plans typically cover all “qualified education 
expenses” at eligible colleges, universities and other post-secondary 
institutions, including tuition, fees, books and supplies, equipment, 
room and board.
 When you invest in a college savings plan, you pay money 
into an investment account on behalf of a designated beneficiary. 
contributions can vary and are only limited by the maximum 
and minimum contributions limits set by most plans. Although 
the maximum contribution amount differs from state to state, in 
the majority of states offering college savings plans, the maximum 
amount that you can contribute for one beneficiary exceeds 
$200,000.  to further increase the amount of contributions you can 
make, you can open a second college savings plan in another state. 
 most states also offer very flexible minimum contribution 
limits. many require a $250 initial contribution with subsequent 
contributions of as little as $50.  typically, each plan gives you a 
number of investment options that allow you to invest in various 

529 College Savings Plans 
Make Sense

Submitted by Rich Keith

(Continued on Page 25)
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 Are you looking to grow your business 
in 2009?  If so, you might be interested in 
a few of the business networking groups in 
the area.  there are a few to choose from:
Steiner Ranch Referrals BNI Group
 meetings are on thursday mornings 
from 8:00 to 9:30 at cups and cones in 
Steiner ranch.  Visitors are welcome!  If 
you are interested in visiting a meeting 
please contact elicia rudberg at elicia@
Austinrelocationresource.com for more 
information or visit www.bNIAustin.
com.
Four Points BNI
 meetings are on Wednesday at lunch 
from 11:30 to 1:00 at the river Place 
country club.  Visitors are welcome!  If you 
are interested in visiting a meeting please 
contact Amy Oehler at Amy@Lending360.
net or visit www.bNIAustin.com.

education Funding, January 15
New retirement Strategies, January 22
estate Planning and Long term care, 
February 12
Abcs of making money for teens, Feb 
19 (for teens)
Abcs of talking to Your Kids About 
money, march 12 (for parents)
Women and Finance, April 2
money 101 for your 401(k), march 
26 - Satisfies IrS 404(c) educational 
requirements for employers.

 All seminars are free, educational and with 
no obligation.  Seminars are held in Steiner 
ranch.  to rSVP contact rkeith@primerica.
com rich Keith (512) 266-8498.

•
•
•

•

•

•
•

three Business Networking Groups
in the area

free Educational 
Seminars in 

Personal finance  A Business Referral Group Made Fun
 Networking Northwest Austin is expanding 
its member base of businesses in our area.  
NWNWA members build close business 
and personal relationships.  We believe in 
business by referrals and having a limited 
member base (not duplicating professions), 
so you will not see your competitors here. 
We have a caring, positive, involved group 
of people who not only wish to build their 
business, but also want to build the strength 
of our networking group.  NWNWA meets 
on the 2nd and 4th tuesday at Waterloo 
Ice house, 360 & Fm 2222 from 7:00 am 
– 8:30am.  And a fun happy hour once per 
month at a beautiful location.  come to 
a breakfast or call Dorothy Scarborough 
– President dscarborough5@austin.rr.com, 
512-589-3678.
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News You Can Use

  most of us have trees in our front yards that 
were provided by our home builders. Did you 
know that the stakes supporting these trees 
need to be removed within the first year?  this 

is because stakes provide artificial support 
that replaces a supportive trunk and root 
system.

  movement of the trunk helps 
strengthen the tree by thickening it 

and giving it taper from bottom to 
top. trunk movement also stimulates 
root growth.  the artificial support 

from the stakes leaves tree trunks weak 
and their root systems less developed.

  bottom line - all staking material needs 
to be removed after roots have established. this can be 

as early as a few months, but should be no longer than 
one growing season.  

what’s at Stake?
The Health of Your Trees

Free Admission entire month of January

Rainwater Collection Weekend
make the most of winter rain with the book and DVD, “rainwater 
collection for the mechanically challenged.” Free bottle of fresh-
from-the-clouds drinking water with each purchase of a rainwater 
collection product.  Saturday and Sunday, January 10 and 11.

keith Steber and Barbara irwin Exhibits
mixed media and oil paintings by Steber and found object flower art 
by Irwin in the store. January 17 through march 15

Tree Talk & Winter Walk 
Find the trees and shrubs you need at the sale and learn all about 
texas tree species with walks and talks led by Wildflower center staff 
and local tree experts. book signing at the store and 20 percent off 
tree books. 9 a.m. to 5:30 p.m. Saturday, January 24 

Winter Clearance at the store
Final reductions on seasonal goods.  Saturday, January 31

January Events at the 
wildflower Center
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DDiivvoorrccee
OOppttiioonnss

AAnn  eedduuccaattiioonnaall  sseemmiinnaarr  
ffoorr  iinnddiivviidduuaallss  ffaacciinngg  ddiivvoorrccee  

PPrreesseenntteedd  bbyy  
IInnddeeppeennddeenntt  CCoollllaabboorraattiivvee  aanndd    

FFaammiillyy  LLaaww  AAttttoorrnneeyyss  

Amanda Andrae |512.382.2989 
Catherine Benouis |512.479.7990 

Amy Lambert |512.472.1919 
Cristi Trusler |512.481.0330 

Melissa Williams |512.477.5448

the next DDIIVVOORRCCEE  OOPPTTIIOONNSS  seminar will be held on 

TThhuurrssddaayy,,  JJaannuuaarryy  2222,,  22000099  
66::0000  pp..mm..  ––  77::3300  pp..mm..  

Mira Vista Building 
22770055  BBeeee  CCaavveess  RRooaadd,,  SSuuiittee  330000,,  AAuussttiinn,,  TTeexxaass  7788774466  

Divorce Options is an informational session about various divorce process 
alternatives available in Texas, followed by question and answer time.

No individual advice will be given. 

Limited space available; reserve your spot by calling Erika at 512.477.5448 

FFoorr  mmoorree  iinnffoorrmmaattiioonn::  wwwwww..tteexxaassddiivvoorrcceeooppttiioonnss..ccoomm  

mutual fund portfolios. Some college savings plans offer age-based 
mutual fund portfolios. When the child is younger, the portfolio 
typically invests mostly in stock funds, which carry a higher risk, but 
higher return potential. As your child grows older, the asset allocation 
becomes increasingly conservative as it gradually shifts to bond funds 
and other fixed-income funds.
 many states also offer non-age-based investment options, allowing 
you to select portfolios with conservative, moderate and aggressive asset 
allocations.  the IrS allows you to change your investment options 
once every calendar year in a college savings plan.
 Investing in college savings plans does come with some risk. Unlike 
prepaid tuition plans, they don’t lock in tuition prices. Nor does the 
state back or guarantee the investments. there also is the risk with most 
college savings plan investment options that you may lose money or 
your investment may not grow enough to pay for college. 
 Fees, charges and expenses.  All 529 plans have fees and expenses. 
Not only do these charges vary among 529 plans, but also they can 
vary within a single 529 plan.  It is very important to take fees and 
expenses into account when selecting a college savings plan. Slightly 
larger fees and expenses can make a big difference in the value of 
your investment over time. Let’s say you invest $10,000 in a college 
savings plan with a return of 8% before expenses. With a plan that 
had annual administration and operating expenses of 3.03%, after 18 

years, you would end up with only $22,966.81. If the college savings 
plan had expenses of 0.65%, you would end up with $35,534—a 35% 
difference!
 before buying a 529 plan, you should find out about the particular 
plan you are considering, and be sure you understand the plan’s 
description of fees and expenses.  Work with your financial professional 
to help you make the right choices. 

View the Kids' Club Contest 
Winners online each month at

www.peelinc.com/kidsclub.php

529 College Savings Plan- (Continued from Page  22)
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Sharon Davis has a Bachelor’s Degree in 
Music Education and a Master’s Degree in 
Flute Performance.  She teaches at Austin 

Community College and plays Principal Flute 
in the Austin Civic Orchestra.  She will be 

opening her studio to students in the Steiner 
Ranch Area beginning in January, 2009.

Flute Lessons
 Now being offered in Steiner Ranch!

Call now to reserve you or
your child’s spot in the Flute Studio!

512-447-1177
Or email to:  SharonDavis100@hotmail.com
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News You Can Use
 Naturewatch

by Jim and Lynne Weber

The Cunning Coyote
Although the coyote has 

been (and continues to be) 
one of the most persecuted 
mammals in human history, this 
is largely due to the common 
misconceptions and myths 
that surround the species.  Add 
the fact that they are a highly 
intelligent animal with keen 
senses of hearing, sight, and 
smell, and you can easily see 
why they are the subject of such 
scrutiny.

About the size of a small 
German shepherd, the coyote weighs an average of 25 to 40 pounds, 
with long, slender legs, a bushy tail with a black tip, and large ears that 
are held erect.  While its coat can vary, it is usually grey or buff-colored 
and its snout is long and slender.  A strong swimmer, the coyote 
characteristically runs with its tail down, instead of horizontally 

like foxes or up like wolves and 
dogs.  Primarily nocturnal and 
very opportunistic, coyotes will 
eat almost anything, but in texas 
they prefer rabbits, rodents, and 
insects.  because coyotes can utilize 
many different food sources and 
humans have all but exterminated 
its main predator, the wolf, coyotes 
have rapidly spread to all parts of 
the country, including urban and 
suburban areas.    

considered monogamous with 
pairs living together for several 
years, coyotes are usually shy and 

elusive, but are frequently seen individually, in pairs, or in small 
groups, especially when near food.  A family group, more commonly 
known as a pack, consists of the parents, their pups, and, occasionally, 
the previous year’s pups.  male and female coyotes pair up, establish 
a territory, and breed from mid-January to early march.  Normally 

(Continued on Page 27)
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utilizing a natural cavity or a den dug by another mammal, they 
will make the necessary renovations by excavating multiple escape 
tunnels linked to the surface.  After a gestation period of 63 to 65 
days, a litter of five to seven pups is born. During the weeks following 
the birth, the male will bring food to the family, but the female will 
not allow him inside the den. coyotes normally may live from 10 
to 12 years.

It is easy to get the impression that an area is overflowing with 
coyotes when one hears a family’s howls.  It reality, there are probably 
only 2-6 individuals in a pack!  While some people may find it a bit 
unnerving, coyotes use howling as a means of communication to 
tell non-family members to stay out of their territory, to locate one 
another within their territory, to distract other coyotes away from 
young pups, and as a means for older pups to practice mimicking 
their parents.

Due to misconceptions and fears about coyotes, many people 
don’t recognize the beneficial aspects that coyotes contribute to our 
ecosystem. Predators, such as the coyote, serve a valuable function 
in keeping prey species in balance with their habitat. Populations 
of small animals, such as rodents and insects, could increase out 
of control without predators. coyotes can reduce the number of 

small animals that homeowners and gardeners consider as pests. 
While coyotes may change ecological balances of predator and prey 
species somewhat, they will not eliminate other species from the 
environment. many scavenger animals, such as foxes and vultures, 
benefit from coyote predation on other animals through increased 
food availability from leftover carcasses.

coyotes are naturally afraid of people and their presence alone 
is not a cause for concern, though they can become habituated to 
rely on human-related sources of food.  Simple steps you can take 
to peacefully coexist with them include keeping your garbage and 
recycling inside and secure until the morning of pickup, closing off 
crawlspaces under porches and decks, feeding your pets indoors, 
keeping your pets indoors at night (especially cats and small dogs), 
and educating your neighbors to do the same. 

Like all wild animals, coyotes have a right to inhabit our wild 
places, including the preserves that border our suburban homes.  If 
you do your part to help strike a proactive balance between humans 
and these wild creatures and respect their right to exist, you may well 
be rewarded with a familial chorus of howls on a moonlit night!

Send your nature-related questions to naturewatch@austin.rr.com 
and we’ll do our best to answer them.   

Nature Watch- (Continued from Page 26)
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News You Can Use
a New Year’s Resolution for your PC

Submitted by Laurie Scott
the holidays are now behind us and we are all brimming with 

New Year’s resolutions that are probably destined to fail, but I have 
a resolution you can actually keep.

I preach and preach to backup your computer’s data to everyone I 
encounter, yet invariably someone will have a system failure and when 
I ask if their data was backed up, I’ll get a great story about how they 
meant to purchase an external drive, or that have the drive, but never 
got around to setting it up.  Well, it’s a new year and time to commit 
to safeguarding your data.  Stop and think for a minute about all 
you have on your computer.  maybe you have priceless photos from 
a vacation, or a birthday, or even wedding and honeymoon pictures.  
how would you feel if the hard drive suffered a catastrophic failure, 
or you were the victim of a break-in and your computer was stolen.  
You can never get those pictures back.  maybe you have important 
business or financial data, how would you get that back?

So here are a couple of inexpensive ways to protect your precious 
data.  One way is to use an external hard drive that connects to 
your computer’s USb port.  You can find them for under $100 and 
most of them come with some kind of backup software.  A favorite 
backup software of mine is the free version of Syncback, which can be 
downloaded at www.2brightsparks.com/freeware.  It is easy to use, and 

you can schedule it to run daily so you don’t have to remember.
An even better choice is an online, off-site backup.  this gives 

you access to your data from anywhere, and even in the event of 
fire your data is safe.  If you have less than 2 Gigabytes of data, you 
can backup your information for free at mozy.com.  my favorite is 
using a $20 software package called JungleDisk.  You download it 
from jungledisk.com.  You use the software to easily upload your 
data to Amazon’s secure servers designed just for storage.  Your data 
is encrypted during transmission and while being stored – only you 
have access to the data because only you have your encryption code.  
the cost is only $.15 per Gigabyte for storage and $.10 per Gigabyte 
for transfer.  You don’t have to upload everything you have, just your 
most valuable files.  even if you have lots and lots of photos, you’ll 
probably only pay 25 cents a month or less.  the software lets you 
easily schedule what files and folders to backup, so you again can set 
it and forget it.

So this year, make a New Year’s resolution to protect your 
computer’s data and do daily or weekly backups.  Once you set it 
up, your computer will keep your resolution for you and a year from 
now, you can look back and know that you kept at least one of your 
2009 resolutions.
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DISCLAIMER: Articles and ads in this newsletter express the opinions of their 
authors and do not necessarily reflect the opinions of Peel, Inc. or its employees. 
Peel, Inc. is not responsible for the accuracy of any facts stated in articles submitted 
by others. The publisher also assumes no responsibility for the advertising content 
with this publication. All warranties and representations made in the advertising 
content are solely that of the advertiser and any such claims regarding its content 
should be taken up with the advertiser.
* The publisher assumes no liability with regard to its advertisers for misprints or 
failure to place advertising in this publication except for the actual cost of such 
advertising.
* Although every effort is taken to avoid mistakes and/or misprints, the publisher 
assumes no responsibility for any errors of information or typographical mistakes, 
except as limited to the cost of advertising as stated above or in the case of 
misinformation, a printed retraction/correction.
* Under no circumstances shall the publisher be held liable for incidental or 
consequential damages, inconvenience, loss of business or services, or any other 
liabilities from failure to publish, or from failure to publish in a timely manner, 
except as limited to liabilities stated above.

The Star is a private publication published by Peel, Inc. It is not sanctioned by 
any homeowners association or organization, nor is it subject to the approval of 
any homeowners association or organization, nor is it intended, nor implied to 
replace any publication that may be published by or on behalf of any homeowners 
association or organization.  At no time will any source be allowed to use The 
Star contents, or loan said contents, to others in anyway, shape or form, nor in any 
media, website, print, film, e-mail, electrostatic copy, fax, or etc. for the purpose 
of solicitation, commercial use, or any use for profit, political campaigns, or other 
self amplification, under penalty of law without written or expressed permission 
from Peel, Inc. The information in the newsletter  is exclusively for the private 
use of  Peel, Inc. 
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Did You Know?
.... Personal classifieds can be submitted to The Star for FREE by all Steiner 
Ranch Residents? email your personal classified to thestar@peelinc.
com.

.... Any Steiner Ranch resident or community group can submit an article 
to The Star? Photos and post-event write ups are welcome. email your 
article to thestar@peelinc.com (deadline is the 9th of the month prior 
to the issue).

.... Kids Club winners are posted online? Visit http://www.peelinc.com/
kidsclub.php to see the current and past winners.
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RR 620 North, near Lakeway and Steiner Ranch | 512.266.3005
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Boarding • Training • Doggy Play Day
www.taurusdogtraining.com

Ask about our 
Train-and-Play package!

DOB: October 1993 & October 1997
Kendrell and Jonathan want to find a forever family.  they have a close bond; Jonathan 

looks up to his sister and Kendrell is very nurturing to her brother.  they enjoy each 
other’s company and play well together and other children.  Kendrell and Jonathan do 
well in school and excel in sports.  they are both wonderful children who appear shy or 
quiet when you first meet them, but both can also be strong-willed and determined.

Kendrell is outgoing, cheerful and makes friends easily.  She enjoys running and doing 
typical “girl” things.  She is engaging and talkative.  Kendrell may present as a tough girl, 
but her foster parents report that underneath her tough exterior, Kendrell has a big and 
generous heart.

Jonathan is a happy, easy-going child.  he is active and enjoys sports and drawing.  he is smart and 
can watch someone doing something and it will only take him a few tries to be able to do it himself.

these children very much want to be adopted together and would contribute significantly to the happiness of a family.  Jonathan would 
benefit from a positive male role model that will spend time doing mutually enjoyable activities.  Kendrell would thrive in a home that 
allows her to be a teenager while guiding her in becoming a mature young woman.

If you would like more information on becoming an adoptive parent, please contact the Adoption coalition of texas at 512-301-2825 
or info@adopttexas.org. For more information about Kendrell and Jonathan, please contact:  Grace Lindgren, LmSW, Adoption coalition 
of texas/Wendy’s Wonderful Kids recruiter, Gracelindgren@adopttexas.org, 512-687-3209.

Meet Kendrell and Jonathan

News You Can Use
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This information was provided by KidsHealth, one of the largest resources online for medically reviewed health information written for parents, 
kids, and teens. For more articles like this one, visit www.KidsHealth.org or www.TeensHealth.org.  ©1995-2006. The Nemours Foundation

the 5-Second Rule
 Almost everyone has dropped some food on 
the floor and still wanted to eat it. If someone 
saw you drop it, he or she might have yelled, “5-
second rule!” This so-called rule says food is OK 
to eat if you pick it up in 5 seconds or less.
 Believe it or not, scientists have tested the rule. 
We’re sorry to report it’s not necessarily true. 
Bacteria can attach itself to your food even if 
you pick it up super-fast. But will your dropped 
food contain enough bacteria to make you sick? 
It’s possible — and that’s why you shouldn’t eat 
food that has hit the floor.
 Here’s what you need to know about the 5-
second rule:

1. a clean-looking floor isn’t necessarily 
clean.
A floor that looks dirty is usually worse, but 
even dry floors that look clean can contain 
bacteria. Why? Some germs can survive on 
the floor for a long time. And unless you have 
a powerful microscope, you can’t check to 
see how many germs are there. So chances 
are, some bacteria are probably living on 
your kitchen floor and the cafeteria floor 
at school. 

2. faster is better.
A piece of food will pick up more bacteria 
the longer it spends on the floor. So food 
left there for 5 seconds or less will probably 
collect fewer bacteria than food sitting there 
for a longer time. 

3. fast  may not be fast  enough. 
Bacteria can attach to your food as soon as 
it hits the floor. That means food left on the 
floor for an instant can get contaminated 
if conditions are right. And foods with wet 
surfaces, like an apple slice, can pick up 
bacteria easily. 

4. w h e n  i n  d o u b t , t o s s  i t  o u t . 
Some bacteria are not harmful. But others can 
give you awful stuff, like diarrhea. You can’t see 
the bacteria and, even if you could, it doesn’t 
take much to make you sick. So what are you 
to do with that delicious piece of whatever 
that just slipped from your grip? The safest 
choice is to throw it out. Or give it to your 
brother. Just kidding! 

Reviewed by: Mary L. Gavin, MD
Date reviewed: August 2007
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Color the drawing below and mail the finished artwork to us at
Peel, Inc. - Kids Club

311 Ranch Road 620 S,  Suite 200
Lakeway, TX 78734

We will select the top few and post their artwork online at www.PEELinc.com. DUE: January 31st

Attention KIDS: Send Us Your Masterpiece!

Steiner Ranch

Be sure to include
the following
so we can

let you know!
Name: _____________________
___
           (first name, last initial)
Email Address:  _______________
_____________________________
______
Age:________________________
___
[This information will only be used 
to notify you or your parents if your 
artwork was selected.]

winter

wonderland

winter

wonderland
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