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AUSTINTOROS

Submitted by Barry Klassen

Local Youth Team
Wins Statewide Baseball Tournament

The Austin Toros, a local 8 year old and under coach pitch
baseball team, won a prestigious statewide "Nations Baseball"
Elite tournament in Houston in February. The "Presidents Day
Qualifier" matched 14 of the top teams from across the state.
Matthew Klassen (#99 in photo), a Steiner Ranch resident,
played a key role at shortstop, leading the Toros to a perfect 6-0
record for the weekend. In the quarterfinals of the tournament,
the Toros were forced to survive a walk off grand slam in the
top of the last inning that tied the game at 10, only to win on
a sacrifice fly to center field, and a close play at the plate that
barely beat a perfect throw. The semifinals brought the top

(Continued on Page 11)

Run The Ranch

Submitted by Heather Van Stavern

Saturday, March 7th was the fourth annual
Steiner Run the Ranch 5K, Kids K and
Health Fair at the Towne Square Community
Center. Over 380 runners laced up their
shoes, with a record-breaking number of
Kids K participants! Hill Country Bible
Church was the title sponsor and, as usual,
provided friendly, helpful volunteers. Gene
Arant Real Estate provided all the awards for
the winners.

After working up an appetite, runners
crossed the finish line to enjoy delicious food
including Rudy’s breakfast tacos, sweets from
the Steiner Steak House, cup cakes from Rise
and Shine Bakery, fruit from Lamb’s Tire
and Automotive and a Fuze drink. Once
they refueled, there was plenty more fun
to be had, including two bounce houses, a
children’s obstacle course, dancing with the
Chick-fil-A cow, and a visit to the Health
Fair for information and fun freebies from a
variety of healthcare professionals.

You won’t want to miss Run the Ranch
2010, so mark your calendars for March 6th
2010!

ZARAGE SN

Spring Garage Sale

Saturday, April 18"
8:00am — 12:00pm
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IMPORTANT NUMBERS

EMERGENCY NUMBERS

EMERGENCY ....ooovviiiiiiiiiiiiee ettt 911
BILC e e 911
AmbBUIANCe ...cvviiiiiiiic e 911
Sheriff — Non-Emergency........ccccocccoviiiicinnnnnee. 512-974-0845
Travis County ESD No.6/Lake Travis Fire Rescue
Administration Office........cccoevvevviiieveieennenen. 512.266.2533
SCHOOLS
Leander ISD.......coouvioviiiiiieieeieceeeeie et eee e 512-434-5000
Cedar Park High School.................cooi 512-435-8300
Canyon Ridge Middle School ............................. 512-424-7500
Laura Welch Bush Elementary.............c.cccccce.cce. 512-435-4750
Steiner Ranch Elementary ..........c.ccccocociinini. 512-434-7100
UTILITIES
Travis County WCID # 17....ccccccovviiniiniiniinns 512-266-1111
City of Austin Electric.......c.ccocociinniiiiinnnee. 512-494-9400
Texas Gas Service
CUSEOM SEIVICE..vvieveeereeeereeeireeereeeireeseeeneenns 1-800-700-2443
Emergencies........cocoovviiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiienne 512-370-8609
Call Before You Dig.......cccoeeuviiuiininiiiiiiine 512-472-2822
AT&T
INEW SEIVICE ..uveeeuriiireeeeeeerieeireeeeeeireeseeeineens 1-800-464-7928
Repair...c.coociviiiniiiiiiiiiiiccccc, 1-800-246-8464
Billing.....c.cooviiiiiiiiiiiiiniccicce 1-800-858-7928
Time Warner Cable
CUStOMETL SEIVICE ..vvveieurieeeiriieeeieeeeieeeereeeenes 512-485-5555
RePars....coocuiviiiiiiiiiiiiiciccc e 512-485-5080
TEST (Trash)....coeeeeeeeeiiiieeeeeeie e eve e 512-282-3508
OTHER NUMBERS
Lake Travis Postal Office........cccoevvevvieieveriveennnen. 512-263-2458

NEWSLETTER PUBLISHER

PEEL, TNC. eeeeeeeeeeeeeee e e eeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeaee 512-263-9181
Editor - Kelly Peel .........cccccooviiiinnnne. thestar@peclinc.com
AdvVertising........ccoceeevviciieiiiencennnnen. advertising@peelinc.com

MISSION STATEMENT

The Star, For Steiner Ranch

The mission of The Star is to provide the Steiner Ranch
community with one source of local news content that is
provided by Steiner Ranch residents. Our goal is to help build
Steiner Ranch by connecting local businesses with residents
and residents with relevant neighborhood information.

"Be the Community. "

ADVERTISING INFO

Please support the advertisers that make The Star possible.
If you are interested in advertising, please contact our sales
office at 512-263-9181 or advertising@PEELinc.com. The
advertising deadline is the 10th of the month prior to the
issue.

ARTICLE INFO

The Star is mailed monthly to all Steiner Ranch residents.
Residents, community groups, churches, etc. are welcome
to include information about their organizations in the
newsletter. Personal news for the Stork Report, Teenage
Job Seekers, recipes, special celebrations, and birthday
announcements are also welcome.

To submit an article for The Star please email it to
thestar@peelinc.com. The deadline is the 9th of the month
prior to the issue.

N

urbo@; . .
c:omponyj /

Custom = Traditional Interior
Interior & Exterior Repainting
& Exterior = Custom Striping
Painting = FouxFinishing
Every room, areq, and outside of your home

reflects your personality, presence,
individuality and sophistication.

We take great pride in our work

FREE Estimates

gxzcé/c: é
512-745-0706

Steiner Ranch Resident

15 Yrs. Experience

Trusted Member of the

Steiner Ranch BNI Referrals Group
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IVER PLACE

CountrYy CLuB

COME SEE EVERYTHING
MEMBERSHIP HAS
TO OFFER...

Golf, Tennis, Fitness,
Social & Dining

WHAT ARE YOUR KIDS
DOING THIS SUMMER:?

Join the Fun During our 10 Weeks of Camp!
Camps are Offered June thru August

Our Programs include:

* Sports Camp * Tap

* Tot Camp * Ballet

* Group & Private Swim Lessons  * Hip Hop
* Golf & Tennis Camps * Karate

*Membership is Not Required to Attend Camps!
Visit us online to view our 2009 Summer Programs!

4207 River Place Boulevard
Austin, Texas 78730
Phone: 512.346.1114
Fax: 512.346.0527

www.riverplaceclub.com

The Dominion o Golf Group

River Place ® The Dominion ® Onion Creek ® Twin Creeks

Copyright © 2009 Peel, Inc.

The Star - April 2009




Around Steiner

Eggstravganza

Come visit the Easter Bunny!
Enjoy the Face Painter, Balloons, Pony Rides,
Pefting Zoo, & much more!

April 11, 2009 & 9:30am
The Eggstravganza is from 9:30am to 11:00am

at the John Simpson Park. The Egg Hunt starts af
10:00am SHARP — Don't be Iatel

Bring your camera for photo opportunities
with the Easter Bunny.

Email photos of your little ones 1o thestar@peelinc.com to
be included in the May newsletter!

Age Groups:
There will be specific egg hunt areas for
different age groups. They include:

2 Years and under (accompanied by
parent) — Grass area between the two
mMaillbox kiosks

3-4 Yr Olds — Left of the Volleyball Court
5-6 Yr Olds — Right of the Volleyball Court

7-10 Yr Olds - In the Playground

~d
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Celorrs)

PLATINUM

GRAND OPENING

Haircuts to suit your bone structure,
color to enhance your skin
and accentuate your eyes.

GRAND OPENING SPeCIAL
95% off first service

Services for Men, UJomen and Children
*first time customers only

Every Platinum cut and color is a living
T and growing embodiment of the Platinum
Philosophy: to work with hair in its natural state,
to treatf hair as organic material,
to shape and balance hair to reflect
_ the individual and reveal their beauty.

Techiolle Lostier - Crorser

hair design + color specialist

Salon Platinum

2909 FM 620 North

Suite 104

Lakeway, TX

(612) 626.6061
www.salonplatinumaustin.com

I UOSWIDIII [0I8USS)

Copyright © 2009 Peel, Inc. The Star - April 2009 5



Around Steiner

Nominate Your Favorite Yard for
The Star Yard Of The Month

i

B Congratulations to
6 The Star
Yard of The Month

for March!
12620 GRIMES RANCH COURT

Do you know a neighbor who takes excellent
care of their property or a neighbor who has
added something new to their yard?

It could be as simple as a neighbor whose grass

is green all year round.

Nominate them emailing the address to
thestar@PEELinc.com. Please include a photo
if possible.

LAKE TRAVIS LAWN SERVICES

# Owned by Resident of Steiner Ranch

# Full Service Lawn and Maintenance Company
# All Crews Work Exclusively in Steiner Ranch and Lake Travis Areas
# Average Monthly Billing and Auto Bill Pay Available
# Insured and Bonded

laketravislawnservices.com

contact: scott@laketravislawnservices.com

512.968.4202

6 The Star - April 2009 Copyright © 2009 Peel, Inc.



CELEBRATING EASTER

at St. Luke’s on the
Lake Episcopal Church

5600 RR 620 North * 266-2455
www.stlukesonthelake.org

Holy Week Services: April 5th-10th

Palm Sunday, April 5

7:45a Holy Eucharist, Rite

9a Holy Eucharist, Rite II, with Liturgy of the Palms
Choir, Festival Anthem with ELLECOMBE

11:30a Holy Eucharist, Rite II, with Liturgy of the Palms
Music by Renewal Music Group

Monday, Tuesday, Wednesday, April 6 - 8
Noon Holy Eucharist

Maundy Thursday, April 9
8p Holy Eucharist, Rite I, with Stripping of the Altar
(Organ and Choir)

Good Friday, April 10
Noon Good Friday Liturgy
(Organ and Choir)

Easter Services: April 11th-12th

Easter Eve, April 11

8p The Great Vigil of Easter,

The Lighting of the Paschal Candle, Baptisms,
The First Eucharist of Easter

(Organ and Choir)

Easter Sunday, April 12

7:30a Holy Eucharist, Rite

9a Holy Eucharist, Rite I

(Organ, Choir, Brass, and Percussion)
11:30a Holy Eucharist, Rite II

(Special Music by Renewal Music Group

Clp
h

OPEN 7 DAYS A WEEK
Located at La Haceinda RV Resort
9320 Hudson Bend Rd, Austin TX 78734

(512)266-8001

Why do some listings
SELL while others remain

on the market indefinitely?

Market Knowledge
and Strategy.

805 Lakewood Hills Terrace $61 _9,900

Allow me to use my
experience to differentiate

your home from “listing”
to “SOLD”

Angie Noeth

THE Steiner Ranch
Realty Sales Specialist
(512) 695-7025
WWW.agent—angle.C0m

&

Copyright © 2009 Peel, Inc.

The Star - April 2009

7



Around Steiner

Air Soft Wars and the Little Voice

Submitted by Cathi Pendleton, Steiner Ranch Resident

There seems to be an “Air Soft Mania” happening in neighborhoods
around Austin. Kids running neighborhoods with air soft guns,
having air soft play dates, and air soft birthday parties. Please take
time to read what our family recently experienced...

Have you ever had one of those moments when you heard “the
little voice” as a parent? Did you listen to the voice as it told you
stop your child from doing something he or she shouldn’t be doing?
I have always been a firm believer in the power of that little voice--an
innate gift we all receive with the birth of our children. Butall it takes
is ignoring it just one time to realize how powerful it truly is.

Our family experienced the aftermath and shock waves of me
ignoring the voice, and our son’s life will be forever altered. A group
of 5th grade boys running the neighborhood with air soft guns seemed
manageable with some rules firmly in place. Repeated commands of
“make sure you have your eye gear in place” and “don’t shoot anyone
who’s too close to you” were, in hindsight, just too lofty an expectation
to have. Our son lowered his eye wear to see where another boy was
hiding, and was hit in the eye with one of the air soft pellets. It all
happened right outside our back door, on our deck.

The force of the pellet on his eye was unbelievable. It ripped a
hole through his retina as well as partially detached it. We are now

IS YOUR COMPUTER SHOWING
SIGNS OF OLD AGE?

Tek-Chic Systems can make your computer run like NEW
or better for less than half the cost of a new computer!
All without the loss of any of your important documents.

Call Laurie Scott with Tek-Chic Systems

512-983-8470

Home Network & Internet Security
Inexpensive Backup Solutions
Data Recovery / Damaged Disks
Free Pickup and Drop-Off

Laurie Scott
512-983-8470
Laurie@Tek-Chic.com
www.Tek-Chic.com

”

“Because Everybody Needs a Geek in Their Life

at the tail end of a grueling 2 week recovery process from vitrectomy
surgery --the patient is required to be face down so that a gas
bubble inserted in the eye will be in proper position. You can only
imagine how difficult this was for a 10 year old boy. Children who
undergo this surgery have a 50% chance for the return of their vision
(interestingly, adults have a 90% success rate). Currently, he has no
sight in the eye. We should know within 3 months what his vision
will ultimately be. In the meantime, we are celebrating small daily
victories such as, “I can open my eye all the way”. Long term, there
will be restrictions on certain sports and physical activities. We can
only hope and pray that some of his vision returns. .

Our son has been amazingly strong and optimistic throughout
the whole ordeal. I only wish I had listened to the “little voice” so
that he wouldn’t have to be my hero. After all, isn’t that what we, as
parents, are supposed to be for our children? So the next time you
hear the voice, do yourself and your family a favor--listen to it. 1
didn’t and our lives will be never be the same.

Note: The air soft gun that injured our son’s eye was purchased
on the internet and is a “high powered sniper rifle”. Please carefully
consider what you purchase for your children and ask yourself “is it
worth it?”

FARMERS

FARMERS
NSI.IIIAN(E

/ GROUP )” \

Symlwl of Superlor Servi:e ’

Thompson Insurance

K
My Steiner Ranch

IS LAt ]

Neighbors

‘@.
>
2

", Farmers HelpPoint
s “An Outstanding Customer
" Service Experience”
SAVE UP TO 40% ON YOUR
TEXAS FAMILY HOME POLICY
HOME OFFICE

12509 CANYON GLEN DR. 1021 RR 620 S..
AUSTIN, TEXAS 78732 AUSTIN, TEXAS 78734

Victor Thompson
Local Owner/Resident
“Farmers Gets You Back
Where You Belong”

EST. 1997

261-3391

8 The Star - April 2009
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Steiner Ranch Orthodontics

4302 Quinlan Farl( Road
(Across from the Welcome Centerin the Vista Kidgc (Center)

266 8585

Come see the difference a Board Certified Or‘thodontist can Proviclc. Dr. Jamcs Waters
graduatcd atthe top of his class from the Univcrsitg of T exas Dental Sd'lool in San Antonio in
1996. He served a one year rcsidcncg at the Univcrsity of Nebraska Medical C enter and
Practicccl fortwo yearsas a Gcncral Dentist in Orcgon. Kealizing the complcxitics of
Or‘l:hoclontics, he sought to pursue ADA accredited advanced sPccia|t3 education Prior to o#cring
this service to the Public. As all sPccialists are rccluircd, Dr. Waters left his (General Dcntistry

Practicc to attend a 30 month Post-Doctorate Univcrsity. A{:tcrgraduating Valedictorian from the

Prestigious Saint | ouis Univcrsitg Or‘tl’uodontic Frogram with a Master's clcgrec in Or‘thodontics,
Dr. Waters moved to Alustin in 2001 ancljoinccl the nationa”g rccognizcd Practicc of orthodontist
Dr. Robert K avieff who Pionccrcd many carly treatment tcchniqucs and aPPlianccs over his 40+
years in Practicc. Dr Waters worked side bg side with Dr. K avieff over the next year as he gainccl
further invaluable experience from reviewing hundreds of cases and he learned tccl’miqucs known only
to those who have been in the sPccia|t3 field for a lifetime. After retirement, Dr. K avieff Passcd the

torch to Dr. Waters who is Plcasccl to open his new office to his ncigl'lbors in Stcincr Rancl‘l.

(ome in and see our new office and see what Contcmporarg Orthodontics from a trained

sPccialist can do for you and 3our1cami|3. chrovic/c more tﬁary’usta smile!

Meet Dr. Waters and receive your ComPIimcntary examination toclag.

A" insurances Acccptcd. Visa/M(_/Discover.

Slemiber
DIPLOMATE American Association of
Orthod - p—
AMERICAN BOARD rthodontists —p

OF ORTHODONTICS

The Star - April 2009




Around Steiner

Steiner Ranch Annual Spring Clothing Drive
10 Benefit Dress for Success - Austin and The Arc of the Capital Area

During the weeks of April 6 - 19, Steiner
Ranch will be holding it’s annual spring
charity clothing drive to benefit the Austin
Chapter of Dress for Success. http://
dressforsuccess.org and The Arc of the Capital
Area htep://www.arcofthecapitalarea.org

Dress for Success Austin (DFSA) is
a nonprofit organization that provides
interview suits, confidence boosts and career
development to low-income women seeking
employment who are referred by other
nonprofits, and government agencies.

The Arc of the Capital Area, a non-profit
organization, is committed to promoting
independence and choice by providing
individualized services to adults and children
with developmental disabilities

WHAT WE NEED:
For Dress For Success:

* new or gently-worn ladies” professional
suits or separates (dry-cleaned)

Submitted by Tom Henry

* blouses and shells (dry-cleaned or
laundered)

* jewelry and other accessories

* new pantyhose

* scarves

* handbags

* newor gently-worn, close-toed professional
shoes

For Arc of the Capital Area:
* Gently used Children, Women, and Men’s
clothing of all sizes

WHERE TO DONATE:

Your donations can be dropped off
during normal business hours at the Steiner
Ranch Welcome Center; Steiner Ranch
Community Association offices; 4 Sons’
Quality Cleaners at 4300 N. Quinlan Park;
or at Cups and Cones.

Please clearly mark which charity your
items are designated for.

Please ensure that your donations for Dress
For Success have been dry-cleaned and any
repairs have been made prior to drop-off.

4 Sons’ Quality Cleaners is offering a
special price for cleaning services of $2 per
suit or item received for donation at their
Quinlan Park location.

If you require assistance or pick up please
contact us, and we will do our best to
accommodate your needs.

We are also working with Arc of the Capital
to co-ordinate a neighborhood-wide curbside
pick-up and onsite Donation Truck to follow
the Steiner Ranch Garage Sale on April
18th.

For more information or assistance
please contact: Tom or Cathy Henry at
tomcathenry@gmail.com OR Jennifer
Swenson at jenniferswen@netscape.net

Car-X Auto Service & Tire facility is NOW OPEN!

o Complete auto repair, maintenance, and tires
e Convenient hours & while you wait service

e Towing available e Shuttle to home/work
e 24 Month / 24,000 mile Warranty

Grand Opening!

Cedar Park & Austin

Commitment to Quality & Customer Service Since 1971
We’re excited to announce that our new, state-of-the-art

e Servicing all makes and models including Mercedes,
BMW, Volvo, & Lexus e Texas state inspection certified

//wWw.carxaustin.E |
Mon-Fri 7am-7pm e Sat 7am-6pm

Serving Steiner Ranch

WITH REPAIRS
: ubject to availability) __

Service To
=Steiner Ranch3

GENERAL

et y Va,"e_g-av-, ‘i);:' ‘-”-"-ef- . -SMI’: ’flja"r':gai'; ?;(Ep gﬂf;;‘sycﬂaergmt be combined. See Manager for details. Plus
II- 2
'
11700 Anderson Mill Rd, Austin, TX 78750 \ & 10 OFF
(At FM 620 across from HEB Plus) .~ ANY REPAIR OR
6o United (4 | MAINTENANCE
-_— 5 1 2 - 2 5 8 - 3 4 0 0 way i ?8!%" |m||‘u?1'ggwg| S“V %/nera\ epalr or maintenance service or shoes and resurface your rotors or drums on floating rotor

of the Year Award. Plus shop supply fee.

90K services, timing belts, exhaust,

electrical, cooling system, shocks and struls and all fluid
Car-X was awarded the 2008 San exclhadngedamli ﬂusl:"se{wces IvéaslTlum dws&ufunt $150. ?g
it i excludes dealer parts, tires, and batteries. Offers cannot be
Antonio Small Business Volunteer 3 Gombined See Manager for details

LUS)
Y GRAND]OPEN.

IS OIL CHANGE |
o FTER & LUBE '

TIRE Includes up to 5 quarts of premium 10W-30
ROTATION

Mt-Grade 0 and i, Most cars, ight
SUV's.Ofers canl b6

=50 POINT SAFETY

Car-X will check your vehicles safety components
including brakes, suspension, belts, hoses,
lighting, and much more. See manager for details

INSPECTION |

58998

"~ TRANSMISSION
FLUID EXCHANGE

v
'

'

!

} Exchange automatic transmission fiuid, including torque converter
1 and add up to 16 quarts of new premium quality transmission
'

'

'

'

1

fluid. Most cars, light trucks, and SUV's using Dexron il Mercon

and drum systems. Ceramic brake pads, repack bearings, and
brake hardware additional if required. Most cars, light trucks,
and SUV's. Offers cannot be combined. See Manager for details.

f
H
H
H
H
H
;
H
Car-X wil install organic or semi-metalic brake pads i
H
H
H
:
Plus shop supply fee. i

1
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Austin Toros- (Continued from Cover Page)

ranked team in the country, the Avengers VI Force. After going down
by a score of 5-2 at the end of the first inning, the Toros raced back
by outscoring the Avengers 16-4 the rest of the way for an 18-9 win.
The excitement continued into the late hours of the night in the
Championship game against the 26-0 Kings Black 8U, the second
ranked team in the US. With the game tied at six going into the last
inning, the Toros managed to score 5 runs in the top of the sixth.
The Kings answered by scoring 3 runs to draw to within 2, and had
runners on 1st and 2nd with 2 outs. In a dramatic moment, they hit
a shot that would have been out earlier in the night, but stayed in
the park thanks to a breeze that had picked up throughout the night.
Managing to keep runners at first and second, with the score now just
11-10, Klassen made a diving stop on a ball hit sharply in the hole,
and got the force out at second base to secure the championship.
The victory qualifies the Toros for the Nations Baseball National
Championship tournament to be held in Houston in July.

Steiner Ranch
4308 N. Quinlan Par
Suite 100

6507 Jester
Buildj

One month's
frge '\'Ul'\'|0n\

*Schedule a tour
for details

Steiner
Birthdays

April 1 — Madison Chance Brondel
April 23 - Tamara Hodges
April 24* - Martin Hodges

Send your Birthday
announcements to
thestar@peelinc.com

Pei oy

“Love & Care, When You Can’t Be There”

Big and Small
We Take Care of Them All!

Free Consultation

* Family Owned
* References .
* Insured & Bonded _},

CALL 261-6297

www.lakewaypetnanny.com

»

%)

s
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Around Steiner

Steiner Ranch History Corner

In Steiner Ranch, Runnels

Court is named after Hardin

R. Runnels, a former Texas

governor and legislator, who

was born in1820 in Mississippi.

His father died when he was 18, and in 1842
he moved with his mother, his three brothers,
and his uncle to Texas. The family first settled
on the Brazos River, but Runnels soon moved
with his family to Bowie County, where they
established a cotton plantation on the Red
River. From 1847 to 1855 he served as state
representative in the Second, Third, Fourth,
and Fifth legislatures. He was speaker of
the House during his final term. In 1855
he was elected lieutenant governor. During
these years he acquired a reputation as a
loyal member of the Democratic party and a
staunch supporter of states’ rights. He was the
son of a prominent and wealthy family and

Submitted by Rich Keith

also became a wealthy man in his own right.
By 1860 his real and personal property was
worth an estimated $85,000 and included
thirty-nine slaves. In May 1857 leading
Democrats wished to prevent Sam Houston’s
election as governor and nominated Runnels
because of his support of Southern positions
and his party loyalty. Runnels won and
became the only person ever to defeat Sam
Houston in an election.

During his term Runnels consistently
supported Southern positions. He frequently
asserted that Texas might be forced to secede
from the Union, supported the unsuccessful
effort to put the Texas legislature on record
in favor of reopening the African slave trade,
and signed into law a bill allowing free blacks
to choose a master and become slaves. He
also signed into law the bill that appropriated
financial support to establish the University

of Texas and the bill establishing the State
Geological Survey. The most vexing problem
Runnels faced during his term as governor
was the problem of protecting frontier
settlers against Indian issues. The year he
took office there was a marked upsurge in
Indian attacks, generally by the Comanches.
Although Runnels raised temporary ranger
battalions to meet the emergency, he opposed
efforts to form permanent battalions on
the grounds that the state could not afford
them and that the federal government was
responsible for protecting the frontier. When
angry settlers took matters in their own hands
and retaliated against Indians on the Brazos
Indian Reservation, they clashed with the
army. Runnels’s efforts to make peace failed.
In 1859 the state Democratic convention
renominated Runnels, and Houston again

(Continued on Page 13)

_Athena Pools’ approach to building a pool is simple:

@©Be honest and have integrity
@ Design and build a quality pool
@Build a pool on time and according to schedule
@ Guarantee our workmanship

Athena Pools
Located in Steiner Ranch
www.athenapools.com

(512) 914-0554

12 The Star - April 2009
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History Corner - (Continued from Page 12)

declared himself a candidate. This time however, Houston defeated
Runnels by a vote of 36,227 to 27,500.

Runnels retired to his plantation in Bowie County but remained
active in the Democratic party, where he was a vigorous supporter
of the secession resolution. After the Civil War, although he had
not yet received a pardon from the president, he was a delegate to
the Constitutional Convention of 1866. At this convention he was
one of about eleven delegates who were often termed the “aggressive
secessionists” or the “irreconcilables.” In the 1850s Runnels built an
impressive Greek Revival mansion near Old Boston and furnished
it in anticipation of his approaching marriage. For some reason
the wedding never took place, and he remained a bachelor for the
rest of his life. When the Texas Historical Society was organized
in Houston on May 23, 1870, Runnels was elected one of its vice
presidents. He was also a member of St. John’s Masonic Lodge. He
died in 1873, and was buried in the Runnels family cemetery in
Bowie County. Sources: Daniel and Blodgett, Texas Governor’s
Mansion (TX State Library, 1984); Cecil Harper, Jr. Tshaonline;
Frances Richard Lubbock, Jones, 1900; Hardin Runnels Records,
TX State Archives.

NOW OPEN

Join Now & Recieve

1/2 PRICE

ENROLLMENT FEE
offer expires April 12, 2009

‘,—L \ | I <« » A

FE=E 54 3?2 4000

[PERFECT LAWNS
s LANDWORKS

OF AUSTIN
Providing Austin with peace of mind,
certainty and value since 1987

Registered Landscape Architects
Custom Construction « Detailed Maintenance

Lawn Maintenance Programs
Varied Frequencies & Services to Meet Your Needs

Landscape Design Studio - Design/Construction
Master Planning/Consultations « Outdoor Kitchens and
Outdoor Fireplaces « Stonework, Arbors, Decks, Patios
Fencing, Playscapes, Garden Art

Special Services - Full Landscape Management
Lawn/Shrub Fertilization « Insect/Fungus Treatment
Lawn Aeration « Small Landscape Renovations « Tree
Trimming/Removal

Irrigation Services / Outdoor lllumination

Call Today for a FREE
Maintenance Proposal

263-5638 ext 233

www.theperfectbiew.biz
Fully Licensed/Insured
References Proudly Provided
Reliable Uniformed Crews

Call now and receive 2005 prices
PLUS get your first mow FREE!*

plus tax. clean -up extra new customers only

) % i3 ; =
W ”u’v«.n.;,:e-bw 3
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Around Steiner

Cool Computing Tips and Tricks!
Hosted by Steiner Ranch’s Laurie Scott

On unlucky Friday March 13th, many
Steiner Ranch residents were lucky to attend
a free seminar, Cool Computing Tips &
Tricks, presented by Laurie Scott of Tek-Chic
Systems.  Laurie Scott is a Steiner Ranch
Resident who is passionate about helping
individuals and businesses develop systems
to use technology smarter and safer.

A system isn’t about buying things; it’s
about DOING things - or not doing things
as the case may be. For example, everybody
has a system for protecting their data from
loss. For some it’s saying a prayer every night
that their computer will work the next day,
for others it’s burning a copy of important
files to a CD or DVD. And for some it’s
uploading files to a server on the Internet.
Whatever your system, you DO have one.
Laurie can help make sure it’s a smart and
safe system.

Laurie began the evening by teaching
residents about Email Scams and protecting
yourself from web viruses, spyware, adware.
They all are generically known as malware -
bad stuff you dont want on your computer.
She continued with advice for, “What to do
About My Tired PC?” and exploring the
Dangers of Wireless Networking.

Laptop computers have made computing
mobile and convenient. However hotspots
like Starbucks, airports and hotels present
a significant risk to your privacy and

economic security unless you take some
simple precautions. It doesn’t matter if the
hotspot s free or youre paying for it, whether
unencrypted or encrypted, anyone on the
same network can “sniff” your traffic and
steal your passwords, read your email, and
even download files from your computers.

As for online shopping and doing it
safely, Laurie explained that there are of
course hazards to online shopping, but with
basic safeguards you can take advantage of
the variety and cost savings the Internet
can provide. She also shared the secrets
of fireproof backups for 25 cents a month,
and tips & tricks to make computing easier
along with dozens of Steiner Ranch Web
Resources.

14  The Star - April 2009

Copyright © 2009 Peel, Inc.



PATRIOT CAR WASH
STEINER RANCH
- 1815 RR 620

(Just:North of Debba Drive, next to Carquest
- 3 miles South of:Manstield Dam)

Brushless Automatic Car
Wash with Covered Vacuums

- ALWAYS OPEN' -
Attendant on'duty
9AM=5:30PM
Thurs; Eri, Sat, Sun.

BEAUNEULESWELT:
MAINTAINEDEACIETTY

Patriot Car:Washlisienvironmentally
Jriendlvpusinaibio=degradable
products 1o clean your vehtcles and

RECOMMENDATION
FOR A CLEAN VEHICLE

Weekly:
Use Patriot Car Wash

Monthly:
Use a Full Service Wash

Yearly:
Detail Your Vehicle
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Around Steiner

LEANDER ISD

Leander ISD 2009-2010 School Year Registration

Leander ISD’s Pre-Kindergarten registration for the 2009 - 2010
school year will be held on Wednesday, May 6, 2009, from 7:30
a.m. - 11:00 a.m. and 1:00 p.m. - 6:30 p.m. at all LISD elementary
campuses. Students zoned to attend the new Ronald Reagan
Elementary (#22) will register at CoxElementary, while students
slated for the new River Ridge Elementary (#23) should register at
Laura Bush Elementary.

To be eligible for the half-day Pre-K program children must:

1. Be 4 years of age on or before September 1, 2009; AND

Be a resident of Leander Independent School District; AND

Meet immunization requirements; AND

Meet at least one of the following conditions:

Child is unable to speak and comprehend the English

language; OR

e Child is homeless; OR

*  Child has a parent or official guardian who is an active duty
member of the armed forces of the United States, including the
state military forces or a reserve component of the armed forces,
who is ordered to active duty by proper authority; OR

*  Child has a parent or official guardian who is a member of the
armed forces of the United States, including the state military
forces or a reserve component of the armed forces, who was
injured or killed while serving on active duty; OR

*  Child has ever been in foster care; OR

*  Child is eligible to participate in the national free or reduced-
price lunch program due to limited family income.

e NOTE: Due to federal guidelines, income status must by
verified on or after June 24, 2009. Until that time, a space will

be reserved for the child.

NSNS

Kick back and enjoy your Spring Break
with a cold drink, some hot food
and our beautiful outdoor patio!

Hours:
Mon. - Thurs. TTam - 10pm e« Sat. and Sun. 10am - 10pm

Transportation is provided for the Pre-K program in accordance
with district guidelines.

Parents wishing to register their child for Pre-K
must bring the child’s birth certificate, social security card,
immunization records, a photo ID of parent/guardian, and
proof of residency, (i.e. an electric bill, water bill, etc...).

Please note: Pre-K registration is ongoing in Leander ISD. If you
are unable to make the above date, please register your student(s) at
your earliest convenience prior to August 1.

LISD Kindergarten Registration

Leander ISD’s Kindergarten registration for the 2009 - 2010 school
year will be held on Wednesday, May 6, 2009, from 7:30 a.m. - 11:00
a.m. and 1:00 p.m. - 6:30 p.m. at all LISD elementary campuses.
Students zoned to attend the new Ronald Reagan Elementary (#22)
will register at CoxElementary, while students slated for the new River
Ridge Elementary (#23) should register at Laura Bush Elementary.
To be eligible for Kindergarten children must:

1. Be 5 years of age on or before September 1, 2009; AND
2. Bearesident of Leander Independent School Distric; AND
3. Meet immunization requirements.

Parents wishing to register their child for Kindergarten must
bring the child’s birth certificate, social security card, immunization
records, a photo ID of parent/guardian, and proof of residency, (i.e.
an electric bill, water bill, etc..).

Please note: Kindergarten registration is ongoing in Leander ISD. If
you are unable to make the above date, please register your student(s)
at your earliest convenience prior to the June 1.

Spring Break

SPECIAL

FREE House Salad
with Pasta Entree

*limit one per check
*dine in only

512.266.2330

www.lakesidepizzagril.com
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'‘GREAT HILLS

' BAPHIST CHURCH

Good Friday Service
Friday, April 10/ 6:30 pm
Family - Friendly

Easter Egg Hunt
Saturday, April 11 /10am
Family - Friendly | Free Event
Toddlers through Fifth Grade

One Had to Rise - Easter Musical
Saturday, April 11 /7:00 pm / Great Hall
- Presented by the Great Hills Celebration Choir
- Free Event
Easter Services
Sunday, April 12
9:30 am - Choir & Orchestra
11:00 am - Praise Band 8
Children’s worship for birth through &
fifth grade during both services. J

10500 Jollyville Road . Austin, TX . 78759 | www.ghbc.org | 512.343.7763
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QUICKEST service
for established customers
so schedule your check-up TODAY!

* Expert, Personal Service
from Mr. Cool himself
* An Austin Energy
Participating Contractor
* See my reviews at Yelp.com

$25.00

Complete Service Call and Check-up
No Bull! ($65.00 Value)

*expires 05/31/09

VALUABLE COUPON

High utility bills? Not comfortable?
Preventative maintenance is key!
Most units just need a good cleaning
or may not be installed properly.
Avoid costly water damage
due to leaks.

M: (512) 445-0412
TACLBO013299C

Greater Houston

LEANDER ISD

Connecting U:A
Conference for

Parents and the Community
Leander ISD, in partnership with the Cedar Park Regional Medical
Center and several local organizations, will be hosting Connecting
U: A Conference for Parents and the Community on Friday, April
3rd from 8:30 a.m. - 2:00 p.m. The community event will be
held at Hill Country Bible Church, off of 620 (Map to Church).
The Connecting U conference is open to everyone, including
parents, community members, business owners, volunteers, etc...
The conference will include a full day of fun and interesting sessions
that will help you connect with your child, your family and your
community. This year’s session topics include:
*  Kids Dealing with Divorce
¢ What is AVID?
e True Colors
*  What Does Special Education Mean for MY Child?
*  DPartnering with Your School in Discipline Matters
e Nutrition in Childhood
*  Financial Aid 101
*  Understanding Temperaments
*  Community Resources & School Resource Officers
¢ How to Enhance the Performance of Your Child’s Brain?
e Too Much Stuff?: Dealing with Stress
e Whatis IB?
e How Full is Your Bucket?
*  Whining, Temper Tantrums and Power Struggles
* Introducing Concordia University Texas: Your Hometown
University
*  Partnering as Parents
e [-Safe Parents
*  Planning for College
*  Darenting Teens with Love & Logic
*  Boosting Your Child’s Success with the 40 Developmental
Assets
¢ CATCH Meif You Can: Building a Healthy Home Environment
Through Play
Ifyou are interested in attending Connecting U, please pre-register by
visiting the LISD website at www.leanderisd.org. The costis $5, which
includes a continental breakfast, boxed lunch and conference materials,
and is payable at the door. Conference check-in will begin at 7:45 a.m.
Cedar Park/Leander/Austin community businesses and
organizations will also be showcased, giving participants an
opportunity to learn more about programs, resources and benefits
within the community.
Questions? Please contact the LISD School/Community Relations
Department at 434-5098.
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Education: Go Get It

Education: Go Get It Week is
coming! During the week of April 14-18,
parents and students are encouraged to learn
more about the benefits of higher education
and how to prepare for it academically and
financially.

The kick-off event, focusing on post-high
school opportunities, is open to all Leander
ISD parents. It will be held at Cedar Park
High School on April 14 from 6:00—8:30
PM. Topics will include: Getting In—what is
needed; Financial Aid; and a Panel Discussion
with College Admissions Officers.

In addition to our district wide event,
each school will provide various campus-
level activities to increase awareness of
available resources and services. Please refer
to individual campus websites for more
information. For more information, contact
Lu Ann Bowman Coordinator of Guidance
and Counseling for LISD at 434-5000 ext.
11306.

Notice to Leander L.S.D.

Parents & Students
Examination for Acceleration, Grades 1-12

Examination for Acceleration allows students, who without direct instruction have
already mastered all content and skills in a particular grade level or course, to advance to
the next level or course. These exams are available at no cost to eligible students who test
during the district’s testing periods.

Students are expected to complete each exam they have registered for. Families are
requested to plan accordingly during the summer to ensure students complete each exam.
Note: The District does not receive reimbursement for tests not taken.

2009 testing dates are as follows:

Testing Period Testing Dates Time Agﬁil(ggtzn
I June 9-11, 2009 8:30 am — 3:30 pm April 17,2009
I July 7-9, 2009 8:30 am — 3:30 pm June 1, 2009

Students will complete an application form and take a designated criterion referenced test
which covers the Texas Essential Knowledge and Skills and major learning for the course
for which they wish credit. For all of its Examination for Acceleration, the district uses tests
developed by the University of Texas Extension, Instruction, and Materials Center. Students
should contact the campus counselor for applications and additional information.

| ENDING 360

"HANDLING ALL YOUR MORTGACE LENDING NEEDS

Looking

out for
your BEST
Interest for
'8 vears

Direct: 512-733-3210
Fax: 512-857-1295

Amy Oehler

Manager/Senior Loan Officer

Purchase - Construction - Refinance - Home Equity

E-mail: amy@Lending360.net

www.LENDING360.net
Steiner Ranch Resident

TX License # 55506
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Around Steiner

...and there she goes! The descent of
Lake Travis has been gradual since her
irrigation water began flowing to the farms
in Matagorda and Wharton Counties on
February 25. This year LCRA will begin
early and take equal amounts from Lake
Buchanan so that the fall will not be so
abrupt!

Drought is plaguing Central Texas for a
second year in a row. Last year the lake was
brimming full at 681 msl (mean sea level)
when this agricultural release started. This
year Lake Travis was at 654 msl. It was
much wider in 2008, so its descent was much
slower. (At 681 msl, the lake is about 180
feet deep in its deepest parts.)

Why are the rice farmers taking all this
water when the lake is so low? LCRA has a
trigger point to curtail the amount of water
the rice farmers get. On January 1, 2009, the
lakes were slightly above this trigger point.

On January 1, 20006, the lakes were
below the trigger point. Rice farmers were
curtailed. Their families and farms were
going to suffer. Then the rains came. The
rice farmers received a lot more water than
they had wished for...

LCRA expects “lower than average lake

elevations and forecasts of continued drought

Lake Travis Falls
Submitted by Connie Ripley

S g

8 Qypress Creek ramp closed 2008.
Al ramps could be dry soon.

conditions”. Not much hope for a rain bomb
this year.

Trigger points are trigger points—no gray
area. Maybe this drought will show LCRA
that raising its curtailment trigger points
will protect the greatest economic driver in
Central Texas—the Highland Lakes system.
No Lake Travis is definitely a way to slow
growth in Travis County.

If our weather pattern continues, Lake
Travis is forecast to fall to the 625 to 630
msl by September, taking Lake Buchanan
with it. Where will the marinas be? No
ramps will be open. What will happen to
the businesses that depend on our recreation
for their livelihood?

Will restaurants, boat dealers, fishing
guides and even some convenience stores
be forced to close? (After all, convenience
stores around the lake depend on selling
premium gasoline to fill boats, and lots of ice
and beverages to fill people.) All businesses
depending on the lakes will suffer and many
will close. Can our already slowing economy
survive the loss of its single largest economic
driver?

No taking your boat to see the fireworks
on the lake on July 4th! No fresh fish for

dinner! No tubing, skiing, wakeboarding or

boating. Boats cannot be launched from a
cliff. Peaceful water views will become dry,
barren rocks.

The rice farmers will get their water this
year at the expense of the businesses and
recreation in Travis and Burnet Counties—
all because of a rigid trigger point—no room
for compromise here.

The situation is much more serious than
the farmers’ livelihood vs. the Travis and
Burnet County business livelihood. Let’s do
the numbers. ..

LCRA states that Lakes Travis and
Buchanan are holding about 1 million acre
feet (AF) right now. (1 AF equals 325,851
gallons or enough for 2 conservative families
of 4 for a year.) Lower basin agricultural
irrigation is forecast to take about 300,000
AF—same as last year. The last 90,000 to
100,000 AF of water in Buchanan will be
below the flood gate level and cannot be
released. The bottom 100,000 AF in Lake
Travis is probably not usable. Municipal and
power plant usage will probably take about
150,000 AF this year. Guess that means both
lakes together will have about 350,000 AF of
usable water in them at the end of this year,
if our weather pattern continues.

The agricultural irrigation water will go
this year—no stopping that! What can we
do now with the water we have left? We must
begin to realize that every drop of water we
use comes out of Lakes Travis and Buchanan.
No more hoping for rain!

Atlanta keeps hoping for rain to fill Lake
Lanier. Marinas and lake recreational
businesses are already closed. Farmers cannot
not irrigate. Bet they wish they could get
water from somewhere else or at least have a
rain bomb like we had in 2007.

LCRA spends little on conservation.
LCRA’s water operations have just moved
into a big new building at Red Bud Trail and
Lake Austin Blvd. It sports an enormous,
state-of-the-art flood monitoring room
(River Operations Center [ROC]). LCRA
can monitor every drop of water coming
into and leaving the Lower Colorado

(Continued on Page 22)
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NO EXCUSES
STEINER RANCH BOOTCAMP!

April 13 - May 7
Early Morning Class « M, W, F » 5:30 am - 6:30 am

*NEW! Mid-Morning Class « M, T, Th « 8:00 am - 9:00 am
Child Supervision and Activities for Kids Ages 3 to 5

John Simpson Park
$190.00 per Individual / $290.00 per Duo

You will drop weight. You will be tougher.
You will feel better. You will have a blast!

512.656.2626

sarge@resurgenceﬁtness.com
www.resurgenceﬁtness.com
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Around Steiner

Lake Travis Falls - (Continued from Page 20) showerheads and faucets. Sprinkler water should not be running in

River system. This is great for our next rain bomb—whenever the streets from commercial landscapes—especially during the day.

that may be... Right now monitoring the “leaving” water is more LCRA just had a water rate increase from $126 per acre foot (AF)

important. to $138 AE. Maybe, just maybe, LCRA might use some of this
The Red Bud Center and grounds feature equally impressive water ~ increase on conservation.. .before it’s too late.

conservation efforts. Air conditioner condensate is captured and Rain dances, anyone? (They may not work.) We can Save Water.

used to flush all the low-flush toilets. The grounds are landscaped Save Lake Travis.

with drought-tolerant plants. Their rain water collection system is Go to www.draininglakeTravis.org for more.

one to be copied—if we have any rain. LCRA clearly knows how

to conserve. Pedernales River 2008. No water will flow
Instead of a big, new building, what if that money had gone to [ L iz R I R LS
conservation? A recent study has shown that lining the irrigation .-
canals, removing the brush, and upgrading the turn-arounds and
gates in the lower basin would save a lot of water. Nothing has been

done. B

————
=

The public would cut their water usage, if they just knew how
and maybe had a little help from their water suppliers. (Austin has
just shown impressive water conservation with their mandatory
scheduling and plumbing rebate programs.) LCRA has the ability
to require stronger conservation from their wholesalers, if they will
just do it.

Think how much water would be saved if all apartment complexes
and hotels would install low-flush toilets and water efficient

—c——
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oyl 0w many do we have
= 4
== |

IW“.'J \l\J - l _g\;f' - . _r'ﬂ\ K’EQD O I.__.{_.-Ill!.a!_.l Eﬁ:.‘*...":}?{': -Fi?i';!'u.r'.l Sy
o by W | b. rL y / gt Austin’s Only € KE2DO™EF Chidren’s Clothing Store!
[ Aauf .

- pesTirday, raday and akesys
B |

g A Come by now thru Easter and draw an’ egg
. for a 10%-20% discount off your ENTIRE PURCHASE!
» . *| discount per store visit; must be redeemed by u/ll/09
0 oda or a 10% 0 D 0 Hours:

M 9-12 e Tues, Wed, Thurs. 9-12 and 3-7
Frig-5 e Sat 9-3

3 . ® 0 TM 3
Our exclusive Tutor Time® LifeSmart™ curriculum P (512) \65-2993

nurtures all the ways kids are SMART.

* Infant and toddler * Full and part-time Sabi Kids is located in the Jester Village Shopping Center,
care I corner of 2222 and Jester Blvd next to Austin Dance Co.
¢ Preschool and * After school pick-up
Pre-kindergarten and care 6507 Jester Blvd ¢ Suite 505 A ¢ Austin, Tx 78750
512.249.9191 : Other brands carried:
10321 Boulder Lane !3;!:9 QRNECEEE * Miss Tee V-Us
www.tutortimecanyoncreek.com o Mimi & Maggie

* Young Colors
*New enrollees only. Offer applies to tuition through August 31, 2009.
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C.A.S. T for Kids
needs boats, captains
for disabled, disadvantaged
youth fishing day April 25

The fourth annual Catch a Special Thrill (C.A.S.T.) needs captains and boats
to help create a once-in-a-lifetime fishing event for disabled and disadvantaged
children on Saturday, April 25, at Lake Bastrop’s North Shore Park from 7 a.m.
until 1 p.m.

In addition to the rewarding experience of giving special-needs children the
chance to enjoy the sport of fishing and the outdoors, volunteers will receive a
free breakfast and lunch.

LCRA, Bluebonnet Electric Cooperative and the U.S. Bureau of Reclamation
are jointly sponsoring the event, which was created 17 years ago by the national
C.A.S.T. for Kids Foundation.

The C.A.S.T. for Kids Foundation was formed to join volunteers who love to
fish with disabled and disadvantaged children for a day of fishing in the outdoors.
The C.A.S.T. for Kids event was designed to create an environment whereby both
children and adults could benefit, each taking from the day their own lessons.
Children and adults could leave their problems on shore and share a day of fun
on the water.

Today, the C.A.S.T. for Kids Foundation hosts about 50 such events in 22
states to help increase awareness of disabled and disadvantaged children in our
communities. It also teaches appreciation for natural resources. To learn more
about the foundation and its programs, go to www.castforkids.org.

To volunteer your fishing, pontoon, bass or ski boat for the event, call Laurel
Stp at (512) 303-5073, Ext. 8037, or send e-mail to laurel.srp@Icra.org.

OPEN EASTER
SUNDAY

}, Come join us for
.s er-Sunday lunch or dinner.
O,nr-’n from 11 am - 8pm.

anturzng 3-course Prime Rib
dinner, along with regular menu.

NER | RANCH STEARHOUSE

eRanch Blvd. 381-0800
RSTEAKHOUSE.COM
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FELPING

OTHERS,
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~w Qleverly disguised as «

~ FAMILY FUN.

n |

FUN FOR THE WHOLE FAMILY

HILL COUNTRY
RIDE FOR AIDS

Hill Country Ride:
Get out, get fit

and make a difference!
By Lori Barrett

Ever thought about riding your bicycle to
get rolling on those New Year’s Resolutions?
Considered doing a charity ride to give yourself a
goal, and a group of people to ride with? The Hill
Country Ride for AIDS, coming up April 25th, was
listed one of the 10 best rides in Texas by Austin
Monthly, and is registering riders and teams for the
20009 ride!

With routes of 10, 45, 65 and 100 miles, staging
just outside of Austin, the Hill Country Ride has a
route for everyone. Get the whole family involved!
Kids age 8 and up can ride with a parent or guardian
who is also registered to ride, and children of all
ages are welcome at the Kids’ Adventure, a festive
and activity-filled area. Expanding for 2009, the
Kids’ Adventure will have a bouncy house, obstacle
courses and a variety of activity areas, including
hat-making and bike part art stations.

Many riders join the Hill Country Ride because
they've heard about the great people involved, and
the crucial services it supports. Some riders join
because they want their charitable donations to
stay local to Texas. Still others join because, hey, it’s
cheaper than a gym membership, and what better
way to get fit, than rolling through the beautiful
Texas Hill Country? Throw in free, fully-supported
training rides, and you even have a workout plan
for the first few months of the year.

(Continued on Page 27)

Peel, Inc.

Printing & DPublishing

Publishing Community Newsletters Since 1991
512-263-9181 « www.PEELinc.com

g‘l
PEEL"I' I ‘v\ ]
PU\EC,L A\ AXNS

PR

Kelly Peel
Sales Manager & Steiner Ranch Resident

512-263-9181, kelly@PEELinc.com

Support Your
Neighborhood
Newsletter.

Advertise your business
to your neighbors.
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A New Smile... A New You!

JULIA C. HAWTHORNE, DDS
© S *L 5
)
G. DAN DEVINE, DDS
We will gladly assist you with your dental benefits.

OUR HIGH QUALITY DENTAL SERVICES INCLUDE:
¢ PROFESSIONAL DENTAL CLEANINGS
* ORAL CANCER SCREENINGS
e TEETH WHITENING
¢ CROWNS AND BRIDGES
* COSMETIC BONDING AND VENEERS
* TOOTH-COLORED FILLINGS
¢ ROOT CANALS
°* ORAL SURGERY
¢ ORTHODONTICS AND INVISALIGN
¢ IMPLANT DENTISTRY

,.i_-;.l_--_-ﬂ‘- =

= Was Al p
Save $50 E A [ree Teeth Whitening for Life!
On any Dental Services : : Why pay for Teeth Wh|ten|ng
New patients only. o Our Patients get it FREE!
Not valid with any other offer 1|3 oo vrme pvaiabie ts new petionss oy
(L|m|ted One Per Patlent) "F J\ (Limited Time Offer)

= e

 (512) 266-9585

2900 NORTH QUINLAN PARK RD. #1660

AUSTIN, TEXAS 78732

Located in the new Shops at Steiner Ranch overlooking the UT Golf Course
Dr. Devine and Dr. Hawthorne are General Dentists

Copyright © 2009 Peel, Inc. The Star - April 2009 25



Around Steiner

SPEEDING IN STEINER RANCH

PARKING ON THE STREET

Most homeowners have some space in their garage reserved for storage — in
some cases most of the garage, thereby not leaving enough room for their vehicles.
Consequently, many owners park their vehicles on the street making it difficult for
others to pass and creating hazardous conditions for the children.

Although we're all anxious to get home to be with our families, speeding and
reckless driving is against the law and endangers everyone. Steiner Ranch is a family
oriented community with many children; for that reason before you speed or park

CHILDREN on the street, please consider their well-being. Also, children playing in the street

)l AT PLAY can unknowingly create a dangerous situation, especially on heavily traveled streets;
\ - J the driver may not see the child, especially in the evening or after dark.
N We all know that children have a tendency to move about impulsively and may

Children are our greatest treasures, inadvertently run into the street. Please don’t let a tragedy happen before parking
your vehicle off the street or obeying the speed limit. For the benefit of all the

and we're creating a threat
c g . residents and children, and the overall appearance of your neighborhood, please do
to their safety by parking C :
> not park on the street. Make accommodations in your garage or driveway for your
on the streets and by speedmg vehicles and keep your streets clear and safe for all and please, DO NOT SPEED
through Steiner Ranch. IN STEINER RANCH.

Affordable Healthcare Made Easy

Is this you?

y A NEW CHOICE
- Can’t afford large surprise medical bills Using our service, we cap your
- Unable to find time to take care of yourself out-of-pocket exp;nses i e

- Tired of the hassles associated with getting | medical visit to only our visit fee
medical care and eliminate the surprise bills you

may receive from other providers
If any of these sound like you, it's time because of unmet deductibles,
to do something about it! WhiteGlove procedures not covered by your

members receive a higher quality medical insurance, and co-insurance. And,
care experience that costs less, at home you do not spend money on gas,

or WOI’k, 7 dayS a Week, 8am to 8pm fOOdS, beverages’ Ch||dcare’
WhiteGlove members pay just $35 per over-the-counter remedies, etc.,

visit (or their in-network speciality co-pay not to mention the time and hassles
if Humana insured). of running around for 3-4 hours.

WhiteGlove is not health insurance but
rather a new provider choice for routine 877-329-8081

medical care. Check out our special offer for new members:

WhiteGlove Serves Austin, Dallas, and San Antonio. www.housecallhealth.com/offer

WHITEGLOVE HoUSE CALL HEALTH
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Hill Country Ride - (Continued from Page 24)

Add all these up, and you have a strong argument that the
Hill Country Ride for AIDS is one of the best charity bike rides
around! With a moderate-sized group of 500 or so participants,
ride organizers are able to treat riders like their guests, offering
complimentary massage and chiropractic work after the ride is
finished. Also compelling is the beautiful start/finish site of Krause’s
Springs, listed as one of the most beautiful swimming holes in the
state by TexasOutside.com. Finish enjoying the sprawling vistas of
the ride, take a dip and relax spring-side before enjoying a quick
massage, while supper is being laid out for all of the riders.

Now in its 10th year, the Hill Country Ride has raised over 3
million dollars for HIV/AIDS service organizations in central Texas,
providing life-saving support to our central Texas neighbors.
Beyond that, the Hill Country Ride is a remarkable event that
offers participants an opportunity to challenge themselves, make
a difference in our community and experience some of the most
beautiful countryside in Texas. Contact the ride office with any
questions: 512.371.RIDE (7433) or info@HillCountryRide.org.
Register yourself, your family or your Neighborhood Association
Team now: HillCountryRide.org. See you at the Start line!

Ants ln Your Plants?

/\ LL AMERICAN

==

*Beating Bugs Bewiter”

$10.00 OFF

L}

L}

L}

I Any Pest Contol Service
1 Exp. 04/30/09

; New Customers Only

$25.00 OFF

Any Fire Ant Service
Exp. 04/30/09

Ask about our new award-winning
fly control program

We Specialize in:

- Fire Ants - Carpenter Ants - Roaches - Preventative/

- Scorpions - Silverfish - Hornets/Wasps Corrective

- Spiders - Enclosures - Rodents Termite
Treatments

- Free Estimates!
Locally Owned and Operated

W Visit Our Website: A
— www.BeatingBugsBetter.com

CALL: 266-8477 L

PPV VIRV VOV VSrwey

You’re just one phone call away from a
beautiful lawn and carefree weekends.

Guaranteed!
Try our lawn care & landscape services for one
month. --- If you’re not absolutely delighted with
the results, we’ll refund 100% of your money.

Professional Lawn Care & Landscaping

You Can Trust!

Austin Detailers --part of the Better Business
Bureau since 2003, without a complaint! When
you hire our professional lawn care team, you'll
be assigned your own personal lawn care
account manager; someone dedicated to your
neighborhood; someone you’'ll know on a first-
name basis; and someone you can trust to take
care of your lawncare and landscaping needs,
100% guaranteed.

We're a year round professional landscape
management company, not just a “lawn service”
or part time “lawn guy.” We offer a full range of
lawncare and landscape management services,
and we deliver with integrity and competence. We
proactively manage your lawn, landscape, and
sprinkler system so you can avoid unsightly or
expensive problems down the road.

e \We actually show up when promised, within a
two-day mow window.

e When you call, you don’t get passed from one
department to another.

e We offer quarterly, service satisfaction visits so
that we can continue to provide the highest level
of service satisfaction that we can.

e As an optional service, we'll advise you of the
best ways to landscape at the lowest costs to
enhance your homes re-sale value. Do you know
any “lawn guys”who can do that?

Austin Detailers

A Lawn and Landscape
Management Company

“We’re Ready For Your Phone Call”
(512) 249-0101

www.AustinDetailers.com

David Hunsaker,
Owner

hiddeddind b 40 AMDAONMAML ObL0D4Y

Copyright © 2009 Peel, Inc.

The Star - April 2009 27



Around Steiner

COMMUNITY GROUPS

WAYS TO BECOME INVOLVED IN STEINER RANCH

New Mothers' Support Group

Come join other new moms (and babies) at the new Mothers'
Support Group! It's a time to share the joys and frustrations of
being a new mother and a good reason for getting out of the
house.

Motherhood is a tough job but we know you can do it! If you
need alictle advice, an ear to vent to, or a little friendly conversation
then this group is the perfect place for you.

The new mothers' support group is open to all new moms with
babies up to 1 year old. There is no sign up or registration required
and the group is free to attend.

We meet weekly from 9:30am - 11:00am Mondays beginning
January 12th at the Towne Square Community Center, 12550
Country Trails Lane.

Steiner With Out Kids Social
Group (SWOK)

Submitted by Paula Kaisner

Did you know there is a social group in Steiner called Steiner
w/o Kids (SWOK). We have been established since January 2006
and have had many couples join who've made new friendships.
Whether youve never had kids or you have grown children you
are welcome to join this fun social group. We get together once
a month at someone’s home in Steiner for food and drinks along
with making new friends and/or enjoying old friends! It’s a great
way to meet other couples and form new relationships with people
who also don't have children at home. For more information please
email Paula Kaisner at paula@kaisner.org

Steiner TechNet Wants You!
Submitted by David Dyke

If you work in technology and live in Steiner Ranch, we have a
new community for you. This includes a quarterly social mixer in
Steiner with opportunities to meet new neighbors, discuss business
issues, find job opportunities and share best practice ideas, etc.

For more information, email David Dyke at ddyke@i-hire.com
and join Linkedin Groups Steiner TechNet.

STEINER RANCH COMMUNITY
GROUPS & ORGANIZATIONS

Are Jyou a 7776772&67" Oftl (‘077’177’1%721.{)/ gVOltp or 07’gd71iZtZti07l

here in Steiner? Email the information about your group ro
thestar@peelinc.com and it will be included in each issue. Feel
[ree to submit post event write-ups and photos.

Announcing New

Job-Seekers Group
Submitted by Nancy Phillips

Are you out of work, indefinitely furloughed, or perhaps you
have a neighbor or friend that is? If so, please read on...

StLuke’s on the Lake Episcopal Church, www.stlukesonthelake.
org, is forming a new small group focused on job-seckers. “New
Horizons” is a weekly gathering of job-seckers and new career-
changers.

Time: Wednesdays at 8:30a

Location: St. Luke’s on the Lake Episcopal Church, 5600 RR

620N, 266.2455, “The Annex”

The goals of the group go beyond the obvious job-search aspects
to also include mental and spiritual needs and challenges. Much
will be defined as the group defines itself but considerations
include:

* Prayer, devotional readings, and discussion to strengthen
perspectives and resolve

* Job search tools, networking, job fair promotions, resume
writing, interviewing, etc.

* Discussions around books and resources like “The Purpose-
Driven Life”, “Seven Habits of Highly Successful People”,”
What Color is Your Parachute”, etc. to help discern life’s
priorities.

* Focus groups formed to help address specific growth areas:

— Locate/ invite motivational speakers

— Develop constructive ideas for using new found-time for

volunteer groups, charities, etc. o

— Discuss possible how-to’s for starting a new business or

career

— ID low-cost family entertainment, living suggestions, and

group social activities

— Corporate self-help: identify needs vs. skills and what can

we do for each other

— Maintain archive of material references compiled for new

arrivals o

— Arrange networking meetings with other community job-

seeker groups

Totally open to the community at large, this is a Christian-
based support group with all members sharing the reality of being
unemployed. We will be regularly calling on God for guidance and
support as well as helping hold each other accountable for using
the time God is giving to discern life’s priorities and next career
moves. Those interested can contact Gary Cook at 751.5478 or
gcook4@austin.rr.com for more information.

28 The Star - April 2009

Copyright © 2009 Peel, Inc.




COMMUNITY GROUPS CONTINUED

Pack 203

Welcome all Steiner Ranch Boys!!
Grades 1st=5th

Do you know what Cub Scouts and Scouting is all about? Pack
203 at LWBE does fun things with fellow scouting friends every
month? We get together as a PACK to wear our cool uniforms, show
off our scout spirit, and participate in exciting scouting activities. As
a cub scout, you will get to go camping with your family, shoot BB
guns, sleep over on a real Naval Aircraft Carrier and do archery! We
play all kinds of sports and build cool race cars and spaceships to
race. Do you want to learn the secret scouting code and earn really
cool patches? Do you want to learn more about
nature and your community? Then, come en®
find out how enriching being a Cub
Scout can be!

sEO0 e
W

Contact Kim Skelton for more
information at nelson2930®@austin.
rr.com

Girl Scout Registration is Open
Submitted by Carmen Tucker

Gitl Scouts of Central Texas registration is open year-round to
girls in grades K-12. Now is the perfect time to register in order
to take advantage of summer experiences like overnight camp,
robotics day camp, backpacking trips and more. Registration is
$10 per year and girls can choose to join a troop or participate as
individuals.

Girl Scouting builds girls of courage, confidence and character,
who make the world a better place. Through fun, informal and
educational experiences girls can discover their potential, connect
with others and take action to make the world a better place. Girl
Scouts provides a wide variety of experiences for interests such as
the arts, science, technology, nature, athletics, community service,
health, leadership and more. To learn more or to register, contact
Carmen Tucker at CarmenT@gscex.org or (512) 490-2360.
Discover Girl Scouts online at www.gsctx.org.

2 Girl Scouts.

Your Steiner Ranch Triathlon Coaching Firm

Tre\yAthlete.com

Train Smart... Race Fast!!!

Train Where You Live!
Beginners, Elites and Youth
Private, Group and Online
USA Triathlon Certified
USA Cycling Certified

www.TrevAthlete.com

512-266-0432

“Lots of satisfied customers”

SOUTHERN PAINTING

RESIDENTIAL & COMMERCIAL

« INTERIOR/EXTERIOR + UNIFORMED PAINTERS
+ POWER WASHING * QUALITY GUARANTEED
* CAULKING / SCRAPING - GENERAL REPAIRS

www.southernpainting.com

512-267-6200

References/Bonded & Insured

*There is a World of Difference Between
Covering a Surface With Paint*
And Painting

As SOUTHERN PAINTING Does

Copyright © 2009 Peel, Inc.
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Calendar of Events

Sunday

Monday

Tuesday

Wednesday

(A

Thursday

Friday

Saturday

| 3
®
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Finance ® 3
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5 6 7 8 9 10 I |&g
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) & 12 13 14 5 16 17 18
Social Committee College Education Spring
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& ) o
19 20 2| 22 23 24 25
' Free Yoga
of
» P 26 27 28 29 30
D Free Youa SRMA SRROA
d & Board Meeting Board Meeting
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N/ VA .
“IAS 2YY)
Sunday Monday Tuesday Wednesday Thursday Friday Saturday
ANNOUNCE YOUR EVENT ' 2
Are you a member of a community group or organization here in Steiner?
Email the information about your group's event to
thestar@peelinc.com and it will be included on the calendar.
3 4 5 6 7 8
Free Yoga
of
) %
CE 10 I 12 13 14 15
Free Y Social Committee New Retirement
‘ ree Yoga Meeting Strategies
N ol
V ° 17 18 19 20 21 22
q Estate Planning &
® A Free Yoga Long Term Care
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24 25 26 27 28 29
SRROA
:ﬁ‘.. Free Yoga Board Meeting
_' 31 off
s AnaVae 7 -
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The Steiner360 Team

No one knows your neighborhood better than your neighbors!

512.750.5777 512.636.1609
KellyThate@yahoo.com LSnow@austin.rr.com
Let us assist you with all S teinel'3 60 com
your real estate needs. WWww. .
Steiner Ranch Market Statistics
As of Mar 10, 2009 Jan-Feb 09
Price Range # For Sale #Pending # Sold
Avg LS /sf | AvgL$/sf | Avg S$/sf
Avg DOM Avg DOM | Avg DOM
$200K-$300K | 37/$118/60 | 3/$103/89 | 7/$100/156
$300K-$400K | 46/$125/70 | 2/$132/34 | 3/$102/155
$400K-$500K | 21/$142/83 | 2/$122/61 | 2/$135/129
$500K-$600K | 20/$144/123 | 1/$140/18 | 1/$129/67
2701 Rio Mesa, $375,000, Popular Floor Plan $600K-$700K. | 13/8155/111 | 4/§150/42 | 3/8142/141 12916 Appaloosa Chase, $250,000, 1-story
Gorgeous private backyard, endless lap pool, $700K-$800K | 13/$191/177 0 3/$150/190 2005 Open floor plan, tons of upgrades,
4 bedroom, 3.5 bath, 3 gar, study, game room $800K-$900K 9/8195/170 1/8164/70 | 1/8144/333 chef's kitchen, 4 bdrm, 2 bath, large master
$900K-$1M 1/$188/26 0 0
$1M-$2M 4/$264/145 0 0
$2M and up 1/$429/144 0 0

*statistics based on the Austin MLS

Palisades Pointe Lane, $2,000,000
Over 400 ft of Lake Austin waterfront
on a magnificent 3.78 acre lot

CONCENTRIC
@ AuDIiO
\ i VIDEO

(E R R R XA X RN ]
Home Theater - Home Automation

Outdoor Living Spaces
PSS EEPEIEEEOEORERS

25% OFF
INSTALLATION

LA R R RN EEREERENRENNERD®.
Up to

35% OFF

LCD, Plasma, & Pru'lectors
(512)992-2281

www.concentricav.com

Biaik reinsid
BERORIUEEY

13113 Delphinus Walk, $450,000, Greenbelt
Like new, over $72K in upgrades,
4 bdrm, 3.5 bath, 3 gar, study, game room

Call about our
Buyer/Seller Incentive!

REALTOR R E A 1 T ¥

13210 Shore Vista Dr. #3, $2,100,000
Incredible 11.98 acre lot
with over 600 ft. of Lake Austin waterfront

Is Your Current Mortgage Rate Over 6%?

If so, NOW is the time to take advantage
of the lowest rates in forty years!

Sente is an independent mortgage bank,
not a broker, that represents more than
50 lenders nationwide.

Joe Brown has been a mortgage
consultant in Austin since 1985 and can
be reached at (512) 637-9108 or
joe.brown@SenteMortgage.com.

Copyright © 2009 Peel, Inc.
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Business Section

Women and Finance
Submitted by Rich Keith

If you've not stopped to consider what your life could be like in
retirement, consider these facts: Women live longer. The average life
expectancy for baby gitls in the U.S. is now 80 years old, compared
to 75 for boys. Some estimates show more than one-third of America
women will live to at least age 90, meaning today’s women will spend
more time in retirement and need more resources.

Women earn less. It’'s a sad reality that women still earn 76 cents
for every dollar a man makes. The average Social Security check
for men and women reflects the disparity in income and working
years: Women received $867 in December 2006, while men received
$1,148. 30% of unmarried women 65 and older currently live on
Social Security alone.

Women take time off to care for others. Not only are women more
likely to take time off to have and raise children, they are also more
likely to interrupt their working years to care for ailing parents or
other relatives. Seven out of ten unpaid caregivers are women, and
more than 50% of caregivers modify their work status because of it.
This includes working fewer hours or taking unpaid leaves of absence
— all of which affect their career paths, contributions to retirement
accounts and accumulated Social Security benefits.

Women arent saving enough — if at all. Even though women

FOUR

SEASONS

i . s e,

Locally owned landscape & hardscape professionals
Excellent Customer Service - Experienced/Reliable
Satisfaction Guaranteed - Reasonably Priced

April is the time for:

* Tree Planting & Trimming
* Lawn Top Dressing

We specialize in:
* Landscape Design & Install

* Organic Fertilization Programs

* Sick Tree Treatment ¢ Professional Lawn Maintenance

* Composting/Mulching, Weeding

* All Trimming/Property Clean up * All types of Masonry Work

* Scalp & Sand Treatment
* Sodding

Is Now Availabl

* Decks/Outdoor Living Space

oS A

* Handy Man Services
Enjoy your beautiful property this year!

e0e0ccccccccccccccccscccce
eeccccccccccccccccsccoccoe

We currently handle many properties in Austin and Cedar Park & would love to serve you!
Let us know how to best earn your business.

--References Available --

Call today for a FREE ESTIMATE!
Just ask for Rick

(512) 785-1212

rhinnant@austin.rr.com

will spend more years in retirement than men, women still lag
behind in their retirement savings. According to new studies from
the Employee benefit Research Institute, just 53% of women are
currently saving for retirement, compared to 62% of men. And 37
of women are currently participating in a company 401 (k) or other
workplace plan, compared to 41% of men; and just 37% of women
are likely to hold an IRA or other non-workplace retirement account,
compared to 46% of men.

Women are more likely to retire in poverty. For all of the reasons
listed above, is it really a surprise that women are 71% more likely
than men to live below the poverty line in retirement?

Its critical for women to have a plan. Women need to save more
money than men because they cycle in and out of the workplace
more often. Over 75% of women are widowed at an average age
of 56, and 1 in 4 of these women are broke within two months of
being widowed. What do you want your retirement years to look
like? Do start now. The earlier you start, the easier it will be to reach
your retirement goals. Time is a powerful key to achieving financial
security. Source: Primerica Financial Services Inc. 2008

AUSTINTELCO

L FEDERAL CREDIT UNION
512.302.5555

14
METRO
LOCATIONS

www.ATFCU.org

HOME EQUITY COMMERCIAL REAL
LOANS** ESTATE LOANS

10vears 5§ 25% syears 5.89%
1svears  5.45% . 10vears  6,19%
20 YEARS B.75%.. 15 YEARS 6.39%

AUTO

MONEY
MARKET

LOANS
UPTO % $25,000 TO 1.92%‘3\(
66 MONTHS 4l65APR* $74,999 AR
| e 2123,
72montHs  5,157%.. sizs000s 9 DT %,

CERTIFICATE OF CERTIFICATE OF
DEPOSIT! DEPOSIT?

0,
sMoNTES DA%, || eMoMHS  2.27%
IZMONTHS D 3% || 12MONTHS D 4%,
:
P 2,42 || N0 2,527

*Annual Percentage Rate. All rates are expressed “as low as”. Actual rate may vary
depending on credit qualifications. **Austin Telco will pay all standard closing costs on
Home Equity loans below $100k. Additional non-standard fees will be the responsibility
of the member. ***Rate applies to 1st lien commercial real estate loans with a loan to
value of 80% or less; construction/development loan rates/terms may be different. No Pre-
payment penalty. ****Annual Percentage Yield. Penalties for early withdrawal may apply.
'Regular - A minimum deposit of $1000 is required. 2Jumbo - A minimum deposit of $95000
is required. All APRs, APYs and terms are subject to change without notice. Please call for
details. This credit union is federally insured by the National Credit Union Administration.
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Free Educational
Seminars in

Personal Finance

*  Women and Finance, April 2 — Special
considerations for women.

*  College Education Funding, April 16
— Know the plans and their advantages
and disadvantages.

* New Retirement Strategies, May
14 — You “retirement environment”
revealed.

*  Estate Planning and Long Term Care
- May 19 and May 21

All seminars are free, educational and
with no obligation. Seminars are held in
Steiner Ranch. To RSVP contact rkeith@
primerica.com Rich Keith (512) 266-
8498.

Three Business Networking Groups
in the Area

Are you looking to grow your business
in 20092 If so, you might be interested in
a few of the business networking groups in
the area. There are a few to choose from:
Steiner Ranch Referrals BNI Group

Meetings are on Thursday mornings
from 8:00 to 9:30 at Thai Harmony in
Steiner Ranch. Visitors are welcome! If
you are interested in visiting a meeting
please contact Mark Taylor at marktaylor@
actioncoach.com for more information or
visit www.BNIAustin.com.

Four Points BNI

Meetings are on Wednesday at lunch
from 11:30 to 1:00 at the River Place
Country Club. Visitors are welcome! If you
are interested in visiting a meeting please
contact Amy Ochler at Amy@Lending360.
net or visit www.BNIAustin.com.

A Business Referral Group Made Fun
Networking Northwest Austin is expanding
its member base of businesses in our area.
NWNWA members build close business
and personal relationships. We believe in
business by referrals and having a limited
member base (not duplicating professions),
so you will not see your competitors here.
We have a caring, positive, involved group
of people who not only wish to build their
business, but also want to build the strength
of our networking group. NWNWA meets
on the 2nd and 4th Tuesday at Waterloo
Ice House, 360 & FM 2222 from 7:00 am
— 8:30am. And a fun happy hour once per
month at a beautiful location. Come to
a breakfast or call Dorothy Scarborough
— President dscarborough5@austin.rr.com,

512-589-3678.

Expires 5/15/09.

L — — — - - —

Be With Your Dog

Tuesday/Thursday play days at Taurus Lake Travis are staffed by behavior experts
who want to help enhance your relationship with your dog.

r— - — — — — — — — — — — —
FREE Play Day and 30 Minute Visit with a Trainer
| Call or email us, and reserve your spot now! |

Valid only at Taurus Lake Travis. One coupon per household. Advance reservation required. For cur-
rent, required vaccination information and our contract for services, visit www.taurusdogtraining.com.

Star

Taurus Lake Travis | 1901 RR 620 North
Near Lakeway, 6 miles from Steiner Ranch Blvd.
512.266.3005 | laketravis@taurusdogtraining.com

Three other convenient locations in Austin
‘ﬂb www.TaurusDogTraining.com

}?& Boarding « Training « Doggy Play Day

Copyright © 2009 Peel, Inc.
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News You Can Use

" Spring is Upon Us...

on i

Make Sure Your Irriation System is Ready

#

Article submitted by Jacob Johnson, Austin Water Utility, Water Conservation Division

Spring is quickly approaching and now is the time to make sure
your irrigation system is ready to start working again after being
off all winter. How? Follow the tips below:

See For Yourself

The fastest way to check your irrigation system is to check it

yourself. Here’s how:

* First, set your controller to operate a two-minute test
program. (If the controller does not have a pre-programmed
test program, set each zone to come on for only two minutes
using the C or D program that may not be normally
used.)

* Start the program manually and then watch the system as it
runs through each station.

* Look for heads that are broken or leaking, heads that are
misaligned and not watering what they ought to, or heads that
are clogged or obstructed by grass runners or shrubs.

Ideally, the test program should be run monthly to keep track
of how the system is functioning. This may also prevent increases
in your water bill caused by leaks or multiple broken heads. To
keep your irrigation system running as efficiently as possible, call
a licensed irrigator to fix the problems for you.

Don’t Overdo It

Your spring watering schedule should be half of what youd
water during the summer. Yet, in their eagerness to see new green
grass, spring is when people are most likely to overwater plants
and turf. With cool temperatures in the evenings and mornings,

it is not necessary to water as frequently as you would during the
summer.

* Beginning in March or April, we recommend watering once
every 7 to 10 days with one start time.

* Remember, the mandatory watering schedule begins on May 1st
each year. Any irrigation with an automatic system or hose-end
sprinkler must be used on an assigned watering day.

* Set controllers to run before 10 a.m. or after 7 p.m. It’s a more
effective use of water, and it’s the law.

* Hand-held hoses can be used any time on any day. If an area of
your landscape needs extra attention, it’s best to spot-water as

needed.
Get Some Help

How can you tell if you may be overwatering? If your water
bills exceed 25,000 gallons per month, you might benefit from
professional help. The Water Conservation Division offers free
irrigation system evaluations to check out your system and provide
you with a recommend watering schedule based on your plants,
the amount of light the yard receives, and the type of sprinkler
heads installed. The service is available to all City of Austin water
customers or eligible MUD customers, and is ideal for new owners
of irrigation systems as well as those who just aren’t sure about
their lawn’s water needs. Call Water Conservation at 974-2199 to
schedule your free irrigation system audit, or to talk with a licensed
irrigator about your system. You can also schedule audits online
at www.waterwiseaustin.org.
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- LAKE HILLS CONSTRUCTION

S S
s "F:g Patios
= [ ‘

Y Arbors

A e 4
: Wﬁw ~ M\ & Driveways

g}-\%ﬁ . Stone Work

Retainer Walls

{-‘"‘r".;,
S ‘r Covered Patios

Concrete Work

/  Pattern Concrete
Outdoor Kitchens

Swimming Pool Remodels

512-705-2332

cschneider88(@att.net
Colin Schneider, Steiner Ranch Resident
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News You Can Use

What’s at Stake?
The Health of Your Trees

Most of us have trees in our front yards that
were provided by our home builders. Did you
know that the stakes supporting these trees
need to be removed within the first year? This
is because stakes provide artificial support

that replaces a supportive trunk and root
system.
Movement of the trunk helps
strengthen the tree by thickening it
and giving it taper from bottom to
top. Trunk movement also stimulates
root growth. The artificial support
from the stakes leaves tree trunks weak
and their root systems less developed.
Bottom line - all staking material needs
to be removed after roots have established. This can be
as early as a few months, but should be no longer than
one growing season.

SENDERO

[.and Services, Inc.

Full Service Eana’m:‘m'n 4

SPRING IS HERE!
Let Us Make Your Yard The
Envy Of Your Neighboorhood

- Sprinkler Installation / Repair
- Landscape Design
- Lawn Maintenance
- Patios & Outdoor Kitchens
- Stone & Masonry
- Water Features
- Landscape Lighting

“Your Path To A Greener Tomorrow”
(512) 246-0336

Spring Is In the Air

Time to Start Your Own Organic Garden
Submitted by LCRA

In a world of iPod’s, computer games, and DVDs, gardens are
our nearest gateway to nature. Planting an organic garden with your
family or friends builds relationships as well as stronger connections
to the land, weather, and plants of Texas.

When looking for a garden site in your yard, choose an area with
a good six to eight hours of sunlight and access to water. If you have
shallow or poor soil, consider creating raised beds. Decide the garden’s
design by drawing shapes on paper and thinking about how you
might arrange flowers, herbs, and vegetables within those shapes.

You may want to read through regional gardening books and
seed catalogs when choosing plants. Native plants will be much
easier to grow and keep healthy, and native flowering plants attract
hummingbirds and butterflies. Avoid toxic plants, and consider
aromatic herbs and edible plants. If you choose to start some plants
from seed, create garden markers using either names or drawings to
help recognize the plants when they germinate.

Find sturdy gardening tools. Many nurseries and garden centers sell
spades and rakes in various sizes - make sure you find one that fits you
best. Avoid digging with hand trowels unless the soil is very friable,
or you are working in pots—small hands and wrists tire easily.

Use soaker hoses with timers to keep soil moist while your seeds
are germinating. Keep a calendar to record when you plant seeds
and when they germinate. Place a rain gauge in the garden to keep
track of showers. Find a magnifying glass to peer at leaves, flowers,
and insects in your garden.

Keep your garden safe for everyone by avoiding the use of toxic
landscape chemicals. Visit www.growgreen.org for information on
less toxic landscaping,.

Finally, celebrate your harvest of wildflower bouquets, herbs for
cooking, and tasty vegetables. Organic gardening is a lot of fun and
very rewarding.

Vé( 0 \Y
/2 ANZ

- SUPERIOR PAINTING
& WOOD ROT REPAIR

PROMPT - RELIABLE - AFFORDABLE - SINCE 1993

INT./EXT. PAINTING - SIDING REPLACEMENT

DooRr/WINDOW INSTALLATION - TRIM CARPENTRY

EXTENSIVE REFERENCES - FREE ESTIMATES
SATISFACTION GUARANTEED

SUPERIORPAINTING@CENTURY TEL.NET

512-426-8997
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Nature Watch

by Jim and Lynne Weber

Surprises After a Rain
Magical things happen when it rains in the Texas hill country! Historically, spring and fall

generally bring the most amount of precipitation to our area, and the flora and fauna respond
accordingly. Exotic-looking rain lilies pop up and bloom a few days after a good rain, but
what you might not know is that there are two species of this delicate plant that are native
to central Texas.

Cooperia pedunculata, or hill country rain lily, tends to have a main spring bloom season §

after significant rains occurring March through early August, although it can bloom sporadically Hil] country rain lily
(Photo: Michael Dana)

- W

over the rest of the growing season. These lilies begin to open slowly at dusk and are fully
opened the next morning. An all white bloom with three petals and three sepals, the flower
is trumpet-shaped, roughly two inches across, and is at the top of a single unbranched blue-
green stem about five to nine inches high. The leaves are thin, long, and branch away from
the stem at the base. The slightly fragrant bloom lasts only a day or two, turning from white
to light pink as it fades.

Often found in groups in meadows, open woodlands, and even roadsides, these lilies can
be grown easily from seeds or bulbs and combine well with groundcovers or plants that have
naturally short foliage. They are native to east and southwest Texas as well as adjacent Mexico,
and have since spread east to Louisiana.

Cooperia drummondii, or evening rain lily, tends to have a slightly later bloom season,

occurring from late May through September, with the most frequent flowering in late [z SPZZE 1Y
(Continued on Page 38) (Photo: Joseph A. Marcus)

Did you know that _ Chiropratic Care, Massage Therapy & Rehabilitation
Chiropractic Care is : Accepting Most Medical Insurances Including:
safe and effective for : « United Healthcare * Great West

many of the aches and : * Blue Cross Blue Shield * Assurant Health
pains during pregnancy? ’ : Elljlrggna ¢ & Many Others...

We have a team of . o

experts in Pre & Post Please call for benefit details

Natal care to help you
during your pregnancy.

Dr. Andrea Luise-Williams
has been recognized by
the American Pregnancy
Association for her
oustanding care
of moms-to-be!
Pregnancy is such
an important time

to focus on your . ‘ Dr. Andrea Williams & Dr. Aaron Wiliams
health and well \ Our Family Taking Care Of Your Family!
being. Let us help ' Located in the Chase Center in Lakeway,
YOU feel better! . across from Austin Boats & Motors
Call us today for - (512) 402-1881

more information! . www.lakewayspine.com
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Nature Watch - (Continued from Page 37)

summer and fall after a substantial rain. The solitary, fragrant, and
ephemeral white flower is made up of six petals and tops a leafless,
twelve inch stem. It too opens in the evening, and after two to four
days the flower turns pink and withers. After it fades, the smooth,
gray-green, grass-like leaves elongate. The bloom is quite similar to
the hill country rain lily, but slightly smaller in terms of size.

Originally native to northern Mexico, the western two-thirds of
Texas to New Mexico, and southeast Kansas and Louisiana, the
evening rain lily has expanded its range to Oklahoma, Arkansas,
Mississippi, and Alabama. It gets its species name from Thomas
Drummond, a naturalist born in Scotland that arrived in Weslaco,
Texas in 1833. He spent twenty-one months working the area
between Galveston Island and the Edwards Plateau, focusing on
plants and birds along the Brazos, Guadalupe, and Colorado rivers,
and contributing extensively to natural history collections for
museums and scientific institutions around the world.

The next time you see some of these elegant beauties gracing an
open field or a grassy area on the side of a road, think of them as a
treasured gift given to you by a recent rain and a reminder that rain
brings more than just rainbows!

Send your nature-related questions to naturewatch@austin.rr.com
and we'll do our best to answer them.

Errands a Go-Go

Your Man Friday

-~

Peter Fulton Foss .. &
512.346.7833 / 512.745.4059 _' '
errands@austin.rr.com ‘?

I live in your area. | =

ey T
g !

Let me be your personal assistant |
and enjoy the leisure time you deserve.

« Dropping off & picking up dry cleaning

« Sightseeing tours for guests

- Waiting for repair/maintenance personnel - Shopping

« Delivering your car for service - Courier Service

- Transportation to/from appointments « Supervising move in/out
« Taking pets to vet or groomer + House & pet sitting

« Party & event planning

Receive 10% off First Service
CALL FOR DETAILS

Overscheduled? Stressed?
Can’t find a moment to sit down,
let alone enjoy yourself?

Let me help you!

- Computer lessons

Healthier Homes
By Charles & Michelle Bubnis

Have you ever walked around the neighborhood and
looked at some lawns and thought “I wish my yard looked
that good”? Well, here are some tips to get your yard looking
great by creating a healthier turf.

Don’t use Weed and Feed. 2 4-D the pesticide in most
Weed and Feed product is neurotoxic and contains half of
the ingredients found in Agent Orange. Studies have shown
that lawn chemicals are tracked or drift inside where they
remain on surfaces or in the carpet for up to a year when they
are not exposed to direct sunlight (little children spend lots
of time playing/crawling on carpet). Also, Weed and Feed
can actually hurt the health of the lawn by killing beneficial
microorganisms, insects and earth worms that maintain a
healthy grass.

Instead, consider building up the health of the soil through
yearly aeration and organic compost application (ex. Farm
Style Compost from Natural Gardener). Corn Gluten can be
applied for pre-emergent weed control. Biological controls
for insects can be used if necessary such as nematodes to get
rid of grubs. Apply annually a slow release nitrogen organic
fertilizer as commercial fertilizers frequently contain toxic
herbicides such as 2, 4-D mentioned earlier.

You are on your way to transitioning to a natural lawn care
with these easy steps. If you are looking for or currently have
a lawn care service, ask them to adopt these methods. If
they wish to use IPM (Integrated Pest Management) be wary
because these usually include the use of toxic pesticides.

Within a short time you too will have a robust looking lawn
but more importantly, you will know that it truly is healthier
and safer for your family too.

Resources:

Natural Gardener 288-6113

www.beyondpesticides.org

www.grassrootsinfo.org

Mr. B’s Furniture Shop
A E M &8 H

“Fine Custom Furniture, Furniture Repair and Refinishing”

Free Estimates
Call Mr. B at (512) 228-4887
or Email at bingoblom@yahoo.com
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April Events at the
Lady Bird JohnsonWildflower Center

WILDFLOWER DAYS™ MARCH 16 TO MAY 31. Thousands of favorite and hard-to-find native plants as well as
The Center is open every day 9 a.m to 5:30 p.m. advice from experts. Check out the plant list at www.wildflower.

JEAN ANDREWS LECTURE SERIES -- org. At the store, Mary Catherine Gardner signs her Wildflower
“Growing Forests and Feeding Families in the Amazon and Days™ poster and Lawrence Parent signs Portrait of Austin, 1
Andes of Peru.” to 4 p.m. Saturday. Celebrate Easter Sunday with your children
Wednesday, April 1. Speaker: Toby Pennington of the Royal ~— 4ta special Wildflower Center egg hunt starting at noon Sunday.
Botanic Garden, Edinburgh. Admission free. 7 p.m. Book signings at the store, 1 to 4 p.m. Sunday.

A CHILD’S GARDEN NATURE NIGHTS: WILD ABOUT WILDFLOWERS

Thursday, April 16
Explore wildflower legends and lore. Take guided hikes with plant
identification. $1 admission. 6 to 9 p.m.

Saturday, April 4
Molly Dannenmeier signs A Childs Garden in the store. Noon
to 3 p.m.

SPRING PLANT SALE & GARDENING FESTIVAL SCULPTURE DEMONSTRATION

Members Preview, 1 to 7 p.m. Friday, April 10, 9 a.m. Saturday, April 18

to 5 p.m. Saturday, April 11 and noon to 5 p.m. Sunday, The artists of the Texas Society of Sculprors show how to work in
April 12 many media. The exhibit of 38 sculptures in our gardens continues

through May 31. 1 to 4 p.m.

EXOTIC GRANITE
COUNTERTOPS

CALL STONE AGE TO SCHEDULE A FREE ESTIMATE

512-736-3384

OR BRING THIS AD IN TO OUR SLAB YARD AND
LET US HELP YOU SELECT THE BEST COLOR FOR
YOUR HOME. PACIFIC SHORES IS LOCATED AT
10220 METROPOLITAN DR AUSTIN, TX 78758
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News You Can Use

Austin SPD Kids
Submitted by Terri Cruz-Beck

Austin SPD Kids, a non-profit parent support group, is hosting
a resource fair, on Saturday, April 4th , 2009, at Hill Country
Bible Church Northwest, 12124 RR 620, from 2 to 5PM, to raise
awareness of and showcase opportunities for families of children with
sensory processing disorders. All proceeds from this event will benefit
the Sensory Processing Disorder Foundation (www.kidfoundation.
org). Admission is free.

Contact: Kecia or Leslie at austinspdkids@yahoo.com for more
information

SpringFest 2009

Lake Travis Chamber of Commerce
Saturday, April 25, 11 AM - 9 PM

The Lake Travis Chamber of Commerce SpringFest is the premier
event in the South Lake Travis area. Including 100+ vendor booths,
kids activities, BBQ cook-off and live music all day by the Carson
Brock Band, Andrea Marie and the Magnolia Band, Two Tons of
Steel, Jason Allen Band and Eleven Hundred Springs. SpringFest is
April 25th at the Hill Country Galleria. For more information visit
www.laketravisspringfest.com.

Ve create DISTINCTIVE,
Evocative, (| etiStic
DVD video stide shows.

@m goal is Lo create montage
productions that are a significant
slep in qualily and visual richness far
beyond the “standard” video & slide show.

From a rehearsal dinner PhotoMontage
to the wedding video, from a graduation slide show

to a birthday montage for that special person...
For anything or anyone who is unforgettable,
Nothing is more important than your memories together.

www.sleﬂz’ngslews.wm 572.704.3304

Seussical

River Place Elementary
Theatre Club

River Place Elementary Theatre Club
proudly presents the musical production
of Seussical, Jr., a musical by Lynn Ahrens, Eric Idle and Stephen
Flaherty.

Seussical, Jr. is a whirlwind tour of Dr. Seuss stories including,
"Horton Hears A Who", and "Gertrude McFuzz". Set to a variety
of musical styles, ranging from Latin to pop, swing to gospel, and
R&B to funk, all ages will enjoy this unforgettable celebration of
the greatest children's literature of all time.

Seussical Jr. lovingly brings to life our favorite Dr. Seuss characters
including Horton the Elephant, Gertrude McFuzz, Mayzie, and all
of Whoville! The Cat and Jojo, a boy Who and “thinker of strange
and wonderful thinks,” seamlessly bring together these colorful tales.
Dr. Seuss’s themes are relevant and universal, making this a musical
to appeal to all ages.

Performances are at The Church at Canyon Creek located at 9001
EM. 620 North in Austin, Friday, April 3rd at 7:00 PM and Saturday,
April 4th at 10:00 and 2:00PM Tickets are $10.00 for adults and
$5 for children at the door.

Bring the whole family to enjoy kids of all ages singing, dancing
and acting out your favorite books.

i
ay Ped‘i rie ASSOCiates

v“"

- Friendly, personalized and professional pediatric care.

- School and camp physicals, sick and well child exams for
your children from birth through late adolescence.

- Board certified physician.

- Accepting new patients and contracted with most insurances.

Come meet the doctor
for a no charge, N0
obligation visit.
Call 512 -328-2266 to

schedule an appt-
Shubha Adeni MD; FAAP
900 RR 620 South, Suite C 201, Lakeway, Texas 78734
Phone: 512 -328-2266 Office Hours: Monday — Friday 9 AM to 5 PM

STEVE’S
PLUMBING
REPAIR

® water pressure problems
® sewer & drain service ® fiber optic drain line inspections

® free estimates ® satisfaction guaranteed

Steve Brougher
276-7476
1106 West Koenig Lane

oL

Master License: M-11465
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CAMP STEINER IS COMING

Kidvnture Camps is [oming to Steiner Runch
For Five Weeks of Summer Fun and Mem

SUMMER CAMPS

LEBRATING FIFTEEN YEARS OF GAMP IN TEXAS

\ ! . —— H‘%__H
Registration Begins February Z \ kidventure.com \ 012,163,838




News You Can Use

Learn to Laugh

in Another Language
Submitted by Erin Mccauley

Open your heartand home to a high school
foreign exchange student. INTO EdVentures
High School Exchange Organization is a
non-profit organization looking to place
high school students from overseas with
caring, responsible American families who
will welcome them into their family. Our
student will need a loving, caring home,
food and a bedroom. They can share a room
with a sibling close in age. You will be able
to choose a student who has similar interests
to your own. Our students are supervised by
a local representative throughout their stay.

Our students come from over 57 countries
in Europe, Asia and South America...and are
between the ages of 15-18. Our students are
carefully screened for maturity, academic
ability, English comprehension, character,

versatility, and a desire to study in the United
States. They receive extensive preparation
and orientations before they arrive.
Our students have health and accident
insurance as well as their own spending
money.

If you have children at home, they can
learn so much and make a lifelong friend.
IF you do not have children at home, you
will LOVE the new dimensions an exchange
student can add to your life, and the new life
they will give to your home. You can make
a huge difference in a young person’s life
and bring understanding between nations...
you can change the world, and LEARN TO
LAUGH IN ANOTHER LANGUAGE!

Contact Mikki Hunt Toll free (866) 616-

4837 or email: txintoteam@aol.com.

Newsletter
Article
Submissions

Interested in submitting an article? You
can do so by emailing thestar@PEELinc.
com or by going to http://www.peelinc.com/
articleSubmit.php. All news must be received
by the 9th of the month prior to the issue. So
if you are involved with a school group, scouts,
sports etc — please submit your articles for
The Star. Personal news for the Stork Report,
Teenage Job Seekers, special celebrations and
military service are also welcome.

Classified Ads

Personal classifieds (one time sell items, such as
a used bike...) run at no charge to Steiner Ranch
residents, limit 30 words, please e-mail thestar@
PEELinc.com.

Business classifieds (offering a service or product
line for profit) are $50, limit 40 words, please
contact Peel, Inc. Sales Office at 512-263-9181
or advertising@PEELinc.com.

EcoStir

*Complete mowing services

*Seasonal pruning and trimming

*Quarterly sprinﬁler system checkups
*Zero tolerance litter program

Sprinkler System Repair
*Timely response

*Emergency service available

Sprink]er System Design and Install

*State of the art sprinkler systems

*3 year warranty

Iandscape

*Landscapes - hardscapes - waterscapes
*Decks - fences - pergolas
*Qutdoor lighting & more

*Ensure efficient operation of your system

*Up to date training in water conservation

(up to 40% water savings)

Design and Construction

*Professional blueprinted landscape designs

Landscape & Sprinklers

"Your Premier Choice for ]ic-o-friendly Outdoor Solutions"
All inclusive Lawn & Landscape Maintenance

= .
*Austin’s only fleet of propane powered equipment

%\

»

%\
A% offall

S8
S

sprinkler system 1'epairs

Complementary “rain sensor”
i with every sprinkler system install

(810000 value)

Specials apply to new customers who sign up by 5/01/2009.

512:28445212 www:EcoStarLawns.com 51098415538

free system evaluation [

maintenance customers
Recevea
complementary
spring “Green-up”
with your choice of
organic or synthetic
fertilizer treatment
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Dishin’ with...

/”o//y Fowler

S—

"Dining Diva~
Berries ~ The Perfect Dessert for Spring!
Luscious berries are now available in grocery stores and farmer’s

markets. Showcase them in this yummy, and easy dessert! Lemon
curd is a key ingredient to this recipe. It is a cooked, creamy mixture
made from sugar, egg yolks, lemon juice, and butter. It is a delicious
spread for biscuits or muffins. You'll find it near the jams and jellies
in your better supermarkets, or in gourmet stores to purchase.

Lemon Berry Delight

Serves 4
2 Cups Mixed fresh berries
Y4 Cup Sugar (or more to taste)
15 Cup Lemon curd
1%2 tsp Lemon zest
V2 Cup Heavy whipping cream
V5 tsp Pure vanilla extract

Mind sprigs to garnish

Gently combine mixed berries with sugar and refrigerate about
30 minutes. In a large bowl, stir together the lemon curd and the
lemon zest. In the bowl of an electric mixer, whip the cream with
the wire whip until stiff peaks for.m. Stir in vanilla. Gently fold the
whipped cream into the lemon mixture. In parfait glasses or dessert
dishes, alternate layers of cream mixture with berries. Garnish with
mint sprigs and serve.

Happy Spring!
Molly

www.thediningdiva.com

The Star is a private publication published by Peel, Inc. It is not sanctioned by any homeowners
association or organization, nor is it subject to the approval of any homeowners association or
organization, nor is it intended, nor implied to replace any publication that may be published
by or on behalf of any homeowners association or organization. At no time will any source
be allowed to use The Star contents, or loan said contents, to others in anyway, shape or form,
nor in any media, website, print, film, e-mail, electrostatic copy, fax, or etc. for the purpose
of solicitation, commercial use, or any use for profit, political campaigns, or other self
amplification, under penalty of law without written or expressed permission from Peel, Inc.
The information in the newsletter is exclusively for the private use of Peel, Inc.

DISCLAIMER: Articles and ads in this newsletter express the opinions of their authors and do
not necessarily reflect the opinions of Peel, Inc. or its employees. Peel, Inc. is not responsible for
the accuracy of any facts stated in articles submitted by others. The publisher also assumes no
responsibility for the advertising content with this publication. All warranties and representations
made in the advertising content are solely that of the advertiser and any such claims regarding
its content should be taken up with the advertiser.

* The publisher assumes no liability with regard to its advertisers for misprints or failure to
place advertising in this publication except for the actual cost of such advertising.

* Although every effort is taken to avoid mistakes and/or misprints, the publisher assumes no
responsibility for any errors of information or typographical mistakes, except as limited to
the cost of advertising as stated above or in the case of misinformation, a printed retraction/
correction.

* Under no circumstances shall the publisher be held liable for incidental or consequential
damages, inconvenience, loss of business or services, or any other liabilities from failure to
publish, or from failure to publish in a timely manner, except as limited to liabilities stated
above.

The challenge is to fill every row across, every column down, and every
3x3 box with the digits 1 through 9. Each 1 through 9 digit must appear
only once in each row across, each column down, and each 3x3 box.

*Solution at www.PEELinc.com © 2007. Feature Exchange

REFRIGERATORS e FREEZERS  ICEMAKER

ALL AMERICAN APPLIANCE

IMMEDIATE 24 HOUR SERVICE ON:
REFRIGERATORS « ICEMAKERS « WASHERS & DRYERS

DISPOSALS « DISWASHERS « MICROWAVES * OVENS

Emergency Service Available

WHIRLPOOL ¢ KENMORE « KITCHENAID  MAYTAG * SUBZERO
GE « FRIGIDAIRE « JENN AIR ¢ ROPER * HOTPOINT « MONOGRAM

1 Year Waranty On Parts
Senior Citizen Discount

(512) 266-9108 or (512) 410-9193

*$25 service fee for Steiner Ranch Residents
*Check Yellowbook and Angies List for our other listings
*Questions or comments please email us
at allamericanservice@austin.rr.com

Westlake » Lakeway * Pflugerville « Round Rock * Cedar Park ¢ Leander
Willam Cannon ¢ Oakhill » South « Central « Mopac * Georgetown * 183 Northwest
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News You Can Use

Britt’s Book Buzz: Thirteen Moons
An Adventure for the Reader

Thirteen Moons is the second novel by author Charles Frazier (his
first novel was Cold Mountain). The book caught my eye because
I enjoyed reading Cold Mountain and when I read the back cover
of Thirteen Moons, I was intrigued by the subject matter—a young
orphan is sent to the unknown territory of the Cherokee Indians.

The book takes the reader on a journey into the mid-18007,
interweaving actual historic events and people (the Indian Removal
Act, The Trail of Tears and Davey Crockett) with a detailed, fictional
and personal tale that is true adventure for the reader.

The narrator, Will Cooper, is obligated to run a trading post. It is
here where he meets Bear, a Cherokee chief, and together they fight
to keep the land on which their tribe is living (at this time, Indians
were being forced to move West). Will meets many other characters
along his journey, all very memorable due to the ensuing conversation
(“whiskey camaraderie”), expeditions, gun fights and chivalry that
take place.

I always love books that make me revisit our American history. I
was talking about this book to our babysitter and she was actually
in the middle of studying Indians and trading posts. To refresh my

memory, I did a bit of research on the Indian Removal Act, Andrew

Jackson and the Trail of Tears. Did you know:

* The Indian Removal Act was passed in 1830—it offered the
Indians land west of the Mississippi in return for evacuation of
their tribal homes in the east.

* Andrew Jackson, the 7th president, was in office during this
time

* In 1838-1839 Georgia evicted the Cherokees and forced them to
march west. About twenty-five percent of the Indians were dead
before they reached their new lands in Oklahoma. The Indians
refer to this march as the “Trail of Tears”

* Source: http://statelibrary.dcr.state.nc.us/nc/bio/public/Jackson.
htm

One of the amazing things about this book (and is characteristic
of the author) is the subtle and intelligent humor interspersed
throughout the book and integrated into the characters. I find humor
very hard to portray through the written word, but Frazier nails it!

Feel free to comment on this review or your thoughts on the book
or suggest a book for me to review at brittanyjed@hotmail.com.

6618 Sitie Del Rio, Suite A101
Austin, Texas 78730
(512) 241-1370

hillcountrypediatrics.com

We are now taking

Blue Cross Blue Shield
& New Patients
under most major insurance plans!

Hill Country Pedistrics delivers patient-centered. pediatric care in a warm, friendly setting,
You and your child are our first priority, so we offer ease of scheduling. same-day appoim
mients, an on-site lab and plenty of one-on-one time with vour childs doctor to develop
mutual trust and lang-lasting relationships. When calling during nights and weekends, vou
will speak directly with one of our physicians rather than a nursing triape network

Chr board -certified phasiciins are supported by an exoeptional weam of highly traaned
nurses with more than 30 years of expericnce, This depth of expertee allows us o dedver
the frsest preventative health and medical core for mEants, chaldren, adolescents and young

achults. Comprehensive services include well-childeare, immunizations, sick care, school

ancl sparis physcols, specmbst neferrals, gynecodopic care and health screenings.

Hill Country Pediatrics was started in 1997 by Dr. Elizabeth Bartlett, recognized three
times in the past as one of Austin’s "Dest Doctors” by Awetin Monthly, We are pleaged to
congratulate Dr, Leslie Wells. who joined the list of Austin’s "Best Dioctors™ this year!
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Joe Gillum

Cabinet Specialist
(512) 228-2124

The Exclusive Independent Contractor
for Austin Woodworks and Burrows Cabinets

Specializing in Custom Built-ins for your Entertainment Centers,
Offices, Wet Bars, Bookcases and MORE!

414 Hernandos Loop * Leander, TX 78641 « (512) 228-2124 « www.joegillum.net
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BUSINESS CLASSIFIEDS

FOUR POINTS TUTORING, offers one-on-one tutoring in
all core academic subjects. We serve all ages, pre — kindergarten
through adult. Our tutors are experienced educators that are
passionate about helping students learn! For further information
contact us at 512-497-4355 or Fourpointstutoring@sbcglobal.

net.

PERSONAL CLASSIFIEDS

FREE: Beautiful 41" round, beveled edge, 1/2" thick glass table
top (no base, just the glass) in good condition; 24" x 66" framed
glass insert for 32" x 79" exterior door, in good condition. Call
Cathy at (512) 243-7983, between 8AM and 8PM.

FOR SALE: 2009 BUICK ENCLAVE CXL FWD. Fully
loaded, Luxury Package. Rear entertainment system, Navigation,
Bluetooth. Power Sunroof, 7 Psg., 19in wheels, H/AC seats
8,000 miles. $37,800 Call Michael 626-7811.

FREE SNAKE/REPTILE/CREEPY-CRAWLER REMOVAL
for Steiner Ranch Residents. I will come to your house, capture,
remove and relocate any/all snakes, lizards, spiders, scorpions,
etc. for no charge, and with a smile. Call anytime. Snake
specialist! 512-944-0633

Send Us Your Event Pictures!!
Do you have a picture of an event that you would like to
run in The Star? Send it to us and we will publish it in the
next issue. Email the picture to thestar@peelinc.com. Be sure

to include the text that you would like to have as the caption.
Pictures will appear in color online at www.PEELinc.com.

View the Kids' Clubb Contest
Winners online each month at
www.peelinc.com/kidsclub.php

NOT AVAILABLE ONLINE
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AT&T to Improve Wireless Coverage
with “Mega-cell” Service

Apr. 12009 In an attempt to satisfy its
many wireless customers who constantly
suffer from dropped phone calls within
northwest Austin, AT&T has decided to
add an additional tower that will greatly
improve the coverage for the community’s
cell phone users. The location for the new
tower is going to be located on Phobos, one
of the two moons of Mars using AT&T’s
new Mega-cell transmission service. A
spokesman for AT&T who insisted on being
anonymous said that after much research,
it was determined that the residents of
northwest Austin would never get a good
wireless signal without an unobstructed line
of site to the tower, and as they found it
impossible to do on land, they chose Mars
to locate their new “Megatower”. The tower

will be 5 miles tall, and will be powered by a

solar collector approximately twice the size
of Houston. Once installation is complete,
the Megatower will be turn on and controlled
remotely from Earth, since the high power
needed to send a signal so far would
instantly evaporate anyone within .
40,000 miles. Though eager
to implement the additional

coverage, AT&T says there

is still the technical issue of
the 18 minute delay between
someone talking on one end of the
conversation and then hearing the
other end. But since the additional
air time would only add minutes to
each bill improve AT&T’s profit margin,
they currently have only one high school
student working part-time on the problem
alone during weekends. When asked

“Putting the Family Back into the Heart of the Home”

why not use the moon since it was closer,

AT&T responded “Sprint already purchased

the rights to the moon from NASA and

will be sponsoring the first low-gravity

NASCAR race to be held along the Sea of
Tranquility.”

If you're still scrarching your head
over this, then just remember these
words.... “April Fools!”
-Laurie Scott

Design to Installation, Come Visit Our Design Center

(512) 963-9043 » Visit www.newcreationsaustin.com for design consultation.

Visit www.citysearch.com for our customer reviews.

to See Your Dream Kitchen Built
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SPECIA

OFFERS

BE STRONG.

with Wild Basin Virtual Fitness
Anybody. Anywhere. Anytime.

Did you know that:
o 96% of all weight loss attempts fail?
e  Qver 70% of Americans are overweight?

®  The biggest indicator for success is counseling
from a professional nutritionist, coach, or
personal trainer?

Think you don’t have the time or money
for a personal trainer? Think again!

With Wild Basin Online Fitness & Nutrition, you get:

®  Fully customized fitness plans at an affordable price for any
fitness level!

e 3D Video demonstrations of exercises
e  Work out at home, at the gym, or on the road

e  One-click printing and download to ITouch, IPhone, & Windows
Mobile Device

®  Anindividualized nutrition and meal-planning service that is
completely integrated with your fitness plan.

e  Determine your total fitness & track your success with Fitscore, a
fun, easy to use fitness assessment tool.

Try it FREE for 5 days at
www.WildBasinFitness.com

LEANER. BETTER.
FASTER. STRONGER.

with Wild Basin Student Athlete
SPORTS CONDITIONING CAMPS

Led by qualified personal trainers, these bi-weekly camps help student
athletes gain valuable skills. Divided by age groups, these camps are
open to boys and girls ages 8-18 of all skill levels.

(] Improve coordination, balance, stability, and agility.

®  Younger athletes focus on cardiovascular conditioning and are
introduced to proper form and technique.

e  Older athletes work with trainers to build muscle mass, speed,
and strength in a safe and healthy way.

Tuesdays/Thursdays starting 3/24/09.

HURRY!I First 10 registrations save $20 when you use promo
code $8C09 at checkout.

Sign-up today at

www.WildBasinTraining.com
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- Kids Stuff-

o Section for Kids with news. puzzles. games and more!

NOT AVAILABLE ONLINE
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Attention KIDS: Send Us Your Masterpiece!

Color the drawing below and mail the finished artwork to us at
Peel, Inc. - Kids Club
311 Ranch Road 620 S, Suite 200
Lakeway, TX 78734
We will select the top few and post their artwork online at www.PEELInc.com. DUE:April 30th

Be sure to include the following so we can let you know!
Name:

(first name, last initial)
Email Address: Age

[This information will only be used to notify you or your parents if your artwork was selected.]

SR
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Every summer Kidsave brings older orphaned children to Austin,
and other U.S. cities, to participate in our 5-week Summer Miracles
program. Summer Miracles “shines a light” on children the world
has forgotten.

The children stay with volunteer host families, experience family
life, attend day camp, and meet families who may want to adopt
them. Over 90% of the children now have families, hope and love
because of Summer Miracles.

Help An Orphaned Child Find A Family

Approximately ten orphaned children will be coming to the
Austin area to participate in Summer Miracles 2009. For more
information about how you can help or host one of these children,
please call Stephanie Karasick at 512-415-7082, or email stephanie@
austinkidsave.org.

Be a voice for change for children who need families. Volunteer
to help a child this summer!

Advertise YOUR business
to YOUR neighbors for
less than 3¢ per home.

Effective Advertising, Done Right.

Call today to Reserve your space.

Peel, Inc.

COMMUNITY NEWSLETTERS

512-263-9181

www.PEELinc.com
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Experienced.  rusted.
@/mgzng Cyoa the BEST? Votue! \§

ALLURE

FULL-SERVICE
BUYER & SELLER
REPRESENTATION

Office #: 512-249-6299 )
Mobile #: 512-740-2300 Nicole Peel

Steiner Ranch Resident  Broker/Owner

www.VallureRealty.com
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