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The
HPWBANA

News

Sign up to receive The 
HPWBANA News in your inbox.
Visit PEELinc.com for details.

Go Green
Go Paperless

Dear Neighbors,
It has been a few weeks since our request for you to 

complete a Green Neighbor certification packet. We have 
received twenty packet requests. But given that we need 
to certify over 500 homes to become a Green Neighbor-
hood, we have a long way to go.
We want to encourage you again to request and com-

plete a Green Neighbor packet. If you have a fuel-ef-
ficient car and a child who rides in a carpool to school, 
you are almost one third of the way to being certified. It 
is very likely that you are already doing things that will 
meet certification requirements. If not, the packet will 
give you great ideas about how to be more “green.”
If you request a packet and get certified, you can get a 

t-shirt, free passes to Barton Springs and the bragging 
rights that come with Green Neighbor certification. More 
importantly, if you and your neighbors get certified, the 
neighborhood will receive a free landscape design consul-
tation or trees.
Thank you to all those who have participated so far! If 

you have not yet completed a packet, we encourage you to 
request one at http://tr.im/greenneighbor. We will deliver 
it to your house promptly.
Thanks again for your efforts to make our neighbor-

hood green!

Grant McClure
Kyle Obermann

Message From 
the Board

We want to thank all of the 
neighbors who gave their input on 
the Side and Front Yard Parking 
Ordinance.  Based on comments 
from our neighbors and our 
understanding of this and other 
ordinances related to driveways, 
the board has decided to table this 
issue for now.  Because we chose 
not to implement this ordinance 
for our neighborhood at this time, 
our understanding is that we will 
not have another opportunity for 
awhile.  In the meantime, we hope 
to get a better understanding of what 
ordinances will and will not allow 
pertaining to our driveways.  And of 
course, we will ask for your input.

We appreciate that you made an 
effort to be part of the process.  That 
is what makes HPWBANA a great 
neighborhood!
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IMportant nuMBers
Austin Citywide Information Center 974-2000 or 311
Emergency Police ................................................911 
Non-emergency Police (coyote sighting, etc.) ......311
Social Services (during work hours) .....................211
SPO David J. Knutson
 Central West District APD Rep ...............974-5917
Wildlife Rescue 24 Hour Hot Line  .... 210-698-1709

09' Board oF dIrectors
presIdent
Carolyn Robinson ................ carrob99@hotmail.com
VIce presIdent
Chereen Fisher ......459 3203, chereen@austin.rr.com 
treasurer
Krista Saeger .......380-9062, kristasaeger@yahoo.com
secretary
Andrea Torres,  ............... andreatorres11@yahoo.com
Tonianne Soster ....... 825-3773, te883@austin.rr.com
Frances Allen ............................... Fba100@juno.com
Trey Blundell .................... trey_blundell@yahoo.com
Ben Friedman .................... bfriedman@landmtg.com
Eric Hansen .........................................ech@flash.net
newsletter edItor.............. Andrea Torres

 The HPWBANA Board meets on the 4th Wednesday of 
each month except December. Meetings are held from 7:00 
– 8:45 p.m. at the Yarborough Library, 2200 Hancock Drive. 
All neighbors are invited to attend. www.hpwbana.org

 HWPBANA is bordered on the north by 2222, on the 
south by 35th St., on the west by Mt. Bonnell Rd., and on the 
east by MoPac and by Bull Creek Rd. between Hancock Dr. 
and 45th St.

 Mail your membership dues to HPWBANA, P.O. Box 
26101, Austin, Texas 78755

adVertIsIng InFo
 Please support the businesses that advertise in the HPWBANA 

Newsletter. Their advertising dollars make it possible for all 
residents to receive a newsletter at no charge. No neighborhood 
association funds are used to produce or mail the newsletters. If 
you would like to support the newsletter by advertising, please 
contact Peel, Inc. Sales Office at 512-263-9181 or advertising@
PEELinc.com for ad information and pricing.

american youthworks Helps 
out at perry park

By Nadene Morning

The invasive plant removal efforts at Perry Park continue with 
another effort at ligustrum and chinaberry removal in Perry Park in 
early April.  The HPWBANA and the Friends of Perry Park started 
cleaning up Perry Park several years ago.  Invasive plant removal was a 
priority project although it turned out to be a lot of hard work, with 
many workdays that spanned years.  What remains are mostly large 
plants that requires hiring a special group to remove them.  American 
Youthworks Environmental Corps specializes in this type of work.   

HPWBANA funded this last effort and can proudly claim that 
only a handful of ligustrum and chinaberry trees remain in the 
park.  Ligustrum and Chinaberry trees were the main plants causing 
problems.   The City of Austin Parks and Recreation Department 
(PARD) was involved and meetings ions were held to preview the 
work areas and discuss strategy.  PARD also helped with the brush 
removal. 

What is next? The seed base from years of ligustrum and chinaberry 
in the park is starting to grow.  These small seedlings will be either 
hand pulled or weed wrenched.  We will also discuss removing 
nandina throughout the park.  Nandina is another invasive plant 
that will take over and choke out our native plants.  

The HPWBANA Beautification and Parks Committee will review 
bringing E-Corps to Perry Park again next year to help out in the 
park.  This investment in our community park will ensure that our 
neighborhood can continue to enjoy it for years to come.  

Business Classifieds

Classified ads
Personal classifieds (one time sell items, such as a used 
bike...) run at no charge to HPWBANA residents, limit 30 
words, please e-mail andreatorres11@yahoo.com.

Business classifieds (offering a service or product line 
for profit) are $50, limit 40 words, please contact Peel, Inc. 
Sales at 512-263-9181 or advertising@PEELinc.com.

DISCOVER YOUR VOICE! - Learn to produce your own 
unique sound, or fine-tune a developing voice.  UT Graduate 
and HPWBANA resident teaches private lessons in classical voice 
through a variety of musical styles.  Call for more information.  
Marla Lowrey, MME, 512-363-9709.

BEAT THE HEAT—EXERCISE EARLY!  All ages and fitness 
levels welcome for an efficient cardio and strength interval 
workout led by a certified personal trainer.  Every Monday, 
Wednesday, Friday 6am – 7am at Perry Park.  First class FREE. 
Questions?  Visit www.balancepft.com .
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HPWBANA Board Meetings
Please attend our next monthly meeting

Wednesday, May 27, 2008
Yarborough Library- 2200 Hancock Drive

7:00 - 8:30 pm

*  Repaints -
    Interior, exterior, and much more 
*  Free on-site estimates 
*  Established company for 17 years
*  BBB member
*  Painting, staining, and popcorn ceiling removal 

Please contact Robby Chapman at
512-632-5990 with D&W Painting, Inc.
or by email - robby@dwpainting.com

We look forward to helping you
create your perfect home!

These are tough choices. Everyone’s concerned
about economic uncertain es.

Give me a call. I’ll be happy to set up an appointment
and visit with you about your op ons.

Patrick McCormick
Broker (REALTOR®)
Real Estate Instructor
Adjunct Professor of Marke ng
MBA – Marke ng

512.779.4445 (P)
pmccormick@urbantrendsllc.com

Urban Trends Realty
UNDERSTANDING TRENDS TO UNDERSTAND MARKETS

THINKING ABOUT SELLING, BUYING,
REMODELING OR CAUGHT IN BETWEEN?

March Meeting Highlights
 The March meeting was held on Wednesday, March 25.  A 

community member was present to discuss interest in forming a 
community garden and the steps needed to implement one in our 
neighborhood.  The board reviewed memberships and business 
sponsorships for the year.  They also discussed the toddler swing 
status, which included a possible June construction date.  Details 
were given for the annual Easter Hunt.  Finally, the board discussed 
how to follow up with the community on the front and side yard 
parking ordinance.  

Board meetings are held the fourth Wednesday of every month 
at 7pm at the Yarborough Library on Hancock.  Neighbors are 
encouraged to attend and present any ideas or concerns they may 
have.  We look forward to seeing you at our next meeting!

texas leaf cutting ants
By Wizzie Brown

Leaf cutting ants are large, reddish ants with spines on their 
thorax.  Worker ants come in a variety of sizes.  The ants build large 
colonies, usually with many terrace-topped mounds that have a 
central opening.  Colonies can contain millions of ants and cover 
large areas of land.

Leaf cutting ants typically forage in thick trails.  During the 
summer, foraging takes place at night when temperatures are cooler, 
but can occur at any time of day during the rest of the year.  These 
ants damage plants, causing defoliation by removing leaves and buds.  
Small trees can sometimes be completely stripped overnight.  The 
ants eat a fungus grown on the plant material they harvest.

If you have leaf cutting ant mounds, you can broadcast a 
bait product such as Amdro Ant Block.  Amdro Ant Block is a 
hydramethylnon bait labeled for leaf cutting ant control in urban 
areas.  If you have foraging holes and trails, you can treat these areas 
with a residual contact insecticide dust or spray.

For more information or help with identification, contact Wizzie 
Brown, Texas AgriLife Extension Service Program Specialist at 
512.854.9600.  Also check out www.urban-ipm.blogspot.com
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Great Hills Baptist Church
Vacation Bible School | June 15-19
Going Beyond - Women’s Conference with Priscilla Shirer | June 26-27
Patriotic Celebration - Both Sunday Services | June 28
Children’s Fine Art Workshop | July 6-10
Veggie Tales Day Camp | July 27-31
Middle / High School Camps - Baylor University | July 27-31
Celebrate Recovery | Mondays, 7 pm, 2nd �oor of building A

Summer Activities

Regular Sunday Schedule:
9:30 & 11 am Bible Life Groups for all ages
9:30 am  Celebration - Connection | Worship Choir & Orchestra
11:00 am  Life - Connection | Worship Band

10500 Jollyville Road . Austin, TX . 78759  |  www.ghbc.org  |  512.343.7763

It’s My park day at Mayfield preserve
By Nadene Morning, Friends of Mayfield Nature Preserve

It’s My Park Day is an annual event for 
the Austin Parks Foundation (APF, http://
austinparks.org/) and it gets bigger every year.  
One day every year, individuals and groups 
sign up to work in a park of their choice.  This 
year, the event was March 7th and our local 
Mayfield Park and Preserve was one of 60 
parks that participated.  Wheatsville Food Co-
op presented It’s My Park Day and provided 
wonderful snacks for the volunteers.

Friends of Mayfield Preserve had projects 
lined up for the approximately 35 volunteers 
that attended.  It was a beautiful morning to 
drag brush to a chipping area, remove invasive 
plants, spread mulch onto trails, replace a gate 
at a park entrance, and also plant about $500 
worth of native plants funded by an APF It’s 
My Park Day mini-grant.  

Rene Barrera, the Preserve Manager for the 
Parks and Recreation Department (PARD), 

was on site to help direct the volunteers.  
There was no shortage of projects because 
the Friends of Mayfield Preserve have been 
working hard throughout this last year 
removing invasive plants throughout the 
entire 22 acre preserve.   Ligustrum is the 
main invasive plant targeted, but not the only 
one.  Ligustrum was on its way to causing 
problems with the ecosystem in the preserve 
and restoration efforts are now taking place 
in specific needed areas.  

Information about projects in Mayfield 
Preserve can be found on the Mayfield Park 
website, http://mayfieldpark.org/, on the 
Friends of Mayfield Preserve page.  If you 
have questions about the invasive plant 
removal project please contact Rene Barrera 
at Rene.Barrera@ci.austin.tx.us. 

For the volunteers that helped out – we 
thank you!

summer Miracles
Every summer Kidsave brings older 

orphaned children to Austin, and other 
U.S. cities, to participate in our 5-week 
Summer Miracles program.  Summer 
Miracles “shines a light” on children the 
world has forgotten.  

The children stay with volunteer host 
families, experience family life, attend day 
camp, and meet families who may want 
to adopt them.  Over 90% of the children 
now have families, hope and love because of 
Summer Miracles.  

Approximately ten orphaned children will 
be coming to the Austin area to participate 
in Summer Miracles 2009.  For more 
information about how you can help or 
host one of these children, please call 
Stephanie Karasick at 512-415-7082, or 
email stephanie@austinkidsave.org.  

Be a voice for change for children who 
need families. Volunteer to help a child 
this summer!
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 FREE CHECKING  200+ FREE ATMs

WWW.ATFCU.ORG             512.302.5555

14
METRO

LOCATIONS

HOME EQUITY LOANS

5.15%
APR*

5.35%
APR*

5.60%
APR*

10 YEARS

15 YEARS

20 YEARS

BUSINESS LOANS

5.70%
***

5.85%
***

6.10%
***

5 YEARS

10 YEARS

15 YEARS

AUTO LOANS

3.69
4.39

UP TO 
66 MONTHS

72 MONTHS

MONEY MARKET

1.41%
APY
****

1.61
1.81

$25,000 TO 
$74,999

$75,000 TO 
$124,999

*Annual Percentage Rate. All rates are expressed “as low as”. Actual rate may vary depending on 
credit qualifications. **Austin Telco will pay all standard closing costs on Home Equity loans below 
$100k. Additional non-standard fees will be the responsibility of the member. ***Rate applies to 1st 
lien commercial real estate loans with a loan to value of 80% or less; construction/development loan 
rates/terms may be different. No Pre-payment penalty. ****Annual Percentage Yield. Penalties for 
early withdrawal may apply. 1Regular - A minimum deposit of $1000 is required. 2Jumbo - A minimum 
deposit of $95000 is required. All APRs, APYs and terms are subject to change without notice. Please 
call for details. This credit union is federally insured by the National Credit Union Administration.

$125,000 &
ABOVE

%
APY
****
%
APY
****

CERTIFICATE OF DEPOSIT

2.07 %
APY
****

2.17
2.32

6 MONTHS

12 MONTHS

24 MONTHS

%
APY
****
%
APY
****

CERTIFICATE OF DEPOSIT

2.17%
APY
****

2.27
2.42

6 MONTHS

12 MONTHS

24 MONTHS

%
APY
****
%
APY
****

%
APR*

%
APR*

PLUS NO CLOSING COSTS** 20 YEAR AMORTIZATION

NEW OR USED MINIMUM DAILY BALANCE OF $2000 REQUIRED

REGULAR1 JUMBO2

Simply beautiful.Simply beautiful.

It's Dues Renewal Time!
Support HPWBANA with your Membership

It’s important for neighbors to join and stay active in HPWBANA.  A growing membership makes us a 
stronger force with the City of Austin and allows us undertake projects that directly contribute to the quality 
of life in our neighborhood:

Neighborhood Beautification Efforts
Easter Egg Hunt, July 4th Parade and Picnic
Advocates for Neighborhood on City Issues
Strengthen Neighborhood Safety Network

We need your support!  Please renew your membership or become a new member of HPWBANA today.  
Send $�� for a Family membership of $�0 for a Single-Member Household membership (only one adult 
in household) to:
HPWBANA, PO Box 26101, Austin, TX  78755
Name _______________________________  Name of Second Adult ___________________________
Address ____________________________________________________________________________
Home Phone _________________________ Email __________________________________________

Questions about membership?  
Please contact Krista Saeger at 380-9062 or via email at kristasaeger@yahoo.com
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DISCLAIMER: Articles and ads in this newsletter express the opinions of their 
authors and do not necessarily reflect the opinions of Peel, Inc. or its employees. 
Peel, Inc. is not responsible for the accuracy of any facts stated in articles submitted 
by others. The publisher also assumes no responsibility for the advertising content 
with this publication. All warranties and representations made in the advertising 
content are solely that of the advertiser and any such claims regarding its content 
should be taken up with the advertiser.
* The publisher assumes no liability with regard to its advertisers for misprints or 
failure to place advertising in this publication except for the actual cost of such 
advertising.
* Although every effort is taken to avoid mistakes and/or misprints, the publisher 
assumes no responsibility for any errors of information or typographical mistakes, 
except as limited to the cost of advertising as stated above or in the case of 
misinformation, a printed retraction/correction.
* Under no circumstances shall the publisher be held liable for incidental or 
consequential damages, inconvenience, loss of business or services, or any other 
liabilities from failure to publish, or from failure to publish in a timely manner, 
except as limited to liabilities stated above.

At no time will any source be allowed to use the HPWBANA Newsletter 
contents, or loan said contents, to others in anyway, shape or form, nor in 
any media, website, print, film, e-mail, electrostatic copy, fax, or etc. for 
the purpose of solicitation, commercial use, or any use for profit, political 
campaigns, or other self amplification, under penalty of law without written or 
expressed permission from the HPWBANA and Peel, Inc. The information in 
the HPWBANA Newsletter is exclusively for the private use of HPWBANA 
Neighborhood residents only. 

Dishin’ with… 
	 Molly	Fowler

Easy-to-grow herb ~ Mexican Mint Marigold !
Think you don’t have a green thumb? Mexican Mint Marigold (or 
Texas tarragon) is an easy-to-grow, beautiful, and tasty, perennial 
that is perfect for Texas gardens! The gentle anise flavor of the 
leaves and edible yellow flowers delight the eye and the palate. 
Use it as you would tarragon in any of your existing recipes, 
or try it in my Chicken Waldorf Salad. This makes the perfect 
summer salad – enjoy!

Chicken Waldorf Salad with Mexican Mint 
Marigold Dressing

Serves 6

CHICKEN SALAD:
4 (4-oz) Boneless, skinless chicken breasts, 
  cooked and diced 
2 Medium Granny Smith apples, cored and diced 
4  Green onions, sliced, including tops 
½ Cup Dried cranberries or cherries
½ Cup Chopped celery  
½ Cup Chopped pecans

DRESSING:
½ Cup Mayonnaise
½ Cup Sour cream
3 Tbsp Chopped Mexican mint marigold 
  (or 3 Tbsp fresh tarragon or 1 tsp dried)
1 Tbsp Tarragon wine vinegar
2 tsp  Dijon mustard
1 tsp  Beau Monde seasoning (by Spice Island)
Dash  Tabasco
Salt and pepper to taste

 Mix chicken salad ingredients in a bowl; toss gently to 
combine.  In a separate bowl, stir dressing ingredients together.  
Combine dressing with salad, adding enough dressing to bind 
salad. Chill and serve on leaf lettuce. 

Happy May!

Molly, www.thediningdiva.com
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Gardens on Tour
Saturday, May 9.

See five beautiful private and public 
gardens plus the Wildflower Center. 
Wristbands on sale now.   Susan 
Wittig Albert signs her new novel, 
Wormwood, at the store, noon to 3 
p.m.  $25 ticket for all gardens; $6 
for each individual garden. Children 
under five free. 9 a.m. to 5 p.m.

Wildflower Center Gala
Friday, May 1

The Wildflower Center is closed at 
3 p.m. to prepare for the Gala which 
begins at 6:30 p.m.   

National Wildflower Week  Photo 
Exhibit
Tuesday, May 4 through Sunday, May 10

Rick Tolar’s stunning wildflower 

May Events at the Lady Bird Johnson Wildflower Center

portfolio, “Flowers of Observation” 
on display in the Visitors Gallery.  
This is a partnership with Texas 
Highways magazine. 

Memorial Day Sidewalk Sale
Saturday, Sunday and Monday, May 23-25

David Kattes signs the newly released 
Insects of Texas from 11 a.m. to 2 
p.m. Saturday. 

Nature Nights: Hiding In Plain 
Sight: Animal Tracking. 
Friday, May 29

Hit the trails and discover animals that 
live in Central Texas. We will explore 
tracks and scats. $1 admission.  $1 
admission. 6 to 9 p.m.  

Information on all events at www.
wildflower.org

Gardens on Tour

"Your Premier Choice for Eco-friendly Outdoor Solutions"
All inclusive Lawn & Landscape Maintenance
*Austin’s only fleet of propane powered equipment
*Complete mowing services
*Seasonal pruning and trimming
*Quarterly sprinkler system checkups
*Zero tolerance litter program

Sprinkler System Repair
*Timely response
*Ensure efficient operation of your system
*Emergency service available

Sprinkler System Design and Install
*Up to date training in water conservation
*State of the art sprinkler systems

(up to 40% water savings)
*3 year warranty

Landscape Design and Construction
*Professional blueprinted landscape designs
*Landscapes - hardscapes - waterscapes
*Decks - fences - pergolas 
*Outdoor lighting & more

Free system evaluation
&

20% off all 
sprinkler system repairs

Special O
ffer

All new 
maintenance customers

Receive a 
complementary 

  “Green-up” 
with your choice of 
organic or synthetic organic or synthetic 
fertilizer treatment

Special O
ffer

Special O
ffer
Complementary “rain sensor”

with every sprinkler system install
($100.00 value)

Specials apply to new customers who sign up by 12/31/2009

512-284-5212                                                                          512-284-5538www.EcoStarLawns.com

We have a strict 
"No Litter" 

policy!We have a strict 
"No Litter" 

policy!

LI# 0016503
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281-357-8801 
www.hardiplankhouston.com 

“I trusted
Allied Siding & Windows
to do the work on my home 

and you should too.” 

Nolan Ryan 
Baseball Great 

Call Today For A  
Free Estimate 

(Siding & Windows) 

Home -Improvement Specialists since 1988 

$500
Gift Card 

Valid on new business contracted 5/1/09 to 5/31/09. 
Minimum requirements.   

Cannot be combined with any other offer. 

ACROSS
1. Ornament 
4. Sacred poems 
10. Morse code "T" 
11. Cover Girl's competitor 
12. Hubbub 
13. Docket 
14. Searching for metal 
16. Put 
17. Ratify 
18. Year (abbr.) 
20. Kansas 
22. Wager 
26. Tax agency 
29. "__ and World Report" 
31. Harry 
33. Pock 
34. Lush 
35. Whiz 
36. Military attack 
37. Downwind 

DOWN
1. John __ (U.S. President) 
2. Radiuses 
3. Leather strip 
4. Frame 
5. Waterlogged 
6. To be 
7. Glasses part 
8. Fixed 
9. Louvre 
15. Pen stuff 
19. Dashed 
21. Japanese dish 
23. Asian country 
24. Again 
25. Sugar-free brand 
26. Pixies 
27. Rolled chocolate candy brand
28. Mumble 
30. Eye infection 
32. Eastern Time 

Crossword Puzzle

© 2007. Feature Exchange
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Crossword Puzzle

© 2007. Feature Exchange

Crossword Puzzle

*Solution at www.PEELinc.com

May 10th
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Don’t even 

THINK
About Selling Your Home 

UNTIL YOU SPEAK WITH  US ! 

Call for a 

FREE ½ Hour 
Consultation for: 

• Kitchen & Bath Renovations 
• Interior Design 
• Paint & Color Selection 
• Staging Your Home for Sale 

Rebecca Spratlin 
Realtor, GRI, e-Pro 
512.694.2191

Dephanie Cates 
Realtor, CRS, ABR, SRES 

512.970,2627

Coldwell Banker United, Realtors®

9442 N. Capital of Texas Hwy. 
Arboretum Plaza I, Suite 600 
Austin, TX   78759 

Professional and honest, Real Appraisal Relief saved me $1,200!
-Melissa L., Avery Ranch Homeowner

The Property Tax Deadline Is Coming. 

Are You Ready?

www.RealAppraisalRelief.com
Josh@RealAppraisalRelief.com
phone: (512) 771-3367

Josh Bushner, Principal

FREE Consultation   
Call Now:  (512) 771-3367

Josh helped us obtain a fair reduction.  
We recommend his services.

 Joe K.,  Davenport Ranch

“
”

HPWBANA
Birthdays

Send your Birthday 
announcements to 
andreatorres11@

yahoo.com

if you would like to submit YOUR recipe
 email it to articles@peelinc.com.

 

sloppy Joes
Grata Reber’s Cookbook, Yield: 4 to 6 sandwiches

Ingredients 
 1 lb. lean ground beef 2 tsp. Worcestershire sauce
 1 (8 oz.) bottle catsup ½ green pepper, diced
 1 tsp. brown sugar 1 tsp. white vinegar
 ½ tsp. dry mustard ½ tsp. allspice
 1 Tbsp. relish  2 tsp. chili sauce
 1 onion, finely chopped Salt & pepper to taste

Directions
 Brown ground beef in medium skillet, drain excess fat. Add 
remaining ingredients and mix thoroughly. Simmer in skillet 
for 45 minutes. Serve on sandwich rolls or hamburger buns. 
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satisfaction guaranteedfree estimates

water pressure problems
fiber optic drain line inspectionssewer & drain service

Steve Brougher
276-7476

1106 West Koenig Lane

STEVE’S
PLUMBING

REPAIR

Master License: M-11465

COMPLETE LANDSCAPE SERVICE
Yard Maintenance · Tree Trimming · Irrigation · Residential · Commercial

Oliverio Cortes
P: (512) 217-5732
F: (512) 532-6062

Email: cortes.oliverio@gmail.com
20 Years Experience

Insured

Recent Rains a Boom for Wildflowers, 
Especially Hardier, Late Bloomers

Photo by Bruce Leander.  View in the color 
pdf online at www.peelinc.com.

AUSTIN, Texas — Cooler-than-average temperatures and rain 
in recent weeks should help bluebonnet blooms last longer while 
boosting the flowering of late spring bloomers, according to a 
University of Texas at Austin expert at the Lady Bird Johnson 
Wildflower Center.

“The rain has an immediate effect on wildflowers blooming early 
in the season,” said Damon Waitt, the center’s senior botanist. “It 
also helps with the growth of plants such as Indian blanket that 
are preparing for a late spring and summer showcase.”

The rains in Austin and elsewhere have not yet been enough to 
dispel the drought that has plagued Central Texas. But pockets of 
early bloomers such as bluebonnets received enough moisture to 
put on good shows in some traditional strongholds, such as west 
of La Grange along Highway 71 in Fayette County, and northeast 
of there on Highway 105 between Navasota and Montgomery. 
Bluebonnets and Indian paintbrush are also plentiful off Interstate 
45 east of Bristol in Ellis County.

Meanwhile, east of San Antonio, good sightings have been made 
by center staff of Engelmann’s daisy, Texas ragwort, Drummond’s 
phlox and other early spring bloomers along Highway 123 south 
of Seguin and Highway 80 north of Nixon.

Rain lilies have been sparse near San Antonio due to the infrequent 
rains, and pink evening primrose hasn’t had the banner year in some 
places that it did last year. But late spring bloomers look to be luckier. 

As a result of temperatures and other conditions that benefit their 
growing season, the upcoming winners will likely include black-eyed 
Susan, Mexican hat, Indian blanket and plains coreopsis.

Like all other native plants, though, seasonal wildflowers have 
more to overcome than just the drought.

“They’re also being challenged by invasive plant species like turnip 
weed, or bastard cabbage,” Waitt said, noting that he’s spotted large 
infestations of the Mediterranean invader with highlighter-yellow 
flowers along most major roadways in Austin.

“Certain exotic plants are a concern because they displace plants 
that naturally occur in Texas without providing ideal wildlife 
habitat and other benefits of native vegetation.”

Waitt is acting board president for the Texas Invasive Plant and 
Pest Council. His hobbies include knocking the flower heads off 
bastard cabbage whenever he encounters them on quiet stretches 
of roadway. He also oversees the Invaders of Texas Citizen Science 
program and a new program at the Wildflower Center called the 
Eradicators. Managed by staff members Travis Gallo and Carrie 
McDonald, the program teaches volunteers to identify and remove 
invasive plant species in Austin parks in collaboration with the 
Austin Parks and Recreation Department.

To learn more about Eradicators and volunteer opportunities to 
remove invasive plant species, contact Gallo at tgallo@wildflower.
org or 512-232-0116.
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Highland Park West Balcones Area

Attention KIDS: Send Us Your Masterpiece!

HPWBANA

Be sure to include the following
so we can let you know!

Name: __________________________________
              (first name, last initial)
Email Address:  ___________________________
Age:__________
[This information will only be used to notify you
or your parents if your artwork was selected.]

Color the drawing below and mail the finished artwork to us at
Peel, Inc. - Kids Club

311 Ranch Road 620 S,  Suite 200
Lakeway, TX 78734

We will select the top few and post their artwork online at www.PEELinc.com. DUE: May 31st
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