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Volume 3 Issue 5 may 2009

News For the resIdeNts oF steINer raNch

Steiner'S 2009

 eaSter hunt

Once again there was a huge turnout at the annual Steiner Ranch Easter 
Egg Hunt.  The morning was full of events for the little ones including the 

Easter egg hunt,  pictures with the Easter Bunny, Face Painting,
and Petting Zoo!  View more photos on page 24.  

All photos can be viewed in color online at ww.PEELinc.com.
Thank you to the residents who submitted photos!
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EMERGENCY NUMBERS
EMERGENCY................................................................911
Fire....................................................................................... 911
Ambulance........................................................................... 911
Sheriff.–.Non-Emergency.....................................512-974-0845
Travis.County.ESD.No.6/Lake.Travis.Fire.Rescue
. Administration.Office....................................... 512.266.2533

SChoolS
Leander.ISD.........................................................512-434-5000
Cedar.Park.High.School.......................................512-435-8300
Canyon.Ridge.Middle.School..............................512-424-7500
Laura.Welch.Bush.Elementary..............................512-435-4750
Steiner.Ranch.Elementary....................................512-434-7100

UtilitiES
Travis.County.WCID.#.17...................................512-266-1111
City.of.Austin.Electric..........................................512-494-9400
Texas.Gas.Service
. Custom.Service..............................................1-800-700-2443
. Emergencies......................................................512-370-8609
. Call.Before.You.Dig..........................................512-472-2822
AT&T
. New.Service...................................................1-800-464-7928
. Repair............................................................1-800-246-8464
. Billing............................................................1-800-858-7928
Time.Warner.Cable
. Customer.Service..............................................512-485-5555
. Repairs.............................................................512-485-5080
IESI.(Trash.&.Recycle).........................................512-282-3508
Austin/Travis.County.Hazardous.Waste...............512-974-4343

othER NUMBERS
Lake.Travis.Postal.Office.......................................512-263-2458

NEwSlEttER PUBliShER
Peel,.Inc...............................................................512-263-9181
Editor.-.Kelly.Peel...................................... thestar@peelinc.com
Advertising...........................................advertising@peelinc.com

iMPoRtaNt NUMBERS

MiSSioN StatEMENt
The.Star,.For.Steiner.Ranch

. The.mission.of.The.Star.is.to.provide.the.Steiner.Ranch.
community.with.one.source.of.local.news.content.that.is.
provided.by.Steiner.Ranch.residents...Our.goal.is.to.help.build.
Steiner.Ranch.by.connecting.local.businesses.with.residents.
and.residents.with.relevant.neighborhood.information.

"Be the Community."

advERtiSiNG iNfo
. Please.support.the.advertisers.that.make.The.Star.possible..
If.you.are.interested.in.advertising,.please.contact.our.sales.
office. at. 512-263-9181. or. advertising@PEELinc.com..The.
advertising.deadline.is.the.10th.of.the.month.prior.to.the.
issue..

aRtiClE iNfo
. The.Star.is.mailed.monthly.to.all.Steiner.Ranch.residents..
Residents,. community. groups,. churches,. etc.. are.welcome.
to. include. information. about. their. organizations. in. the.
newsletter.. . Personal. news. for. the. Stork. Report,.Teenage.
Job. Seekers,. recipes,. special. celebrations,. and. birthday.
announcements.are.also.welcome.

. To.submit.an.article.for.The.Star.please.email.it.to
thestar@peelinc.com...The.deadline.is.the.9th.of.the.month.
prior.to.the.issue.

urbanPainting
company

Steiner Ranch Resident
15 Yrs. Experience

512-745-0706
Erick Gerdeman

Trusted Member of the
Steiner Ranch BNI Referrals Group

Traditional Interior 
     & Exterior Repainting

Custom Striping
Faux Finishing







Custom 
Interior 

& Exterior 
Painting

I want to thank the 46 families in Steiner Ranch alone that 
chose us to paint at their homes in 2008.  Also thank you for 

your continued support and referrals.  This year is already sizing 
up to be even more successful.  Small to big projects it is a 

pleasure painting for my Steiner Ranch neighbors.

We take great pride in our work - FREE Estimates
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Around Steiner
Steiner Ranch history Corner

Submitted by Rich Keith

What about Volente?
. Volente.is.on.Lake.Travis.and.Farm.Road.2769..
Volente. is. from. the. Latin. word. meaning. "to. be.
willing.".A.post.office.was.established.at.Volente. in.
1886.with.Andrew.J..Stanford.as.postmaster..The.area.

was.partially.submerged.by.Lake.Travis.in.the.1930s,.and.residents.
had.to.relocate.on.higher.ground..In.the.1940s.and.early.1950s.the.
community.was.called.Dodd.City,.for.a.local.realtor.and.restaurant.
owner,.but.later.in.the.1950s.the.name.was.changed.back.to.Volente..
The.community.population.was.estimated.at.250.in.1959.and.at.
400. in.1989..By.1990.Volente.had.a.church,.a.combination.fire.
hall-community.center,.several.businesses,.and.the.Anderson.Mill.
Museum..
Is there a mill at Anderson Mill?
. Anderson. Mill. was. located. on. Cypress. Creek. in. northwestern.
Travis.County..It.was.named.for.Thomas.Anderson,.who.came.to.
Texas.from.Virginia.in.the.late.1850s..In.the.early.1860s.he.built.a.
mill.to.make.gunpowder.for.the.Confederacy..When.the.war.was.
over.he.converted.the.operation.to.a.gristmill..Farmers.came.from.
miles.away.to.have.their.corn.ground,.sometimes.having.to.camp.

near.the.mill.for.several.days.to.wait.their.turn..In.the.early.1870s.
Anderson.added.a.cotton.gin.to.his.operation..A.post.office.opened.
at.Anderson.Mill.in.1876.with.Anderson.as.postmaster..In.1884.the.
community.had.a.population.of.thirty..The.development.of.steam-
powered.mills.and.gins.gradually.forced.Anderson.out.of.business..
After.his.death.in.1894.his.family.sold.the.equipment.and.moved.to.
Austin..A.historical.marker.was.placed.near.the.mill.site.in.1936.
Cedar choppers & deer skinners
. Journalist.Winston.Bode.described.some.of.the.early.settlers.in.the.
Hill.Country.as."a.proud,.independent,.robust.tribe.of.transplanted.
Southerners.who.came.here.to.flat-cut.cedar.and.burn.charcoal.".
Locals.referred.to.them.as."cedar.choppers.”..J..Frank.Dobie.wrote.
that.when.he.came.to.Austin.in.1914,."the.hills.were.populated.by.
cedar.choppers.who.hauled.charcoal.to.town.by.wagons..In.addition.
to.cooking.over.live.coals,.most.ironing.was.done.by.flatirons.heated.
over.charcoal.burners.".Burning.cedar.while.green.avoids.reducing.
the.ash.to.fine.powder.and.produces.a.hard.char..Men.placed.several.
cords.of.cedar.in.a.kiln.or.pit,.covered.it.with.dirt.to.shut.out.air.and.
burned.it.for.two.or.three.days.until.the.coal.was.ready..

512.249.9191
10321 Boulder Lane
www.tutortimecanyoncreek.com

• Infant and toddler 
care

•  Preschool and 
Pre-kindergarten

•  Full and part-time 
programs

•  After school pick-up 
and care

Our exclusive ® ™ curriculum 
nurtures all the ways kids are SMART.

Enro
ll

Today fo
r 

Sum
m

er C
am

p!Call Me First!

Tosca Gruber
∙ Austin Business Journal
  Top Producer
∙ President’s Elite Team
∙ Top Team Westlake Office
∙ Top Team Company Wide

C: (512)789-LAKE • F: (512) 263-5416
sellingaustin@hotmail.com • www.calltosca.com

(Continued on Page 5)
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. The.choppers.also.hauled.large.cypress.logs.
from.the.Pedernales.River.to.a.sawmill.site.
called.Shingle.Hill,.so.named.because.of.the.
many.cedar.shingles.made.there..Hunting.in.
the.early.days.was.more.a.means.of.survival.
than.a.sport..People.hunted.to.put.food.on.
the.table.as.well.as.for.income..The.deer.were.
plentiful.and.hunters.killed.them.for.hams.
and.saddles.and.sold.the.hides.as.buckskin.for.
clothing.and.decoration...Sources:.B..Varner,.
Lakeway,.the.First.25.Years;.V..Smyrl,.The.
Handbook.of.Texas.Online;.E..Seals,.ed.,.A.
Legend.Collection:.Fact. and.Fantasy.. .For.
more.information.contact.Rich.Keith.at.266-
8498.or.email.RKeith@primerica.com.

Congratulations

Graduates!
2009

SR History - (Continued from Page 4)
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Around Steiner
Nominate Your favorite Yard for

the Star Yard of the Month

Congratulations to
The Star

Yard of The Month
for April!

3224 Magenta Sky trail

.. Do.you.know.a.neighbor.who. takes.
excellent. care. of. their. property. or. a.
neighbor.who.has.added.something.new.
to.their.yard?..
. It. could. be. as. simple. as. a. neighbor.
whose.grass.is.green.all.year.round.
. Nominate.them.emailing.the.address.
to.thestar@PEELinc.com...Please.include.
a.photo.if.possible.

Bring in this ad
for a free gift,
no purchase 
necessary,

limit 1 per person

Now OPEN at the Hill Country Galleria
12800 Hill Country Blvd. •  Bee Cave, TX 78738

512-263-1176
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Will Your House Stack 
Up to the Competition?

Call Angie Noeth
THE Steiner Ranch

Realty Sales Specialist
(512) 695-7025

www.agent-angie.com

Inventory is Rising...

805 Lakewood Hills805 Lakewood Hills

3136 Burks Lane3136 Burks Lane

It’s Vegas in Steiner
May 16th 7:00pm to 11:00pm

Town.Square.Community.Center
Cost.is.$25.00.per.person

which.includes.20,000.in.chips.

Drinks.and.appetizers.will.be.severed.

You.can.register.online.here:
http://steinercasinonight.eventbright.com

Must.register.by.May.11th.
Limited.to.the.first.60.registrations.received.

Lakeway Pediatric Associates

-  Friendly, personalized and professional pediatric care.
-  School and camp physicals, sick and well child exams for 

your children from birth through late adolescence.
- Board certified physician.
- Accepting new patients and contracted with most insurances.

Shubha Adeni MD; FAAP
900 RR 620 South, Suite C 201, Lakeway, Texas 78734

Phone: 512 -328-2266 Office Hours: Monday – Friday 9 AM to 5 PM

Come meet the doctor 

for a no charge, no 

obligation visit.

Call 512 -328-2266 to 

schedule an appt.
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Around Steiner

Steiner Ranch 
Family

Steiner Ranch 
Family

Nicholas Morales, a 5th grader, who attends LWBE here in Steiner Ranch, recently 
was hospitalized due to multiple epileptic seizures. While in hospital he suffered a rare 
allergic reaction, was in a coma for nearly a week, and in ICU at Dell Children’s Hospital 
for nearly 3 weeks. The community came together to help the family with their extensive 
medical bills - which will be on-going for some time to come - by donating and taking 
part in a community-wide garage sale on April 18th on the grounds of LWBE. Over 
$2,000 was raised. The school is also doing a coin drive of their own. 
Although Nicholas is now home, the family has a long, hard 
road ahead of them; as Nicholas will need many different 
kinds of therapy in order for him to get through this. 
If you missed the garage sale, but would like to give a 
monetary donation to help this family - who reside 
in our own community and are very much in need 
of our support -  you can send a check made out 
to Richard Morales; c/o Tamara Crooks, 12724 
Appaloosa Chase Drive, Austin 78732. Thank 
you for helping one of our own very special 
families, who is going through an unbelievably 
tough time. 
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Steiner Ranch 
Family
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Around Steiner
Steiner Stars Swim team Schedule

2009 Red Team Swim Schedule
May
15th.-.Red/Blue.Season.Kick-Off.Party.and.

Silent.Auction.from.5-8.p.m.
19th.-.First.day.of.afternoon.practice
27th.-.Popcorn.and.Posters
30th.-.AWAY.Swim.Meet.with.Hurricanes.

at.Hurricanes.Pool
June
..6th.-.HOME. Swim. Meet. with. Forest.

North.Stingrays.at.Bella.Mar.Pool
..9th.-.First.day.of.morning.practice
10th.-.Mini.Golf.at.Daybreak
13th.-	AWAY.Swim.Meet.with.Round.Rock.

Dolphins.at.Round.Rock.Pool
13th.-.Adult.Social.at.Bella.Mar.Overlook.

-.BYOB,.no.glass.please
17th.-.Cookie.Decorating
20th.-.HOME.Swim.Meet.with.Georgetown.

Aquadillos.at.Bella.Mar.Pool
22nd.-.Tubing.in.San.Marcos

27th.-.HOME.Swim.Meet.with.Cedar.Park.
Typhoons.at.Bella.Mar.Pool

29th.-.Round.Rock.Express.Game.-.Swim.
Team.Night

July
..1st.-. Main.Event.Bowling
..4th..-.AWAY.Last.Swim.Meet.with.Anderson.

Mill.Barracudas.at.Anderson.Mill
..8th.-.Alamo. Draft. House. Afternoon.

Movie
11th.-.HOME. Divisionals. at. Bella. Mar.

Pool
12th.-.Invitationals. at. the. UT. Campus.

Pool
13th.-.Red/Blue.End-of-Season.Celebration.

from.5-8.p.m.

2009 Blue Team Swim Schedule
May
15th.-.Red/Blue.Season.Kick-Off.Party.and.

Silent.Auction.from.5-8.p.m.

June
..8th.-.First.day.of.practice
..9th.-.Mini.Golf.at.Day.Break
13th.-.Adult.Social.at.Bella.Mar.Overlook.

-.BYOB,.no.glass.please
16th.-.Time.Trial.Meet
16th.-.Cookie.Decorating
25th.-.Swim.Meet
26th.-.Tubing.in.San.Marcos
29th.-.Round.Rock.Express.Game.-.Swim.

Team.Night
30th.-.Main.Event.Bowling
July
..2nd.-.Swim.Meet
..7th.-.Alamo. Draft. House. Afternoon.

Movie
..9th.-.Swim.Meet
13th.-.Red/Blue.End-of-Season.Celebration.

from.5-8.p.m.

Did you know that
Chiropractic Care is
safe and effective for
many of the aches and 
pains during pregnancy?
We have a team of 
experts in Pre & Post
Natal care to help you
during your pregnancy.
Dr. Andrea Luise-Williams
has been recognized by
the American Pregnancy
Association for her
oustanding care 
of moms-to-be!
Pregnancy is such 
an important time 
to focus on your 
health and well 
being. Let us help 
YOU feel better! 
Call us today for 
more information!

Dr. Andrea Williams & Dr. Aaron Wiliams
Our Family Taking Care Of Your Family!

Located in the Chase Center in Lakeway,
across from Austin Boats & Motors

(512) 402-1881
www.lakewayspine.com

•  United Healthcare
•  Blue Cross Blue Shield
•  Humana
•  PHCS

•  Great West
•  Assurant Health
•  & Many Others...

Accepting Most Medical Insurances Including:

Chiropratic Care, Massage Therapy & Rehabilitation

*Please call for benefit details
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May.3rd.–.Chase.Patrick.Vezina
May.8th.-.Zander.Luza
May.13th.-.Ethan.Luza
May.26th.–.Mark.McNeal.Jr.

Send your Birthday 
announcements to 

thestar@peelinc.com

www.lakewaypetnanny.com

•  Family Owned 
•  References 
•  Insured & Bonded 

Free Consultation 

Big and Small
We Take Care of Them All!

Serving Lakeway, The Hills, Flintrock, Alta Vista, Bee Cave and Steiner Ranch.

Steiner Ranch tennis 
association (SRta)

. Did. you. know. Steiner. Ranch. has. a.Tennis.
Association?..Steiner.Ranch.has.three.sets.of.tennis.
courts...There.are.two.courts.at.the.John.Simpson.
Community.Center,.two.courts.at.the.Bella.Mar.
Community.Center,.and.four.courts.at.the.Towne.
Sqaure.Community.Center.

Courts can be reserved online here:
http://www.reserve.kgbinternet.com/reserve/

login.jsp

Locally Owned and Operated
Visit Our Website:

www.BeatingBugsBetter.com

266-8477
 

 

Ants In Your Plants?

- Free Estimates!

We Specialize in: 

$10.00 OFF 
Any Pest Contol Service

Exp. 05/31/09
New Customers Only

$25.00 OFF 
Any Fire Ant Service

Exp. 05/31/09

-
-
-

Fire Ants                
Scorpions
Spiders

Carpenter Ants
Silverfish
Enclosures

-
-
-

-
-

Roaches
Hornets/Wasps
Rodents-

- Preventative/
Corrective
Termite
Treatments

Ask about our new award-winning
fly control program
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Around Steiner

vandergrift high School

. This.is.truly.an.exciting.and.busy.time.for.
Vandegrift. High. School..We. are. currently.
on.schedule.to.open.our.9th/10th.campus.
at.the.Four.Points.Middle.School.this.fall..
In. an. effort. to. keep. our. future. students.
and. parents. up-to-date,. I. am. providing.
you. with. information. about. some. recent.
developments.in.our.UIL.district.and.new.
staff.announcements.
. UIL	Update:.For.2009-2010,.Vandegrift.
High.School.will.participate.in.all.Varsity,.JV,.
and.freshman.athletics,.with.the.exception.of.
football..The.following.information.details.
the.UIL.districts.for.Vandegrift.by.sport..I.
think. you. will. agree. that. the. competition.
will.be.of.high.quality.and.challenging.for.
our.students..For.more.information,.please.
go.to.the.UIL.Website:http://www.uil.utexas.
edu

District	8AAA	
(Basketball, X-Country, Volleyball, 
Baseball, Softball, Golf, Tennis)
Austin.Vandegrift
Burnet
Leander.Rouse

Soccer	District	TBD
Academic/Spring	Meet-8AAA
Marching	Band-4A

Football:	Sub	varsity	Schedule
North.Forney
. (SCRIMMAGE)
Del.Valle
Boerne
S.A..Hawkins
Stony.Point

	 NEW	 STAFF:. One. of. the. unique. and.
exiting.challenges.of.opening.a.new.school.
is. having. the. opportunity. to. hire. the.
new. teachers,. head-coaches. and. directors.
(band,. theater,. choir,. etc.). for. the. new.
campus..Hiring.excellent.classroom.teachers.
is. always. my. priority,. but. much. of. the.
immediate. student. interest. concerns. the.
extracurricular.programs.that.make.up.such.
a.big.part.of.their.overall.school.experience..
Extracurricular. courses. play. a. vital. role. in.
making.school.relevant.to.students,.and.it.is.
important.that.we.find.the.right.people.for.
these.positions..LISD.has. a. reputation. for.
academic.excellence.and.a.strong.history.of.
supporting.athletics.and.fine.arts..By.starting.
early,. we. have. been. able. to. recruit. a. truly.
world-class.staff.for.Vandegrift..
. When.we.hire.a.head-coach.or.program.
director,.we.will.provide.you.with.information.
concerning.a.future.opportunity.to.meet.with.
the.new.coach/director.to.discuss.their.vision.
for.the.program..Typically,.the.new.coach.will.

Liberty.Hill
Llano

District	26AAAA	
(for Swimming and Diving Only)
Austin.Crockett
Austin.Eastside
. Memorial
Austin.Johnson

Austin.McCallum
Austin.Vandegrift
Dripping.Springs
Leander.Rouse

District	26 (Wrestling Only)
Austin.Vandegrift
Austin.Westlake
Cedar.Park
Cedar.Park.Vista.Ridge
Georgetown.+
Leander

Leander.Rouse
Pflugerville
Pflugerville.Connally
Pflugerville
Hendrickson

Anderson
Rouse*.
Hutto
Lake.Travis
Rouse

Viper	Football-Freshman
Opponents:
North.Forney
. (SCRIMMAGE)
Del.Valle
Boerne

Lago.Vista
Stony.Point
Rouse
Crockett
Rouse

meet.with.the.players.during.the.day.at.their.
home.campus,.and.follow.up.with.a.parent.
meet-and-greet. that. evening..Even. though.
many.of.these.coaches.won’t.officially.start.
working.until.July,.there.are.many.important.
decisions. that. need. to. be. made.. Summer.
camps,. uniforms,. schedules,. off-season.
training,. tryouts,. and. establishing. booster.
organizations.are.all.examples.of.details.that.
need.to.be.considered.before.the.end.of.the.
year....
. Where. possible,. I. have. provided. the.
individual. information. concerning. our.
new. staff.. In. some. cases,. we. need. to. wait.
to. release. this. information.until. the.coach.
is.officially.hired,.or.until.they.finish.their.
current. season. and. have. an. opportunity.
to. talk. to. their.players..Over. the.next. few.
months,.additional.teachers.and.coaches.will.
be.added,.and.we.will.share.this.information.
with.you.as.it.become.available.
. For.now,.it.is.my.pleasure.to.introduce.the.
following.new.Vandegrift.staff.members:
GREG	COOPER:	Head	wrestling	coach/	
Football	Offensive	Coordinator
. Greg. Cooper. was. hired. in. a. dual. role.
in.Thursday’s. Board. meeting. as. the. Head.
Wrestling.Coach.and.Offensive.Coordinator.
for.the.Vandegrift.Vipers..Previous.to.being.
hired.in.LISD,.Greg.was.the.Head.Wrestling.
Coach. for. Austin.Travis.. He. resurrected. a.
nearly. non-existent. program. taking. them.
from.next. to. last. in.district. to.District.28.
Runner-up.for.2007.and.2008,.losing.only.
to.Austin.Bowie..During.those.two.years,.he.
also.qualified.17.wrestlers.for.the.Regional.
Wrestling.Meet.held. in.San.Antonio,.TX..
Greg. also.was. an. avid.wrestler. as. a. young.
athlete.in.Michigan.City,.Indiana.from.the.
6th-12th.grade.

Dear Viper Students and Parents,

(Continued on Page 14)
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Joe Gillum
Cabinet Specialist

414 Hernandos Loop • Leander, TX 78641 • (512) 228-2124 • www.joegillum.net

J
(512) 228 - 2124

The Exclusive Independent Contractor 
for Austin Woodworks and Burrows Cabinets

Specializing in Custom Built-ins for your Entertainment Centers, 
Offices, Wet Bars, Bookcases and MORE!
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Around Steiner

. As. a. 23. year. veteran.of. coaching,.Greg.has. been.part. of.many.
championship.teams.including.the.AAAAA.Football.State.Finalist.in.
2001.and.Quarterfinalist.in.2004..Also.in.the.track.arena.has.coached.
a.State.Champion.200M.runner.and.many.State.qualifiers...Greg.was.
also.awarded.the.C.T.F.C.A..Offensive.Asst..Coach.of.the.Year.in.2007.
for.his.offense.at.Travis.High.School..His.offense.set.several.school.
records.and.averaged.31.points.per.game..He.has.also.coached.two.
2,000.yard.rushers.in.his.career..Greg.is.married.to.Norma.Cooper.
and.has.one.daughter,.Dakota.
TRENT	GREGORY:	Football	Asst/	Head	Boy’s	Track
. Coach.Gregory.will.be.joined.by.his.wife.Juliana,.who.has.been.
teaching.for.eighteen.years.and.is.currently.teaching.sixth.grade.math.
at.Eisenhower.Intermediate.School.in.Mansfield.ISD....Their.son.
Garrison.is.currently.a.freshman.at.Timberview.HS.and.participates.
in.football.and.baseball.and.daughter,.Madison.recently.got.married.
and.lives.in.the.Houston.area...
. 2007-present. :. Offensive. Coordinator. and. quarterbacks. coach.
at.Timberview. H.S.. (Mansfield. ISD)..Team. advanced. to. the. 5-A.
Regional.Quarter.Finals.in.2007.and.4-A.Area.round.of.the.playoffs.
in. 2008.Assistant. track. coach. on. team. that. won. 5-A. District.
Championship.in.2007,.and.advanced.twenty.athletes.to.the.Regional.
meet.

.. 1996-2007. :. Head. Football. Coach. /. Athletic. Coordinator. at.
Anderson. H.S..Team. advanced. to. the. State. football. playoffs. in.
2000,2002. and. 2003.. . At. Anderson,. they. won. the. first. District.
Championship.in.the.history.of.the.school.in.2003..Anderson.was.
the.recipient.of.A.I.S.D.."All.Sports.Award".for.six.years.
. 1994-1996.:.Offensive.Coordinator.and.Offensive.line.coach.at.
Anderson.H.S..Assistant.track.coach.at.Anderson.H.S.
. 1992-1995.:.Assistant.football.coach.(offensive.line.&.defensive.
ends).at.Bartlett.H.S..Teams.advanced.to.Bi-District.in.1994,.to.the.
Quarter.Finals.in.1993,.and.won.the.State.Championship.in.1992.
with.a.record.of.14-0-1..Coached.three.All-State.players.at.Bartlett.
. 1985-1992.:.Assistant.football.coach.at.Leander.H.S..and.Leander.
M.S..Varsity.football.assistant.coach.and.kicking.game.coordinator.
. As. a. college. athlete. at.Texas. State,. his. team. won. the. National.
Championship.
KEITH	PIERCE:	Head	Cross	Country/	Head	Girls’	Track
. Keith.Pierce.comes.to.us.from.Krum.High.School.where.he.began.
his.coaching.career.in.the.Fall.of.2003..In.his.time.at.Krum,.Coach.
Pierce. served. as. both. an. assistant. and. head. cross. country. coach,.
the.head.boys.track.&.field.coach,.and.assistant.basketball.coach..
Coach.Pierce.helped.lead.the.Bobcats.to.the.2003.Class.2A.Cross.
Country.State.Championship.and.the.bronze.medal. in.2004.and.
2005..In.2008,.he.led.the.team.to.a.district.championship.and.4th.

"Your Premier Choice for Eco-friendly Outdoor Solutions"
All inclusive Lawn & Landscape Maintenance
*Austin’s only fleet of propane powered equipment
*Complete mowing services
*Seasonal pruning and trimming
*Quarterly sprinkler system checkups
*Zero tolerance litter program

Sprinkler System Repair
*Timely response
*Ensure efficient operation of your system
*Emergency service available

Sprinkler System Design and Install
*Up to date training in water conservation
*State of the art sprinkler systems

(up to 40% water savings)
*3 year warranty

Landscape Design and Construction
*Professional blueprinted landscape designs
*Landscapes - hardscapes - waterscapes
*Decks - fences - pergolas 
*Outdoor lighting & more

Free system evaluation
&

20% off all 
sprinkler system repairs

Special O
ffer

All new 
maintenance customers

Receive a 
complementary 

  “Green-up” 
with your choice of 
organic or synthetic organic or synthetic 
fertilizer treatment

Special O
ffer

Special O
ffer
Complementary “rain sensor”

with every sprinkler system install
($100.00 value)

Specials apply to new customers who sign up by 12/31/2009

512-284-5212                                                                          512-284-5538www.EcoStarLawns.com

We have a strict 
"No Litter" 

policy!We have a strict 
"No Litter" 

policy!

LI# 0016503
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place.regional.finish.as.the.team’s.head.coach..Under.his.leadership,.
the.Boys.Track.&.Field.team.has.produced.two.state.qualifiers.and.
multiple.regional.qualifiers..
. Coach.Pierce.is.a.graduate.of.Rice.University.where.he.was.a.four.
year.letter.winner.for.the.Rice.Owls’.cross.country.and.track.teams..As.
an.Owl,.he.was.a.member.of.the.1999.and.2001.WAC.Championship.
cross.country.teams..He.was.a.cross.country.team.captain.and.1st.team.
all-conference.in.2001..On.the.track,.Pierce.was.a.two-time.indoor.
NCAA.provisional.qualifier.in.the.Distance.Medley.Relay..In.2003,.
Pierce.was.honored.with.Rice.University’s.Emmet.Brunson.Award.
for.Excellence.in.Track.
. Pierce.has.continued.his.competitive.running.on.the.road..He.is.
the.only.runner.to.have.won.three.consecutive.Fort.Worth.Cowtown.
Marathons,.taking.1st.place.honors.in.2007,.2008,.and.2009..He.
finished.36th.at.the.2006.Boston.Marathon,.which.boasts.a.field.of.
over.22,000.runners..Coach.Pierce.has.aspirations.of.qualifying.for.
the.2012.Olympic.Marathon.Trials.
. Keith.graduated.from.Childress.High.School.where.he.was.class.
Valedictorian.and.the.1998.Class.3A.State.Champion. in. the.800.
meter.dash..Keith.is.married.to.Stephanie,.a.kindergarten.teacher..
Keith.and.Stephanie.are.very.excited.about.the.opportunity.to.be.
Vandegrift.Vipers!
CLIFF	ELLIS:	Head	Boys’	Basketball
. Coach.Cliff.Ellis.was.born.and.raised.in.Plano,.TX.and.graduated.
from.Plano.East.Senior.High.School.where.he.played.basketball.and.
baseball..Coach.Ellis.graduated.from.Texas.A&M.University.in.2000.
and.completed.his.Master’s. from.Texas.State. in.2008..As.an.asst..

coach,.his.teams.have.qualified.for.the.post-season.every.season.and.
this.past.season.as.1st.Asst..at.Lake.Travis,.qualified.for.the.Regional.
Finals..Coach.Ellis.has.also.coached.golf,.cross.country,.football.and.
has. several.athletes.qualify. for. the.post-season.. In.2007,.Ellis.was.
honored.as. the.Texas.Association.of.Basketball.Coaches’.Assistant.
Coach.of.the.Year..He.has.also.assisted.in.several.Basketball.All-Star.
games..Currently.living.in.the.Four.Points.area,.Cliff.is.married.to.
Alisa.Ellis.and.they.are.expecting.their.first.child.in.October.
LARRY	CZESZEWSKI:	Head	Baseball
. Larry.Czeszewski.comes.to.Vandegrift.with.a.wealth.of.baseball.
knowledge.and.experience..He.has.been.the.Head.Baseball.Coach.
at.Pleasanton,.S.A..Churchill,.S.A..Holmes,. and.S.A..Taft.. In.his.
head.coaching.career.he.has.won.over.360.games.and.has.coached.
numerous.college.athletes..Larry.has.had.several.teams.qualify.for.the.
post-season.and.has.won.many.coaching.awards..He.is.two-time.S.A..
Express.Baseball.Coach.of.the.Year..During.his.time.in.Northside.
I.S.D..in.San.Antonio,.only.three.teams.in.the.storied.history.of.the.
league.have.gone.undefeated.in.district.play,.Coach.Czeszewski.has.
coached.two.of.those.teams..He.brings.a.wealth.of.knowledge.and.
winning.experience.to.Vandegrift.High.School..He.has.also.been.a.
football.assistant.his.entire.career.with.his.football.teams.qualifying.
for.the.post-season.14.times..He.has.a.25.year.old.daughter,.Jennifer,.
who.graduated.from.Taft.High.School.
Please join me in welcoming our new staff to our community!

Austin’s Only Children’s Clothing Store!

6507 Jester Blvd • Suite 505 A • Austin, Tx 78750

New summer 2009 Keedo shipment just in
PLUS Sale on select spring 2009 Keedo!

NEW
SUMMER

ARRIVALS

 FREE CHECKING  200+ FREE ATMs

WWW.ATFCU.ORG             512.302.5555

14
METRO

LOCATIONS

HOME EQUITY LOANS

5.15%
APR*

5.35%
APR*

5.60%
APR*

10 YEARS

15 YEARS

20 YEARS

BUSINESS LOANS

5.70%
***

5.85%
***

6.10%
***

5 YEARS

10 YEARS

15 YEARS

AUTO LOANS

3.69
4.39

UP TO 
66 MONTHS

72 MONTHS

MONEY MARKET

1.41%
APY
****

1.61
1.81

$25,000 TO 
$74,999

$75,000 TO 
$124,999

*Annual Percentage Rate. All rates are expressed “as low as”. Actual rate may vary depending on 
credit qualifications. **Austin Telco will pay all standard closing costs on Home Equity loans below 
$100k. Additional non-standard fees will be the responsibility of the member. ***Rate applies to 1st 
lien commercial real estate loans with a loan to value of 80% or less; construction/development loan 
rates/terms may be different. No Pre-payment penalty. ****Annual Percentage Yield. Penalties for 
early withdrawal may apply. 1Regular - A minimum deposit of $1000 is required. 2Jumbo - A minimum 
deposit of $95000 is required. All APRs, APYs and terms are subject to change without notice. Please 
call for details. This credit union is federally insured by the National Credit Union Administration.

$125,000 &
ABOVE

%
APY
****
%
APY
****

CERTIFICATE OF DEPOSIT

2.07 %
APY
****

2.17
2.32

6 MONTHS

12 MONTHS

24 MONTHS

%
APY
****
%
APY
****

CERTIFICATE OF DEPOSIT

2.17%
APY
****

2.27
2.42

6 MONTHS

12 MONTHS

24 MONTHS

%
APY
****
%
APY
****

%
APR*

%
APR*

PLUS NO CLOSING COSTS** 20 YEAR AMORTIZATION

NEW OR USED MINIMUM DAILY BALANCE OF $2000 REQUIRED

REGULAR1 JUMBO2
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Around Steiner
lEaNdER iSd

leander iSd 2009-2010 School Year Registration
. Leander.ISD’s.Pre-Kindergarten.registration.for.the.2009.-.2010.
school.year.will.be.held.on.Wednesday,.May.6,.2009,. from.7:30.
a.m..-.11:00.a.m..and.1:00.p.m..-.6:30.p.m..at.all.LISD.elementary.
campuses.. Students. zoned. to. attend. the. new. Ronald. Reagan.
Elementary. (#22). will. register. at. CoxElementary,. while. students.
slated.for.the.new.River.Ridge.Elementary.(#23).should.register.at.
Laura.Bush.Elementary.
To.be.eligible.for.the.half-day.Pre-K.program.children.must:.

Be.4.years.of.age.on.or.before.September.1,.2009;...AND
Be.a.resident.of.Leander.Independent.School.District;...AND
Meet.immunization.requirements;....AND
Meet.at.least.one.of.the.following.conditions:
Child. is. unable. to. speak. and. comprehend. the. English.
language;.OR
Child.is.homeless;.....OR
Child.has.a.parent.or.official.guardian.who.is.an.active.duty.
member.of.the.armed.forces.of.the.United.States,.including.the.
state.military.forces.or.a.reserve.component.of.the.armed.forces,.
who.is.ordered.to.active.duty.by.proper.authority;.....OR.
Child.has.a.parent.or.official.guardian.who.is.a.member.of.the.
armed.forces.of.the.United.States,.including.the.state.military.
forces.or.a. reserve.component.of. the.armed. forces,.who.was.
injured.or.killed.while.serving.on.active.duty;.....OR
Child.has.ever.been.in.foster.care;.....OR
Child.is.eligible.to.participate.in.the.national.free.or.reduced-
price.lunch.program.due.to.limited.family.income..
NOTE:.Due. to. federal. guidelines,. income. status. must. by.
verified.on.or.after.June.24,.2009..Until.that.time,.a.space.will.
be.reserved.for.the.child..

1.
2.
3.
4.
•

•
•

•

•
•

•

. Transportation.is.provided.for.the.Pre-K.program.in.accordance.
with.district.guidelines.
. Parent s . wi sh ing . to . reg i s t e r . the i r . ch i ld . for . Pre -K.
must. bring. the. child’s. birth. certificate,. social. security. card,.
immunization. records,. a. photo. ID. of. parent/guardian,. and.
proof. of. residency,. (i.e.. an. electric. bill,. water. bill,. etc...)..
. Please.note:.Pre-K.registration.is.ongoing.in.Leander.ISD..If.you.
are.unable.to.make.the.above.date,.please.register.your.student(s).at.
your.earliest.convenience.prior.to.August.1.
LISD	Kindergarten	Registration
. Leander.ISD’s.Kindergarten.registration.for.the.2009.-.2010.school.
year.will.be.held.on.Wednesday,.May.6,.2009,.from.7:30.a.m..-.11:00.
a.m..and.1:00.p.m..-.6:30.p.m..at.all.LISD.elementary.campuses..
Students.zoned.to.attend.the.new.Ronald.Reagan.Elementary.(#22).
will.register.at.CoxElementary,.while.students.slated.for.the.new.River.
Ridge.Elementary.(#23).should.register.at.Laura.Bush.Elementary.
To.be.eligible.for.Kindergarten.children.must:.
1.......Be.5.years.of.age.on.or.before.September.1,.2009;.AND
2.......Be.a.resident.of.Leander.Independent.School.District;.AND
3.......Meet.immunization.requirements.
. Parents. wishing. to. register. their. child. for. Kindergarten. must.
bring.the.child’s.birth.certificate,.social.security.card,.immunization.
records,.a.photo.ID.of.parent/guardian,.and.proof.of.residency,.(i.e..
an.electric.bill,.water.bill,.etc..).
. Please.note:.Kindergarten.registration.is.ongoing.in.Leander.ISD..If.
you.are.unable.to.make.the.above.date,.please.register.your.student(s).
at.your.earliest.convenience.prior.to.the.June.1.

249 Flat Fee MLS
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leander iSd Camps
. STEM.Camp.is.a.cutting-edge.program.addressing.the.interest.
and.energy.of.middle.school.students,.while.incorporating.national.
standards.in.math,.science.and.technology..The.program.is.activity.
oriented.to.show.students.how.technology.is.used.in.engineering.to.
solve.everyday.problems..
. Cartoon.Camp.is.a.cutting-edge.program.addressing.the.interest.
and.energy.of.middle.school.students,.while.incorporating.national.
standards.in.digital.technology..The.program.is.activity.oriented.to.
show.students.how.digital.technology.is.used.in.their.home,.school.
and.community.
Who:.Current. 6th. &. 7th. Graders. (Entering. 7th. and. 8th. next.
year)
Where:...Vista.Ridge.High.School
..............200.S..Vista.Ridge.Blvd,
. . Cedar.Park,.TX.78613
When:. June.15-19,.2009
. . 9:00.am.3:30.PM,.Monday.–.Thursday
. . 9:00.am.12:00.PM,.Friday
Cost:. $150.Registration.must.be.received.by.June.1st..
. Young.Writer’s. Camp. is. a. safe,. encouraging,. and. fun. summer.
program.where.young.writers.work.on.strategies.to.stretch.themselves.
and.their.craft..Camp.instructors.will.provide.small.group.instruction.

and. one-on-one. conferring. to. take. writers. where. they. are. and.
build.skills.relevant.to.their.writing.proficiency.in.and.outside.of.
school..This.camp.is.designed.for.writers.of.ALL.abilities!.
Who:. Current.5th.graders.(entering.6th.grade.09/10)
. . through.current.8th.graders.(entering.9th.grade.09/10)
Where:. Vista.Ridge.High.School
..............200.S..Vista.Ridge.Blvd.
..............Cedar.Park,.TX.78613
When:. Monday,.June.22,.2009.-.Friday,.June.26,.2009
. . 8:00.AM-.12:30.PM
Cost:. $80.00.Registration.must.be.received.by.June.1st,.2009
.. . Includes.transportation.and.materials
. Registration. is. online. this. year!.Go. to. www.leanderisd.org.
and. under. Quick. Links,. click. on. “Summer. School. and. Camp.
Registration”,.then.click.“Register.for.Summer.School”,.then.click.
“Summer.Registration”..The.camp.is.listed.under.“Other.Summer.
Academic. Camps”....You. may. pay. with. your. credit. card. at. this.
site..We. will. also. accept. cash. and. money. orders. at. the. district.
administration.building..NO.CHECKS.ACCEPTED.
. To. view. the.flyers. for. each.of. these. camps,. please. go. to.www.
leanderisd.org. and. under. Quick. Links,. click. on. “Community.
Flyers”..The.flyers.will.be.listed.under.Summer.Programs/Camps.

Mother’s Day Out

Now Enrolling – Fall 2009
Summit Christian Academy 

Mother’s Day Out
Children ages 2 - 4

Tuesday & Thursday
9:30am - 1:30pm

Limited Space
www.summiteagles.org
“Academics” tab / MDO

  Located at St. Luke’s on the Lake
(across from Steiner Ranch on 620 N)

Innovation has always been a cornerstone of our company. Great pride is 
taken in our efforts to always be on the leading edge of technology while 
providing only the highest quality products and service at an affordable 
price. Our list of current services includes but is not limited to:  

Owned and Operated by Steiner Ranch Residents

Experience the theater
in your own home!

We make technology simple for you!

      
            


                   

Home Automation • Home Theater • Media Rooms • Computer Networking 
Security Systems • Plasma/LCD Displays • Telephone Systems

877-488-4897



��     The Star - May 2009 Copyright © 2009 Peel, Inc.

Around Steiner
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Uil Concert/Sight-Reading 
Competition

Middle	School	Bands
. Leander.ISD’s.six.middle.school.varsity.bands.competed.in.UIL.
Concert/Sight-Reading.Competition.in.Georgetown.in.April,.and.all.
six.brought.home.first.division.ratings!.Running.Brushy.MS.earned.
a.first.division. (Superior). rating. in.Sight-Reading,.while.Canyon.
Ridge.MS,.Cedar.Park.MS,.Henry.MS,.Leander.MS,.and.Wiley.MS.
earned.first.division.ratings.in.both.Concert.and.Sight-Reading.and.
received.a.Sweepstakes.trophy!.Congratulations.to.these.outstanding.
students.and.their.fine.directors:
•. Canyon.Ridge.MS.-.Amy.Allison
•. Cedar.Park.MS.-.Manuel.San.Luis
•. Henry.MS.-.Robert.Herrings
•. Leander.MS.-.Cathy.Teltschik
•. Running.Brushy.MS.-.Ed.Pagliai
•. Wiley.MS.-.Garland.Chiasson
High	School	Bands
. Students.from.all.four.Leander.ISD.high.schools.participated.in.
UIL.High.School.non-varsity.Band.Concert/Sight-Reading.Contest.
last.week.in.Georgetown,.including.the.first.ever.UIL.performance.
by.the.Rouse.Raider.Band!
. The.Rouse.Band,.competing.as.a.non-varsity.band.due.to.the.recent.
opening.of.the.school,.missed.a.Sweepstakes.rating.by.one.Concert.
judge.and.earned.a.First.Division.(Superior).Rating.in.Sight-Reading..
This.is.a.terrific.showing.for.this.hard-working.group.of.students.
and.their.directors,.Lee.Crochet.and.Art.Jimenez.
. Six. non-varsity. bands. from. Cedar. Park. HS,. Leander. HS,. and.
Vista. Ridge. HS. also. participated. in. the. competition,. and. in. an.
unprecedented. achievement,. all. six. bands. earned. First. Division.
Ratings.from.all.six.judges!.This.is.an.outstanding.accomplishment.
and.is.representative.of.the.hard.work.put.forth.by.the.students.and.
directors.. Congratulations. to. these. outstanding. bands. and. their.
directors!
•. Cedar.Park.HS.Cadet.Band.-.Bob.Chreste.and.Steve.Wessels
•. Cedar.Park.HS.Concert.Band.-.Bob.Chreste
•. Cedar.Park.HS.Symphonic.Band.-.Jeremy.Spicer
•. Leander.HS.Concert.Band.-.Robert.Selaiden
•. Leander.HS.Symphonic.Band.-.Laura.Cross
•. Vista.Ridge.HS.Symphonic.Band.-.Kyle.Ruschhaupt.and.Andrew.
Straight
High	School	Choirs
. Students.from.all.six.Leander.ISD.middle.schools.participated.in.
the.UIL.Middle.School.Choir.Concert/Sight-Reading.Competition.
last.week.in.Georgetown..Of.the.23.middle.schools.that.sent.choirs,.
only.5. schools.had.Sweepstakes.winning. choirs. -. 3.of.which. are.
Leander.ISD.choirs!.Congratulations.to.these.outstanding.students.
and.their.directors:

Professional Lawn Care & Landscaping 
You Can Trust!

  Austin Detailers --part of the Better Business Bureau 
since 2003, with an A+ rating! When you hire our 
professional lawn care team, you’ll be assigned your 
own personal lawn care account manager; someone 
dedicated to your neighborhood; someone you’ll 
know on a first-name basis; and someone you can 
trust to take care of your lawncare and landscaping 
needs, 100% guaranteed.

  We’re a year round professional landscape 
management company, not just a “lawn service” 
or part time “lawn guy.” We offer a full range of 
lawncare and landscape management services, 
and we deliver with integrity and competence. We 
proactively manage your lawn, landscape, and 
sprinkler system so you can avoid unsightly or 
expensive problems down the road. 

Spring Specials:

Aerate your lawn only $99! Last chance to aerate 
your lawn this spring and save even more money. 
Ask about our “2-for-1 Neighbor Special” and get 
your lawn aerated for only $49, and your neighbors 
for only $50! Special ends May 30, 2009. 
Spring sprinkler inspection and reprogramming 
for only $29 (with advice on how to decrease your 
water bill).

•

•

Austin Detailers
A Lawn and Landscape 
Management Company

“We’re Ready For Your Phone Call”

(512) 263-9183
www.AustinDetailers.com David Hunsaker, 

Owner

You’re just one phone call away from a 
beautiful lawn and carefree weekends. 

Guaranteed!
Try our lawn care & landscape services for one 
month. --- If you’re not absolutely delighted with 
the results, we’ll refund 100% of your money.

(Continued on Page 19)
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Notice to leander i.S.d.
Parents & Students

Examination for Acceleration, Grades 1-12
. Examination. for. Acceleration. allows. students,. who. without. direct. instruction. have.
already.mastered.all.content.and.skills.in.a.particular.grade.level.or.course,.to.advance.to.
the.next.level.or.course..These.exams.are.available.at.no.cost.to.eligible.students.who.test.
during.the.district’s.testing.periods..
. Students. are. expected. to. complete. each. exam. they. have. registered. for..Families. are.
requested.to.plan.accordingly.during.the.summer.to.ensure.students.complete.each.exam..
Note:.The.District.does.not.receive.reimbursement.for.tests.not.taken..
.2009 testing dates are as follows:

Testing Period Testing Dates Time Application
Due Date

I
 June 9-11, 2009 8:30 am – 3:30 pm April 17, 2009

II
 July 7-9, 2009 8:30 am – 3:30 pm June 1, 2009

.. Students.will.complete.an.application.form.and.take.a.designated.criterion.referenced.test.
which.covers.the.Texas.Essential.Knowledge.and.Skills.and.major.learning.for.the.course.
for.which.they.wish.credit..For.all.of.its.Examination.for.Acceleration,.the.district.uses.tests.
developed.by.the.University.of.Texas.Extension,.Instruction,.and.Materials.Center..Students.
should.contact.the.campus.counselor.for.applications.and.additional.information.

•. Canyon.Ridge.MS.Varsity.Treble.Chorus.
-.Courtney.Riskind
•. Cedar. Park. MS. Varsity.Treble. Chorus.
-.Monica.Huber
•. Cedar.Park.MS.non-Varsity.Treble.Chorus.
-.Monica.Huber.and.Rachelle.Elliott
•. Wiley.MS.Varsity.Treble.Chorus.-.Rebecca.
Azard
In. addition,. three. other. Leander. ISD. MS.
choirs. received. a. First. Division. (Superior).
Rating.in.one.of.the.two.events:
•. Henry. MS. non-Varsity.Treble. Chorus.
-.Michelle.Hank.(Sight-Reading)
•. Henry. MS. Varsity. Treble. Chorus. -.
Michelle.Hank.(Sight-Reading)
•. Wiley.MS.non-Varsity.Tenor/Bass.Chorus.
-.Rebecca.Azard.(Concert)

relax in the Texas hill country

 

Happy Hour 
Every Day!

Extensive Patio & Bar Menu
Special drink prices

& featured appetizers!
4-7PM, 9-Close Everyday!

5424 Steiner Ranch Blvd. 381-0800
STEINERSTEAKHOUSE.COM

UIL - (Continued from Page 18)
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SPEEDING IN STEINER RANCH
PARKING ON THE STREET

. Most. homeowners. have. some. space. in. their. garage. reserved. for. storage. –. in.
some.cases.most.of.the.garage,.thereby.not.leaving.enough.room.for.their.vehicles...
Consequently,.many.owners.park.their.vehicles.on.the.street.making.it.difficult.for.
others.to.pass.and.creating.hazardous.conditions.for.the.children.
. Although.we’re.all.anxious.to.get.home.to.be.with.our.families,.speeding.and.
reckless.driving.is.against.the.law.and.endangers.everyone..Steiner.Ranch.is.a.family.
oriented.community.with.many.children;.for.that.reason.before.you.speed.or.park.
on.the.street,.please.consider.their.well-being..Also,.children.playing.in.the.street.
can.unknowingly.create.a.dangerous.situation,.especially.on.heavily.traveled.streets;.
the.driver.may.not.see.the.child,.especially.in.the.evening.or.after.dark.
. We.all.know.that.children.have.a.tendency.to.move.about.impulsively.and.may.
inadvertently.run.into.the.street...Please.don’t.let.a.tragedy.happen.before.parking.
your.vehicle.off.the.street.or.obeying.the.speed.limit.. .For.the.benefit.of.all.the.
residents.and.children,.and.the.overall.appearance.of.your.neighborhood,.please.do.
not.park.on.the.street...Make.accommodations.in.your.garage.or.driveway.for.your.
vehicles.and.keep.your.streets.clear.and.safe.for.all.and.please,.DO.NOT.SPEED.
IN.STEINER.RANCH.

Children are our greatest treasures, 
and we’re creating a threat
to their safety by parking 

on the streets and by speeding 
through Steiner Ranch.
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. Burglaries.of.Vehicles-..Most.Burglary.of.vehicles.occur.between.
the.hours.of.midnight.and.4:00am...You.can.help.prevent.this.crime.
by.locking.your.vehicles.and.removing.your.personal.items.from.your.
vehicle...Suspects.often.use.a.flashlight.to.look.in.your.vehicle.before.
committing.the.crime...If.they.don’t.find.what.they.are.looking.for.
they.will.most.likely.move.on...Always.report.suspicious.activity.to.
your. local.Law.Enforcement.Agency.by.dialing.911.or.our.non-
emergency.number.512-974-0845..

travis County Sheriff ’s
Crime Prevention Reminder

www.TrevAthlete.com

512-266-0432

•  Train Where You Live!
•  Beginners, Elites and Youth
•  Private, Group and Online
•  USA Triathlon Certified
•  USA Cycling Certified

Train Smart… Race Fast!!!

Your Steiner Ranch Triathlon Coaching Firm

Women’s & Kid’s 
Tri Camps

512-263-9181
www.PEELinc.com

Peel, Inc.
Printing & Publishing

Avery Ranch
Barton Creek
Barton Hills

Belterra
Canyon Creek

Cherry Creek on Brodie Ln. 
Circle C Ranch

Courtyard
Davenport Ranch

Forest Creek
Granada Hills
Heatherwilde

Highland Park West Balcones
Hidden Glen
Jester Estates
Jester Farms
Lake Pointe
Lakewood

Laurel Oaks NA
Legend Oaks II
Long Canyon
Lost Creek

Meadows of Brushy Creek
Pemberton Heights

Ranch at Brushy Creek
River Place

Sendera
Shady Hollow

Sonoma
South Lamar NA

Steiner Ranch
Stone Canyon

The Hills of Lakeway
Travis Country West

Twin Creeks
Villages of Westen Oaks

Westcreek
Westminster Glen

Wood Glen

advertising@PEELinc.com

SUPERIOR PAINTING
& WOOD ROT REPAIR

PromPt - reliable - affordable - Since 1993

int./ext. Painting - Siding rePlacement

door/window inStallation - trim carPentry

extenSive referenceS - free eStimateS

SatiSfaction guaranteed

SuPeriorPainting@centurytel.net

512-426-8997
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Naturewatch

by Jim and Lynne Weber
The.Lure.&.Lore.of.Lizards

Various. beliefs,. myths,. and. legends. have. been. inspired. by. the.
behavioral. patterns. of. lizards.. . In. ancient. Egypt. and. Greece. the.
lizard. represented. divine. wisdom. and. good. fortune,. in. Roman.
mythology. their. hibernation. symbolized. death. and. resurrection,.
and.in.Australia.the.aboriginal.believed.that.the.sky.would.fall.if.you.
killed.one...Today,.these.ideas.largely.do.not.hold.true,.but.lizards.
seem. to. fascinate. us. nonetheless!. .While. Central.Texas. is. home.
to.several. species.of. lizards,.geckos,.anoles,. skinks,.and.whiptails,.
those.most.likely.(and.interesting).to.be.seen.are.the.Fence.Lizard,.
the.Green.or.Carolina.Anole,.and.the.Texas.
Alligator.Lizard.

Preferring.rocky.areas.that.provide.shelter.
and. basking. surfaces. such. as. privacy. fences.
and.rock.walls,.the.aptly.named.Fence.Lizard.
is.quite.common.in.all.but.the.eastern.third.of.
Texas...A.light.brown.lizard.ranging.from.3.5.
to.7.inches.in.length,.they.have.a.light.stripe.
down.each. side. from.the.neck. to. the. lower.
back,.with.dark. spots.or.bands. in.between,.

which.gives.them.a.very.scaly.appearance...Males.have.two.bright.
blue.patches.rimmed.in.black.on.the.belly.and.throat,.and.while.the.
females.generally.lack.these.colorings,.they.are.slightly.larger.than.the.
males...A.diurnal.lizard,.they.feed.on.a.variety.of.insects.found.on.
the.ground.in.open.areas.or.up.in.trees.in.wooded.areas...Breeding.
occurs.in.the.spring.and.summer,.and.mature.females.may.lay.several.
egg.clutches.per.year.

Ranging. from. bright. green. to. dark. brown,. the. Green. Anole.
possesses.the.ability.to.change.color.due.to.temperature.and.light...

A.small.lizard,.it.has.a.pale.colored.underbelly,.
long.claws,.and.a. thin. tail.. .The.males.have.
what.is.called.a.‘dewlap’,.a.bright.pink.flap.of.
skin. that. can. be. extended. and. retracted. for.
purposes.of.intimidating.rivals.and.attracting.
females.during.the.mating.season...These.anoles.
are. arboreal,. spending.most.of. their. time. in.
trees,.shrubs,.and.vines,.feeding.on.insects.and.
spiders...While.they.have.a.small.territory,.the.
males.will.aggressively.defend.it,.starting.with.Fence lizard

(Continued on Page 23)

REFRIGERATORS • FREEZERS • ICEMAKERS

ALL AMERICAN APPLIANCE
IMMEDIATE 24 HOUR SERVICE ON:

REFRIGERATORS • ICEMAKERS • WASHERS & DRYERS
DISPOSALS • DISWASHERS • MICROWAVES • OVENS

Emergency Service Available
WHIRLPOOL • KENMORE • KITCHENAID • MAYTAG • SUBZERO

GE • FRIGIDAIRE • JENN AIR • ROPER • HOTPOINT • MONOGRAM

1 Year Waranty On Parts
Senior Citizen Discount

Westlake • Lakeway • Pflugerville • Round Rock • Cedar Park • Leander
Willam Cannon • Oakhill • South • Central •  Mopac • Georgetown • 183 Northwest

FREEService Callwith Repair
ALL AMERICAN APPLIANCE

(512) 266 - 9108

(512) 266-9108 or (512) 410-9193
*$25 service fee for Steiner Ranch Residents

*Check Yellowbook and Angies List for our other listings
*Questions or comments please email us

at allamericanservice@austin.rr.com

Mr.Cool
QUICKEST service for established customers

so schedule your check-up TODAY!
• Expert, Personal Service from Mr. Cool himself

• An Austin Energy Participating Contractor
• See my reviews at Yelp.com

M: (512) 445-0412
TACLB013299C

 
 

 

!yek si ecnanetniam evitatneverP
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$2500
Complete Service Call 

and Check-up! 
No Bull!

($65.00 Value)
*expires 05/31/09

High Utility Bills?Not comfortable?
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extending.their.dewlap,.bobbing.their.head,.
performing.pushups,.and.ultimately.ending.
in. a. chase. or. a. wrestling. match.. All. this.
posturing.and.patrolling.can.make.the.males.
much.easier.targets.for.predators,.however,.
and.they.tend.to.have.higher.mortality.rates.
than. the. much. more. discreet. females.. . If.
it. is. late.spring.and.the.right.to.mate.is.at.
stake,. the. winner. will. once. again. employ.
headbobbing.and.dewlap.extension.to.entice.

the. female,.who. lays.a. single,. softshell.egg.
among.the.leaf.litter.

Coming. in. at. an. impressive. 10. to. 24.
inches. long,.the.Texas.Alligator.Lizard.is.a.
stiff. lizard. with. large,. plate-like. scales. and.
a. long,.somewhat.prehensile. tail.. . It. is. the.
largest.lizard.in.Texas.and.the.one.of.largest.
alligator.lizards.in.the.world..Varying.from.
ruddy.yellow.to.reddish.brown,.it.has.dark.
crosshatches.on.its.back.with.a.lighter.head.
and. small,. weak. legs. that. are. unmarked...
Found. on. rocky. hillsides,. it. has. slow,.
calculated.moves,.feeding.on.insects,.spiders,.
and.small.invertebrates...When.alarmed,.it.
may.inflate.itself.in.defense.–.and.like.other.
lizards.even.lose.its.tail.to.distract.a.potential.
predator.-.but.more.typically.it.will.fold.in.
its.legs.and.slither.away.like.a.snake...Unlike.
many.other.lizards,.breeding.can.occur.year-
round,.and.multiple.clutches.of.eggs.can.be.
laid...Females.often.stay.near.the.nest.site.to.

Green anole

Texas Alligator Lizard

Nature Watch- (Continued from Page 22)

protect. it,. but. once. the. young. hatch. they.
receive.no.parental.care.

Lizards.have.been.around.for.100.million.
years. longer. than. humans,. and. descended.
from.the.same.family.tree.that.gave.rise.to.
the.dinosaurs.. .The.next.time.you’re.lucky.
enough.to.have.one.cross.your.path,.show.it.
some.well-deserved.respect!....

Send. your. nature-related. questions. to.
naturewatch@austin.rr.com.and.we’ll.do.our.
best.to.answer.them.

Athena
Pools

Athena Pools’ approach to building a pool is simple:

Athena Pools
Located in Steiner Ranch

www.athenapools.com
(512) 914-0554

reflections of style

Be honest and have integrity 
Design and build a quality pool

Build a pool on time and according to schedule 
Guarantee our workmanship
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 512.904.9006  | www.solarcommunity.net   |   2401 E Sixth St. Suite 4063

By combining the new Federal Tax Credit with local incentives and our 

Steiner Ranch “Neighborhood Solar Program,” it has never been more 

affordable to go solar. Contact us to see how purchasing solar with your 

neighbors is good for your wallet and good for the planet. 

WHY GO SOLAR? 
Up to $13,500.00 in city rebates•	
25+ years of savings•	
Energy independence•	
Tax free ROI•	
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Steiner TechNet Wants You!
Submitted by David Dyke

. If.you.work.in.technology.and.live.in.Steiner.Ranch,.we.have.a.
new.community.for.you..This.includes.a.quarterly.social.mixer.in.
Steiner.with.opportunities.to.meet.new.neighbors,.discuss.business.
issues,.find.job.opportunities.and.share.best.practice.ideas,.etc.
. For. more. information,. email. David. Dyke. at. david@austin-
technet.com.and.join.Linkedin.Groups.Steiner.TechNet.

Steiner With Out Kids Social 
Group (SWOK)
Submitted by Paula Kaisner

.. Did.you.know.there.is.a.social.group.in.Steiner.called.Steiner.
w/o.Kids.(SWOK)...We.have.been.established.since.January.2006.
and.have.had.many.couples.join.who’ve.made.new.friendships...
Whether.you’ve.never.had.kids.or.you.have.grown.children.you.
are.welcome.to.join.this.fun.social.group...We.get.together.once.
a.month.at.someone’s.home.in.Steiner.for.food.and.drinks.along.
with.making.new.friends.and/or.enjoying.old.friends!..It’s.a.great.
way.to.meet.other.couples.and.form.new.relationships.with.people.
who.also.don’t.have.children.at.home...For.more.information.please.
email.Paula.Kaisner.at.paula@kaisner.org

CoMMUNitY GRoUPS
.WAYS.TO.BECOME.INVOLVED.IN.STEINER.RANCH

STEINER	RANCH	COMMUNITY	
GROUPS	&	ORGANIZATIONS

 Are you a member of a community group or organization 
here in Steiner?  Email the information about your group to 
thestar@peelinc.com and it will be included in each issue.  Feel 
free to submit post event write-ups and photos.

New Mothers' Support Group
Come.join.other.new.moms.(and.babies).at.the.new.Mothers'.

Support.Group!..It's.a.time.to.share.the.joys.and.frustrations.of.
being. a. new. mother. and. a. good. reason. for. getting. out. of. the.
house..

Motherhood.is.a.tough.job.but.we.know.you.can.do.it!..If.you.
need.a.little.advice,.an.ear.to.vent.to,.or.a.little.friendly.conversation.
then.this.group.is.the.perfect.place.for.you..

The.new.mothers'.support.group.is.open.to.all.new.moms.with.
babies.up.to.1.year.old...There.is.no.sign.up.or.registration.required.
and.the.group.is.free.to.attend..

We.meet.weekly.from.9:30am.-.11:00am.Mondays.beginning.
January.12th.at. the.Towne.Square.Community.Center,.12550.
Country.Trails.Lane.

Announcing New
Job-Seekers Group

Submitted by Nancy Phillips
. Are.you.out.of.work,.indefinitely.furloughed,.or.perhaps.you.
have.a.neighbor.or.friend.that.is?.If.so,.please.read.on….
. St.Luke’s.on.the.Lake.Episcopal.Church,.www.stlukesonthelake.
org,.is.forming.a.new.small.group.focused.on.job-seekers..“New.
Horizons”. is.a.weekly.gathering.of. job-seekers.and.new.career-
changers..
Time:		Wednesdays	at	8:30a	
Location:		St.	Luke’s	on	the	Lake	Episcopal	Church,	5600	RR	
620N,	266.2455,	“The	Annex”
. The.goals.of.the.group.go.beyond.the.obvious.job-search.aspects.
to.also.include.mental.and.spiritual.needs.and.challenges..Much.
will. be. defined. as. the. group. defines. itself. but. considerations.
include:

Prayer,. devotional. readings,. and. discussion. to. strengthen.
perspectives.and.resolve.
Job. search. tools,. networking,. job. fair. promotions,. resume.
writing,.interviewing,.etc..
Discussions. around.books. and. resources. like. “The.Purpose-
Driven. Life”,. “Seven. Habits. of. Highly. Successful. People”,”.
What. Color. is. Your. Parachute”,. etc.. to. help. discern. life’s.
priorities..
Focus.groups.formed.to.help.address.specific.growth.areas:

Locate/.invite.motivational.speakers
Develop. constructive. ideas. for. using. new. found-time. for.
volunteer.groups,.charities,.etc..o.
Discuss. possible. how-to’s. for. starting. a. new. business. or.
career
ID. low-cost. family. entertainment,. living. suggestions,. and.
group.social.activities
Corporate.self-help:. identify.needs.vs.. skills.and.what.can.
we.do.for.each.other.
Maintain. archive.of.material. references. compiled. for.new.
arrivals.o.
Arrange.networking.meetings.with.other.community. job-
seeker.groups..

. Totally. open. to. the. community. at. large,. this. is. a. Christian-
based.support.group.with.all.members.sharing.the.reality.of.being.
unemployed..We.will.be.regularly.calling.on.God.for.guidance.and.
support.as.well.as.helping.hold.each.other.accountable.for.using.
the.time.God.is.giving.to.discern.life’s.priorities.and.next.career.
moves...Those.interested.can.contact.Gary.Cook.at.751.5478.or.
gcook4@austin.rr.com..for.more.information....

•

•

•

•
–
–

–

–

–

–

–
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CoMMUNitY GRoUPS CoNtiNUEd

Pack 203
Welcome all Steiner Ranch Boys!!

Grades 1st–5th

. Do.you.know.what.Cub.Scouts.and.Scouting.is.all.about?..Pack.
203.at.LWBE.does.fun.things.with.fellow.scouting.friends.every.
month?.We.get.together.as.a.PACK.to.wear.our.cool.uniforms,.show.
off.our.scout.spirit,.and.participate.in.exciting.scouting.activities..As.
a.cub.scout,.you.will.get.to.go.camping.with.your.family,.shoot.BB.
guns,.sleep.over.on.a.real.Naval.Aircraft.Carrier.and.do.archery!.We.
play.all.kinds.of.sports.and.build.cool.race.cars.and.spaceships.to.
race..Do.you.want.to.learn.the.secret.scouting.code.and.earn.really.
cool.patches?.Do.you.want.to.learn.more.about.
nature.and.your.community?.Then,.come.
find. out. how. enriching. being. a. Cub.
Scout.can.be!.

Contact . Kim. Skel ton. for . more.
information. at. nelson2930@austin.
rr.com

Girl Scout Registration is Open
Submitted by Carmen Tucker

. Girl.Scouts.of.Central.Texas.registration.is.open.year-round.to.
girls.in.grades.K-12..Now.is.the.perfect.time.to.register.in.order.
to. take. advantage. of. summer. experiences. like. overnight. camp,.
robotics.day.camp,.backpacking.trips.and.more..Registration.is.
$10.per.year.and.girls.can.choose.to.join.a.troop.or.participate.as.
individuals.
. Girl.Scouting.builds.girls.of.courage,.confidence.and.character,.
who.make.the.world.a.better.place..Through.fun,.informal.and.
educational.experiences.girls.can.discover.their.potential,.connect.
with.others.and.take.action.to.make.the.world.a.better.place..Girl.
Scouts.provides.a.wide.variety.of.experiences.for.interests.such.as.
the.arts,.science,.technology,.nature,.athletics,.community.service,.
health,.leadership.and.more..To.learn.more.or.to.register,.contact.
Carmen.Tucker. at. CarmenT@gsctx.org. or. (512). 490-2360..
Discover.Girl.Scouts.online.at.www.gsctx.org..

Secure campus with electronic entry and 24-hour monitoring

Water park, pool, playing fields and 5 age appropriate playgrounds

Individualized program and frequent child assessments

Degreed, credentialed, experienced teachers in all age groups

Challenging curriculum which fosters a lifetime of learning

Wholesome, delicious meals with whole-grain bread, fresh fruit 
and vegetables in fresh-made recipes

Free Internet viewing for parents

•

•

•

•

•

•

•

www.bluebonnetschool.com

Bluebonnet School 
of Cedar Park
A Private Preparatory Preschool

Bluebonnet School 
of Cedar Park
3420 El Salido Pkwy. (at RR620)

512-331-9009

The Nation’s Best Preschool 
Is In Your Neighborhood!

Infants • Toddlers • Preschool • Kindergarten • Afterschool

Texas School
Readiness 
Certified

Only Preschool in Texas 
Accredited by Both:
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Business Section
free Seminars in Personal finance

May	14,	New	Retirement	Strategies,	7	PM,	Bella	Mar
. We. examine. your. “retirement. environment”. in. light.of. today’s.
realities..Learn.how.to.grow.your.assets,.reduce.taxes.and.protect.
your.family’s.income..How.to.build.your.nest.egg.with.no.more.risk.
than.is.necessary,.and.shield.your.assets.from.the.forces.of.inflation.
and.unexpected.future.events..Free,.offered.as.a.public.service..To.
reserve.your.seats.call.Rich.Keith.at.(512).632-0162.or.send.email.
to.RKeith@primerica.com..
May	21	Estate	Planning	and	Long	Term	Care,	7	PM,	Bella	Mar
. Long.term.care.may.be.one.of.the.largest.and.most.expensive.issues.
on.the.horizon.for.American.families..The.financial.impact.of.a.long.
term.care.need.increases.every.year,.and.may.affect.families.with.lost.
income.or.lost.opportunity.for.income..We.show.you.how.to.plan.
effectively.for.the.unforeseen.healthcare.event..And.estate.planning.
is.essential.to.assure.that.your.wishes.are.carried.out.now.and.in.the.
future..Local.estate.planning.attorney.John.Van.de.Graaf.explores.
your. options. and. shows. you. how. to. avoid. common. mistakes. in.
estate.planning,.wills.and.probate..Free,.offered.as.a.public.service..
To.reserve.your.seats.call.Rich.Keith.at.(512).632-0162.or.send.email.
to.RKeith@primerica.com..
June	11,	Education	Funding,	Bella	Mar	7	PM,	Bella	Mar
. We.will.explore.your.options.to.fund.your.children’s.education..It’s.

not.difficult.once.you.know.the.ropes..Learn.about.tax-advantaged.
programs.that.you.and.others.can.contribute.to.on.an.ongoing.basis..
Some.programs.are.directed.at.education.and.some.are.for.the.benefit.
of.the.child.and.are.not.tied.to.education..Learn.the.advantages.and.
disadvantages.of.each.approach..Free,.offered.as.a.public.service..To.
reserve.your.seats.call.Rich.Keith.at.(512).632-0162.or.send.email.
to.RKeith@primerica.com..
June	23,	ABCs	of	Making	Money	for	Teens,	7	PM,	Bella	Mar
. In.this.free.workshop.for.teens.we.explore.Attitudes,.Behaviors.
and.Creativity.surrounding.money..Parents.are.welcome.to.attend.
part.or.all..Plus,.every.teen.who.attends.the.workshop.will.receive.a.
complementary.copy.of.the.ABCs.of.Making.Money.4.Teens.book..
Some.of.the.key.elements.of.the.book:
-.96.pages.of.full.color.
-.Inspirational.stories.of.teens.that.have.made.a.difference.
-.Lots.of.hands.on.exercises,.and.creative.money.solutions.
-.A.section.on.the.dangers.of.carrying.credit.card.balances.
-.How.to.approach.employers.for.jobs.
-.The.power.of.compound.interest,.the.Rule.of.72,.and.more..
. This.seminar.is.free,.and.is.offered.as.a.public.service..To.reserve.
your. seats. call. Rich. Keith. at. (512). 632-0162. or. send. email. to.
RKeith@primerica.com.

BACKYARD
SUPERSTORE

Your

Outdoor Kitchen
Packages

GRILLS • SMOKERS
ACCESSORIES • GIFTS 

PATIO FURNITURE
GAS LOGS • FIREPITS

6715 Ranch Road 620 North    1/4 mile south of 2222 on RR 620
bbqoutfitters.com 512-347-1988

BBQ Outfitters is Proud to be Locally Owned

$100 OFF
on all purchases over $1000

Coupon must be presented at time of purchase. 
Cannot be combined with any other offer, clearance, 
or discount. Expires 12-15-09 

$50 OFF
on all purchases over $500

Coupon must be presented at time of purchase. 
Cannot be combined with any other offer, clearance, 
or discount. Expires 12-15-09 

Starting at

$1500
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austin adds Jobs
for 2nd Straight Month 

AUSTIN.–.The.Austin-Round.Rock.MSA*.added.5,100.jobs.in.
March,.following.a.6,000.position.increase.in.February,.according.
to.the.Texas.Workforce.Commission.(TWC)...Unemployment.for.
the.area.decreased.slightly.to.6.2%...Much.of.the.increase.was.due.
to.temporary.hiring.to.support.annual.spring.events.such.as.Spring.
Break,.the.South.by.Southwest.film.and.music.festival,.and.the.Star.
of.Texas.Fair.and.Rodeo....

“The.Austin.metro. area. received. some.good.news.with.March.
employment.statistics,.with.local.unemployment.dropping.slightly.
from.6.3%.in.February.to.6.2%.in.March,”.explained.Alan.Miller,.
Workforce.Solutions’.Executive.Director.

Leisure. &. Hospitality. continued. its. strong. growth,. adding.
2,700.jobs.in.March.after.adding.1,500.in.February...Government.
(+1,600). and. Education. &. Health. Services. (+800). continued. to.
show.consistent.growth.while.the.combination.of.Manufacturing.
and.Trade,.Transportation,.&.Utilities.lost.1,800.jobs.combined.

“The.good.news.is.that.we.seem.to.be.holding.steady.in.terms.of.
employment.and.unemployment.with.no.large.swings...The.economy.
still.has.a.ways.to.go.but.there.are.positive.signs,”.added.Miller.

In. the.past. 12.months,. the.Austin. area.has. added.3,300. jobs,.
for. an. annual. growth. rate. of. 0.4%... Austin. hasn’t. experienced.
a. negative. annual. job. growth. rate. since. January. 2004... Sectors.
showing.strong.annual.growth.are.Professional.&.Business.Services.
and.Government.

According.to.the.TWC,.the.unemployment.rate.for.the.Austin-
Round.Rock.MSA.in.March.2009.dropped.by.0.1%.to.6.2%...The.
rate.was.3.8%.one.year.ago.

The.March.2009.unemployment.rate. for.Texas.rose. slightly. to.
6.7%.percent,.while.the.U.S..rate.climbed.to.8.5%..

Classified Ads
Personal	classifieds.(one.time.sell.items,.such.as.a.used.bike...).run.at.no.
charge.to.Steiner.Ranch.residents,.limit.30.words,.please.e-mail.thestar@
PEELinc.com.
Business	classifieds.(offering.a.service.or.product.line.for.profit).are.$50,.
limit.40.words,.please.contact.Peel,.Inc..Sales.Office.at.512-263-9181.or.
advertising@PEELinc.com.

10500 Jollyville Road . Austin, TX . 78759 
www.ghbc.org  |  512.343.7763

Great Hills
Baptist Church

Summer Activities

Vacation Bible School | June 15-19

Going Beyond - Women’s Conference 
with Priscilla Shirer | June 26-27

Patriotic Celebration - Both Sunday Services
June 28

Children’s Fine Art Workshop | July 6-10

Veggie Tales Day Camp | July 27-31

Middle / High School Camps at 
Baylor University | July 27-31

Celebrate Recovery | Mondays, 7 pm,
2nd �oor of building A

Regular Sunday Schedule:

9:30 & 11 am
Bible Life Groups for all ages

9:30 am
Celebration - Connection 
Worship Choir & Orchestra

11:00 am
Life - Connection 
Worship Band

10500 Jollyville Road . Austin, TX . 78759  |  www.ghbc.org  |  512.343.7763
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Business Section
financial Corner

Submitted by Rich Keith

. Let’s.look.at.a.new.law.enacted.in.late.2008:..the.Pension.Act’s.
RMD.Waiver.for.Calendar.Year.2009...Many.retirees.have.had.to.sell.
retirement.plan.account.or.traditional.IRA.assets.at.distressed.values.
in.order.to.generate.the.cash.needed.to.make.required.minimum.
distributions. (RMDs).. Beneficiaries. of. retirement. plan. accounts.
or.traditional.IRAs.have.faced.similar.problems..The.Pension.Act.
enacted.late.last.year.provided.relief.by.waiving.the.RMD.for.calendar.
year.2009.only..It.also.relieved.designated.beneficiaries.of.the.need.
to. make. minimum. distributions. for. 2009... Had. the. waiver. not.
been.granted,.many.individuals.with.retirement.accounts.invested.
in.beaten-down.assets.such.as.stocks.or.mutual.funds.would.have.
had.to.sell.assets.at.a.loss.to.generate.RMDs.for.2009..But.the.new.
law.change.helps.even.those.people.who.would.otherwise.have.to.
make.RMDs.from.retirement.plan.accounts.and.traditional.IRAs.
invested.in.“bulletproof”.assets.such.as.government-insured.CDs..If.
you.can.afford.to.skip.this.year’s.RMD,.you.can.lower.your.tax.bill.
for.2009.
. The.overall.purpose.of.the.RMD.rule.is.to.make.sure.retirement.
accounts.and.IRAs.are.used.primarily. for. the.owner’s. retirement,.
rather.than.as.a.tax-sheltered.nest.egg.for.the.family;.a.prohibitively.
expensive.IRS.penalty.rule.applies.if.an.RMD.isn’t.made..Distributions.
from.retirement.plans.or.IRAs.are.fully.taxed.as.ordinary.income.
(unless.you.made.nondeductible.contributions)...The.new.law.allows.
older.individuals.to.skip.the.RMD.that.would.otherwise.be.required.
for.calendar.year.2009.
. The.new.law.has.an.impact.on.three.distinct.groups.of.people—
here’s.how.you.or.a.family.member.may.be.affected.
. (1). Older. individuals. who. are. retirement. plan. account. and.
traditional.IRA.owners..Generally,.required.payouts.from.IRAs.must.
begin.when.you.attain.age.70.1/2...Once.they.begin,.RMDs.must.
be.made.following.an.IRS.schedule.over.your.life.or.over.the.lives.

of.you.and.the.person.you.designate.as.beneficiary.of.the.retirement.
account.or.IRA.
. (2).Beneficiaries.of.retirement.plan.accounts.or.traditional.IRAs..
If.a.person.dies.before.exhausting.the.funds.in.his.or.her.employer.
retirement. plan. account. or. IRA,. the. balance. may. be. left. to. an.
individual. designated. as. a. beneficiary. (there. may. be. a. group. of.
beneficiaries)..If.you.are.a.designated.beneficiary,.you.also.must.make.
minimum.annual.withdrawals. (which.generally. are. fully. taxable).
from.your.inherited.retirement.plan.account.or.IRA...The.new.law.
allows.designated.beneficiaries.of.retirement.plans.or.IRAs.to.skip.
the.annual.payout. that.would.otherwise.be.required. for.calendar.
year.2009.
. (3).Beneficiaries.of.Roth.IRAs..The.new.law.doesn’t.affect.owners.
of.Roth.IRA.accounts.for.the.simple.reason.that.they.do.not.have.
to. make. lifetime. RMDs. from. these. accounts.. However,. it. does.
affect.beneficiaries.of.Roth.IRAs,.who.must.make.minimum.annual.
withdrawals.after.the.account.owner.dies..Thanks.to.the.new.law.
change,.RMDs.are.waived.for.2009.from.their.inherited.Roth.IRAs..
This.won’t.affect.their.income.tax,.since.distributions.to.designated.
beneficiaries.of.Roth.IRAs.are.tax-free..However,.it.will.avoid.having.
to. sell. reduced-in-value. assets. to. make. the. otherwise-required.
distributions,.and.it.will.make.it.possible.for.designated.beneficiaries.
to.leave.more.money.at.work.within.the.tax-shelter.of.the.Roth.IRA...
Source:.adapted.from.L.Plescia,.BWTP,.PC,.2009..Please.call.Rich.
Keith.if.you.have.questions.or.concerns.on.how.the.new.law.change.
waiving.RMDs.for.2009.may.affect.you.or.a.family.member.
. Next.step:..Learn.more.by.attending.your.Steiner.HOA-approved.
free. seminars. in.personal.finance...New.Retirement.Strategies.on.
Thursday.May.14,.and.Estate.Planning.and.Long.Term.Care.on.
Thursday.May.21,.both.at.7.PM.at.Bella.Mar...To.reserve.seats.please.
contact.RKeith@Primerica.com.Rich.Keith,.(512).266-8498.

www.lakesidepizzagrill.com
512.266.2330

Hours:
Mon. - Thurs. 11am - 10pm  •  Sat. and Sun. 10am - 10pm

Summertime
SPECIAL

Kick back and enjoy the summer 
sun with a cold drink, some hot food 

and our beautiful outdoor patio!

FREE House Salad
with Pasta Entree

*limit one per check
*dine in only
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www.Steiner360.com

Kelly Thate
512.750.5777

KellyThate@yahoo.com

Lenae Snow
512.636.1609

LSnow@austin.rr.com

The Steiner360 Team

Let us assist you with all
your real estate needs.

No one knows your neighborhood better than your neighbors!

Call about our
Move Up Program

13113 Delphinus Walk, $450,000, Greenbelt
Like new, over $72K in upgrades, 

4 bdrm, 3.5 bath, 3 gar, study, game room

12916 Appaloosa Chase, $250,000, 1-story
2005 Open floor plan, tons of upgrades,

chef’s kitchen, 4 bdrm, 2 bath, large master

Palisades Pointe Lane, $2,000,000
Over 400 ft of Lake Austin waterfront

on a magnificent 3.78 acre lot

2701 Rio Mesa, $375,000, New Granite!
Gorgeous private backyard, endless lap pool,
4 bedroom, 3.5 bath, 3 gar, study, game room

PENDING

Is Your Current Mortgage Rate Over 6%?

If so, NOW is the time to take advantage 
of the lowest rates in forty years!

Sente is an independent mortgage bank, 
not a broker, that represents more than 

50 lenders nationwide. 

Joe Brown has been a mortgage 
consultant in Austin since 1985 and can 

be reached at (512) 637-9108 or
joe.brown@SenteMortgage.com.

Price Range

As of Apr 6, 2009 Jan-Mar 
‘09

# For Sale
Avg L$ / sf
Avg DOM

#Pending
Avg L$ / sf
Avg DOM

# Sold
Avg S$ / sf
Avg DOM

$200K-$300K
$300K-$400K
$400K-$500K
$500K-$600K
$600K-$700K
$700K-$800K
$800K-$900K
$900K-$1M
$1M-$2M
$2M and up

49/$118/67
49/$123/71
27/$139/70
25/$141/116
15/$161/125
14/$184/185
9/$192/179
3/$212/89
3/$304/160
1/$429/172

7/$104/54
6/$120/92
2/$132/89
1/$139/47
3/$149/28
2/$171/12

0
0

1/$180/189
0

9/$101/140
3/$102/155
4/$127/100
2/$134/42
5/$141/134
4/$147/155
2/$145/201

0
0
0

Steiner Ranch Market Statistics

*statistics based on the Austin MLS

13210 Shore Vista Dr. #3, $2,100,000
Incredible 11.98 acre lot

with over 600 ft. of Lake Austin waterfront

Christi Mueck
Talented Mural Artist

Kid’s Rooms, Media Rooms & More!

Graphic Designer & Illustrator
Over 20 Years Experience

Steiner Resident

Please contact me for examples!
mueckasinjagger@yahoo.com

(512) 636-0328

This advertising spot is offered as a free service
to Steiner Ranch Residents. We are not 

affiliated with and do not endorse any services shown here.
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Best Practices in Community association Governance

Half-day Seminar with Lectures on Community Management, Association Law and Risk Management

. Austin,.Texas.–.April.20,.2009.–.“The.Essentials.of.Community.
Association.Volunteer. Leadership”,. a. half-day. seminar,. provides.
solutions.to.problems.keeping.homeowners.and.their.community.
association.board.directors.awake.at.night..The.seminar,.a.series.of.
lectures.with.Q&A.sessions,.hosts.local.industry.experts.in.the.fields.
of.community.management,.association.law.and.risk.management..
Attendees.receive.a.150-page.seminar.reference.handbook..Similar.
seminars.are.conducted.annually.at.our.58.chapters.nationwide..
. This.annual.educational.event.is.produced.by.the.Austin.chapter.
of. the.Community.Associations. Institute,. America’s. advocate. for.
responsible.communities.providing.education,.tools.and.resources.
to. people. who. govern. and. manage. homeowners. associations,.
condominiums.and.other.planned.communities..Our.mission.is.to.
help.you.make.your.community.a.better—even.preferred—place.to.
call.home..
. Joe. Dunst,. CAI. Austin’s. Chapter. Executive. Director. relates,.
“The. job. of. managing. a. group. of. homeowners. can. be. daunting.
for.the.volunteer.leaders,.because.few.have.experienced.running.a.
community.association.”.Dunst.also.believes.“collecting.delinquent.
fees,. upholding. covenants. and. restrictions,. resolving. disputes,.

establishing.reserve.funds.can.all.be.a.challenge.for.an.association..But.
there.are.solutions.–.best.practices.that.directors.of.other.community.
associations.have.successfully.employed..And.that’s.what.CAI.is.all.
about.–.helping.community.association.governing.boards.as.well.as.
the.professional.community.managers.and.business.partners.who.
support.them.and.their.communities.”
. CAI.Austin.has.been.helping.communities.in.the.greater.Austin.area.
govern.responsibly.since.the.mid-1980’s..This.year.the.seminar.is.part.

Pricing	and	
Registration

CAI	Members Non-Members

Seminar: . 9:00am. –.
11:30am
(pre-registration required)

$40.00 $50.00

Luncheon.Lecture:
11:30am.–.1:30pm

$25.00.pre-paid, $35.00.pre-paid,

$30.00.at.the.door $40.00.at.the.door.

Both.Luncheon.Lecture.
and.Seminar
(pre-payment required)

$55.00.pre-paid $.75.00.pre-paid.

6507 Jester Blvd.
346-8228

TM

ITALIAN BISTRO

OSSO BUCO,CIOPPINO,
HAND MADE PASTA

YUM!
“One of Austin’s finest Italian Eateries...”

- Alex Hannaford, Austin Monthly October 2008

“That chef can flat out cook!”
- Rob Balon, Austin Food Critic

www.diningoutwithrobbalon.com

Open for Dinner, Mon.-Fri beginning at 5:00
Open for Dinner, Sat. beginning at 5:30

Open for Lunch, Tues.-Fri. beginning at 11:30

Reservations accepted

www.bellagioitalianbistro.com

Just ask for the 
NEIGHBORHOOD DINNER SPECIAL (avail. Mon.-Wed.)

Buy 1 Entrée, Receive the 2nd Entrée Half Price

(512) 472-1231 • www.scottishritelearningcenter.org

Scottish Rite Learning Center of Austin, Inc.
12871 N. US Hwy 183, #105 • Austin, Tx 78750

Providing Psycho-Educational Evaluations
and Teacher/Parent Workshops

Language Learning 
Camp

For 5-12 yr olds

Study Skills 
Class

for Students grades 6-8

Session Dates
June 8-19 • June 22- July 3 • August 3-14
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. Are.you. looking. to.grow.your.business.
in.2009?..If.so,.you.might.be.interested.in.
a.few.of.the.business.networking.groups.in.
the.area...There.are.a.few.to.choose.from:
Steiner ranch referrals Bni group
. Meetings. are. on.Thursday. mornings.
from. 8:00. to. 9:30. at.Thai. Harmony. in.
Steiner.Ranch.. .Visitors. are.welcome!. . If.
you. are. interested. in. visiting. a. meeting.
please.contact.Mark.Taylor.at.marktaylor@
actioncoach.com.for.more.information.or.
visit.www.BNIAustin.com.
Four Points Bni
. Meetings. are. on. Wednesday. at. lunch.
from. 11:30. to. 1:00. at. the. River. Place.
Country.Club...Visitors.are.welcome!..If.you.
are. interested. in.visiting.a.meeting.please.
contact.Amy.Oehler.at.Amy@Lending360.
net.or.visit.www.BNIAustin.com.

three Business Networking Groups
in the area

a Business referral group Made Fun
. Networking.Northwest.Austin.is.expanding.
its.member.base.of.businesses. in.our.area...
NWNWA. members. build. close. business.
and. personal. relationships...We. believe. in.
business. by. referrals. and. having. a. limited.
member.base.(not.duplicating.professions),.
so.you.will.not.see.your.competitors.here..
We.have.a.caring,.positive,.involved.group.
of.people.who.not.only.wish.to.build.their.
business,.but.also.want.to.build.the.strength.
of.our.networking.group...NWNWA.meets.
on. the. 2nd. and. 4th.Tuesday. at.Waterloo.
Ice.House,.360.&.FM.2222.from.7:00.am.
–.8:30am...And.a.fun.happy.hour.once.per.
month. at. a. beautiful. location... Come. to.
a. breakfast. or. call. Dorothy. Scarborough.
–. President. dscarborough5@austin.rr.com,.
512-589-3678.

of.our.25th.Anniversary.Celebration.which.
also. features. a. buffet. luncheon. program.
with. nationally. recognized. guest. speaker.
Angelos. Angelou,. founder. and. Principal.
Executive.Director.of.AngelouEconomics..
The.events.will.take.place.at.Barton.Creek.
Resort. &. Spa,. 8212. Barton. Club.Dr.. in.
Austin.on.Thursday,.May.28th.
. For.event.details.and.online.registration.
go.to.www.caiaustinevents.org/index.htm.
. For.additional.information.about.CAI.go.
to.www.caionline.org.and.www.caiaustin.
org.

Amy Oehler
Manager/Senior Loan Officer

TX License # 55506
Purchase - Construction - Refinance - Home Equity

Direct: 512-733-3210
Fax: 512-857-1295
E-mail: amy@Lending360.net

www.Lending360.net
Steiner Ranch Resident

Looking 
out for 

your BEST 
interest for 
18 years

Classified Ads
Personal	classifieds.(one.time.sell.items,.such.
as. a. used.bike...). run. at.no. charge. to. Steiner.
Ranch.residents,.limit.30.words,.please.e-mail.
thestar@PEELinc.com.
Business	 classifieds. (offering. a. service. or.
product.line.for.profit).are.$50,.limit.40.words,.
please.contact.Peel,.Inc..Sales.Office.at.512-263-
9181.or.advertising@PEELinc.com.
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Calendar of Events

MaY 2009MaY 2009
 Sunday Monday Tuesday Wednesday Thursday Friday Saturday

      1 2

 3 4 5 6 7 8 9 

 10 11 12 13 14 15 16 

 17 18 19 20 21 22 23 

 24 25 26 27 28 29 30

Free.Yoga

Free.Yoga
Social.Committee.

Meeting

Free.Yoga

Free.Yoga
SRROA

Board.Meeting
31

New.Retirement
Strategies

Estate.Planning.&.
Long.Term.Care

JUNE 2009JUNE 2009
 Sunday Monday Tuesday Wednesday Thursday Friday Saturday

  1 2 3 4 5 6

 7 8 9 10 11 12 13 

 14 15 16 17 18 19 20 

 21 22 23 24 25 26 27 

 28 29 30

Free.Yoga

Free.Yoga

Social.Committee.
Meeting

Free.Yoga

Free.Yoga
SRROA

Board.Meeting

Education
Funding

ABC's.of.Making.
Money.for.Teens

Free.Yoga

ANNOUNCE.YOUR.EVENT
Are you a member of a community group or organization here in Steiner?

Email the information about your group's event to
thestar@peelinc.com and it will be included on the calendar.

For more information and locations visit the HOA website at www.steinerranchhoa.org.
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2900 North Quinlan Park Rd. #160
Austin, Texas 78732

Julia C. Hawthorne, DDS
Cosmetics and Family Dentistry

Our high quality
dental services include:

• Professional Dental Cleanings 
• Sealants and fluoride
• Oral Cancer Screenings
• Teeth Whitening
• Crowns and Bridges
• Cosmetic Bonding and Veneers
• Tooth-colored fillings
• Root Canals
• Oral Surgery
• Implant Dentistry
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News You Can Use

512-767-8839
(888) POOLTEK

Weekly/Monthly Cleanings
Equipment Repairs
Worry-Free Maintenance Programs
Pool Schools
Warranty Station for Raypak, Jandy, 

Ultra Pure, Del Ozone, Pentair

Fully Insured

C.P.O. (nspi.com) • Tech II (apsp.org)

Austin, TX 78732

what to do about My tired PC? Part i
Submitted by Laurie Scott

. Ultimately.it.gets.down.to.what.is.probably.my.
most.used.answer.–.“it.depends”.
. Can. I. upgrade. inexpensively. without. having.
to.buy.a.new.computer?..Quite.possibly...We’re.
fortunate.that.software.hasn’t.quite.kept.up.with.
the.power.of.the.hardware.the.last.few.years...Do.
you. need. more. storage?. . Hard. drives. are. very.

cheap:.as.low.as.$55.for.a.500.Gigabyte.drive!..
That’s.a.lot.of.pictures!..Computers.in.what.I.

call.the.“sweet.spot”.(2-.5.years.old).generally.
benefit. greatly. from. additional. memory...
Windows. XP. today. really. needs. at. least.

512MB.(Megabytes).and.Vista.needs.
1. ½. GB. minimum.. .The. great.
news.is.that.memory.is.dirt.cheap...

Depending. on. your. particular.
system,.a.full.1GB.of.additional.memory.

can.be.as.cheap.as.$15..Slow.systems.often.have.
other. problems,. but. additional. memory. is. an.

inexpensive.way.to.eliminate.one.possibility.as.the.
problem.
Computers. that. are. in. that. sweet. spot. benefit.
greatly.from.what.I.call.a.“rebuild”...This.means.
first.backing.up.your.documents,.pictures,.etc..and.
then.wiping.the.hard.drive.clean.and.reinstalling.
Windows. and. your. programs.. .This. will. often.
double.your.speed.and.will.cost.you.nothing.but.
time...It.will.put.your.computer.into.a.like-new.
or.better.condition...Imagine.a.car.in.which.you.
never.change.the.oil,.just.top.it.off.as.it.gets.low...
After.a.few.years,.it’s.pretty.gunky.in.there...Well,.
Windows.is.very.similar.after.a.few.years...A.fresh.
start.can.do.wonders.. .And.if.you.add.memory.
and.a.larger.hard.drive.–.woo.hoo!!!
. Next.month.I’ll.continue.with.part.II,.and.will.
talk. about. whether. it’s. better. (and. cheaper). to.
build.your.own.computer.rather.than.buying.one.
in.a.store,.and.which.is.better.for.you,.a.PC.or.a.
Mac?
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BUSiNESS ClaSSifiEdS
SUMMER	TUTORING. your.home.or.mine..Language.Arts.
and. Math. Skills. K-8.. Intervention. Specialist. for. Eanes. ISD..
Certified.teacher:.General.Ed,.Special.Ed,.Dyslexia..B.S.,.Master’s,.
Ed. Specialist. degrees.. 15. years. experience.. .Affordable. rates..
References...Resident.of.Steiner.Ranch..Contact.eharpine@austin.
rr.com,.512-470-2673.

SUMMER	NANNY	OR	MOTHER’S	HELPER:.19.year.old.
college.student.available.for.summer.nanny.or.mother’s.helper...
Available.May.18.to.August.14..Part.time.or.full.time..Own.car.
to.drive.kids.to.activities.or.for.running.errands..Loves.to.play.
games.and. sports..Long-time.Steiner.Ranch. resident..Contact.
Allie. Gursoy. at.allison.gursoy94@buc.blinn.edu. or. call.512-
552-4242.

PERSoNal ClaSSifiEdS
FREE	 SNAKE/REPTILE/CREEPY-CRAWLER	 REMOVAL	
for.Steiner.Ranch.Residents..I.will.come.to.your.house,.capture,.
remove.and.relocate.any/all.snakes,.lizards,.spiders,.scorpions,.etc..
for.no.charge,.and.with.a.smile..Call.anytime...Snake.specialist!.
512-944-0633

Is your computer showIng
sIgns of old age?

Tek-Chic Systems can make your computer run like NEW
or better for less than half the cost of a new computer!

All without the loss of any of your important documents.

 Call Laurie Scott with Tek-Chic Systems

512-983-8470

Laurie Scott
512-983-8470
Laurie@Tek-Chic.com
www.Tek-Chic.com

Home Network & Internet Security
Inexpensive Backup Solutions
Data Recovery / Damaged Disks
Free Pickup and Drop-Off

•
•
•
•

“Because Everybody Needs a Geek in Their Life”

RESIDENTIAL & COMMERCIAL
• INTERIOR/EXTERIOR • UNIFORMED PAINTERS
• POWER WASHING • QUALITY GUARANTEED
• CAULKING / SCRAPING • GENERAL REPAIRS

www.southernpainting.com

512-267-6200
References/Bonded & Insured

FREE ESTIMATES
Mention this ad for

$100 off service

of $1000 or more

*There is a World of Difference Between
Covering a Surface With Paint*

And Painting
As SOUTHERN PAINTING Does

“Lots of satisfi ed customers”

austin Newcomers Club
May 20, 2009 • Green Pastures Restaurant

811 West Live Oak • Austin, TX 78704
Social:..11:00.AM
Lunch:..12:00.PM
Cost.$20.00.per.person
. Reservations.must.be.made.by.Thursday,.May.14,.2009
Dress.is.business.casual.
. For.information.see.our.website:.www.AustinNewcomers.com
Or.call.us.512-314-5100
. Lights,.music,.action!.The.show.is.about.to.begin...Come.join.us.
to.see.the.Zachary.Scott.young.performing.troupe.Showstoppers...
We.will.get.a.glimpse.into.their.upcoming.summer.production..This.
pre.professional.youth.group.puts.on.a.completely.staged.musical.
each.year.
. We.will.also.hear.about.the.outstanding.opportunities.that.this.
award.winning.theater.offers.to.children.ages.5.through.teen.years.
with.camps. named. Pirates. Pizazz,. Rockin’. High. School. Musical,.
Rockstar.IV,.Wizard.of.Oz.and.many.more..Now.don’t.you.wish.
you.could. join. in. the. fun..Come.hear.and.see.future. stars. in. the.
making.
.
.
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Michelle Lasher - Owner
hair design + color specialist

Redken + Pureology specialist

2909 FM 620 North • Suite 104 • Lakeway
(512) 626-6061 • www.salonplatinumaustin.com

Haircuts to suit your bone structure,
color to enhance your skin
and accentuate your eyes.

Salon Stimulus:
Select Services

at Half the Price!

Online Appointment Requests Available!
Check Out Website for More Great Specials!

Salon

www.SalonPlatinumAustin.com

limit one per family

Locally Owned & Operated 
Since 1999!

May landscaping
By Ron Kerwin

. May. is. a. great.month. to.get. full.usage.of.our.
outdoor. areas..The.morning. temps. are.nice. and.
it.has.not.yet.become.really.hot.in.the.afternoons..
Continue.to.freely.plant.shrubs,.trees,.flowers.and.
vegetables..Remember. to.put.down. a.minimum.
of.2.inches.of.new.mulch.in.all.your.beds..A.good.
layer.of.mulch.keeps.the.plant.roots.cooler,.helps.
with.weed.control,.and.helps.slow.the.water.you.
apply.from.evaporating.from.the.root.zone.
. Water.your.lawns.less.frequently.and.more.deeply..
Frequent.short.duration.watering.leads.to.shallow.
root.systems..Less.frequent.longer.duration.watering.leads.to.deeper..
root.systems..Deeper.root.systems.are.more.healthy.and.better.for.
your.lawns..They.will.hold.up.better.in.the.extreme.heat..Our.lawns.
need.one.inch.of.water.per.week..Put.out.a.container.with.straight.
sides.and.catch.the.water.as.you.irrigate,.you.can.easily.measure.the.
result..Two.watering.times.at.½.inch.each.are.better.than.4.times.at.¼.
inch,.the.water.penetrates.further.and.this.will.force.the.roots.down.

to.find.it..Regular.mowing.is.critical.for.good.lawn.
health..Mow.only.the.top.1/3.of.the.total.length..
Letting. the.grass. grow. long.and. then.cutting.off.
more. than. the.1/3. is.damaging. to. the.grass,. and.
makes.the.mulching.process.less.efficient.and.less.
attractive.
. There.is.a.new.soil.disease.coming.into.our.area.
that.I.was.made.aware.of.late.last.year..It.reveals.itself.
in.St.Augustine.grasses..It.is.not.cinch.bugs,.it.is.not.
grubs.although.it.does.resemble.their.grass.damages..
The.grass.blades.die.and.fall.off.the.runners..The.

runners. remain. in.place,. but. somewhat. resemble. a. cobweb.. It. is.
NOT.a.grass.disease,.it.IS.a.soil.disease..The.big.chemical.companies.
do.have.chemicals.to.treat.it..This.is.a.Gulf.Coast.epidemic.that.is.
moving.North..Homeowners.with.no.foot.traffic.and.do.their.own.
yard.work.still.get.it..Its.origins.are.a.guess.at.this.point..I.am.trying.
to.be.pro-active.and.let.you.know.your.turf.may.get.the.problem.&.
to.watch.out.for.it..
.....
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Nicole Peel
Broker/Owner

Office #: 512-249-6299
Mobile #: 512-740-2300
Steiner Ranch Resident

FULL-SERVICE
BUyER & SELLER

REPRESENtatION

www.VallureRealty.com
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River Place Country Club
4207 River Place Boulevard 

Austin, Texas 78730

Please call Raquel Hebben, the Membership Director if you would like to receive information 
regarding Membership, Summer Programs, or to RSVP to our Open House Event!

�e Dominion              Golf Group        River Place • �e Dominion • Onion Creek • Twin Creeks

Phone: 512.346.1114
Fax: 512.346.0527

www.riverplaceclub.com

You Are Invited
To Our Open House Event

Sunday, June 7th from Noon to 4pm

Join us for a Complimentary Lunch buffet at Noon 

followed by 9-Holes of Fabulous Golf. Also enjoy Tennis 

activities, poolside games with a DJ, and 

we will have a special performance 

at 1pm by children’s entertainer “Staci Gray”!

Come see everything River Place has to offer!

May Events at the
lady Bird Johnson wildflower Center

Gardens	on	Tour	-	Saturday, May 9.
See.five.beautiful.private.and.public.gardens.
plus.the.Wildflower.Center..Wristbands.on.
sale. now... .Susan.Wittig. Albert. signs. her.
new.novel,.Wormwood,.at.the.store,.noon.
to.3.p.m...$25.ticket.for.all.gardens;.$6.for.
each.individual.garden..Children.under.five.
free..9.a.m..to.5.p.m.

Wildflower	Center	Gala	-	Friday, May 1
The.Wildflower.Center.is.closed.at.3.p.m..
to. prepare. for. the. Gala. which. begins. at.
6:30.p.m....

National	Wildflower	Week		Photo	Exhibit	
Tuesday, May 4 through Sunday, May 10

Rick.Tolar’s.stunning.wildflower.portfolio,.
“Flowers.of.Observation”.on.display.in.the.
Visitors.Gallery...This.is.a.partnership.with.
Texas.Highways.magazine..

Memorial	Day	Sidewalk	Sale
Saturday,.Sunday.and.Monday,.May.23-25

David. Kattes. signs. the. newly. released.
Insects. of.Texas. from. 11. a.m.. to. 2. p.m..
Saturday..

.Nature	 Nights:	 Hiding	 In	 Plain	 Sight:	
Animal	Tracking..
Friday, May 29

Hit.the.trails.and.discover.animals.that.live.
in. Central.Texas..We. will. explore. tracks.
and.scats..$1.admission...$1.admission..6.
to.9.p.m...

Information on all events at www.
wildflower.org

Gardens on Tour
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Creating a wildlife Garden
Submitted by Bonnie Martin

May.2,.2009
10am-Noon
Hampton.Branch,.Austin.Puublic.Library
5125.Convict.Hill.Rd.
. This.seminar.will.teach.you.how.to.build.a.habitat.that.is.more.
attractive. to. beautiful. songbirds,. butterflies,. frogs,. and. other.
beneficial.wildlife...Using.native.wildflowers,.shrubs,.and.trees.will.
increase.the.beauty.of.your.property,.protect.the.environment,.and.
provide.a.nurturing.refuge.for.all.types.of.animals....Requirements.
for.building.a.certified.wildlife.habitat.will.also.be.covered.
. This.seminar.is.presented.by.the.Travis.County.Master.Gardeners.
Association,.a.volunteer.arm.of.the.Texas.AgriLife.Extension.Service.
in.Travis.County..For.more.details,.see.http://www.tcmastergardeners.
org.or.call.the.Travis.County.Master.Gardener's.help.desk.at.(512).
854-9600.

Stork Report
in Steiner

Ranch
Submit your information

on the arrival of your little one to
articles@peelinc.com

satisfaction guaranteedfree estimates

water pressure problems
fiber optic drain line inspectionssewer & drain service

Steve Brougher
276-7476

1106 West Koenig Lane

STEVE’S
PLUMBING

REPAIR

Master License: M-11465
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Four
SeaSonS

LandScape

We specialize in:

call today for a Free eSTIMaTe!
Just ask for rick

(512) 785-1212
rhinnant@austin.rr.com

Locally owned landscape & hardscape professionals
Excellent Customer Service - Experienced/Reliable

Satisfaction Guaranteed - Reasonably Priced

• Landscape Design & Install

• Professional Lawn Maintenance

• All types of Masonry Work

• Decks/Outdoor Living Space

• Handy Man Services

May is the time for:
• Tree planting & Trimming

• Lawn Top dressing
• organic Fertilization programs

• Sick Tree Treatment
• composting/Mulching, Weeding Beds

• all Trimming/property clean up
• Sodding

• Summer annuals now available
• all Landscaping

Enjoy your beautiful property this year!

We currently handle many properties in Austin and Cedar Park & would love to serve you!
Let us know how to best earn your business.

--References Available --

DISCLAIMER: Articles and ads in this newsletter express the opinions of their 
authors and do not necessarily reflect the opinions of Peel, Inc. or its employees. 
Peel, Inc. is not responsible for the accuracy of any facts stated in articles submitted 
by others. The publisher also assumes no responsibility for the advertising content 
with this publication. All warranties and representations made in the advertising 
content are solely that of the advertiser and any such claims regarding its content 
should be taken up with the advertiser.
* The publisher assumes no liability with regard to its advertisers for misprints or 
failure to place advertising in this publication except for the actual cost of such 
advertising.
* Although every effort is taken to avoid mistakes and/or misprints, the publisher 
assumes no responsibility for any errors of information or typographical mistakes, 
except as limited to the cost of advertising as stated above or in the case of 
misinformation, a printed retraction/correction.
* Under no circumstances shall the publisher be held liable for incidental or 
consequential damages, inconvenience, loss of business or services, or any other 
liabilities from failure to publish, or from failure to publish in a timely manner, 
except as limited to liabilities stated above.

The Star is a private publication published by Peel, Inc. It is not sanctioned by 
any homeowners association or organization, nor is it subject to the approval of 
any homeowners association or organization, nor is it intended, nor implied to 
replace any publication that may be published by or on behalf of any homeowners 
association or organization.  At no time will any source be allowed to use The 
Star contents, or loan said contents, to others in anyway, shape or form, nor in any 
media, website, print, film, e-mail, electrostatic copy, fax, or etc. for the purpose 
of solicitation, commercial use, or any use for profit, political campaigns, or other 
self amplification, under penalty of law without written or expressed permission 
from Peel, Inc. The information in the newsletter  is exclusively for the private 
use of  Peel, Inc. 

NOT	AVILABLE	ONLINE
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Britt's Book Buzz: twilight
I Couldn’t Resist the Temptation 

. Twilight.is.the.first.novel.in.a.series.by.author.Stephenie.Meyer..I.picked.up.it.solely.
because.of.the.buzz.around.it..The.book.is.a.fun.read..Not.the.best.written.book,.but.who.
cares?.It.kept.me.reading.and.reading.and.captures.the.conflict.of.a.vampire.who.wants.
to.be.with.his.true.love.(who.happens.to.be.human),.but.is.constantly.at.odds.with.his.
primal.need,.his.thirst..He.resists.the.temptation…so.far..
. Even.with.the.author’s.exhaustive.mentions.of.how.beautiful.Edward.the.vampire.is,.I.
personally.can’t.imagine.myself.falling.in.love.with.a.vampire.no.matter.how.perfect..The.
way.the.author.describes.their.cold,.stone-like.skin.itself.just.makes.me.cringe..I.do.enjoy.
the.way.Meyer.demonstrates.mood.and.emotions.by.focusing.on.the.vampires’.eyes.
. The. story. is. very. imaginative. and. gives. a. new. perspective. on. a. different. breed. of.
vampires—those. who. have. chosen. alternative. diets. so. they. can. be. a. part. of. human.
society..
I.keep.thinking.that.this.girl,.Bella,.has.gotten.herself.into.a.messy.situation—her.beau.
can.appear.anywhere,.can.run.at.lightning.speeds.and.can.hear.thoughts.(except.for.hers)..
There’s.no.way.to.escape..This.is.especially.true.when.Bella,.the.main.character,.is.hunted.
down.by.a.dangerous.vampire.
. Is.this.a.big.put-on?.Is.Edward’s.ultimate.plan.to.drink.her.blood?.Will.Bella.join.the.
Cullen.family.for.eternity?
. I’ll.read.the.whole.series…I.just.can’t.resist.the.temptation!.Feel.free.to.comment.on.this.
review.or.your.thoughts.on.the.book.or.suggest.a.book.for.me.to.review.at.brittanyjed@
hotmail.com..

Summer Miracles
Every. summer. Kidsave. brings. older.

orphaned. children. to. Austin,. and. other.
U.S.. cities,. to. participate. in. our. 5-week.
Summer. Miracles. program.. . Summer.
Miracles. “shines. a. light”.on.children. the.
world.has.forgotten...

The. children. stay. with. volunteer. host.
families,. experience. family. life,. attend.day.
camp,. and. meet. families. who. may. want.
to.adopt.them...Over.90%.of.the.children.
now.have.families,.hope.and.love.because.of.
Summer.Miracles...

Approximately.ten.orphaned.children.will.
be.coming.to.the.Austin.area.to.participate.
in. Summer. Miracles. 2009.. . For. more.
information. about. how. you. can. help. or.
host. one. of. these. children,. please. call.
Stephanie. Karasick. at. 512-415-7082,. or.
email.stephanie@austinkidsave.org...

Be. a. voice. for. change. for. children. who.
need. families.. Volunteer. to. help. a. child.
this.summer!

Be With Your Dog

Boarding • Training • Doggy Play Day

www.TaurusDogTraining.com

Taurus Metric | 12419 Metric Blvd. | 512.832.1012
Taurus McNeil | 6917 McNeil Drive | 512.258.5588
Taurus Lamar | 715 South Lamar Blvd. | 512.442.3416

Play Days at Taurus are staffed by behavior experts who want to help enhance 
your relationship with your dog.

30 Minute Trainer Visit with Play Day Purchase

Valid at all three Taurus locations. One coupon per household. Advance reservation required. For cur-
rent, required vaccination information and our contract for services, visit www.taurusdogtraining.com. 
Expires 6/31/09.

Call or email us, and reserve your spot now!
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cschneider88@att.net 

LAKE  HILLS  CONSTRUCTION
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Reviewed by: Mary L. Gavin, MD
Date reviewed: October 2007

NOT	AVILABLE	ONLINE
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Attention KIDS: Send Us Your Masterpiece!

SR

Be sure to include the following
so we can let you know!

Name: _________________________________
              (first name, last initial)
Email Address:  _________________________
Age:__________
[This information will only be used to notify you 
or your parents if your artwork was selected.]

Color the drawing below and mail the finished artwork to us at
Peel, Inc. - Kids Club

311 Ranch Road 620 S,  Suite 200
Lakeway, TX 78734

We will select the top few and post their artwork online at www.PEELinc.com. DUE: May 31st
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Peel, Inc.
512-263-9181

www.PEELinc.com

community newsletters

Effective Advertising, Done Right.
Call today to Reserve your space.

Advertise YOUR business
to YOUR neighbors for
less than 3¢ per home.

sr

did You 
know?

.... Personal classifieds can 
be submitted to The Star 
for FREE by all Steiner 
Ranch Residents? Email.
your. personal. classified. to.
thestar@peelinc.com.

.... Any Steiner Ranch resident 
or community group can 
submit an article to The Star? 
Photos and post-event write 
ups are welcome. Email.your.
article. to. thestar@peelinc.
com. (deadline. is. the. 9th.
of. the. month. prior. to. the.
issue).

. . . .  Kids Club winners 
are posted online? Visit.
http://www.peelinc.com/
kidsClub.php. to. see. the.
current.and.past.winners.
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Peel, Inc.
311 Ranch Road 620 S. Ste 200
Lakeway, TX 78734-4775
www.PEELinc.com
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PEEL, INC.
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3012 Persimmon
$289,000 

3 Large Bedrooms, 2 ½ Bathrooms 
2608 Square Feet 
Large Lot, 70 Feet Wide 
Freshly Painted, New Lighting 
Well Appointed Kitchen with Maple Cabi-
nets and Stainless Steel Appliances 
Walking distance to Schools, Restaurants, 
and Shops. 
Large Game Room 
Recessed Lights, Wired for Sound 
Two Covered Porches 
Built-Ins in Family Room 
Neighborhood Park two doors down 

•
•
•
•
•

•

•
•
•
•
•

12008 Tarraza Court
$369,000 

4 bedrooms, 3 Full Bathrooms, 2950 
Square Feet 
One Story Home on Flat Cul-De-Sac 
Rare 1/3 Acre Lot Backs to Greenbelt 
Gorgeous Wide Plank Hand Scraped 
Wood Floors and New Carpet 
Tons of Architectural Details – Crown and 
Base Moldings, Archways, Art Niches, 
Wall of Stone 
Gourmet Kitchen with Granite, Slate 
Floors, New Stainless Steel Appliances, 
and Incredible Skylight 
Rubbed Bronze Fixtures throughout 
Updated Lighting, Designer Paint 
Easy Entrance/Exit from neighborhood

•

•
•
•

•

•

•
•
•

FEATURE
HERE

Your Home

Coldwell Banker United, REALTORS is proud to welcome

to our team of professional real estate sales associates!
Elicia Rudberg

List with Elicia!

Elicia Gower Rudberg, Realtor  •   Coldwell Banker United Realtors
www.AustinRelocationResource.com • www.AboutElicia.com

Direct: (512) 657-7510 • Elicia@AustinRelocationResource.com

Sell Your Home
512-657-7510 

Specializing in Steiner Ranch Real Estate
Steiner Ranch Resident
Actively involved in community; founding 
member of Steiner Ranch BNI Networking 
Group
Top Producing & Award Winning Real 
Estate Agent 9+ Years 
Exclusive Relocation Resources & Part-
nered with Largest Relocation Companies 
in the World
Offers Unparalleled Services and Re-
sources to Buyers and Sellers

•
•
•

•

•

•

Under Contract
in 19 days!


