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EMERGENCY NUMBERS
EMERGENCY................................................................911
Fire....................................................................................... 911
Ambulance........................................................................... 911
Sheriff – Non-Emergency.....................................512-974-0845
Travis County ESD No.6/Lake Travis Fire Rescue
	 Administration Office....................................... 512.266.2533

Schools
Leander ISD.........................................................512-434-5000
Cedar Park High School.......................................512-435-8300
Canyon Ridge Middle School..............................512-424-7500
Laura Welch Bush Elementary..............................512-435-4750
Steiner Ranch Elementary....................................512-434-7100

Utilities
Travis County WCID # 17...................................512-266-1111
City of Austin Electric..........................................512-494-9400
Texas Gas Service
	 Custom Service..............................................1-800-700-2443
	 Emergencies......................................................512-370-8609
	 Call Before You Dig..........................................512-472-2822
AT&T
	 New Service...................................................1-800-464-7928
	 Repair............................................................1-800-246-8464
	 Billing............................................................1-800-858-7928
Time Warner Cable
	 Customer Service..............................................512-485-5555
	 Repairs.............................................................512-485-5080
IESI (Trash & Recycle).........................................512-282-3508
Austin/Travis County Hazardous Waste...............512-974-4343

Other Numbers
Lake Travis Postal Office.......................................512-263-2458

Newsletter Publisher
Peel, Inc...............................................................512-263-9181
Editor - Kelly Peel...................................... thestar@peelinc.com
Advertising...........................................advertising@peelinc.com

Important Numbers

mission statement
The Star, For Steiner Ranch

	 The mission of The Star is to provide the Steiner Ranch 
community with one source of local news content that is 
provided by Steiner Ranch residents.  Our goal is to help build 
Steiner Ranch by connecting local businesses with residents 
and residents with relevant neighborhood information.

"Be the Community."3030
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advertising info
	 Please support the advertisers that make The Star possible. 
If you are interested in advertising, please contact our sales 
office at 512-263-9181 or advertising@PEELinc.com. The 
advertising deadline is the 10th of the month prior to the 
issue. 

article info
	 The Star is mailed monthly to all Steiner Ranch residents. 
Residents, community groups, churches, etc. are welcome 
to include information about their organizations in the 
newsletter.   Personal news for the Stork Report, Teenage 
Job Seekers, recipes, special celebrations, and birthday 
announcements are also welcome.

	 To submit an article for The Star please email it to
thestar@peelinc.com.  The deadline is the 9th of the month 
prior to the issue.

urbanPainting
company

Steiner Ranch Resident
15 Yrs. Experience

512-745-0706
Erick Gerdeman

Trusted Member of the
Steiner Ranch BNI Referrals Group

Traditional Interior 
     & Exterior Repainting

Custom Striping
Faux Finishing







Custom 
Interior 

& Exterior 
Painting

Our goal as a painting company is to
continue providing reliable, affordable and a

superior quality painting service from the moment
you call until long after your project is complete.

We take great pride in our work - FREE Estimates.

Professional Lawn Care & Landscaping 
You Can Trust!

  Austin Detailers --part of the Better Business Bureau 
since 2003, with an A+ rating! When you hire our 
professional lawn care team, you’ll be assigned your 
own personal lawn care account manager; someone 
dedicated to your neighborhood; someone you’ll 
know on a first-name basis; and someone you can 
trust to take care of your lawncare and landscaping 
needs, 100% guaranteed.

  We’re a year round professional landscape 
management company, not just a “lawn service” 
or part time “lawn guy.” We offer a full range of 
lawncare and landscape management services, 
and we deliver with integrity and competence. We 
proactively manage your lawn, landscape, and 
sprinkler system so you can avoid unsightly or 
expensive problems down the road. 

Spring Specials:

Aerate your lawn only $99! Last chance to aerate 
your lawn this spring and save even more money. 
Ask about our “2-for-1 Neighbor Special” and get 
your lawn aerated for only $49, and your neighbors 
for only $50! Special ends June 30, 2009. 
Spring sprinkler inspection and reprogramming 
for only $29 (with advice on how to decrease your 
water bill).

•

•

Austin Detailers
A Lawn and Landscape 
Management Company

“We’re Ready For Your Phone Call”

(512) 249-0101
www.AustinDetailers.com David Hunsaker, 

Owner

You’re just one phone call away from a 
beautiful lawn and carefree weekends. 

Guaranteed!
Try our lawn care & landscape services for one 
month. --- If you’re not absolutely delighted with 
the results, we’ll refund 100% of your money.
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	 The Central Texas Chapter of the 
Leukemia & Lymphoma Society recently 
completed its annual Pennies for Patients 
fundraising campaign, bringing in over 
$220,000 this year to help find cures 
for cancer and provide help and hope to 
thousands of patients and their families.  
Overall the chapter had participation 
from more than 195,000 students in 316 
schools.
	 Students at Steiner Ranch Elementary 
of Leander ISD collected more than 
$12,200 during this year’s three-week 
Pennies for Patients campaign, ranking 
it for the fourth year in a row as the top 
school in the Central Texas Chapter’s 
46-county region.  SRE hosted a school-
wide celebration and check presentation 
on May 5, 2009, to commemorate its 
success.   Since 2004, SRE has raised 
nearly $35,000 for the cause through 
Pennies for Patients. 

	 The LLS School & Youth programs, 
Pennies for Patients and its sister program, 
Olive Garden’s Pasta for Pennies, and 
Hop for Leukemia and Lymphoma, are 
designed to teach children the value of 
community service in a fun way. Students 
spent three weeks during the 2008-2009 
school year contributing their spare 
change and allowance and organizing and 
participating in other special fundraising 
activities, such as bake sales, dog-walking, 
lemonade stands, hand-made art and 
jewelry sales, extra chores, and 
other innovative methods to raise 
money and raise awareness about 
blood cancers.  Top fundraising 
classrooms at SRE earned pizza 
parties and ice cream from Cups 
& Cones, Steiner Ranch’s local ice 
cream shop. Pictured right are SRE 
students Lauren Campbell & Ellie 
Seitzler at their lemonade stand.  

Loose Change Saves Lives
Local School Raises Over $12,000 through 

The Leukemia & Lymphoma Society’s
School & YouthSM Programs

Pictured above from left to right 
are Buddy B. Drop from the Central 
Texas Blood and Tissue Center; Shirley 
Bennett, Principal of SRE; Elizabeth 
Muenzler, Executive Director, LLS 
Central Texas Chapter; Noah Colbeck; 
Kevin Phillips and Doug Colbeck, 
leukemia survivors; Chandler Colbeck; 
Veronica Glass, LLS Pennies for Patients 
Program Coordinator; Kellie Lambert, 
SRE 4th-Grade Teacher; and Mrs. 
Lambert’s class, which raised over 
$2,000 during the campaign.

	 This year, SRE had a very personal 
connection with the cause.   Doug 
Colbeck, father of SRE 4th-grader 
Noah Colbeck [pictured on page 6], 
was diagnosed in the summer of 2006 
with a type of blood cancer called 
Chronic Lymphocytic Leukemia 
(CLL). This particular type of blood 
cancer is both aggressive and resistant 
to treatments. Doug has endured 
multiple chemo treatments, bone 

(Continued on Page 6)
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Around Steiner

marrow biopsy procedures, and an adult stem cell transplant which 
he just completed at MD Anderson in Houston.  He served as SRE’s 
Honored Hero for this campaign and plans to participate in SRE’s 
celebration on Tuesday., where the students will have an opportunity 
to meet him for the first time.   

	 Ironically, during the final week of this year’s fundraising 
campaign, the father of one of Noah’s classmates was diagnosed 
with non-Hodgkins lymphoma.  He is now receiving support and 
encouragement from an entire community whose awareness about 
blood cancers was raised by the tireless efforts of the students and 
staff of Steiner Ranch Elementary.    
	 “Once again, our teachers, students, and parents wholeheartedly 
supported this program,” said Nancy Phillips, volunteer coordinator 
for the SRE campaign. “We live in an amazing community.  I can’t 
describe how moved I’ve been by the stories I’ve heard about the 
generosity and compassion of our kids, their parents, and their 
teachers.  I set this year’s goal at only $8,000 because of the economy.  
We not only met our goal…we broke our own fundraising record of 
$10,000!”  Phillips’ husband, Kevin, now 47and current president 
of the local Leukemia & Lymphoma Society Board of Trustees, 
was diagnosed at the age of 37 with leukemia when their daughter, 
Riley, was one month old. He has been in remission for 10 years.  
He commented, “We have a lot to learn from these kids about 
generosity.”  
	 “Thanks to research and patient support, about 88% of children 
with acute leukemia are now cured,” said Elizabeth Muenzler, 
Executive Director of LLS’s Central Texas Chapter. “But there still 

Doug Colbeck, father of SRE 4th-grader Noah Colbeck

Pennies for Patients- (Continued from Page 5)

512-767-8839
(888) POOLTEK

Weekly/Monthly Cleanings
Equipment Repairs
Worry-Free Maintenance Programs
Pool Schools
Warranty Station for Raypak, Jandy, 

Ultra Pure, Del Ozone, Pentair

Fully Insured

C.P.O. (nspi.com) • Tech II (apsp.org)

Austin, TX 78732

(Continued on Page 7)
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Will Your House Stack 
Up to the Competition?

Call Angie Noeth
THE Steiner Ranch

Realty Sales Specialist
(512) 695-7025

www.agent-angie.com

Inventory is Rising...

805 Lakewood Hills805 Lakewood Hills

3136 Burks Lane3136 Burks Lane

is a long way to go. Leukemia affects more children than any other 
cancer.  Our  School & Youth  Programs provide a meaningful way 
for kids to help kids. Every penny really does make a difference.  
Once again, Steiner Ranch Elementary has gone above and beyond 
to do their part in giving. I’m amazed and extremely grateful for 
their enthusiastic participation.”
	 Since its inception in 1994, LLS School & Youth Programs have 
raised more than $150 million through participation by more than 
10 million elementary, middle and high school students throughout 
the country.
	 About The Leukemia & Lymphoma Society
The Leukemia & Lymphoma Society ® (LLS) is the world’s 
largest voluntary health agency dedicated to blood cancer. The 
LLS mission: Cure leukemia, lymphoma, Hodgkin’s disease and 
myeloma, and improve the quality of life of patients and their 
families. LLS funds lifesaving blood cancer research around the 
world and provides free information and support services.  
	 Founded in 1949 and headquartered in White Plains, NY, LLS 
has chapters throughout the United States and Canada. To learn 
more, visit www.LLS.org or contact the Information Resource 
Center at (800) 955-4572, Monday through Friday, 9 a.m. to 6 
p.m. ET.

Bee Cave Baptist Church 
announces

Vacation Bible School

JULY 6TH through 10th 
6:00PM TILL 8:30PM 

Cost: Free 

To register or find more info 
go to 

www.beecavebaptist.com
or email:                         

BeeCaveBaptist@gmail.com

Location: 132 22  H yw  71, 

Bee Cave, TX 87 738.        

(At the intersection of   

ywH  71 and 620) 

Sunday Worship 
Services at 
10:45a.m.

Sunday School  at 
9:45a.m.

Pennies for Patients- (Continued from Page 6)
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Steiner Ranch 
Family

Steiner Ranch 
Family

Nicholas Morales, a 5th grader, who attends LWBE here in Steiner Ranch, recently 
was hospitalized due to multiple epileptic seizures. While in hospital he suffered a rare 
allergic reaction, was in a coma for nearly a week, and in ICU at Dell Children’s Hospital 
for nearly 3 weeks. The community came together to help the family with their extensive 
medical bills - which will be on-going for some time to come - by donating and taking 
part in a community-wide garage sale on April 18th on the grounds of LWBE. Over 
$2,000 was raised. The school is also doing a coin drive of their own. 
Although Nicholas is now home, the family has a long, hard 
road ahead of them; as Nicholas will need many different 
kinds of therapy in order for him to get through this. 
If you missed the garage sale, but would like to give a 
monetary donation to help this family - who reside 
in our own community and are very much in need 
of our support -  you can send a check made out 
to Richard Morales; c/o Tamara Crooks, 12724 
Appaloosa Chase Drive, Austin 78732. Thank 
you for helping one of our own very special 
families, who is going through an unbelievably 
tough time. 
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Steiner Ranch 
Family
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Around Steiner
Pack 203 Tiger Cubs

Submitted by Deric Spindler

	 Pack 203 Tiger Cubs working 
to earn their citizenship belt loops 
picked up trash that accumulates in 
some of the green spaces.  As part 
of their study of good citizenship, 
these cub scouts learned how being 
part of a community means that 
we have a responsibility to help 
address problems, and not assume that 
someone else will fix them.  Collecting 
trash was just one the activities these 
cubs identified as things they could do 
to help their community..
From left to right: Sam Garcia, 
Ethan Spindler, Jake LaBarbiera, 
Tess LaBarbiera, Patrick O’Connor, 
(in foreground is Sam’s brother).

Amy Oehler
Manager/Senior Loan Officer

TX License # 55506
Purchase - Construction - Refinance - Home Equity

Direct: 512-733-3210
Fax: 512-857-1295
E-mail: amy@Lending360.net

www.Lending360.net
Steiner Ranch Resident

Looking 
out for 

your BEST 
interest for 
18 years
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www.lakewaypetnanny.com

•  Family Owned 
•  References 
•  Insured & Bonded 

Free Consultation 

Big and Small
We Take Care of Them All!

Serving Lakeway, The Hills, Flintrock, Alta Vista, Bee Cave and Steiner Ranch.

June 1st – Rachel Campbell
June 8th – Amber McNeal

Send your Birthday 
announcements to 

thestar@peelinc.comMark Your Calendar for the 
Annual 4th of July Parade

When: July 4th, 9:00am
Where: John Simpson Park

WCID #17
Mandatory Watering

Schedule Started May 1st
	 Stage 1 – Mild Water Shortage Conditions Watering Schedule 
– 2-Day per week:

ODD Numbered address must water on Wednesdays 
and Saturdays.
EVEN Numbered address must water on Thursdays 
and Sundays.

	 For more information on WCID #17’s Water Conservation visit 
www.wcid17.org

•

•

Michelle Lasher - Owner
hair design + color specialist

Redken + Pureology specialist

2909 FM 620 North • Suite 104 • Lakeway
(512) 626-6061 • www.salonplatinumaustin.com

Haircuts to suit your bone structure,
color to enhance your skin
and accentuate your eyes.

Salon Stimulus:
Select Services

at Half the Price!

Online Appointment Requests Available!
Check Out Website for More Great Specials!

Salon

www.SalonPlatinumAustin.com
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Around Steiner
Nominate Your Favorite Yard for

The Star Yard Of The Month
 	 Do you know a 
neighbor who takes 
excellent care of 
their property or a 
neighbor who has 
added something 
new to their yard?  
	 It  could be as 
simple as a neighbor 
whose grass is green 
all year round.
	 Nominate them 
emailing the address 
to thestar@PEELinc.
com.  Please include 
a photo if possible.

Athena
Pools

Athena Pools’ approach to building a pool is simple:

Athena Pools
Located in Steiner Ranch

www.athenapools.com
(512) 914-0554

reflections of style

Be honest and have integrity 
Design and build a quality pool

Build a pool on time and according to schedule 
Guarantee our workmanship

Congratulations to The Star Yard of The Month for May!
12600 Uvalde Creek Drive
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Steiner Ranchers
Are Fighting Again…

Fighting Cancer, That Is!
Submitted by Kirsten Mulligan

	 Many Steiner Ranchers will start their summer by cycling 70 
miles from Cedar Park to Lampasas, joining the Sense Corp Texas 
4000 team in their fight against cancer. Texas 4000 for Cancer is the 
longest charity ride in the world…and it starts right here in Austin 
with the ATLAS Ride!
	 On Saturday, June 6, at 8:00 a.m. the Texas 4000 team will start 
their 4500-mile, 70-day cycling journey from Austin, Texas to 
Anchorage, Alaska—sharing Hope, Knowledge, and Charity along 
their way. Texas 4000 is an organization consisting of fifty passionate, 
young individuals, the majority being University of Texas students, 
whose lives have been touched by cancer. The organization has raised 
over $1,411,250.00 benefitting The MD Anderson Cancer Center, 
The Children’s Cancer Hospital, and The American Cancer Society 
in the last six years. Our goal is to raise over $350,000.00 this year 
alone. 
	 Steiner Ranchers have been involved at every level of the 
organization from the ATLAS Ride director to committee 
chairpersons to volunteers showing up on the day of the ride. We also 
have Steiner cyclists of every skill level registering to ride including 
first time cyclists and seasoned, competitive cyclists. 
	 Nathasha Collmann and Kirsten Mulligan, along with other area 
community members, lead the planning committee for the ATLAS 
Ride—the first day of the Texas 4000—which rides the 70 miles 
from Cedar Park to Lampasas. “We each dedicate our ride honoring 
a friend, a neighbor, a survivor, or a fighter,” Mulligan says, “We ride 
for those who can’t.”
	 “The Steiner Ranch community plays a huge role in this event,” 
Collmann says, “We all have friends and family that have been 
diagnosed with cancer, many of whom go to UT’s MD Anderson 
Cancer Center for treatment.” For more information, visit www.
atlasride.org or www.texas4000.org.

10500 Jollyville Road . Austin, TX . 78759 
www.ghbc.org  |  512.343.7763

Great Hills
Baptist Church

Summer Activities

Vacation Bible School | June 15-19

Going Beyond - Women’s Conference 
with Priscilla Shirer | June 26-27

Patriotic Celebration - Both Sunday Services
June 28

Children’s Fine Art Workshop | July 6-10

Veggie Tales Day Camp | July 27-31

Middle / High School Camps at 
Baylor University | July 27-31

Celebrate Recovery | Mondays, 7 pm,
2nd �oor of building A

Regular Sunday Schedule:

9:30 & 11 am
Bible Life Groups for all ages

9:30 am
Celebration - Connection 
Worship Choir & Orchestra

11:00 am
Life - Connection 
Worship Band

10500 Jollyville Road . Austin, TX . 78759  |  www.ghbc.org  |  512.343.7763
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Around Steiner
Cedar Park Swimming Finishes 2008-2009

Short Course Strong
Submitted by Rob Alspaugh

	 Cedar Park Swimming finished up the 
Short Course season with a bang.
	 There were 27 Team and Personal Records 
set by 12 different swimmers:
Jaide Castle50-Back
Jay Lenner – 100-Free
Josh Artmann – 50-Back, 100-Back, 100-
Fly
Sheena Wang – 50-Free
Amanda Wu – 50-Breast, 100-Breast, 50 Fly, 
100-Fly, 100-IM and 200-IM
Chris Flynn (Steiner Ranch) – 50-Free
Travis Beall – 200-Fly
Mackenzie Alspaugh – 100-Fly
Megan Ziemann – 100-Free, 100-Back, 200-
Back, 100-Fly
Kelli McGee – 200-IM
Brent Aarons – 200-Free, 500-Free, 1000-
Free, 1650-Free, 200-Back

Tom Gerken (Steiner Ranch) – 100-Breast, 
200-Breast

Junior Olympics: 13-Swimmers qualified
26-Gold, 12-Silver, 6-Bronze, 8-4th place, 
and 3 Top-5 finishes

South Texas Age Group Swim: 
34-Total Swimmers qualified. 5-Champions, 
5-Silver, 9-Bronze, 7-4th, 8-5th, 11-6th, 4-
7th, 3-8th, 4-Relays finishing top 2, Fielded 
12-Relays

Texas Age Group Swim:  12-Swimmers 
qualified. Qualifying for finals in 11-events 
to include 3-Relays.  Congratulations to Josh 
Artmann for taking two 2nd place finishes 
in the back stroke.

High School State:  Brent Aarons, Ben 
Wiese both qualified for the Texas State High 
School Meet.   Ben Wiese was part of the 

5th place McNeil 200-Freestyle Relay team.   
Brent Aarons placed 10th in the State in the 
500-Freestyle, and 9th in the 200-Freestyle 
Relay.
	 Swimmers receiving recognition and being 
named to the Texas All-State Team include 
Brent Aarons who placed 20th in the state 
in the 200-Freestyle, and 12th in the state 
for the 500 Freestyle.   Megan Ziemann 
placed 17th in the state in the 200-Medley 
Relay, 20th in the 100-Back, and 20th in the 
400-Freestyle.  Ben Wiese placed 6th in the 
state in the 200- Freestyle Relay.  Mackenzie 
Alspaugh placed 18th in the state in the 100-
Fly, and 22nd in the state in the 100-Back.
	 Swimmers competing in Sectionals and all 
making the cut to swim finals include Brent 
Aarons, Tom Gerken and Megan Ziemann

BACKYARD
SUPERSTORE

Your

Outdoor Kitchen
Packages

GRILLS • SMOKERS
ACCESSORIES • GIFTS 

PATIO FURNITURE
GAS LOGS • FIREPITS

6715 Ranch Road 620 North    1/4 mile south of 2222 on RR 620
bbqoutfitters.com 512-347-1988

BBQ Outfitters is Proud to be Locally Owned

$100 OFF
on all purchases over $1000

Coupon must be presented at time of purchase. 
Cannot be combined with any other offer, clearance, 
or discount. Expires 12-15-09 

$50 OFF
on all purchases over $500

Coupon must be presented at time of purchase. 
Cannot be combined with any other offer, clearance, 
or discount. Expires 12-15-09 

Starting at

$1500
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Steiner Stars Swim Team Schedule
2009 Red Team Swim Schedule
June
  6th -	HOME Swim Meet with Forest North Stingrays at Bella Mar 

Pool
  9th -	First day of morning practice
10th -	Mini Golf at Daybreak
13th -	AWAY Swim Meet with Round Rock Dolphins at Round 

Rock Pool
13th -	Adult Social at Bella Mar Overlook - BYOB, no glass please
17th -	Cookie Decorating
20th -	HOME Swim Meet with Georgetown Aquadillos at Bella 

Mar Pool
22nd -	Tubing in San Marcos
27th -	HOME Swim Meet with Cedar Park Typhoons at Bella Mar 

Pool
29th -	Round Rock Express Game - Swim Team Night
July
  1st -	 Main Event Bowling
  4th  -	AWAY Last Swim Meet with Anderson Mill Barracudas at 

Anderson Mill

  8th -	Alamo Draft House Afternoon Movie
11th -	HOME Divisionals at Bella Mar Pool
12th -	Invitationals at the UT Campus Pool
13th -	Red/Blue End-of-Season Celebration from 5-8 p.m.

2009 Blue Team Swim Schedule
June
  8th -	First day of practice
  9th -	Mini Golf at Day Break
13th -	Adult Social at Bella Mar Overlook - BYOB, no glass please
16th -	Time Trial Meet
16th -	Cookie Decorating
25th -	Swim Meet
26th -	Tubing in San Marcos
29th -	Round Rock Express Game - Swim Team Night
30th -	Main Event Bowling
July
  2nd -	Swim Meet
  7th -	Alamo Draft House Afternoon Movie
  9th -	Swim Meet
13th -	Red/Blue End-of-Season Celebration from 5-8 p.m.

Mother’s Day Out

Now Enrolling – Fall 2009
Summit Christian Academy 

Mother’s Day Out
Children ages 2 - 4

Tuesday & Thursday
9:30am - 1:30pm

Limited Space
www.summiteagles.org
“Academics” tab / MDO

  Located at St. Luke’s on the Lake
(across from Steiner Ranch on 620 N)

Mr.Cool
QUICKEST service for established customers

so schedule your check-up TODAY!
• Expert, Personal Service from Mr. Cool himself

• An Austin Energy Participating Contractor
• See my reviews at Yelp.com

M: (512) 445-0412
TACLB013299C

 
 

 

!yek si ecnanetniam evitatneverP

 gninaelc doog a deen tsuj stinu tsoM

.ylreporp dellatsni eb ton yam ro

 egamad retaw yltsoc diovA

.skael ot eud

$2500
Complete Service Call 

and Check-up! 
No Bull!

($65.00 Value)
*expires 06/30/09

High Utility Bills?Not comfortable?
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Around Steiner
Travis County Sheriff Report

Steiner Ranch Vehicle Burglaries are Occurring in Your Area
	 In April 2009, there were 12 burglary of vehicles in the Steiner 
Ranch area.   For the most part, the burglars have either broken 
out windows or door locks in order to enter the vehicles and steal 
property.  In some instances, doors were left unlocked.  In a majority 
of the cases the victims had left valuable property in their vehicles 
within plain view. Stolen items include items such as purses, GPS 
systems, ipods, and laptop computers.
	 Burglars generally look for easy targets. Please do not leave items 
such as these in your vehicle.
 DON’T BE A VICTIM - SECURE YOUR VEHICLES AND 
VALUABLES - DON’T LEAVE ANYTHING IN YOUR 
VEHICLE THAT COULD BE STOLEN
 	 In order to reduce the likelihood of being a victim, you should 
take the following precautions:
1.	Lock your vehicle at all times.
2.	Do not leave any valuable property in your vehicle. Burglars will 
generally not take the risk unless they know they will be able to 
quickly grab valuable items.

3.	If you must leave items in your vehicle, be certain that they are not 
in view from outside the vehicle. Also conceal phone/GPS chargers 
and GPS suction cups that may be attached to your windshield.
4.	Make an inventory list of all valuables. Include brand, model, serial 
number, any owner applied number, or any identifying markings 
(ie-scratches, markings).
5.	Photograph your valuable items. Include close-up pictures of serial 
numbers and identifying marks.
6.	Be aware of your surroundings. Don’t hesitate to call 9-1-1 for any 
“in-progress” suspicious activity. You can also call TCSO dispatch 
non-emergency # at 974-0845 to report any prior suspicious 
activity.
 IF YOU SEE ANY SUSPICIOUS ACTIVITY, DON’T TAKE 
MATTERS INTO YOUR OWN HANDS, CALL 9-1-1 
IMMEDIATELY AND GIVE THE DISPATCHER THE BEST 
DESCRIPTION OF THE SUSPECT OR SUSPECT VEHICLE 
(LICENSE PLATE NUMBER IF YOU CAN GET IT SAFELY)

Is your computer showIng
sIgns of old age?

Tek-Chic Systems can make your computer run like NEW
or better for less than half the cost of a new computer!

All without the loss of any of your important documents.

 Call Laurie Scott with Tek-Chic Systems

512-983-8470

Laurie Scott
512-983-8470
Laurie@Tek-Chic.com
www.Tek-Chic.com

Home Network & Internet Security
Inexpensive Backup Solutions
Data Recovery / Damaged Disks
Free Pickup and Drop-Off

•
•
•
•

“Because Everybody Needs a Geek in Their Life”

We specialize in:

Call today for a FREE ESTIMATE!
Just ask for Rick

(512) 785-1212
rhinnant@austin.rr.com

Locally Owned - Excellent Customer Service - Experienced/Reliable
Satisfaction Guaranteed - Reasonably Priced

• Landscape Design & Install

• Professional Lawn Maintenance

• All types of Masonry Work

• Handy Man Services

June is the time for:
• Sprinkler Installation

• Organic Fertilization Programs
• Composting/Mulching, Weeding Beds

• All Trimming/Property Clean up
• Sodding

• Summer Annuals
• All Landscaping

Enjoy your beautiful property this year!

We currently handle many properties in Austin and Cedar Park & would love to serve you!
Let us know how to best earn your business.

--References Available --

SUMMER IS HERE! Increase your property value today!

(Continued on Page 17)
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 	 If you have not already signed up for 
Citizen Observer, please sign up for Alerts 
from the Travis county Sheriff ’s Office at  
www.citizenobserver.com.  It is a free service 
and you will get alerts from Travis County 
Sheriff ’s Office of crime trends that may be 
taking place in your neighborhoods.
	 If you have any information in reference 
to the recent break-ins, please feel free to 
contact me.
 DETECTIVE JOHN LOUGHRAN
C R I M I N A L  I N V E S T I G AT I O N 
DIVISION
TRAVIS COUNTY SHERIFF’S OFFICE
WEST COMMAND
OFC-512-854-4310 
FAX-512-854-9774
john.loughran@co.travis.tx.us

CallJason
Do You HATE your house?

(512)215.4797

I hated my house too,until I called Jason
I can’t take it,

I hate my house!

AMAZING

REMODELS!
HONEST!

exceptional

Quality
Experienced

AN
D

Check Out Our Video at www.premierpartnershomes.com

Travis County Sheriff Report -
(Continued from Page 16) SPEEDING IN STEINER RANCH

PARKING ON THE STREET
	 Most homeowners have some space in their garage reserved for storage – in 
some cases most of the garage, thereby not leaving enough room for their vehicles.  
Consequently, many owners park their vehicles on the street making it difficult for 
others to pass and creating hazardous conditions for the children.
	 Although we’re all anxious to get home to be with our families, speeding and 
reckless driving is against the law and endangers everyone. Steiner Ranch is a family 
oriented community with many children; for that reason before you speed or park 
on the street, please consider their well-being. Also, children playing in the street 
can unknowingly create a dangerous situation, especially on heavily traveled streets; 
the driver may not see the child, especially in the evening or after dark.
	 We all know that children have a tendency to move about impulsively and may 
inadvertently run into the street.  Please don’t let a tragedy happen before parking 
your vehicle off the street or obeying the speed limit.  For the benefit of all the 
residents and children, and the overall appearance of your neighborhood, please do 
not park on the street.  Make accommodations in your garage or driveway for your 
vehicles and keep your streets clear and safe for all and please, DO NOT SPEED 
IN STEINER RANCH.
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(Continued on Page 19)

Steiner Ranch History Corner
Submitted by Rich Keith

	 Colorful characters abound in the world of the Steiners in years 
gone by.  One such person is M.H. Henry, a cowboy artist with 60 
years of association with the family.  He was able to translate years 
of rodeo and riding to canvas with his paintbrush. 
	 M.H. Henry — known to family and friends as just plain “H” — is 
86 today and he’s not fancy.  His boots are off-brand, his Wranglers 
are held up by plain, black suspenders and his twisted back and sore 
knees come courtesy of too many rodeo rides. His friends call him 
just plain “H” and yes, H has his share of those giant belt buckles 
for rodeo wins. That’s about it, though, as far as material wealth. 
“I’ve got two saddles, one blanket, a couple of bridles and that old 
‘84 van,” he says. 
	 But this pure-bred cowboy still has tricks, even though he hasn’t 
ridden a bull since he was 61 and his home has been his van the past 
few years. For the time, he’s staying with his niece in Liberty Hill.  
But H has had his first art show in Austin recently.
	 Henry’s talent is bringing the Old West back to life through the 
inspired artwork he’s been producing since he was a kid in the hills 
of Burnet County, where he made his first drawings by carving into 
a creek sandbar with a stick. 

	 “I used to get in trouble for that,” Henry says. “It’d make my dad 
mad. He said anybody who drawed or played the fiddle wasn’t worth 
their salt.” 
	 Henry kept at it, though, picking up the stubs of cedar pencils 
that others discarded during the Depression. His family were migrant 
sharecroppers.  Memories and childhood stories still spill from his 
long, slender fingers to the canvas. One idea for a future painting 
is his parents’ unusual marriage. Henry’s mother was so bashful she 
wouldn’t get out of the carriage on her wedding day. So, the preacher 
came to her perch and married the young couple right there, the 
bride inside the buggy and the groom standing beside it. 
	 Henry would find time between the dawn-to-dark chores to draw. 
He started with ranch brands and animals, but realized his work drew 
more attention if it showed people and their activities. “I drawed on 
barn walls, planks and everything I could get ahold of,” he says. 
	 The boy was transported by the colorful tales he heard from his 
grandfather, who drove cattle up the Chisholm Trail in the late 1800s. 
Images of the danger and drudgery of those trail rides have danced 
in his head for 80 years, inspiring much of the art he paints today. 

limit one per family

Locally Owned & Operated 
Since 1999!

Call Me First!

Tosca Gruber
∙ Austin Business Journal
  Top Producer
∙ President’s Elite Team
∙ Top Team Westlake Office
∙ Top Team Company Wide

C: (512)789-LAKE • F: (512) 263-5416
sellingaustin@hotmail.com • www.calltosca.com



Copyright © 2009 Peel, Inc.	 The Star - June 2009     19

Steiner Ranch History Corner - (Continued from Page 18)

	 In 2004, Henry was inducted into the Texas Rodeo Cowboy Hall 
of Fame, in part because of his artistic talents. He was honored for 
being a journeyman cowboy, as skilled in the rodeo arena as on a 
ranch breaking horses or herding cattle. 
	 Perhaps the best known of Henry’s art has been on display in 
Austin for 60 years. In the late 1940s, Henry designed and helped 
build the 17-foot tall cowboy boot sign hanging in front of the old 
Capitol Saddlery store, the boot and saddle shop opened by the late, 
legendary cowboy T.C. “Buck” Steiner at 1614 Lavaca St. 
	 Henry served in the Pacific in World War II.  In the 1950s, Henry 
began a 15-year tenure as one of Steiner’s full-time workers. Steiner 
encouraged Henry’s artistic talent and paid him to paint store 
windows with advertising when Steiner brought a rodeo to a new 
town. 
	 Steiner bought Henry a set of bottled watercolors and paintbrushes 
at Woolworth’s in San Angelo so Henry could paint the windows for 
the first time in the town of Ballinger for a rodeo. 
	 Steiner hovered close by as Henry painted bucking horses and 
wild-eyed bulls on shop windows on the courthouse square. He made 
Henry load the window signs with lots of colors, and the merchants 
paid Henry $200.  “He was hard to work for,” Henry says, “but the 
pay was good.”   Source: Adapted from an article by D.Gamino, 
Austin Statesman, Feb. 12, 2008.  For more information contact 
RKeith@Primerica.com Rich Keith (512) 632-0162.

satisfaction guaranteedfree estimates

water pressure problems
fiber optic drain line inspectionssewer & drain service

Steve Brougher
276-7476

1106 West Koenig Lane

STEVE’S
PLUMBING

REPAIR

Master License: M-11465

Lakeway Pediatric Associates

-  Friendly, personalized and professional pediatric care.
-  School and camp physicals, sick and well child exams for 

your children from birth through late adolescence.
- Board certified physician.
- Accepting new patients and contracted with most insurances.

Shubha Adeni MD; FAAP
900 RR 620 South, Suite C 201, Lakeway, Texas 78734

Phone: 512 -328-2266 Office Hours: Monday – Friday 9 AM to 5 PM

Come meet the doctor 

for a no charge, no 

obligation visit.

Call 512 -328-2266 to 

schedule an appt.

4207 River Place Boulevard    
Austin, Texas 78730 

Phone: 512.346.1114 
Fax: 512.346.0527 

www.riverplaceclub.com

Golf ,  Tennis ,  Fitness ,  
Social  & Dining

 COME SEE EVERYTHING 
MEMBERSHIP HAS 

TO OFFER…

Join the Fun During our 10 Weeks of Camp!
Camps are Offered June thru August

Our Programs include:

WHAT WILL YOUR KIDS 
DO THIS SUMMER? 

Please call Raquel Hebben, the Membership Director if you 
would like to Receive Information Regarding 

Membership or Summer Camps!

• Sports Camp
• Tot Camp
• Group & Private Swim Lessons
• Golf & Tennis Camps

• Tap
• Ballet
• Hip Hop
• Karate

*Membership is Not Required to Attend Camps!
Visit us online to view our 2009 Summer Programs!
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WATER DISTRICT 17
WATERFEST A DAY OF FUN, EDUCATION

Submitted by Travis County WC & ID 17 - Article written by Debbie Gernes
Photos courtesy of Gernes, Field and Logan

	 In celebration of WCID 17’s 50th Anniversary, hundreds of people 
turned out to attend the District 17’s annual WaterFest on Saturday at 
the Hudson Bend Middle School.   Attendees were treated to a variety 
of educational and fun activities as well as some delicious barbecue 
from Rudy’s and great music from the Matt Dunham Band.
	 Water District 17   staff and board members were on hand to 
provide presentations and hands on activities to demonstrate where 
our drinking water comes from, how it is treated, and how best 
to conserve this precious resource.  Water exhibits included scale 
models of the Eck Lane membrane microfiltration treatment plant, 
a demonstration of water testing as well as a taste test.  An interactive 
computer program showed how various water pumping stations 
communicate and allowed participants to become a “virtual water 
operator” for a few minutes and practice keeping tanks full ahead 
of demand.  Wastewater operators demonstrated the biological 
treatment process with photo posters and a look at beneficial bacteria 
through microscopes.  Many customers also took advantage of the 
guided tours of the water and wastewater plants for a first hand look 
at the treatment centers. 
	 The LCRA Water IQ team exhibit focused on water conservation, 
and one lucky customer won a wagonload of lawn care and 
conservation prizes.  Demonstrations on topics such as detecting 
leaks, minimizing water waste, and maintaining efficient sprinkler 
systems helped customers to better understand and operate their 
outdoor irrigation systems.

	 Children were introduced to District 17’s mascot, “Squirt,” a 
fleet of heavy equipment, and had a fine time climbing onto a 
backhoe, rock saw and bobcat in their new orange vests and hardhats. 
They fished for toys in the “fish pond” and answered questions at 
several exhibits to earn prizes.  Many people were fascinated by the 
wastewater collection department’s “visible manhole” display which 
showed how the inside of wastewater lines can be examined by using 
a remotely controlled camera visible through the plexiglas “pipes”.
	 Lake Travis Fire Rescue’s Safety House display and fire engine were 
there to provide fire and general safety information, while the Travis 
County Sheriff ’s Department provided free vehicle etching to help 
deter one’s auto from being stolen for parts. One parent upon exiting 
the Safety House said, “I really learned some things in there about 
how to handle a home fire situation with my family should such an 
unfortunate thing happen to us.”  The Hudson Bend Garden Club 
disseminated valuable information on native plants and xeriscaping 
for water conservation, with an array of attractive, drought tolerant 
plants given away as door prizes.
	 WaterFest is an annual event sponsored by Water District 17 at 
no cost to customers. The goal of the festival is to promote hands on 
public education about water issues in the Lake Travis area.  Please 
join WCID17 in extending a warm thank you and support of our 
local businesses, listed in another article, that helped make this year’s 
WaterFest a huge success.
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87.SOLAR.NRG (877.652.7674) | www.solarcommunity.net

By combining the new Federal Tax Credit with local incentives and our 

Steiner Ranch “Neighborhood Solar Program,” it has never been more 

affordable to go solar. Contact us to see how purchasing solar with your 

neighbors is good for your wallet and good for the planet. 

WHY GO SOLAR? 
Up to $50,000.00 in city rebates•	
25+ years of savings•	
Energy independence•	
Tax free ROI•	
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LEANDER ISD

Aqua-Tots Swim Schools

(512) 336-8687
www.aqua-tots.com

Lessons For Life
Private and group classes starting weekly!
•Small Classes
•Convenient Locations
•Indoor and Outdoor Pools

REGISTERTODAY!

Laura Bush & River Ridge Elementary
Order your 2009-2010 School Supplies Online NOW!

1.  Go to www.epipacks.com
2.  Enter the School ID 

If your child will be attending Laura Bush, enter School ID BUS021 
If your child will be attending River Ridge, enter School ID RIV073 

3.  Follow the directions to complete your order.
4.  Over the summer, check out the school website for distribution details.
Questions?  Please contact Lynn Cronin at cronintx@sbcglobal.net

•
•

LISD School Board of 
Trustees Elections

Don Hisle Re-Elected,
Lisa Mallory Elected to Place 1

	 Incumbent Don Hisle was reelected Place 2 on the Leander ISD 
Board of Trustees, while Lisa Mallory was the top vote getter in 
Place 1 in the Saturday, May 9, election. Both will serve three-year 
terms.
	 Mallory will replace Don McCall who chose not to seek re-
election.
	 The final vote, tallied by Travis and Williamson election officials 
was:

Spanish Summer Camp for 
Elementary Students

	 Students will be immersed in the Spanish language for three fun-
filled hours!  Students will learn basic Spanish through games, songs, 
plays, food, dance, and cultural arts and crafts taught by Leander 
ISD Certified Spanish teachers.

June 15-18 and July 6-9 ($50 per session) 
Morning Session (8:30-11:30) and Afternoon Session (1:00-4:00) 
Classes divided into K-2 and Grades 3-5.
Each session limited to 20 students per section

All needed supplies and snacks will be provided. 
Location: Deer Creek Elementary (Must provide own 
transportation)
2420 Zeppelin Dr., Cedar Park, TX 78613

 	 To register, go to LISD website and click on Summer School and 
Academic Camps. 
	 Contact Eva Guardiola at eva.guardiola@leanderisd.org for more 
information.

Place 1 (All Precincts Reporting)
Dustin J. Weibel........................... 814...............26%
James Spires.................................. 860...............28%
Lisa Mallory................................. 1,410............46%

 Place 2 (All Precincts Reporting)
Nacole McDonald Thompson...... 825...............27%
Don Hisle.................................... 1,520............49%
Nathan Deckinga......................... 728...............24%

Deadline for all orders is Friday, June 19th!
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Vandergrift High School

	 It continues to be an exciting and busy time as we get ready to open 
the doors of Vandegrift High School at the Four Points campus on 
August 24th. I’m pleased to announce that we are on schedule and 
anticipate a smooth transition to our temporary home. The floors at 
Four Points are being waxed and the construction is starting to clear 
out. As for the Vandegrift site, the new turf has been placed on the 
stadium field and the exterior walls and roof of the first phase of the 
VHS construction is now clearly visible. It is exciting to see the new 
Viper band hall and classroom wings taking shape, and it will be fun 
for the students to watch the evolution of their future high school 
throughout next year. 
	 Aside from the construction progress, I’m also excited to share that 
we are nearing the completion of the building our new faculty, too. 
I’m pleased to share that we have assembled an extraordinary team of 
teachers, coaches, directors and staff for next year. In every position, 
and at every level, we have sought out people who have a passion and 

Dear Viper Students and Parents,
excitement for learning. I can assure you that every member of our 
staff is committed to making next year the best it can be for your 
child.
	 In an effort to keep our future students and parents informed, we 
have put together another installment of our Vandegrift bulletin.  
Please visit the following link if you would like to read information 
concerning Vandegrift High School: http://nse.leanderisd.org/
docs/139-VHSUpdate5-11-09.pdf
	 The following are some of the topics/information contained in the 
bulletin:
•	 Staffing and coach updates
•	 1st Annual Meet the Coach BBQ
•	 Athletic Booster Meeting
•	 Vandegrift Summer Camp Information
•	 Vandegrift Orientation Dates
Thank You!

n 
 n 
 n 

n 
 n 

Opening Fall, 2009
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Steiner TechNet Wants You!
Submitted by David Dyke

	 If you work in technology and live in Steiner Ranch, we have a 
new community for you. This includes a quarterly social mixer in 
Steiner with opportunities to meet new neighbors, discuss business 
issues, find job opportunities and share best practice ideas, etc.
	 For more information, email David Dyke at david@austin-
technet.com and join Linkedin Groups Steiner TechNet.

Steiner With Out Kids Social 
Group (SWOK)
Submitted by Paula Kaisner

 	 Did you know there is a social group in Steiner called Steiner 
w/o Kids (SWOK).  We have been established since January 2006 
and have had many couples join who’ve made new friendships.  
Whether you’ve never had kids or you have grown children you 
are welcome to join this fun social group.  We get together once 
a month at someone’s home in Steiner for food and drinks along 
with making new friends and/or enjoying old friends!  It’s a great 
way to meet other couples and form new relationships with people 
who also don’t have children at home.  For more information please 
email Paula Kaisner at paula@kaisner.org

COMMUNITY GROUPS
 WAYS TO BECOME INVOLVED IN STEINER RANCH

Pack 203
Welcome all Steiner Ranch Boys!!

Grades 1st–5th

	 Do you know what Cub Scouts and Scouting is all about?  Pack 
203 at LWBE does fun things with fellow scouting friends every 
month? We get together as a PACK to wear our cool uniforms, show 
off our scout spirit, and participate in exciting scouting activities. 
As a cub scout, you will get to go camping with your family, shoot 
BB guns, sleep over on a real Naval Aircraft Carrier and do archery! 
We play all kinds of sports and build cool race cars and spaceships 
to race. Do you want to learn the secret scouting code and earn 
really cool patches? Do you want to learn more about nature and 
your community? Then, come find out how enriching being a Cub 
Scout can be! 

Contact Kim Skelton for more information at nelson2930@austin.
rr.com

Girl Scout Registration is Open
Submitted by Carmen Tucker

	 Girl Scouts of Central Texas registration is open year-round to 
girls in grades K-12. Now is the perfect time to register in order 
to take advantage of summer experiences like overnight camp, 
robotics day camp, backpacking trips and more. Registration is 
$10 per year and girls can choose to join a troop or participate as 
individuals.
	 Girl Scouting builds girls of courage, confidence and character, 
who make the world a better place. Through fun, informal and 
educational experiences girls can discover their potential, connect 
with others and take action to make the world a better place. Girl 
Scouts provides a wide variety of experiences for interests such as 
the arts, science, technology, nature, athletics, community service, 
health, leadership and more. To learn more or to register, contact 
Carmen Tucker at CarmenT@gsctx.org or (512) 490-2360. 
Discover Girl Scouts online at www.gsctx.org. 

address: 1008 Ranch Road 620 South, Suite 201, Lakeway, TX 78734

phone:402-9996

 Dr. Reza Arzegar, D.D.S. is a 
Board Certified Pediatric Dentist 

and a Diplomate of the 
American Academy 

of Pediatric Dentistry.

grand Opening!Meet the Dentist!

(located at the entrance to Lakeway in the American Bank Building)

nOw OpeN! Call today to schedule your summer appointment

Don’t miss our 
Grand Opening Celebration, 

June 13 from 11am to 2pm.
Come and enjoy family fun 

and tour our new, exciting &
state-of-the-art dental office!

www.laketravispediatricdentistry.com

Lake Travis Pediatric Dentistry
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Join now & get the 
summer for FREE!* 

 
 

Hurry!   
The sooner you join,  

the more free time  
you have! 

 

SUMMER 
FO

R
 

FREE! 
at Wild Basin Fitness 

www.WildBasinFitness.com 
266-6161 

 
*Up to 90 days free 
with the purchase of a 
12 month membership.  
Regular initiation fees 
apply.  Valid on new 
memberships only.  
Monthly membership 
fees begin in 90 days 
or on 9/1/09, which-
ever comes first. 
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Business Section

	 Are you looking to grow your business 
in 2009?  If so, you might be interested in 
a few of the business networking groups in 
the area.  There are a few to choose from:
Steiner Ranch Referrals BNI Group
	 Meetings are on Thursday mornings 
from 8:00 to 9:30 at Thai Harmony in 
Steiner Ranch.  Visitors are welcome!   If 
you are interested in visiting a meeting 
please contact Mark Taylor at marktaylor@
actioncoach.com for more information or 
visit www.BNIAustin.com.
Four Points BNI
	 Meetings are on Wednesday at lunch 
from 11:30 to 1:00 at the River Place 
Country Club.  Visitors are welcome!  If you 
are interested in visiting a meeting please 
contact Amy Oehler at Amy@Lending360.
net or visit www.BNIAustin.com.

Three Business Networking Groups
in the Area

A Business Referral Group Made Fun
	 Networking Northwest Austin is expanding 
its member base of businesses in our area.  
NWNWA members build close business 
and personal relationships.  We believe in 
business by referrals and having a limited 
member base (not duplicating professions), 
so you will not see your competitors here. 
We have a caring, positive, involved group 
of people who not only wish to build their 
business, but also want to build the strength 
of our networking group.  NWNWA meets 
on the 2nd and 4th Tuesday at Waterloo 
Ice House, 360 & FM 2222 from 7:00 am 
– 8:30am.  And a fun happy hour once per 
month at a beautiful location.   Come to 
a breakfast or call Dorothy Scarborough 
– President dscarborough5@austin.rr.com, 
512-589-3678.

Secure campus with electronic entry and 24-hour monitoring

Water park, pool, playing fields and 5 age appropriate playgrounds

Individualized program and frequent child assessments

Degreed, credentialed, experienced teachers in all age groups

Challenging curriculum which fosters a lifetime of learning

Wholesome, delicious meals with whole-grain bread, fresh fruit 
and vegetables in fresh-made recipes

Free Internet viewing for parents

•

•

•

•

•

•

•

www.bluebonnetschool.com

Bluebonnet School 
of Cedar Park
A Private Preparatory Preschool

Bluebonnet School 
of Cedar Park
3420 El Salido Pkwy. (at RR620)

512-331-9009

The Nation’s Best Preschool 
Is In Your Neighborhood!

Infants • Toddlers • Preschool • Kindergarten • Afterschool

Texas School
Readiness 
Certified

Only Preschool in Texas 
Accredited by Both:

Free Seminars in 
Personal Finance

June 11, Education Funding 7 pm, 
Bella Mar
June 16, ABCs of Talking to Your Kids 
about Money 7 PM, Bella Mar
June 23, ABCs of Making Money for 
Teens, 7 pm, Bella Mar
June 24, New Retirement Strategies, 
7 pm, Bella Mar

	 All seminars are free and are offered as 
a public service. To reserve your seats call 
Rich Keith at (512) 632-0162 or send 
email to RKeith@primerica.com.

•

•

•

•
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Classified SECTION

SUMMER TUTORING  DOES YOUR CHILD NEED AN ACADEMIC BOOST 
this summer to review, maintain, or advance in L.Arts or Math skills? Certified Teacher, 
Intervention Specialist, Dyslexia Trained, Special Needs and General Curriculum K-8,  
Master’s degree in Learning Disabilities, 15 yrs experience. Your home or mine. eharpine@
austin.rr.com 512-470-2673

INTERIOR DESIGN: I will be graduating with my Bachelor’s in June and need to build 
my portfolio.  I can provide interior design services for a fraction of the cost.  Resident of 
Steiner Ranch.  Contact Crystal at 801-361-0066 or email crystalhintze@gmail.com.

Science & Math Summer Classes @ Steiner Ranch: • Small groups 
• One-on-One.  High School: Chemistry, Algebra 1& 2, Geometry, Biology. Middle/
Elementary School: Basic Math, Pre- Algebra, Math Enrichment.  Math competitions, 
Problem Solving Strategies • For details, contact Dr. Anjali Sharad @ 512 853 9624 
or excel.science@gmail.com.

LESS THAN A PENNY: You can run a business classified in The Star and reach all of 
Steiner Ranch for less than a penny per home.  Call 512-263-9181 for details.

FREE Snake/Reptile/Creepy-
Crawler  Removal for Steiner 
Ranch Residents. I will come to your 
house, capture, remove and relocate 
any/all snakes, lizards, spiders, scorpions, 
etc. for no charge, and with a smile. 
Call anytime.   Snake specialist! 512-
944-0633

Classified Ads
Personal classifieds (one time sell items, such as 
a used bike...) run at no charge to Steiner Ranch 
residents, limit 30 words, please e-mail thestar@
PEELinc.com.
Business classifieds (offering a service or 
product line for profit) are $50, limit 40 words, 
please contact Peel, Inc. Sales Office at 512-263-
9181 or advertising@PEELinc.com.

Business Classifieds Personal Classifieds

Bring in this ad
for a free gift,
no purchase 
necessary,

limit 1 per person

Now OPEN at the Hill Country Galleria
12800 Hill Country Blvd. •  Bee Cave, TX 78738

512-263-1176
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Calendar of Events

JUNE 2009JUNE 2009
	 Sunday	 Monday	 Tuesday	 Wednesday	 Thursday	 Friday	 Saturday

		  1	 2	 3	 4	 5	 6

	 7	 8	 9	 10	 11	 12	 13	

	 14	 15	 16	 17	 18	 19	 20	

	 21	 22	 23	 24	 25	 26	 27	

	 28	 29	 30

Social Committee 
Meeting

SRROA
Board Meeting

Education
Funding

ABC's of Making 
Money for Teens

ANNOUNCE YOUR EVENT
Are you a member of a community group or organization here in Steiner?

Email the information about your group's event to
thestar@peelinc.com and it will be included on the calendar.

For more information and locations visit the HOA website at www.steinerranchhoa.org.

JULY 2009JULY 2009
	 Sunday	 Monday	 Tuesday	 Wednesday	 Thursday	 Friday	 Saturday

				    1	 2	 3	 4

	 5	 6	 7	 8	 9	 10	 11	

	 12	 13	 14	 15	 16	 17	 18	

	 19	 20	 21	 22	 23	 24	 25		

	 26	 27	 28	 29	 30	 31

Social Committee 
Meeting

SRROA
Board Meeting

4th of July 
Parade

New Mom's Group
Let's Dance
Free Yoga

CRMS 8th Grade 
Picnic

LWBE 5th Grade 
Party

SRE 5th Grade 
Party

LAST DAY
OF SCHOOL

Let's Dance
Free Yoga

Stars Red Team 
Home Meet

Let's Dance
Free Yoga

Stars Red Team 
Home Meet

Father's Day Let's Dance
Free Yoga

ABC's of Making 
Money for Teens

New Retirement
Strategies

SRMA
Board Meeting

Stars Red Team 
Home Meet

Movie in the Park

Let's Dance
Free Yoga

Let's Dance
Free Yoga

Let's Dance
Free Yoga

Free Yoga

SRMABoard 
MeetingFree Yoga
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(512) 264-1979
www.handhtileandplaster.com

Pool Remodels • Arbors • Patios
Driveways • Stone Work

Retainer Walls • Covered Patios
Concrete Work • Outdoor Kitchens

Relax into Summer!

"Our motivation is your satisfaction!"
 Billy Johns - General Manager
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www.lakesidepizzagrill.com
512.266.2330

Hours:
Mon. - Thurs. 11am - 10pm  •  Sat. and Sun. 10am - 10pm

Summertime
SPECIAL

Kick back and enjoy the summer 
sun with a cold drink, some hot food 

and our beautiful outdoor patio!

FREE House Salad
with Pasta Entree

*limit one per check
*dine in only

Colin’s Hope Golf Tournament was a HUGE Success!
Submitted by Jeff Holst

	 Local charity, Colin’s Hope, took its first big leap into the Austin 
community with the first annual golf tournament & fundraiser, 
the Colin’s Hope Classic…and it was a perfect cannonball!  The 
tournament was held on April  23, 2009 at the Hills of Lakeway, 
Yaupon course…a perfect, sunny spring day that hinted of summer 
and swimming, which is exactly what the folks at Colin’s Hope 
wanted people thinking about!   Colin’s Hope is an all-volunteer 
501(c)(3) nonprofit foundation which creates and supports programs 
to aid in the prevention of childhood drowning.  The foundation was 
launched in August 2008 by the family and friends of Colin Holst, 
who drowned last summer at the age of 4.  As the summer swim 
season approaches, Colin’s Hope plans to make its presence known 
throughout the community, increasing water safety awareness and 
standards wherever possible…and the Colin’s Hope Classic was a 
significant “leap” in the right direction!
	 One hundred forty-four golfers on 36 teams teed off for an 
afternoon of fun and fundraising after a lunch donated by one of 
many generous local sponsors! The tournament was sponsored by 
47 local companies, who donated cash, prizes, services and more to 
support a cause that benefits their community.  Silent auction items 
including golf getaways, deer hunting weekends, autographed sports 
memorabilia and spa packages raised almost $6,000. More than 100 
energetic and enthusiastic volunteers generously gave of their time to 

be sure that the golfers were treated to a first-class event that everyone 
would want to be a part of year after year. The tournament’s honorary 
chairs, Olympic swimming gold-medalist Garrett Weber-Gale, and 
ARCA RE/MAX Series racecar driver Matt Merrell, along with special 
guest EMCEE Bob Fonseca from the 93.7 KLBJ-FM’s award winning 
Dudley and Bob Morning show came out to support Colin’s Hope. 
And through the generosity of all those involved and the dedication 
of so many, Colin’s Hope raised a total of just over $72,000 at the 
tournament, shattering their goal by more than $30,000! 
	 The directors of the foundation are now hard at work researching 
the best ways to spend this money to make Colin’s Hope’s mission 
a reality. Currently, the foundation is sponsoring swim lessons for 
underprivileged children through a partnership with the Junior 
League of Austin and the Austin YMCA.  In addition, Colin’s Hope 
continues to participate in many community events where they can 
spread the word and help educate parents, children and lifeguards 
on water safety. The foundation offers the following important facts 
and drowning prevention tips to all those who will be in and around 
the water this swim season:
•	 Drowning is the leading cause of unintentional injury-related death 
in children ages 1-4.
•	 Drowning can and does occur even if you know how to swim 

(Continued on Page 31)
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Page 30 Photo Captions: Left: Colin’s Hope founders, Karen Holst and Jeff Holst (center) 
along with Honorary Chairs, Garrett Weber-Gale (left) and Matt Merrell (right)
Middle: Garrett Weber-Gale teeing it off at Colin's Hope 
Right: From left to right, Colin's Hope volunteers: Raquel Knox, Jeff Holst, Honorary Chair 
Garrett Weber-Gale, Amber Brabham, Tiffany Wilkinson, and Jana Holst Classic

– most people overestimate their ability to 
swim during a panic event.
•	 Drowning is quick & silent – children do 
not scream, splash or struggle and can drown 
in as little as 2 minutes.
•	 Actively supervise all children in the water 
AT ALL TIMES!
•	 Have children swim with a buddy and 
wear Coast Guard- approved life jackets if 
they cannot swim or are swimming in a more 
dangerous water environment (such as lakes, 
beaches, etc.)
	 You can find a more complete list and 
much more information about drowning 
and water safety on their website at www.
colinshope.org, as well as information about 
other upcoming events, including Water 
Safety Day at the West Austin Athletic 
Club and the “Buddy Up” Poster Contest. 
With the support of so many, Colin’s Hope 
will continue to “make a splash” in our 
community!

Colin's Hope volunteers assisting golfers during registration

Colin's Hope- (Continued from Page 30)
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Eight Water Safety Rules for a Safe Austin Summer

Submitted by Lynn Neillie 

Always have a pool gate around home pools. This includes 
having a locked and securely fastened gate that is not accessible 
to little ones.
Continuously educate children on water safety. This is a great 
thing to do at home, on the boat, at the pool, wherever there 
is water. Each time you are getting your little one ready for a 
swim session or water play, go over the rules of water safety. 
Repetition is key with small children. Make sure your swim 
instructor incorporates a “Safety Lesson of the Week” into its 
lesson curriculum. This includes questions about water safety 
and how to avoid dangerous situations.
Designate a “Water Watcher.” This is a responsible adult who 
sticks to alcohol-free beverages during swim time and who is 
in charge of keeping both eyes on the pool while it is in use. 
Or, better yet: consider renting a Lifeguard for your party or 
group event.
Remove all pool toys, floaters, ring buoys and other child-
enticing items from the pool area when it is not in use. One 

1.

2.

3.

4.

wrong reach for that floating rubber ducky could be disaster.
Clear homes of common household items that can be dangerous 
to a curious toddler. It takes just 2 inches of water for a child to 
drown in a bucket. Put all mop buckets, dog dishes and coolers 
out of children’s reach.
Never leave a young child in the pool or bathtub--even “just to 
get the phone.”
Enroll your child in swim classes. Start lessons early. The longer 
a child has lessons the more they understand water safety. A 
great time to do this is in the spring! This way your kids are 
already prepped and ready to roll for the summer swim season. 
You’ll want to find an inside heated pool and lesson times geared 
towards working families.
Supervise, Supervise, Supervise! Try to have your eyes on your 
children in and around the pool at all times. Adults should always 
be present when any child is in the pool area.

	 Let’s help our kids love the water while also respecting it by being 
safe and well-trained at all levels.

5.

6.

7.

8.

Did you know that
Chiropractic Care is
safe and effective for
many of the aches and 
pains during pregnancy?
We have a team of 
experts in Pre & Post
Natal care to help you
during your pregnancy.
Dr. Andrea Luise-Williams
has been recognized by
the American Pregnancy
Association for her
oustanding care 
of moms-to-be!
Pregnancy is such 
an important time 
to focus on your 
health and well 
being. Let us help 
YOU feel better! 
Call us today for 
more information!

Dr. Andrea Williams & Dr. Aaron Wiliams
Our Family Taking Care Of Your Family!

Located in the Chase Center in Lakeway,
across from Austin Boats & Motors

(512) 402-1881
www.lakewayspine.com

•  United Healthcare
•  Blue Cross Blue Shield
•  Humana
•  PHCS

•  Great West
•  Assurant Health
•  & Many Others...

Accepting Most Medical Insurances Including:

Chiropratic Care, Massage Therapy & Rehabilitation

*Please call for benefit details
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512.249.9191
10321 Boulder Lane
www.tutortimecanyoncreek.com

• Infant and toddler 
care

•  Preschool and 
Pre-kindergarten

•  Full and part-time 
programs

•  After school pick-up 
and care

Our exclusive ® ™ curriculum 
nurtures all the ways kids are SMART.

Enro
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Today fo
r 

Sum
m
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p!

Beginning Sewing  |  Intermediate Sewing
Fashion Illustration  |  Hat Design  |  Purse Design

       THE AUSTIN SCHOOL OF 
                 FASHION DESIGN

WWW.ASFDESIGNS.COM
INFO@ASFDESIGNS.COM

512-448-9636
3216 S. Congress Ave  | Austin, TX  78704

Ages 8-16 | Easy Online Registration! 

Britt’s Book Buzz:
Heartfelt and True

	 Wish You Well (By David Baldacci) is the first book I have read 
by this author and I think it is an excellent novel. Firstly, he captures 
the raw love of mother/son and sister/brother in an expert way - it 
almost hurts your heart. Secondly, it demonstrates how our true 
existence is defined by they way we choose to interact with those 
around us. It was an optimistically kind novel, demonstrating that it 
does matter when we help each other in times of need and struggle. 
The characters were deeply engaging and strong. I felt at peace and 
complete with the entire work. This is a wonderful read. Great work, 
Baldacci - more like it, please!
	 Feel free to comment on this review, your thoughts on the book 
or suggest a book for me to review on my blog: http://brittsbuzz.
blogspot.com.

2nd Annual
Locks of Love Event 2009

	 Locks of Love is a not-for-profit organization that provides free 
hairpieces to children 18 years and younger in the US and Canada 
suffering from any type of medical hair loss. 
You can sign up at the Kick-off Celebration on June 12th at Cups 
and Cones in Steiner Ranch between 4:00pm and 6:00pm.  You 
will receive a registration packet and your first hair measurement.  
You then have until December 2009 to grow your hair to at least 
ten inches long.  Hair must be ten inches long at time of cut and 
can be colored, but must be free of bleach.
	 All participants will be invited 
to multiple events though out the 
coming months by local businesses.  
Participants will also receive free gifts 
and valuable coupons from various 
event sponsors.  Moms are welcome 
too! 
	 For more information contact 
Sandra Bennett at 512-372-3500 or visit 
www.locksoflove.org
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Talking to your Kids about Money

Submitted by Rich Keith
	 The condition known as “affluenza” is contagious and rapidly 
spreading throughout our youth.   Do you find your kids are 
disconnected from the concept of cash and its true value?  Do you 
believe they are lacking in knowledge about how credit cards and debt 
really work?  Results show that the 18-25 age group is now the largest 
demographic filing for bankruptcy.  What’s the solution?
	 While children listen to their parents they don’t always do what 
their parents say they should do.  They will, however, absorb their 
parent’s values.  So the answer is to first examine your own attitudes 
about money.  Learn and then live the principles daily that will keep 
you and your family healthy financially. And communicate with your 
kids about your process and the decisions you are making.
	 For example, in our home we no longer say, “We can’t afford 
that.”  When we examined that statement we found it was weak and 
powerless.  Instead we now say, “We are choosing not to afford that at 
this time.”  This holds power and promise because: We choose.  We 
prioritize.  We can change if we want to, and it can lead to a discussion 
about life priorities.  You can make a big difference in your kids’ lives 
regarding their attitudes toward money.
 	 Attend some free educational workshops for teens and parents this 
month. Workshop attendees will receive a free copy of the book, 

“The ABCs of Making Money 4 Teens.”  It is a groundbreaking book 
based on the acclaimed international Best Seller, The ABCs of Making 
Money.  Written specifically for teens, this book covers all the basics of 
making money, how to hang on to it and how to make it grow while 
having fun.
	 This common sense approach contains lots of simple, self-directed 
exercises and is loaded with inspirational teen success stories.  The 
book follows the same successful formula as its predecessor, which 
stressed the importance of Attitude and Goal setting as the building 
blocks for success in any endeavor. This inspiring book gives teenagers 
the motivation and tools to achieve their dreams.
	 For 90% of the population, the best way for someone to learn 
something is to take a hands-on approach. In the ABC’s of Making 
Money 4 Teens, young people get the chance to write their thoughts 
and ideas all over their book. For example, there is space provided 
for you state your goals or your very own business ideas. This aspect 
makes this book a winner for young people. 
	 So what is the ABC’s of Making Money 4 Teens all about? This book 
has three sections and each is very relevant to teens. The first section 
talks about ATTITUDES and how they are the key to either your 
success or failure. Attitudes are everything! The book reminds us that 

(Continued on Page 35)
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if you think you can’t do something, you won’t be able to!  But if you 
believe that you can achieve a goal, even though it may be tough, you 
will succeed. So set your goals and change negative attitudes about 
money into positive ones!
	 The second deals with the “HOW TO’s” of money- in other words, 
the basics of saving and investing. It talks about the time value of 
money. The time value of money basically says that the more time 
you have to save and invest, the more money you will make with 
compound interest. That means that young people that start saving 
their money early will become financially wealthy sooner! This section 
tells personal stories of successful and well-known investors such as 
the man who started Kinko’s.
	 The third chapter deals with CREATING WEALTH through 
entrepreneurial ideas. There are loads of young and old entrepreneurs 
that are featured in this section. There are entrepreneurial ideas, 
direction on how to start a business, and other useful small business 
tips. This was a very creative chapter in that it asks teens to draw out 
some entrepreneurial ideas that you have. It encourages you to bring 
those ideas to light!
	 The ABC’s of Making Money 4 Teens is filled with a number of 
stories about teens that have made a difference. Teens get to hear what 
successful teens their own age think and are doing to secure their 
financial freedom.

Talking to Your Kids- (Continued from Page 34)

View the Kids' Club Contest 
Winners online each month at

www.peelinc.com/kidsclub.php

Send Us Your Event Pictures!!
	 Do you have a picture of an event that you would like to 
run in The Star?  Send it to us and we will publish it in the 
next issue.  Email the picture to thestar@peelinc.com.  Be sure 
to include the text that you would like to have as the caption.  
Pictures will appear in color online at www.PEELinc.com.
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Making Existing Concrete Beautiful...
Advanced Concrete Designs, Inc. offers a multi-layered

commercial system that eliminates delamination and
resealing requirements. We provide a unique way to resurface

existing concrete with a slip resistant surface, lower temperature
comfort, and resistance to the wear of constant traffic

making it ideal for covering patios, driveways, sidewalks,
and an array of other surfaces.

With our wide palette of colors and array of patterns,
Advanced Concrete Designs, Inc. will create a disctinctive

new look and creative dimension to your residence or business.

Patios • Walkways • Driveways
Pool Decks • Car Dealerships

512-410-9874

www.advancedconcretedesigns.com

What to do About My Tired PC? Part II
Submitted by Laurie Scott

Can I build a computer cheaper than buying 
one?  If you want a laptop – no.  If you want a 
desktop, then most of the time – no.  The major 
manufactures (Dell, HP (and Compaq), Toshiba 
and Sony have the advantage of volume to be 
able to sell entry level (but still powerful) PC’s 
for under $500.   If you try hard, you could 

probably shop the parts yourself and perhaps 
build one (including the monitor) for that, 

but then YOU become the warranty.  If it 
breaks – YOU fix it.  If you need support, 
YOU search Google.  But if you enjoy the 

challenge or just want to learn how to 
do it – it’s not that hard, go have 
fun.  Online stores like Newegg.

com has everything you need to 
build the ultimate computer.

Do you like to play the most current computer 
games?  Do you like to edit large photos and print 

them out?  Are you the next Steven Spielberg and 
like to play with making movies on your computer?  
Well, then it’s time for a new computer.  All of 
these can be both processor intensive (the Intel or 
AMD chip inside your computer) and memory 
intensive.   Standard versions of Windows XP 
and Vista are 32-bit (don’t worry about the geeky 
term) and can only use about 3GB (3 gigabytes) of 
memory.  If you purchase your computer with the 
64-bit versions of Windows, then you can use as 
much memory as you can afford.  8GB is usually 
enough even for the avid home movie producer.  
The current Macs are already 64-bit so memory 
limitations are not an issue.

Should I buy a Mac or a PC?  Well, (guess what’s 
coming…..) that depends.  Windows has come a 
long way in the photo, music and video editing 
space, and if you’re already comfortable with 
Windows, I’d stay with it.  Do you have a child in 

(Continued on Page 38)
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DISCLAIMER: Articles and ads in this newsletter express the opinions of their 
authors and do not necessarily reflect the opinions of Peel, Inc. or its employees. 
Peel, Inc. is not responsible for the accuracy of any facts stated in articles submitted 
by others. The publisher also assumes no responsibility for the advertising content 
with this publication. All warranties and representations made in the advertising 
content are solely that of the advertiser and any such claims regarding its content 
should be taken up with the advertiser.
* The publisher assumes no liability with regard to its advertisers for misprints or 
failure to place advertising in this publication except for the actual cost of such 
advertising.
* Although every effort is taken to avoid mistakes and/or misprints, the publisher 
assumes no responsibility for any errors of information or typographical mistakes, 
except as limited to the cost of advertising as stated above or in the case of 
misinformation, a printed retraction/correction.
* Under no circumstances shall the publisher be held liable for incidental or 
consequential damages, inconvenience, loss of business or services, or any other 
liabilities from failure to publish, or from failure to publish in a timely manner, 
except as limited to liabilities stated above.

The Star is a private publication published by Peel, Inc. It is not sanctioned by 
any homeowners association or organization, nor is it subject to the approval of 
any homeowners association or organization, nor is it intended, nor implied to 
replace any publication that may be published by or on behalf of any homeowners 
association or organization.  At no time will any source be allowed to use The 
Star contents, or loan said contents, to others in anyway, shape or form, nor in any 
media, website, print, film, e-mail, electrostatic copy, fax, or etc. for the purpose 
of solicitation, commercial use, or any use for profit, political campaigns, or other 
self amplification, under penalty of law without written or expressed permission 
from Peel, Inc. The information in the newsletter  is exclusively for the private 
use of  Peel, Inc. 

RESIDENTIAL & COMMERCIAL
• INTERIOR/EXTERIOR • UNIFORMED PAINTERS
• POWER WASHING • QUALITY GUARANTEED
• CAULKING / SCRAPING • GENERAL REPAIRS

www.southernpainting.com

512-267-6200
References/Bonded & Insured

FREE ESTIMATES
Mention this ad for

$100 off service

of $1000 or more

*There is a World of Difference Between
Covering a Surface With Paint*

And Painting
As SOUTHERN PAINTING Does

“Lots of satisfi ed customers”
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Dear Friends, 
	 Greetings! It’s time again to gather your neighbors and team up 
with your Law Enforcement Agency to give crime a going-away 
party. 
	 National Night Out is an annual event held on the first Tuesday 
of October. National Night Out is sponsored by the National Night 
Out Association of Town Watch. This past year’s National Night Out 
campaigns involved citizens, law enforcement agencies, civic groups, 
business, neighborhood organizations and local public officials from 
more than 9,000 communities from all 50 states, U.S. territories, 
Canadian cities and military bases worldwide. In all, more than 29.5 
million participated in National Night Out last year. 
	 National Night Out is designed to heighten crime and drug 
prevention awareness, generate support for and participation in local 
anti-crime efforts, and to strengthen neighborhood spirit and law 
enforcement – community partnership. But its primary goal is to 
send a strong message to criminals to let them know neighborhoods 
are organized and fighting back. 
	 Along with the traditional display of porch lights and front-yard 
vigils, cities, towns and neighborhoods celebrate NNO with a variety 
of events and activities such as block parties, cookouts, visits from 
local law enforcement officers, parades flashlights walks contests and 
youth programs. NNO has proven to be an effective, inexpensive 
and enjoyable program to promote neighborhood spirit and police-
community partnerships in our fight for safer communities. The 
benefits that your community will derive from NNO will most 
certainly extend well beyond the one night. 
	 The Travis County Sheriff ’s Office has promoted National 
Night Out for the past 25 years. Our participation has grown from 
helping with a handful of neighborhood get-togethers to more than 
4,000 participants enjoying block parties, carnivals, parades and an 
assortment of other activities. Our involvement has grown from 
a couple of crime prevention officers, to dozens of patrol officers, 
sergeants, lieutenants, captains, majors, county commissioners and 
the Sheriff. 
	 National Night Out is a great way to get together with your 
neighbors, find out what’s going on in your community and visit with 
local law enforcement officers about what you can do to help reduce 
the opportunities for crimes to occur. Participation can be as simple as 
a small block party, or as big as a parade or carnival. To get involved, 
or to find out how to register your event for National Night Out, 
call the Travis County Sheriff ’s Office at 
854-8413 or 854-9770. 
Deputy James Kitchens
Travis County Sheriff ’s 
Office
Community Services & 
Outreach Unit 
(512) 854-8413
Fax: (512) 854-4719

National Night Out 2009

Stork Report
in Steiner

Ranch
Submit your information

on the arrival of your little one to
thestar@peelinc.com

school and Macs are the computers they use, then going with a Mac 
would be an easier decision.  Are you new to computing and on a 
tight budget?  Without question, Windows.  If the budget isn’t so 
much a problem, then a Mac might be a little easier to start with.  
One more thing to consider is who you will call if you need help.  
If you have friends with Macs, go with a Mac.  If everyone you 
know uses Windows, then you may want to go that way.  Walking 
through the computing minefield is always easier with someone 
who has been there.

Tired PC- (Continued from Page 36)
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Healthier Homes
By: Michelle and Charlie Bubnis

Non-toxic Relief from Mosquitoes
That high pitch hum in your ear…summer is here and the 

mosquitoes have arrived. It’s time to take action but let’s keep the 
family protected and safe.
Don’t use any mosquito spray that contains DEET (diethyl 

toluamide). DEET is a very effective insect repellant but not the 
best choice for the families’ health.
DEET is a  known neurotoxin, causes kidney and liver damage and 

has been implicated in birth and developmental defects.  “Children 
in particular are at risk for subtle brain changes caused by chemicals 
in the environment, because their skin more readily absorbs them, 
and the chemicals more potently affect their developing nervous 
systems.” ¹ The World Health Organization (WHO) states that over 
30% of the global burden of disease in children can be attributed to 
environmental factors, including pesticides.²

If the bottle of repellant you are planning to purchase contains 
DEET the label will say: may damage furniture finishes, watch 
crystals, leather, painted or varnished surfaces. This is a very harsh 
chemical that shouldn’t be sprayed on the skin.
So what are some other options? Vinegar, either white or apple cider 

will work. Put it in a salad dressing bottle and sprinkle it on exposed 
skin. There are also herbal oils the are recommended such as tea tree, 
cedar, peppermint, citronella, eucalyptus and lemongrass. Mix these 
oils with cooking oil to dilute prior to putting on the skin.
If you wish to purchase insect repellant BUG 

OFF ³ from Dr. Mercola is a healthier 
option. It contains several of the essential 
oils listed above.  

(Continued on Page 40)
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BUSINESS FORMS
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FLYERS
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LETTERHEADS
NCR SNAP APART

FORMS
RUBBER STAMPS
BUSINESS CARDS
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Mosquitoes are attracted to light colored clothing especially yellow. 
They zero in on fragrances from scented body care products, laundry 
detergents and scented fabric softeners. The use of unscented 
fragrance free products decreases the families’ neurotoxic exposure 
but also keeps mosquitoes searching for another meal. Mosquitoes 
do not like the smell of garlic so by using a product called Mosquito 
Barrier( a very potent garlic solution) on the lawn, this will repel 
mosquitoes from the yard.
Check the external home environment. Be sure to empty any 

standing water around the home because this will provide the 
mosquitoes with a breeding ground. Consider putting up a bat house. 
A bat can eat approximately 600 mosquito sized insects an hour. 
With these measures in place your family will probably not hear a 

high pitch hum in the ear this summer. The mosquitoes will find a 
better location than your home for their next meal.

For more learning and resources:
1 Duke University Medical Center (2002, May 2) DEET Brain 

Effects in Animals , Warrant Caution
2	Beyond Pesticides Fact Sheet: Children and Pesticides Don’t Mix, 

Debra Lyn Dadd: About Natural Mosquito Relief, www.1001nets.
net,  cotton mosquito nets form Australia 

3	Bug Off Toll free number to order: 877-985-2695

Healthier Homes- (Continued from Page 39)Sudoku
The challenge is to fill every row across, every column down, and every
3x3 box with the digits 1 through 9. Each 1 through 9 digit must appear
only once in each row across, each column down, and each 3x3 box.

© 2007. Feature Exchange

Sudoku

*Solution at www.PEELinc.com
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- Kids Stuff- 
Section for Kids with news, puzzles, games and more!

Reviewed by: Mary L. Gavin, MD
Date reviewed: October 2007

NOT AVAILABLE ONLINE
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Color the drawing below and mail the finished artwork to us at
Peel, Inc. - Kids Club

311 Ranch Road 620 S,  Suite 200
Lakeway, TX 78734

We will select the top few and post their artwork online at www.PEELinc.com. DUE: June 30th

Attention KIDS: Send Us Your Masterpiece!

SR

Be sure to include the following so we can let you know!
Name: _______________________________________________________________________
	           (first name, last initial)

Email Address:  ________________________________________________________________

Age:___________________________

[This information will only be used to notify you or your parents if your artwork was selected.]

Splish
 Splash
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Peel, Inc.
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