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IsYour Home an Internet Broadcaster?
(It might be and you don't even know it)

Submatted by Laurie Scott

Laptop computers have made computing mobile and very
convenient. Wireless routers in our homes have made it possible
to use our computers anywhere in the home, and not just where
the connection comes into your home.

If you have a wireless router at home, then you are using
one of three possible levels of security, 1) none, 2) poor and
3) what you SHOULD be using. “None” is real simple, open
the box, plug in the router, connect to the Internet. With this
connection, ANYONE within range, meaning your neighbors,
passersby and that annoying teen-age kid down the who likes
to hang around your house in the evening can use your wireless
network to access the internet or worse, access your computers
at home. Also, any illegal activity over the Internet is going to
be traced back to your home, not to the person or computer
that may have done it.

I often tell the story of the time I moved to Austin from
Sacramento 4 1/2 years ago over the Thanksgiving holiday.
I stayed overnight with a friend in Flagstaff, Arizona at her
parents home. Lots of relatives were there and they all smoked
(and smoked a lot). Even though it was 35 degrees outside,
I went and sat in my car for an hour just to breath fresh air.
While in my car I powered up my laptop and
discovered a completely unsecured network
within range. I connected to it and took the
opportunity to check my email and do some
web surfing. Then the good Samaritan in me
decided to do them a favor. I figured they hadn't
changed the default password on their router,
and sure enough I was right. Ilogged onto their
router and took a screen shot of
it. Since they were also using the
default name for their computer
network, I changed mine to
match and could see that they
had a computer turned on with

one of their hard drives shared (no, I didn’t peek at it.) I also saw
that they had an Epson printer connected to it, so I downloaded
the printer driver and installed it on my laptop, opened Microsoft
Word and pasted the screen shot of their router into it. I also
included instructions on how to keep prying eyes out of their
network, thanked them that I was able to check my email, and
then I PRINTED the document out on their printer. Keep in
mind I have no idea which house I had connected to. I imagine
if they were home that they were a little shocked to have their
printer start all by itselfand printa note from a complete stranger.
Lucky for them I wasn’t someone who wanted to copy their files,
plant a virus or lock them out of their own network.

The two levels of security that are usually displayed with a
padlock symbol are WEP and WPA. WEP falls into the “poor”
category of security. WEP will keep honest people out of your
network, and will prevent someone from accidentally getting
connected to your network, but WEP was “cracked” several years
ago, and nowadays it only takes a laptop and 60 seconds to break
into a network secured with WEP.

What you should be using is WPA (or WPA2) to provides
a connection that (with a good password) cant be cracked

in a comfortable lifetime. Log into your
router (usually at htep://192.168.0.1 or
htep://192.168.1.1), go to the wireless
security settings and set it for WPA. Then
change your laptops and other wireless devices
to match.

There are many different routers on the
market, but there are a few standard rules to

follow: Changing the security
settings on your router should

(Continued on page 4)
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IMPORTANT NUMBERS

EMERGENCY NUMBERS
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The Live Oak
Network of BNI

EMERGENCY ....ooiiiiiiieieeeeeeeeete e eneen 11
FFE..vr e ser et eseses oo ses oot sns st 311 QUICK QUIZ:
AMDBUIANCE ...t 911 1.Do you know a reliable and trustworthy service
Sheriff — Non-Emergency.......cccccoovueueanene. 512-974-0845 professional (residential, commercial, health and beauty,
trades, or event planning) who places their customer’s
SCHOOLS needs first?
Elementary 2.Would you refer them to your friends and or family
C!ayton ................................................... 512-841-9200 e L
Klker ....................................................... 512-414-2584 If you answered “Yes”, tell them The Live Oak Network is
MILLS .ot 512-841-2400 i e o syl i s o o
Patton ..................................................... 512-414-1780 A T
Mld(.ﬂe The Live Oak Network is a non-competitive professional
Balley ...................................................... 5 12—414-4990 referral organization that admits only one hlgh quality
Small ....................................................... 512—841-6700 individual or company per professional category to share
High School ideas, contacts and most importantly referrals.
AUSTI e 512-414-2505 Curious? Do you want to learn how to build your business
BOWIE...oiiiiieeieeeieieeeeeeee e 512-414-5247 by word-of-mouth referral? Visit us this Wednesday morning
UTILITIES 7:45 to 9:30 am.... have.a great time, meet new people - and
Water/Wastewater there is no obh.gatlon to join. Plejase contact Susan Hale .fo.r
City of AUSHN..c.coveiereiricircceeeiceene 512-972-0101 more 1nf.orma}tlon at susan@gbeumc.c.om, PP @k
iy v GFTIE) oo 512-494-9400 www.bniaustin.com for specific location.
Emergency ............................................... 512_972_1000 ooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooo
Texas State Gas
CUStOmMEr SEIVICE «vveevvveeerveeereeeereeeereeenns 1-800-700-2443 Market Reports for
Gas related emergency........cccccevvveuenenee. 1-800-959-5325 Circle C & Village at Western Oaks
Pedernales Electric Cooperative Plus Over 200 Austin F 1
New service, billing ........ccccccveviniicinnne. 512-219-2602 us Lver .uS mn .Orec osures
PLOBLEMS w..rreeeeereeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeesseseses 512-219-2628 www.CCRinAustin.com
ATT/SBC Telephone CAPITAL CITY
New Service ...cooviviviiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiins 1-800-288-2020 C REALTORS
giel[l)izrtllr ................................................... 1:288322:33?3 Ken Manceaux Lynn Santos
NG 512-825-1795 512-944-0424
Allied WASEE ...cvveveeerieereeerecereecreeereeeve e 512-247-5647 Villages Resident-Broker Circle C Resident-Agent
Time Warner Cable.......ccccevvevvrevieeeeennennen. 512-485-5555 kmanceaux@austin.rr.com misantos @shcglobal.net
OTHER NUMBERS
Oak Hill Postal Station............cceeveenenee. 1-800-275-8777
City of Austin 9
Dead Animal Collection..........ccccoeuvenee... 512-494-9000 e w : .
Abandoned/Disabled Vehicles .................. 512-974-8119 ‘\Ifuﬂ Orthodontics
Stop Sign Missing/Damaged .................... 512-974-2000 ' Mai Ferrara D.D.5., M.S. o)
Street Light Outage (report pole#)............ 512-505-7617 sf
NEWSLETTER PUBLISHER Complimentary Initial Exam
PCCI, INC. 5 12—263’9 181 6012 W. William Cannon Drive, Suite D-103
Article Submissions.......... villagegazette@peelinc.com _ AES““};Q‘X;S o
Advertising..........cccoeueuene. advertising@PEELinc.com ones stz Bon B v i s1aB0270003
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Business Classifieds

WEBSTER HANDYMAN SERVICE. Small to Medium size
jobs around the home or office. I will perform general repair
projects that you don't have time to do. Minor plumbing, Minor
Electrical, Ceiling Fan installation, Garage Door Openers, Small
Sheetrock repair, Pressure Washing, Arbor/Gazebo/Trellis Kits,
Storage Bldg. Kits, Cedar Shuctters. Interior & Exterior minor
Carpentry, Misc. Odd jobs. Your Circle C Neighbor. Call
Ralph after 5pm @ 845-9104 or 291-6566.

DISCLAIMER: Articles and ads in this newsletter express the opinions of their authors
and do not necessarily reflect the opinions of Peel, Inc. or its employees. Peel, Inc.
is not responsible for the accuracy of any facts stated in articles submitted by others.
The publisher also assumes no responsibility for the advertising content with this
publication. All warranties and representations made in the advertising content are
solely that of the advertiser and any such claims regarding its content should be taken
up with the advertiser.

*The publisher assumes no liability with regard to its advertisers for misprints or failure
to place advertising in this publication except for the actual cost of such advertising.
* Although every effort is taken to avoid mistakes and/or misprints, the publisher
assumes no responsibility for any errors of information or typographical mistakes, except
as limited to the cost of advertising as stated above or in the case of misinformation,
a printed retraction/correction.

* Under no circumstances shall the publisher be held liable for incidental or
consequential damages, inconvenience, loss of business or services, or any other
liabilities from failure to publish, or from failure to publish in a timely manner, except
as limited to liabilities stated above.

CONTRIBUTORS
NEEDED

Volunteer to
be the Editor
of your
newsletter

Call 1-888-687-6444 for more information.

P e

w » Orange Julius
/] 5,

Ingredients
* 1 6 oz. Can Concentrated
Orange Juice
* 1 Cup milk
* 1 Cup Water
* 1/2 Cup sugar

Directions
Put in blender container, fill
container to top with ice. Process.

If you would like to submit YOUR recipe
email it to articles@peelinc.com.

[_AUSTIN TELCO

FEDERAL CREDIT UNION
WWW.ATFCU.ORG 512.302.5555

Yo Con Join!

Membership is open to anyone in the 5 County Metro Area

New Locations Coming Soon in
Round Rock & Pflugerville

FREE BUSINESS & PERSONAL CHECKING
250+ FREE ATMs ACROSS TEXAS

COMMERCIAL REAL ESTATE LOANS
5.75" 5.95" 6.20"

HOME EQUITY LOANS
4.89: 5.19: 5.69:

10 YEARS 15 YEARS 20 YEARS 5 YEARS 10 YEARS 15 YEARS
plus no closing costs** 20 year amortization/no pre-payment penalty
AUTO LOANS MONEY MARKET
% 9% 29% %, %, %
3.69% 3.89% 4.29%- §1.31% 1.51% 1.76%

UP TO 60 MONTHS 66 MONTHS 72 MONTHS $25000T0 §74,999  $75000TO $124,999  $125,000 AND ABOVE

new or used
CERTIFICATE OF DEPOSIT!
1.86% 2.07% 2.42%

6 MONTHS 12 MONTHS 24 MONTHS

Tregular - minimum deposit of $1000 required

minimum daily balance of $2000 required
CERTIFICATE OF DEPOSIT?
1.96% 2.27% 2.57%

6 MONTHS 12 MONTHS 24 MONTHS

2Zjumbo - minimum deposit of $95000 required

15 AUSTIN METRO LOCATIONS

Copyright © 2009 Peel, Inc.
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Internet Broadcaster - (Continued from Cover Page) 3
always be done with the computer attached to the router via a __ Want a Realtor Who Will

network cable - don't change it over a wireless connection. If you Work Hard fOTXQi?

make a mistake, you won't be able to get back in to fix it. In the €all our Mom - She Can Help!

wireless security settings on your router, you will see WEP and
SHOULD see WPA as options. If you don’t see WPA as an option, :
your router is probably several years old. Go to the manufacturer’s ’ ' Melissa Shinn
support page on their web site and look for updated “firmware” to & ( REALTOR®
.downlo?d. Dowr.nload the firmware and update the router per the Direct: (512) 844-8730
instructions provided by the manufacturer. If the latest firmware ) )

s . . . . mkshinn@gmail.com
doesn’t provide WPA encryption, then it’s time for a trip to Best
Buy or Fry’s for a new router. ANY new router will provide WPA

*Each Office is Independently Owned and Operated

encryption. Next use a strong password. A strong password should be

atleast 12 characters long, feel free to make italot longer - the longer STEVE’ S

the better. Be sure to use upper and lower case letters, use numbers

AND use special characters like # * (\} [ @ ! &. Write it down and PLUMBING
put it in a safe place. If it helps, use 2 or 3 non-related words or REP AIR

numbers that you know but no one is likely to guess. Something like

maybe the city you got married in with the year of your first car and O sy i

the name of your brother’s daughter. It might look something like * sewer & drain service * fiber optic drain line inspections

Dallas@1989!Samantha#. Even people you know you won't guess * free estimates ¢ satisfaction guaranteed

this. Be creative and have fun, but MAKE IT STRONG! Steve Brougher @
Next month I'll talk about keeping your information secure when 276-7476 “VisA

Master License: M-17531 1106 West Koenig Lane

you're online both at home and away.

r - CIRCLE C DENTAL *

We are proud to be the only dental office in Austin to now offer

6 MONTH ADULT BRACES
§ 512-301-BITE (2483) ;

Be one of the first 3 cases and receive $1000 off. To see what we can do for you, visit www.austinémonthsmiles.com

S ~ . .
T : CLMEEEEE -, CALL NOW TO RESERVE YOUR APPOINTMENT

9600 Escarpment Blvd, Austin, TX 78749

Conveniently located at Escarpment Village, near Starbucks

www.austinémonthsmiles.co

oo O i
Ry

www.CIRCLECDENTAL.com EE
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ALUSTIN

/MMED//_I TEG CARE

ER alternative®

Immediate Care Advantages

CONVEMNIENT
0pe“ 365 days a yaar Most patients are treated and released within one hour
10:00 a.m. - 10:00 p.m. M-F AFFORDABLE
2:00 am. - 8:00 p.m., weekends Acceptance of most insurance plans; lower co-pays than ER visits
QUALITY

Board certified physicians, most with ER experience

COMPREHENSIVE
QOn-site diagnostic tests, laboratory, x-rays, & CT, saving you time and moneéy

5000 W. Slaughter Lane Building 6, Suite 100 Austin, Texas 78749

Located at the corner of West Slaughter and Mopac, behind the Wendy's in the Shops at Slaughter Creek

Copyright © 2009 Peel, Inc. The Village Gazette - August 2009 5



SUPERIOR SERVICE FOR YOU AND YOUR CAR

Kwik Kar.

LUBE & TUNE

. s
Family Owned and Operated
Mark and Jan Welp

1$5 TO $25 REBATE'
Valvoline Oil Changes |
I Available 7/1/09 thru 8/31/09

—

* State Inspections
* Air Conditioning Service
* Mechanical Repairs
° ASE Master Mechanic
° AAA Approved, 95% Rating
© 12K/ 12 Mo. Nationwide Warranty
° Computer Diagnostics

°© Courtesy Drop Off / Pick Ups
* 30/60/90K Warranty Service

Coffee Bar * Children’s Playroom

Hours:
8-6 Weekdays ,
8-5 Saturday

3416 W. William Cannon s
Austin, TX 78745 S AN
512-891-7800 v%%% &

Not Available Online

Classified Ads

Personal classifieds (one time sell items, such as a used bike...) run
at no charge to Village at Western Oak and Legend Oak residents,
limit 30 words, please e-mail VillageGazette@PEELinc.com.
Business classifieds (offering a service or product line for profit)
are $50, limit 40 words, please contact Peel, Inc. Sales Office @
512-263-9181 or advertising@PEELinc.com.

The Village Gazette is a private publication published by Peel, Inc. It is not
sanctioned by any homeowners association or organization, nor is it subject
to the approval of any homeowners association or organization, nor is it
intended, nor implied to replace any publication that may be published
by or on behalf of any homeowners association or organization. At no
time will any source be allowed to use The Village Gazette contents, or
loan said contents, to others in anyway, shape or form, nor in any media,
website, print, film, e-mail, electrostatic copy, fax, or etc. for the purpose of
solicitation, commercial use, or any use for profit, political campaigns, or
other self amplification, under penalty of law without written or expressed
permission from Peel, Inc. The information in the newsletter is exclusively
for the private use of Peel, Inc.
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Mills Students:
The End is Near!

submitted by Kristen Card

The end of summer is already creeping closer — but a finish to this
fiery summer also marks a fresh start to a new school year for our
community’s kids.

Mills Elementary School has set the dates for learning and getting
to know your 2009-10 teachers. Please mark your calendars for:

Tuesday, August 18th, 5 p.m. — Class lists will be posted along the
library entrance in front of the school; and

Friday, August 21st, 4 — 6 p.m. — Open house will be held for
students to come check out their new classrooms and chat with
their new teachers.

Here’s to a fun summer’s end and a great school year yet to
come!

For further information about what’s happening at Mills, please
visit www.millspta.org.

I'LLBUY
YOUR GAR!!

Fast, free appraisals; | will come to your busi-
ness or home. I have been buying cars in Austin
for over 15 years. Why drive all over town? My
family and | reside in Circle C, and I'll buy any
make, model or year vehicle. Please call Patrick
for your fast, free appraisal. (512)750-8289

Your Circle C Auto Specialist
Is Now Buying Cars in
Western Oaks

Host an Exchange Student-
Experience another culture

without the cost of travel!
Submitted by Katie Robinson

iE International Student Exchange is seeking host homes
for high school exchange students from Germany and other
nations. We are seeking couples, singles, or families who are
willing to open their home to one special exchange student
for 6 weeks or for the entire 2009-2010 school year. You will
be amazed to find what you gain from the experience, as well
as what you give: the chance for one international student to
have a lifechanging encounter. This is a great opportunity to
connect with someone from another culture! All you need
to host is a spare bed and an open
heart!

Contact Katie Robinson,
Local Coordinator for
Austin - 512-538-8080
or k.leigh.robinson@
gmail.com.

Let’s Make Your Pool a
Backyard Paradise

Central Texas’ Largest and Best Pool Renovator

Exclusive
Pebble Tec/Sheen
Applicator

cenie

We’ll Help You Design
Your Dream Pool

Call Today for a FREE

b Evaluation & Estimate
PP
POOL SPECIALISTS 260-5200

View Our Online Gallery @
www.centexplaster.com

Copyright © 2009 Peel, Inc.
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The Science of Grocery Shopping

Submitted by Kelly Bruneman, Certified Nutrition Specialist

The grocery store can be a scary place! All those isles filled with
grocery goodness! What is healthy and what isn’t? How do you know
where to start and what to buy? Follow these simple rules to ensure
that you get the most out of your grocery shopping experience:

e STAY TO THE OUTSIDE
- Most everything you need is on the perimeter of the store. Your
produce, meats, and dairy cases are all on the outside. The isles
are where the boxed and processed foods reside.

¢ ORGANIC...IS IT WORTH IT?

- Not all things are necessary to buy organic. The following
produce list is often referred to as the “Dirty Dozen” because
they contain the highest levels of pesticides.

» THE DIRTY DOZEN: Peaches, Apples, Sweet Bell Peppers,
Celery, Nectarines, Strawberries, Cherries, Pears, Grapes
(Imported), Spinach, Lettuce, Potatoes.

= THE LEAST CONTIMATED: Onions, Avocado, Sweet Corn
(Frozen), Pineapples, Mango, Asparagus, Sweet Peas (Frozen),
Kiwi Fruit, Bananas, Cabbage, Broccoli, Papaya.

® Beef, Poultry, and Dairy are also worth the organic price because
they are produced without growth hormones and antibiotics.

®* Currently the USDA has not developed organic certification
standards for seafood.

* REMEMBER: buying organic foods that aren’t good for you
doesn’t make them healthy!!

e BUY FROZEN
- Frozen fruits and vegetables are often flash frozen locking in
nutrients better than canned foods.
- Frozen fish and chicken is also flash frozen at the source locking
in nutrients and making them convenient alternatives to store
in your freezer.

* DON’T BE AN IMPULSE BUYER
- Make a list according to how your grocery store is laid out and
STICK TO IT!If ice cream isn’t on your list, don’t go down the
ice cream aisle.
- Don’t go to the grocery store when you are tired, hungry or

irritable. This almost always leads to impulse buys.
(Continued on Page 9)

QUICKEST service for established customers
so schedule your check-up TODAY!

* Expert, Personal Service from Mr. Cool himself
* An Austin Energy Participating Contractor
* See my reviews at Yelp.com

|$2500

| Complete Service Call
and Check-up!
No Bull!
| ($65.00 Value)
*expires 07/31/09

M: (512) 445-0412
TACLBO013299C

“We transformed our dated
countertops into a gorgeous
surface for a fraction of the cost
and time it takes for granite.”

- T.Ewing

i l-l

Natural Accents

BATHTUBS + TILE -

COUNTERTOPS - SINKS « FIBERGLASS REPAIR

miraclemethod.com
512-467-8812

Miracle Method

SURFACE RESTORATION

Licensed, bonded and insured.

Each franchise independently owned and operated.
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The Science of Grocery Shopping- (Continued from Page 8)

- If possible, don’t take the kids! Grocery stores target impulse
buyers and almost all kids are impulse buyers!

- Don’t get distracted at the checkout line. As you are waiting to
check out grocery stores stock the racks with tempting candy
bars and sodas. Don't be fooled! If you think you might give in
bring in water with you and pop a piece of sugar free gum! Or flip
through the latest gossip magazine until it is your turn to pay.

- If you don’t buy the junk food, you won't have it in the house!

e CHECK OUT THE LABEL
- THE FDA requires that all ingredients be listed in descending
order of predominance by weight. Try to pick foods that have a
short ingredient list that don’t have many artificial ingredients.
- Look for foods that have ingredients that you can pronounce
- Choose foods that are “real”. Examples are 100% fruit juice
or 100% whole-grain items with as little processing and as
few additives as possible. If you want more salt or sugar, add it
yourself.
Finally, just take a deep breath and go for it! You are in control and
remember if you don’t buy it; it won't find its way into your house!

Discount

RATES

without discount

SERVICE.

It’s no accident more people trust
State Farm to insure their cars.
Call today.

Lee Ann LaBorde, Agent

8400 Brodie Lane, Suite 105
Austin, TX 78745-8161

Bus: 512-282-3100
lee.a.laborde.h32a@statefarm.com
Se habla espafiol

"
STATE FARM IS THERE.®

LIKE A GOOD NEIGHBOR

Providing Insurance and Financial Services

State Farm Mutual Automobile Insurance Company (Not in NJ), Bloomington, IL
P040034 12/04

(

Newsletter Article
Submissions

Interested in submitting an article? You can do so by
emailing VillageGazette@PEELinc.com or by going to htep://
www.peelinc.com/articleSubmit.php. All news must be
received by the 9th of the month prior to the issue. So if you
are involved with a school group, scouts, sports etc — please
submit your articles for The Village Gazette. Personal news
for the Stork Report, Teenage Job Seckers, special celebrations
and military service are also welcome.

Advertising Information

Please support the businesses that advertise in The Village
Gazette. Their advertising dollars make it possible for all
residents to receive the monthly newsletter at no charge. If
you would like to support the newsletter by advertising, please
contact our sales office at 512-263-9181 or advertising@
PEELinc.com. The advertising deadline is the 10th of each
month for the following month's newsletter.

PRINTING COMPANY

BUSINESS FORMS
NEWSLETTERS
FLYERS
ENVELOPES
LETTERHEADS
NCR SNAP APART
FORMS
RUBBER STAMPS
BUSINESS CARDS

Solving all your printing neods.
1-888-687-6444 ext. 24

Copyright © 2009 Peel, Inc.
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Movie Review

By Kiko Martinez - San Antonio-based film critic/writer
www.CineSnob.net

Harry Potter and the
Half Blood Prince

Daniel Radcliffe and Michael
Gambon star in “Harry Potter
and the Half-Blood Prince,” the

sixth installment of the series.

Starring: Daniel Radcliffe, Jim Broadbent, Emma Watson puberty?
Directed by: David Yates ("Harry Potter and the Order of the Yes, Harry (Daniel Radcliffe) has developed into a young man, and
Phoenix”) justin time. In “Half-Blood Prince,” there’s far more to fear than acne

Written by: Steve Kloves ("Harry Potter and the Goblet of Fire”) breakouts and raging hormones. The Dark Arts flourish as Harry
The popular boy wizard continues down the mysterious road of ~and best friends Ron (Rupert Grint) and Hermione (Emma Watson)

sorcery and wonderment that has entertained fans for the last eight ~ continue on their quest to stop the evil Lord Voldemort (seen in this

years in the sixth installment of the J.K. Rowling’s fantasy franchise, film only as a gothic-looking young student).

“Harry Potter and the Half-Blood Prince.” Who would have guessed ~ The story begins with Albus Dumbledore (Michael Gambon)

that Harry’s most formidable adversary in the new film would be )
(Continued on page 11)

We recommend an even
higher level of protection
this summer.

Great Hills Baptist Church

Sunday Schedule: e .’"’

9:30 & 11 am - Bible Life Groups (all ages) WESTBANK STRING SHOP

9:30 am - Celebration-Connection
(Worship Choir & Orchestra)
11:00 am - Life-Connection

(Worship Band)

RENTALS - REPAIRS - SALES

Classes Beginning September 20:
Hot Topics

Topics include: teen purity, empty-
nesters, financial stability, parenting

for greatness, defending your faith 6301 Manchaca Rd.

Soul Mates Austin, TX 78745
For couples who are newlywed,
engaged, or seriously dating 512-326-4898
10500 Jollyville Road . Austin, TX . 78759 www.westbankstringshop.com
www.ghbc.org | 512.343.7763 \\ f‘
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Movie Review- (Continued from Page 10)

interfering into Harry’s life outside of Hogwarts as he flires with
a café waitress and sets up an impromptu date. Harry, who now
knows he is “the chosen one,” doesn’t have time to enjoy the Muggle
world as much as he would like. Dumbledore whisks him off to visit
retired professor Horace Slughorn (Jim Broadbent) so they can try
to persuade him to return to Hogwarts. There’s something Slughorn
is suppressing in his memory that can help Harry understand how
to defeat Voldemorrt.

Along with Slughorn’s secrets, Harry must contend with a trio of
smoky Death Eaters, who are terrorizing both the Muggle and Wizard
worlds, Draco Malfoy (Tom Felton), who is coming into his own
and doing so by following orders of the Dark Lord himself, and, of
course, the romantic high jinks that seems contagious throughout
the entire school.

While romance continues to blossom occasionally between
Harry and Ginny Weasley (Bonnie Wright), Ron and Hermione’s
ambiguous relationship halts for a moment when another girl (Jessie
Cave) begins to show interest in Ron. There’s no need for too many
doses of love potion in the high school-like melodrama that plays
out in the halls of Hogwarts. With all the heartbreak, jealousy,
infatuation, and pitter-patter of youthful hearts, it’s really a treat
to see there’s actual blood pumping through these characters as the

story continues to unfold.

Directed by David Yates, who was also behind “Order of the
Phoenix,” “Half-Blood Prince” is the most dialogue-heavy of the
entire series. Yates and his screenwriting team slow down the pace
considerably to uncover more of the emotional elements of everyone
involved. However, there are still highly entertaining scenes comprised
of impressive special effects and sprightly editing (you can’t have a
“Harry Potter” movie without a weather-beaten game of Quidditch).
“Half-Blood Prince” is also the funniest of the bunch.

While actual magic might be a secondary thought in Rowling’s
text, “Half-Blood Prince” is a notable addition to the narrative as a
whole. It all leads up nicely to the final installment, “Harry Potter
and the Deathly Hollows,” which will be released in two parts in
2010 and 2011 respectively.

Grade:
B

inferior Cinema Beware

Open House ¢ Saturday, Aug 29 ¢ 10 a.m. - Noon

new Health Plaza Il.

New Services:
Adult Rehabilitation & Sports Medicine e Pulmonary Rehabilitation
MRI Imaging Services ® Healthy Habits Café and Gift Shop

facilities and taste samples from Healthy Habits Café.

Seton Southwest Hospital is proud to continue to bring quality
healthcare to the Southwest Austin area with the opening of the

Come to our Open House, Saturday, August 29 to tour these new

@

MOPAC @

Slaughter Ln.

Camp Ben @ @
McCullough Rd.

Seton Southwest Hospital
7900 FM 1826 ® Austin 78737 o 512-324-9000

Seton Southwest
Hospital

A member of the Seton Family of Hospitals
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A Sensible Plan for College Funding

Submitted by Rich Keith

As a parent, you may feel a moral obligation to fund your children’s
education, but you don’t want to sacrifice your current lifestyle or
rob your future retirement in order to fund education costs. Well, to
make funding both their education and your retirement a non-issue,
you must consider how to:

N\

—

- Maximize your cash flow so that you can invest
funds in education and retirement accounts.
This includes both reducing debt and lowering
expenses.

- Utilize the numerous education tax incentives
provided by the IRS to reduce taxes and produce
so-called “tax scholarships” for your family.

- Qualify for merit and need-based financial aid
offered by colleges

If you can maximize the benefits produced by the above strategies,
you may not have to compromise your education and retirement
goals. Historically, we see that college costs have risen at 2 to 3 times
the inflation rate of the Consumer Price Index. And college really
costs you more than you think because it is paid with after-tax dollars.
Depending on which tax bracket you are in, the amount you must

earn to pay for college is a good deal more because you must first
pay the IRS...before you pay the college.

How old will you be when your last child graduates from college?
Assume that you are 45 years old and you plan to retire in 20 years
and that a public college costs $60,000 for 4 years. You take the
money out of your retirement savings today. The money you give to
a public college for four years will cost your retirement fund about
$280,000 at an 8% return. Elite colleges cost more, but there is
a hidden benefit which we will get to later. And remember, these
numbers are for just one child’s college education.

Clearly this presents a funding dilemma shared by parents
everywhere: how to fund college and retirement? Experts agree there
are two methods to make this work:

The first method is by using your money through: (A) paying out of
your current income, (B) paying with withdrawals from your savings
accounts, or (C) borrowing. Most people use some combination of all
three. The second method is to use money from others. This comes in
the following forms: (A) financial aid, (B) by using special education tax
strategies, (C) gifts from relatives, or (D) your child’s resources (his/her
income and assets). We will explore this topic in future columns, how
to make a sensible, methodical plan for funding college expenses.

o)

COLIN'S HOPE

Drowning is the leading
cause of unintentional
injury-related death
in children ages 1-4

DROWNING IS QUICK AND SILENT

) Drowning Irreversible brain
4 occursinas 4 damage occurs
g littleas 2 g inaslittleas4

minutes. minutes.

Children who drown do not

Increasing water safety awareness and standards
FACTS YOU NEED TO KNOW ABOUT DROWNING

DROWNING WILL AFFECT YOU
OR SOMEONE YOU KNOW

¥EL]i i AR

Drowning is the 2nd leading cause of unintentional injury-related death ages 1-14.

For more information,

check out our website at

www.colinshope.org

DROWNING CAN STILL OCCUR
EVEN IF YOU KNOW HOW TO SWIM

NO ONE is “drown
proof”— no matter
their level of

swimming ability.

Falls, entrapments,
and injuries lead to
drowning regardless
of swimming level.

A majority of people overestimate
their own and their child’s ability to
swim, especially in a panic event.

»  Most children die

4 who are submerged
§ for as little as 6-10
§ Mminutes.

. They silently slip beneath the water, even with adults & lifeguards present.
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THE ASSOCIATE BY JOHN GRISHAM

I am a positive person and I feel bad about putting negativity
out there, especially in a book review. I must say, however, that
The Associate by John Grisham was a terrible book. I hadnt
read anything by Grisham since The Firm and The Pelican Brief
while in high school. At the time, they seemed like somewhat
smart novels. I came across The Associate at Half Price Books and
thought “why not?” Boy, has time changed the author—and not
for the better. My mom put it best, “he has a formula to his books.”
Meaning, he doesn’t put much thought into the books other than
to get them on the bookshelves as quickly as possible. Do lawyers
even read these books or find them even mildly entertaining?

In the book, a hotshot law student has two great job offers
and a bright future, but a blackmailing expert team has found
a skeleton in his closet and exploits it to the fullest in order to
obtain highly confidential information. Only in the last 50 or so

Rritt’s Rook Ruz:z:
It’s Criminal!

pages does the law student finally realize that he should just come
clean and face the issue. Wouldn't a Yale law student know how to
resolve the situation without having to work with the blackmailers?
I have absolutely no law background, but I saw no evidence to
even convict him!

Character development was poor and the book was loaded
with cliché after cliché and stereotypes (i.e. the hot law student
who dressed really great and showed off her perfect body to the
enjoyment of her male colleagues). The ending was horrifically
lazy and unfinished.

Looking at the bright side, I hope this review saved you a
worthless read.

Feel free to comment on this review or your thoughts on the
book or suggest a book for me to review on my blog at heep://www.
brittsbuzz.blogspot.com.

Oak Hill United Methodist Church
PRESENTS

wpper Jam &Y

Saturday, August 22
9-9em.

Live Praise Bands, Silent Auction, Bar-B-Que Dinner,
Waterslides and Inflatable Jumpers, Dunking Booth, and the Cross Project

BBQ Tickets: $10 Adults, $7 Children (under 12)
To buy tickets or to learn more, contact the church office at 288-3836. Limited tickets available at the door.

Featuring Praise Bands from Covenant/Korean UMC, Oak Hill UMC,
Southwest Hills Fellowship and Bannockburn Baptist.

7815 Highway 290 West (Across from the ACC Pinnacle campus)
www.oakhillunitedmethodistchurch.org
512-288-3836

oak hill

united methodist church
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Travel Tips
Submitted by Marina Byrum

If you plan to travel this year, you should be able to take advantage
of the many bargains that are available. With the stock market
wavering and the economy slowing, most cruise lines, tour
operators and hoteliers are feeling the pinch as travelers cut back
on vacation spending.
The good news is that this is a great time to travel, as prices
for almost everything are being slashed by as much as
75% off normal pricing. Many seven-
night cruises are available for
about $1,000.00 per couple,
based on an inside cabin (no
window or porthole). Hotels
are cutting their rates also; with
some offering 4th and 5th nights
free; or discounts as high as 60%
off the normal rack rates.
Whereas cruise lines have always
offered discounts to those who book
six months or more ahead; now they are

discounting even more. Carnival Cruise Lines, for example, now
offers an Early Saver Fare that offers about a 45% discount; with
the caveat that your deposit is non-refundable. They also offer
an optional insurance policy that would recover your deposit if
you need to cancel for any covered reason; i.e., accident, illness
or death in the immediate family.

Planning a vacation has never been easier; and
i’s doubtful we will ever see it cheaper. That
is, unless the economy continues to slide.
As we enter the month of July, there is
still plenty of availability for the rest of
the summer; something that has not

been true in summers past.
So take advantage of the deep discounts
if you can; and remember that no
matter where you go, just take care to enjoy

the journey. Have a fun, safe summer.

Advertise YOUR business
to YOUR neighbors for
less than 4¢ per home.

Effective Advertising, Done Right.

Call today to Reserve your space.

Peel, Inc.

COMMUNITY NEWSLETTERS

512-263-9181

www.PEELinc.com
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- Kids Stuff-

o Section for Kids with news. puzzles, games and more!

Not Available Online
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Austin Real Estate Partners' Market Report
6 Months Sold History (Jan '09 - Jun '09) CURRENT MARKET
SW Austin by TOTAL AVERAGE TCTAL
Neighborhood Homes | Square | Price / Year | Days On | Aygilable| Pending
Sold Feet | Sq. Foot | Price $K| Built Market Sale
Belterra 46 29951 § 991§ 295 2007 165 36 19
Circle C Ranch 139 27711% 116 % 320| 2000 21 103 33
Heights at Loma Vista 1 2537 (% 122§ 310| 2006 42 4 1
Highpointe 13 | 3020|s 94|$ 284| 2007 11 " 4
Legend Oaks 18 2139|% 119§ 255| 1993 31 9 8
Maple Run 40 162718 111§ 181 | 1987 82 12 12
Meridian 26 3269|% 114 $ 372| 2008 124 10 3
Ouak Creek Parke 8 2800($ 96§ 269 1993 94 5 1
Sendera 26 2036|$ 108| 8% 220 1999 78 11 13
Shady Hollow 15 2525(% 17§ 296| 1989 86 14 3
Villages at Western Oaks 54 20838 1168 243 1994 73 25 30
Western Oaks 3 2186 $ 122[$ 268| 1980 52 2 1
Grand Total 25341 112§ 283| 1998 95 242 128
Change Mo/Mo -2% 1% -1% 0% -4% -2% 7%

Market Repod doto waos obtained from the Austin-Multiple Listing Service (MLS) on 07/08/2009. In some coses new construction and
bomes are not included in the MLS data and thersfore are not represented. Data is desmed accurate but not guaranteed.

ol INVESTED IN YOUR SUCCESS

TE . . P :
§§Q#NE§{§ We believe in our process so much, we’ll help pay for it!

List your home with Austin Real Estate Partners and receive
288'8088 COMPLIMENTARY staging services as part of our 7 Step

www.AUSTINREPS.com Maximum Value Home Selling System - proven to get you

B ' 5% - 15% more money for your home.
Gone
: Visit us in Escarpment Village: 9600 Escarpment Blivd H?30 $

"5%-15% more money for your home” is @ trademark of MaxAvenue and is used with permission. B
Contoct Max#ve Agent Tara West for details - 512.288.8088

512.288.8088

www.AUSTINREPS.com
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