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News For The Residents of Summerwood

November

Outdoor Water
Conservation Tips

	 Even	though	we	use	water	every	day,	it’s	
easy	to	take	it	for	granted.	Just	imagine	
how	you	would	function	without	clean	
water.	 It’s	 everyone’s	 responsibility	 to	
conserve	 and	 protect	 water	 resources.	
The	 decisions	 and	 actions	 you	 make	
today	 truly	 affect	 our	 water	 resources	
for	the	future.	The	following	suggestions	
will	help	you	get	in	the	habit	of	saving	
water	in	the	great	outdoors:

Use	mulch	around	landscape	plantings.	
Mulch	will	help	eliminate	weeds	and	
hold	moisture	in	the	soil.
Select	 hardy	 plants	 that	 don’t	 need	
much	 water.	 Native	 plants	 that	 are	
well	adapted	to	your	climate	and	soils	
will	survive	well	without	supplemental	
watering.	A	copy	of	the	Steiner	Ranch	
Approved	Plant	list	is	available	on	the	
website	at	www.steinerranchhoa.org.
Water	during	the	cool	part	of	the	day	
to	avoid	rapid	evaporation.
When	 watering	 is	 necessary,	 water	
slowly	and	thoroughly.	If	you	notice	
puddles	or	runoff,	turn	water	off	and	
wait	 for	 water	 to	 soak	 in.	 Also	 be	
sure	your	sprinkler	puts	water	where	
you	 need	 it—not	 on	 driveways	 or	
sidewalks.
Wash	cars	efficiently.	First	give	the	car	a	
quick	rinse,	and	then	turn	the	water	off.	
Wash	one	section	of	the	car	at	a	time	
and	rinse	that	section	quickly.	Turn	the	
water	off	each	time.	

Visit www.auduboninternational.org 
for more conservation tips.
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•
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•

•

Not Available Online
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EMERGENCY NUMBERS
Emergency	Situations	......................................................911
Harris	County	Sheriff's	Dept.	(Dispatch)		...... 713-221-6000
	 Constable	-	Precinct	3	................................. 281-427-4791
Houston	Fire	Station	#105	......... 14014	Lake	Houston	Pkwy
	 	.......................................................Houston,	Texas	77044
South	Lake	Houston	EMS	(Dispatch)	............ 281-459-1277
Dead	Animal	Pick-Up	(Precinct	1)	................. 281-820-5151
Animal	Control	.............................................. 281-999-3191
	 After	Hours	................................................. 281-221-5000

UTILITY SERVICE NUMBERS
Public	Utility	Commission	Consumer	Hotline	888-782-8477
Summerwood	Technologies	............................ 281-225-1000
	 (Telephone,	Cable,	Alarm	Monitoring)
AT&T	............................................................ 800-288-2020
CenterPoint	.................................................... 713-659-2111
Reliant	Energy	................................................ 713-207-7777
Municipal	Utility	District	(MUD	#342)	........ 713-983-3602
	 24	Hour	Service	Number	............................ 713-983-3604
Garbage	Pick-Up	(Republic	Waste)	................ 281-446-2030
	 (Pick	up	on	Mon.	&	Thurs	-	Garbage	must	be	out	by	7	a.m.)

SUMMERWOOD MARKETING
Summerwood	New	Home	Center	.................. 281-225-1111
	 14111	Summerwood	Lakes	Drive;	Houston,	TX	77044

SCHOOLS
Summerwood	Elementary	.............................. 281-641-3000
POST	OFFICE
Post	Office...................................................... 713-631-2098
	 9604	Mesa	Drive;	Houston,	TX	77078

LAKEWOOD CRUSADERS
New Beginnings Bible Study

Every 3rd Friday 
7:30 P.M. - 8:30 P.M.

Summerwood Community Center
ALL ARE WELCOME

INCLUDING CHILDREN
LIGHT REFRESHMENTS SERVED

Contact:
Pastor Floyd and Alva Perry

gdnw@swbell.net
281-436-0779 

NEWSLETTER INfO

IMpORTANT NUMBERS

NEWSLETTER pUBLISHER
Peel,	Inc.	........................................................ 888-687-6444
				Article	Submissions	........................ articles@PEELinc.com
	 Advertising.......advertising@PEELinc.com,	888-687-6444

Go Green
Go Paperless
Sign up to receive The Summerwood Newsletter in 
your inbox. Visit PEELinc.com for details.

Submission Information 
	 Please	 help	 fill	 the	 Summerwood	 Newsletter	 with	 news	
of	 interest	 to	 Summerwood	 residents.	 If	 you	 have	 some	
information	 that	 you	 would	 like	 to	 have	 published	 in	 the	
newsletter,	 please	 visit	 our	 web-site:	 www.PEELinc.com.	
Articles	 and/or	 photos	 must	 be	 received	 by	 the	 9th	 of	 the	
month	for	the	following	month's	issue.	(Advertising	deadline	
is	the	10th	of	the	month.)

Appt. or Walk-ins Welcome 
Reloadable Gift Card Available 

281-225-4535 

OPEN: Mon-Fri 9-7 • Sat 9-6 • Sun 12-5 

NAILS & TAN 4 U 
Complete Professional Beauty Services 
Nails • Waxing • Facials • Tanning  

 Eyelash Extension • Permanent Makeup  

Not to be used with any other offer.  Exp. 11/30/09 

13175 W Lake Houston Pkwy • Houston, TX  77044  
 (The Shops at Summerwood) 

$5.00 OFF 
 Manicure & Pedicure Combo  

  

 
 

www.nailsntan4u.com 

Instant Gift Certificate available online 
•Mini-Spa for kids 
•Loyalty Points Reward Program 
•Client Referral Program 
•Honor Competitors Coupons 
•Online Appointment Request 
•Just in Time Gift Certificate 
•Authorized Retailer of  
 bareMinerals products. 

NEW 
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raveling over the holidays?  Follow these guidelines to ensure that you’re
tipping appropriately in the United States. If you’re traveling to a foreign
country, consult a travel guide on tipping practices at your destination.

• Server (full-service restaurant) – 15% to 20% of your total bill. 
• Bartender – 10% to 15% of your total drink bill. 
• Valet Parking – $1 to $2, given when the car is returned to you.
• Taxi – 10% to 15% of the total fare. 
• Airport Skycaps – $1 to $2 per bag. 
• Hotel Maid – $1 to $10 per night; varies with room rate 

and the amount of work you leave for them. 
• Bell Desk – $2 to $3 per bag for room delivery; $1 to $2 

per bag for storage retrieval. 

Keep in mind that you should always feel free to adjust 
your tip based on the level of service received. 

T

lthough winter holiday celebrations are joyous
events, we need to be aware of seasonal trappings that
can be hazardous to the health and safety of our pets.

Keep the following tips in mind to ensure happy holidays:

• Keep your pet on its regular diet.  Rich, fatty or inappropriate foods 
can cause significant gastrointestinal upset in animals, and some foods can be 
toxic, even in small quantities (e.g., chocolate, coffee, macadamia nuts, grapes, 
raisins, onions and alcoholic beverages). 

• When pets see water, they drink it.  This includes the water in the Christmas 
tree stand. Avoid adding chemicals to the water that could sicken your pets. 

• Refrain from decorating with tinsel, which can cause intestinal obstruction if 
ingested by a pet. 

• Tape down cords or run them under the rug to avoid shock hazards.
• Candles may add a certain ambiance to the holidays, but extra caution should be 

used in a house with pets.  Candles can be easily knocked over by an excited pet, 
creating a fire hazard.  

Two important numbers to keep at your fingertips during the holidays are those
for your vet and the Animal Poison Control Center (888-426-4435), a unique
hotline which provides 24/7 assistance to vets and pet owners.

ome people don’t realize 
the benefits of a Home
Protection Plan. However, as

an experienced Real Estate
Professional, I would like to explain
how a quality Home Protection
Plan can benefit you, whether you
are selling or buying a home. A
good Home Protection Plan
ensures the repair or replacement of
major covered home systems and
appliances that fail due to normal
use. For Sellers, this provides
added value to your home when it
is on the market. For Buyers, this
means peace of mind and
confidence in the purchase of your
home. I advise all my clients to
include a Home Protection Plan
with their transaction, and 
the company I trust to provide the
best service and coverage is 
Old Republic Home Protection.
Call me today for more information
about how this valuable service can
be put to work for you.

Gratuity Guidelines

he Holidays are here, bringing
with them traditional holiday

gatherings. Need more 
space to accommodate
your growing family and
expanding circle of
friends? Call me, and I’ll 
help you find the perfect

home to meet your needs! 

now anyone who is buying
or selling real estate? Please
pass my name on to friends,

family, and co-workers, and I will
use my skills, knowledge, and
background in the real estate
industry to help them with their sale
or purchase.

K

If you are working with another Real Estate Professional, please disregard this notice.                                                                                                                           Copyright © 2009

A
T Holiday Pet Pointers

S

TRACY MONTGOMERY
tracy@tracysoldit.com

Mobile: (713) 825-5905 Making Dreams Come True....One home At A Time!
Website:   www.tracysoldit.com
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We Challenge What 
You Pay For Electricity

Spark Power BankSpark Power Bank

SIGN-UP ONLINE TODAY!
WWW.SPARKPOWERBANK.COM

SIGN-UP ONLINE TODAY!
WWW.SPARKPOWERBANK.COM

Please choose “Newsletter Ad” as your referral

I’m Texas Energy Analyst Alan Lammey. 
Maybe you’ve heard me on the radio talking
about the market forces that drive energy 
prices. I’m here to tell you that you’re not 

stuck paying those high prices
to big electric companies anymore!

Why pay more than you have to?Why pay more than you have to?

Not Available Online
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Bashans Painting
 & Home Repair

• Interior & Exterior Painting
• Hardi Plank Installation
• Wood Replacement
• Sheetrock Repair
• Interior Carpentry
• Cabinet Painting
• Wallpaper Removal and Texturizing
• Pressure Washing
• Fence Repair/Replacement
• Garage Floor Epoxy
• Custom Staining
• Roofing
• Gutter Repair/Replacement
• Faux Painting

Commercial/Residential
Free Estimates

281-347-6702

References Available • Fully Insured
No PAymENt UNtIl ComPlEtIoN

281-731-3383cell

bashanspainting@earthlink.net

Holiday
headquarters

10% OFF
total purchase

Not to be combined with any other offers or used
on sale merchandise.  Expires December 15, 2009

7571 FM 1960 E @ W. Lake Houston Pkwy • 281-812-6400
724 Kingwood Dr. @ Loop 494 • 281-358-2612

Rachael’s

Advertise 
Your Business Here

888-687-6444
Not Available Online
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__school_amount__ schools in the __city_1__ area!
Call 1.800.PRIMROSE or visit 

www.primroseschools.com to find your 
neighborhood Primrose School.

__school_name_1__
  __phone_1__

__school_name_2__
  __phone_2__

__school_name_1__
__school_name_2__
__school_name_3__

School Name
Address | City, State Zip | Phone

Educational Child Care For Infants through Private Kindergarten 
and After School

Active minds, healthy 
bodies and happy hearts.
At Primrose, we believe that with the right foundation 

anything is possible. That’s why we offer a complete approach 

to early childhood education. Our proprietary, accredited 

curriculum nurtures emotionally, physically and intellectually.

Limited Spaces.  Enroll Now!

Primrose School at Summerwood
14002 W. Lake Houston Pkwy.  |  Houston, TX   77044  | 281.454.6000 

www.primrosesummerwood.com

Each Primrose School is privately owned and operated. Primrose Schools and The Leader in Educational Child Care 
are trademarks of Primrose School Franchising Company. ©2008 PSFC. All rights reserved.

281-465-8705
832-563-8797
800-GO-CERTA

(462-3782)

www.certapro.com

FREE Color Consultation
with any interior or

exterior painting job.

Not Available Online
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Technology for Today’s Home
  
  

Roth IRA Income Limits Lifted
Submitted by Rich Keith

Did	you	know	that	in	retirement,	taxes	are	
second	only	 to	housing	 as	 the	biggest	 cost?		
When	 you	 reduce	 tax	 expense,	 you	 reduce	
retirement	 risk.		 Roth	 IRAs	 offer	 tax-free	
withdrawals	 in	 retirement,	 and	 new	 Roth	
IRA	changes	could	really	benefit	people	now	
out	of	work	who	find	themselves	in	a	much	
lower	tax	bracket.		This	is	because	the	tax	on	
Roth	assets	is	paid	upfront.		That’s	how	Roth	
IRAs	create	a	tax-free	income	stream	when	the	
investor	retires.	Paying	in	post-tax	dollars	today,	the	saver	gambles	
that	income	taxes	will	be	higher	in	the	future,	which	would	make	
paying	taxes	on	the	assets	now	a	smart	thing	to	do.		Do	you	think	
taxes	are	going	to	go	up?

Traditional	IRAs	work	in	the	opposite	way—investors	pay	in	pretax	
dollars	now,	paying	 income	tax	on	withdrawals	when	they	retire,	
a	strategy	that	can	pay	off	if	an	investor	requires	a	smaller	annual	
income	in	retirement,	putting	them	in	a	lower	tax	bracket.

But	as	of	Jan.	1,	for	the	first	time,	people	earning	a	modified	adjusted	
gross	income	of	over	$100,000	will	be	able	to	convert	any	amount	of	
assets	in	their	traditional	IRAs	to	Roth	IRAs.	For	higher	wage	earners,	

this	is	a	prime	opportunity	to	convert	money	
into	the	Roth	IRA	to	allow	your	money	to	have	
tax-free	growth	at	retirement.		For	2010	only,	
investors	will	also	be	able	to	spread	those	upfront	
tax	payments	over	two	years.	

And	you	don’t	have	to	wait	until	2010.		For	
wager	 earners	 that	make	 less	 than	$100,000	
adjusted	gross	income,	you	can	actually	convert	
now.		Converting	now	when	the	market	remains	
at	low	levels	means	your	tax	bill	may	be	reduced.		

Now	is	the	time	to	prepare.		If	you	know	that	you	are	going	to	
convert	in	2010,	begin	accumulating	the	tax	money	now.		You	can	
estimate	what	the	tax	bill	will	actually	be	at	the	time	of	conversion,	
so	why	not	add	a	little	extra	to	your	emergency	fund	to	insure	that	
you	have	enough	to	pay	the	tax	bill	for	this	exciting	event?

The	 IRS’	 2010	 conversion	 “gift”	 is	 not	 limited	 to	 just	 your	
traditional	IRA.		If	you	have	any	old	401(k)s	or	any	other	retirement	
plans	from	a	previous	employer,	those	will	also	be	allowed	to	convert	
as	well.		Now	might	be	a	good	idea	to	convert	them	all.		There	are	
several	restrictions;	check	with	your	tax	advisor	and	your	financial	
coach	before	to	get	all	the	details	before	making	any	decisions.	
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BUSINESS CARDS / BUSINESS CARD MAGNETS / MAGNETS

POST-IT® NOTES / CUBES & MEMO PADS / DECALS

BUMPER STICKERS / MEMBERSHIP CARDS & ID BADGES

PERSONALIZED WRITING INSTRUMENTS /  CALENDARS

HEALTHCARE PROMOTIONS / DRINKWARE & KOOZIES®

NEWSLETTERS / BOOKLETS / FLYERS

ENVELOPES / LETTERHEADS / RUBBER STAMPS

BUSINESS FORMS  / AND MUCH MORE....

















1-888-687-6444 ext. 24

Promote Your Business

need an advertising sPecialitY item?

Experience Matters
Doing business for

30+ years.

DISCLAIMER:	Articles	and	ads	in	this	newsletter	express	the	opinions	of	
their	authors	and	do	not	necessarily	reflect	the	opinions	of	Peel,	Inc.	or	its	
employees.	Peel,	Inc.	is	not	responsible	for	the	accuracy	of	any	facts	stated	in	
articles	submitted	by	others.	The	publisher	also	assumes	no	responsibility	for	
the	advertising	content	with	this	publication.	All	warranties	and	representations	
made	in	the	advertising	content	are	solely	that	of	the	advertiser	and	any	such	
claims	regarding	its	content	should	be	taken	up	with	the	advertiser.
*	The	publisher	assumes	no	liability	with	regard	to	its	advertisers	for	misprints	
or	failure	to	place	advertising	in	this	publication	except	for	the	actual	cost	of	
such	advertising.
*	 Although	 every	 effort	 is	 taken	 to	 avoid	 mistakes	 and/or	 misprints,	 the	
publisher	 assumes	 no	 responsibility	 for	 any	 errors	 of	 information	 or	
typographical	mistakes,	except	as	limited	to	the	cost	of	advertising	as	stated	
above	or	in	the	case	of	misinformation,	a	printed	retraction/correction.
*	Under	no	circumstances	shall	the	publisher	be	held	liable	for	incidental	or	
consequential	damages,	 inconvenience,	 loss	of	business	or	 services,	or	 any	
other	liabilities	from	failure	to	publish,	or	from	failure	to	publish	in	a	timely	
manner,	except	as	limited	to	liabilities	stated	above.

At	no	time	will	any	source	be	allowed	to	use	the	Summerwood	Newsletter	
contents,	or	loan	said	contents,	to	others	in	anyway,	shape	or	form,	nor	in	any	
media,	website,	print,	film,	e-mail,	electrostatic	copy,	fax,	or	etc.	for	the	purpose	
of	solicitation,	commercial	use,	or	any	use	for	profit,	political	campaigns,	or	
other	self	amplification,	under	penalty	of	law	without	written	or	expressed	
permission	from	Peel,	Inc.	The	information	in	the	Summerwood	Newsletter	
is	exclusively	for	the	private	use	of	Peel	Inc.

If you would like to submit YOUR recipe
email it to articles@peelinc.com.

Recipe of the Month
String Bean Casserole

	4	cans	French	style	green	beans,	drained
	1	lb.	Velveeta	cheese
	1	medium	jar	pimentos
	1	large	can	mushrooms
	¼	lb.	butter	or	margarine
	1	large	green	pepper,	chopped
	Ritz	crackers	or	sliced	almonds

	 Melt	butter.	Saute	green	peppers.	Add	cheese	to	melt.	Add	
beans,	 mushrooms,	 and	 pimentos.	 Put	 into	 baking	 dish	 and	
sprinkle	with	Ritz	cracker	crumbs	or	sliced	almons.	Bake	at	350º	
for	25	minutes.

•
•
•
•
•
•
•
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Peel, Inc.
1-888-687-6444

www.PEELinc.com

community newsletters

Effective Advertising, Done Right.
Call today to Reserve your space.

Advertise YOUR business
to YOUR neighbors for
less than 5¢ per home.

sw

free Stuff for Your Computer (And Cell Phone)
 Submitted by Laurie Scott

As	 holiday	 spending	 approaches,	 here	 are	 some	 free	 programs	
to	make	your	computing	easier	and	more	fun	with	zero	impact	on	
your	budget.

Everybody	hates	dealing	with	usernames	and	passwords	at	login	
screens,	and	as	a	result	I	see	a	LOT	of	people	who	have	very	easy	
passwords	(like	the	name	of	their	dog)	not	only	for	their	computer	
but	even	for	their	online	banking!		Well,	here’s	LastPass	to	the	rescue	
(download	from	https://lastpass.com)	with	a	password	manager	that	
works	with	Windows,	Mac	OSX	and	even	Linux.		With	LastPass	you	
can	have	strong	passwords	that	are	hard	to	impossible	to	remember,	
but	don’t	have	to	remember	because	LastPass	will	remember	for	you.		
You	passwords	are	encrypted	using	a	master	password	that	only	you	
will	know,	so	your	private	information	is	always	safe.		LastPass	will	
work	across	all	your	browsers	and	computers.		You	can	even	retrieve	
your	 passwords	 online	 from	 another	 computer	 on	 their	 web	 site	
(where	no	one	but	you	can	access	them.)

How	about	free	music,	legally!		Amazon	has	over	1,000	songs	in	
all	styles	from	Blues	to	Folk	to	Rock	to	Opera.		Many	of	these	are	
new	groups	getting	their	music	out,	but	I’ve	seen	everything	from	
Alice	Cooper	to	Andres	Segovia	to	Jeff	Beck	to	the	Boston	Pops.		If	
you	use	 iTunes,	Amazon’s	download	manager	will	 seamlessly	add	

your	songs	to	iTunes	for	you.		So	load	up	your	iPod	and	Zune	with	
all	this	free	music.		This	abbreviated	link	will	take	you	to	Amazon’s	
free	music	page:	http://tinyurl.com/TekChicFreeMusic		

How	does	a	free	secretary	sound?		TimeCave.com	will	any	message	
you	create	back	to	you	or	anyone	you	want	at	ANYTIME	you	want	
within	3	years.		Do	you	keep	a	perfect	calendar	but	your	best	friend	
is,	shall	we	say	“challenged”	when	keeping	her	calendar	organized?		
Have	a	 lunch	date	next	week?	 	Go	to	Time	Cave	and	enter	your	
message	“don’t	forget	about	our	lunch	tomorrow”,	enter	her	email	
address	and	the	day	and	time	you	would	like	it	delivered.		Now,	even	
if	YOU	forget	to	remind	her,	Time	Cave	will.

Cell	phone	users,	you’re	not	left	out.		Wouldn’t	it	be	nice	to	be	able	
to	call	411	from	your	cell	phone	without	having	to	pay	a	dollar	or	
more	for	each	call?		Thanks	to	Google	you	can	now	get	information	
for	any	city	in	the	country	by	simply	dialing	800-466-4411	(that’s	
800-GOOG-411).		They	have	a	voice	recognition	system	that	lets	
you	tell	it	what	you’re	looking	for	and	it’s	amazingly	accurate.		So	
program	that	number	into	your	phone	and	say	goodbye	to	excessive	
411	charges	from	your	carrier.

Next	month	look	for	my	annual	“Geeky	Gifts	for	the	Techie	in	
Your	Life”	Christmas	article.
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Color the drawing below and mail the finished artwork to us at
Peel, Inc. - Kids Club

311 Ranch Road 620 S,  Suite 200
Lakeway, TX 78734

We will select the top few and post their artwork online at www.PEELinc.com. DUE: November 30th

Attention KIDS: Send Us Your Masterpiece!

SW

Be sure to include the following so we can let you know!

Name: _______________________________ Email Address:  ___________________________________________
           (first name, last initial)

Age:________[This information will only be used to notify you or your parents if your artwork was selected.]
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Behind Capital One Bank • 4830 Wilson Rd, Ste 300, Humble, TX 77396 • Open Mon-Fri: 8:30-6:30, Sat: 9-2

tel: 281-441-7638 • www.postnet.com/tx203

Want a hassle free 
holiday season?
SHIP EARLY & SAVE!
We’ll take care of the details 
so you don’t have to worry...

We can help. PostNet.
Your Neighborhood Business Center

DESIgN  •  PRINt  •  CoPY  •  SHIP  •  MAILboxES  •  MoRE

25% OFF 
InternatIOnal ShIppIng

USPS Excluded.

15% OFF 
DOMeStIC ShIppIng

USPS Excluded.

BUy 1 hOlIDay 
greetIng CarD,
get One 1/2 OFF!

Restrictions may apply

$5 OFF 
$25 tOtal pUrChaSe

USPS Excluded.
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Apr 09 May 09 June 09 July 09 Aug 09 Sept 09

$300,000+ 5	 0	 2	 2	 2	 3
$250 - 299,999	 1	 1	 2	 3	 2	 1
$200 - 249,999	 4	 4	 6	 0	 4	 2
$170 - 199,999	 5	 4	 4	 3	 4	 4
Under $170,000	 0	 3	 3	 4	 5	 1

TOTAL 15 12 17 12 17 11
New Construction 6 2 5 2 3 1
Resales 9 10 12 10 14 10
Avg $/Sq Ft 78.32 78.81 76.60 77.50 76.14 75.32
Avg Days on Mkt 116 68 100 80 83 113

* All figures based off MLS data 10/8/09 **For communities 2500 acres

Shalene Fox

Summerwood is the Greater Houston Builder’s
Association Community of the Year for 2006. **

Who knows the neighborhood better than a NEIGHBOR?

Direct: 832-338-8586 • Email: sfox16@entouch.net

Summerwood Resident

Is your realtor providing this information to
potential buyers? Are they even aware of it?

Make sure your realtor knows the neighborhood
so you don’t miss out on potential sales.

Broker

Peel, Inc.
311 Ranch Road 620 S. Ste 200
Lakeway, TX 78734-4775
www.PEELinc.com
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PEEL, INC.
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