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Message to Members
A n n u a l   M e e t i n g  - 
J a n u a r y  24,  2010!

Please take a moment to mark down a very important upcoming event 
on your calendars –  the Courtyard’s annual meeting starting at 6:00 
p.m. on Sunday, January 24, 2010 in the lobby of the office building 
located at the intersection of Courtyard Drive  and  Scout Island Circle 
North.  Although we would like very much for every resident to attend 
this meeting, we know, as a practical matter, that it is just not always 
possible.  As we have noted earlier, however, our Declaration mandates 
that a quorum be present at this meeting so that important homeowner 
association business can be conducted.  For this reason, we urge you 
to read the written materials when they arrive in January, and sign and 
mail in your voting proxy as soon as possible to help us avoid the costs 
of rescheduling a second annual meeting.  

We recognize that it is often difficult to know this far ahead whether 
your schedule will permit your attendance.  Please note that sending in 
your proxy early in case you cannot attend the annual meeting in person 
will not prevent you from showing up at the meeting and voting directly 
yourself.  Further reminders and more information about the annual 
meeting and voting by proxy will appear in the January newsletter and 
on the Courtyard’s website:  www.courtyardhoa.org.  If you have any 
questions, please contact any Board member or our Marilyn Childress 
at Goodwin Management (502-7509).

During this holiday season, please keep an eye out for anything 
suspicious on or around your neighbor(s)’ homes and property.  If you 
know your neighbors are out of town and it looks like they forgot to 
cancel the newspaper or mail begins to pile up, please try to collect these 
things and let your neighbor(s) know when they return.     

Best wishes to you all for a safe and happy Holiday season !!!

Drive Safely in the Courtyard

Your Courtyard Homeowner’s Association Board of Directors

Courtyard 
Book Club 

Celebrates  Christmas
For our December gatherings, the Courtyard Book 

Group has developed a much anticipated method to 
celebrate the holidays with books.  Members will get 
together at Jean Heath’s home, 5909 Tom Wooten Dr., 
on Tuesday, December 8 at 1 p.m. to visit and exchange 
books.  Bring a book wrapped as a present and a dish 
to share. Books are exchanged using a number system, 
and it is always exciting to see what you have received 
to read in the coming year.  Readers discuss why they 
brought particular books to share -- what they found 
that makes the book(s) worth passing along.  The group 
also decides at this meeting what books we will read for 
the coming year.  Please come join us at this festive time.  
For additional information, call Jean Heath at 512-231-
9412 or email at heathcjb@yahoo.com

Looking ahead to the new year, in January, we will 
read, The Invisible Wall; a Love Story that Broke Barriers  
by Harry Bernstein.  The story takes place in an 
English mill town prior to World War I and explores 
the separation between Christians and Jews living in 
close proximity. The book received a starred review in 
Publisher’s Weekly and has garnered a positive response 
from readers.  The Invisible Wall is available in the Austin 
Public and University of Texas Libraries.  



�     Courtyard Homeowners Association, Inc. Newsletter - December 2009	 Copyright © 2009 Peel, Inc.

Courtyard Caller

CHA Board of Directors
President, Frank Apgar....................794-8346, 415-9412 cell
Vice President,Ed Ueckert...................................... 345-6137
Secretary, Mitch Ortego ........................................ 299-2133
Treasurer, Jim Lloyd............................................... 231-0855
Leslie Craven.......................................................... 502-1124
Karen Johnson........................................................ 343-2420
Waneen Spirduso ................................................... 345-5078

Committees
Environmental Control (ECC) 
	 Diana Apgar....................................................... 415-9412
Community Park 
	 Jim Reed............................................................. 502-8511
Welcome 
	 Alice Randolph................................................... 394-7218
Social 
	 ................................................................................... TBA	
Landscape & Decorating  
	 Ed Ueckert......................................................... 345-6137
Security 
	 Jim Lloyd............................................................ 231-0855
Communications 
	 Leslie Craven...................................................... 502-1124
Compliance
	 Karen Johnson ................................................... 343-2420
Kayak Committee
	 Waneen Spirduso................................................ 345-5078
Area Development and Zoning Liaison
	 Bill Meredith...................................................... 345-0593

Management Company
Goodwin Management: Marilyn Childress 

 11149 Research Blvd. Austin, TX 78759-5227 
512-502-7509

SUB-HOA CONTACTS

Center Court:
	 Ryan Duffin........................................................ 626-5905
	
Travis County Courtyard (aka "Backcourt")
	 Allan Nilsson..................................................... 346-8432
	 ..................................................... arnilsson@earthlink.net
Villas at Courtyard:
	 Thomas Hoy....................................................... 231-1270
	 .............................................Thomas.Hoy@freescale.com
Wolf Court:
	 Tim Sullivan....................................................... 346-3146
	 ..................................................... tsullivan@austin.rr.com
	

Hungry Girl’s 
Butternut Squash Fries

Servings: 2-4
Difficulty: Moderate

Cook Time: 30-60 min

Ingredients:
1 medium butternut squash (about 2 pounds - large enough to 
yield 20 ounces uncooked flesh);  1/8 teaspoon kosher salt

Directions:	
Preheat oven to 425 degrees. 
•	 Use a sharp knife to remove the ends of the squash. 
•	 Cut squash in half widthwise (making it easier to manage) 

and then peel squash halves using a vegetable peeler or a 
knife. 

•	 Cut squash in half lengthwise and then scoop out all 
seeds. 

•	 Next, cut squash into French fry shapes. 
•	 You can use a crinkle cutter to make authentic-looking 

crinkle-cut fries, but they'll taste great any way you slice 
'em.

•	 Using a paper towel, pat squash pieces firmly to absorb any 
excess moisture. 

•	 Place squash in a bowl, add a light mist of nonstick spray, 
and sprinkle with salt. 

•	 Toss squash to evenly distribute salt and then transfer to a 
large baking pan sprayed with nonstick spray. Use 2 pans 
if needed. Squash pieces should lie flat in the pan. 

•	 Place pan(s) in the oven and bake for 40 minutes or so 
(longer for thick-cut fries, shorter for skinnier fries), flipping 
halfway through baking. Fries are done when they are 
starting to brown on the edges and get crispy.
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(Continued on Page 5)

BUSINESS CARDS / BUSINESS CARD MAGNETS / MAGNETS

POST-IT® NOTES / CUBES & MEMO PADS / DECALS

BUMPER STICKERS / MEMBERSHIP CARDS & ID BADGES

PERSONALIZED WRITING INSTRUMENTS /  CALENDARS

HEALTHCARE PROMOTIONS / DRINKWARE & KOOZIES®

NEWSLETTERS / BOOKLETS / FLYERS

ENVELOPES / LETTERHEADS / RUBBER STAMPS

BUSINESS FORMS  / AND MUCH MORE....

















1-888-687-6444 ext. 24

Promote Your Business

need an advertising sPecialitY item?

Experience Matters
Doing business for

30+ years.

Did You Know?
Pennybacker Bridge and Loop 360/Capital of Texas Highway:

Nowadays, most everyone refers to the 
arched bridge over Lake Austin near the 
entrance to our neighborhood as “the 360 
bridge.”  Did you know, however, that this 
amazing bridge spanning Lake Austin is 
actually namee for Percy Pennybacker, who 
designed bridges for the Texas Highway 
Department and was a pioneer in the 
technology of welded structures?

The contract for the bridge was let in late 
1979, and major structural steelwork was 
finished by July 1982.  The bridge was dedicated on November 29, 
1982 by Austin Mayor Carole McClellan and other public officials, 
and was opened for traffic on December 3, 1982.

Built at a cost of $10 million, the Pennybacker Bridge is made 
of steel and was given a uniform weathered rust finish to allow 
it to better blend in with the surrounding hills and lake.  The 
600,000,000 pounds of steel used in its construction were produced 
in Japan.  Bridge structures were fabricated in Ulsan, Korea by 

Hyundai Heavy Industries, shipped on the 
Jundale freighter to the Port of Houston, and 
then trucked to the bridge site where it was 
erected by Bristol Steel of Bristol, Virginia.  
Construction was coordinated by Clearwater 
Constructors of Denver, Colorado. 

Over 1100 feet in length with a 600 foot 
central arched span, the Pennybacker Bridge 
is constructed such that no part of the 
structure touches the water 100 feet below.  
This design was intended to keep Lake Austin 

free from support columns because the recreational lake (really a 
dammed stretch of the Colorado River) is so popular with boaters 
and water skiers. The untied arch suspension span is suspended by 
72 steel cables. At the time of  construction, it was only the second 
bridge of this design in the world.

Pennybacker Bridge won first place in the 1984 Federal Highway 
Administration’s Excellence in Highway Design competition. In 
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Did You Know? - (Continued from page 4)

1992, the Austin members of the Consulting 
Engineers Council of Texas were surveyed 
and selected the bridge as the most innovative 
example of Austin architecture.

Welcoming

GEORGE P. RODGERS, MD FACC
Jeffrey B. Michel, MD FACC

Dr. George Rodgers
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Plans to Trim Your 

Oak Trees?  
Do It Now To Avoid Oak Wilt!

As many of  you may 
recall, oak trees should not 
be trimmed from February 
through June as this is when 
the oak wilt carrier beetle is 
most active.  The season to 
trim oak trees runs from July 
through January and if your 
oak trees don’t get trimmed 
between now and the end of January, they should not be trimmed 
until at least June 2010, although many experts maintain waiting 
until July is safest.  See tips on trimming and tree care below.

By way of reminder, our neighborhood Declaration requires that 
no tree, shrub or planting of any kind be allowed to overhang or 
otherwise encroach upon any sidewalk or other pedestrian way from 
ground level to a height of seven (7) feet, and the City of Austin 
requires that all trees overhanging streets have a minimum clearance 
of fourteen (14) feet above street level.  

Proper pruning
Do not prune oaks February through June as this is peak carrier 
beetle activity season.
Sterilize tools with bleach or alcohol (Lysol is also a solution) 
before pruning.
Employ certified arborists and their firms (avoid scam artists).

Proper wound treatment
Immediately paint wounds with pruning paint or latex paint 
within 15 minutes as carrier beetles may be attracted to untreated 
cuts or wounds.

Proper firewood usage
Select well seasoned firewood as unseasoned wood might be 
contaminated.
Select Oak Wilt free firewood that has no fungal mat 
contamination.

Resources
Texas Oak Wilt Information Partnership: http://www.texasoakwilt.
org/
Northwest Austin Civic Association: http://www.nwaca.org/
oakwilt/
City of Austin: http://www.ci.austin.tx.us/oakwilt/
Texas Forest Service: http://texasforestservice.tamu.edu/main/
article.aspx?ctrl=6
U.S. Forest Service: http://www.na.fs.fed.us/fhp/ow/states/tx/
tx.shtm

•

•

•

•

•

•

•

•

•
•

•

Tongue Twisters
We All Know These Fun Tongue Twisters From Our Past:
•	 Peter Piper picked a peck of pickled peppers, if Peter Piper picked 

a peck of pickled peppers, where's the peck of pickled peppers 
Peter Piper picked?

•	 How much wood would a woodchuck chuck if a woodchuck 
could chuck wood? A woodchuck would chuck as much wood as 
a woodchuck could chuck if a woodchuck could chuck wood.

But Try Your Luck With These:
•	 I'm not the pheasant plucker, I'm the pheasant plucker's mate. 

And I'm only plucking pheasants 'cause the pheasant plucker's late. 
I'm not the pheasant plucker, I'm the pheasant plucker's son, and 
I'm only plucking pheasants till the pheasant pluckers come.

•	 A tutor who tooted the flute tried to tutor two tooters to toot. 
Said the two to the tutor "Is it tougher to toot or to tutor two 
tooters to toot?"

•	 Betty Botter bought some butter. "But," she said, "this butter's 
bitter. If I put it in my batter it will make my batter bitter. But 
a bit of better butter will make my batter better." So she bought 
a bit of butter better than her bitter butter and she put it in her 
batter and it made her batter better. So, 'twas better Betty Botter 
bought a bit of better butter.
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Happy
Holidays!
Happy

Holidays!

www.childrenscenterofaustin.com

· please present coupon 
  at time of enrollment
· one discount per family

Austin Newcomers Club 
December Luncheon

Austin Newcomers is a social organization dedicated to introducing 
residents to the Austin Community and giving them the opportunity 
to meet and make new friends.  Join us at our monthly luncheon as 
well as take the opportunity to learn about and become involved in 
many fun Interest groups.

Join us to hear Emily Bem, an award-winning singer and actress as 
she sings for us at our holiday luncheon.  Emily has been performing 
in Austin for the past ten years.  Most recently, she appeared as 
Sister Robert Anne in Nunsense with TexARTS, a company she has 
previously performed with including The Music Man (Alma), Big 
River (Widow Douglas) and Damn Yankees (Doris). On the Zilker 
Hillside, Emily played Alice Miller in My Favorite Year (she won a 
B. Iden Payne award), the Wardrobe in Beauty and The Beast, and 
most recently, Eulalie Mackecknie Shinn in The Music Man (Payne 
nominee). Emily performed in eight consecutive Austin Musical 
Theatre shows. At Austin Playhouse she was Hattie in Kiss Me 
Kate and Miss Weston in Damn Yankees. She has played a variety of 
characters as well as playing Aldonza in Man of La Mancha--one of her 
all time dream roles--at the Sam Bass Theater in Round Rock. Emily 
directed Schoolhouse Rock Live! Junior for TexARTS at the Long 
Center, and teaches at their Academy in Lakeway. She also teaches 
acting and singing at Huntington Surrey High School, and offers 
lessons to people of all ages at her house in Southwest Austin.  She 
will be accompanied on the piano is Marlene Nichols.

Time: 11:00 AM Social - 12 Noon Luncheon
Date:  December 16, 2009 (Reservations required 

by Thursday, December 10th)
Location:  Green Pastures Restaurant
	 811 W. Live Oak Street, Austin, 78704
Luncheon Cost:  $20 per person

For more information visit www.austinnewcomers.
com or call 512-314-5100

December Program:  Fabulous Holiday Entertainment
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512-263-9181 • www.PEELinc.com

Peel, Inc.
Printing & Publishing
Publishing Community Newsletters Since 1991

Advertise your business
to your neighbors.

Support Your 
Neighborhood

Newsletter.
Leslie Chambliss

Sales Representative
512-656-1170

leslie@PEELinc.com

such as “please” or “thank you” and then 
transition to the spoken words around age 
two. By age three, children should be able 
to stay seated at mealtime if you sit down 
with them. 

2. Give specific feedback: Children learn best 
when they receive specific feedback about 
their behavior which is far more effective 
than generic praise. For example, instead of 

Tips for Teaching Children 
About Table Manners 

Submitted by Rebecca Beavers 

Teaching your children table manners 
may sound old fashioned, but it never 
goes out of style. Having good manners 
shows your respect for other people, 
and it’s more than saying “please” and 
“thank you.” It’s about helping your 
children develop habits and behaviors 
that will help them relate to adults and 
other children in a positive way. “To 
make your family mealtime time special 
and relaxing, slow down, sit and talk 
with your children and expect good 
behavior. You will be pleasantly surprised 
at how much easier and enjoyable it 
will become,” said Dr. Mary Zurn, vice 
president of education for Primrose 
Schools. “This is important because 
children with good manners often find it 
easier to make friends and get along with 
others at school and at home.”

Dr. Zurn offers five table manners tips 
to get parents started:
1. Start early: Don’t wait until you think 

your child is “old enough” to learn 
polite behavior. Just as children learn 
to crawl before they learn to walk, 
they also learn manners in stages. 
Even infants watch parents for rules 
of expected behavior. Very young 
children can learn to sign key phrases 

saying, “Good job,” you can say, “I’m 
so glad you set the table.”

3. Encourage polite conversation: 
Children as young as two can learn 
to engage in polite conversation at 
the dinner table with the right kind 
of guidance. As you are at the table 
eating together, show them how to 
take turns listening, talking, and asking 
questions.

4. Set a good example: Make sure your 
words and actions match. Children 
watch parents all the time for behavior 
clues. For example, if you want your 
child to eat broccoli because it’s a 
healthy food choice, you will need 
to let them see you enjoy eating it as 
well.

5. Create a routine: Children learn best 
from consistency because it helps them 
know what to expect. Start with the 
repetition of a few simple steps such 
as putting a napkin in your lap when 
you sit down. Create a routine that is 
easy for them to repeat and remember. 
For more tips from Dr. Zurn and a list 
of book suggestions on teaching your 
children table manners, visit www.
Dr.ZandMe.com.
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Veuve Clicquot Champ ......................Was…$56.99 / Now ... $49.99
Perrier Jouet Brut ................................Was…$49.99 / Now ... $32.99
Nicolas Feuillate Champ ....................Was…$36.99 / Now ... $30.99
Rombauer Chardonnay ......................Was…$39.99 / Now ... $30.99
The Cutrer Chard-Sonoma Cutrer ...Was…$32.99 / Now ... $27.99
Miner Chardonnay ..............................Was…$31.99 / Now…$25.99
Stags Leap Chardonnay......................Was…$28.99 / Now…$19.99
Ferrari Carano Chardonnay...............Was…$28.99 / Now ... $19.99
Sonoma Cutrer Chard Russian River .Was…$26.99 / Now ... $20.99
Cuvaison Chardonnay ........................Was…$24.99 / Now ... $18.99
Simi Russian River Chardonnay........Was…$24.99 / Now ... $19.99
Santa Margherita Pinot Grigio ..........Was…$26.99 / Now ... $19.99
Newton Chardonnay Red labe..........Was…$20.99 / Now ... $15.99
Frei Brothers Chard............................Was…$19.99 / Now ... $15.99
Merryvale Chardonnay .......................Was…$20.99 / Now ... $14.99
La Crema Chardonnay .......................Was…$21.99 / Now ... $14.99
Kendall Jackson Grand Rsv Chard...Was…$18.99 / Now ... $14.99
Kim Crawford Sauvignon Blanc.......Was…$18.99 / Now ... $14.99
Franciscan Chardonnay......................Was…$18.99 / Now ... $13.59
Murphy Goode Chardonnay .............Was…$16.99 / Now ... $12.99
Simi Chardonnay.................................Was…$16.99 / Now ... $13.99
Oyster Bay Sauv Blanc .......................Was…$15.99 / Now ... $12.99
Kendall Jackson Chardonnay ............Was…$14.99 / Now ... $11.99
Rodney Strong Chardonnay ..............Was…$19.99 / Now ... $10.99
Chateau St. Jean Chardonnay ............Was…$14.99 / Now ... $10.99
Toad Hollow Chardonnay..................Was…$14.99 / Now ... $10.99
Simi Sauvignon Blanc.........................Was…$14.99 / Now ... $10.99
Edna Valley Chardonnay....................Was…$13.99 / Now ... $10.49
Clos du Bois Chardonnay ..................Was.....$12.99 / Now..... $9.99
Murphy Goode Sauvignon Blanc .....Was…$12.99 / Now ..... $9.99

Far Niente Cabernet Sauvignon........Was…$132.99 / Now . $99.99
Silver Oak Napa Cab Sauv.................Was…$100.99 / Now . $84.99
Silver Oak Alexander Cab Sauv ........Was…$70.99 / Now ... $59.99
Joseph Phelps Cabernet Sauvignon..Was…$59.99 / Now ... $44.99
Flowers Pinot Noir .............................Was…$54.99 / Now ... $44.99
Mt. Veeder Cab....................................Was…$40.99 / Now ... $32.99
Stags Leap Merlot................................Was…$42.99 / Now ... $24.99
Ferrari Carano Cab Sauv....................Was…$36.99 / Now ... $22.99
Ferrari-Carano Merlot ........................Was…$32.99 / Now ... $19.99
Franciscan Cabernet / Merlot...........Was…$26.99 / Now ... $19.99
......................................................................................................... $18.99
Sterling Napa Merlot ..........................Was…$23.99 / Now ... $18.99
Simi Cabernet / Merlot .....................Was…$24.99 / Now ... $16.99
......................................................................................................... $14.99
La Crema Pinot Noir..........................Was…$22.99 / Now ... $16.99
Markham Merlot .................................Was…$22.99 / Now ... $17.99
Sterling Cabernet Sauvignon .............Was…$21.99 / Now ... $17.99
Angeline Pinot Noir ...........................Was…$24.99 / Now ... $16.99
Wild Horse Cabernet / Merlot .........Was…$22.99 / Now ... $16.99
......................................................................................................... $14.99
Murphy Goode Cab/Merlot .............Was…$19.99 / Now ... $14.99
Twenty Bench Cabernet Sauv ...........Was…$20.99 / Now ... $14.99
Rodney Strong Cabernet / Merlot ...Was…$19.99 / Now ... $12.99
Dynamite Cabernet / Merlot ............Was…$19.99 / Now ... $12.99
......................................................................................................... $10.99
7 Deadly Zins Zinfandel ....................Was…$18.99 / Now ... $12.99
Cline Ancient Vines Zinfandel..........Was…$18.99 / Now ... $12.99
Estancia Cabernet Sauvignon............Was…$18.99 / Now ... $12.99
Louis Martini Cabernet Sauv.............Was…$18.99 / Now ... $12.99
J Lohr Cabernet / Merlot ..................Was…$18.99 / Now ... $11.99
Chateau St. Jean Cabernet / Merlot .Was…$18.99 / Now ... $10.99
337 Cabernet Sauvignon ....................Was…$15.99 / Now.... $10.99
Estancia Merlot ...................................Was…$14.99 / Now ... $10.99
Liberty School Cab .............................Was…$13.99 / Now ..... $9.99
Mark West Pinot Noir ........................Was…$15.99 / Now ..... $9.99
Cline Zinfandel....................................Was…$12.99 / Now ..... $9.99
Red Truck Red Blend .........................Was…$10.99 / Now ..... $7.99

3801 N. Cap Tx Hwy
Building E

Austin, Tx 78746
(512) 732-2900

www.davenportwinespirits.com

15% off  6 bottles, 20% off  12 bottles*

(discount does not apply to wine specials or items already on sale)
Wine and Liquor may be mixed and matched

Sale prices apply everyday of  the week

White/Sparkling Wines

Red Wines
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Courtyard
Stork Report
Congratulations!
Let us help celebrate...
email info on the arrival
of your little one to
articles@peelinc.com.

Advertising Information
	 Please support the businesses that advertise in the Courtyard 
Neighborhood Association Newsletter. Their advertising dollars 
make it possible for all residents to receive a newsletter at no charge.  
No homeowners association funds are used to produce or mail 
the newsletters.  If you would like to support the newsletter by 
advertising, please contact Peel, Inc. Sales Office, 512-263-9181 or 
advertising@PEELinc.com for ad information and pricing.

DISCLAIMER: Articles and ads in this newsletter express the opinions of their 
authors and do not necessarily reflect the opinions of Peel, Inc. or its employees. 
Peel, Inc. is not responsible for the accuracy of any facts stated in articles 
submitted by others. The publisher also assumes no responsibility for the 
advertising content with this publication. All warranties and representations 
made in the advertising content are solely that of the advertiser and any such 
claims regarding its content should be taken up with the advertiser.
* The publisher assumes no liability with regard to its advertisers for misprints 
or failure to place advertising in this publication except for the actual cost 
of such advertising.
* Although every effort is taken to avoid mistakes and/or misprints, the 
publisher assumes no responsibility for any errors of information or 
typographical mistakes, except as limited to the cost of advertising as stated 
above or in the case of misinformation, a printed retraction/correction.
* Under no circumstances shall the publisher be held liable for incidental or 
consequential damages, inconvenience, loss of business or services, or any 
other liabilities from failure to publish, or from failure to publish in a timely 
manner, except as limited to liabilities stated above.

At no time will any source be allowed to use The Courtyard Caller Newsletter 
contents, or loan said contents, to others in anyway, shape or form, nor in 
any media, website, print, film, e-mail, electrostatic copy, fax, or etc. for 
the purpose of solicitation, commercial use, or any use for profit, political 
campaigns, or other self amplification, under penalty of law without written 
or expressed permission from Peel, Inc. The information in The Courtyard 
Caller Newsletter  is exclusively for the private use of  Peel, Inc. 

Christmas is...

something different to everyone.  What is it to you?
We invite you to celebrate with us this year.
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Color the drawing below and mail the finished artwork to us at
Peel, Inc. - Kids Club

311 Ranch Road 620 S,  Suite 200
Lakeway, TX 78734

Attention KIDS: Send Us Your Masterpiece!

Be sure to include the following 
so we can let you know!

Name: _______________________________________________ 

Email Address:  ________________________________________
		             (first name, last initial)

Age:________  [This information will only be used to notify you 
		             or your parents if your artwork was selected.]

We will select the top few and post their artwork online at 
www.PEELinc.com. DUE: December 31st

CY
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