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2900 North Quinlan Park Rd. #160
Austin, Texas 78732

www.SteinerDental.com

Our high quality 
dental services include:

Julia C. Hawthorne, DDS

G. Dan Devine, DDS

• Professional Dental  
Cleanings 

• Oral Cancer Screenings
• Teeth Whitening
• Crowns and Bridges
• Orthodontics

• Cosmetic Bonding and 
Veneers

• Tooth-colored fillings
• Root Canals
• Oral Surgery
• Implant Dentistry
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EMERGENCY NUMBERS
EMERGENCY................................................................911
Fire....................................................................................... 911
Ambulance........................................................................... 911
Sheriff – Non-Emergency.....................................512-974-0845
Travis County ESD No.6/Lake Travis Fire Rescue
	 Administration Office.......................................512-266-2533
Travis County Animal Control.............................512-972-6060

steiner ranch contacts
Steiner Ranch Community Association Office......512-266-7553
Development Office.............................................512-266-5833

Schools
Leander ISD.........................................................512-570-0000
Cedar Park High School.......................................512-570-1200	
Vandegrift High School........................................512-570-2300
Canyon Ridge Middle School..............................512-570-3500
Laura Welch Bush Elementary..............................512-570-6100
Steiner Ranch Elementary....................................512-570-5700
River Ridge Elementary........................................512-570-7300

Utilities
Travis County WCID # 17...................................512-266-1111
City of Austin Electric..........................................512-494-9400
Texas Gas Service
	 Custom Service..............................................1-800-700-2443
	 Emergencies......................................................512-370-8609
	 Call Before You Dig..........................................512-472-2822
AT&T
	 New Service...................................................1-800-464-7928
	 Repair............................................................1-800-246-8464
	 Billing............................................................1-800-858-7928
Time Warner Cable
	 Customer Service..............................................512-485-5555
	 Repairs.............................................................512-485-5080
IESI (Trash & Recycle).........................................512-282-3508
Austin/Travis County Hazardous Waste...............512-974-4343

Other Numbers
Lake Travis Postal Office.......................................512-263-2458

Newsletter Publisher
Peel, Inc...............................................................512-263-9181
Editor......................................................................James Plasek
Advertising...........................................advertising@peelinc.com

Important Numbers
STEINER RANCH COMMUNITY 

ASSOCIATIONS OFFICE
12550 Country Trails Lane

Austin, Texas 78732
512-266-7553 – Telephone
512-266-9312 – Facsimile
www.steinerranchhoa.org

OFFICE HOURS
Monday thru Thursday..................................1:00pm – 5:00pm
Friday........................................................... 10:00am – 5:00pm

sTAFF
CMCA, Executive Director
	 Scott Selman.................................. scott@steinerranchhoa.org

CMCA, Community Coordinator
	 Sharon Adams............................ sharon@steinerranchhoa.org

Facility Manager
	 Kenneth Romich............................. ken@steinerranchhoa.org

Maintenance Manager
	 Rafael Echazarreta......................... rafael@steinerranchhoa.org

Accounting Assistant
	 Melissa Rivera.............................melissa@steinerranchhoa.org

Architectural Coordinator
	 Brandi Moegelin..........................brandi@steinerranchhoa.org

Administrative Assistant
	 Alyssa Tucker................................ alyssa@steinerranchhoa.org

Compliance Coordinator
	 Beth Meyers....................................beth@steinerranchhoa.org

Front Office Coordinator
	 Donan Grant...............................donan@steinerranchhoa.org

Maintenance Technician
	 Angel Alvarado

Maintenance Technician
	 Macedonio Salazar

community INFO

mission statement
Peel, Inc. Community Newsletters

	 Our goal is to provide the Steiner Ranch community with 
one source of local news content that is provided by Steiner 
Ranch residents.  Our goal is to help build Steiner Ranch by 
connecting local businesses with residents and residents with 
relevant neighborhood information.

"Be the Community."

go green!
go paperless!

Sign up to receive the Ranch Record
directly to your inbox.

Visit PEELinc.com for details.
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advertising info
	 Please support the advertisers that make The Ranch Record 
possible. If you are interested in advertising, please contact 
our sales office at 512-263-9181 or advertising@peelinc.com. 
The advertising deadline is the 8th of the month prior to the 
issue. 

article info
	 The Ranch Record is mailed monthly to all Steiner Ranch 
residents. Residents, community groups, churches, etc. are 
welcome to submit information about their organizations in 
the newsletter.  Personal news for the Stork Report, Teenage 
Job Seekers, recipes, special celebrations, and birthday 
announcements are also welcome.

	 To submit an article for consideration please email it to 
steinerranch@peelinc.com.  The deadline is the 8th of the 
month prior to the issue.

Cover Photo
Do you take great photos?

Would you like to see your photo published?  We are looking 
for great cover photos for upcoming issues of the Ranch 
Record.

All photos submitted must have been taken in Steiner Ranch 
and we’d love to have something that pertains to this time of the 
year in some way, such as a great Winter photo.  Our January 
issue submittal deadline is December 7th and photos should be 
submitted electronically by the deadline date in high resolution 
to Sharon Adams at sharon@
steinerranchhoa.org.  

By submitting your photo 
you agree to allow your 
photo to be published in 
future issues of the Ranch 
Record or other Steiner Ranch 
publications.

urbanPainting
company

Steiner Ranch Resident
15 Yrs. Experience

512-745-0706
Erick Gerdeman

Trusted Member of the
Steiner Ranch BNI Referrals Group

Traditional Interior 
     & Exterior Repainting

Custom Striping
Faux Finishing







Custom 
Interior 

& Exterior 
Painting

There is still time to get your house painted before the
relatives arrive.  Give us a call, we will help take the stress 
out of picking the paint colors, products and getting a 
beautiful no hassle paint job in time for you to enjoy it. 

The Holidays are approaching...
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go paperlessSign up to receive the
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From Your
Results-Oriented

Realtor

Call Angie Noeth
THE Steiner Ranch

Realty Sales Specialist
(512) 695-7025

www.agent-angie.com

Happy
Holidays

1901 Val Verde1201 Horseback Hollow
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Around Steiner
Steiner Ranch Holiday Bazaar Brings a

 “Warm up for the Holidays” to residents
It may have been difficult to think about Christmas with the 

clear blue skies, warm temperatures and bright sunshine on 
Saturday, November 7, but businesses and Steiner Ranch residents 
enjoyed a “warm up for the holidays” at the annual Steiner Ranch 
Holiday Sales Event.

Santa was on hand for pictures, taken by Steiner Ranch resident 
owned, Studio 563.  Kids arrived in their best duds to sit on old 

St. Nicks lap and have their pictures taken while reciting their 
list of holiday wishes.  Of course, some kids were less than 
pleased to meet the big man in person, but Santa managed 
to win over most of his timid new friends with ease.

Every year the Steiner Ranch Holiday Sales Event allows 
area businesses, both old and new, to meet residents and 
introduce their products and services with everything 
from salsa to handbags, diabetic chocolate, free massages, 
jewelry, face painting and so much more.

If you have never been to the annual event, mark your 
calendars for next year!  This is truly a fun event with 
something for everyone!

Welcoming

GEORGE P. RODGERS, MD FACC
Jeffrey B. Michel, MD FACC

Dr. George Rodgers
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Holiday House 
Decorating Contest

Your Vote Counts!!!
	 Get ready for our Annual Holiday House Decorating Contest.  We 
will be awarding 1st, 2nd & 3rd place cash prizes ($200.00, $150.00 
& $100.00 respectively). Honorable Mention will be given to the 
street or sub-division with the most participation.

First –  Nominate your home (or someone else’s home) by emailing 
the physical address to Sharon Adams, Community Coordinator at 
sharon@steinerranchhoa.org no later than Friday, December 12th.  

Next – Go to the website (www.steinerranchhoa.org) and 
download the list of participating homes.

Finally –  Vote for YOUR favorite 
home between Dec 13th – December 
21st from the list and submit (only 
one vote per household) to Sharon 
Adams at sharon@steinerranchhoa.org 
no later than Tuesday, December 22nd

Winners will be announced on the 
website! Good Luck!!!

Located at the Hill Country Galleria
12800 Hill Country Blvd. •  Bee Cave, TX 78738 • 512-263-1176

10% off your purchase when you
present this coupon.  Limit 1 per customer.

Contemporary Fashions for Women

We’ve got your tail covered.™

Offering Reliable, Loving Care 
for your Pets, When you Can’t

Private Dog Walks • Cat & Small Pet Visits
Off-leash Dog Exercise • In-home Pet Sitting

Cage-Free Boarding • Dog Day or Evening Care
Pet Taxi • Satisfaction Guaranteed

We’re reliable, trained pet care 
professionals who are pet parents 

ourselves, so we understand what you 
and your pets need.  Every Fetch! 

professional is bonded and insured.

10% OFF
Discount coDE:  PEEL

512-879-4174
www.FetchPetCare.com

Belly
 rubbing & ear 
scratching at 
no additional 

cost!

PrOFESSIOnal PET SITTInG
& DOG WalkInG SErVICES
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Around Steiner

HALLOWEEN TREAtSHALLOWEEN TREAtS
	 Thanks to all the kids (and parents) that 
came out to the Kids’ Halloween Adventure 
on Saturday, October 31st at the John Simpson 
Park.  It was a perfect day to spend some time 
outside, petting the animals in the Petting Zoo 
and winning some fun treats and candy.  
	 A special thank you to the Canyon Ridge 
Middle School students from the National 
Junior Honor Society, Neha Mulpuri and 
Rhea Adhikary who helped set up and hand 
out treats to the kids, Rao Mulpuri for taking 
the great photos of the event and Stacy Rider 
of Coldwell Banker for supplying the Trick-
or-Treat bags for the kids!

Make plans to come to next year’s 
Halloween Adventure on Sunday, 
October 31st from 3pm – 5pm.
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Around Steiner
Nominate Your Favorite Yard for

Yard Of The Month

 	 Do you know a neighbor who takes excellent 
care of their property or a neighbor who has added 
something new to their yard?  
	 Nominate them by emailing the address to 
steinerranch@peelinc.com.  Please include a photo 
if possible.

Congratulations to
The Yard of the Month

for November!

Earle and Gillian 
Donaghy

3108 Wild Rock Cove

Your
Steiner Ranch
Auto Specialist

Fast, free appraisals; I will come to your 
business or home. I have been buying 
cars in Austin for over 13 years. Why drive 
all over town? I’ll buy any make, model or 
year vehicle. Please call Patrick for your 
fast, free appraisal. (512)750-8289

I’ll buy your car!!
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See our ad on the inside back cover.

No Gimmicks, just results

it's time for the 
annual

 Steiner Ranch Holiday 
Wine Social

Friday, December 4, 2009
7:00pm – 11:00pm

Towne Square Community Center
12550 Country Trails

	 Don’t miss the annual Steiner Ranch Holiday Wine Social!  This 
year we will be presenting festive holiday wine, food, and featuring 
music from FEEL GOOD MUZIK – Mike Avila, and giving away 
fantastic door prizes.

For more information, contact Sharon Adams - Community 
Coordinator 

512-266-7553 or visit www.steinerranchhoa.org.

Holiday Trash 
Pick-Up Schedule
Christmas and New Year’s service.

will remain regular service:
• Christmas week will be on Thursday, December 24th
• New Year’s week will be on Thursday, December 31st

M
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CONSIDER IT DONE WITH 
MONCUS CONSTRUCTION!

Custom Home Remodeling • Handyman Services
Interior & Exterior Construction

Garage/Storage/Organization Solutions
Amazing Outdoor Living Areas & Landscapes

*Mention this ad & receive 10% off your next project

Nick Moncus - Moncus Construction
512.299.4325 • www.keepaustinrenovated.com

• Now holding classes at Wild Basin
   Fitness in Steiner Ranch
• Learn from a UT Longhorn 
   Cheerleader Alumni

OpenRegistrationNow!
Spring Semester (Jan-May)

Register in Person at our Open

House, Dec. 7th 2-5pm
at Wild Basin Fitness

Kim Krant 512.619.8095
Summer Bell 512.826.7909
info@CheerBliss.com
www.CheerBliss.com

Level I:
Cheer Starz (5-8yrs.)
Wednesday 3:30pm

• Register now! Classes fill
   up quickly!

Level 2:
Cheer Starz (7-10yrs.)

Wednesday 4:30pm & Thursday 3:30pm

NEW Level 3:
Cheer Ready! Try-out Prep (10-13yrs.)

Thurday 4:45pm

Cheerleading
& Tumbling

Cheerleading
& Tumbling

Classes • Camps • Privates
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Around Steiner
Trails Update

	 Someone has been cutting down trees in our 
greenbelt and this could be a danger to you and 
your family.   Again on the Westridge Canyon 
Loop trail, someone has cut down trees to cross a 
switchback and the rogue trail is directed at several 
steep drop-offs. These are not authorized trails and 
are actually dangerous routes.  Imagine a young biker 
who unknowingly follows that section and severely 
crashes when they go over the multiple steep ledges.  
And this is not the only example of rogue trails in 
Steiner.  Ultimately this activity will only hurt the trail system and 
all residents.  Cutting in the greenbelt is never allowed, and cutting 
in the Balcones Canyonlands Preserve (BCP) is a Federal offense.  
Common responses in the public trail system are to close the trails 
permanently (such as Forest Ridge in Austin).  Rogue trails also cause 
erosion and other problems as reported in the September 2009 Ranch 
Record. 
	 Don’t cut up our trails - you can help plan new trails here!  Your 
Trails Committee now has a volunteer who is looking into where new 
trails can be made within Steiner Ranch. Working with our developer 
Taylor Woodrow, we are exploring possible new routes.  We invite 

all residents who have an idea or a desire for a new 
trail to come work with us to make it happen.  These 
are your trails and you pay for them.  But no one 
wants to spend money to close and re-vegetate rogue 
trails; that simply wastes money.  Contact your trails 
committee to get involved at 266-8498.
	 On the positive side, by now you have seen trail 
improvements and repairs which make our trail 
system safer.   Two large downed oak trees were 
removed from the Headlands trail near Westridge 

community. Also on Headlands, a very steep and slippery descent 
has been rerouted to include a gentler slope.  This is right above the 
two wooden bridges near its intersection with the Majestic Oaks 
trail, and was an area where residents have slipped and fallen on the 
trail.  Next, those nasty T-bar posts in the middle of several trails 
have been removed or pounded down.  These posts are a legacy left 
by the first contractors who built some trails in Steiner Ranch, along 
with the now-eroded cedar “steps.”  These methods are not used by 
professional trail builders.  And we are fortunate to have a professional 
trail builder on call to build our trails in a maintainable fashion, Talon 
Trails.   Other repairs to the River Heights Overlook and Summer 

(Continued on Page 13)

--- Austin ---
Avery Ranch
Barton Creek
Barton Hills
Bella Vista
Belterra

Canyon Creek
Cherry Creek on Brodie Lane 

Circle C Ranch
Courtyard

Davenport Ranch
Forest Creek
Granada Hills
Hidden Glen

Highland Park West Balcones
Jester Estates

Lakeline Ranch
Lake Pointe

Lakeway
Lakewood

Laurel Oaks NA

Legend Oaks II
Long Canyon
Lost Creek

Meadows of Brushy Creek
Pemberton Heights

Ranch at Brushy Creek 
River Place

Sendera
Shady Hollow

Sonoma
South Lamar NA

Steiner Ranch
Stone Canyon

Travis Country West
Twin Creeks

Villages of Westen Oaks
Vista Oaks
Westcreek

Westminster Glen
Wood Glen

512-263-9181
advertising@PEELinc.com
www.PEELinc.com

Publishing Community Newsletters Since 1991
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Photo by: Bob Roberts

Children’s Dance Classes

Dance
Discovery
of Steiner Ranch

Gift Certificates
Available!

25% OFF Gift Certificates
thru 12/23/09

Vista trails include reroutes around wet seeps 
and more erosion control.  
	 The trails committee continues to design 
a system of labels for our trail sign posts.  To 
get connected here and volunteer your design 
skills, contact the trails committee at 266-
8498.
	 Is your favorite trail in need of repair or 
in need of better sign locations?  If you see a 
problem on the trails, call the HOA at 266-
7553 or visit http://www.steinerranchhoa.
org under “Report A Problem.”  Be specific 
about the location on the trail, the problem 
you see, your ideas for a solution, and your 
contact information. If you see any rogue 
trail cutting or dangerous activity, including 
motorcycles anywhere on the trails or in 
the parks, take a picture and call the Travis 
County Sheriff West Command at (512) 
854-9728 and the HOA.  Remember, your 
trails are private and are for your use, and 
your accompanied guests’ use only.

Trails Update- (Continued from Page 12)

SPEEDING IN STEINER RANCH
PLEASE SLOW DOWN!

	 Speeding has become a MAJOR problem 
in our community.  Whether on the public 
roads or behind the gates in the private 
neighborhoods, speeding violations are on the 
increase.  Also on the increase is the number 
of accidents on the roads.  
	 Speeding can result in accidents, injuries 
and far worse.  The Association receives many 
complaints on a regular basis.  The solution is 
simple – PLEASE SLOW DOWN.  Everyone 
at one time or another is guilty but the solution 
is simple.  Think about your neighbors, think 
about the kids and think about safety and 
PLEASE SLOW DOWN.
	 Please help us keep Steiner Ranch beautiful 
and SAFE by not speeding!      
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Around Steiner

Bryn Olsen - Dec. 19th

Send your Birthday 
announcements to 

steinerranch@peelinc.com

	 Welcome, newcomers to Steiner Ranch!   If you have recently 
purchased a home here, you will receive an invitation to the 
Newcomer Orientation on Thursday, December 3rd at 7:00pm 
in the Towne Square Community Center at 12550 Country Trails 
Lane.  You will have the opportunity to become better acquainted 
with your new community, as well as with other new homeowners.  
A brief presentation will be given on the history of Steiner Ranch, 
the organization of the homeowners associations, the homeowner 
committees, the assessment rates, and community rules and 
regulations.  A representative from the developer, Taylor Woodrow 
Communities/Steiner Ranch, Ltd., will be available to answer 
questions about the future development plans for Steiner Ranch.  
Light refreshments will be served. 
	 Have you lived here a while and never attended an orientation?  
Do you want to know more about Steiner Ranch?  We would love 
to have you come and join us.  
	 Please RSVP to 266-7553 or to Sharon Adams at sharon@
steinerranchhoa.org. 

newcomer orientation
 Welcome Newcomers!

When was the last time your CPA 
consulted with your Financial 

Advisor regarding the tax       
implications of your investments? 

Improve your total return through 
integrating your tax and         

investment planning.              
Robnett & Co. LP, CPA’s & 
RFG Financial Services, LLC 

offers integrated wealth         
management services designed to 

simplify your life and your        
finances

Call today for your complimentary, no obligation 
year-end portfolio review with RFG’s Director of 
Financial Services and prepare for the 2009-2010 

tax season

Robnett & Co. LP, CPA’s &       
 RFG Financial Services, LLC 

13809 N. Research Blvd, Ste. 900 • Austin, TX 78750 
512-258-8584 • www.RobnettCPA.com 

Work with a team that works as hard as you do for your money.

*Offer valid 10/15/09-12/31/09. Robnett & Co. LP,  CPA’s & RFG Financial Services, LLC 
reserves the right to modify or discontinue promotion at any time. 

* Securities offered through 1st Global Capital Corp. Member FINRA / SIPC Investment 
advisory services offered through 1st Global Advisors, Inc. 

Limited Time Offer:

New tax clients!! 
Present this ad to 

receive $50 off your 
2009

individual income 
tax

return preparation!

The ONLY 
haNdYmaN YOu
wiLL ever Need!

visit my website at
www.justcallclyde.com

mention this ad 
& receive 10% off your first home 

repair or painting job.

The hOme
repair Service
Clyde L. Goodnough

Faucet & Commode Replacement
Painting & Sheetrock Repair
Ceiling Fan Installation, etc.

922-9975
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Vista Ridge Dental
Family, Cosmetic & Implant Dentistry

STEINER RANCH’S LOCAL DENTISTsmiles are our speciality
COmpL ImENTARy
WHITENINg FOR LIFE

With New patient Exam. Some conditions
may apply. Expires 3/31/10

Call for an appointment today!

266-3600
CeracCrownscompletein one

visit!
Dr. Randy Watson and family Dr. Elyse Cronin

WWW.RWATSONDDS.COm
4300 QuINLAN pARk RD, STE 230 

AuSTIN, TX 78732

Greetings Steiner Ranch Folks!  
	 Lake Travis Fire Rescue has been 
busy serving Steiner Ranch and 
wants to thank your community 
for all the support and cookies we 
receive from you.  
	 Fire calls have diminished in 
the Steiner Ranch community 
with all of the recent heavy 
rain and we want the positive 
trend to continue. So we want 
to prepare you for upcoming 
holiday dangers. First of all, 
Christmas trees are beautiful and 
festive, but inside your home they 
can be exceptionally dangerous. 
We really recommend that you 
consider an artificial tree, but if 
you must have a real tree, please 
follow these guidelines. 
	 Number one, keep the tree 
watered. The drier the tree 

becomes, the more flammable it 
becomes. The tree begins dying 
from the minute it is cut and 
keeping it watered is a key way to 
slow down the dying process.  
	 Second, plan to place the tree 
in an area where you can egress 
your home without passing by 
the tree. Do not put the tree 
next to where you need to exit if 
the tree happens to catch on fire. 
Keep all candles and open flames 
far away from the tree. The tree 
can ignite rather easily and will 
become fully involved in a few 
seconds. Another good reminder 
is to cut off your Christmas lights 
when sleeping at night or when 
leaving your home.
	 Do not forget to be careful 
with fireplace and barbecue pit 

Jim Linardos, Fire Chief
Headquarters 
512.266.2533

Fax 512.266.7065
Cell 512.203.0638
jlinardos@ltfr.org

www.ltfr.org

Lake Travis Fire Rescue

ashes. We suggest disposing of 
the ashes in a sealed metal waste 
can. Let the ashes sit for four to 
five days before you put them in 
a regular trash can. We have had 
people place them in paper bags 
and set them on a wooden deck.  
This is a recipe for an undesired 
2 a.m. surprise (please do not 
test our response times to your 
home)!  
	 I also have to mention the idea 
of purchasing the new flameless 
candles. They are attractive and 
SAFE!  Lastly, smoke detectors 
really do save lives! 
	 Have a great winter and give 
us a call if we can help you 
with anything for you and your 
family’s safety.
Jim Linardos, Fire Chief
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Around Steiner
Workshop Series

	 We will be scaling back out monthly workshops for December, 
knowing how busy these holiday months can be, but we are still 
offering some great workshops for you to attend.   We are always 
looking for more workshops to offer residents so if you or someone 
you know can provide educational opportunities for Steiner Ranch 
residents, please contact Sharon Adams at sharon@steinerranchhoa.
org or 512-266-7553

December 1st – Healthy Living Workshops; 
Surviving the Holidays: learn how to stay healthy and 
avoid the traditional holiday weight gain during the Thanksgiving 
to Christmas blowout! Plus more healthified recipes of traditional 
Christmas/Chanukah favorites!
RSVP www.wildbasinfitness.com
7:30pm Wild Basin Fitness Center
Cost: Free

December 1st – Women and Finance, by Rich 
Keith: As our financial success continues to grow, so do our financial 
responsibilities. But for many women, meeting these financial 
responsibilities can be a far greater challenge than it is for men. 
We explore the challenges and the opportunities that are unique to 

women so you can create a financial road map that covers key areas 
of your life. With such a roadmap you can make better financial 
decisions. 7:00pm BMCC
Cost: Free
RSVP: 632-0162 or send email to RichKeithPrimerica@austin.
rr.com

December 15th – Say What you See – Eye-
Opening Solutions for Parents, by Sandy 
Blackard, author and founder of Language of Listening – Reassurance 
not working for “BOO”, fear of the dark and other scary moments?  
End the haunting in one simple step.  Join Sandy Blackard for Q 
& A to explore how adding seeing to hearing can change your most 
challenging moments with children into rewarding ones.
Cost: Free
Register with Sharon@steinerranchhoa.org
7:00pm – 8:30pm TSCC

December 15th or December 20th – Women’s 
Self Defense Class, by Robert Hamic – Come to this 2 
hour training workshop and learn a couple of effective tactics to use 
in the event you are attacked.  You will learn a very effective method 

(Continued on Page 17)

Serving Your Friends and Neighbors for Over 12 Years!
Come See the Difference! Located in Davenport Village.

Lance E. Loveless, D.D.S

3801 N. Capital of Texas Hwy.
Suite J-240 • Austin,TX 78746

P:(512) 347.8299 • F:(512) 347.7197
bridgeviewdental@yahoo.com

www.bridgeviewdental.com

“My promise to you 
is to always provide
exceptional dentistry
and 5-star service!”

Call now and receive 

FREE TEETH

WHITENING

FOR LIFE!

(w/new patient exam and cleaning)*

*call for details

Have It All
At Your

Fingertips!

Custom
Made To
Fit Your

Cabinets!

TIRED OF MESSY CABINETS?

Call for a FREE Estimate! 512-647-7282

$25
OFF

Installation
*when you mention this ad

Only $69.95
(Ea. Shelf - Plus Install)

For a Limited Time Only
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that it instinctive and can be 
remembered easily.  We train all 
people on this method including: 
SWAT officers, women, law 
enforcement, kids, military, men 
and older people.  This is a “don’t 
miss” class!
Cost:  $52.24 per person
Reg i s t e r  on l ine  a t  www.
steinerranchhoa.org 
December 15th - 10:00am – 
12:00pm TSCC
December 20th – 4:00pm – 
6:00pm TSCC
	 For additional information 
go to www.steinerranchhoa.
org or contact Sharon Adams, 
Community Coordinator at 
sharon@steinerranchhoa.org.

Happenings on the Ranch Programs
	 2010 Spring Programs in 
Steiner Ranch will begin in 
January!   Registration has 
already started, so go online 
and look for all program 
information in the 2010 
Program Guide at www.
steinerranchhoa.org.  Here is 
a summary of what you will 
find:

Preschool Programs
•	 Sportball
•	 Tap & Ballet Combo
•	 Gymnastics
•	 Tennis
•	 Art
•	 Spanish
•	 Cooking
•	 Music

Special Programs
•	 Neighborhood Sports
	 o Flag Football
	 o Soccer
•	 Spring Break Aztec Soccer 	
	 Camp
•	 Adult & Teen Tile Ceramic 	
	 Workshop

Elementary – Teen
Programs
•	 Sportball
•	 Tap & Ballet combo 
•	 Hip Hop 
•	 Gymnastics
•	 Karate
•	 Tennis
•	 Art
•	 After School Supper Club

Adult Programs
•	 Yoga
•	 Karate
•	 Tennis
•	 Dance Fitness
•	 Stroller Strides

	 Registration information 
can be  found at  www.
steinerranchhoa.org or at 
the Community Association 
Office at 12550 Country 
Trails Lane.
	 If you have any questions, 
please call Sharon Adams, 
Community Coordinator at 
512-266-7553 or sharon@
steinerranchhoa.org.

Workshop Series- 
(Continued from Page 16)
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Around Steiner
Stars Swim Team

Getting Ready
for the 2010 Season

Planning for the Steiner Stars 2010 swim season is currently 
underway by the Swim Team Board.  The schedules for both red and 
blue teams are not final yet, but the start date for swim practices set 
by the Northwest Swim Circuit is May 10th.  As of now, the season 
will be ending ONE WEEK LATER than in past seasons with 
Divisionals being held on July 17th and Invitationals being held at 
the UT Swim Center on July 18th.  There was a scheduling conflict 
with the UT pool for Invitationals which is the cause for the week 
later swim season.  Please be aware of this change as you are planning 
for summer camps and summer vacations.  

We are currently working with the HOA on finalizing practice 
schedules and pool usage agreements.   Periodically check the 
swim teams website,   www.steinerstars.org for 2010 
swim season information 
as we will try to keep 
the website current once 
circuit decisions and team 
decisions are made.

Winter Pool Hours
	 It's official, the Bella Mar 
Lap pool is now heated! Due 
to the installation of the heater, 
the pool will be closed and 
locked when the solar covers 
are on.  
 November pool hours will be 
as follows:

Bella Mar
Splash Pool & Baby Pool 

closed

Lap Pool
Closed Monday

Tue-Fri 7:00am – 4:00pm
Sat & Sun – 7:00am – 2pm

Master’s Swim Program 
– Wednesday & Friday 

5:30am – 6:45am;.
Sunday 6:30am – 7:45am

VHS Swimming - Monday 
– Friday 7:15am – 9:15am 

	 Limited lap lanes will be 
available to lap swimmers 
dur ing  the s e  p rog rams 
sessions.

Towne Square – (unheated)
Closed Mon. until 12:00pm

Tues. – Sun. 8:00am 
– 10:00pm

John Simpson - (unheated) 
Closed Mon. until 2:00pm

Tues. – Sun. 5:30am 
– 10:00pm

Please note** Lifeguards are no 
longer on duty.  Swim at your 
own risk.

Give Your Family the Gifts
the Last a Lifetime!
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Our Holiday gift to you is one month FREE for the entire family!
Happy Holidays from our family to yours!

*New members only; ages 4 - 110 yrs; exp. 1/31/10

Villari’s Martial Arts
Steiner Ranch Academy
4308 N. Quinlan Park Rd., #202
512-266-4949 • www.vdragon.com

iPod and iPhone 
ServiceS

• Tutoring for iTunes, 
   iPhone, iPod 

• Loading your CDs on   
  your iPod or iPhone

512-565-3362, or
Jessica@iPodConcierge.com

www.iPodConcierge.com

iPod, iTunes, & iPhone are all 
registered trademarks of Apple inc.

We Help With:

Include a 
Gift Certificate for 

The iPod Concierge!

Giving an 
iPod or iPhone?
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Thank You For a Great Year!
 Wishing you & your families a 

Happy, Healthy Holiday Season!

Jacqui Holtzman
Your Steiner Resident Realtor

Avalar Steiner Ranch
512-736-SOLD (7653)

www.JacquiHoltzman.com

Thank you for the 
opportunity to serve you

What Will the Real Estate Market 
in 2010 Be Like?

Experience will make a difference…when you need 
to sell, call & together let’s get it sold!

SOLD

SOLD

SOLD

SOLD

Responsible Pet 
Owners 

	 Please be a responsible pet owner by doing 
your part to keep Steiner Ranch a pleasant, 
clean, and safe neighborhood for all.

Scoop the Poop – Pet stations are located 
all throughout Steiner Ranch common 
areas.
Latch the leash – not only is it safer for 
your dog and others around you but it’s 
a law in Travis County.
No excessive barking – be courteous of 
your neighbors and keep your barking 
dog quiet.  
Report Violations – go to our website at 
www.steinerranchhoa.org and click on 
the link “Report a Problem”.

1.

2.

3.

4.

attention steiner ranch
 Pet Owners!

Lost and Found
Pet Notices

	 Over the past few months there has been a 
steady increase in the amount of lost and/or 
found pets in Steiner Ranch.  We encourage 
EVERYONE to sign up for the Lost and 
Found pet alerts that are sent out from the 
Association.  To sign up:

Go to www.steinerranchhoa.org
Enter your email in the “Join/Edit the 
Steiner Ranch email list
Follow the directions from “Constant 
Contact”
Receive a confirmation email and click 
on the link to confirm

	 We’ve been able to reunite countless pets 
and owners through these highly successful 
alerts!   But the more people that are signed 
up the better!

1.
2.

3.

4.
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Around Steiner
Yoga Classes Offered

Free Classes!
	 Yoga – Every Monday at 6:30pm at the Towne 
Square Community Center. Bring your own mat 
and water.
	 Pilates – Thursdays 8:00am at the Towne Square 
Community Center.  Bring your own mat, water 
& exercise ball. See Calendar on the website for 
dates www.steinerranchhoa.org

Pre-Natal Yoga classes
	 Held on Monday 9 to 10 a.m.  January 17th to 
February 21st (6 weeks).  The mother & baby- to- 
be’s well being is kept healthy during pregnancy. 
Body, mind, emotions, energy, spirit are balanced, 
regulated, monitored with regular, appropriate, 
yoga practice in class. Pregnancy can be quite 
stressful & traumatic. The effects of this register 
on the baby. It is important for mother, baby & 
family to benefit from the calming, centering, 
grounding, healthy effects of pre-natal yoga. 
	 Yoga poses, breathing techniques, relaxation 
taught gently by yoga teacher competent to teach 

yoga to Pre-Natal adults. 
	 Gentle practices appropriate for Pre-Natal. 
6 weeks session $60
Or single classes $15
Classes held at Towne Square Community 
Center

SENIOR’S YOGA
	 January 17th to February 21st (6 weeks). 
Monday 10 to 11 a.m. Yoga for seniors has shown 
to have beneficial effects upon the individual & 
family.   Improvement of joints, muscles, nerve, 
skin tone & posture. Improvement on body & 
mind. Relief from illnesses & pain management. 
Removal of fear, increase of calmness. Yoga taught 
gently & appropriately to seniors by competent 
yoga teacher.
6 weeks at 20% discounted price of $48
Single classes for $10
Classes held at Towne Square Community 
Center

(Continued on Page 21)

Brokerage, investment and financial advisory services are made available through Ameriprise Financial Services, Inc. 
Member FINRA and SIPC. Some products and services may not be available in all jurisdictions or to all clients. 
© 2009 Ameriprise Financial, Inc. All rights reserved. 

SAVING FOR COLLEGE? 
WE’LL GET YOU READY. 
There are many types of education savings alternatives. 
Choosing the right one is essential. 

Ameriprise Financial invites you to join us for a special event:

Plan For The Future. Sending Your Child To College. 

Hors d’oeuvres and cocktails will be served. 

Thursday, January 21 from 6-8:30 p.m. 

Steiner Ranch Steakhouse
5424 Steiner Ranch Blvd.
Austin, TX 78732 

Please make a reservation for yourself and 
up to two guests. Call (512) 691-5946. 

This is an informational workshop. 
There is no cost or obligation for attending.

Jon Fletcher Carl Canga

Jon Fletcher, CPRC®
Financial Advisor 
(512) 691-7032 

Carl Canga
Financial Advisor 
(512) 691-5946

Presented by: 

Arboretum Plaza One, Suite 800 
9442 N. Capital of Texas Hwy. 
Austin, TX 78759
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Kid’s Yoga Class 
	 Yoga actually starts with the growing child. Just as we go to school 
as kids & not as adults. Yoga for kids is very differently taught from 
yoga for adults. Studies have shown a child who practices yoga on a 
regular basis has:
•	 Balanced growth of the physical body.
•	 A strengthened auto-immune system.
•	 Balance of mind & emotions. 
•	 Balance of energy & behavior. 
•	 Relaxation of body & mind leads to increase of concentration, 

focus, memory & creativity. 
•	 Toned muscles & nerves, consciousness of body & mind help 

with sports & athleticism.
•	 Calmness & Serenity.
•	 Good memory recall & thought processing, confidence for test 

taking.
•	 Good self esteem to combat negative peer pressure.
•	 Harmony of Head, Heart & Hands. 
January 17th to February 21st (6 weeks) $60 or single classes for 
$15.   
Bella Mar Community Room; every Sunday at 5:00pm
	 2009 Program Registration form is found online at www.
steinerranchhoa.org under the “documents” section.  

Yoga Classes Offered- (Continued from Page 20)

Happy
Holidays!
Happy

Holidays!

www.childrenscenterofaustin.com

· please present coupon 
  at time of enrollment
· one discount per family

COMFORTABLE DENTISTRY
YOU CAN TRUST & AFFORD

Take Home Trays ~ $150
Call for your appointment and more details. Expires 12/31

HOLIDAY WHITENING SPECIAL!

Winter Whitening Special ~ $300
Nothing Gets Your Teeth Whiter, Faster!

New Patient Special ~ $138
Includes Exam, Cleaning & Check-up X-Rays
Offer does not include Periodontal Therapy

Children welcome.

MELINDA S. JONES, DDS
7301 NORTH FM 620, SUITE 150 • AUSTIN

(512) 250-0506

©
2
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0
9
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Women’s Self Defense 
Classes

December 15th 4:00pm – 6:00pm
or

December 19th 12:00pm – 2:00pm
$50 per person (plus online fee of $2.24)

Towne Square Community Center

	 Register online at www.steinerranchhoa.org, 
for this 2-hour Self Defense class offered by 
Robert Hamic, President of Summit Self 
Defense and resident of Steiner Ranch.  
Robert will be training a couple of effective 
tactics to use in the event of an attack.  
He has taught SWAT officers, women, 
law enforcement, kids, military, 
men and older people this same 
method.  
	 Class size is limited, so register 
early.
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Around Steiner
Steiner Ranch History Corner

Last month we heard about how Bobby 
Steiner and his 2 brothers had a tutor while 
traveling with his family’s rodeo business.  Yes 
it was work but they made it fun too.  Think 
about what it would have been like to been 
a traveling family in the 1960’s and 1970’s.  
And on top of that, you were traveling with a 
rodeo, which was as close to being a circus as 
it is possible to be.  Buck and Tommy Steiner 
were rodeo producers.  That meant that when 
they came to town they brought everybody 
they needed.  They brought the rodeo band, 
the trick pony riders, an announcer, and an 

emcee; all the animal loaders, truck drivers, 
tent-setters, cooks and clowns were also on 
the payroll.  

Many venues weren’t prepared for a rodeo.  
For these places the Steiners had to bring 
in much more equipment and perform a 
complete setup.  For example, they would 
have to buy local dirt and bring it in, 
spreading it around the arena. They had to 
bring their own chutes and pens, and all their 
own lights and sound systems.  When they 
were done, down came the tents and the dirt 
had to be sold off.  It was a lot like a circus 

but with a lot more dirt.
For short trips from Austin or from some 

other city, the family traveled by car.  The 
animal handlers drove their trucks and 
trailers with many of the rodeo bulls and 
horses in the trailers.  A typical all-day drive 
to the next rodeo needed only stops for food 
and water for people and for the stock.  But 
for longer trips the Steiners took an airplane 
and the rest of the rodeo followed on the 
ground.  Timing these trips required quite 
a bit of planning.  And sometimes they had 
two complete crews in transit: one for the 
current rodeo and some in transit for the 
following rodeo.

Now if you’re a kid on the road with your 
parents, who are you going to play with 
besides your siblings?   In those days the 
people who traveled with the rodeo mostly 
went solo, leaving their families behind.  
There was one employee who worked the 
rodeo and brought his family, and that was 
the radio announcer.  But for the most part 
the Steiners were the exception to the rule, 
being both competitors and producers who 
traveled with their families to most all of the 
rodeos.  So the Steiner kids learned to enjoy 
the company of the cowboys, the rodeo 
clowns and the other performers. Source: 
Interview with Bobby Steiner. For more 
information contact Rich Keith rkeith@
primerica.com (512) 266-8498.
 - Rich Keith

$20 OFF
Receive $20 offany out of pocket expensewhen you mention this adat time of service*exp. 12/31/09

Vision Care for the Entire Family • Treatment for Minor Eye Injuries
Dry Eye & Allergy Management • LASIK Consultations

Latest Lenses & Styles • Certified Optician on Staff • Most Insurance Accepted

Wally El-Hitamy, O.D.
900 RR 620 S., B112 • Lakeway, TX 78734 • 512.263.0225

www.lakewayeyecenter.com
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Our high quality dental services include:
 Complete Family Dentistry 

Hassle-Free Insurance Billing
Mercury-Free Restorations

Invisalign Clear Braces
CEREC Restorations

Located directly across from LTHS 
with convenient school & work hours!

3315 R.R. South, Suite 250 
Lakeway, Texas 78738

(512) 402-9090 

3906 North Lamar, Suite 102
 Austin, Texas 78756

(512) 451-0101
Call now and receive a

FREE Teeth Whitening Kit*
* New patients only

Two Convenient Locations!

Live Better. 

Smile Brighter!
Visit us online at

www.DrMannem.com
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Around Steiner

Steiner TechNet Wants You!
Submitted by David Dyke

	 If you work in technology and live in Steiner Ranch, we have a 
new community for you. This includes a quarterly social mixer in 
Steiner with opportunities to meet new neighbors, discuss business 
issues, find job opportunities and share best practice ideas, etc.
	 For more information, email David Dyke at david@austin-
technet.com and join Linkedin Groups Steiner TechNet.

Steiner With Out Kids Social 
Group (SWOK)
Submitted by Paula Kaisner

 	 Did you know there is a social group in Steiner called Steiner 
w/o Kids (SWOK).  We have been established since January 2006 
and have had many couples join who’ve made new friendships.  
Whether you’ve never had kids or you have grown children, you 
are welcome to join this fun social group.  We get together once 
a month at someone’s home in Steiner for food and drinks along 
with making new friends and/or enjoying old friends!  It’s a great 
way to meet other couples and form new relationships with people 
who also don’t have children at home.  For more information please 
email Paula Kaisner at paula@kaisner.org

COMMUNITY GROUPS
 WAYS TO BECOME INVOLVED IN STEINER RANCH

Pack 203
Welcome all Steiner Ranch Boys!!

Grades 1st–5th

	 Do you know what Cub Scouts and Scouting is all about?  Pack 
203 at LWBE does fun things with fellow scouting friends every 
month! We get together as a Pack to wear our cool uniforms, show 
off our scout spirit, and participate in exciting scouting activities. 
As a Cub Scout, you will get to go camping and fishing with your 
family, shoot BB guns, sleep over on real U.S. Naval ships and do 
archery! We play all kinds of sports and build cool race cars and 
spaceships to race. Do you want to learn the secret scouting code 
and earn really cool patches? Do you want to learn more about 
nature and your community? Find out how enriching being a Cub 
Scout can be! 
	 Contact Kim Skelton for more information nelson2930@austin.
rr.com 

Girl Scout Registration is Open
Submitted by Carmen Tucker

	 Girl Scouts of Central Texas registration is open year-round to 
girls in grades K-12. Now is the perfect time to register in order 
to take advantage of experiences like overnight camp, robotics day 
camp, backpacking trips and more. Registration is $10 per year 
and girls can choose to join a troop or participate as individuals.
	 Girl Scouting builds girls of courage, confidence and character, 
who make the world a better place. Through fun, informal and 
educational experiences, girls can discover their potential, connect 
with others and take action to make the world a better place. Girl 
Scouts provides a wide variety of experiences for interests such as 
the arts, science, technology, nature, athletics, community service, 
health, leadership and more. To learn more or to register, contact 
Carmen Tucker at CarmenT@gsctx.org or (512) 490-2360. 
Discover Girl Scouts online at www.gsctx.org. 

	 Are you a member of a community group or organization here in 
Steiner?  Email the information about your group to steinerranch@
peelinc.com and it will be included in each issue.  Feel free to submit 
post event write-ups and photos.

Get Your 2009 – 2010 Discount Book Today
A Must HAve  for anyone who lives, works

& plays in the Four Points Area!
• Enjoy $1,500+ worth of discounts for only $15!
• Every book sold benefits a Four Points Community organization.
• Visit our website for a list of participating restaurants,
     businesses and organizations!
• Valid through Dec. ’10.

www.placesyoullgoproductions.com
T. 512.410.6234  E. amy@marketingwrangler.com

Fundraising Opportunities Available!
Earn money for your organization while supporting our community.

Just in Time

for the

Holidays!
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Watch real transformations at:  
www.WildBasinFitness.com/transformations. 

Wild Basin Fitness 

$10 

Transform your body, 
transform your life. 

Make 2010 your year! 
Join now for just 

Join now and pay only $10 initiation fee with any annual contract.   
HURRY!  Offer expires 1/31/10. 

Sign-up today! 
266-6161 or online at www.WildBasinFitness.com 
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From the Association Office
Happy Holidays

from the Association Staff
	 The HOA would like to thank 
those who joined and those 
who have been serving many 
years on our Facilities, Social, 
Architectural, Finance and the 
new Golf Club Committees, as 
well as our Board of Directors 
for volunteering many, many 
hours of their time.  These are 
the homeowners who dedicate 
their time to make the tough 
decisions and who make Steiner 
Ranch an enjoyable place to live 
and raise a family.
	 We also recognize 
and thank those many 
sub-committees, such 
as Trails,  Tennis, 

Swim Team & Recycling.  They 
work behind the scenes and 
help, with little recognition, but 
contribute in BIG ways!
	 Finally, we would like to extend 
a sincere thank you to all of you 
who have made a concerted 
effort to comply with the Steiner 

Holiday 
Hours

	 Dur ing  the  Hol iday 
Season, the Association office 
will have reduced hours.
	 Please mark your calendars 
with the following changes:

Thursday, December 17th
Open 10am – 5pm

Friday, December 18th
Open 10am – 12pm Only

Thursday, December 24th
Open 10am – 2pm

Friday, December 25th
Closed All Day

Ranch deed restrictions and 
rules, and who pay assessments 
in a timely manner.   Your 
consideration and punctuality 
is greatly appreciated!

Have a wonderful
holiday season!
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attention steiner ranch
 Pet Owners!

Cultural Homestay International
Non-Profit Educational Organization

Quality: Carefully screened & trained, loving au pairs
Flexible: Up to 45 hrs. of at-home childcare / week

Affordable: Aprox. $335 / week per family
Educational: US Govt. approved cultural exchange program

Experience: CHI has been brining people of the 
world together for 30 years!

Contact: Mary Littlefield - Au Pair Coordinator
P: 512.609.8921 • www.chiaupairusa.org

For Affordable, Live-In Childcare 
Host an International Au Pair!

Lakeway Pediatric Associates

-  Friendly, personalized and professional pediatric care.
-  School and camp physicals, sick and well child exams for 

your children from birth through late adolescence.
- Board certified physician.
- Accepting new patients and contracted with most insurances.

Shubha Adeni MD; FAAP
900 RR 620 South, Suite C 201, Lakeway, Texas 78734

Phone: 512 -328-2266 Office Hours: Monday – Friday 9 AM to 5 PM

Come meet the doctor 

for a no charge, no 

obligation visit.

Call 512 -328-2266 to 

schedule an appt.

Bulletin Board Posting Policy
	 Due to the small sizes of the community bulletin boards and the 
large numbers of residents wanting to post notices, the Boards of 
Directors for Steiner Ranch have adopted the following restrictions 
for the bulletin board postings:

Bulletin boards are for resident postings only.  Association notices 
have first priority.
Notices are posted every Friday and will remain on the board 
for two (2) weeks.  Notices must be submitted by 5:00pm on 
Thursday.
Notices may not be larger than 5”x 7”.
Association notices are exempt from time and space 
restrictions.
Notices must include either a Steiner Ranch subdivision name 
OR a Steiner Ranch telephone number.
Commercial (for-profit) postings by adults are not permitted.  
(These include, but are not limited to, offers for in-home 
childcare, nannies, cleaning service, scrapbooking service, piano 
lessons, pet care, etc.)
Commercial (for-profit) postings for youth (under 18 years) are 
permitted.  Youth postings may be placed on the boards for no 
more than one (1) month per calendar year.
All postings are approved at the Association Staff's discretion.

	 Thank you for your cooperation with the posting restrictions.  If 
you have any questions, please contact the Community Associations 
Office at (512) 266-7553.

1.

2.

3.
4.

5.

6.

7.

8.

Architectural
Guidelines

Solar Panel Requirements
	 All solar panels must be submitted to the Architectural Committee 
and reviewed for approval, based on design and location, but at a 
minimum must meet the following requirements:

The glass, frame, flashing, and other solar panel collector 
materials must blend with the roof.
All meters, disconnects, conduits, and other appurtenances 
must be painted to blend with the exterior of the house where 
attached
Solar panels must not overhang the edge of the roof
Location of panels, meters, disconnects, conduits, and other 
appurtenances must be submitted to the committee for review
Solar panels should be located on an interior roof side, or rear 
facing roof side, when not abutting a street. 

	 If you are considering Solar Panels for your home and have 
questions regarding the approval process, please call the HOA office 
at 512-266-7553.

•

•

•
•

•

Framed & Frameless 
Shower Doors, including a 
variety of knobs, pulls & 

towelbars

Architectural Glass; 
handrails, bu�-glazed 

windows & interior doors

Glass Countertops & 
Tabletops

Colored glass backsplashes 
& walls

Mirrors for vanities, 
diningrooms & exercise 

areas

1609 Chisholm Trail in 
Round Rock or

8313 Hwy 71 West in 
Oak Hill
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From the Association Office
Online Assessment

Payments Now Available
	 Semi-annual assessments for January - June 
2010 are due on January 1, 2010.    Statements 
will be mailed to each homeowner at the 
mailing address on file in mid-December.  If 
you do not receive a statement, please contact 
the Community Associations Office at 512-
266-7553.  You are not exempt from paying 
assessments or late fees even if you do not 
receive a statement.  Payments received after 
January 31, 2010 for any reason are subject to 
an initial $40.00 late fee per association and 
a $15.00 late fee for each additional month 
that the assessment remains unpaid.  Please 
note that the assessment must be received 
by January 31st, not simply postmarked by 
January 31st.  Your escrow account does not 
pay your assessments. 
	 Online Assessment payments can be made 
at www.steinerranchhoa.org, by clicking 
on the “Online Assessment Payments” tab.  

There is an additional fee* for using this 
option and you must have your billing 
statement with you at the time of payment.  
Credit Cards and “pay by check” are 
accepted.

	 *Payment Amount	 Fee
	 0 – $150.00	 $5.00
	 150.01 – 300.00	 $10.00
	 300.01 – 500.00	 $15.00
	 Greater than $500.01	 $25.00

	 You can still mail in your payments at the 
address listed on your statement, or bring 
them to the Association office at 12550 
Country Trails Lane to avoid the Online 
fee.
***Please note that if you do not pay your 
assessments, you may lose resident privileges such 
as pool access, facility rental, and attendance 
at, or registration for, social functions and  
programs.***  

Wade Etheredge, M.D.
Board Certified in Emergency Medicine
St. David’s Round Rock Medical Center ER

“In our ER, the best medicine
  starts with being seen quickly.”

2400 Round Rock Avenue
Round Rock, TX 78681

Know what to do in

 an emergency? We do.
Our commitment, 24 / 7:
•  Quality, compassionate care.
•  Board certified emergency physicians   
  and a highly trained ER nursing staff.
•  Specialists on call.
•  Advanced technologies for rapid     
  diagnosis and treatment.
•  Accredited Chest Pain Center.

In an emergency, always dial 911

STDAVIDS.COM

512-341-6428

RRMC_ERcommAd_7.5x5.indd   1 10/30/09   10:42:59 AM

Holiday 
Decoration Rules

	 Thanksgiving has passed and the Holiday 
season is now in full swing.   Do you have 
jack-o-lanterns on your front step?  Is there a 
plastic turkey in your yard?  Are you thinking 
of hanging red-and-green lights on your house 
this year?   As you plan your outside decor 
for the upcoming holidays, please observe 
the following Steiner Ranch rule regarding 
holiday decorations on the exterior of your 
property (this rule does not apply to the inside 
of your homes):

Holiday decorations (excluding Christmas) 
may be put out up to fourteen (14) days in 
advance of the holiday in question.  Decoration 
must be removed no later than seven (7) days 
after the holiday.  Christmas decorations 
may be put out beginning November 1st 
and must be removed by January 15th.

	 Thank you for your cooperation with the 
Steiner Ranch rules and have a wonderful 
holiday season!
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Are You Looking for Results?  Call Avalar First! 
We are your neighbors, professional REALTORS® 

and Steiner Ranch Real Estate Experts! 
$ FREE Market Analysis $ 

Smart Choice. 
You’ll be moved by us. 
 
www.AvalarAustin.com 

Our Office located 
IN Steiner Ranch! 
You’ll find us just 

above The Market at 
4300 N. Quinlan Park  #220 

Amberly Klam 
REALTOR®
512.492.5128

Amberly@AvalarAustin.com 

Marguerite Craig 
REALTOR®
512.656.8292

MargueriteCraig@Austin.rr.com 

Joy Brillante 
REALTOR®
512.423.4479

Joy@AvalarAustin.com 

Deanna Bentley 
REALTOR®
512.767.8179

Deanna@AvalarAustin.com 

Steve Craig 
REALTOR®
512.415.0099

SteveCraig@Austin.rr.com 

Tom Wilson 
REALTOR®
512.673.0388

TWilson@AvalarAustin.com 

Venessa Kimball, GRI 
REALTOR®
512.289.7534

VKimball@AvalarAustin.com 

Lisa Nauert, CLHMS 
REALTOR®
512.217.3762

LNauert@AvalarAustin.com 

Just in Time Design ASP 
Cathy Helmholz 

512.971.9095 
Cathy@AvalarAustin.com 

Home Staging Services 

Introducing our Newest 
Agent Linda James. 

Welcome Linda! 

Jacqui Holtzman 
REALTOR®
512.736.7653

Jacqui@AvalarAustin.com 

Linda James, REALTOR®
512.496.2966

LindaJ@AvalarAustin.com 

Introducing our Newest 
Agent Eric Jacobsen. 
Now You Can “Hire” 

Eric too! 

www.Eric4Hire.com is now 
www.Eric4Realty.com 

Eric Jacobsen, REALTOR®
512.417.4904

Eric@AvalarAustin.com 



30     Ranch Record - December 2009	 Copyright © 2009 Peel, Inc.

School News

Dr. Andrea Luise-Williams
Dr. Aaron Williams, CSCS

Doctors of  Chiropractic

512.402.1881 Phone
512.402.1895 Fax

drwilliams@lakewayspine.com
www.lakewayspine.com

1213 RR 620 S. • Suite 203
Austin, TX 78734

Chiropractic, Massage Therapy, Sports Rehabilitation, & Acupuncture
In Network with Insurance Plans (BCBS, Aetna, United, PHCS, Assurant Health, Humana…) - Affordable Care!

Whether on the field, or off, 
     don’t let an injury sideline you!

Vandegrift High School “How Tough 
Am I” Swim-A-Thon

	 The Vandegrift High School Swim team held their 1st Annual Swim-a-thon at the 
Bella Mar Pool on Wednesday, November 4th.  It was an early release day for LISD, 
so swimmers took advantage of the extra time to raise money for their inaugural swim 
season.
	 Each swimmer, swam a total of 10,000 yards and, as a team raised over $3,000.  It 
took them between 2 ½ to 3 ½ hours to complete.  Afterward, the parents and swim 
team booster supplied food and smores for the team to enjoy!  Thanks to Pizza Hut 
for providing the team with free pizza.

Congratulations on proving “how tough you are” VHS Swimmers!
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Locally Owned and Operated
Visit Our Website:

www.BeatingBugsBetter.com

266-8477
 

 

Ants In Your Plants?

$20.00 OFF
Any Pest Contol Service

Exp. 12/31/09
New Customers Only

$25.00 OFF
Rodent Exclusion Service

Exp. 12/31/09

- Free Estimates!

We Specialize in:
-
-
-

Fire Ants                
Scorpions
Spiders

Carpenter Ants
Silverfish
Enclosures

-
-
-

-
-

Roaches
Hornets/Wasps
Rodents-

- Preventative/
Corrective
Termite
Treatments

Vipers  Boys’
Lacrosse Team

New Law Bans Cell Phone 
Use in School Zones

	 Beginning September 1 of this year a new law went into effect that 
does not allow the use of your cell phone (unless you use a hands 
free devise) in a school zone and Steiner Ranch has three of them all 
within 3 miles of each other.  
	 So, end that call before entering the school zone, or you could face 
a $200 fine.

	 The Vipers boys’ lacrosse team is forming and 
looking for players.   If you are an incoming 
freshman or sophomore at Vandegrift HS 
and are interested, then we are looking for 

you.  NO PRIOR PLAYING EXPERIENCE 
NECESSARY! *7th/8th and 5th/6th grade 
teams now forming!*

For more information visit viperslax.net or 
email the team at viperslax@gmail.com

Stallions Spread
Christmas Cheer  

	 The holiday season is upon us and Steiner Ranch Elementary is 
once again participating in a community Toy Drive. The toy drive is 
an opportunity for our students to make the holiday season a little 
brighter for children in need.
	 With the help of our long-time partner, Starbucks at Four Points, 
toys will be distributed to local charities. Such charities in the past have 
included Blue Santa, Brown Santa and children’s hospitals. 
	 “We want to teach our school children that giving to others in need 
is an important part of Christmas. I think it is a great way to exercise 
our ethical principle ‘Concern for Others,’”said Susan Kemmerer, event 
co-chair. New, unwrapped toys can be dropped off from December7th 
through 11th at the school collection bins. 
	 Brownie Troop #1743 will be “advertising” with troop-made signs 
to remind parents at pick-up time, and a Boy Scout troop will assist 
with transporting gifts.
	 If you would like to be involved in transporting gifts to the Four Points 
Starbucks collection site, please contact Susan Kemmerer (sykemmerer@
earthlink.net). Your time is a gift worth giving to this great cause, and it 
would only involve one afternoon. Please contact Sarah Ribeiro or Susan 
Kemmerer with questions. Sarahribeiro@sbcglobal.net - Sykemmerer@
earthlink.net.  We’d love to help those that want to be involved!!
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Calendar of Events

			   1	 2	 3	 4	 5

	 6	 7	 8	 9	 10	 11	 12

	 13	 14	 15	 16	 17	 18	 19		

	 20	 21	 22	 23	 24	 25	 26		

	 27	 28	 29	 30	 31

	S unday	M onday	T uesday	 Wednesday	T hursday	 Friday	S aturday

6:30pm – FREE Yoga 
(TSCC)

6:30pm – Committee 
Members Holiday Party 

(TSCC)

8:00am – Free Pilates 
(TSCC)

10:00am – SAIVA 
(TSCC)

6:30pm – FREE Yoga 
(TSCC)

10:00am – 12:00pm 
– Self Defense Class 

(TSCC)

6:30pm – Eye Opening 
Solutions for Parents 

(TSCC)

6:30pm – FREE Yoga 
(TSCC)

10:00am – SAIVA 
(TSCC)

Christmas Day 

Association Office Closed

6:30pm – FREE Yoga 
(TSCC)

DECEMBER 2009DECEMBER 2009

Association Office Open 
10am – 5pm.

8:00am – Free Pilates 
(TSCC)

7:00pm – New Owner 
Orientation (TSCC)

Association Office .
Open 10am – 2pm

6:30pm – Tentative 
Facility Committee 
Meeting (TSCC)

7:00pm – Women & 
Finance (BMCC)

7:30pm – Surviving the 
Holidays (Wild Basin Fitness)

7:00pm – Holiday Wine 
Social (TSCC)

Association Staff
Office Holiday Party 

– Office Open.
10am – Noon only

4:00pm - 6:00pm.
 – Self Defense Class 

(TSCC)
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JANUARY 2010JANUARY 2010
	S unday	M onday	T uesday	 Wednesday	T hursday	 Friday	S aturday

						      1	 2

	 3	 4	 5	 6	 7	 8	 9

	 10	 11	 12	 13	 14	 15	 16	

	 17	 18	 19	 20	 21	 22	 23	

	 24/31	 25	 26	 27	 28	 29	 30

6:30pm – FREE Yoga 
(TSCC)

10:00am – SAIVA 
(TSCC)

6:30pm – FREE Yoga 
(TSCC)

6:30pm – FREE Yoga 
(TSCC)

8:00am – Free Pilates 
(TSCC)

6:30pm – Social 
Committee Meeting 

(TSCC)

10:00am – 12:30pm 
– Custom Ceramic Tile.

2-day Workshop (TSCC)

Association Office Closed

Happy New Year

4:00pm – 6:00pm –
Self Defense.
Class (TSCC

6:30pm – FREE Yoga 
(TSCC)

10:00am – SAIVA 
(TSCC)

10:00am – 12:30pm 
– Custom Ceramic Tile.

2-day Workshop (TSCC)

Buyers can instantly receive information about YOUR listing 
directly to their cell phone and as your Real Estate Agent

I promise to respond to their inquiry in less than 60 seconds!
Coldwell Banker United has made it that simple!

a text message away.

Coldwell Banker United
1008 RR 620 #200   Austin, TX 78734

512-680-0234 direct
512-263-5655 office
512-263-5458 fax
rlacey@cbunited.com
www.reishalacey.com
www.cbunited.com/Reisha.Lacey

Relocation Marketing Specialist
Certified Luxury Home Marketing Specialist

512-680-0234 Reisha Lacey
REALTOR, GRI

The Sale Of Your 
Home Is Only...
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Business Section

	 Are you looking to grow your business 
in 2010?  If so, you might be interested in 
a few of the business networking groups in 
the area.  There are a few to choose from:
Steiner Ranch Referrals BNI Group
	 Meetings are on Thursday mornings 
from 8:00am to 9:30am at Thai Harmony 
in Steiner Ranch.  Visitors are welcome!  
If you are interested in visiting a meeting 
please contact Mark Taylor at marktaylor@
actioncoach.com for more information or 
visit www.BNIAustin.com.

Four Points BNI
	 Meetings are on Wednesday at lunch 
from 11:30am to 1:00pm at the River Place 
Country Club.  Visitors are welcome!  If you 
are interested in visiting a meeting please 
contact Amy Oehler at Amy@Lending360.
net or visit www.BNIAustin.com.

Four Business Networking Groups in the Area
A Business Referral Group Made Fun
	 Networking Northwest Austin is expanding 
its member base of businesses in our area.  
NWNWA members build close business 
and personal relationships.  We believe in 
business by referrals and having a limited 
member base (not duplicating professions), 
so you will not see your competitors here. 
We have a caring, positive, involved group 
of people who not only wish to build their 
business, but also want to build the strength 
of our networking group.  NWNWA meets 
on the 2nd and 4th Tuesday at Waterloo Ice 
House, 360 & FM 2222 from 7:00am to 
8:30am.   And a fun happy hour once per 
month at a beautiful location.   Come to 
a breakfast or call Dorothy Scarborough, 
President - dscarborough5@austin.rr.com, 
512-589-3678.

4PBA.org,
	 “Your Trusted Source For Local Business.”  
We’re your user friendly networking group 
that provides   business networking leads, 
co-op advertising support, and community 
event participation.  See our web site  4PBA.
org or call Chase Burris for more information 
512-809-5051.

Classified Ads
Personal classifieds (one time sell items, such 
as a used bike...) run at no charge to Steiner 
Ranch residents, limit 30 words, please e-mail 
steinerranch@peelinc.com.
Business classifieds (offering a service or 
product line for profit) are $50, limit 40 words, 
please contact Peel, Inc. Sales Office at 512-263-
9181 or advertising@PEELinc.com.

Bryan Kelley 
bkelley@cbunited.com 
512.263.5655 
512.589.0007 cell 
www.BryanKelleyHomes.com 

 

Follow me on Twitter 
LakeTravisRE 

Bryan is a ten year resident of Steiner Ranch, and lifelong Austinite.  
Partnered with Coldwell Banker, the leader in real estate technology, 
Bryan offers unparalleled service and client satisfaction. 
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BUsINESS Classified

FREE Snake/Reptile/Creepy-Crawler Removal 
for Steiner Ranch Residents. I will come to your house, capture, 
remove and relocate any/all snakes, lizards, spiders, scorpions, 
etc. for no charge, and with a smile. Call anytime.   Snake 
specialist! 512-944-0633

STEINER RANCH’S Growing IN-HOME TUTORING 
SERVICE helps Stop School Struggles!  bboyd@clubztutoring.
com or www.clubztutoring.com.   ALL SUBJECTS Pre-K to 
Adult like Algebra, Composition, Science, Test Prep, Music.  
One-on-one in home using school curriculum.   Seeking 
experienced tutor applicants with Teaching Certification and/or 
Degreed Professionals.

CONNOR CLEANING SERVICES:  Are you unhappy with 
your current maid service?  Call Connor Cleaning!  Reliable 
and Dependable Service.  Quality work.  Supplies furnished.  
Affordably priced.   Call 512-209-1141.   Over 12 years in 
business.

CNE Landscape:  Contact us for all of your landscape needs.  
We do lighting,   general landscaping, metal and wood fence 
work, irrigation repair, holiday lighting, and rock work.  Call 
512-426-1446 or email Colby Green at Colby@cnelandscape.
com.  Visit us online at www.cnelandscape.com.

THE HOMEPRO. A professional for your home maintenance, 
repair, or other construction project need. Call us for - carpentry, 
tile, drywall, rotted wood, painting, fences, decks, doors, 
windows and so much more…..we are punch list specialists. 
512-297-6305.

LESS THAN A PENNY: You can run a business classified in 
The Ranch Record and reach all of Steiner Ranch for less than 
a penny per home.  Call 512-263-9181 for details.

personal Classified

Don’t overlook those deductions and 
credits to which you are entitled. There 
is NO substitute for an experienced tax 
professional.

James, E. Longmire, CPA, PLLC 
www.jimlongmirecpa.com
512-970-2449
jiml.cpa@gmail.com 

Tax Preparation Services
e-File 
Reasonable flat fees 
Prompt service 

Bookkeeping on Retainer 
Includes payroll, tax filings, 
reconciliations, forecasting, CPA 
on-demand 

It’s Tax Time! Call Jim 

Christmas is...

something different to everyone.  What is it to you?
We invite you to celebrate with us this year.
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News You Can Use

Bikes for Kids is in-line with our 
mission of providing Austinites 
with the tools and expertise they 
need to be physically fit and we 
are proud to support this local 
charity.
- Alica Harrison

Bikes for Kids

	 Wi ld  Bas in  t eamed up 
with Mix 94.7, the UT Golf Club, 
Fion’s Bistro, and Antonio’s Tex 
Mex to hold a golf tournament 
and happy hour benefitting 
Bikes for Kids.  We were able to 
raise over $2000 with this one 
event, thanks to the generous 
donations of our members as 
well as UT Golf, Fion’s, and 
Antonio’s.   Two golf teams, 
one lead by professional golfer 
Rich Beem and the other by 
Wild Basin owner Kirk Leavell, 
matched-up on the UT golf 
course for bragging rights.  The 
loser had to complete 100 GI 
Janes, which Kirk did in a record 
17 minutes!

About Bikes for Kids:  
	 Over the past 12 years, 
JB & Sandy’s Bikes for Kids 
program has reached an amazing 
milestone; over 10,000 bikes 
donated and more than $1 
million raised!  Bikes for Kids was 
started in 1996 by JB & Sandy.  
They have always felt that no 
child should miss out on the 
feeling of receiving a shiny new 
bicycle on Christmas morning.  
When the promotion began it 
was on a very grass roots level, 
with JB & Sandy giving away 
100 bikes.   It has since grown 
to be one of the city’s most 
recognized charities.
 	 Obviously, the mission of 

BIKES 
FOR 
KIDS

(Left:) Beem with Trophy
(Center:) Winners
(Right:)	 Kirk Leavell

512-263-9181 • www.PEELinc.com

Peel, Inc.
Printing & Publishing
Publishing Community Newsletters Since 1991

Advertise your business
to your neighbors.

Support Your 
Neighborhood

Newsletter.

Kelly Peel
VP Sales and Marketing & Steiner Ranch Resident

512-263-9181, kelly@PEELinc.com
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Wouldn’t it be great if
someone you love 

moved to Steiner Ranch?
Discover Longhorn Village!

When family and friends live close by, life takes on 
a special joy.  And now the area’s finest retirement 
address is opening in Steiner Ranch this summer:  
Longhorn Village. 

Call (512) 266-5600 or (877) 266-5605 today. 
You still have a chance to become one of the first to call 

Longhorn Village home – residents are moving in now!

DevelopeD in association with the ex-stuDents’
association of the university of texas.

The Longhorn Village lifestyle is open to everyone 
regardless of university affiliation.

501 North Quinlan Park Rd.

www.longhornvillage.com
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News You Can Use

Gwendolyn B. Miller, MD
Board Certified in Internal Medicine
Primary Care forPatients 18yrs +

Claudia L. Legere, MD
Board Certified in Family Medicine

Primary Care for Patients 3yrs +

STEINER RANCH PRIMARY CARE

New Patients Welcome!

LOCATION:
2900 N. Quinlan Park Rd. , Suite 430
Austin, Texas 78732
512.266.8877

PRACTICE
HOURS:

Monday-Friday
8:00 a.m. - Noon • 1:30 p.m. - 5 p.m.

Exceptional Physicians, Exceptional Care!

Medicare and Most Insurance Accepted

SAME DAY
APPOINTMENTS

AVAILABLE

Coming from the Anglo-Saxon word ‘spearwa’ and literally meaning ‘flutterer’, sparrows often 
conjure up images of the ubiquitous and non-native House sparrow and the House finch, which 
isn’t a sparrow at all.  While most sparrows are generally small to medium brown birds with streaks, 
the differences between sparrows can best be determined by their relative size, head markings, and 
habitat.

All sparrows have conical bills that they use to shell seeds, a primary component of their diet 
year-round, but especially so in the winter months.  There is little difference between the males and 
the females in terms of appearance, but males are on average larger than females.  As a group, most 
sparrows are birds of grasslands, prairies, and marshes, and seem to prefer weedy fields and woodland 
edges in the winter.  Of the sparrow species that migrate, none travel further than the southern United 
States or northern Mexico.

One of our most common winter sparrows is the Chipping sparrow.  Small and slim, with a long 
notched tail, rusty cap, white stripe over the eye and a black line through the eye, this sparrow moves 
in loose flocks and frequently feeds in short grass and open woods.  While still fairly abundant, this 
sparrow is declining in numbers, mainly due to habitat destruction, and winters in the southern part 
of the United States.  When first identified in 1810 by an American ornithologist, it was nicknamed 
‘the social sparrow’ for it was easily approached and associated with human habitation.

(Continued on Page 39)

Nature Watch
The Simple Beauty of Sparrows

Chipping Sparrow

White-Crowned Sparrow

Making the Holidays
Less Materialistic
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  A fairly large sparrow, the White-crowned sparrow is distinguished 
by its black and white striped head, unmarked gray breast, and dark 
pink bill.  It is found in large groups in thickets and weedy areas, 
foraging on the ground.  Discovered in 1772 by a German naturalist, 
this sparrow was originally named the ‘white-eyebrowed bunting’, 
for in the Old World, sparrows were usually called buntings. 

Found in a variety of grassy habitats, and often in small flocks, is 
the Savannah sparrow.  Streaked 
on both their back and their 
breast, Savannah’s have pink legs, 
yellow above the eye, a thin white 
median crown stripe, and a short 
notched tail.  First described by 
a British ornithologist in 1790, it 
was called a ‘sandwich bunting’ 
due to the first specimens being 
collected from Sandwich Bay in 
the Aleutian Islands of Alaska.   

 Lincoln’s sparrow is a medium-
sized bird with a rather short tail, 
broad gray stripe above the eye, 

Nature Watch - (Continued from Page 38)

Savannah Sparrow

Lincoln’s Sparrow

buffy moustache stripe, 
and a buffy upper breast 
with crisp, blackish streaks.  
Found in winter in brushy 
edges of ponds and other 
moist areas, this sparrow 
was named by John James 
Audubon in 1833 after 
his research companion, 
Thomas Lincoln, shot the 
first specimen in Labrador.       

Sparrows are gregarious and are often our most hardy winter 
visitors.  Adorned in various shades of brown, gray, black, and white, 
they reflect the subdued hues of a winter landscape.  Often dismissed 
as ‘little brown birds’ when seen with the naked eye, these birds invite 
closer inspection and are nature’s way of reminding us that subtle 
colors and patterns can be beautiful, too!   

Send your nature-related questions to naturewatch@austin.rr.com 
and we’ll do our best to answer them.  
- Jim & Lynne weber

Michelle Lasher - Owner
hair design + color specialist

Redken + Pureology specialist

2909 FM 620 North • Suite 104 • Lakeway
(512) 626-6061 • www.salonplatinumaustin.com

Haircuts to suit your bone structure,
color to enhance your skin
and accentuate your eyes.

Receive a Free Haircut
with Any Highlight Service

Online Appointment Requests Available!
Check Out Website for More Great Specials!

Salon

www.SalonPlatinumAustin.com

(For new Clients • Must present this ad)

FREEOne SpanishLesson Free*must present coupon

Waleska Ovalle
Spanish Instructor & Native Speaker

Berlitz-Certified Spanish, Professional Level
Speech Pathologist

Graduate of Rafael Landivar University, Guatemala
512.909.4142 • ovallewaleska@gmail.com

Spanish For All / Español Para Todos
The objective of our classes is to learn conversational Spanish and have a great experience doing 
so! We want all students to gain a useful, everyday vocabulary with which to express themselves

and at the same time discover a new world and its cultures.

Duo ( Mom-Dad, Parent-Child, 
Siblings, Friends)

Classes meet for 1hr, 2 days/wk, for 6 wks.

Niños Pequeños (3-6 yrs)
Classes meet for 45 mins., 2 days/wk, for 4 wks.

Adult
Classes meet for 45 mins., 2 days/wk, for 4 wks.

Niños Grandes (7-10 yrs)
Classes meet for 1 hr., 2 days/wk, for 4-8 wks.

Private Executive
Designed to meet the needs of those 

working in a variety of industries including 
health care & technology. 

Classes meet for 1hr., 1-2 days/wk.,
for 6 -10 wks.

CLASS OFFERINGSCLASS OFFERINGS
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News You Can Use

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  

 

  

 

Monday Afternoons Thursday Mornings 
3 - 4 ½yr        Multi Sport 16mo – 2’s Parent & Tot 
4 ½ - 6yr        Multi Sport 3 – 4 ½ yr   Multi Sport 

7 – 9yr     Basketball Clinic  

 

HOLIDAY CAMP

(512)608-2634                 shannon@sportball.us 
Register online at  WWW.SPORTBALL.US 

at Steiner Ranch 

December Break  
9:00am-12:00pm 
Ages 3-5’s, 6-9’s

 
Winter Classes start in January 

 

RESIDENTIAL & COMMERCIAL
• INTERIOR/EXTERIOR • UNIFORMED PAINTERS
• POWER WASHING • QUALITY GUARANTEED
• CAULKING / SCRAPING • GENERAL REPAIRS

www.southernpainting.com

512-267-6200
References/Bonded & Insured

FREE ESTIMATES

Techie Gifts for the Geek in Your Life
	 Well, here we are again, it’s almost Christmas and you still haven’t 
bought that “perfect” gift for the geek in your life.  With the help 
of your computer and UPS/FedEx, you can have a gift in just a few 
days, just be sure to follow my “safe shopping” advice from September 
(you can read it online in the Lakeway newsletter at http://bit.ly/Peel-
Inc)
	 Let’s start with a trip to ThinkGeek.com  Who doesn’t love Yoda, 
that cute little green Jedi from Star Wars?  Now you can take Yoda 
with you with your very own Yoda Backpack.  You strap him to your 
back and he holds on to you and your things at the same time (http://
bit.ly/TekChicGifts001).  Is your geek a prankster (or better, you 
want to pull a prank on your geek)?  Then you want the “Phantom 
Keystroker”.  Simply insert the Phantom Keystroker into an available 
(and unseen) USB port and it will randomly and unexpectedly 
move the mouse, trigger the Caps-Lock key, or insert garbage text 
into typing (or all 3 if you wish).  It’s enough to drive anyone crazy 
on either a PC or a Mac (http://bit.ly/TekChicGifts002).    Want 
to be part James Bond and part Q?  How about a watch that hides 
an 8GB USB flash drive?   It’s stylish and stealthy (http://bit.ly/
TekChicGifts003).  

	 X-tremegeek.com has lots of goodies also.  Know someone who 
likes to tinker?  Then they need “Electronic Gadgets for The Evil 
Genius”.  For under $100, they can build a working light saber, a 
laser listening system, a sonic phaser cannon and many other projects 
(http://bit.ly/TekChicGifts004).  Does your geek like to stay up late 
and then has trouble getting up in the morning? The “Sonic Boom 
Alarm Clock” is what is needed.  Not only does it have a loud 113 
decibel alarm, it also comes with a 12 volt bed shaker that will 
make you think you live along the San Andreas Fault (http://bit.
ly/TekChicGifts005). 
	 USB is great not only for connecting printers and flash drives, but 
it can also power various gadgets, and USBGeek.com is the place for 
all things USB.  One thing you can say about Texas, is that it gets 
HOT here.  Wouldn’t a 5” fan sitting on your desk be nice on those 
sweltering  days? Well just plug this fan into a USB port and cooling 
air will be rushing over you (http://bit.ly/TekChicGifts006).  Feeling 
particularly taken with the Christmas spirit?  Then a USB powered 
neon Christmas tree is what you need.  And if all your USB ports 
are used up, then some AAA batteries will power it instead (http://
bit.ly/TekChicGifts007).  Sometimes on hot days those big office 

(Continued on Page 41)
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buildings turn the air-conditioners down so 
far it’s actually cold, so heated Christmas 
gloves are what you need.  Your fingertips are 
left free for typing, yet your hands stay nice 
and warm (http://bit.ly/TekChicGifts008).  
Ever start a can of cola only to have to go 
warm before you finish it?  The USB Can 
Cooler/Heater will help keep it cool, and I 
suppose if you have the right shape coffee 
cup it can keep your coffee warm as well 
(http://bit.ly/TekChicGifts009).   
	 Need some clothing ideas?  Maybe you’re 
a dad and the geek in the family, then get 
your kid a “My Dad’s a Geek” sweatshirt 
fromCleaverCuties.com and be proud 
of it (http://bit.ly/TekChicGifts010).   Is 
the mom the geek?  Then how about a 
“My Mom’s a Geek” hoodie (http://bit.
ly/TekChicGifts011). 
	 Have a wonderful Christmas season.  Next 
month we’ll look at some of the fun stuff 
coming up in 2010.
- Laurie Scott

Techie Gifts- (Continued from Page 40)

If you would like to submit YOUR recipe email it to articles@peelinc.com.

Recipe of the Month
Ham Roll-Ups

Ingredients
	Flour tortillas
	8 oz. Philadelphia cream cheese (softened)
	1 small can Hormel canned ham
	Picante sauce

Directions 
Mix the cream cheese, ham, and picante 

sauce together. Spread on tortillas and roll up. 
Refrigerate several hours, then slice.

•
•
•
•
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Wishing you and your family a wonderful Holiday Season

   SCANLAN, BUCKLE & YOUNG, P.C.
                                A�orneys at Law

602 West 11th Street · Aus�n, Texas  78701

Business, Contract and Employment Law
Civil Li�ga�on and Arbitra�on
Criminal Defense and Personal Injury
Real Estate and Title Law
Probate and Estate Planning
Agency and Licensing Law

“The Civil Prac�ce of Law”

512·478·4651
www.sbylaw.com

No charge for Ini�al Consulta�on

David Sander
 Partner & Steiner Resident

Lake Travis Community Library
Holiday Story Time

Thursday, December 17 at 6 p.m
	 When is the last time you visited the library?  Did you know that 
Lake Travis Community Library carries audiobooks, large print 
titles, board books for toddlers, music, magazines, electronic books, 
databases, magazines for children, and, of course, books for all ages?  
If you need a free way to fill your cozy autumn evenings, visit Lake 
Travis Community Library.
	 “We have five library book clubs, three story times a week, a craft 
club, a memoir writing group, a pajama story time once a month, a 
weekly after-school reading program, Love the Earth Camp twice a 
month, genealogy classes, computer help sessions, and more,” said 
Library Director Morgan McMillian.  “We have something to offer 
everyone in the community.”
	 The special event in the month of December is the popular Holiday 
Story Time on Thursday, December 17 at 6 p.m.  Holiday stories, 
songs, and treats will create a festive mood.  Close to one hundred 
people have attended this special evening in the past and you won’t 
want to miss it!  Be sure to stay for the special guest!

(Continued on Page 43)

Attend the Holiday Story Time at Lake Travis Community 
Library on Thursday, December 17 at 6 p.m.
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	 The Teen Book Club meets on Sunday, December 6 at 4 p.m. at 
the library.  All junior high and high school students are invited to 
discuss M.T. Anderson’s Feed.  This fantasy novel, set in a future 
world where computers are implanted directly into people’s brains 
when they are babies, is sure to provoke much debate.  Pizza will 
be served!  See www.laketravislibrary.org/bookclub.htm for details 
about the four adult book clubs offered at the library. 
	 The Memoir Writing Group holds its next meeting on Tuesday, 
December 1 at 7 p.m.  The purpose of the group is to remember, 
to write, and to support each other in the process.  At meetings, 
participants listen to a writing prompt, write for about twenty 
minutes, and share stories with each other.  Library staff member 
Mary Jo Finch is the facilitator of this popular new group.  More 
information can be found at http://laketraviscommunity.wordpress.
com/welcome/.
	 Computer Help sessions continue to be offered at the library 
on Thursday mornings before the library opens at 9 a.m.  If you 
have questions about searching the Internet, adding attachments 
to Word documents, operating your digital camera, or opening an 
email account, please plan to attend.  And, the Genealogy Group 
continues to meet Friday mornings at 9 a.m. to access computer 
databases, share information, and get advice from experts.

	 There are many events presented for children as well!   Five to 
eight year olds are encouraged to attend the Read It! program on 
Wednesdays at 3:15 p.m.  Each week, the group reads several chapters 
from a novel, completes an accompanying activity, and enjoys a 
light snack.  Wear your sleepwear in public on the third Tuesday 
of December at 6:15 p.m. for a pajama storytime with a bedtime 
theme.  Love the Earth Camp is for early elementary students on the 
second and fourth Saturday of the month to learn about conservation.  
Teen volunteer Ashley Fosshat leads the group in arts and crafts, 
snacks, and a special story time with an environmental theme.  And, 
three weekly story times continue to be popular for our youngest 
patrons.  Preschoolers meet on Mondays at 10:30 a.m., toddler story 
time is held on Tuesdays at 10:30 a.m., and babies are welcome to 
attend a story time on Wednesdays at 10:30 a.m. with songs and 
fingerplays.
	 As always, please contact the library for more information about 
any of these events at (512) 263-2885 or www.laketravislibrary.org.  
We look forward to seeing you at the library! 
Submitted by Morgan McMillian

Lake Travis Community Library- (Continued from Page 42)

Risk-free trial

Our Risk-Free trial Includes:

Get Results from your 
Fitness Program

Come experience the Human Machine difference!
The Risk-Free Trial takes all the worry out of starting a fitness program.

Try our personal training program for only $79 and save over $200!
If you’re not satisfied, we’ll refund your money.  

Get started today! Call Jon Speakman at 
771-7576 or e-mail at jon@jonspeakman.com

www.humanmachinetraining.com
Limited time offer. Expires on January 30, 2010



44     Ranch Record - December 2009	 Copyright © 2009 Peel, Inc.

News You Can Use

Advertise 
Your Business Here

888-687-6444
We Pick Up

1.800.SA. TRUCK
D ONAT E GO ODS

DOING THE MOST GOOD1.800.SA.TRUCK

TAX DED UCT IONS 2009?

NOT AVAILABLE

ONLINE
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River City
Power

Washing

River City
Power

Washing
We’ll Get it Clean

and Keep Austin Green!
We’ll Get it Clean

and Keep Austin Green!

P.O. Box 270002, Austin, Texas 78727
O: 512.244.2899 • C: 512.587.3693
RiverCityPowerWashing@yahoo.com
www.RiverCityPowerWashing.com/HOA

River City Power Washing is dedicated
to cleaning, beautification and the restoration

of Central Texas properties. With our
experience and full line of services, our

ultimate goal is your satisfaction and your
repeat business!

River City Power Washing is dedicated
to cleaning, beautification and the restoration

of Central Texas properties. With our
experience and full line of services, our

ultimate goal is your satisfaction and your
repeat business!

• Family Owned & Operated
• Fully Insured & Bonded
• Competitive Pricing
• Eco-Friendly
• Member of the Austin Chamber of Commerce
• Member of the Austin Better Business Bureau
• Compliant with Stage II Water Restrictions

Contact us for a FREE Consultation and Estimate

512-587-3693
Ask for Rick

Contact us for a FREE Consultation and Estimate

512-587-3693
Ask for Rick

We Clean Everything!
When you choose River City Power Washing, you get all of the
power washing services you’ll ever need from a contractor
that knows how to clean everything outdoors. River City Power
Washing will clean:

• Residential & Commercial Properties
• Patios/Fences/Deck Staining
• Parking Lot Cleaning & Stripping
• Store Fronts
• NFPA96 Certified Restaurant Vent Hood 
   Cleaning & Servicing
• Post Construction Cleaning
• Animal Shelters/Kennels
• All Exterior Surfaces (Brick, Siding, Concrete)

Keep Cleanand Go Greenfor the HOLIDAYS!
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Moving Services

HEAVENLY CARE
Personal & Home Care Services

HEAVENLY CARE

www.heavenlycaregivers.com 
www.heavenlycaremoving.com

Moving Services
Homes, Offices & Apartments

Packing/Unpacking Assitance
Loading & Unloading

Full Setup of Furnishings
Fully Insured

Locally Owned & Operated
Liscensed & Bonded

Professional Crews

Personal & Home Care Services
Bathing/Grooming
Mobility Assitance
Meal Preparation
Companionship
Dressing
Medication Reminders
Light Housekeeping
Transportation

512-340-0551 15% OFF MOVE*state & localhourly moves excludedexpires 12/31/09

25% OFF 1st WEEK*home care serviceexpires 12/31/09

AND

Winner
2007
2008
2009

100% Satisfaction Guarantee

Legal Smarts
Top 6 mistakes parents make when naming a guardian for their children

As a parent, you have the responsibility 
for making sure that not only your future 
is well planned, but that your children’s are 
as well, even after you are no longer here.  
Choosing who will take care of your kids and 
legally documenting your decisions is estate 
planning—it’s your backup, your Plan B.… 
if you have kids, you need it.  

The most common mistake parents make 
when naming a guardian for their children is 
procrastinating.  You will NEVER be able to 
name the perfect person to take your place as 
guardian of your minor children---only you 
as the parents are the perfect people.  Your 
goal should be to at least make a B.  If you 
procrastinate and never get a plan in order in 
the event of a tragedy you have an F.  

People make other common mistakes 
when naming a guardian for their children.  
Here is a list of the top 6:

1.	Named a couple to act as guardians when 
you don’t really want both people in the 
couple and you have not indicated   what 
should happen if the couple broke up or one 
of the partners in the couple died.  

2.	Not named enough alternates to serve if 
your first choice could not serve. 

3.	Failed to exclude someone you do not 
want to serve or who may challenge your 
decision.

4.	Considered financial resources when 
deciding who should raise your children. 
Your guardians do not have to also be 
financial decision makers for your kids. 
They should be the people who will make 
the best health care, education, housing, 
discipline and care decisions for your kids. 
It’s your responsibility to leave enough 

money behind to take care of your kids 
either through savings or life insurance and 
you can name someone other than your 
guardians to take care of that money if the 
best choice guardians are not “good with 
money” people. 

5.	Only named long-term care guardians 
and did not make any arrangements for the 
immediate term if you were in an accident. 
The last thing any parent wants for their 
child to end up at child protective services.  
But, if you are in an accident and no plan is 
in place to locate the person who is legally 
able to take control of your children and 
the legal documents authorizing such, this 
nightmare could become your children’s 
reality.   If your named guardian does not 
live near you, it is imperative that you name 

(Continued on Page 47)



Copyright © 2009 Peel, Inc.	 Ranch Record - December 2009     47

	 Burglaries of Vehicles-   Most Burglary of vehicles occurs 
between the hours of midnight and 4:00am.  You can help 
prevent this crime by locking your vehicles and removing your 
personal items from your vehicle.  Suspects often use a flashlight 
to look in your vehicle before committing the crime.  If they don’t 
find what they are looking for, they will most likely move on.  
Always report suspicious activity to your local Law Enforcement 
Agency by dialing 911 or our non-emergency number 512-974-
0845. 
	 Illegal Dumping- Illegal dumping in Travis County continues 
to by a major concern for our department.  
Please contact our dispatch to report illegal 
dumping.   Do not dig through 
someone else’s trash, you have no 
way of knowing what contaminates 
are in the dumping area or in the 
trash itself.  Try to obtain license plates 
of vehicles seen in the dumping areas and 
report the activity immediately.

Travis County Sheriff ’s
Crime Prevention Reminder

  C
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M
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N
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T

Engage minds and hearts 
will follow.

Each Primrose School is privately owned and operated. Primrose Schools and The Leader in Educational  Child Care are trademarks of Primrose 
School Franchising Company. ©2008 PSFC. All rights reserved.

a temporary guardian who lives within 20 minutes of your home.  
It is also imperative that you have a plan in place so that the police 
department is capable of knowing who your temporary guardian is 
and is able to contact them at any time.  

6.	Placed your guardianship instruction inside your will and then 
protected your will in your safe deposit box, fireproof safe or some 
other ‘secret’ location.  If your documents are under lock and key or if 
the proper people don’t know how to get access to them immediately 
and from any location, how is your PLAN B going to actually be 
implemented?    Actually preparing the legal guardianship documents 
is only the first step.  How will the police know you have designated 
a temporary guardian?  How will your babysitter know?  While this 
is being sorted out, your children are being shipped off to foster 
care.  Smart parents think about these things in advance and have 
an emergency plan that can actually be implemented.

Legal Smarts- (Continued from Page 46)
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Staying Fit through the Winter Months

	 Wow! The days are shorter, 
and the weather is colder. Winter 
is here once again. Luckily Texas 
winters, especially in Austin, 
only a few months. Nevertheless, 
winter can wreak havoc on fitness 
regimes for two reasons. Many 
individuals experience SAD 
(Seasonal Affective Disorder), 
which i s  winter  b lues  or 
depression that occurs in people 
with normal mental health. It’s 
due to the lack of sun light. 
According to the Mayo clinic, 
SAD can be treated with light 
therapy or antidepressants.   If 
you think you might be suffering 
Seasonal Affective Disorder, talk 
to your doctor.
	 Second, many us tend to 
hibernate in our homes in the 

winter. Sitting at home in front of 
the fireplace with a warm blanket 
and drinking hot chocolate or 
tea or eating warm soup is more 
pleasing than going out and 
exercising in the cold or going 
to the gym after work when it’s 
already dark out.  This makes 
it feel later than it is, when in 
reality it’s only 5 or 6 o’clock.  
Need not to worry though; 
here are some fitness tips that 
will keep you going until spring 
arrives again.

1. Warm up and drink 
plenty of water. 
	 A proper warm-up is critical 
because cold temperatures can 
make your muscles tight and 
therefore more prone to injuries. 
Remember, always warm-up (Continued on Page 49)

prior to engaging in any physical 
activity. Drink, drink, and 
drink plenty of water. Most 
people forget the importance 
of water during the colder 
months and are more likely to 
become dehydrated.

2 .  G o  w i n d o w 
shopping at the 
local mall!
Most local mall(s) open an 
hour early in order to 
provide a safe indoor 
walking haven during 
the winter months. 
If you can’t make it 
in morning, take 
your sneakers with 
you and go right 
after work. Three 
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or four times a week will help keep the pounds off.

3. Remember those exercise videos.
Just about everyone has had one. Wipe the dust off your exercise 
video and use it on the days you can’t exercise outdoors because of the 
darkness. If you don’t have an exercise video, check one out at your 
local library and/or video rental stores. Also, some cable networks 
have exercise channels on-demand for no charge, so look at your 
channel menu.		

4. Create a home gym. 
Most people have a home gym without realizing it. Check you garage, 
under the bed, storage room, and closet. You can easily set-up a great 
workout routine with just a set of dumbbells, an exercise ball and a 
jump rope. If you don’t any of these items, you can purchase most 
of these items at a local athletic supplier or discounted resale store 
for about $50 to $60. 
	 There's no need to hit the couch or hibernate during the winter 
months. Stay motivated. With a little knowledge and motivation, 
anyone can meet the challenges of winter exercise. Have a fun, safe 
and a physically active winter.
- Valerie Salinas

Staying Fit- (Continued from Page 48) Sudoku
The challenge is to fill every row across, every column down, and every
3x3 box with the digits 1 through 9. Each 1 through 9 digit must appear
only once in each row across, each column down, and each 3x3 box.

© 2007. Feature Exchange

Sudoku

*Solution at www.PEELinc.com
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Please call Raquel Hebben, the Membership Director if you would like to receive 
information regarding Membership or Spring Junior Programs.

4207 River Place Boulevard    Austin, Texas 78730   |    Phone: 512.346.1114   |   Fax: 512.346.0527   |   www.riverplaceclub.com

Junior Programs are offered after school
 every day from February through May.

Our programs include: Golf, Tennis, Tap,
Tumbling, Ballet, Hip Hop, and Karate!

*Membership is Not Required to 
Trial After School Programs.

Come and Enjoy Everything Membership has to offer:
Golf, Tennis, Fitness, Swimming, Dining and Social Events!

*Join Now through December 31st and receive 
(4) 30 minute Personal Training packages to start 

the New Year off right!*

Give the Gift 
of Membership

What are your Kids
Doing after school?

Join the Fun �is Spring!

Staying Healthy During Your Holiday Travels
Flee the flu
	 Some experts say it’s a myth that the re-
circulated air on airplanes spreads colds and 
other maladies. But it’s not a myth that you 
need to protect yourself from the germs 
spread by folks sniffling and sneezing around 
you, especially with double threat of the 
seasonal flu and H1N1, or swine flu, ready 
to pounce.
What can you do?
•	 Fill ’er up with regular: Get the regular 
flu shot. Now. If you don’t have time to see 
a doctor or stop by a pharmacy or grocery 
store flu clinic, there are flu-shot kiosks in 
many airports, and even some bus and train 
stations. 
•	 Get some sleep: Plan on a good night’s 
rest before you travel and try to eat right and 
exercise when on the road. Experts say lack of 
sleep and the stress of travel contribute more 
to getting sick than that icky airplane air. 

•	W ash your hands: A lot. Ignore the stares 
and use sanitary wipes on your airplane 
armrests and tray table. At the hotel, wipe 
down telephone, the TV remote control and 
other germy surfaces. 
•	 Research swine flu: Find out if you’re in 
the target group for the H1N1 vaccine. If 
so, find out when and where you can get the 
shot. 
•	 Stay home: If you get sick, don’t go to 
the airport. And although it won’t help you 
if you decide not to travel, this may be the 
season to explore travel or trip-cancellation 
insurance. You know — just in case.
•	W ear a mask.   Seriously, many people 
think masks are ineffective; but I’d rather 
take that precaution and maybe look a little 
foolish than get the flu bug.
Watch what you drink
	 While it’s a good idea to stay hydrated, 
you may reconsider what you drink, or 

decline to drink, on an airplane. Five years 
ago, the Environmental Protection Agency 
(EPA) tested the tap water served to airline 
passengers. In late 2004, the water on nearly 
20 percent of the airplanes tested fell below 
EPA standards and had unacceptable, and in 
some cases dangerous, levels of bacteria. Since 
then, many airlines have been voluntarily 
monitoring their tap water and reporting 
back to agency, but last week it issued rules 
that spell out exactly how often airlines must 
clean and disinfect airplane water systems 
and test for coliform bacteria.
Airlines have up to two years to comply with 
those rules, so in the meantime, it’s a good 
idea to:
•	 BYOB — of water: Buy a bottle once 
you pass through security or bring an empty 
bottle from home and fill it up at a post-
security water fountain. 

(Continued on Page 51)
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512-894-0013
www.olyeller.com

Full Landscape
  Design/Installation

Trees & Shrubs

Flagstone Patios

Outdoor Kitchens,
        Pergolas, Fireplaces

Water Features

Masonry, Stucco,
  Rockwork, Brick, 
  Concrete

Outdoor Lighting

Swimming Pools

















satisfaction guaranteedfree estimates

water pressure problems
fiber optic drain line inspectionssewer & drain service

Steve Brougher
276-7476

1106 West Koenig Lane

STEVE’S
PLUMBING

REPAIR

Master License: M-17531

Sid Gupta, BDS, MS
Periodontics & Implant Dentistry

3315 RR 620 S. • Ste. 250 B • Lakeway, TX 78738
O: 512.402.9073 • F: 512.402.9091

www.lakewayperio.com
Insurance Billed on You Behalf • Most Insurance Accepted

•	 Drink from the bottle: When on the plane, drink soda, juice or 
water you see being poured from a bottle. And skip the coffee and 
tea: the water temperature used to brew coffee or heat water for tea 
usually doesn’t get high enough to kill germs. 
•	 Don't drink in the bathroom: Don’t drink the lavatory water, 
and think twice about using it to brush your teeth.
•	 Avoid caffeinated drinks and alcohol.   Nothing causes 
dehydration faster than the combination of caffeine or alcohol and 
the dried-out air on an airplane.  Stick to water and non-carbonated 
beverages to stay hydrated.
•	 Take your vitamins.  Take plenty of Vitamin C.  Many travelers 
I know use Emergen-C, which is a powerful powder that you can 
mix with water.  It’s packed with vitamin C and bioflavanoids.
	 Following all the above tips may keep you well during your next 
airplane flight.  Hopefully when you reach your destination, you will 
be well enough to enjoy your  destination, instead of being confined 
to your hotel room with an unwanted illness.
Remember, whenever you travel and wherever you go, just sit back 
and Enjoy the Journey!
- Marina Byrum

Staying Healthy- (Continued from Page 50)

Peel, Inc. would like
to wish everyone a

Thank You
to our

2009 Austin 
Advertisers!

and say

www.PEELinc.com512-263-9181

Happy Holiday Season

COMMUNITY NEWSLETTERS
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Tips for Teaching Children about Table Manners 

Submitted by Rebecca Beavers 

Teaching your children table manners may sound old fashioned, 
but it never goes out of style. Having good manners shows your 
respect for other people, and it’s more than saying “please” and “thank 
you.” It’s about helping your children develop habits and behaviors 
that will help them relate to adults and other children in a positive 
way. “To make your family mealtime time special and relaxing, slow 
down, sit and talk with your children and expect good behavior. 
You will be pleasantly surprised at how much easier and enjoyable 
it will become,” said Dr. Mary Zurn, vice president of education for 
Primrose Schools. “This is important because children with good 
manners often find it easier to make friends and get along with others 
at school and at home.”

Dr. Zurn offers five table manners tips to get parents started:
1. Start early: Don’t wait until you think your child is “old enough” to 

learn polite behavior. Just as children learn to crawl before they learn 
to walk, they also learn manners in stages. Even infants watch parents 
for rules of expected behavior. Very young children can learn to sign 
key phrases such as “please” or “thank you” and then transition to 
the spoken words around age two. By age three, children should be 
able to stay seated at mealtime if you sit down with them. 

2. Give specific feedback: Children learn best when they receive 
specific feedback about their behavior which is far more effective 
than generic praise. For example, instead of saying, “Good job,” 
you can say, “I’m so glad you set the table.”

3. Encourage polite conversation: Children as young as two can learn 
to engage in polite conversation at the dinner table with the right 
kind of guidance. As you are at the table eating together, show them 
how to take turns listening, talking, and asking questions.

4. Set a good example: Make sure your words and actions match. 
Children watch parents all the time for behavior clues. For example, 
if you want your child to eat broccoli because it’s a healthy food 
choice, you will need to let them see you enjoy eating it as well.

5. Create a routine: Children learn best from consistency because 
it helps them know what to expect. Start with the repetition of 
a few simple steps such as putting a napkin in your lap when 
you sit down. Create a routine that is easy for them to repeat 
and remember. For more tips from Dr. Zurn and a list of book 
suggestions on teaching your children table manners, visit www.
Dr.ZandMe.com.
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See our Passion in Action: 

SHANNONKRAMER 
Direct: 512.658.0720 

ShanKramer@hotmail.com 

BRANDYFINNESSEY 
Direct: 512.698.3366 
BFinnessey@Gmail.com 

SHANNONKRAMER 
BRANDYFINNESSEY 

 

We live, play & work in Steiner Ranch.  
It is our neighborhood.  

It is our passion. 
 

Each office independently owned and operated. 

Follow us  
on                 ! 
@ KramerFinnessey 

UNDER  
CONTRACT 

IN JUST30 DAYS! 

SOLD  
IN ONLY 2 DAYS! 

UNDER  
CONTRACT 

IN JUST10 DAYS! 

BEAUTIFUL  
INTERIOR! 

2932 Persimmon Valley 
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Austin Newcomers Club 

December Luncheon
Austin Newcomers is a social organization dedicated to introducing 

residents to the Austin Community and giving them the opportunity 
to meet and make new friends.  Join us at our monthly luncheon as 
well as take the opportunity to learn about and become involved in 
many fun Interest groups.

Join us to hear Emily Bem, an award-winning singer and actress as 
she sings for us at our holiday luncheon.  Emily has been performing 
in Austin for the past ten years.  Most recently, she appeared as 
Sister Robert Anne in Nunsense with TexARTS, a company she has 
previously performed with including The Music Man (Alma), Big 
River (Widow Douglas) and Damn Yankees (Doris). On the Zilker 
Hillside, Emily played Alice Miller in My Favorite Year (she won a 
B. Iden Payne award), the Wardrobe in Beauty and The Beast, and 
most recently, Eulalie Mackecknie Shinn in The Music Man (Payne 
nominee). Emily performed in eight consecutive Austin Musical 
Theatre shows. At Austin Playhouse she was Hattie in Kiss Me 
Kate and Miss Weston in Damn Yankees. She has played a variety of 
characters as well as playing Aldonza in Man of La Mancha--one of her 
all time dream roles--at the Sam Bass Theater in Round Rock. Emily 
directed Schoolhouse Rock Live! Junior for TexARTS at the Long 
Center, and teaches at their Academy in Lakeway. She also teaches 
acting and singing at Huntington Surrey High School, and offers 
lessons to people of all ages at her house in Southwest Austin.  She 
will be accompanied on the piano is Marlene Nichols.

Time: 11:00 AM Social - 12 Noon Luncheon
Date:   December 16, 2009 (Reservations required 

by Thursday, December 10th)
Location:  Green Pastures Restaurant
	 811 W. Live Oak Street, Austin, 78704
Luncheon Cost:  $20 per person

For more information visit www.austinnewcomers.
com or call 512-314-5100

December Program:  Fabulous Holiday Entertainment
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Burgers • Salads • Catfish
Chicken Fried Steaks • Shrimp

Buy one dinner & Get one free
(of equal or lesser value & must purchase two drinks)

Valid Sun-Tues after 4pm. Not: valid with any other offers. One coupon per 
customer per visit. Coupon must be presented when ordering. Coupon expires 2/16/10

NEW PLAYGROUND!
Play & Eat • Eat & Play • Play & Eat

KIDS EAT FREE!
All Day Wednesdays With Adult Meal Purchase

LIVE MUSIC FRIDAY & SATURDAY NIGHTS!
Open Daily 11AM-9PM • BoatHouseGrill.com

6812 N. Ranch Road 620 
(One Block South of 2222/620)

Phone Orders, Please Call: 249-5200

“A True Texas Inspiration”
Same Kind of Different as Me by Ron Hall 

and Denver Moore 
At the core of Same Kind of Different as Me, a true story written 

by Ron Hall and Denver Moore, are the relationships that Ron and 
Denver have with each other, their friends, Ron’s spouse and children, 
nature, the environment in which they were raised (especially Denver) 
and most importantly, God. 

Denver, an illiterate and homeless African American man from 
Louisiana, has suffered at the hands of many throughout his life but 
through it all become a true messenger for God. The book begins with 
Denver recounting his heartbreaking life—from the back breaking 
work of picking cotton to seeing the people he loved most in the 
world disappear. The book so graphically reveals the gut wrenching 
life of a boy who wants for almost nothing, but is treated terribly. 

Ron is a self-made millionaire whose heart was open to being 
guided by God, at the hands of his wife Deborah. Deborah—a person 
so filled with faith—heard God speak to her and conveyed these very 
specific and detailed visions to Ron (including seeing Denver’s face 
even though they had not met him yet) and together, they became 
an integral part of a community of homeless people in Fort Worth, 
Texas. And this is where Ron’s and Denver’s lives intersected and 
forever changed.

The writing is relatable and each personality (the book alternates 
between Ron’s and Denver’s voices) is clearly unique and endearing. 
For example Ron, who worked on his grandpa’s farm during 
summers, writes of the land, “…the land is miserable, cursed with 
soil that may well be the original inspiration for cement.” 

The book addresses a question that all of us have asked, “Why did 
God let that happen?” It challenges faith in a very personal way. The 
book also encourages each of us to believe that God has a purpose 
for us, even if it isn’t clear at this moment.  

Same Kind of Different as Me demonstrates that the human spirit 
is fragile while at the same time immensely strong. It shows how 
trust, prayer and unconditional love can bring out amazing change 
and a life long friendship. 

 The book ended with a wonderful reminder, “…everybody’s 
different…We’re all just regular folks walkin down the road God 
done set in front of us…this earth ain’t no final restin’ place. So in a 
way, we is all homeless—just workin our way toward home.”

Feel free to comment on this review, your thoughts on the book 
or suggest a book for me to review on my blog: http://brittsbuzz.
blogspot.com. 

DISCLAIMER: Articles and ads in this newsletter express the opinions 
of their authors and do not necessarily reflect the opinions of Peel, Inc. 
or its employees. Peel, Inc. is not responsible for the accuracy of any 
facts stated in articles submitted by others. The publisher also assumes 
no responsibility for the advertising content with this publication. All 
warranties and representations made in the advertising content are solely 
that of the advertiser and any such claims regarding its content should be 
taken up with the advertiser.
* The publisher assumes no liability with regard to its advertisers for 
misprints or failure to place advertising in this publication except for the 
actual cost of such advertising.
* Although every effort is taken to avoid mistakes and/or misprints, the 
publisher assumes no responsibility for any errors of information or 
typographical mistakes, except as limited to the cost of advertising as stated 
above or in the case of misinformation, a printed retraction/correction.
* Under no circumstances shall the publisher be held liable for incidental 
or consequential damages, inconvenience, loss of business or services, or 
any other liabilities from failure to publish, or from failure to publish in a 
timely manner, except as limited to liabilities stated above.

At no time will any source be allowed to use The Ranch Record contents, 
or loan said contents, to others in anyway, shape or form, nor in any media, 
website, print, film, e-mail, electrostatic copy, fax, or etc. for the purpose of 
solicitation, commercial use, or any use for profit, political campaigns, or 
other self amplification, under penalty of law without written or expressed 
permission from Peel, Inc. The information in the newsletter  is exclusively 
for the private use of  Peel, Inc. 
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A T T O R N E Y  A T  L A W

estate planning

a legal plan for the ‘what if ’

smart parents

plan ahead ™

Toddlers: Learning by Playing
	 It might look like just child's play, but toddlers are 
hard at work learning important physical skills. During 
the toddler years, children master basic skills as they 
gain muscle control, balance, and coordination. Each 
new skill lets the child progress to the next one, building 
on a foundation that one day will enable him or her 
to perform more complicated physical tasks, such as 
jumping rope, kicking a ball on the run, or turning a 
cartwheel. Toddlers want to do more than they may 
be physically capable of doing. This can be a powerful 
motivator that drives them to keep trying until they 
acquire a new skill, no matter what it takes.
	 Take advantage of your toddler's natural desire 
to keep moving. Even at this early age, a child is 
establishing patterns of activity that set the stage for 
the rest of childhood. An inactive toddler is less likely 
to be active later in life.

Developing Skills
	 Playing and learning are completely enmeshed for 
toddlers, so acquiring the long list of skills below 
should be fun and games for them. Parents should 

give toddlers many opportunities to practice their 
developing skills - and provide a lot of supervision so 
they stay safe while they learn. In addition to these 
physical accomplishments, toddlers are developing 
in other ways. Provide opportunities for your child 
to explore, ask questions, use his or her imagination, 
and practice fine motor skills, such as stacking blocks 
or coloring.
	 Know which physical skills your child is working on 
now, and which ones will come later.
Early toddler skills (12-24 months)
•	 Walks independently 
•	 Pulls/carries toys while walking 
•	 Stoops and gets back up 
•	 Begins to run 
•	 Kicks a ball 
•	 Holds railing up/down stairs 
•	 Walks backward 
Older toddler skills (24-36 months)
•	 Balances 1 to 2 seconds on one foot 
•	 Climbs well 

(Continued on Page 57)

NOT AVAILABLE

ONLINE
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BUSINESS CARDS / BUSINESS CARD MAGNETS / MAGNETS

POST-IT® NOTES / CUBES & MEMO PADS / DECALS

BUMPER STICKERS / MEMBERSHIP CARDS & ID BADGES

PERSONALIZED WRITING INSTRUMENTS /  CALENDARS

HEALTHCARE PROMOTIONS / DRINKWARE & KOOZIES®

NEWSLETTERS / BOOKLETS / FLYERS

ENVELOPES / LETTERHEADS / RUBBER STAMPS

BUSINESS FORMS  / AND MUCH MORE....

















1-888-687-6444 ext. 24

Promote Your Business

need an advertising sPecialitY item?

Experience Matters
Doing business for

30+ years.

•	 Bends over easily without falling 
•	 Runs and jumps well 
•	 Kicks ball forward 
•	 Alternates feet up and down stairs 
•	 Pedals tricycle 
•	 Throws ball overhand 

How Much Activity Is Enough?
	 For children 12- to 36-months-old, current guidelines recommend 
this much daily activity:
•	 at least 30 minutes of structured physical activity (adult-led) 
•	 at least 60 minutes unstructured physical activity (free play) 
	 As a general rule, toddlers shouldn't be inactive for more than 1 
hour at a time, except for sleeping. That's a lot of work for parents 
and caregivers, but a lot of much-needed activity for toddlers. 
Encourage your child to be active, and remember how much he or 
she is learning along the way.
Reviewed by: Mary L. Gavin, MD
Date reviewed: September 2005

Toddlers- (Continued from Page 56)

This information was provided by KidsHealth, one of the largest resources online 
for medically reviewed health information written for parents, kids, and teens. 
For more articles like this one, visit www.KidsHealth.org or www.TeensHealth.
org.  ©1995-2006. The Nemours Foundation

Steiner Ranch
         Stork Report

Congratulations!
Let us help celebrate...
email info on the arrival
of your little one to
steinerranch@peelinc.com

View the Kids' Club Contest Winners online each 
month at www.peelinc.com/kidsclub.php

NOT AVAILABLE

ONLINE
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come home to clean
phone: 512.698.8449 or email: service@maidsbymelissa.com

Maids by Melissa
We are a locally based and privately owned 

cleaning company. Our managing staff
has over 35 years combined cleaning

service experience.

$29 OFF
1st Cleaning

-Or-

*offer is for new clients only within our service area and cannot be
combined with any other discounts or offers

Excellent Quality - Competitive Prices
Attention to your Specific Needs

Bonded and Insured

$59 OFF
2nd Cleaning

Austin Currents
Recharge Zone

	 “Now Entering the Edwards Aquifer Recharge Zone.”  How many 
times have you seen those signs?  Have you ever wondered what 
they mean?  It turns out that we live on the edge of a vast artesian 
groundwater system.  The Edwards Aquifer is an underground layer 
of porous, honeycombed, water-bearing rock that is between 300-
700 feet thick. It is made of rock called the Edwards limestone and 
the water is contained by other limestones. Yes, it’s big: the aquifer 
forms a 160 mile arch-shaped curve from Brackettville in the west 
to near Kyle in the northeast, and is between five and 40 miles wide 
at the surface.
	 The recharge zone is a 1,250 square mile area where highly faulted 
and fractured Edwards limestones outcrop at the land surface, 
allowing large quantities of water to flow into the Aquifer.  For this 
reason, the Edwards is often called a fault-zone aquifer. About 75-
80% of recharge occurs when streams and rivers cross the permeable 
formation and go underground.  The rest enters when precipitation 
falls directly on the outcrop.  Medina Lake is a surface water reservoir 
built partly on the recharge zone and it contributes large amounts 

of water to the Aquifer.  Recent findings suggest that up to 10% of 
the total recharge water enters the Edwards from the Trinity aquifer.  
Most of the annual average recharge of about 724,000 acre feet (for 
the period 1934-2008) occurs in the western counties of Medina and 
Uvalde, where the Edwards outcrop is very wide at the surface.  But 
rainfall is highly variable and so recharge amounts also vary widely 
from year to year 
	 A little-known fact is that some local features such as Barton Springs 
and San Felipe Springs are part of the Barton Springs segment, which 
is a different segment of the aquifer than the San Antonio segment.  
While part of the same aquifer system, their waters do not mix. The 
Barton Springs segment extends from south Austin to Kyle.  The San 
Antonio segment is where much of the use by humans takes place, 
where most of the major natural springs occur, and where the water 
use issues are most hotly-debated. For more information contact 
Rich Keith rkeith@primerica.com (512) 266-8498. 
-Rich Keith
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Steiner Ranch Home Sale
Data Now Available Online

Home sale data for recently sold homes in Steiner Ranch is available through a FREE 
members-only area of my website.  This is the kind of information you want: addresses, 
sales prices, number of bedrooms & bathrooms, and more!  Updated each month, this 
is a great way to track the value of homes in Steiner Ranch.  Register by December 
29th to be entered to win one of three pairs of tickets to see comedian Tim Hawkins on 
Saturday, January 9th.

Visit www.RealEstateInAustin.com and click on the Neighborhood Home Sale Data link.

Craig Smyser, CRS, CDRS, CDPE, e-Pro, GRI, Broker Associate

512-735-7200
www.RealEstateInAustin.com
Craig@RealEstateInAustin.com

If you are behind on your mortgage payments, contact me to discuss alternatives to foreclosure.

Each office independently owned and operated
Main office: 512-331-6644

LBJ Wildflower Center
December Events
Wild Ideas Shopping Event

9 a.m. to 5:30 p.m. Friday and Saturday, December 4 and 5 - Noon to 5 p.m. Sunday, December 6
Find the perfect gift in the garden.  Sales, discounts, demonstrations and book and ornament signings.   On Saturday and Sunday some 

14 artists and artisans display their work for sale.  Sponsored by Majic 95.5.

Luminations
Members Night, 6 to 9 p.m. Friday, December 11 - Public, 6 to 9 p.m. Saturday and Sunday, December 12 and 13

Thousands of luminarias and twinkly lights, music, taste treats and children’s 
crafts, all for  the donation of  two canned goods for the Capital Area Food 

Bank. Sponsored by Samsung, Silicon Labs, Majic 95.5  and the Austin 
American-Statesman

Art Exhibits
Nature inspired sculpture in the gardens through March 7. Collage and 
mixed media by artist Mary Frasher in the McDermott Learning Center 
through December 6. Water Sparks by sculptor Damian Priour--a joint 

exhibit with the Umlauf Sculpture Garden through December 20.

Closed for the Holidays
The Wildflower Center will be closed from December 21 through January 1
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Peel, Inc.
512-263-9181

www.PEELinc.com

community newsletters

Effective Advertising, Done Right.
Call today to Reserve your space.

Advertise YOUR business
to YOUR neighbors for
less than 3¢ per home.

sr

ACROSS
1. Small amount 
4. Metal bracket that holds 

stones together 
10. Terminal abbr. 
11. Timid 
12. Mama 
13. City in W. Oregon 
14. Straighten 
16. Spots 
17. Stable gear 
18. Gold (abbr.) 
20. Mr. __ (tv horse) 
22. Canned meat brand 
26. Oolong 
29. Come out 
31. Italian sausage 
33. Wing 
34. Busyness 
35. Still 
36. Parallelograms 
37. Pigpen 

DOWN
1. Object 
2. Repent 
3. Deer 
4. Prayer ending 
5. Orange cheese 
6. Floor covering 
7. At sea 
8. Defend 
9. Potato sprouts 
15. Compass point 
19. Employ 
21. Demobilize 
23. Petitions to God 
24. Metal tip on the end of a 

lance 
25. Substantive 
26. Despot 
27. Every 
28. Singing voice 
30. Brief 
32. Point

Crossword Puzzle
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- Kids Stuff- 
Section for Kids with news, puzzles, games and more!

This information was provided by KidsHealth, one of the largest resources online for medically reviewed health 
information written for parents, kids, and teens. For more articles like this one, visit www.KidsHealth.org or 
www.TeensHealth.org.  ©1995-2006. The Nemours Foundation

You lean over to whisper something to your friend and you 
can tell by the look on your friend's face that something is up. 
Could it be your breath? Maybe you shouldn't have put extra 
onions on your hamburger at lunch. What's a kid with smelly 
breath to do?

The good news is that bad breath happens to everyone 
once in a while. Let's find out how to detect it, prevent it, and 
even treat it.
What's That Smell?

Bad breath is the common name for the medical condition 
known as halitosis (say: hal-uh-toe-sis). Many different things 
can cause halitosis — from not brushing your teeth to certain 
medical conditions.

Sometimes, a person's bad breath can blow you away 
— and he or she may not realize there's a problem. There are 
tactful (nice) ways of letting someone know about bad breath. 
You could offer mints or sugarless gum without having to say 
anything.

If you need to tell a friend he or she has bad breath, you could 
say that you understand foods can cause bad breath because 
you've had it before yourself. By letting someone know that 
bad breath isn't something unusual, you'll make the person feel 
more comfortable and less embarrassed about accepting your 
piece of chewing gum.

If you suspect your own breath is foul, ask someone who 
will give you an honest answer without making fun of you. (Just 
don't ask your brother or sister — they just might tell you your 
breath stinks even when it doesn't!) Although everyone gets 
bad breath sometimes, if you have bad breath a lot, you may 
need to visit your dentist or doctor.
What Causes Bad Breath?

Here are three common causes of bad breath:
• foods and drinks, such as garlic, onions, cheese, orange juice, 
and soda
• poor dental hygiene (say: hi-jeen), meaning you don't brush 
and floss as you should
• smoking and other tobacco use

Poor oral hygiene leads to bad breath because when you 
leave food particles in your mouth, these pieces of food can 
rot and start to smell. The food particles may begin to collect 
bacteria, which can be smelly, too. Plus, by not brushing your 
teeth regularly, plaque (a sticky, colorless film) builds up on 
your teeth. Plaque is a great place for bacteria to live and yet 
another reason why breath can turn foul.
Preventing Smelly Breath

So what's a kid to do? Don't smoke or use tobacco 
products, of course. And take care of your mouth by brushing 
your teeth at least twice a day and flossing once a day. Brush 
your tongue, too, because bacteria can grow there. Flossing 
once a day helps get rid of particles wedged between your 
teeth. Also, visit your dentist twice a year for regular checkups 
and cleanings.

Not only will you get a thorough cleaning, the dentist will 
look around your mouth for any potential problems, including 
those that can affect breath. For example, gum disease, also 
known as periodontal (say: per-ee-uh-don-tul) disease, can 
cause bad breath and damage your teeth.

If you're concerned about bad breath, tell your doctor or 
dentist. But don't be surprised if he or she leans in and take a 
big whiff! Smell is one way doctors and dentists can help figure 
out what's causing the problem. The way a person's breath 
smells can be a clue to what's wrong. For instance, if someone 
has uncontrolled diabetes, his or her breath might smell like 
acetone (the same stuff that's in nail polish remover).

If you have bad breath all the time and the reason can't 
be determined by your dentist, he or she may refer you to a 
doctor to make sure there is no other medical condition that 
could be causing it. Sometimes sinus problems, and rarely liver 
or kidney problems, can cause bad breath.

Usually, there's a less complicated reason for a kid's bad 
breath — like what you had for lunch. So keep up with your 
brushing and flossing and you should be breathing easy — and 
odor free!
Reviewed by: Lisa A. Goss, RDH, BS, and Charlie J. Inga, DDS
Date reviewed: September 2007

NOT AVAILABLE
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Color the drawing below and mail the finished artwork to us at
Peel, Inc. - Kids Club

311 Ranch Road 620 S,  Suite 200
Lakeway, TX 78734

Attention KIDS: Send Us Your Masterpiece!

Be sure to include the following 
so we can let you know!

Name: _______________________________________________ 

Email Address:  ________________________________________
		             (first name, last initial)

Age:________  [This information will only be used to notify you 
		             or your parents if your artwork was selected.]

We will select the top few and post their artwork online at 
www.PEELinc.com. DUE: December 31st

SR



Copyright © 2009 Peel, Inc.	 Ranch Record - December 2009     63



64     Ranch Record - December 2009	 Copyright © 2009 Peel, Inc.

Peel, Inc.
311 Ranch Road 620 S. Ste 200
Lakeway, TX 78734-4775
www.PEELinc.com

PRSRT STD
U.S. POSTAGE

PAID
PEEL, INC.

SR


