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Sign up to receive The 
Village Gazette in your inbox.
Visit PEELinc.com for details.

Go Green
Go Paperless

Trash to Treasure
Bring Your Trash, 

Go Home With A Treasure!
Do you have household paint, batteries or oil that you’ve been meaning to dispose 

of?  Let local Girl Scouts do it for you!
Girl Scout Troop 2182 will hold a multi-family garage sale and hazardous waste 

collection on Saturday, March 6 from 8am to 2pm.  The sale and collection will be 
held at 9329 Hopeland Drive in Vintage Place.  

The City of Austin will allow the troop to collect any 
amount of:
· Batteries
· Oil
· Paint 
· Antifreeze 

Please bring the household hazardous waste in a sealed, leak-proof container, along 
with a suggested donation of $5-10.  Troop 2182 will make sure it is disposed of 
correctly with the City of Austin!   Then, stay for our multi-family garage sale, with 
baby gear, kid clothes, toys, furniture, exercise equipment and more!

- Submitted by Michelle Moon Reinhardt

Mills 
Elementary 

news 
for March 2010
Vote YES! for Education: 

Bring Mills Your Box Tops

Did you know Mills Elementary earns ten 
cents for every General Mills Box Top the 
school collects? Through General Mills’ Box 
Tops for Education program, anyone can clip 
the pink Box Tops logo from any of hundreds 
of everyday products – cereals, tissues, 
you name it – and turn them in to Mills 
Elementary to help support the school.

If Mills Elementary is your polling place, 
then the March 2nd Texas primary election 
will be a prime time to bring along your Box 
Tops and drop them into the collection box 
just inside the school’s main entrance. Of 
course, you’re welcome to drop off Box Tops 
at any other time, too!

Mills appreciates your support – this 
election day and always!

For more information, please visit www.
boxtops4education.com.

- Submitted by Kristen Card
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EMERGENCY NUMBERS
EMERGENCY........................................................... 911
Fire.............................................................................. 911
Ambulance.................................................................. 911
Sheriff – Non-Emergency............................512-974-0845

Schools
Elementary
	 Clayton....................................................512-841-9200
	 Kiker........................................................512-414-2584
	 Mills........................................................512-841-2400
	 Patton......................................................512-414-1780
Middle
	 Bailey.......................................................512-414-4990
	 Small........................................................512-841-6700
High School
	 Austin......................................................512-414-2505
	 Bowie.......................................................512-414-5247

Utilities
Water/Wastewater
  City of Austin...........................................512-972-0101
  City of Austin (billing)............................. 512-494-9400
  Emergency................................................512-972-1000
Texas State Gas
  Customer Service...................................1-800-700-2443
  Gas related emergency............................1-800-959-5325
Pedernales Electric Cooperative
  New service, billing...................................512-219-2602
  Problems...................................................512-219-2628
ATT/SBC Telephone
  New Service...........................................1-800-288-2020
  Repair....................................................1-800-246-8464
  Billing....................................................1-800-288-2020
Allied Waste................................................512-247-5647
Time Warner Cable.....................................512-485-5555

Other Numbers
Oak Hill Postal Station.............................1-800-275-8777
City of Austin 
  Dead Animal Collection............................512-494-9000
  Abandoned/Disabled Vehicles...................512-974-8119
  Stop Sign Missing/Damaged.....................512-974-2000
  Street Light Outage (report pole#)............512-505-7617

Newsletter Publisher
Peel, Inc.............................................. 512-263-9181
Article Submissions.......... villagegazette@peelinc.com
Advertising........................advertising@PEELinc.com

Important Numbers

Mai
Orthodontics
www.maiorthodontics.com

6012 W. William Cannon Drive
Suite D-103

Austin, Texas 78749
512-892-1188

The Live Oak 
Network of BNI

Quick Quiz:

1.	Do you know a reliable and trustworthy service 
professional (residential, commercial, health and beauty, 
trades, or event planning) who places their customer’s 
needs first?  

2.	Would you refer them to your friends and or family 
members without hesitation?  

If you answered “Yes”, tell them The Live Oak Network is 
looking for more good people to join our growing network 
of professionals today!  
The Live Oak Network is a non-competitive professional 

referral organization that admits only one high quality 
individual or company per professional category to share 
ideas, contacts and most importantly referrals.  
Curious?  Do you want to learn how to build your business 

by word-of-mouth referral?  Visit us this Wednesday morning 
7:45 to 9:30 a.m.… have a great time, meet new people - and 
there is no obligation to join. Please contact Susan Hale for 
more information at susan@ubeuinc.com, 369.3692 or visit 
www.bniaustin.com for specific location. 
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Happy Easter!

7815 Hwy. 290 W., Austin, TX 78736

Please call the church of ce at 288-3836 or visit our website at www.oakhillunitedmethodistchurch.org for details and additional information.
Oak Hill United Methodist Church is located on Hwy. 290, just west of the Hwy. 290/Hwy. 71 split (“the Y”) in Oak Hill. We are directly across from the ACC Pinnacle Building.  

Join Us SUNDAYS 
For 

Vibrant Worship 
with

Inspiring Music 
and a 

Positive Message

Everyone is welcome!

Oak Hill 
United Methodist 

Church
 Holy Week 
Schedule:

Maundy Thursday Worship Service - Thursday, April 1 at 7 p.m.
“Beneath the Upper Room” drama during Maundy Thursday Service

Good Friday Worship Service - Friday, April 2 at 7 p.m.
Easter Egg Hunt/Petting Zoo - Saturday, April 3, 9:00 to 11 a.m.

April 4 - Easter Sunday - Outdoor Sunrise Service - 6:30 a.m.
 Blended Worship Service - 8:45 a.m.

Pathways Contemporary Praise Worship Service - 10:00 a.m.
Traditional Worship Service - 11:15 a.m.

GriefShare 
GriefShare (www.griefshare.

org) will meet at Manchaca United 
Methodist Church, located at 1011 
FM 1626, each Sunday beginning 
March 7, 2010, from 3-5 p.m.  There 
is a $12 charge for a workbook 
(scholarships available).  GriefShare 
is a 13-week faith-based seminar and 
support group for people grieving 
the death of a loved one.  It’s a place 
where you can be around people who 
understand how you feel and the pain 
of your loss.  You may begin the class 
at any point during the 13-week time 
frame. Led by Susan Feldkamp and 
Nancy Zaloga.  Call 280-7241 for 
further information.

	R ound Rock Circle of Friends invites 
the community to help ensure good health 
for the children of Central Texas at the 
11th Annual Toast to the Rock event, 
benefiting Dell Children’s Medical Center 
of Central Texas.  The event will be held on 
April 18 from 3pm-6pm at the Fern Bluff 
Community Center, 7320 Wyoming Springs 
Drive, in Round Rock.  
	 Dell Children's is a tremendous asset to 
our community. The state-of-the-art facility 
provides exceptional care, close to home, to 
thousands of children and their families. (We 
support a 46 county area throughout Central 
Texas) It continues the legacy of outstanding 
service of Children's Hospital of Austin 
(closed on July 1, 2007) with new space, new 
technology, new programs – and more hearts 
and hands to make it all happen.

	 Together, we are creating a new standard 
in pediatric care. We are growing a world-
class medical center dedicated to the care of 
children and adolescents, regardless of their 
families' ability to pay. We offer help, hope, 
and healing to our children for generations 
to come.
Toast to the Rock is a fabulous afternoon of 
wine-tasting, food sampling, silent auction 
and musical entertainment.  Tickets are $50 
per person and $90 per couple and can be 
purchased online at www.ToastToTheRock.
com.  For more information please visit our 
website or contact 
Martha Grandin, 
grandinmk@aol .
com, or Holly Coe, 
gcoe@austin.rr.com 
event co-chairs.

A Toast to the Children 
of Central Texas

Round Rock Circle of Friends Invite You 
to 11th Annual Wine Tasting Event
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Nominate Your 
Favorite Yard for

Yard Of The Month
 	 Do you know a neighbor who takes excellent care of their property or a neighbor 
who has added something new to their yard?  
	N ominate them by emailing the 
address to VillageGazette@
PEELinc.com.  
	 Please include a 
photo if possible.

  Congrats 
Neighbor!

The Village 
Gazette        

Stork Report

Congratulations!
Let us help celebrate...
email info on the arrival
of your little one to
VillageGazette@peelinc.com.
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Located at the Hill Country Galleria
12800 Hill Country Blvd. •  Bee Cave, TX 78738 • 512-263-1176

10% off your purchase when you
present this coupon.  Limit 1 per customer.

Contemporary Fashions for Women

Wildflower Days™ 
Begins March 15 at 
Wildflower Center

What: Wildflower Days™, the Lady Bird Johnson Wildflower 
Center’s spring season of events. 

When:  Monday, March 15, through Monday, May 31.  The center 
is open every day, 9 a.m. to 5:30 p.m. 

Where:  The Lady Bird Johnson Wildflower Center, 4801 La 
Crosse Ave, Austin, Texas.

Background:  With recent rains helping landscapes recover 
from the drought, it’s time to come see bluebonnets blooming 
at the Wildflower Center, along with mountain laurel, redbud, 
Mexican plum and lots more native plants.  During this spring 
season, the Wildflower Center holds a series of events including:

•	 Artists & Artisan Festival, Saturday & Sunday, March 13 and 
14—more than 20 artists in watercolor, ceramics, wood, metal 
and more. 

•	 Spring Plant Sale & Gardening Festival, Saturday & Sunday, April 
10 and 11—gardening tips from experts and plenty of wildflowers 
and native plants, including drought-tolerant options. 

•	N ational Wildflower Week Photo Exhibit, Monday, May 3, 
through Sunday, May 9—Texas Highways and the Wildflower 
Center present a portfolio of wildflower photographs.  Sponsored 
by Canon. 

•	W ildflower Gala, Friday, April 30—The most fun –and the most 
sustainable-- garden party you will ever attend. 

•	 Gardens on Tour, Saturday, May 8—a tour of five public and 
private native plant gardens plus the Wildflower Center. 

Information:  For information on events, call 512.232.0100 
or visit www.wildflower.org.

Daily Admission:  $7 adults, $6 seniors and students, $3 
children, and free for members and children under 5 until March 
15.  After March 15, $8 adults, $7 seniors and students, $3 children 
and free for members and children under 5. 

Check this out:  Watch some of our biggest bluebonnets on 
video before you visit as they grow and start blooming: http://www.
wildflower.org/bbcam
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NOT AVAILABLE
ONLINE

Classified Ads
Business classifieds (offering a service or product line for profit) are $50, 
limit 40 words, please contact Peel, Inc. Sales Office @ 512-263-9181 or 
advertising@PEELinc.com.

ROGUE IS RUNNING IN

CIRCLE C!
5K · 10K · HALF MARATHON · MARATHON · ALL LEVELS

PROGRAMS ARE STARTING NOW: COME RUN WITH US!
www.roguerunning.com · 512.731.6603

Austin Newcomers Club 
March Luncheon

Austin Newcomers is a social organization dedicated to introducing 
residents to the Austin Community and giving them the opportunity 
to meet and make new friends.  Join us at our monthly luncheon as 
well as take the opportunity to learn about and become involved in 
many varied fun Interest groups.

Time:11:00 AM Social - 12 Noon Luncheon
Date: March 17, 2010 (Reservations required by 
	 Thursday, March 11th)
Location: Green Pastures Restaurant
	 811 W. Live Oak Street, Austin, 78704
Luncheon Cost:  $20 per person
For Luncheon Reservations email: 
	 LuncheonDirector@AustinNewcomers.com or 
	 contact Marilyn Amey, 473-0118 
For more Newcomers information visit 

www.austinnewcomers.com or call 512-314-5100

March Program:  Get to know Austin Monthly and how it 
informs and entertains it’s readers in the capitol area Speaking to us this 
month will be Melissa Delaney, editor-in-chief of Austin Monthly and 
assistant editor Austin W.G. Morton. Austin Monthly is a glossy full 
color, urban lifestyle magazine which depicts Austin’s culture with 
stories, event listings, fashion, shopping, dining, the arts, restaurant 
reviews and reflective personal essays. The magazine continues to grow 
at a rapid pace since it’s initial publication in 1992.

Melissa Delaney, is an award winning journalist who worked as a 
reporter and editor at Boston area newspapers, then joined the staff 
of Computerworld during the height of the tech boom. After years 
of freelancing at several national magazines, Delaney joined Austin 
Monthly where she steers the staff through the planning, creation 
and production of the magazine.

Austin Morton is a 2008 Virginia Tech graduate.  She currently 
edits the Events, Scene and Style sections. Austin says although 
she has been here 2 years, she still learns something new just about 
everyday while reporting on all the City of Austin has to offer. 
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Each Primrose School is privately owned and operated. Primrose Schools, Balanced Learning and The Leader in Educational Child Care are trademarks of Primrose School Franchising Company.
©2010 Primrose School Franchising Company. All rights reserved.

Call for a
tour today!

Proprietary Balanced

Learning ® curriculum

Integrated character

development program

Now - two locations

in South Austin

The proof is
the curriculum.

Primrose School of Shady Hollow
512.282.2341

Primrose School of Southwest Austin
Under Construction

512.292.7792

Our proven Balanced Learning curriculum is based on the latest research
and standards for early childhood education, and is consistently delivered
across all Primrose Schools. No other national preschool organization can
make this claim. In addition, our pasasionate teachers bring learning to life
in every classroom every day.

®
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CUSTOM HOME 
&

FURNITURE DESIGN, INC.
RICK INGRAM

TRCC 23724

Mob: 806-773-3396
Home: 806-385-5531 ringram@academicplanet.com

SERVING THE LITTLEFIELD AREA SINCE 1925

P.O. BOX 910 • 5
03 EAST 5TH ST. • L

ITTLEFIELD, TEXAS 79339

FUNERAL HOME, IN
C.

PAY AND SAVE, INC.
1804 HALL AVENUE

LITTLEFIELD, TX 79339

(Continued on Page 9)

Travis County Voter Registration News 
Thanks to legislative efforts that promote voter registration in 

Texas, as well as the efforts of many local volunteers and groups, Travis 
County enjoys a very high rate of voter registration:  95%.  Despite 
the overall high rate, one group within the population typically does 
not register and therefore, does not vote.   

If you had to guess which age group is least represented among 
registered voters, which one would you choose?  You probably didn’t 
guess seniors, age 66 and above, who tend not to move and remain 
registered to vote.  Nine out of ten seniors fit that description.   Baby 
boomers and the oldest Gen X voters, age 46 – 65 follow seniors 
in high levels of registration at about 8 in 10. Voters age 26 – 45 
participate at a somewhat lower rate; however, this group constitutes 
about one-half of all registered voters in Travis County.  

That leaves the group with the most to gain (or lose) in the long 
run:  the young.  Only 1 in 3 eighteen to twenty-five-year-olds is 
registered to vote.  Why?  While we don’t have all the answers we do 
have some educated guesses.  

There are a couple of main reasons why people (including 18-25 
year old people) do not register to vote.  One is because they don’t 
know if they can and the other is that they don’t know how.  

So here are the basics:
•	I n Texas, a person must be 18 years old, a United States citizen (by 

birth or naturalization) and a resident of the county where they 
wish to register.  

•	 Applicants must provide their full name, residence address and 
identification information (such as a driver’s license number or 
Texas Identification number).  

•	 Applicants can find postage paid voter registration applications in 
public libraries, schools, post offices and in many private businesses 
such as HEB and Randalls stores.

•	 Anyone can download a voter registration application at www.
traviscountytax.org.

•	 A downloaded application will require postage and must be 
addressed to Travis County Voter Registration / P O Box 149327 
/ Austin, TX 78714-9327.

•	R egistration takes effect 30 days after the Voter Registrar receives 
the completed application.

Over the next six months, we will be targeting 10,000 young adults 
to join the ranks of Travis County registered voters.  In early October 
of this year, the success of “Challenge 10,000” will be measured by 
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Newsletter Article 
Submissions

	 Interested in submitting an article?  You can do so by 
emailing VillageGazette@PEELinc.com or by going to http://
www.peelinc.com/articleSubmit.php.  All news must be 
received by the 9th of the month prior to the issue.  So if you 
are involved with a school group, scouts, sports etc – please 
submit your articles for The Village Gazette.  Personal news 
for the Stork Report, Teenage Job Seekers, special celebrations 
and military service are also welcome.

Advertising Information 
Please support the businesses that advertise in The Village 

Gazette. Their advertising dollars make it possible for all 
residents to receive the monthly newsletter at no charge.  If 
you would like to support the newsletter by advertising, please 
contact our sales office at 512-263-9181 or advertising@
PEELinc.com. The advertising deadline is the 8th of each 
month for the following month's newsletter.

Troubleshooting
Major Brands

Virus, Spyware Removal
Data Back-Up & Recovery
QuickBooks Experts
Software Training
Same Day Service

COMPUTER PROBLEMS?

512-899-3278
www.fastteks.com

$25 OFF
First Visit

Call for details.

We Come To Your Home or Business

Coffee Bar Children’s Playroom  Courtesy Shuttle

               

   Southwest
3416 West William Cannon
@Brodie Next to Culver’s

(512) 891-7800

Family Owned & Operated
Mark and Jan Welp

Superior Service for You and Your Car

COMPLETE CAR CARE

ASE Master Mechanics

Full Service Oil Changes

State Inspections

Mechanical Repairs

Computer Diagnostics

12Mo/12K Nationwide
Warranty

Fleet Service Accounts 

100% AAA Customer Satisfaction
(2009 AAA Survey)

Travis County Voter Registration - (Continued from Page 8)

comparing today’s rate among young voters (71%) to a rate that we 
anticipate will more closely resemble the overall rate of 95%.  

The most important goal of Challenge 10,000 involves voter 
awareness for all citizens, but especially those between the ages of 
18 and 25.  If you are a registered voter here’s what you can do 
to help promote this effort:
1.	Check your voter registration status by clicking on www.

traviscountytax.org or by calling 854-9473.  Make sure all of your 
information is correct and up to date.  Once you know how easy 
it is to check, you can help someone else!

2.	Ask the people around you, especially those who are 18 – 25, if 
they need assistance with voter registration, then help them or 
refer them to the Voter Registration helpline:  854-9473.

3.	Volunteer your time to register voters as a Volunteer Deputy 
Registrar.  Contact Cheryl Reese at 854-9473 extension 33284 
or Cheryl.Reese@co.travis.tx.us to get started!

Look for an update on Challenge 10,000 coming this summer!  

Travis County Voter Registration, a division of the Travis County 
Tax Office / 5501 Airport Boulevard / Austin, TX 78751
Nelda Wells Spears, Voter Registrar and Tax Assessor-Collector / 
Nelda.Spears@co.travis.tx.us
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JOIN US FOR SOME GOLF 
AND A GREAT CAUSE!

Honorary Chairs this year will be Garrett 
Weber-Gale, two-time Olympic gold medal 

swimmer and Ian Crocker, three-time Olympic 
gold medal swimmer and former world-record 

holder in the 100m butterfly!

Special Guest Emcee will be Bob Fonseca of the
93.7 KLBJ Dudley and Bob Morning Show

DATE - Wednesday, May 19th
LOCATION - Flintrock Falls Golf Course

COST - $165 per golfer

To register online, 
please visit www.colinshope.org

WWW.COLINSHOPE.ORG

Martial Arts!

New Students!
Two FREE weeks
Call 512.899.8710
Offer expires 4/30/10

Kuk Sool Won of Oak Hill
The Martial Arts for Life

6124 Hwy 290 West(next to Prosperity Bank) ¥ www.kswoakhill.com

Structured curriculum¥Extensive class schedules
Highly experienced teaching staff¥Ages 5 to adult

Fun!   Fitness!   Self Defense!

43010NL

If you would like to submit YOUR recipe
email it to articles@peelinc.com.

Recipe of the Month
Broccoli Casserole

Ingredients
	1 package frozen broccoli	 •   1 cup cooked rice
	½ cup chopped celery	 •   ½ cup chopped onion
	1 small jar Cheese Whiz	 •  1 can cream of chicken soup
	1 can cream of mushroom soup

Directions
	 Place rice in greased casserole dish. 
	 Saute onions and celery. Cook broccoli until crispy tender. 
Combine vegetables, soups, and cheese. Pour over rice. Bake 
at 375° until bubbly.

•
•
•
•
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FINANCIAL FOCUS

Most investors pay a great deal of attention 
to the price of their investments —  yesterday’s 
price, today’s price, tomorrow’s price, 
next year’s price and so on. And that’s 
understandable, because we always want the 
prices of our investments to rise. Yet, if you 
focus too much on prices, you could end up 
making some costly mistakes.

Why? Because price-driven behavior is 
emotional behavior — and as an investor, you’re 
much better off making decisions with your 
head, not your heart. Suppose, for example, 
that you’ve seen a steep decline in the price of 
one of your investments. After a while, you 
may feel that you just can’t take it anymore 
and you decide to “cut your losses” by selling 
the investment.  Conversely, you may have an 
investment that has gone up and up — and to 
grab even bigger gains, you buy more shares. 

Both these decisions could backfire on 
you. When you sold the investment whose 
price had fallen, you might find yourself 

on the investment “sidelines” if that same 
investment starts to turn around. And when 
you throw more money at an investment 
whose price has skyrocketed, you’re betting 
against history — because no investment 
goes up forever. Furthermore, in both cases, 
your emotions will have led you to violate 
one of the guidelines of investing: buy low 
and sell high.

 But apart from the tactical errors you may 
make when you over-concentrate on price 
movements, you’re also ignoring another key 
characteristic of investments — their value.

Traditionally, an investment’s “value” has 
been largely defined as whether or not it’s 
considered “expensive” or “cheap.” That’s 
why many investors take a close look at 
a stock’s price-to-earnings ratio (P/E). 
Generally speaking, a high P/E means a stock 
is more expensive, relative to its earnings, 
than a stock with a low P/E. Investors may 
be willing to pay more for the high P/E stocks 

because they feel these companies will be 
worth more in the future.

But P/E doesn’t tell the whole story of 
investment value. Any individual investment 
may have value to you because it can help 
you diversify your holdings. And while 
diversification, by itself, can’t guarantee a 
profit or protect against a loss, it can help 
you reduce the effects of volatility on your 
portfolio. For instance, if your portfolio 
is heavy with stocks, the presence of some 
bonds — even those whose market price has 
fallen because interest rates have risen — can 
help reduce the impact of a downturn that 
primarily affects stocks.

Clearly, the value of any investment has 
several dimensions — any or all of which 
may be valuable to you as your pursue your 
goals. So, as you build, maintain and adjust 
your portfolio over time, keep an eye on the 
changing prices of your investments — but 
don’t overlook their true value. 
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I n t e r i o r  /  E x t e r i o r  R e s i d e n t i a l  a n d  C o m m e r c i a l  P a i n t i n g  s i n c e  1 9 9 5

 1. Warranty on All Work
2. Top Quality Materials
3. Free Service 
    Calls

“My painter keeps his 
Promise, does yours?”

The PROTECT Promise™

$200 OFF
any job over $2,000

$100 OFF jobs between $1,000 and $2,000
Obtain our FREE Estimate, then present coupon for discount.

Expires May 31, 2010

or

n Locally owned and operated
n Fully insured & bonded
n Member Austin Chamber of Commerce
n Eco-friendly products available

888-497-2468
www.protectpainters.com

Call Today for a 
FREE estimate

!

protect_painters_RanchRecord_horiz.indd   1 1/6/10   11:40:09 AM

Meet Devion (7/02)
Devion is only little in physical size.  He is convinced he is the biggest kid around 

and that he can do anything anyone else can do.  This little man lights up any 
room he enters with his smile and personality.  Devion loves attending church and 
enjoys singing in the children’s choir.  Devion loves playing with other people of 
any age but he plays in the manner of a child age 4 to 6.  He is showing progress 
in being able to play independently.  Devion loves to do almost anything outside.  
He loves to swim, ride bikes & scooters, play baseball, basketball & football and 
has even recently tried to water ski!  Devion has played 4 seasons of t-ball and one 
season of basketball since living in our home and loves telling everyone about it.  
While Devion has wonderful gross motor skills he struggles with his fine motor 
skills.  While Devion has made much progress emotionally he continues to receive 
weekly therapy to work on social skills and impulsivity.  

Devion is very loving and affectionate.  He enjoys being with others and would 
do well in a loving, structured, active home of any ethnic make-up as an only or 
youngest child.  

For more information on Devion or on adoption contact Grace Lindgren at the 
Adoption Coalition of Texas 512-810-0813 or gracelindgren@adopttexas.org
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(Continued on Page 14)

James “Bo” Evans, D.D.S
Now Open & Accepting 

New Patients! 
9001 Brodie Lane, Ste. C-1

512.282.5900

Come experience comfortable 
dental care for your entire family 

in our state-of-the-art office. 
Dr. Evans has practiced dentistry 

in Austin for over 10 years, 
and has moved his practice 

closer to home in southwest Austin.
He is eager to provide your family 

with the best dental 
experience possible

Please visit our website
www.evansfamilydental.com

SOWARDS INSURANCE GROUPSOWARDS INSURANCE GROUP

Give Sowards a chance 
and you will never 

have to shop insurance 
again! We will always 
ensure you have the 

most competitive rates 
and friendly, reliable, 
trustworthy service. 
Give us a call today 

and we’ll take care of 
the rest!

With us, 
it’s all about you!

Sowards Insurance Group
Auto.Home.Life.Commercial.Boat.Motorcycle.RV.Umbrella

1250 Capital of Texas Hwy • Bldg. 3, Suite 400 • Austin, TX 78746 
p: 512.280.3500 • f: 512.280.0166

Nature Watch
Spiny Splendor

Texas Prickly Pear (Photo: 
Melody Lytle)

	O ften described as 
unusual and unique, cacti are  

a family of plants native only to 
the Americas, and due to its wide 

variety of habitats, Texas has the 
most diverse cactus population of any 

state.  In the hill country, cacti are abundant 
and some species are among the early bloomers that characterize the 
arrival of spring.
	W hile all cacti are succulents, not all succulents are cacti.  
Anatomically speaking, cacti consist of tubercles, areoles, leaves, 
spines, glochids, and flowers.  Tubercles refer to enlarged, nipple-
shaped structures on the surface of the cactus.  When running in 
vertical lines or aligned spirally along a stem, tubercles form ribs 
which can aid in species identification and add strength and stability 
to the body of the cactus.  Each tubercle bears an areole, which is 
a highly specialized structure that can give rise to leaves, spines, 
flowers, fruits, or other stems.  While cacti do not appear to have 

typical flat, green leaves, most 
have tiny ones, which reduce 
the surface area through which 
cacti lose water.  Spines are 
modified leaves and can vary in 
number, arrangement, size, and shape.  
Prickly pears, or Opuntia, are the only 
family of cacti that have glochids, much shorter and thinner spines 
that dislodge easily and are difficult to remove from the skin.
	 Perhaps the most stunning feature of cacti is the strikingly beautiful 
flowers they produce.  In proportion to the plant, the flower is 
generally quite large and can appear in every color except blue.  Unlike 
other flowers, cactus flowers are ‘inside out’, hollow tubes where 
the ovary is located beneath all other parts of the flower.  Maturing 
from this floral ovary is the cactus fruit, which contains the seeds.  
These fruits are eaten by several species of animals and birds, thereby 
ensuring distribution the seeds and propagation of the species.            

Lace Cactus (Photo : 
Melody Lytle)
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Dance Classes For All Ages

Ballet • Tap • Jazz • Lyrical • Hip Hop

Reasons to choose
ouR studio

1. Facilities: Our specially designed 
floors reduce fatigue and prevent injuries.

2. Family Values: We use appropriate 
costuming and carefully select music to 
ensure wholesome family entertainment.

3. Experienced Faculty: Our teachers 
are all hightly trained professionals who 

have many years of experience and attend 
continuing education to remain current 

with new trends.

4. Observation Windows: Watch your 
child’s progress.

Call for our free information
“4 Things Every Parent Should Know 

Before Choosing A Dance Studio”

1807 Slaughter Ln., Ste. 325
Austin, TX 78748 • 512-292-3772

www.dettedancers.com

EnroLL now for our
SummEr CampS and CLaSSES

Brand nEw
To danCE?

	 By  f a r  t h e  m o s t 
common cactus in central 
Texas is the Texas prickly 
pear (Opuntia engelmannii 
var. lindheimeri).  A relatively 

large, sprawling plant, this 
cactus has green to blue-green 

pads, mostly yellow spines, and 
almost circular areoles.  Brilliant 

yellow blooms appear in March through 
June, opening in the morning and afternoon, and 
sometimes closing at night.  There are several species of prickly pear 
in Texas, and collectively they are the state plant of Texas.
	 Also called Christmas cholla and pencil cactus, Tasajillo 
(Cylindropuntia leptocaulis) is a low shrub with pencil-sized 
branched stems.  Its spines are gray tipped with yellow, growing out 
of broadly elliptical areoles.  Small, pale green to yellowish-green 
blooms appear in March and continue through August, opening in 
late afternoon and closing at night.
	W ith all but one protruding central spine forming a star at the 
areole, the Grooved nipple cactus (Coryphantha sulcata) is also 
known as the finger cactus and the pineapple cactus.  Often seen 

in growing in clumps, its 
gray spines contrast with its 
green globular shape, and 
it blooms at the apex with 
a golden yellow flower and 
bright red center from April 
through May. 
	I dentified by radial spines in 
longitudinal rows along its columnar 
body, the Lace cactus (Echinocereus 
reichenbachii) is prolific and probably one of the 
best known cacti in our area.  Elliptical to linear areoles at the base 
of the spines are close enough together to cause the spines to overlap 
and mimic fine lace.  Its bright pink to magenta flowers appears in 
April and June, but only last for a day. 
	W hile they can vary greatly in size and general appearance, cacti 
have played an important role in ancient civilizations.  Tenochtitlan, 
the earlier name of Mexico City, means ‘place of the sacred cactus.’  
Images of this family of plants occur in many forms of historical art, 
emphasizing its important role in daily life by providing food, wood, 
fiber, and the spectacular beauty only a cactus bloom can bring!
 - By Jim and Lynne Weber

Tasajillo (Photo: 
Robert C. Duncan)

Grooved Nipple Cactus 
(Photo : Melody Lytle)
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Austin6MonthSmiles.com

BEFORE

AFTER

BEFORE

AFTER

512-301-BITE (2483) www.CIRCLECDENTAL .com
9600 Escarpment Blvd. Ste 770 | Austin | Texas 78749  Conveniently located near Slaughter & MoPac

You can have STRAIGHT TEETH
by your NEXT CLEANING

At Circle C Dental, we now offer 6 month smiles 
cosmetic braces in addition to the many other 
services we offer including same visit tooth colored 
crowns, CariFree cavity risk assessment and more! 
By your next cleaning, you can have the beautiful 
and straight teeth that you have always wanted! 
Please give us a call at 512-301-2483 (BITE) for a free 
consultation regarding 6 month braces or any other 
dental question.

Q: How can teeth be straightened in only six months?

A: As an adult, your back teeth are in a stable and 
comfortable position: you bite and chew without 
problems right? So, why spend 2-3 years moving the back 
teeth around, when we can just focus on your front teeth 
and provide you with a great smile in 6 months!

Q: Six months sounds good, but will I still have a 
mouth full of metal for the whole time?

A: No! This is nothing like the metal-mouth braces that 
you imagine! Using clear brackets and a tooth colored 
wire, the braces are almost invisible.

For more information, please visit our exclusive 
website: www.Austin6MonthSmiles.com 

*Solution at www.PEELinc.com

ACROSS
1. Squeeze 
5. Lovers 
9. Women's magazine 
10. Special case only (2 wds.) 
11. Lemony 
12. Passes at the bull 
13. Of this 
15. Feign 
16. Long scoldings 
18. Tutee 
21. To be 
22. Band instrument 
26. __ cotta (clay) 
28. Too 
29. Append (2 wds.) 
30. Worker 
31. Honker 
32. University (abbr.) 

DOWN
1. Fit together 
2. Healing plant 
3. Speak indistinctly 
4. To this document 
5. Food and drug administration (abbr.)
6. Leading 
7. Time being 
8. Beats it! 
10. Wrangle 
14. What the Tin Man needed 
17. Naval fleet 
18. Devil 
19. Doctrine 
20. Tends sheep 
23. Group of nations 
24. Afloat 
25. Noble 
27. Fish eggs 

Crossword Puzzle

© 2007. Feature Exchange
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Crossword Puzzle
ACROSS
1. Fire remains 
4. Alarm bell 
10. Fib 
11. African country 
12. Lodge 
13. Chronological records 
14. Colorful Mexican shawl 
16. Legume 
17. Matching 
18. Scale note 
20. You 
22. Club 
26. First woman 
29. Seed part 
31. Plunderer 
33. Epoch 
34. Verse meter 
35. Twitch 
36. Secures 
37. Ball holder 

DOWN
1. List of highly desired guests 
2. Tendon 
3. ___ Matisse, painter 
4. Catch 
5. Held the deed 
6. May 
7. Metal fastener 
8. Bored 
9. Space administration 
15. One of these 
19. Often poetically 
21. Devour (2 wds.) 
23. Gone With the Wind's Mr. 

Butler 
24. Eagle's nest 
25. Draw 
26. Heroic 
27. Phial 
28. Writer Bombeck 
30. Loch __ monster 
32. Abdominal muscles (abbr.)

Crossword Puzzle

© 2007. Feature Exchange
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Fast, free appraisals; I will come to 
your business or home. I have been 
buying cars in Austin for over 18 
years. Why drive all over town? I’ll 
buy any make, model or year vehicle. 
Please call Patrick for your fast, free 
appraisal. (512)750-8289

 I’ll buy
your car!!

XTREME
AUTO DETAILING

SERVICE

WE OFFER A FULL RANGE OF DETAIL SERVICES
WILL TRAVEL TO YOUR LOCATION FOR DETAIL SERVICES.

15 YEARS OF EXPERIENCE

Get Your Vehicle Professionally 
Cleaned Without Leaving The House!

Licensed - Bonded - Insured
707-8281 •  www.downunderautosales.com • dwnunder@hotmail.com 

By: Eddie

512-750-8289
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- Kids Stuff- 
Section for Kids with news, puzzles, games and more!

This information was provided by KidsHealth, one of the largest resources online for medically reviewed health information written 
for parents, kids, and teens. For more articles like this one, visit www.KidsHealth.org or www.TeensHealth.org.  ©1995-2006. The 
Nemours Foundation

What Will the Doctor Do?
There’s no cure for sleepwalking, but the doctor can 

talk to you about what’s happening and try to find ways 
to help you sleep more soundly. Most kids just grow out 
of sleepwalking.

For kids who sleepwalk often, doctors may recommend 
a treatment called scheduled awakening. This disrupts the 
sleep cycle enough to help stop sleepwalking. In rare cases, 
a doctor may prescribe medication to help someone sleep.

Here are some tips to help prevent 
sleepwalking:
•	R elax at bedtime by listening to soft music or relaxation 

tapes.
•	 Have a regular sleep schedule and stick to it.
•	 Keep noise and lights to a minimum while you're trying 

to sleep.
•	 Avoid drinking a lot in the evening and be sure to go to 

the bathroom before going to bed. (A full bladder can 
contribute to sleepwalking.)

How Do I Take Care of a Sleepwalker?
One thing you can do to help is to clear rooms and 

hallways of furniture or obstacles a sleepwalker might 
encounter during the night. If there are stairs or dangerous 
areas, a grown-up should close doors and windows or install 
safety gates.

You also might have heard that sleepwalkers can 
get confused and scared if you startle them into being 
awake. That’s true, so what do you do if you see someone 
sleepwalking? You should call for a grown-up who can gently 
steer the person back to bed. And once the sleepwalker is 
tucked back in bed, it’s time for you to get some shut-eye, 
too!

Reviewed by: Larissa Hirsch, MD
Date reviewed: February 2008
Originally reviewed by: Michael H. Goodman, MD

Eleven-year-old Cait was trying to fall asleep when her 
8-year-old brother, Doug, came into her room. He looked 
around a bit, but seemed really out of it. Then Doug went 
back into the hallway and stood there staring up at the hall 
light. Little brothers can be weird, but this was really strange. 
Cait didn’t know what to do. Just then, Cait’s father appeared 
and explained that Doug was sleepwalking.

What Is Sleepwalking?
Not all sleep is the same every night. We experience some 

deep, quiet sleep and some active sleep, which is when dreams 
happen. You might think sleepwalking would happen during 
active sleep, but a person isn’t physically active during active 
sleep. Sleepwalking usually happens in the first few hours 
of sleep in the stage called slow-wave or deep sleep. Not 
all sleepwalkers actually walk. Some simply sit up or stand 
in bed or act like they’re awake (but dazed) when, in fact, 
they’re asleep! Most, however, do get up and move around 
for a few seconds or for as long as half an hour.

Sleepwalkers’ eyes are open, but they don’t see the same 
way they do when they’re awake and often think they’re in 
different rooms of the house or different places altogether. 
Sleepwalkers tend to go back to bed on their own and they 
won’t remember it in the morning. Researchers estimate that 
up to 15% of kids sleepwalk regularly. Sleepwalking may run 
in families and sometimes occurs when a person is sick, has 
a fever, is not getting enough sleep, or is stressed.

Is Sleepwalking a Serious Problem?
If sleepwalking occurs frequently, every night or so, it’s a 

good idea for your mom or dad to take you to see your doctor. 
But occasional sleepwalking generally isn’t something to worry 
about, although it may look funny or even scary for the 
people who see a sleepwalker in action. Although occasional 
sleepwalking isn’t a big deal, it’s important, of course, that the 
person is kept safe. Precautions should be taken so the person 
is less likely to fall down, run into something, or walk out the 
front door while sleepwalking.

NOT AVAILABLE
ONLINE
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Color the drawing below and mail the finished artwork to us at
Peel, Inc. - Kids Club

311 Ranch Road 620 S,  Suite 200
Lakeway, TX 78734

Attention KIDS: Send Us Your Masterpiece!

Be sure to include the following so we can let you know!
Name: ________________________________________ Email Address:  __________________________________  Age:_______

(first name, last initial	  [This information will only be used to notify you or your parents if your artwork was selected.]

We will select the top few and post their artwork online at www.PEELinc.com. DUE: March 31st

VW
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Business Classifieds

Peel, Inc.
512-263-9181

www.PEELinc.com

community newsletters

Effective Advertising, Done Right.
Call today to Reserve your space.

Advertise YOUR business
to YOUR neighbors for
less than 5¢ per home.

Vw

DISCLAIMER: Articles and ads in this newsletter express the opinions of their 
authors and do not necessarily reflect the opinions of Peel, Inc. or its employees. 
Peel, Inc. is not responsible for the accuracy of any facts stated in articles submitted 
by others. The publisher also assumes no responsibility for the advertising content 
with this publication. All warranties and representations made in the advertising 
content are solely that of the advertiser and any such claims regarding its content 
should be taken up with the advertiser.
* The publisher assumes no liability with regard to its advertisers for misprints or 
failure to place advertising in this publication except for the actual cost of such 
advertising.
* Although every effort is taken to avoid mistakes and/or misprints, the publisher 
assumes no responsibility for any errors of information or typographical mistakes, 
except as limited to the cost of advertising as stated above or in the case of 
misinformation, a printed retraction/correction.
* Under no circumstances shall the publisher be held liable for incidental or 
consequential damages, inconvenience, loss of business or services, or any other 
liabilities from failure to publish, or from failure to publish in a timely manner, 
except as limited to liabilities stated above.

The Village Gazette is a private publication published by Peel, Inc. It is not sanctioned 
by any homeowners association or organization, nor is it subject to the approval 
of any homeowners association or organization, nor is it intended, nor implied to 
replace any publication that may be published by or on behalf of any homeowners 
association or organization.  At no time will any source be allowed to use The Village 
Gazette contents, or loan said contents, to others in anyway, shape or form, nor in 
any media, website, print, film, e-mail, electrostatic copy, fax, or etc. for the purpose 
of solicitation, commercial use, or any use for profit, political campaigns, or other 
self amplification, under penalty of law without written or expressed permission 
from Peel, Inc. The information in the newsletter  is exclusively for the private use 
of  Peel, Inc. 

OAK HILL PET SITTING - Serving Circle C since 2003 
with responsible, loving care for your pets.  Reasonable rates 
and midday walks.  Bonded and Insured.  301-4872. rennaeh@
gmail.com or Visit www.oakhillpetsitting.com.

Classified Ads
Personal classifieds (one time sell items, such as a used bike...) 
run at no charge to Village at Western Oak and Legend Oak 
residents, limit 30 words, please e-mail VillageGazette@
PEELinc.com.
Business classifieds (offering a service or product line for profit) 
are $50, limit 40 words, please contact Peel, Inc. Sales Office 
@ 512-263-9181 or advertising@PEELinc.com.

We want to hear from you! Email VillageGazette@PEELinc.
com to let the community know!

Do You Have Reason to Celebrate?
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