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PRESIDENT'S MESSAGE
Planning a Home Improvement Project?

Are you in the initials stages of planning a home improvement project?  If you are, one 
of the most important steps is determining if the project will "fit" in the neighborhood.  
You can probably think of changes that don't "fit".  How about the metal carport tacked 
on the front of the house you used to see on your way to work or the backyard that is filled 
up with a giant shed-type structure, a play fort, a gazebo, a dog run or a funky patio cover 
with a corrugated roof.   Remember that front yard that was almost totally paved?  Or that 
'fortress' house in your old neighborhood that had an eight foot fence all around the front 
yard?   Those are probably very good examples of what doesn't "fit", but you can be sure 
that the homeowners that made those changes felt they were needed at the time.  It is the 
neighborhood that suffered as a result.

The neighborhood deed restrictions are a little tug at the sleeve; they are a quiet little 
voice that asks, "Will the change I am thinking of contribute to the overall good of 
the neighborhood?  Will it promote property values?  What will be the effect on the 
neighborhood if similar changes are made to every home, again and again, as each of the 
homes change hands over the next twenty years?  Is it a quality project? Does the project 
"fit" the neighborhood.

So, what is "fit"?  Technically, it is an agreeable relationship of use, mass, proportion, scale, 
design, materials and colors that will stand the test of time.  Improvements that are "fit" 
are improvements that are consistent with and do not adversely impact the neighborhood's 
existing character.

Some of the elements of "fit" are specifically defined in recorded documents such as the 
plat, the Declarations, the Architectural Control Guidelines (ACC), and easements.  The 
recorded subdivision plats set minimum building setback lines, street access limitations, 
and other requirements.  Easements can set aside certain areas of the lot for utility lines.  
The Declarations and guidelines typically spell out specific items that the homeowners 
have mutually agreed that the neighborhood will or will not have, like the size of the 
homes, roof color, wrought iron fencing on lakes, and so on.  All of these elements taken 
together are designed to uphold property values, protect the quality of life in individual 
neighborhoods; and preserve the design integrity and architectural quality of the homes in 
the neighborhood.

Submitting your project for review and approval by the Architectural Control Committee 
(ACC) is not only required by the Declarations, it is a good way to find out if your proposal 
has "fit".  Once your plan is submitted, the Architectural Control Committee (ACC) reviews 
the plan to see whether it meets the setback requirements on the plats, respects the easements, 
and meets all of the other specifics that are spelled out in the recorded documents that govern 
the neighborhood.  If there are technical elements that have been overlooked, they will be 
brought to your attention early in the review process so that modifications can be made in 
a timely and cost effective way.  In many instances, the review process has actually helped 

LANDSCAPE 
FOCUS

Steps to keep 
your lawn in check

FERTILIzING…Mowing 
and watering are basic accepted 
practices in lawn care. However, 
many people ignore another 
basic practice, fertilization. 
Fertilization is necessary to 
maintain an attractive, healthy 
lawn year round. Fertilized 
lawns have a better resistance 
to environmental stresses, weed 
invasion, disease infection and 
insect infestation. Now is a good 
time to purchase a weed and 
feed with turf fertilizer. A good 
range for ratio is a 22-2-11. 
These ratios are the percentage 
of nitrogen to phosphorous to 
potassium, (N-P-K). Numbers 
indicate the percent by weight 
of each nutrient. 
wEED CONTROL…It is also 
a good idea to put out a pre-
emergent treatment for weeds. 
If crabgrass, annual broadleaf 
weeds are apparent, this can be 
done. Your local nurseries and 
garden centers should have an 
ample amount of products to 
choose from at this time. 
FLOwER POTS…Some 
homeowners are not quite ready 
to clean out the flowerbeds and 
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Important numbers

Emergency ......................................................................911
Sheriff's Dept. ................................................ 713-221-6000
Center Point Energy - Customer Service (Gas) 713-659-2111
Cy-Fair Fire Dept ............................................................911
Cy-Fair Hospital ............................................. 281-890-4285
Animal Control .............................................. 281-999-3191
Center Point (Street lights) ............................. 713-207-2222
Library ........................................................... 281-890-2665
NW Harris County MUD #29  ..................... 713-983-3602
Aquasource ..................................................... 713-983-3604
Post Office...................................................... 713-937-6827
Reliant Energy - Residential Electirc ............... 713-207-7777
SCS Management Services, Inc. ..................... 281-463-1777
Comcast Cable/Communications ................... 800-266-2278
Waste Management/Trash Pick Up ................. 713-686-6666

board of dIrectors

commIttees:
Security ...................................................... Kevin Swicegood
Social ................................................................Bill Wentzell 
Clubhouse/Recreational Facilities ................Dianne Wentzell
Communication ................................Gerri Rougeau-Eubank
Landscape ................................................. Sreehari Gorantla
Finance ..................................................... Sreehari Gorantla
Architectural Control/Deed Restrictions  ...................... TBA

President .......................................................Kevin McClard
Treasurer ................................................... Sreehari Gorantla
Secretary ............................................Gerri Rougeau-Eubank
Directors ...............................Raj Amin & Brian Greenhouse

All Board members and Committees
can be contacted at www.windermerelakes.net

* We are establishing our Committees for 2010 and need 
resident volunteers! If you are interested in participating with 
us, please contact us at www.windermerelakes.net for more 
details. This is a great way to meet your fellow neighbors and 
to help make our Windermere Lakes community a better 
place to live.

newsletter Info
Editor ................................. newsletter@windermerelakes.net
Publisher
 Peel, Inc. .....................www.PEELinc.com, 888-687-6444
 Advertising.......advertising@PEELinc.com, 888-687-6444

President's Message - (Continued from Cover page)

Bashans Painting
 & Home Repair

• Interior & Exterior Painting
• Hardi Plank Installation
• Wood Replacement
• Sheetrock Repair
• Interior Carpentry
• Cabinet Painting
• Wallpaper Removal and Texturizing
• Pressure Washing
• Fence Repair/Replacement
• Garage Floor Epoxy
• Custom Staining
• Roofing
• Gutter Repair/Replacement
• Faux Painting

Commercial/Residential
Free Estimates

281-347-6702

References Available • Fully Insured
No PAymENt UNtIl ComPlEtIoN

281-731-3383cell

bashanspainting@earthlink.net

a homeowner flesh out the bid specifications for a project before a 
contractor is even selected.

Remember…  even painting your home the same color, re-staining 
your dock, repairing or installing new roof are all considered types 
of projects that require approval through the ACC process.

So, what should you do if you are planning a home improvement 
project?  The first thing to do is contact SCS Management or go 
online to  www.windermerelakes.net  for an application form and 
directions on how to complete and where to return the forms.  Expect 
a call or letter if there are issues that need to be worked out, but a 
project with "fit" will generally be approved at the next committee 
meeting and written approval will arrive by mail in short order.

Go Green
Go Paperless
Sign up to receive the Windermere Lakes Newsletter 
in your inbox. Visit PEELinc.com for details.
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CUSTOM HOME 
&

FURNITURE DESIGN, INC.
RICK INGRAM

TRCC 23724

Mob: 806-773-3396
Home: 806-385-5531 ringram@academicplanet.com

SERVING THE LITTLEFIELD AREA SINCE 1925

P.O. BOX 910 • 5
03 EAST 5TH ST. • L

ITTLEFIELD, TEXAS 79339

FUNERAL HOME, IN
C.

PAY AND SAVE, INC.
1804 HALL AVENUE

LITTLEFIELD, TX 79339

get ready for spring, so if you are one of those reluctant gardeners 
feel free to start adding pizzazz to the landscape by getting the 
flower pots ready. There are some things to consider when 
purchasing and preparing the spring pots. A common tendency, 
when potting plants, is to use too large a container. A result of 
over watering, and sour soil can lead to an early demise of the 
plant. Plants that con¬tinue to live under these circumstances 
struggle and they seldom increase in size or show any signs of 
active growth.
CLEvER PLANTING…Instead of planting one type of 
flower in all the pots around the yard this spring, try something 
new…

First pick a thriller or something that will create height and 
catch the attention of your visitors.
Next, pick filler or something that is low growing and 
will add Lastly, pick a spiller. This is the most fun and can 
really create personality to the pot. Choose a plant that 
will spill over the side of the pot as it grows. We love to use 
the margarita vine for a spiller. It will need to be trimmed 
occasionally, but its iridescent green leaf will surely be a 
conversation piece for the neighbors!

Sreehari Gorantla
Landscape Committee

4.
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Landscape Focus - (Continued from Cover page) CLUbhOUSE POOL, 
PATIO ‘N’ PLAyGROUND

(Recreational Facilities
 Committee)

While our pool area is still closed for the winter, we need volunteers 
to share ideas and assist with the planning of fun for both the children 
and adults of Windermere Lakes for our 2010 Pool Season.  Won't 
be long that we will be getting the suntan lotion, floats and bathing 
suits ready for some summer fun.

Our Clubhouse is available for rental.  You can contact SCS 
Management to secure your date and the rules/regulations for rental.   
Information is also on our website at www.windermerelakes.net

If you are interested in being part of our Committee to make our 
pool and recreational areas more enjoyable, please contact Dianne 
by email at ldwentzell@gmail.com or through the website at www.
windermerelakes.net      

We hope to hear from you soon!     
 Dianne Wentzell, Chairperson
WL Recreational Facilities Committee
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   Laser Treatment
In-Office for fungal toenails as seen
on Good Morning America
Laser Treatment for Warts
Children’s Foot Disorders
Outpatient Surgery
For bunions, hammertoes and 
other foot problems and
walk the same day!
Sports Medicine
Diabetic Foot Care
Wound Care
Fractures of the
Foot & Ankle

•
•
•

•
•
•
•

Dr. Judith E. Rubin,
Podiatrist/Foot Specialist

Diplomate, American Board of 
Podiatric Surgery
Board Certified in Foot & Ankle Surgery
Fellow American College of Foot & 
Ankle Surgery
Certified Wellness Educator

•

•
•

•

21216 N.W. Frwy., Ste. 240
281-955-5500

www.DrRubinFootWellness.com

The Foot Wellness Center
Named one of

Houston’s top Doctors 2008
by H Texas Magazine

Houston’s top Doctors 2008

Conviently located at corner
of 290 & Huffmeister in the

North Cypress Medical Center

NEW 27 YearsPracticing inN.W. Houston

SECURITY REPORT  
 Please be aware and on the lookout for any persons you 
believe to be suspicious and/or that do not appear to belong in 
our neighborhood,  Please report them so they can be checked 
out by the proper authorities.

Emergency:      911       
Sheriff ’s Dept.   713-221-6000 (non-emergency)

 Stay safe and keep a watchful eye on our neighborhood!

Kevin Swicegood 
WL Security Committee

Peel, Inc.
Printing & Publishing
Publishing community newsletters since 1991

1-888-687-6444 www.PEELinc.com

Support Your 
Neighborhood

Newsletter.

Advertise your business
to your neighbors.

Kari Harrison
Sales Representative
713-855-1731

kari@peelinc.com

What's Happening 
on the Lakes!

The Flamingo Lake Yacht Club lost two of their close friends 
during January, 2010.  Our thoughts and prayers are extended to the 
families of Maura McCormick, whose husband Rick Moyer passed 
away January 4th and  to Fran Orso, whose wife Gail Orso passed 
away January 15th.   These two great persons will be missed by all 
of us and will leave a real void in our Flamingo group.  

We’d like to share the news in our future newsletters.  Are you or 
someone in your family running in a marathon, have a new member 
in your family, children accomplishments or something you’d like 
to share in the newsletter?   Any parties, birthdays, graduations, 
anniversaries or any other celebrations that may take place would be 
great shared with your other Windermere Lakes neighbors!   

PLEASE SEND YOUR INFO TO US FOR THE NEXT 
NEWSLETTER TO:     newsletter@windermerelakes.net

 IS yOUR LAkE NEwS 
MISSING???

 If you have some news or fun activities going on at your 
Lake, please let us hear from you! We’d like to share the news 
in our future newsletters. Any parties, birthdays, graduations, 
anniversaries or any other celebrations that may take place would 
be great shared with your other Windermere Lakes neighbors! 
 PLEASE SEND YOUR INFO TO US FOR THE NEXT 
NEWSLETTER TO: newsletter@windermerelakes.net
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HARCO
INSURANCE
SERVICES 

10777 Northwest Freeway, Suite 800     Houston, Tx.  77092  
Tel:  713-681-2500          www.harco-ins.com

 

• Automobile /  Homeowners / Flood Insurance 
• Personal Umbrella Liability 

HARCO
INSURANCE
SERVICES 

Contact:  Kathey Hoffmaster  x240
Gerri Rougeau, Windermere Lakes Resident 

Rachael’s

any $25 purchase
expires 4/15/10

not to be combined with any other offers 
or used on sale merchandise

$5oo OFF

12240 FM 1960 W @ N. Eldridge • 281-469-3881

St. Elizabeth Ann Seton Catholic School  
Learn to love.  Love to learn. 

Now Registering for 2010-2011 School Year  
Registration packets are available at the school office.

Excellent Curriculum 
Liturgy · Computer and Science Labs  
Athletics · Capturing Kids’ HeartsTM

Extended Day 
Pre-K—Eighth Grade                                       281-463-1444 
6646 Addicks-Satsuma Rd.               www.seascs.org 

Advertise 
Your Business Here

888-687-6444

Safety First:
Replace your smoke detector batteries.  Most smoke detectors 
operate on a battery which should be replaced at least once per 
year.  Can’t seem to remember when to replace, use the semi-
annual time change as your reminder.
Inspect your fire extinguishers.  All homes should have at least 
one fire extinguisher, particularly in the kitchen.  Guidelines for a 
simple once per month inspection can be found on the internet.   
If you don’t have a fire extinguisher or if don’t remember when 
you bought your fire extinguisher, it’s time to get a new one.   
They are inexpensive and available at most home improvement 
stores.
Pet safety:  If you have a pet with access to the lake from your 
back yard or dock, consider attaching a water ramp.   Dogs 
and cats can’t get out of the lake should they fall or jump in by 
accident.
Volunteer to establish a neighborhood/block contact list or if 
your block has a list be sure it is up to date.  This list can prove 
invaluable in emergencies or just to touch base if you see unusual 
activities in the area.

An Ounce of Prevention:
Inspect your hot water heater for rust and/or leaks.Typical 
water heater life spans are 10-13 years.  So if your home still 
has its original hot water heater, it is time for an inspection and 
possibly a replacement.  Consider installing a moisture detector 
near your water heater to warn you if a leak occurs.   They are 

•

•

•

•

•

inexpensive and available at many hardware/home improvement 
stores or on line.
Get an A/C checkup.    A simple check up by a professional 
heating/air conditioning specialist will ensure your A/C is in 
good operating condition.   This can prevent a costly emergency 
house call in the heat of summer (and possibly over a weekend 
or holiday when house calls can really add up).

Spring Spruce Up:
Spring time is an excellent time to take care of maintenance on 
the outside of your property.   Fence painting and dock staining 
work is best done in the spring when weather conditions are 
not as extreme.
Inspect your iron fence and if you see signs of rust it is time to 
paint.   Your local home improvement store has all the supplies 
you need.   Be sure to use a good primer to ensure your paint 
job lasts.   A good paint job will last several years.
Inspect your dock and if you see fading of the stain or worse, 
exposed wood, it is time to re-stain.  Check the Windermere 
Lakes website (windermerelakes.net) for approved stain colors.   
Cleaning the dock with high pressure water prior to staining 
and staining with 2 coats, allowing to dry in between, will give 
you a nice fresh dock and the job will last 3-4 years.
Considering a contractor for the job:   Get together with 
neighbors and request a bulk rate.   Be sure to check references 
before you use any contractor.
Lawn care and landscaping improvements can really make a 

•

•

•

•

•

•

hOME SAFETy & hOME IMPROvEMENT TIPS

(Continued on Page 6)
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Home & Saftey - 
(Continued from Page 5)

ARTICLE SUbMISSIONS
If you would like to submit an article or any information for the Windermere Lakes 

Newsletter, you may do so by sending the information to newsletter@windermerelakes.net. 
This information should include your name. All information should be received no later than 
the 9th of the month and is subject to editorial approval as well as space limitations.

Spark Power BankSpark Power Bank
Electricity Rates Are 
At Near Record Lows!

Compare our rates to ANY power provider in Texas and 
you’ll see why SparkPowerBank.com is the low cost leader!

SIGN-UP ONLINE TODAY!
WWW.SPARKPOWERBANK.COM

SIGN-UP ONLINE TODAY!
WWW.SPARKPOWERBANK.COM

Please choose “Newsletter Ad” as your referral

I’m Texas Energy Analyst Alan Lammey. 
Maybe you’ve heard me on the radio talking
about the market forces that drive energy 
prices. I’m here to tell you that you’re not 

stuck paying those high prices
to big electric companies anymore!

Why pay more than you have to?Why pay more than you have to?

difference in the appearance of your 
home.  If you think it is too time-
consuming and costly to give your lawn a 
makeover, think again.   While basic lawn 
care (mowing, weed-eating, trimming 
and watering) are a requirement to 
maintain the minimum standard for the 
subdivision, it doesn’t take a lot of extra 
time and effort to “kick it up a notch” 
and make your outdoor area really stand 
out.   Watch for articles on how to make 
the most of your lawn and landscaping 
in upcoming newsletters and on the 
Windermere Lakes website.

NEIGhbOR TO NEIGhbOR
Have something to sell or want to give away??   The homeowners of Windermere Lakes 
can place their personal ads for free in our newsletter!   Contact us at newsletter@
windermerelakes.net   and we will contact you to obtain all the information so we can 
make it a win-win situation for everyone!    
More Babysitters Needed….   We have received several requests from WL Residents 
for contact information for babysitters and other services!     If you do babysitting, pet 
sitting, lawn mowing, etc. PLEASE send us your information so we can put you together 
with WL neighbors needing your services.     
Committee Members Wanted….     If you would be interested in working on the 
Newsletter Committee and providing reports, articles and news for your block or lake, 
please contact Gerri Eubank at newsletter@windermerelakes.net 

•

•

•

Don't want to wait for the mail?
View the current issue of this 

newsletter on the 1st day of each 
month at www.PEELinc.com
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DISCLAIMER: Articles and ads in this newsletter express the opinions of 
their authors and do not necessarily reflect the opinions of Peel, Inc. or its 
employees. Peel, Inc. is not responsible for the accuracy of any facts stated in 
articles submitted by others. The publisher also assumes no responsibility for 
the advertising content with this publication. All warranties and representations 
made in the advertising content are solely that of the advertiser and any such 
claims regarding its content should be taken up with the advertiser.

* The publisher assumes no liability with regard to its advertisers for misprints 
or failure to place advertising in this publication except for the actual cost of 
such advertising.

* Although every effort is taken to avoid mistakes and/or misprints, 
the publisher assumes no responsibility for any errors of information or 
typographical mistakes, except as limited to the cost of advertising as stated 
above or in the case of misinformation, a printed retraction/correction.

* Under no circumstances shall the publisher be held liable for incidental 
or consequential damages, inconvenience, loss of business or services, or any 
other liabilities from failure to publish, or from failure to publish in a timely 
manner, except as limited to liabilities stated above.

At no time will any source be allowed to use the Windermere Lakes Community 
Newsletter contents, or loan said contents, to others in anyway, shape or form, 
nor in any media, website, print, film, e-mail, electrostatic copy, fax, or etc. 
for the purpose of solicitation, commercial use, or any use for profit, political 
campaigns, or other self amplification, under penalty of law without written 
or expressed permission from the Windermere Lakes Homeowners Association 
and Peel, Inc. The information in the newsletter is exclusively for the private 
use of Windermere Lakes residents only. 

1-888-687-6444
advertising@PEELinc.com
www.PEELinc.com

Publishing Community Newsletters Since 1991

Blackhorse Ranch
 Bridgeland

Coles Crossing
Copperfield
Cypress Mill
Cypress Point
Eagle Springs

Enchanted Valley
Fairfield
Fairwood
Fawnlake

Harvest Bend The Village
Heatherwood Village
Lakes of Fairhaven
Lakes of Savannah
Lakes on Eldridge

Lakes on Eldridge North
Lakewood Grove
Legends Ranch

Longwood
Oak Forest
Pine Brook
Riata Ranch

Shadow Creek Ranch
Silverlake

Steeplechase
Stone Gate

Summerwood
Village Creek

Villages of NorthPointe
Willowbridge
Willowlake

Willow Pointe
Winchester Country
Winchester Trails
Windermere Lakes
Woodedge Village
Wortham Villages

Windermere 
Lakes

Easter Egg 
Hunt

MARk yOUR CALENDARS..
ANNUAL EASTER EGG HUNT

MARCH 27, 2010
10:00am - 1:00pm

Club House and Lawn Area
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