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Do You Like Free SoFtware?
Hey, everybody likes free software 

– just be careful what you get.  Enter 
anything you want into a Google 
search with the word FREE and all 
kinds of things will show up.  If you’re 
not careful, you can download a FREE 
VIRUS – how’s that for a deal?

For you readers, here are a few of my 
favorite free software choices that won’t 
get you into trouble:

For Windows machines, I like Picasa 
for doing simple editing and cleanup of 
photos.  It’s from the folks at Google and you can find it just by 
going to www.Picasa.com (note that it’s Picasa ending with an “a” 
and not Picasso like the painter with the additional “s””.  Do you 
shop online and like to keep the receipts?  Rather than printing 
them out and storing them in a filing cabinet, use CutePDF to 
“print” your receipts (or anything else that can be sent to a printer) 
into a PDF file that you can save on your hard drive.  I buy a lot 
online and CutePDF lets me store all the receipts into a folder 
on my hard drive that makes life much easier at tax time for my 
accountant (which is this month if my calendar is correct.)  You 
can download CutePDF at www.CutePDF.com, just download 
the CutePDF Writer.  It installs as if it were a printer and you’re 
ready to go.

For the Mac, Anxiety is a useful to-do list manager to (hopefully) 
reduce the stress in your life in getting all the things you need to 
get done, done.  It works with iCal and Mail.  You can download 

it at http://www.anxietyapp.com/.   
Carbon Copy Cloner lets you backup 
your entire hard drive to another, 
allowing you to boot to the 2nd drive 
should the first one fail completely 
(and it happens more often than you 
know.)  Download it at http://www.
bombich.com/.  

Stay away from sites offering free 
music or movies (like LimeWire), this 
is an excellent way to contract a virus.  
If you think you’re getting something 

that costs money in a store for free online, it’s probably going to 
cost you more than you know by the time you get your computer 
cleaned  up.

Be skeptical and be safe.  One of the best places to go for free 
software is http://sourceforge.net/.  You’re not going to find 
Microsoft Office for free, but you might find a program that does 
something close.  Want Photoshop but don’t have $400 to spend, 
then check out Gimp.  There are a lot of genuinely nice people 
developing programs because they enjoy doing it.  Some will 
ask for but not require a donation, that’s only fair.  If you like a 
program, throw a few dollars their way to encourage them to keep 
improving their program.  If you can say “I wish I had a program 
that ……..”, then you’ll probably find something at SourceForge.
net that meets your needs. - Submitted by Laurie Scott
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Windermere Lakes
important numberS

Emergency ......................................................................911
Sheriff's Dept. ................................................ 713-221-6000
Center Point Energy - Customer Service (Gas) 713-659-2111
Cy-Fair Fire Dept ............................................................911
Cy-Fair Hospital ............................................. 281-890-4285
Animal Control .............................................. 281-999-3191
Center Point (Street lights) ............................. 713-207-2222
Library ........................................................... 281-890-2665
NW Harris County MUD #29  ..................... 713-983-3602
Aquasource ..................................................... 713-983-3604
Post Office...................................................... 713-937-6827
Reliant Energy - Residential Electirc ............... 713-207-7777
SCS Management Services, Inc. ..................... 281-463-1777
Comcast Cable/Communications ................... 800-266-2278
Waste Management/Trash Pick Up ................. 713-686-6666

boarD oF DirectorS

committeeS:
Security ...................................................... Kevin Swicegood
Social ................................................................Bill Wentzell 
Clubhouse/Recreational Facilities ................Dianne Wentzell
Communication ................................Gerri Rougeau-Eubank
Landscape ................................................. Sreehari Gorantla
Finance ..................................................... Sreehari Gorantla
Architectural Control/Deed Restrictions  ...................... TBA

President .......................................................Kevin McClard
Treasurer ................................................... Sreehari Gorantla
Secretary ............................................Gerri Rougeau-Eubank
Directors ...............................Raj Amin & Brian Greenhouse

All Board members and Committees
can be contacted at www.windermerelakes.net

* We are establishing our Committees for 2010 and need 
resident volunteers! If you are interested in participating with 
us, please contact us at www.windermerelakes.net for more 
details. This is a great way to meet your fellow neighbors and 
to help make our Windermere Lakes community a better 
place to live.

newSLetter inFo
Editor ................................. newsletter@windermerelakes.net
Publisher
 Peel, Inc. .....................www.PEELinc.com, 888-687-6444
 Advertising.......advertising@PEELinc.com, 888-687-6444

Not Available Online

Go Green
Go Paperless
Sign up to receive the Windermere Lakes Newsletter 
in your inbox. Visit PEELinc.com for details.

Peel, Inc.
Printing & Publishing
Publishing community newsletters since 1991

1-888-687-6444 www.PEELinc.com

Support Your 
Neighborhood

Newsletter.

Advertise your business
to your neighbors.

Kari Harrison
Sales Representative
713-855-1731

kari@peelinc.com
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20% Off First
3 Months

� Individually Monitored Alarms on Every Space
� Climate Controlled & Non-Climate Spaces
� Boxes & Moving Supplies Sold
� Penske Truck Rentals
� Color Camera Recording System
� Property Completely 18-Wheeler Accessible
� Deliveries Accepted

D i s c o v e r t h e AmAzing StorAge DIFFERENCE!

10830 West Rd. 
2 Blocks East of Jones Rd.

281-378-7592

www.AmazingSpaces.net

Article 
SubmiSSionS

If you would like to submit an article 
or any information for the Windermere 
Lakes Newsletter, you may do so by 
sending the information to newsletter@
windermerelakes.net. 

This information should include your name. 
All information should be received no later 
than the 9th of the month and is subject to 
editorial approval as well as space limitations.

Don't want to wait 
for the mail?

View the current issue of 
this newsletter on the 1st day o

f each month at
 www.PEELinc.com

nominAte Your 
FAvorite YArd For

Yard Of The Month
  Do you know a neighbor who takes excellent care of their property or a neighbor 
who has added something new to their yard?  
 Nominate them by emailing 
the address to newsletter@
windermerelakes.net.  
 Please include a 
photo if possible.

  Congrats 
Neighbor!
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CUSTOM HOME 
&

FURNITURE DESIGN, INC.
RICK INGRAM

TRCC 23724

Mob: 806-773-3396
Home: 806-385-5531 ringram@academicplanet.com

SERVING THE LITTLEFIELD AREA SINCE 1925

P.O. BOX 910 • 5
03 EAST 5TH ST. • L

ITTLEFIELD, TEXAS 79339

FUNERAL HOME, IN
C.

PAY AND SAVE, INC.
1804 HALL AVENUE

LITTLEFIELD, TX 79339

FinanciaL FocuS
Put Your Tax Refund to Work

It’s Tax Refund Season again. This year, if you’re going to get a 
check from your Uncle Sam, why not put it to work to help you 
meet your financial goals?

Last year, the average tax refund was more than $2,700, according 
to the IRS. The size of your refund, or whether you will get one at 
all, depends on your individual circumstances. But if you are going 
to get a refund, plan ahead for what you’ll do with it. Here are a 
few possibilities:

• paY Down Some DebtS.  In these difficult economic times, 
you may be carrying a higher debt load than usual.  If so, you may 
want to use some of your refund to pay down some of these debts. 
The lower your debt payments, the better your cash flow and the 
more money you’ll have to invest for the future.

• buiLD an emergencY FunD. If you don’t already have 
an emergency fund containing six to 12 months’ worth of living 
expenses, you could use your tax refund to start one. Without 
such a fund, you may find yourself constantly dipping into your 
long-term investments to pay for unexpected costs, such as a new 
furnace or an expensive car repair. Keep your emergency fund in 

a liquid account — one that you don’t draw on for your day-to-
day expenses.

• HeLp FunD Your ira.  In 2010, you can put in up to $5,000 
to your IRA. Consequently, if you received a $2,700 refund, you’d 
have more than half of what you need to fully fund your IRA for 
the year. (If you’re 50 or older, however, you can contribute up to 
$6,000 per year.)

You might not think that your $2,700 would make much of a 
difference in the long run. But by investing your refund and giving 
it many years of growth potential, you could end up with a sizable 
amount. Consider the following:

• If you put $2,700 in your IRA, and you earned, on average, seven 
percent a year for 30 years, you’d end up with about $20,000, even 
if you never invested another dime. 

• If you put $2,700 every year in that same IRA, again earning an 
average seven percent annual return, you’d end up with more than 
$270,000 after thirty years.

(Continued on Page 5)
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SECURITY REPORT  

 Please be aware and on the lookout for any persons you 
believe to be suspicious and/or that do not appear to belong in 
our neighborhood,  Please report them so they can be checked 
out by the proper authorities.

Emergency:      911       
Sheriff ’s Dept.   713-221-6000 (non-emergency)

 Stay safe and keep a watchful eye on our neighborhood!

Kevin Swicegood 
WL Security Committee

 iS Your lAke newS 
miSSing???

 If you have some news or fun activities going on at your 
Lake, please let us hear from you! We’d like to share the news 
in our future newsletters. Any parties, birthdays, graduations, 
anniversaries or any other celebrations that may take place would 
be great shared with your other Windermere Lakes neighbors! 
 PLEASE SEND YOUR INFO TO US FOR THE NEXT 
NEWSLETTER TO: newsletter@windermerelakes.net

Bashans Painting
 & Home Repair

• Interior & Exterior Painting
• Hardi Plank Installation
• Wood Replacement
• Sheetrock Repair
• Interior Carpentry
• Cabinet Painting
• Wallpaper Removal and Texturizing
• Pressure Washing
• Fence Repair/Replacement
• Garage Floor Epoxy
• Custom Staining
• Roofing
• Gutter Repair/Replacement
• Faux Painting

Commercial/Residential
Free Estimates

281-347-6702

References Available • Fully Insured
No PAymENt UNtIl ComPlEtIoN

281-731-3383cell

bashanspainting@earthlink.net

Please stop by for a tour, and see why Kids R Kids is the 
Best learning environment for your child. 

Now ENrolliNg iNfaNts, toddlErs, PrEschool, PrE-k & school-agE!
internet viewing of classrooms and lunchroom
Professional,age-appropriate curriculum,spanish & sign language
highly trained teachers & leads w/ child development accreditations
Pre-K: “Texas School Ready” certified to prepare Pre-K kids for 
kindergarten; computers; Pre-k graduation program.
School-age: homework tutors; summer program includes field trips.
Enrichment activities - taekwondo, dance, kindermusic, sports fun
(additional fees apply)
shaded playgrounds dedicated to each age group
Breakfast, lunch, snacks, milk, juice & baby food provided

•
•
•
•

•
•

•
•

Jersey Village area
10708 Ranchstone 

at West Road 
(1 block East 

of Jones Road)
281-807-0999

www.kidsrkids4tx.com

Free Enrollment with Ad
Offer available to new 

customers only at initial 
enrollment at this location. 
Not valid with other offers. 

Expires July 30, 2010.

SCHOOLS OF QUALITY LEARNING

Financial Focus- (Continued from Page 4)

(These examples are hypothetical illustrations and do not represent 
any currently available investments.)

You’d eventually have to pay taxes on your earnings, typically 
when you make withdrawals at retirement. And if you qualified for 
a Roth IRA, you’d never have to pay taxes on your earnings, as long 
as you had your account for at least five years and didn’t start taking 
withdrawals until you were at least 59-1/2.

• contribute to a Section 529 pLan. If you have 
children or grandchildren, you may want to establish Section 529 
plans to help them pay for college. You can contribute virtually 
any amount, and the earnings grow tax-free, provided the money 
is used for higher education expenses.  (Withdrawals used for 
expenses other than qualified education expenses may be subject 
to federal, state and penalty taxes. Contributions are tax-deductible 
in certain states for residents who participate in their own state’s 
plan. Please note that a 529 college savings plan could impact a 
beneficiary’s ability to qualify for financial aid.)

You may be tempted to spend your tax refund on things you want 
today — but, with a little planning, you can use it for things you 
need tomorrow. 
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HARCO
INSURANCE
SERVICES 

10777 Northwest Freeway, Suite 800     Houston, Tx.  77092  
Tel:  713-681-2500          www.harco-ins.com

 

• Automobile /  Homeowners / Flood Insurance 
• Personal Umbrella Liability 

HARCO
INSURANCE
SERVICES 

Contact:  Kathey Hoffmaster  x240
Gerri Rougeau, Windermere Lakes Resident 

Rachael’s

Now in Stock at 
ALL Locations!

12240 FM 1960 W @ N. Eldridge • 281-469-3881

eight water Safety rules for a Safe Summer

 We are dedicated to promoting drowning 
prevention and helping equip residents with 
the best tools to keep families safe in and 
around water.

Always have a pool gate around home 
pools. This includes having a locked 
and securely fastened gate that is not 
accessible to little ones.

Continuously educate children on 
water safety. This is a great thing to 
do at home, on the boat, at the pool, 
wherever there is water. Each time you 
are getting your little one ready for a 
swim session or water play, go over the 

1.

2.

rules of water safety. Repetition is key 
with small children. Make sure your 
swim instructor incorporates a “Safety 
Lesson of the Week” into its lesson 
curriculum. This includes questions 
about water safety and how to avoid 
dangerous situations.

Designate a “Water Watcher.” This is a 
responsible adult who sticks to alcohol-
free beverages during swim time and 
who is in charge of keeping both eyes 
on the pool while it is in use. Or, better 
yet: consider renting a Lifeguard for your 
party or group event.

3.

Remove all pool toys, floaters, ring buoys 
and other child-enticing items from the 
pool area when it is not in use. One 
wrong reach for that floating rubber 
ducky could be disaster.

Clear homes of common household 
items that can be dangerous to a curious 
toddler. It takes just 2 inches of water 
for a child to drown in a bucket. Put all 
mop buckets, dog dishes and coolers out 
of children’s reach.

Never leave a young child in the pool or 
bathtub--even “just to get the phone.”

 Enroll your child in swim classes. 
Start lessons early. The longer a child 
has lessons the more they understand 
water safety. A great time to do this is 
in the spring! This way your kids are 
already prepped and ready to roll for the 
summer swim season. You’ll want to find 
an inside heated pool and lesson times 
geared towards working families.

 Supervise, Supervise, Supervise! Try to 
have your eyes on your children in and 
around the pool at all times. Adults 
should always be present when any child 
is in the pool area.

 Let’s help our kids love the water while also 
respecting it by being safe and well-trained 
at all levels.
SubmitteD bY LYnn neiLLie

4.

5.

6.

7.

8.
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DISCLAIMER: Articles and ads in this newsletter express the opinions of 
their authors and do not necessarily reflect the opinions of Peel, Inc. or its 
employees. Peel, Inc. is not responsible for the accuracy of any facts stated in 
articles submitted by others. The publisher also assumes no responsibility for 
the advertising content with this publication. All warranties and representations 
made in the advertising content are solely that of the advertiser and any such 
claims regarding its content should be taken up with the advertiser.

* The publisher assumes no liability with regard to its advertisers for misprints 
or failure to place advertising in this publication except for the actual cost of 
such advertising.

* Although every effort is taken to avoid mistakes and/or misprints, 
the publisher assumes no responsibility for any errors of information or 
typographical mistakes, except as limited to the cost of advertising as stated 
above or in the case of misinformation, a printed retraction/correction.

* Under no circumstances shall the publisher be held liable for incidental 
or consequential damages, inconvenience, loss of business or services, or any 
other liabilities from failure to publish, or from failure to publish in a timely 
manner, except as limited to liabilities stated above.

At no time will any source be allowed to use the Windermere Lakes Community 
Newsletter contents, or loan said contents, to others in anyway, shape or form, 
nor in any media, website, print, film, e-mail, electrostatic copy, fax, or etc. 
for the purpose of solicitation, commercial use, or any use for profit, political 
campaigns, or other self amplification, under penalty of law without written 
or expressed permission from the Windermere Lakes Homeowners Association 
and Peel, Inc. The information in the newsletter is exclusively for the private 
use of Windermere Lakes residents only. 

Spark Power BankSpark Power Bank
Electricity Rates Are 
At Near Record Lows!

Compare our rates to ANY power provider in Texas and 
you’ll see why SparkPowerBank.com is the low cost leader!

SIGN-UP ONLINE TODAY!
WWW.SPARKPOWERBANK.COM

SIGN-UP ONLINE TODAY!
WWW.SPARKPOWERBANK.COM

Please choose “Newsletter Ad” as your referral

I’m Texas Energy Analyst Alan Lammey. 
Maybe you’ve heard me on the radio talking
about the market forces that drive energy 
prices. I’m here to tell you that you’re not 

stuck paying those high prices
to big electric companies anymore!

Why pay more than you have to?Why pay more than you have to?

clubhouSe Pool, 
PAtio ‘n’ PlAYground

(Recreational Facilities
 Committee)

While our pool area is still closed for the winter, we need volunteers 
to share ideas and assist with the planning of fun for both the children 
and adults of Windermere Lakes for our 2010 Pool Season.  Won't 
be long that we will be getting the suntan lotion, floats and bathing 
suits ready for some summer fun.

Our Clubhouse is available for rental.  You can contact SCS 
Management to secure your date and the rules/regulations for rental.   
Information is also on our website at www.windermerelakes.net

If you are interested in being part of our Committee to make our 
pool and recreational areas more enjoyable, please contact Dianne 
by email at ldwentzell@gmail.com or through the website at www.
windermerelakes.net      

We hope to hear from you soon!     
 Dianne Wentzell, Chairperson
WL Recreational Facilities Committee
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311 Ranch Road 620 S. Ste 200
Lakeway, TX 78734-4775
www.PEELinc.com
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