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Tips for Enjoying Networking Events
By Amy Wolfgang, M.Ed.

Many of us know someone who is in the midst of a job search.  They may be looking for 
their first job after graduating, a new job after being laid off, or a totally new career.  Job 
seekers use many different avenues to find a job but one of the most effective is networking.  It 
is one thing to speak with your neighbor about opportunities at his or her company but, 
eventually, many job seekers will need to utilize different networking events.

Great opportunities are found at networking events but, at the same time, they can be 
intimidating because we may not know anyone there.  Networking events can strike fear in 
many people, even those with outgoing personalities, so here are a few tips on how to make 
networking events more pleasant, less overwhelming and more productive.

Tip 1: Take a Deep Breath
Remember that many people are uncomfortable at networking events.  It is much more 

prevalent than you probably know.  With that said, go into the event with a relaxed and 
positive frame of mind.  Identify how you relax – taking deep breaths, visualizing a positive 
experience, etc.  Employ those methods before you enter the networking event.

Tip 2: Appear Approachable
Smile!  If you have a smile on your face, others will be encouraged to speak with you.  Other 

open body language you should employ includes:

• keeping your arms uncrossed
• standing up straight (don’t slouch)
• making eye contact with those around you

While you are at the event, take notice of others’ body language.  See if you can tell what 
aspect of their body language makes them look either approachable or closed off.  That will 
help you with your own body language.

Tip 3:  Utilize the Event Activities
The toughest networking scenario is when you don’t know anyone at the event and go by 

yourself. In this case, try to use the activities or functions at the event to your advantage. Does 
the event have a bar or buffet? Once you are in the food or beverage line, begin speaking 
to someone also in line. Are you at an art gallery? Approach a piece of art and chat about 
it with someone else who is also looking at it. It’s much easier to speak to people when you 
already have some common ground. 

Networking isn’t easy and intimidates many people, however, it can lead to a powerful 
advantage over other job hunters!  Hopefully the tips above give you the confidence to 
attend networking events.  Who knows, you might really enjoy meeting new people and 
be surprised at the doors it opens for you!

Convict Hill 
Quarry Park

Most of you know the history of our 
park. If not, you can get a flyer at the 
entrance, or contact me for a copy by e-
mail. You also know that I have not been 
physically able to organize volunteers 
for regular work days to perform 
needed cleanup. The Parks Department 
has done some work on the curbside 
areas, but they have extremely limited 
resources for more effort. You may know 
that the Austin Parks Foundation, who 
have given us major financial support, 
sponsors an annual “It’s My Park Day”, 
which organizes groups of volunteers 
from all over the city for work in parks 
all over the city. This year, the date is 
Saturday, March 5. I plan to lead a group 
in Quarry Park, and invite you all to visit 
www.austinparks.org for information, 
and sign up for the event. Show the 
Foundation and Austin Parks that we 
support this park that so many of our 
neighbors enjoy. Living across the street, 
I see an increasing number of visitors, 
some frequent.  We all benefit from 
having this gem in Legend Oaks.

Please sign up, either by e-mail to 
me or on the APF web site. This will 
allow us to provide enough tools and 
other support items so that all can be 
productive.

Jim Turney
drjet@austin.rr.com
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Home Burglary Prevention Tips
By Melanie Dragger

With several recent burglaries, burglary 
attempts, and other suspicious activities being 
reported in Southwest Austin, including 
the Legend Oaks II neighborhood, it is 
important to review and take preventive 
measures to protect your home and family.

1. Lock Doors and Windows - Keep 
doors and windows locked at all times, 
including garage doors. According to the 
Austin Police Department, “in over 1/3 
of burglaries, there is no forcible entry 
— someone forgot to lock the doors.” 
Further, “the most popular times for 
residential burglaries are weekday daylight 
hours.”

2. Install Deadbolt Locks - Install deadbolt 
locks on all exterior doors. Use double key 
locks on exterior doors that contain glass 
or have windows next to them, which 
will prevent burglars from gaining entry 

•

•

by breaking the glass, reaching through, 
and opening the lock. The Austin Police 
Department recommends that exteriors 
doors be made of metal or solid hardwood 
and be at least 1 ¾ inches thick. Exterior 
doors should also fit their frames well, and 
their frames should be reinforced on both 
the hinge and the lock sides.

3. Create Noise - Noise is often a deterrent 
for burglars. If you do not have a dog that 
will create a disturbance when someone 
rings the doorbell, knocks on the door, 
or approaches your property, leave on a 
radio or television when you are away 
from home.

4. Avoid Opening the Door to Strangers 
– Identify visitors before opening the door, 
and do not open to door for someone you 
do not know. Do not be apprehensive 
about telling a stranger through the door 

•

•

that you are not going to open the door, 
even if the person sounds in distress. 
Potential burglars often knock on the door 
or ring the doorbell to determine if a house 
is occupied before attempting entry. Make 
your presence known, and call the police if 
the person is insistent or refuses to leave.

5. Trim Shrubs and Trees - Trim shrubs 
and trees to avoid blocking doors and 
windows, which create hiding spots for 
burglars.

6. Install a Burglar Alarm - Have a 
burglar alarm installed and, as a deterrent, 
post notice signs or stickers on your 
property.

7. Leave Lights on - Use a variable timer 
to activate lights in your home during your 
absence. Also, leave lights on outdoors, 
particularly above doors.

•

•

•
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HOA WeBSITe
Did you know that Legend Oaks 

2 has our very own website?  This is 
an informational site designed and 
maintained by one of our residents, Larry 
Juergens.

The site address is www.legendoaks2.
org, and currently contains association 
information, including contacts with 
phone numbers and email addresses, 
links to the PDF versions of the 
newsletters, and an events calendar 
and classified section where members 
can post happenings and items for sale, 
rent, or trade.  Submissions can be made 
through Larry at larry.juergens@gmail.
com.

Please check out the site and send any 
submissions or suggestions to Larry at 
the address above.

twitter.com/austintelco
Follow Us

WWW.ATFCU.ORG  302.5555

21 Metro Locations
Free Checking - 250+ Free Atms
*Annual Percentage Rate. All rates are expressed “as low as”. Actual rate may vary depending on credit 

Credit Union Administration.

Home Equity Loans

4.75%**

Commercial Real
Estate Loans

Fixed Rate

4.99%**
Fixed Rate

2.85%*
Automobile Loans

Up to

3.35%*Up to

4.09%*
Fixed Rate 4.39%*

Fixed Rate

New Vehicles

0.90%*** 1.06%***1.26%*** 1.66%***

Money Market Account

P090106 04/09
State Farm Mutual Automobile Insurance Company, State Farm Indemnity Company, Bloomington, IL

Being
there
is why
I’m here.

Lee Ann LaBorde, Agent
8400 Brodie Lane, Suite 105

Austin, TX 78745
Bus: (512) 276-8252

www.leeannlaborde.net
Hablamos Español

Get discounts up to

I’m always looking for ways
to make your car insurance dollars
work harder. Like a good
neighbor, State Farm is there.
CALL FOR A QUOTE 24/7

40%

®

8. Reduce Signs of Your Absence – When going out of town, ask a trusted neighbor 
to keep an eye on your property, including picking up flyers and brochures that may 
accumulate on your door to avoid alerting potential burglars of your absence. Posting 
a “no soliciting” sign on your door may also reduce the number of marketing materials 
left on your door. Also, have someone pick up your mail, or ask the post office to hold 
your mail, and suspend your newspaper subscriptions. If you will be out of town for an 
extended period, arrange to have your yard maintained.

9. Avoid Publicizing Your Absence - Avoid posting on social media websites, such as 
Facebook, or telling strangers that you will be out of town. Also, when packing your 
vehicle for your trip, if possible, do so in your closed garage.

10. Report Suspicious Activity – Do not hesitate to call the police if you notice suspicious 
persons or activities in your neighborhood.

11. Form a Neighborhood Watch Group – Forming a neighborhood watch group on 
your street or block can help reduce crime in your area. For more information about 
forming a group, visit http://www.ci.austin.tx.us/police/watch_03.htm.

Source: http://www.ci.austin.tx.us/police/crime.htm.

•

•

•

•



Copyright © 2011 Peel, Inc. Legendary Times - February 2011    �

Legendary Times

Advertise 
Your Business Here

888-687-6444

SM

(512) 257-COLD
(877) 413-COLD

(2653)

(2653)

Servicing all make and models! TACLA26781C

SB Services, LLC

Maintenance Agreement $125. 00

*$125 for first unit. $75 for each additional unit

Service includes -
· Two maintenance visits
· 15-point - AC System
· 15-point - Heating

Plus enjoy a 15% DISCOUNT
on Parts & Labor during
the agreement year.

Exp. 02/28/11

Per System Check-Up $49.99

Service includes Start up heating and check:
· Safety lock outs
· Electric motors
· CO testing

· Inspect heat exchanger
· Gas Valvue operation
· General Saftey inspection

Exp. 02/28/11

Exp. 02/28/11

$500 OFF
a complete

with a

Exp. 02/28/11

Not sure if your current system will get
you through the coming seasons?
Call us for a 

. We’ll evaluate your system’s
condition and recommend any needed
repairs or replacement.
Already know you need a new system?
Get a Comfort Consultation with
each complete System Replacement!

Call us

The Austin Garden:
february
By Melanie Dragger

While February tends to one of the coldest months of the year in 
Austin, there is still plenty that can be done in the garden.

Continue to plant hardy perennial and cool-season herbs, such 
as chives, dill, oregano, parsley, and thyme; cool-season vegetables, 
including broccoli, carrots, cauliflower, chard, greens, lettuce, seed 
potatoes, and spinach; and cool-season flowering plants, such as 
pansies and snapdragons. As weather permits, begin preparing your 
soil for spring planting, and repair or replace fencing, as necessary.

February is also one of the best months for pruning dormant shrubs 
and trees. However, spring flowering trees and shrubs should not be 
pruned prior to flowering in order to avoid removing flower buds. 
Roses can be pruned beginning mid-month.

If you have not done so yet, implement an eco-friendly rain 
collection system and composting center, and continue to protect 
tender plants from cold weather and water during dry periods, 
especially before freezes.

BUDGeT BLINDS—40% OFF of our Signature Series™ 
custom window covering products—Wood Blinds, Faux 
Wood Blinds, Cellular Shades, Roller/Solar Shades, Woven 
Wood Blinds, Vertical Blinds, Roman Shades and Draperies.  
ALSO…ask about our Custom Shutters!!  Call today at 512-
373-8512 for a FREE In-Home Consultation!!

Business Classified
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Join the NEW Southwest Family Y 
and receive a FREE specialty 
class* and FREE personal 
training session.

JOIN HERE
IT’S GOOD FOR 
THE HEART

SOUTHWEST FAMILY YMCA
6219 Oakclaire Dr. & Hwy. 290
www.AustinYMCA.org
891-YMCA

*incl. swim lessons, youth sports
& more, up to $60 in value.

Austin newcomers club february Luncheon

LIVE

in concert
saturday

February 26 
2011 | 7:00 pm

tickets on sale now at 
www.ghbc.org

THE RADIANT CHURCH | WATCH LIVE services Sunday mornings
or view any time at www.ghbc.org

Sunday Morning Schedule
9:30 - Blended Worship | 11:00 - Contemporary Worship

9:30 & 11:00 - Bible Life Groups (all ages)
Great Hills Baptist Church

10500 Jollyville Road . Austin, 10500 Jollyville Road . Austin, Texas  78759 | 512.343.7763

Austin Newcomers is a social organization dedicated to introducing 
residents to the Austin community and giving them the opportunity 
to meet and make new friends. Join us at our monthly luncheon as 
well as take the opportunity to learn about and become involved in 
many varied fun Interest groups.

Time: 11:00 AM (Social) - 12 Noon (Luncheon)
Date: February 16, 2011

(Reservations required by Thursday, February 10th)
For luncheon reservations, e-mail

LuncheonDirector@AustinNewcomers.com or call
Diane Israelson at 512.467.4979.

For other Newcomers information, visit
www.austinnewcomers.com or call 512.314.5100.

february Program: recounting Memories of World War ii
Isabelle Cedar Cook was born and raised in Amityville, New 

York. On September 1, 1939, when WW II was declared, Isabelle 
was a young woman living in New York City having just graduated 
from the Mount Sinai Hospital School of Nursing. The Army asked 
Mount Sinai Hospital for assistance, and the hospital issued a call 
for volunteers. Being unattached at the time, Isabelle felt it was her 

duty to serve. She immediately signed up without telling her family 
or receiving permission from her mother, who was a widow with five 
children. Then, she waited impatiently to be called for service. In 
September 1942, she got that call asking her report to Camp Rucker, 
Alabama. Thus, Isabelle entered one of the deadliest conflicts in 
human history, marked by horrific events, including the Holocaust 
and the first and only use of nuclear weapons.

On May 5, 1943, Isabelle boarded the HMS Pasteur, a former 
French luxury ship being used to transport troops. When out to sea, 
she learned her destination: Casablanca, Morocco. She had never 
before been abroad or even outside New York and New Jersey. As a 
member of the Army Nurse Corps, Isabelle served overseas for three 
years. After the war ended, Isabelle was discharged from the Army as 
a First Lieutenant, and she returned to civilian life. She got married 
and moved to Brownsville, Texas.

Isabelle Cook wrote a book about nurses’ experiences in a 
fictionalized memoir, In Times of War: Memoirs of a World War 
II Nurse. She also participated in the Library of Congress Veterans 
History Project. She also wrote Depression’s Child, a story told from 
a young girl’s point of view about growing up during the Depression. 
She will share her experiences as a WW II nurse serving in North 
Africa, Italy and France. 
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1-888-687-6444 ext. 23

PROMOTE YOUR BUSINESS

NEED AN ADVERTISING SPECIALITY ITEM?

Experience Matters
Doing business for

30+ years.

At no time will any source be allowed to use the Legendary Times Newsletter 
contents, or loan said contents, to others in anyway, shape or form, nor in any 
media, website, print, film, e-mail, electrostatic copy, fax, or etc. for the purpose 
of solicitation, commercial use, or any use for profit, political campaigns, or 
other self amplification, under penalty of law without written or expressed 
permission from the Legend Oaks II  Homeowner's Association and Peel, Inc. 
The information in the newsletter  is exclusively for the private use of  Legend 
Oaks II Homeowner's Association residents only. 

DISCLAIMER: Articles and ads in this newsletter express the opinions of 
their authors and do not necessarily reflect the opinions of Peel, Inc. or its 
employees. Peel, Inc. is not responsible for the accuracy of any facts stated in 
articles submitted by others. The publisher also assumes no responsibility for 
the advertising content with this publication. All warranties and representations 
made in the advertising content are solely that of the advertiser and any such 
claims regarding its content should be taken up with the advertiser.
* The publisher assumes no liability with regard to its advertisers for misprints 
or failure to place advertising in this publication except for the actual cost of 
such advertising.
* Although every effort is taken to avoid mistakes and/or misprints, the publisher 
assumes no responsibility for any errors of information or typographical mistakes, 
except as limited to the cost of advertising as stated above or in the case of 
misinformation, a printed retraction/correction.
* Under no circumstances shall the publisher be held liable for incidental or 
consequential damages, inconvenience, loss of business or services, or any other 
liabilities from failure to publish, or from failure to publish in a timely manner, 
except as limited to liabilities stated above.
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