
Copyright © 2011 Peel, Inc.	 Village	Creek	Community	Newsletter - February 2011     �

The Village Gazette

Volume 8, Issue 2 
Village Creek Community Association February 20��

VillageV
Gazette

The

(Continued on Page 3)

HOA 
Corner

It’s the start of a new year 
and Village Creek has news!  
MUD #5 has improved our 
recycling program and now 
accepts a wider variety of 
items to better serve our 
community.  For a full list 
of acceptable items call 713-
849-0400.  Happy New Year 
from your HOA board!

Friendly 
Neighborhood 

Reminders
V i l l a g e  C r e e k  h a d 

a beautiful holiday light 
display again in 2010!  
Thanks to everyone who 
decorated their homes to 
make our community festive 
this holiday season.  Please 
remember to take down 
holiday decorations within 
two weeks following the 
designated holiday.

FINANCIAL FOCUS
How  Will  New  Tax  Rules  Affect  You? 

 Now that the Tax Relief, Unemployment 
Insurance Reauthorization, and Job Creation Act 
of 2010 is law, you’ll want to familiarize yourself 
with how this new legislation affects you — both 
as a wage earner and an investor. 

Consider these key parts of the new tax 
laws:

• Income tax rates remain the same. Under 
previous legislation, tax rates were scheduled 
to rise in 2011, but the new laws will keep all 
tax brackets the same. 

•  Payroll taxes reduced by two percent. Your 
share of the Social Security payroll tax will 
drop from 6.2 percent to 4.2 percent for 2011. 
Consequently, you should see more take-home 
pay. . You may want to consider investing at 
least part of this savings in another retirement 
account, such as an IRA.   

• Top capital gains and dividend tax rates stay 
at 15 percent.  The question of what would 
happen to capital gains and dividend taxes has 
been of great interest to most investors. For 
the past several years, the highest capital gains 
and dividend tax rate has been 15 percent. 
However, this 15 percent rate was scheduled to 
expire at the end of 2010; after that, dividends 
were to be taxed at one’s standard income tax 
rate, while long-term capital gains would be 
taxed at 20 percent for anyone above the 15 
percent income tax bracket. But due to the new 
legislation, the highest tax rate for both capital 

gains and dividends will stay at 15 percent for 
at least 2011 and 2012. 

 The capital gains and dividend tax provisions 
can have significant effects on your investment 
decisions over the next two years. You now still 
have a strong incentive to follow a “buy-and-hold” 
investment strategy, under which you’d earn the 
favorable 15 percent rate on capital gains from 
selling an appreciated asset, such as a stock, that 
you’ve held at least one year. And the 15 percent 
rate on dividend taxes will continue to provide 
you with good reason to seek out those stocks 
that regularly pay dividends; besides offering an 
advantageous tax rate, dividends, when reinvested 
can help build your ownership stake in the 
dividend-paying investments. (Keep in mind, 
though, that companies are not obligated to pay 
dividends and can reduce or discontinue them at 
any time.)

•  Estate tax exemption set at $5 million per 
person. Under previous tax laws, the estate 
tax was scheduled to be repealed entirely for 
2010 only, and then return in 2011, with an 
exclusion amount of $1 million and a top tax 
rate of 55 percent. Under the new legislation, 
the exclusion amount for 2011 and 2012 is $5 
million per person ($10 million for married 
couples), with a top tax rate of 35 percent. The 
new law also includes a “portability” provision 
which can provide increased flexibility in estate 
planning between married couples to attain full 
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ImpOrtANt NUmberS

emerGeNCY NUmberS or 911
CenterPoint-Gas Leak .........................................713-659-3552
Constables Office .................. 281-376-3472, www.cd4.hctx.net
Klein Fire Dept.  .................................................281-376-4449
Poison Control Center ........................................800-764-7661
Willowbrook Methodist ......................................281-477-1000

SCHOOLS
Tomball ISD  .....................281-357-3100, www.tomballisd.net
Willow Creek Elem (K-4)....................................281-357-3080
Northpointe Int (5-6) ..........................................281-357-3020
Willow Wood Jr (7-8) .........................................281-357-3030
Tomball High (9-12) ...........................................281-357-3220
Transportation .....................................................281-357-3193

HOA mGmt
Chaparral Management Company ..................... 281-537-0957
 Kay Serventi ................kserventi@chaparralmanagement.com
 Fax  ..................................................................281-537-0312
 6630 Cypresswood Drive, Suite 100, Spring, Texas  
 Mailing:  P.O. Box 681007: Houston, Texas  77268-1007

SerVICeS
CPS .....................................................................713-626-5701
CenterPoint-Gas..................................................713-659-2111
Dead Animal Pick up ..........................................713-699-1113
Domestic Violence ..............................................281-401-6250
FBI ......................................................................713-693-5000
Harris County Animal Control ...........................281-999-3191
Houston Chronicle .............................................713-220-7211
Greater Houston Pool .........................................713-771-7665
Municipal District Services (24 hrs) ....................281-290-6500
Reliant–Street lights ............................................713-923-3213
  .......................................www.centerpointenergy.com/outage
Sex Offenders .......................................www.familywatchdog.us
Comcast - Cable/High Speed Internet .................713-341-1000
Waste Management .............................................713-686-6666
 Trash pickup Tues/Fri
 Recycling Fri (only newspapers/#1 & 2 plastics/aluminum cans)
Yard Stork  .........................................kpuente@garygreene.com

NeWSLetter
Editor ......................................... newsletter@myvillagecreek.net

(Deadline is the 10th of each month)
Publisher - Peel, Inc. ............................................512-263-9181

Advertising ...............advertising@PEELinc.com, 888-687-6444

reSIDeNt bOArD memberS
Don Rumsey ........................................don@myvillagecreek.net
Allison Pettiett ..................................allison@myvillagecreek.net
Jeff Lev .................................................. jeff@myvillagecreek.net
Tom Brogan ........................................ tom@myvillagecreek.net
Richard Moore ................................richard@myvillagecreek.net
Pool Card Info ............................ poolcards@myvillagecreek.net
Social Committee .............................. social@myvillagecreek.net

Craft Show
3/25-3/26

Cypress Fellowship
15014 Spring Cypress

10 am - 4 pm both days!
Spend the day with us shopping with your girlfriends! We will 

have local vendors and concessions!  A limited number of booths are 
still available for vendors.  Proceeds benefit the Cypress Fellowship 
building fund!  Please contact Erica Ryan for more information at 
713.632.4265.     

Do You Have Reason 
to Celebrate?

We want to hear from you! Email 
newsletter@myvillagecreek.net to let the community know!



Copyright © 2011 Peel, Inc.	 Village	Creek	Community	Newsletter - February 2011     �

The Village Gazette
Financial Focus - 
(Continued from Cover Page)

use of the $10 million exemption.  You’ll 
need to see your tax and legal advisors to 
determine what, if any, changes you’ll want 
to make to your estate plans for the next 
couple of years as these laws will sunset at 
the end of 2012.

•  Gift tax exemption set at $5 million per 
person.  Under previous tax laws, the gift 
tax exemption for lifetime gifts was $1 
million.  The new legislation increases the 
lifetime gift tax exemption to $5 million 
per person.  You should work with your 
tax and legal professionals to determine 
whether the new exemption amount 
provides opportunities for you to consider 
during the next two years.

 As always, changes in tax laws can have 
a big impact on your financial future — so 
stay informed and take the steps you need to 
keep progressing toward your goals. 

Recipe of the Month
Chocolate Chip Cookies

INGreDIeNtS
2 ¼ C. flour  • 1 tsp. vanilla
1 tsp. soda  • ½ tsp. water
1 tsp. salt  • 2 eggs
1 C. shortening • 12 oz. semi-sweet chocolate
¾ C. sugar       chips
¾ C. brown sugar • 1 C. chopped nuts 

DIreCtIONS 
Preheat oven to 375º. Combine flour, soda, & salt. Set aside. 

Combine shortening, sugars, vanilla, & water. Beat until creamy. 
Beat in eggs. Add flour mixture. Mix well. Stir in chips and nuts. 
Drop by well-rounded teaspoons onto greased baking sheet. Bake for 10-12 minutes.

•
•
•
•
•
•
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                              ARE YOU READY TO SELL? 

          

                  

               
              

Suzanne Ellison,CDPE,ASP,ABR
13611 Skinner Rd, Suite 100 
Cypress, TX 77429 
(281) 213-6278 Office 
(832) 212-1032 Cell 
www.SuzanneEllison.net
sellison@remax.net 

Each Office Independently Owned and Operated       

  For valuable real estate 
information go to 

www.SuzanneEllison.ne
t

In a competitive market you need an agent who knows 
how to make your home stand out! Compare my 

marketing plan to the competition. Call today to set up 
a no obligation appointment.

Comprehensive Home Marketing Package 
Accredited Staging Professional 

 Professional Photos and Virtual Tour 
Color Flyers 

Exceptional Internet Presence 
Personalized Service 

Village Creek Resident 

Improve running Workouts by Not running
Whether you are training for a marathon 

or just getting into shape, keeping a regular 
running schedule is important. But doctors 
at Baylor College of Medicine (www.bcm.
edu) say if you miss a workout, all is not lost. 
In fact, it can be beneficial. 

“Rest days are important for runners to 
prevent injury as well as increase muscle 
strength,” said Dr. Jane Corboy, associate 
professor of family and community medicine 
at BCM and certified sports medicine 
physician (http://www.baylorclinic.com/
find-a-doctor/details/index.cfm?id=231). 
“They allow the muscles to replenish 
glycogen (the energy source used during 
exercise) as well as allow the muscles to repair 
minor ‘wear and tear’ injuries.”

Running every day, even while sore, does 
not weaken the muscles or joints, but it may 
not allow them to recover enough to adapt 
to training as well, said Corboy.

Soreness is caused by microscopic tears 
to the muscle. It is part of adapting to a 
new activity and plays a role in eventually 
strengthening and conditioning the muscles, 
said Corboy. 

She adds that doing another hard workout 
during the peak soreness, usually 24 to 48 
hours after the workout that caused it, may 
result in increasing the inflammation and 
prolonging the pain. This could prevent 
gaining as much benefit out of the hard 
workout as you would if you did it when the 
muscles had recovered somewhat.

Doing a lighter workout or run may help 
with soreness but if the muscle is especially 
stiff, it may be better to do an alternative 
activity such as swimming or cycling, or 
take a day off from working out to allow 
recovery. 

Corboy also suggests including strength 
training, particularly of core muscles, in order 

to avoid injury and improve performance. 
Having weak core muscles makes the wear 
and tear of a long run become more and more 
magnified as the leg muscles fatigue. If the 
core is “wobbly” so are the hips, knees and 
ankles, she said. 

Corboy suggests 
talking to your 
doctor to find out 
what workouts 
w o u l d  b e 
b e s t  t o 
a d d  t o 
y o u r 
running 
schedule and 
when rest 
t imes are 
needed. 
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facebook.com/MrsPeriwinkle

twitter.com/Mrs_Periwinkle

Bashans Painting
 & Home Repair

• Interior & Exterior Painting
• Hardi Plank Installation
• Wood Replacement
• Sheetrock Repair
• Interior Carpentry
• Cabinet Painting
• Wallpaper Removal and Texturizing
• Pressure Washing
• Fence Repair/Replacement
• Garage Floor Epoxy
• Custom Staining
• Roofing
• Gutter Repair/Replacement
• Faux Painting

Commercial/Residential
Free Estimates

281-347-6702

References Available • Fully Insured
No PAymENt UNtIl ComPlEtIoN

281-731-3383cell

bashanspainting@earthlink.net

Cy-Fair ISD & Volunteers In public Schools (VIpS):
“iVolunteer”

“iVolunteer”!  Do you?  Or a better question would be “Do you 
want to volunteer?”  And if the answer is “yes” or even “maybe”, here’s 
the perfect group for you.  VIPS (Volunteers in Public Schools) in Cy-
Fair ISD center the attention of their service on supporting students 
and staff and making a significant contribution to the education of 
children.  These dedicated individuals, who give freely of their time 
and resources, impact the academic and personal development of 
Cy-Fair ISD students.  Cypress-Fairbanks ISD is fortunate to be able 
to draw from a diversity of skills and knowledge in its community. 

If you are interested in being involved at Cy-Fair schools as a volunteer 
and making a difference, or would like more information, please contact 
Pam Scott, Partners in Education Director at 281-894-3950. 

February 2010 Events
February 4 - Multicultural Meeting – 9:30 a.m. to 12:00 p.m., 
Berry Center. Open to all CFISD school staff, volunteers, parents 
and community members. The purpose of the CFISD Multicultural 
Committee is to raise the level of cultural understanding and respect by 
sharing information with the CFISD community to encourage cultural 
sensitivity and parental involvement to strengthen student success.

•

February 8 - Galveston Bay Training – 9:30 a.m. to 12 p.m., 
Berry Center. Open to all CFISD school staff, volunteers, and 
parents.  Learn how to present a TEKS based science lesson to 
4th grade students at your school. Students will learn about the 
importance of our bay and waterways and what measures can be 
taken to protect this life-giving estuary.
February 8 - PIE Student Mentor Training – 6 p.m. to 8 p.m., 
Berry Center. Training for individuals committed to serve as 
a role model and friend to CFISD students. District approved 
mentors meet with students weekly during school hours on  
school campuses. Along with this two hour training, an application 
and criminal background check are required.
February 10 - VIPS General Meeting – 9:30 a.m. to 12 p.m., 
Berry Center.  Open to all CFISD volunteers, parents, staff and 
community members.  Get the latest information on CFISD 
volunteering and learn through networking!
February 17 - VIPS TAG Team Meeting – 9:30 a.m. to 12 p.m., Berry 
Center. Training for individuals who are interested in working directly 
with students to help them reach their full academic potential.
February 22 - Galveston Bay Training – 9:30 a.m. to 12 p.m., 
Berry Center. 
Register for training by emailing the PIE office at vipsrsvp@cfisd.net.

•

•

•

•

•
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Scott terry, cPA
Personal and Business Taxes Done Right!

Get your  m a x i m u m  refund.
Have your 2010 taxes done by a local 
professional cPA.

contact Scott at 
713-398-7538 or

scott@scottterrycpa.com

At no time will any source be allowed to use The Village Gazette's contents, 
or loan said contents, to others in anyway, shape or form, nor in any media, 
website, print, film, e-mail, electrostatic copy, fax, or etc. for the purpose of 
solicitation, commercial use, or any use for profit, political campaigns, or other 
self amplification, under penalty of law without written or expressed permission 
from Peel, Inc. The information in The Village Gazette is exclusively for the 
private use of the Village Creek HOA and Peel, Inc.

DISCLAIMER: Articles and ads in this newsletter express the opinions 
of their authors and do not necessarily reflect the opinions of Peel, Inc. 
or its employees. Peel, Inc. is not responsible for the accuracy of any facts 
stated in articles submitted by others. The publisher also assumes no 
responsibility for the advertising content with this publication. All warranties 
and representations made in the advertising content are solely that of the 
advertiser and any such claims regarding its content should be taken up 
with the advertiser.
* The publisher assumes no liability with regard to its advertisers for misprints 
or failure to place advertising in this publication except for the actual cost 
of such advertising.
* Although every effort is taken to avoid mistakes and/or misprints, the 
publisher assumes no responsibility for any errors of information or 
typographical mistakes, except as limited to the cost of advertising as stated 
above or in the case of misinformation, a printed retraction/correction.
* Under no circumstances shall the publisher be held liable for incidental or 
consequential damages, inconvenience, loss of business or services, or any 
other liabilities from failure to publish, or from failure to publish in a timely 
manner, except as limited to liabilities stated above.

VIPS Tag Team  
Volunteer Orientation Scheduled

Cypress-Fairbanks ISD needs caring members of the community to 
join the State Award Winning VIPS TAG Team (Targeting Achievement 
Globally).  This team of volunteers works with the district’s helping 
teachers to tutor students in science and math on selected elementary 
school campuses.  The VIPS TAG Team was recently named a Crystal 
Award Winner by the Texas Association of Partners in Education because 
of its contributions to the students in Cy-Fair ISD.

You do not need to be a parent or family member of a student 
to become a volunteer team member.  You can become a global 
volunteer – a caring resident of the community who wants to help 
children reach their full academic potential.  No previous specialized 
knowledge or training is necessary; all training and materials will 
be provided by the campus helping teachers.   We do ask that team 
members be willing to volunteer on a consistent, weekly schedule 
so that the students receive the utmost benefit. 

An informal orientation meeting will be held on February 17, 
2011, from 9:30-11:30, at the Richard E. Berry Educational 
Support Center, 8877 Barker Cypress Road.  This meeting is a 
great opportunity to gather with district administrators, current 
TAG Team members and fellow volunteers to learn more about the 
program.  In order to keep up with increasing demand for tutors, we 
need your help! For more information, please contact Yvonne Bukowski 
(ybukowski@yahoo.com or 281-304-0185) or the CFISD Partners in 
Education Office (Pamela.scott@cfisd.net or 281-894-3950).  

Sudoku
The challenge is to fill every row across, every column down, and every
3x3 box with the digits 1 through 9. Each 1 through 9 digit must appear
only once in each row across, each column down, and each 3x3 box.

© 2007. Feature Exchange

Sudoku

*Solution at www.PEELinc.com

NOT AVAILABLE
ONLINE
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Kara Puente
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Village Creek Marketing Specialist

281-610-5402

R o c k    S o l i d    i n    R e a l    E s t a t e . ™

An unfortunate thing can happen if you choose the wrong agent — 
absolutely nothing! 

So, if your’re serious about selling and ready for Rock Solid results, 
please hire me ... I have a proven marketing plan 

with exclusive marketing programs 
and a track record of success. 

Please contact me today for all the details ... 
your profit is my priority!

An unfortunate thing can happen if you choose the wrong agent — 
absolutely nothing! 

So, if your’re serious about selling and ready for Rock Solid results, 
please hire me ... I have a proven marketing plan 

with exclusive marketing programs 
and a track record of success. 

Please contact me today for all the details ... 
your profit is my priority!

308 Meadowlark St.
Lakeway, TX 78734-4717


