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Cycling from Austin to Alaska 
To Fight Cancer

My name is Will Ragan and 
I am from Floresville, Texas, a 
small town just south of San 
Antonio. I am writing to you 
today because this summer 
I am cycling from Austin, 
Texas to Anchorage, Alaska 
to fight cancer. 

Yes, you read that correctly. I 
am not crazy, but am a member 
of the 2011 LiveSTRONG Texas 
4000 for Cancer team. We are 
a group of fifty-six students 
from the University of Texas at 
Austin who is working hard to 
raise money and awareness for 
the fight against cancer.  Next 
summer, my team and I will 
embark upon a 4,500 mile trek 
across North America in hopes 
of inspiring communities across 
the nation to help in the battle 
against cancer.  Starting June 
4th, 2011, we will cycle through 
various communities, make 
cancer awareness presentations, 
and educate people on cancer 
prevention and early detection.  
By sharing our experiences and 

enthusiasm, we will work to 
foster hope among those who 
are personally suffering from this 
disease.  Additionally, we hope 
to contribute over $400,000 
to cancer research with the 
American Cancer Society and 
MD Anderson Cancer Center. 

Each rider is responsible for 
raising $4,500. Please consider 
being a part of our group and 
sharing in our enthusiasm by 
making a much appreciated 
donation. Besides helping in a 
meaningful cause, your donation 
will be entirely tax-deductible 
as we are a registered 501(c)(3) 
non-profit organization. The 
proceeds  f rom our  event 
will go towards research for 
finding a cure for our nation's 
second leading cause of death.  
If you are so generous as to 
make a monetary contribution 
to support our cause, please 
send checks to the address 
below, made payable to Texas 
4000 with my name (Will 
Ragan) on the "payment for" 

line.  I highly encourage you 
to visit our website, www.
texas4000.org, for much more 
information or contact me with 
any questions that you may 
have. If you prefer to donate 
online you can do so from 
our team website by clicking 
on “Donate” and then the 

"Make a Donation" button and 
through PayPal, you can make a 
donation with your credit card. 
Don't forget: Put "Will Ragan" 
in the "Purpose" field, so I can 
receive credit for your donation. 
Anything you decide to donate 
will be greatly appreciated -  
no amount is too small.
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IMportant nuMbers
Sheriff ’s Department Dispatch (Non-emergency) .. 713-221-6000
Emergencies (If it’s happening NOW):   .................................911
Harris County Phone Numbers
 Animal Control (To report stray or dead animals) ..... 713-999-3191
 Flood Control: ..................................................... 713-684-4000
 Graffiti Reporting Hotline ................................... 713-437-6833
 Health Department (To report unsanitary, unsafe conditions)  
  ....................................................................... 713-439-6000
 Precinct 4 Commissioner’s Office, Jerry Eversole . 713-755-6444
Poison Control ....................................................... 800-222-1222
Street Light Outages Online
  ................................http://www.centerpointenergy.com/outage/
Waste Management (Trash Pick-up) ....................... 713-686-6666
Southwest Water (Billing Questions / Service Problems)
  ............................................................................ 713-405-1750
Cable/Internet/Phone...COMCAST ......................713-341-1000

edItor
Jason McCoy ..............................jasonandrewmccoy@hotmail.com
publIsher
Peel,Inc .................................www.peelinc.com, 888-687-6444
Advertising ..............advertising@PEELinc.com, 888-687-6444

newsletter Info

artIcle Info 
Woodedge Village HOA News is mailed monthly to all residents. 
Residents, community groups, schools, etc., are welcome to submit 
information. Personal news are also welcome. All submissions will 
be reviewed for content and approved by the Board of Directors 
and Newsletter Committee Chair. The deadline for submission 
is the 8th of the month before publication. 

Salena Harman ................President, Deed Restrictions Chairman
Jim Pollman ....................................Vice-President, Legal Liaison
Jim Cetrullo ..................................................Secretary, Contracts
Darra Harris .................................................................. Treasurer
Dave Casey........................................ Director, Deed Restrictions
Steve Harris ................................. Director, Architectural Control
Jason McCoy ...........Director, Pool, Tennis Courts,  Club House, 
Community Activities, Neighborhood Watch

If you need to get in touch with a director, call
281-469-0829.

board of dIrectors

don't want to waIt 
for the MaIl?

VISIT  WWW.PEELINC.COM FOR DETAILS.

2011 Maintenance fees
The recent vote on raising maintenance fees by $50 per year was 

only 30 votes short of passing.  That means that nearly 51% of our 
residents understand the value of having a solvent community. The 
main sticking point for many of the people who chose not to vote in 
favor of the much needed increase was the second provision on the 
ballot, which would have given the board of directors the ability to 
raise maintenance fees up to 5% of the annual fee at that given time, 
if needed, to meet budgetary requirements. It is extremely difficult 
to get a majority of residents to vote in favor of an increase; attempts 
have failed in the past that did not include this provision. The board 
of directors is made up of residents who have to pay maintenance 
fees like every other homeowner. They don’t want to pay high fees 
anymore than you do, but it simply costs more to run the subdivision 
than it did 23 years ago.

In light of Woodedge Village’s current budgetary situation and 
the fact that the last two increase attempts did not pass, the board 
of directors has voted to approve a Community Service Fee to 
all homeowners in order to pay the association’s bills. Woodedge 
Village has experienced a significant increase in expenses for basic 
services (e.g., street lights, trash collection) without an increase in 
maintenance fees since 1987. Pursuant to Section 204.010(a) of Title 
11 of the Texas Property Code (effective August 28, 1995), and with 
the approval of the subdivision’s legal counsel, the WVCIA Board of 
Directors is empowered pass on to residents a Community Service 
Fee to offset the actual costs of services provided to homeowners. 
Any such Community Service Fee constitutes a mandatory statutorily 
imposed charge. 

An additional $50 per household is an absolute necessity for 
Woodedge to remain solvent and replace our emergency funds. We 
are providing all the income and expense information a homeowner 
would need to agree with this fact. After reading the information 
presented in this newsletter, we anticipate all homeowners will pay 
the Community Service Fee without hesitation. However, if you 
have any questions, feel free to attend the next board meeting on 
Thursday, January 20, 2001, at 7pm at the clubhouse. Or, better 
yet, attend the annual homeowner’s meeting on Saturday, January 8, 
2011, 10am at the clubhouse. It is at this meeting the new directors 
are elected to serve on the board and make decisions affecting all 
homeowners. We encourage anyone interested in getting involved 
with their neighborhood to attend this meeting and consider running 
for a position on the board. 

Checking/
Savings Accounts  

19,735
22,474
22,937
18,438
7,071

 

Reserves 
 
27,917 
29,084 
31,400 
22,852 
14,169 
  

OVERALL 
TOTAL
47,652
51,558
54,337
41,290
21,240

Account Balances 
as of…

12/31/2006
12/31/2007
12/31/2008
12/31/2009
11/30/2010

    
(Continued on Page 3)
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2011 Maintenance Fees - (Continued from Page 2)

JOIN THE WV 
Yahoo Group

Stay Current on WV Issues and talk to neighbors.
Send your name and address to woodedgevillage@yahoo.com

or call 281-469-0829 and request to join.

Sign up to receive the Village Voice in your 
inbox. Visit PEELinc.com for details.

Go Green, Go Paperless

Please stop by for a tour, and see why Kids R Kids is the 
Best learning environment for your child. 

Now ENrolliNg iNfaNts, toddlErs, PrEschool, PrE-k & school-agE!
internet viewing of classrooms and lunchroom
Professional, age-appropriate curriculum, spanish & sign language
highly trained teachers & leads w/ child development accreditations
kids r kids, int’l is sacs accredited
Working towards our AdvancEd certification 
teachsmart® learning system/”sMart Board” -- high-tech, interactive 
education equipment & software designed for Preschoolers & Pre-k.
school-age program includes homework tutoring, wii, Playstation, art,
outdoor play, field trips, and more.

•
•
•
•
•
•

•

Jersey Village area
10708 Ranchstone 

at West Road 
(1 block East 

of Jones Road)
281-807-0999

www.kidsrkids4tx.com

Free Enrollment with Ad
Offer available to new 

customers only at initial 
enrollment at this location. 
Not valid with other offers. 

Expires May 30, 2011.

Reserves went up in 2007 and 2008 due to interest earned on CDs.  
As you know, interest rates have since dropped dismally. Reserves 
went down in 2009 due to $8,900 in repairs needed on common area 
fences after Hurricane Ike. The reserves have decreased  by $7,800 
to pay back taxes owed on land adjacent to the clubhouse. Checking 
account balances increased in 2007 and 2008 due to increased 
collections on past due accounts. But, overall, cash on hand has gone 
down since 2006. As of the date of this report, expenses for December 
2010 are still outstanding. Average monthly December expenses are 
approximately $11,000.00. If it were not for the residents who pay 
their annual maintenance fees before January 1, this would mean 
Woodedge Village would be in a deficit of roughly $4,000.00 and 
unable to pay the December 2010    bills. If an increase in income or 
major change to expenditures does not happen in 2011, the deficit 
will occur much earlier in the year, and we will most certainly be 
faced with very difficult decisions. 

As you can see from the numbers on page 5, Woodedge expenses 
exceeded income three out of the last five years. We had sufficient 
reserves and balances in the accounts to absorb the overages until 
now. If you look at the expenditures, the top six expense categories 
(Garbage, Pool, Street Lights, Lawn Maintenance and Other Utilities) 
account for more than 100% of the current budget. Typical annual 

budget is based on 100% of maintenance fees being collected, and 
100% collection is rare. Even if trash collection were reduced to 
once per week, it would not cut the bill in half because the contract 
is based on tonnage collected, not the number of trips made. The 
contract for garbage is up for renewal and the Board will do their 
best to negotiate a less expensive rate, however, there aren’t many 
places left to cut expenses.
     

ADVERTISE
YOUR BUSINESS

TO YOUR
NEIGHBORS



�     Village Voice  - March 2011 Copyright © 2011 Peel, Inc.

Woodedge Village

Experience the STAR treatment
foR  youRSElf

with low rates, award-winning customer service, and no surprises.

Sign up
online TODAY at 

www.StarTexpower.com

or call 866-917-8271.
use “neighborhood newsletter” as

your referral!
puCT #10089

Listen to Alan “Petrodamus” Lammey, host of ‘Energy Week’, 
every Sunday on 1070 KNTH in Houston.

Carlos and Alta Taveras at 
11919 Greencreek Circle are the 
Woodedge Village Yard of the 
Month winners for February.  
Their yard is just gorgeous, 
especially for February.  The 
roses and camelias are in full 
bloom and the grass is green.  
They made Woodedge Village 
their home on Valentines Day, 
1992.  Carlos played Soccer as 
a boy and is a Mechanic today.  
He is from El Salvadore and 
Alta is from the Dominican 
Republic.  The Taveras’ have 2 
children, a boy and a girl.

With Spring just around the 
corner, Alta and Carlos are sure 
to enjoy their gift certificate 
from RCW Nursery.

Submitted by:  Sharon Day

Yard  of  the  MonthYard  of  the  Month



Copyright © 2011 Peel, Inc. Village Voice - March 2011     �

Woodedge Village

  2006 2007 2008 2009 2010
INCOME     
Maintenance Fees 154,856 154,334 151,500 150,348 150,505
1Other Income 9,683 11,757 21,148 16,398 22,195
TOTAL INCOME 164,539 166,091 172,648 166,746 172,700

EXPENSES     
2Administrative 2,240 1,847 2,102 1,398 1,357
Civics 1,088 133 248 92 101
Clubhouse Maintenance 988 747 1,153 952 1,007
Other Common Area Maintenance 0 464 0 8,900 900
Pool Repair & Maintenance 26,222 1,258 870 3,590 492
Pool Contract 28,426 31,278 29,231 25,849 26,300
Tennis Court Repair & Maintenance 0 85 23 104 93 
Bookkeeping/Billing Services 8,150 8,750 8,925 9,900 8,675
Garbage 53,092 41,688 61,296 63,870 70,930
Lawn Maintenance 14,884 17,862 16,238 16,318 14,884
Mosquito Spraying 1,257 1,730 0 0 0 
Insurance 12,122 12,925 13,706 12,109 13,065
Legal & CPA Fees 3,819 8,312 2,821 1,998 2,083
Taxes 528 470 476 487 7,818
Street Lights 20,956 21,467 19,964 18,037 20,896
3All Other Utilities 17,410 14,339 13,097 16,468 14,798
TOTAL EXPENSES 191,182 163,355 170,150 180,072 183,399

OVERALL TOTAL -26,643 2,736 2,498 -13,326 -10,699
 
1 Includes late fees, interest income, clubhouse rentals, title transfers and other fees, donations, pool tags, legal fees and judgments, past 

year collections
2 Includes bank charges, printing, postage, post office box rental, office supplies
3 Includes all other electricity, gas, water, telephone

woodedge IncoMe & expenses

Make an impact.
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tIps for MasterIng 
the farMers’ 

Market
By Melanie Dragger, M.Com.

Many people are taking steps to improve 
their health and the environment by eating 
organically grown and raised foods. While 
some people are selecting organic items at 
their local grocery store, farmers’ markets 
are becoming increasingly popular. Over 
the past year, according to the Department 
of Agriculture, the number of farmers’ 
markets in the U.S. increased by 858, or 
16 percent, from 5,274 in 2009 to 6,132 in 
2010. When the USDA first began tracking 
farmers’ markets in 1994, there were only 
1,755 markets.

Outside of growing your own produce 
and raising your own livestock, shopping at 
a farmers’ market is the best way to obtain 
fresh, local, and seasonal fruits, vegetables, 
and herbs, as well as farm-fresh eggs, meat, 
poultry, and dairy products. Many farmers’ 
markets also offer artisan breads, honey, and 
seasonal jams, jellies, and preserves. 

below are tips to help you master 
your local farmers’ market:
1. Do Your Research – Before heading to 

the market, research what produce is in 
season in your area. Since all products sold 
at a farmer’s market may not be organic, 
and some organic products sold may not 
be certified, familiarize yourself with the 
organic certification process and product 
labeling. Information on the USDA’s 
National Organic Program can be found 
at http://www.ams.usda.gov/nop.

2. Bring Your Own Containers – While some 

vendors have bags and boxes available for 
customers, bringing your own containers 
is the best way to ensure you will be able 
to transport and protect your purchases 
properly. Additionally, recycling containers 
helps the environment by reducing the 
number of natural resources used to 
produce new ones. 

3. Bring Cash – Swing by your bank or ATM 
before hitting the farmers’ market. Most 
vendors do not accept checks or credit cards. 
Bring small bills, since it may be difficult 
for some vendors to make change.

4. Go Early or Go Late – The best items 
usually go first, so try to get to the market 
early. However, before making a purchase, 
take a quick trip down the aisles, since 
prices can vary greatly among vendors. If 
you can’t make it to the market when it first 
opens, go at the end of the market day to 
catch deals from vendors trying to unload 
their remaining products.

5. Speak with Vendors – Shopping at a farmers’ 
market allows you an opportunity to speak 
directly with growers and farmers. Not 
familiar with Swiss chard? Looking for a 
new way to prepare eggplant? Most vendors 
love to share their knowledge, including 
discussing their production methods, 
providing storage and transportation advice, 
and sharing recipes and cooking tips.

Buying organic products at your local farmers’ 
market offers numerous benefits, including 
boosting the local economy, reducing the amount 

of toxic chemicals that enter your body and the 
environment, and decreasing the amount of fossil 
fuels used to transport products to consumers. 
However, organic products can be more expensive 
than conventionally grown and raised products, 
and some organic products may be difficult to 
find in some areas. If going 100% organic is not 
feasible, use the following list as a guide. According 
to the 2010 report of the Environmental Working 
Group, a non-profit organization specializing in 
research and advocacy related to public health and 
the environment, these 12 fruits and vegetables 
consistently contained the highest amount of 
pesticides when conventionally grown, and should 
be consumed in organic form when possible:

1. Celery
2. Peaches
3. Strawberries
4. Apples
5. Blueberries (domestic)
6. Nectarines
7. Sweet Bell Peppers
8. Spinach
9. Cherries 
10. Kale/Collard Greens
11. Potatoes
12. Grapes (imported)

The EWG’s annual ranking of produce 
pesticide contamination is based on its 
analysis of tests conducted by the USDA and 
the federal Food and Drug Administration. 
More information on the EWG, as well as 
the full list of fruits and vegetables ranked, 
can be found at http://www.ewg.org.

More information on the EWG, as well as the full list of fruits and vegetables ranked, 
can be found at http://www.ewg.org.
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printconcept

DISCLAIMER: Articles and ads in this newsletter express the opinions 
of their authors and do not necessarily reflect the opinions of Peel, Inc. 
or its employees. Peel, Inc. is not responsible for the accuracy of any facts 
stated in articles submitted by others. The publisher also assumes no 
responsibility for the advertising content with this publication. All warranties 
and representations made in the advertising content are solely that of the 
advertiser and any such claims regarding its content should be taken up 
with the advertiser.
* The publisher assumes no liability with regard to its advertisers for misprints 
or failure to place advertising in this publication except for the actual cost 
of such advertising.
* Although every effort is taken to avoid mistakes and/or misprints, the 
publisher assumes no responsibility for any errors of information or 
typographical mistakes, except as limited to the cost of advertising as stated 
above or in the case of misinformation, a printed retraction/correction.
* Under no circumstances shall the publisher be held liable for incidental or 
consequential damages, inconvenience, loss of business or services, or any 
other liabilities from failure to publish, or from failure to publish in a timely 
manner, except as limited to liabilities stated above.

At no time will any source be allowed to use The Village Voice contents, or 
loan said contents, to others in anyway, shape or form, nor in any media, 
website, print, film, e-mail, electrostatic copy, fax, or etc. for the purpose of 
solicitation, commercial use, or any use for profit, political campaigns, or 
other self amplification, under penalty of law without written or expressed 
permission from Peel, Inc. The information in the newsletter  is exclusively 
for the private use of  Peel, Inc. and the Woodedge Village HOA. 

Do You Have Reason  to Celebrate?
We want to hear from you! Email jasonandrewmccoy@

hotmail.com to let the community know!

NOT AVAILAbLE
ONLINE
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ADVERTISE

 Call Today 512-263-9181.

Right on mark
for your 

target audience


