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What is life like today for a typical ten year 
old boy?  Skateboards, bicycles, computer 
games, school with kids he has known since 
he started kinder garden, neighborhood 
friends to hang out with, parents that make 
him clean his room and take a bath on a 
regular basis, but are always there for him; 

Meet Nathan

grandparents that spoil him?  For a child 
in the foster care system, many of these 
things are missing.  And those are the most 
important, namely the relationships with 
family and long term friends that tend to 
build trust and security that help the child 
develop a strong sense of self and build on 
self-esteem.

Meet Nathan, an active 10 year old child in 
foster care. He loves the Texas Longhorns and 
is a talented football and basketball player. 
He enjoys school, has lots of friends and is 
always respectful to his teacher.  Nathan 
has so much potential for the future and in 
finding his forever home, he is destined to 
reach all of it!!



�     The Bulletin - June 2011	 Copyright © 2011 Peel, Inc.

The Bulletin

EMERGENCY NUMBERS
EMERGENCY ...................................................911
Ambulance / Fire..................................................911

Schools
Dripping Springs ISD......................... 512-858-3000
Dripping Springs Elementary.............. 512-858-3700
Walnut Springs Elementary................. 512-858-3800
Rooster Springs Elementary................. 512-465-6200
Dripping Springs Middle School......... 512-858-3400
Dripping Springs High School............ 512-858-3100

Utilities
Water – WCID # 1 & 2...................... 512-246-0498
Trash – Texas Disposal......................... 512-246-0498
Gas – Texas Community Propane........ 512-272-5503
Electricity – Pedernales Electric........... 512-858-5611

OTHER
Oak Hill Post Office ........................... 512-892-2794
Animal Control................................... 512-393-7896

Newsletter Publisher
Peel, Inc.............................................. 512-263-9181
Article Submissions...................belterra@peelinc.com
Advertising.......................... advertising@peelinc.com

Important Numbers

Not Available Online

“Austin Business Partners”
The Premier Professional Network 

Business owners, marketing pro�s and sales reps� are you looking for 
a low cost networking event that does not have restrictive attendance 
mandates or industry limits? If so, we have good news!  An exciting 
and flexible networking group for full-time professionals has landed 
in southwest Austin.

Austin Business Partners, the premier professional network 
welcomes all business owners who share a deep commitment to 
SHARING, INTEGRITY, and SERVICE TO OTHERS to their 
weekly networking lunch at Mandola�s Italian Market in the ARBOR 
TRAILS retail center, (located at S. MOPAC and W. William 
Cannon), each and every Tuesday starting at 11:30 a.m.  

For more information go to www.AustinBusinessPartners.com or 
call Melinda @ 512-288-8088.

512.291.7050
info@topchoicelanddesign.com
www.topchoicelanddesign.com

Free
Consultation

Landscape Design 
and Installation
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Stability of loving relationships and predictability in a safe 
environment are essential elements to help each child reach their 
potential.  Finding a “Forever Family” for a child like Nathan is 
critical to his continued growth and development.  As long as kids 
like Nathan remain in the foster care system, they always have the 
mindset that tomorrow may mean another foster home, another 
school, another set of parents to adjust to.  Could you help Nathan 
or other children like him to gain the trust and security that comes 
with having a permanent family?

Adopting a child from the foster care system requires little or no 
cost to the adoptive family and funding may be available to help the 
adoptive family support the child or sibling group.

For more information, please contact Stephanie Berka, Wendy’s 
Wonderful Kids Recruiter, Adoption Coalition of Texas at 512-450-
8750 or email at stephanieberka@adopttexas.org

To learn more about the adoption process and the Adoption 
Coalition of Texas, please call Bruce Thompson at 512-301-2825 or 
visit our website at http://www.adoptioncoalitiontx.org

Advertise 
Your Business Here

888-687-6444

vacation bible school | june 13-17

GREAT HILLS BAPTIST CHURCH

WATCH LIVE
services Sunday mornings

or view any time at

www.ghbc.org
Sunday Schedule

10:00 am - 10:00 am - Worship
8:30 & 11:30 am - Bible Life Groups (all ages)

10500 Jollyville Road | Austin, Texas  78759

512.343.7763

Celebrate America!
Patriotic Celebration
Honoring All Military Personnel 

for Their Service to the USA

June 26 | 10:00 am

A Man
After God’s 
Own Heart
New Sunday 

Morning Series

Healthy Body
Healthy Mind
Healthy Life

beneFITby.com
Sign Up Now!

Grand Opening Special
Consecutive Days
of Unlimited Yoga

for
Oak Grove Blvd.

Debba Dr.

Hudson
Bend Rd.

Child Care
available!

1607 RR 620 N | Lakeway, TX 78734       512.761.7179

Bikram Yoga
Now in Lakeway!

Discover the beneFITs of Bikram Yoga

beneFIT bikram yoga
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statefarm.com®

Roll out the welcome mat for great savings on your 
homeowners insurance. Contact my office today for a quote.

Welcome Home Savings.
New lower homeowners rates.

State Farm Fire and Casualty Company, State Farm General Insurance Company, Bloomington, IL
State Farm Florida Insurance Company, Winter Haven, FL, State Farm Lloyds, Dallas, TX

P078039 10/07

Mark Handley, Agent
800 W Hwy 290
Dripping Springs, TX 78620
Bus: 512-894-4470
www.markhandley.com

*Annual Percentage Rate. All rates are expressed “as low as”. Actual rate may vary depending 
on credit qualifications. **Rate applies to 1st lien commercial real estate loans with a loan 

to value of 80% or less; construction/development loan rates/terms 
may be vary.  Rates and terms are subject to change without notice. 
Austin Telco Federal Credit Union is federally insured to at least 
$250,000 per member by the National Credit Union Administration.

Commercial Real 
Estate Loans
5 Years 
Fixed

7 Years 
Fixed

4.99%**

5.25%**

Home Equity 
Loans

4.45%*

4.75%*

New Automobile
Loans
Up to
48 Mo.

60 Mo.
2.85%*

2.95%*

10 Years 
Fixed

15 Years 
Fixed

W
W

W
.A

T
FC

U
.O

R
G

   
   

   
   

   
   

 L
oc

al
51

2.
30

2.
55

55
To

ll 
Fr

ee
 8

00
.2

52
.1

31
0

Are you 
ready for
an upgrade?
Spring into an auto 
loan from Austin Telco.

Apply online or contact 
a loan speciliast today! 
800.252.1310 Ext. 7194

21 Metro Locations Austin. Bastrop. 
Buda. Cedar Park. 
Georgetown. 
Lakeway. Leander. 
Round Rock. 
Pflugerville. San 
Marcos. Taylor.

250+ Free ATMs Across Texas
Free Personal & Business Checking
Excellent Savings & Loan Rates

Follow us at twitter.com/austintelco.

(Continued on Page 6)

FINANCIAL FOCUS
Know Your Investment Risks — and How to Respond 

When you invest, you take some risks. While you can’t totally 
avoid these risks, you can take steps to help reduce their impact and 
increase your comfort level. And the more comfortable you are with 
your investments, the easier it will be to follow a long-term strategy 
that can help you meet your goals. 

Let’s look at the most common types of risk related to investing, 
along with some suggestions on helping to reduce these risks: 

Losing principal — This type of risk is most closely associated with 
investing. For example, when you purchase a stock, you know that 
its value could go up or down. If it drops below your purchase price, 
and you then sell your shares, you will lose some of your principal. 

Your response — You can’t eliminate the risk of losing principal, but 
by owning a mix of stocks, bonds, government securities and other 
types of investments, you can help reduce the impact of volatility on 
your portfolio. Keep in mind, though, that diversification, by itself, 
can’t guarantee a profit or protect against loss. 

Losing value when interest rates change — This type of risk 
primarily affects fixed-income investments, such as bonds. If you 
purchase a bond that pays, say, a 4% interest rate, and the market 
rate goes up to 5%, then the value of your bond will drop because 

no one will be willing to pay you the full price for it when newer, 
higher-yielding bonds are available. 

Your response — You can combat, or even ignore, interest rate 
risk by holding your bonds until they mature. By doing so, you’ll get 
your full principal back, provided the issuer doesn’t default, and you’ll 
continue to receive regular interest payments unless the bonds are 
“called,” or repurchased by the issuer. (You can help protect against 
this by purchasing bonds that have some degree of “call protection” 
and by owning bonds with different maturities.) 

Losing purchasing power — This risk largely applies to fixed-rate 
investments such as certificates of deposit (CDs). To illustrate: If you 
purchase a CD that pays 2%, and the inflation rate is 3%, you are 
actually losing purchasing power.

Your response — Despite their vulnerability to inflation, CDs can 
offer you some valuable benefits, such as preservation of principal. 
Yet if you are concerned about fighting inflation, you may want to 
look for investments than have the potential to offer rising income, 
such as dividend-paying stocks. In fact, you can find stocks that have 
increased their dividends for many consecutive years. (Be aware, 
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ADVERTISE YOUR BUSINESS
TO YOUR NEIGHBORS

Pruning Guidelines 
for Prevention of Oak Wilt in Texas 

Oak wilt, caused by the fungus Ceratocystis fagacearum, is the 
most destructive disease affecting live oaks and red oaks in Central 
Texas. Most of the tree mortality results from treeto-tree spread 
of the pathogen through interconnected or grafted root systems, 
once an oak wilt center becomes established. New infection centers 
begin when beetles carry oak wilt fungal spores from infected red 
oaks to fresh, open wounds on healthy oaks. Wounds include any 
damage caused by wind, hail, vehicles, construction, squirrels, birds 
or pruning. Research has shown that both oak wilt fungal mats on 
infected red oaks and insects that carry oak wilt spores are most 
prevalent in the spring. Below is a brief description of how you can 
reduce the risk of fungal spread when pruning. 

•	 Always paint fresh wounds on oaks, including pruning cuts and 
stumps, with wound dressing or latex paint immediately after 
pruning or live tree removal at all times of the year. 

•	 Clean all pruning tools with 10% bleach solution or Lysol™ 
between sites and/or trees. 

•	 If possible avoid pruning or wounding of oaks during the spring 
(currently defined as February1 through June 30). Reasons to 
prune in the spring include: 

To accommodate public safety concerns such as hazardous 
limbs, traffic visibility or emergency utility line clearance.  

To repair damaged limbs (from storms or other anomalies) 

To remove limbs rubbing on a building or rubbing on other 
branches, and to raise low limbs over a street. 

On sites where construction schedules take precedence, pruning 
any live tissue should only be done to accommodate required 
clearance. 

Dead branch removal where live tissue is not exposed. 











Pruning for other reasons (general tree health, non-safety related 
clearance or thinning, etc.) should be conducted before February 1 
or after June 30. 

Debris from diseased red oaks should be immediately chipped, 
burned or buried. Regardless of the reasons or time of year, proper 
pruning techniques should be used. These techniques include making 
proper pruning cuts and avoiding injurious practices such as topping 
or excessive crown thinning. If you are uncertain about any of this 
information, you should consult with a Texas Oak Wilt Certified 
arborist, ISA Certified Arborist, or an oak wilt specialist from a city, 
county or state government agency such as the Texas Forest Service 
or Texas AgriLife Extension Service. 

References (available at http://www.TexasOakWilt.org): 
Appel, D.N., and R.F. Billings (eds.). 1995. Oak wilt perspectives: 

Proceedings of the Nation Oak Wilt Symposium, June 22-25, 
1992. Austin, TX. Information Development, Houston, TX. 217 
p. Billings, R.F., and D.N. Appel (eds.). 2009. Proceedings of the 
National Oak Wilt Symposium. June 4-7, 2007, Austin, TX. Texas 
Forest Service Publication166. 267p. 

Prepared January 12th, 2011 in cooperation between Texas Forest 
Service, Texas AgriLife 

Extension Service and 
International Society of 
Arboriculture Texas 
Chapter.
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At no time will any source be allowed to use The Bulletin's contents, or loan 
said contents, to others in anyway, shape or form, nor in any media, website, 
print, film, e-mail, electrostatic copy, fax, or etc. for the purpose of solicitation, 
commercial use, or any use for profit, political campaigns, or other self 
amplification, under penalty of law without written or expressed permission 
from Peel, Inc. The information in the Belterra Bulletin is exclusively for the 
private use of the Belterra HOA and Peel, Inc.

DISCLAIMER: Articles and ads in this newsletter express the opinions 
of their authors and do not necessarily reflect the opinions of Peel, Inc. 
or its employees. Peel, Inc. is not responsible for the accuracy of any facts 
stated in articles submitted by others. The publisher also assumes no 
responsibility for the advertising content with this publication. All warranties 
and representations made in the advertising content are solely that of the 
advertiser and any such claims regarding its content should be taken up 
with the advertiser.
* The publisher assumes no liability with regard to its advertisers for misprints 
or failure to place advertising in this publication except for the actual cost 
of such advertising.
* Although every effort is taken to avoid mistakes and/or misprints, the 
publisher assumes no responsibility for any errors of information or 
typographical mistakes, except as limited to the cost of advertising as stated 
above or in the case of misinformation, a printed retraction/correction.
* Under no circumstances shall the publisher be held liable for incidental or 
consequential damages, inconvenience, loss of business or services, or any 
other liabilities from failure to publish, or from failure to publish in a timely 
manner, except as limited to liabilities stated above.

Walk in Paint-your-own-pottery and fused glass; 
Art Camps, Clay Class and Art Storytimes

New location in Far Southwest Austin
www.theartgarageAustin.com

512-852-9900

Beat the Heat
With Cool Art!

Receive

10%
OFF

with this ad.

Financial Focus - (Continued from Page 4)

though, that companies can reduce or eliminate dividends at any 
time. Also, an investment in stocks fluctuates, and you could lose 
your principal.) 

 Apart from these individual techniques to reduce investment-
related risk, you should also save early and save often — because the 
more money you accumulate, the greater your ability to follow a long-
term strategy that reflects your personal risk tolerance. That’s why 
it’s a good idea to contribute as much as 
possible over the years to your IRA and 
401(k) or other employer-sponsored 
retirement plan.      

By understanding the different 
types of investment risk, and 
by acting to help lessen 
them, you can reduce 
much of the stress 
sometimes associated 
with investing — 
while you increase 
y o u r  p r o s p e c t s 
for achieving your 
objectives. 
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#1 in Residential Listings SOLD every year, 
since 2002, in the DRIPPING SPRINGS ISD area.

Gary Steele
Broker-Associate, 

ABR, CRS
512-829-2042

512-426-9800 Cell
garysteele@realtor.com

www.AustinHomeandLand.com
Each office is independently 

owned & operated

Belterra Resident

P090106 04/09
State Farm Mutual Automobile Insurance Company, State Farm Indemnity Company, Bloomington, IL

Being
there
is why
I’m here.

Lee Ann LaBorde, Agent
8400 Brodie Lane, Suite 105

Austin, TX 78745
Bus: (512) 276-8249

www.leeannlaborde.net
Hablamos Español

Get discounts up to

I’m always looking for ways
to make your car insurance dollars
work harder. Like a good
neighbor, State Farm is there.
CALL FOR A QUOTE 24/7

40%

®

Recipe of the Month Chili Con Queso

-Melt cheese in double boiler with milk. Saute onions, 
garlic in margarine until soft but not brown. 
-Add green chilies, pimentos and taco sauce.
-Cook about 10 minutes covered.
-Add cheese mixture.
-Blend well, but do not boil. Serve hot or cold. -Keeps 
well in a glass jar in refrigerator.
-Reheat in double boiler or microwave.
-Can be used as a dip, or a sauce on broccoli,
cauliflower, or green beans; or a spread for toast or 
stuffing for celery. All 1 T to scrambled egg for
“eggs Espanole”.

INGREDIENTS

2 lbs. Velveeta cheese, cubed
1 - 13 oz. can evaporated milk
¼ lb. margarine
2 onions, chopped fine
2 or 3 garlic buds, minced
12 or 14 whole green chilies, seeded & mashed
1 large jar pimentos, chopped
1 large can taco sauce

•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
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