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FINANCIAL FOCUS
Know Your Investment Risks — and How to Respond 

When you invest, you take some risks. While you can’t totally 
avoid these risks, you can take steps to help reduce their impact and 
increase your comfort level. And the more comfortable you are with 
your investments, the easier it will be to follow a long-term strategy 
that can help you meet your goals. 

Let’s look at the most common types of risk related to investing, 
along with some suggestions on helping to reduce these risks: 

Losing principal — This type of risk is most closely associated with 
investing. For example, when you purchase a stock, you know that 
its value could go up or down. If it drops below your purchase price, 
and you then sell your shares, you will lose some of your principal. 

Your response — You can’t eliminate the risk of losing principal, but 
by owning a mix of stocks, bonds, government securities and other 
types of investments, you can help reduce the impact of volatility on 
your portfolio. Keep in mind, though, that diversification, by itself, 
can’t guarantee a profit or protect against loss. 

Losing value when interest rates change — This type of risk 
primarily affects fixed-income investments, such as bonds. If you 
purchase a bond that pays, say, a 4% interest rate, and the market rate 
goes up to 5%, then the value of your bond will drop because 
no one will be willing to pay you the full price for it when 
newer, higher-yielding bonds are available. 

Your response — You can combat, or even ignore, 
interest rate risk by holding your bonds until they mature. 
By doing so, you’ll get your full principal back, 
provided the issuer doesn’t default, and you’ll 
continue to receive regular interest payments 
unless the bonds are “called,” or repurchased 

by the issuer. (You can help protect against this by purchasing bonds 
that have some degree of “call protection” and by owning bonds with 
different maturities.) 

Losing purchasing power — This risk largely applies to fixed-rate 
investments such as certificates of deposit (CDs). To illustrate: If you 
purchase a CD that pays 2%, and the inflation rate is 3%, you are 
actually losing purchasing power.

Your response — Despite their vulnerability to inflation, CDs can 
offer you some valuable benefits, such as preservation of principal. 
Yet if you are concerned about fighting inflation, you may want to 
look for investments than have the potential to offer rising income, 
such as dividend-paying stocks. In fact, you can find stocks that have 
increased their dividends for many consecutive years. (Be aware, 
though, that companies can reduce or eliminate dividends at any 
time. Also, an investment in stocks fluctuates, and you could lose 
your principal.) 

 Apart from these individual techniques to reduce investment-
related risk, you should also save early and save often — because 
the more money you accumulate, the greater your ability to follow a 

long-term strategy that reflects your personal risk tolerance. That’s 
why it’s a good idea to contribute as much as possible over the 

years to your IRA and 401(k) or other employer-sponsored 
retirement plan.      

By understanding the different types of investment risk, 
and by acting to help lessen them, you can reduce much 

of the stress sometimes associated with investing — 
while you increase your prospects for achieving 

your objectives. 
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Advertising Information
Please support the businesses that advertise in the  Long 
Canyon Gazette. Their advertising dollars make it possible for 
all Long Canyon residents to receive the monthly newsletter 
at no charge. No homeowners association funds are used to 
produce or mail the newsletters. If you would like to support 
the newsletter by advertising, please contact our sales office at 
512-263-9181 or advertising@PEELinc.com. The advertising 
deadline is the 8th of each month for the following month's 
newsletter.

Classified ads
Personal classifieds (one time sell items, such as a used 
bike...) run at no charge to Long Canyon residents, limit 30 
words, please e-mail longcanyon@peelinc.com
Business classifieds (offering a service or product line for 
profit) are $50, limit 40 words, please contact Peel, Inc. Sales 
Office @ 512-263-9181 or advertising@PEELinc.com.

Not Available Online

Go Green
Go Paperless
Sign up to receive The Long Canyon Gazette in your inbox. 
Visit PEELinc.com for details.

Four Points Chamber of  
Commerce June Luncheon 
Features Austin Better Business Bureau 

Speaker, Gabriel Perales On  
The Importance of Trust Recognition  

for your Business
Four  Point s  Chamber  o f 

Commerce hosts Gabriel Perales, 
Trade Practices Manager at 
Austin Better Business Bureau 
as guest speaker for the Four 
Points Chamber’s June Luncheon. 
Perales will be speaking about BBB 
Accreditation and what it means 
for businesses. Perales will talk 
about the impact of trust factors for 
your business and website and how 
trust factors promote conversion.  
Four Points Chamber luncheons 
provide stimulating discussions for 
local individuals, businesses and 
organizations to gain new insights 

and foster business growth. Membership is not a requirement to 
come to the luncheon but you’ll want to register online to ensure 
your seat and receive early-bird discount pricing!

Thursday, June 16, 2011
From 11:30 a.m. to 1p.m. 

At River Place Country Club, 4207 River Place Boulevard.   

You can find all the details and register on the Four Points 
Chamber of Commerce Web site www.fourpointschamber.com.  
While you are at the Chamber’s Web site be sure to check out the 
other networking activities offered by the chamber, including the bi-
monthly Connectors networking meetings at Concordia University 
and monthly Happy Hour.  On Thursday, May 26th join us at 
Longhorn Village located at 12501 Longhorn Parkway in Steiner 
Ranch where we’ll also be celebrating our monthly Happy Hour.   

The Four Points Chamber of Commerce provides networking 
opportunities through social gatherings, luncheons and business 
network meetings. Now well over 100 members strong and growing, 
the Four Points Chamber of Commerce brings businesses together 
along Highway 620 from Hudson Bend and Mansfield Dam to 
Anderson Mill, and along Ranch Road 2222 from Jester to Volente, 
to support business growth in the community. For more information 
about upcoming events contact us at FourPointsChamber@gmail.
com, visit www.fourpointschamber.com or call (512) 551-0390.  
Membership inquiries may also be sent directly to membership@
FourPointsChamber.com.
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GREAT HILLS
BAPTIST CHURCH

WATCH LIVE
services Sunday mornings

or view any time at

www.ghbc.org
Sunday ScheduleSunday Schedule

10:00 am - Worship
8:30 & 11:30 am - Bible Life Groups (all ages)

10500 Jollyville Road | Austin, Texas  78759

512.343.7763

Celebrate America!
Patriotic Celebration
Honoring All Military Personnel 

for Their Service to the USA

June 26 | 10:00 am

A Man
After God’s 
Own Heart
New Sunday 

Morning Series

vacation 
bible school

june 13-17

Austin Newcomers Club April Luncheon
Austin Newcomers is a social organization dedicated to introducing 

residents to the Austin Community and giving them the opportunity 
to meet and make new friends.  Join us at our monthly luncheon as 
well as take the opportunity to learn about and become involved in 
many varied fun Interest groups.

Time:  11:00 AM Social - 12 Noon Luncheon

Date:  June 15, 2011

For Luncheon Reservations email: 
 LuncheonDirector@AustinNewcomers.com  

or Diane Israelson 512-467-4979

For other Newcomers information 
 visit www.austinnewcomers.com or call 512-314-5100

Enhancing business while giving to the community
After experiencing some life changing events, Laurie Loew created 

a business model focused on helping others and giving back to the 
community. 

She soon found out that she had created a “social” business, 
and was at the forefront of a new business model called “social 
entrepreneurship”. 

She was now being consulted by business owners and organizations 
on how businesses could become more “socially responsible”.  
Helping others realize the benefits of giving – both personally and 
professionally – has become Laurie’s passion.

Starting a business during a poor economic climate was not easy. 
Then there was the perception that the industry is largely self-
serving. Laurie chose to focus on the opportunities and embarked 
on a mission to create value beyond the bottom line. In doing so, 
she created a business, which gives back to the community, thereby 
enriching the lives of those who are helped and a sense of satisfaction 
for herself for the good that comes from it.  

Since she started this business, she has been able to donate over 
$110,000 to the nonprofit community in less than three years.  She 
is also the proud recipient of the 2010 Ethics in Business Award.

Laurie will share how she came upon this idea, how she put it in 
practice and what she has learned from doing this.
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ADVERTISE YOUR BUSINESS
TO YOUR NEIGHBORS

Pruning Guidelines 
for Prevention of Oak Wilt in Texas 

Oak wilt, caused by the fungus Ceratocystis fagacearum, is the 
most destructive disease affecting live oaks and red oaks in Central 
Texas. Most of the tree mortality results from treeto-tree spread 
of the pathogen through interconnected or grafted root systems, 
once an oak wilt center becomes established. New infection centers 
begin when beetles carry oak wilt fungal spores from infected red 
oaks to fresh, open wounds on healthy oaks. Wounds include any 
damage caused by wind, hail, vehicles, construction, squirrels, birds 
or pruning. Research has shown that both oak wilt fungal mats on 
infected red oaks and insects that carry oak wilt spores are most 
prevalent in the spring. Below is a brief description of how you can 
reduce the risk of fungal spread when pruning. 

•	 Always paint fresh wounds on oaks, including pruning cuts and 
stumps, with wound dressing or latex paint immediately after 
pruning or live tree removal at all times of the year. 

•	 Clean all pruning tools with 10% bleach solution or Lysol™ 
between sites and/or trees. 

•	 If possible avoid pruning or wounding of oaks during the spring 
(currently defined as February1 through June 30). Reasons to 
prune in the spring include: 

To accommodate public safety concerns such as hazardous 
limbs, traffic visibility or emergency utility line clearance.  

To repair damaged limbs (from storms or other anomalies) 

To remove limbs rubbing on a building or rubbing on other 
branches, and to raise low limbs over a street. 

On sites where construction schedules take precedence, pruning 
any live tissue should only be done to accommodate required 
clearance. 

Dead branch removal where live tissue is not exposed. 











Pruning for other reasons (general tree health, non-safety related 
clearance or thinning, etc.) should be conducted before February 1 
or after June 30. 

Debris from diseased red oaks should be immediately chipped, 
burned or buried. Regardless of the reasons or time of year, proper 
pruning techniques should be used. These techniques include making 
proper pruning cuts and avoiding injurious practices such as topping 
or excessive crown thinning. If you are uncertain about any of this 
information, you should consult with a Texas Oak Wilt Certified 
arborist, ISA Certified Arborist, or an oak wilt specialist from a city, 
county or state government agency such as the Texas Forest Service 
or Texas AgriLife Extension Service. 

References (available at http://www.TexasOakWilt.org): 
Appel, D.N., and R.F. Billings (eds.). 1995. Oak wilt perspectives: 

Proceedings of the Nation Oak Wilt Symposium, June 22-25, 
1992. Austin, TX. Information Development, Houston, TX. 217 
p. Billings, R.F., and D.N. Appel (eds.). 2009. Proceedings of the 
National Oak Wilt Symposium. June 4-7, 2007, Austin, TX. Texas 
Forest Service Publication166. 267p. 

Prepared January 12th, 2011 in cooperation between Texas Forest 
Service, Texas AgriLife 

Extension Service and 
International Society of 
Arboriculture Texas 
Chapter.
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*Annual Percentage Rate. All rates are expressed “as low as”. Actual rate may vary depending 
on credit qualifications. **Rate applies to 1st lien commercial real estate loans with a loan 

to value of 80% or less; construction/development loan rates/terms 
may be vary.  Rates and terms are subject to change without notice. 
Austin Telco Federal Credit Union is federally insured to at least 
$250,000 per member by the National Credit Union Administration.

Commercial Real 
Estate Loans
5 Years 
Fixed

7 Years 
Fixed

4.99%**

5.25%**

Home Equity 
Loans

4.45%*

4.75%*

New Automobile
Loans
Up to
48 Mo.

60 Mo.
2.85%*

2.95%*

10 Years 
Fixed

15 Years 
Fixed
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Are you 
ready for
an upgrade?
Spring into an auto 
loan from Austin Telco.

Apply online or contact 
a loan speciliast today! 
800.252.1310 Ext. 7194

21 Metro Locations Austin. Bastrop. 
Buda. Cedar Park. 
Georgetown. 
Lakeway. Leander. 
Round Rock. 
Pflugerville. San 
Marcos. Taylor.

250+ Free ATMs Across Texas
Free Personal & Business Checking
Excellent Savings & Loan Rates

Follow us at twitter.com/austintelco.

JUNE EVENTS
at the Wildflower Center

Nature Nights—Bees
Thursday, June 30, 6 to 9 p.m.

Thanks to the generosity of our sponsor, H-E-B, summer 
Nature Nights will be free to all and admission to the 
Wildflower Center on Nature Nights days will be free all 
day.  Our first Nature Night is all about bees and why we 
need them in the ecosystem.  Hands-on activities and family 
fun!  Our media sponsor is KVUE.

Vibrant Blooms
Through August 21

Catherine Beatty Flowers’ intricate, embellished painted 
silks combine brilliant color and meticulous handicraft. In 
the McDermott Learning Center.

Aqueous Matters
Through August 21

T. J.  Mabrey’s sculptures on the grounds seek to capture 
the amazing qualities of water—how it can nurture and it 
can destroy.
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What is life like today for a typical 
ten year old boy?  Skateboards, bicycles, 
computer games, school with kids he has 
known since he started kinder garden, 
neighborhood friends to hang out with, 
parents that make him clean his room 
and take a bath on a regular basis, but are 
always there for him; grandparents that 
spoil him?  For a child in the foster care 
system, many of these things are missing.  
And those are the most important, 
namely the relationships with family 
and long term friends that tend to build 
trust and security that help the child 
develop a strong sense of self and build 
on self-esteem.

Meet Nathan, an active 10 year old 
child in foster care. He loves the Texas 
Longhorns and is a talented football 

and basketball player. He enjoys school, has 
lots of friends and is always respectful to his 
teacher.  Nathan has so much potential for 
the future and in finding his forever home, 
he is destined to reach all of it!!

Stability of loving relationships and 
predictability in a safe environment are 
essential elements to help each child reach 
their potential.  Finding a “Forever Family” 
for a child like Nathan is critical to his 
continued growth and development.  As 
long as kids like Nathan remain in the foster 
care system, they always have the mindset 
that tomorrow may mean another foster 
home, another school, another set of parents 
to adjust to.  Could you help Nathan or 
other children like him to gain the trust 
and security that comes with having a 
permanent family?

Adopting a child from the foster care 
system requires little or no cost to the 
adoptive family and funding may be 
available to help the adoptive family 
support the child or sibling group.

For more information, please contact 
Stephanie Berka, Wendy’s Wonderful 
Kids Recruiter, Adoption Coalition 
of Texas at 512-450-8750 or email at 
stephanieberka@adopttexas.org

To learn more about the adoption 
process and the Adoption Coalition of 
Texas, please call Bruce Thompson at 
512-301-2825 or visit our website at 
http://www.adoptioncoalitiontx.org

Meet Nathan
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printconcept

At no time will any source be allowed to use the Long Canyon Gazette contents, 
or loan said contents, to others in anyway, shape or form, nor in any media, 
website, print, film, e-mail, electrostatic copy, fax, or etc. for the purpose of 
solicitation, commercial use, or any use for profit, political campaigns, or other 
self amplification, under penalty of law without written or expressed permission 
from Peel, Inc. The information in the Long Canyon Gazette is exclusively for 
the private use of the Long Canyon HOA and Peel, Inc.

DISCLAIMER: Articles and ads in this newsletter express the opinions 
of their authors and do not necessarily reflect the opinions of Peel, Inc. 
or its employees. Peel, Inc. is not responsible for the accuracy of any facts 
stated in articles submitted by others. The publisher also assumes no 
responsibility for the advertising content with this publication. All warranties 
and representations made in the advertising content are solely that of the 
advertiser and any such claims regarding its content should be taken up 
with the advertiser.
* The publisher assumes no liability with regard to its advertisers for misprints 
or failure to place advertising in this publication except for the actual cost 
of such advertising.
* Although every effort is taken to avoid mistakes and/or misprints, the 
publisher assumes no responsibility for any errors of information or 
typographical mistakes, except as limited to the cost of advertising as stated 
above or in the case of misinformation, a printed retraction/correction.
* Under no circumstances shall the publisher be held liable for incidental or 
consequential damages, inconvenience, loss of business or services, or any 
other liabilities from failure to publish, or from failure to publish in a timely 
manner, except as limited to liabilities stated above.

Sudoku
The challenge is to fill every row across, every column down, and every
3x3 box with the digits 1 through 9. Each 1 through 9 digit must appear
only once in each row across, each column down, and each 3x3 box.

© 2007. Feature Exchange

Sudoku
The challenge is to fill every row across, every column down, and every
3x3 box with the digits 1 through 9. Each 1 through 9 digit must appear
only once in each row across, each column down, and each 3x3 box.

© 2007. Feature Exchange
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