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Community Changes Lives      
By Sarah S. Jordan, MS

Read the full story on Page 2!
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IMPORTANT NUMBERS

EMERGENCY NUMBERS
EMERGENCY................................................................911
Fire...................................................................................... 911
Ambulance.......................................................................... 911
Sheriff – Non-Emergency...................................512-974-0845
Hudson Bend Fire and EMS
	 Emergencies....................................................512-266-1775
	 Information......................................................512-266-2533

Schools
Leander ISD.........................................................512-570-0000
Cedar Park High School.......................................512-570-1200	
Vandegrift High School........................................512-570-2300
Four Points Middle School...................................512-570-3700
River Place Elementary.........................................512-570-6900

Utilities
River Place MUD................................................512-246-0498
City of Austin Electric........................................512-494-9400
Texas Gas Service
	 Custom Service........................................... 1-800-700-2443
	 Emergencies....................................................512-370-8609
	 Call Before You Dig........................................512-472-2822
AT&T
	 New Service................................................ 1-800-464-7928
	 Repair.......................................................... 1-800-246-8464
	 Billing.......................................................... 1-800-858-7928
Time Warner Cable
	 Customer Service............................................512-485-5555
	 Repairs.............................................................512-485-5080
IESI (Trash).........................................................512-282-3508

Other Numbers
River Place Postal Office....................................512-345-9739

Newsletter Publisher
Peel, Inc...............................................................512-263-9181
Article Submissions.......................... riverreview@peelinc.com
Advertising....................................... advertising@peelinc.com

Newsletter Article Submissions
	 Interested in submitting an article?  You can do so by 
emailing riverreview@PEELinc.com or by going to http://
www.peelinc.com/articleSubmit.php.   All news must be 
received by the 9th of the month prior to the issue.  So if you 
are involved with a school group, scouts, sports etc – please 
submit your articles for The River Review.  Personal news for 
the Stork Report, Teenage Job Seekers, special celebrations 
and military service are also welcome.

Community Changes Lives - (Continued from Cover Page)
*Photos courtesy of Sarah and Jessica 
from MilesofSmilesPhotography.com.

In late April, I was fortunate enough 
to be a small part of an incredible event 
in my neighborhood called “BBQ4JD.”  
The theme on the back of the event 
t-shirts read “Community Changes 
Lives,” and I don’t think any other words 
could have summed it up better than 
those three words did.  

What I witnessed was a large 
community coming together to support 
a child and family with love, donations, 
many hugs, and ongoing prayers.  I could 
not believe how many people, children, volunteers, and businesses 
came out to contribute their time, energy, and love to the event.  It 
definitely showed the true colors and generosity of the neighborhood 
and the wonderful people that live there.  

We moved there almost two years ago, and I have to say that I 
feel very fortunate to be part of such a great community.  Through 
family time at the pool on weekends, attending business networking 
meetings, offering free women and stroller fitness classes, attending 
holiday events, and volunteering at a few things, great connections 
have been made and a large community feels much smaller to me.  

This got me thinking… what are some ways that we can all get more 
plugged into our own neighborhoods?  Here are some great ways to 
do just that. Volunteer.  Communities put on so many great events 
throughout the year, and there are always volunteer opportunities 
and ways to get more involved.  Donate.  If you own a business or 
have a product that could be helpful to an event or silent auction, 
donate your time and/or an auction item.  As they say, you have to 
give in order to receive, and there is so much to be gained in the 
spirit of giving to others.  I cannot tell you how many incredible 
people I have been fortunate enough to meet through the giving of 
my time and services.  

Read the community newsletter each month.  A great deal of time 
and energy is spent in creating those newsletters, and they are a great 
way to stay updated on what is happening around you and to connect 
with the members, events, and local businesses in your community. 
Get moving together.  Start a running or walking group.  Plan a fun 
run/walk for parents and their children in your area to promote being 
active.  Find people with similar interests and join or form a group, 
whether that is a book club, moms group, or business-networking 
group.  So much is gained from partnerships and networking.

Welcome newcomers.  Within a day or two of moving in, one of 
my neighbors had already showered us with free ice cream coupons 
to his shop.  And other neighbors had already given us their cell 
phone numbers in case we needed anything.  A little bit goes a long 
ways in making people feel welcome.  

Plan a potluck for your neighbors on your street once a year.  Food 
+ Families = Fun! What ever you find to work for you and your 
family in getting involved, may you find immeasurable enjoyment 
from your efforts.  Community really does change lives.  
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Four Points Chamber of Commerce June Luncheon 

Features Austin Better Business Bureau Speaker, Gabriel Perales
On The Importance of Trust Recognition for your Business

Four Points Chamber of Commerce hosts Gabriel 
Perales, Trade Practices Manager at Austin Better Business 
Bureau as guest speaker for the Four Points Chamber’s 
June Luncheon. Perales will be speaking about BBB 
Accreditation and what it means for businesses. Perales 
will talk about the impact of trust factors for your 
business and website and how trust factors promote 
conversion.   Four Points Chamber luncheons provide 
stimulating discussions for local individuals, businesses 
and organizations to gain new insights and foster business 
growth. Membership is not a requirement to come to the luncheon 
but you’ll want to register online to ensure your seat and receive 
early-bird discount pricing!

•	 Thursday, June 16, 2011
•	 Time: 11:30 a.m. to 1p.m. 
•	 At River Place Country Club, 4207 River Place Boulevard.   

You can find all the details and register on the Four Points Chamber 
of Commerce Web site www.fourpointschamber.com.  While you are 

at the Chamber’s Web site be sure to check out the other 
networking activities offered by the chamber, including 
the bi-monthly Connectors networking meetings at 
Concordia University and monthly Happy Hour.  On 
Thursday, May 26th join us at Longhorn Village located 
at 12501 Longhorn Parkway in Steiner Ranch where we’ll 
also be celebrating our monthly Happy Hour.   

The Four Points Chamber of Commerce provides 
networking opportunities through social gatherings, 
luncheons and business network meetings. Now well 

over 100 members strong and growing, the Four Points Chamber 
of Commerce brings businesses together along Highway 620 from 
Hudson Bend and Mansfield Dam to Anderson Mill, and along Ranch 
Road 2222 from Jester to Volente, to support business growth in the 
community. For more information about upcoming events contact us 
at FourPointsChamber@gmail.com, visit www.fourpointschamber.
com or call (512) 551-0390.  Membership inquiries may also be sent 
directly to membership@FourPointsChamber.com.
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*Annual Percentage Rate. All rates are expressed “as low as”. Actual rate may vary depending 
on credit qualifications. **Rate applies to 1st lien commercial real estate loans with a loan 

to value of 80% or less; construction/development loan rates/terms 
may be vary.  Rates and terms are subject to change without notice. 
Austin Telco Federal Credit Union is federally insured to at least 
$250,000 per member by the National Credit Union Administration.

Commercial Real 
Estate Loans
5 Years 
Fixed

7 Years 
Fixed

4.99%**

5.25%**

Home Equity 
Loans

4.45%*

4.75%*

New Automobile
Loans
Up to
48 Mo.

60 Mo.
2.85%*

2.95%*

10 Years 
Fixed

15 Years 
Fixed
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Are you 
ready for
an upgrade?
Spring into an auto 
loan from Austin Telco.

Apply online or contact 
a loan speciliast today! 
800.252.1310 Ext. 7194

21 Metro Locations Austin. Bastrop. 
Buda. Cedar Park. 
Georgetown. 
Lakeway. Leander. 
Round Rock. 
Pflugerville. San 
Marcos. Taylor.

250+ Free ATMs Across Texas
Free Personal & Business Checking
Excellent Savings & Loan Rates

Follow us at twitter.com/austintelco.

JUNE EVENTS
at the Wildflower Center

Nature Nights—Bees
Thursday, June 30, 6 to 9 p.m.

Thanks to the generosity of our sponsor, H-E-B, summer 
Nature Nights will be free to all and admission to the 
Wildflower Center on Nature Nights days will be free all 
day.  Our first Nature Night is all about bees and why we 
need them in the ecosystem.  Hands-on activities and family 
fun!  Our media sponsor is KVUE.

Vibrant Blooms
Through August 21

Catherine Beatty Flowers’ intricate, embellished painted 
silks combine brilliant color and meticulous handicraft. In 
the McDermott Learning Center.

Aqueous Matters
Through August 21

T. J.  Mabrey’s sculptures on the grounds seek to capture 
the amazing qualities of water—how it can nurture and it 
can destroy.
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satisfaction guaranteedfree estimates

water pressure problems
fiber optic drain line inspectionssewer & drain service

Steve Brougher
276-7476

1106 West Koenig Lane

STEVE’S
PLUMBING

REPAIR

Master License: M-39722

CEDAR PARK
2519 S. Lakeline Blvd. #100

Cedar Park, Texas 78613

FOUR POINTS
6618 Sitio Del Rio Blvd, #D102

Austin, Texas 78730

• Physical Therapy
• McKenzie Specialist

• Occupational Therapy
• Certified Hand Therapist 

• Specializing in Back, Neck & Extremities

www.tillmantherapy.com | 512.331.6200

Camp Canyon Creek:
Big Apple Adventure

July 25th-29th (9:00 a.m-12:15 p.m.)
Church at Canyon Creek

9001 North FM 620, Austin, Texas
Mark your calendars for Camp Canyon Creek: Big Apple 

Adventure VBS, July 25th-29th from 9:00 a.m-12:15 
p.m. In this one-week adventure, we will drive home 

answers about some of life’s biggest questions through 
Bible stories, crafts, music, & games. Camp Canyon 
Creek is available for free to kids who are going into 

1st-6th grade. Registration will be available soon at 
www.churchatcanyoncreek.com/VBS.htm

.

Community Players 

Presents the Sixth Show of our 14th Season 

Way Off Broadway 

Directed by Suzan Show 

COME SEE US IN OUR NEW HOME!!!! 

June 3, 4; 10, 11; 17, 18; 24, 25, 2011 at 8pm 
Matinee, June 12, 2011 at 3pm 

For Information and Reservations: 

(512) 259-5878 or www.wobcp.org 
11880 West FM 2243, Bldg 4 * Leander, Texas 78641 

1 mile west of 183 North & 0.1 miles east of Bagdad Rd 

vacation bible school | june 13-17

GREAT HILLS BAPTIST CHURCH

WATCH LIVE
services Sunday mornings

or view any time at

www.ghbc.org
Sunday Schedule

10:00 am - 10:00 am - Worship
8:30 & 11:30 am - Bible Life Groups (all ages)

10500 Jollyville Road | Austin, Texas  78759

512.343.7763

Celebrate America!
Patriotic Celebration
Honoring All Military Personnel 

for Their Service to the USA

June 26 | 10:00 am

A Man
After God’s 
Own Heart
New Sunday 

Morning Series

Business Classifieds

Classified Ads
Personal classifieds (one time sell items, such as a used bike...) 
run at no charge to Long Canyon residents, limit 30 words, 
please e-mail riverreview@peelinc.com
Business classifieds (offering a service or product line for 
profit) are $50, limit 40 words, please contact Peel, Inc. Sales 
Office @ 512-989-8905 or advertising@PEELinc.com.

Affordable House Cleaning and Handyman 
Services by uniformed, trained, bonded and insured 
professionals with thorough background checks.   Ask 
about $25 discount for handyman and $45 discount for 
cleaning services. Call today for a free assessment!    www.
SpectrumHomeServices.com (512)354-7954.  
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Dr. Cammie Teliha
Exceptional Veterinary Medicine       Professional Care

Full Service • Emergencies • Surgery • X-Ray • Wellness • Geriatric

Conveniently located in the HEB Four Points Shopping Center
7301 RR 620, Ste. 175 • 512.331.7889 • www.riverranchanimalhospital.com

Pruning Guidelines 
for Prevention of Oak Wilt in Texas 

Oak wilt, caused by the fungus Ceratocystis fagacearum, is the 
most destructive disease affecting live oaks and red oaks in Central 
Texas. Most of the tree mortality results from treeto-tree spread 
of the pathogen through interconnected or grafted root systems, 
once an oak wilt center becomes established. New infection centers 
begin when beetles carry oak wilt fungal spores from infected red 
oaks to fresh, open wounds on healthy oaks. Wounds include any 
damage caused by wind, hail, vehicles, construction, squirrels, birds 
or pruning. Research has shown that both oak wilt fungal mats on 
infected red oaks and insects that carry oak wilt spores are most 
prevalent in the spring. Below is a brief description of how you can 
reduce the risk of fungal spread when pruning. 

•	 Always paint fresh wounds on oaks, including pruning cuts and 
stumps, with wound dressing or latex paint immediately after 
pruning or live tree removal at all times of the year. 

•	 Clean all pruning tools with 10% bleach solution or Lysol™ 
between sites and/or trees. 

•	 If possible avoid pruning or wounding of oaks during the spring 
(currently defined as February1 through June 30). Reasons to 
prune in the spring include: 

To accommodate public safety concerns such as hazardous 
limbs, traffic visibility or emergency utility line clearance.  

To repair damaged limbs (from storms or other anomalies) 

To remove limbs rubbing on a building or rubbing on other 
branches, and to raise low limbs over a street. 

On sites where construction schedules take precedence, pruning 
any live tissue should only be done to accommodate required 
clearance. 

Dead branch removal where live tissue is not exposed. 











Pruning for other reasons (general tree health, non-safety related 
clearance or thinning, etc.) should be conducted before February 1 
or after June 30. 

Debris from diseased red oaks should be immediately chipped, 
burned or buried. Regardless of the reasons or time of year, proper 
pruning techniques should be used. These techniques include making 
proper pruning cuts and avoiding injurious practices such as topping 
or excessive crown thinning. If you are uncertain about any of this 
information, you should consult with a Texas Oak Wilt Certified 
arborist, ISA Certified Arborist, or an oak wilt specialist from a city, 
county or state government agency such as the Texas Forest Service 
or Texas AgriLife Extension Service. 

References (available at http://www.TexasOakWilt.org): 
Appel, D.N., and R.F. Billings (eds.). 1995. Oak wilt perspectives: 

Proceedings of the Nation Oak Wilt Symposium, June 22-25, 
1992. Austin, TX. Information Development, Houston, TX. 217 
p. Billings, R.F., and D.N. Appel (eds.). 2009. Proceedings of the 
National Oak Wilt Symposium. June 4-7, 2007, Austin, TX. Texas 
Forest Service Publication166. 267p. 

Prepared January 12th, 2011 in cooperation between Texas Forest 
Service, Texas AgriLife 

Extension Service and 
International Society of 
Arboriculture Texas 
Chapter.
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Make summer a blast with Camp Primrose. Explore the great outdoors. Go on a 
wacky science adventure. Grow your lunch in a garden. To learn more about our 
educational summer camps, visit www.myprimroseschool.com/fourpoints.

Make new friends

Learn something new

Have fun every day

MY SUMMER
    TO-DO LIST:

Each Primrose School is a privately owned and operated 
franchise. Primrose Schools and The Leader in Educational 
Child Care are trademarks of Primrose School Franchising 
Company. ©2011 Primrose School Franchising Company. 
All rights reserved.

Educational Child Care for Infants through Private 
Kindergarten and After School

Primrose School 
of Four Points

6606 Sitio del Rio Blvd.
Austin, TX 78730

512.795.9101

Prmrs_64004_ 7.5 x 5 - Summer 11 Ad #1360 - THIS AD CAN NOT BE EDITED

64004_Prmrs_SmmrAd_ID_1360.indd   1 4/8/11   4:41 PM

Meet Nathan
What is life like today for a typical ten year 

old boy?   Skateboards, bicycles, computer 
games, school with kids he has known since he 
started kinder garden, neighborhood friends 
to hang out with, parents that make him clean 
his room and take a bath on a regular basis, 
but are always there for him; grandparents 
that spoil him?  For a child in the foster care 
system, many of these things are missing.  
And those are the most important, namely 
the relationships with family and long term 
friends that tend to build trust and security 
that help the child develop a strong sense of 
self and build on self-esteem.

Meet Nathan, an active 10 year old child in 
foster care. He loves the Texas Longhorns and 
is a talented football and basketball player. He 
enjoys school, has lots of friends and is always 
respectful to his teacher.  Nathan has so much 
potential for the future and in finding his 
forever home, he is destined to reach all of it!!

Stability of loving relationships and 
predictability in a safe environment are 
essential elements to help each child reach 
their potential.  Finding a “Forever Family” for 
a child like Nathan is critical to his continued 
growth and development.  As long as kids like 
Nathan remain in the foster care system, they 
always have the mindset that tomorrow may 
mean another foster home, another school, 
another set of parents to adjust to.  Could 
you help Nathan or other children like him 
to gain the trust and security that comes with 
having a permanent family?

Adopting a child from the foster care 
system requires little or no cost to the 
adoptive family and funding may be available 
to help the adoptive family support the child 
or sibling group.

For more information, please contact 
Stephanie Berka, Wendy’s Wonderful Kids 
Recruiter, Adoption Coalition of Texas at 

512-450-8750 or email at stephanieberka@
adopttexas.org

To learn more about the adoption process 
and the Adoption Coalition of Texas, 
please call Bruce Thompson at 512-301-
2825 or visit our website at http://www.
adoptioncoalitiontx.org
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Now Open

www.oakhavenmassage.com

(512) 351-7227
Oak Haven Massage is now in Austin!

We provide advanced level massage at a very affordable price, with 
no memberships or contracts. Our therapists are selected for their 
ability to do very deep, therapeutic massage. We invite you to come 
in to our new location and give us a chance to show you what 
therapeutic massage is all about.

ME1678

$29
    1 hour massage

        first time visitors

       NO CONTRACTS
       NO MEMBERSHIP

The Art and Science of Massage
  is now Affordable!

620 at 183 next to Olive Garden
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 soleilaustin.com 

SEAFOOD PIZZA PASTA COCKTAILS

Come enjoy the amazing Italian-Mediterranean cuisine of Soleil, 
developed by award-winning chef Robert Del Grande.

Peruse the extensive wine list as you take in the fantastic view of
Lake Travis. And join us for brunch and live music Sundays,10am - 3pm.

You’ll see that Soleil isn’t a restaurant. It’s an escape.

Seaside Dining.
Lakeside Viewing.

2222

Com
anche

Trail

North

620

Oa
sis

Bluff Dr.

BREWBREWBREW
QUE QUE QUE & 

WITH A VIEW.

facebook.com/soleillaketravis @The_Soleil

facebook.com/unclebillys

@unclebillys

Enjoy Uncle Billy's award-winning, handcrafted brews and 
slow-smoked barbeque. All served up with a breath-taking 

view of Lake Travis. Join us for live music at the Honky Tonk 
Happy Hour every Saturday & Sunday, 4pm - 8pm.  

unclebillysaustin.com/laketravis

512.266.0600

6550 Comanche Trail
(next to The Oasis) 

2222
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Bluff Dr.

6550 Comanche Trail
(next to The Oasis) 

512.266.0111
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(Continued on Page 11)

NatureWatch
Wild Woodland Orchids

by Jim and Lynne Weber

A colorful group of native orchids 
called Hexalectris or coralroots 

are found mainly in the mountains of 
northern Mexico and West Texas, but we are 
fortunate enough to have at least two species 
that grow in our area.  The name Hexalectris 
literally means ‘six cock’s combs,’ referring to 
the six prominent ridges that were thought 

to run down the length of the flower’s lower 
lip.  Despite this name, most flowers have only five 

or seven ridges.
These orchids are micro-heterotrophic, which describes 

a plant that gets some or all of its food from parasitism on 
fungi rather than from photosynthesis.  Most Hexalectris 
orchids have only been discovered and studied in the last 
fifty years.  They depend heavily on an extremely delicate 

balance of environmental factors, which means they are 
not always observed every year, and it makes them 

impossible to transplant from the wild.

In our area, April through August is the best time to 
spot the Spiked Crested Coralroot (Hexalectris spicata var. 
spicata).  An uncommon orchid, it is most often found in 
the leaf litter on the wooded limestone hillsides and canyon 
slopes in oak-juniper habitats of the Edwards Plateau.  Also 
called cock’s comb or brunetta, the blooms of the Spiked 
Crested Coralroot grow on a tall, leafless, fleshy-pink stalk.  
Each bloom has creamy yellow petals and sepals striped with 
brownish-purple, and the central white lip is adorned with 
five to seven wavy crests of deep, royal purple. 

Recently, the first record of the Giant or Largeflower 
Crested Coralroot (Hexalectris grandiflora) was discovered 
in the Balcones Canyonlands Preserve in Travis County.  
Previously thought only to grow in the Davis and Chisos 
Mountains of West Texas, the bright pink, leafless stalk of 
this species grows from 10 to 24 inches tall.  Along the stalk, 
vivid pink flowers bloom with a white mark in the center of 
an elaborately shaped, three-lobed lip.  This coralroot also 
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RESIDENTIAL & COMMERCIAL
• INTERIOR/EXTERIOR • UNIFORMED PAINTERS
• POWER WASHING • QUALITY GUARANTEED
• CAULKING / SCRAPING • GENERAL REPAIRS

www.southernpainting.com

512-267-6200
References/Bonded & Insured

FREE ESTIMATES
Mention this ad for

$100 off service

of $1000 or more

*There is a World of Difference Between
Covering a Surface With Paint*

And Painting
As SOUTHERN PAINTING Does

“Lots of satisfi ed customers”

Find heart disease
before it finds you. 

512-407-SAVE 
HeartHospitalofAustin.com

Determine your risk for heart disease with a  

HeartSaver CT scan from Heart Hospital of Austin.   

Only $199, this fast, convenient and painless  

procedure can quickly determine your risk for heart 

disease in its earliest and most treatable stages — 

long before you experience any symptoms. And  

you can trust our expertise with hearts, because  

for six years in a row, HealthGrades® has ranked  

us as the number one heart program in Texas.  

Help ensure more classic memories in your life by 

getting a HeartSaver CT scan. 

Nature Watch- (Continued from Page 10)

Spiked Crested Coralroot
Giant or Largeflower

Crested Coralroot

flourishes in our oak-juniper woodlands, and is thought to bloom 
from June to September.  Other common names for this beautiful wild 
orchid include Greenman’s hexalectris or Greenman’s cock’s comb.

These unique wild woodland orchids are uncommon to rare in our 
area, and together they help define the true nature of the Texas Hill 
Country.  Monitoring and preserving them is not only good for the 
sake of maintaining biological diversity and understanding changing 
environmental conditions, but for the future beauty of our ecoregion 
as well.

Send your nature-related questions to naturewatch@austin.rr.com 
and we’ll do our best to answer them.  If you enjoy reading these 

articles, look for our book, NatureWatch Austin, to be published by 
Texas A&M University Press in September 2011.



12     River Review - June 2011	 Copyright © 2011 Peel, Inc.

River Review



Copyright © 2011 Peel, Inc.	 River Review - June 2011     13

River Review

www.26MusicSchool.com

(512) 26-MUSIC

Austin Newcomers Club April Luncheon
Austin Newcomers is a social organization dedicated to introducing 

residents to the Austin Community and giving them the opportunity 
to meet and make new friends.  Join us at our monthly luncheon as 
well as take the opportunity to learn about and become involved in 
many varied fun Interest groups.

Time:  11:00 AM Social - 12 Noon Luncheon

Date:  June 15, 2011

For Luncheon Reservations email: 
 LuncheonDirector@AustinNewcomers.com .

or Diane Israelson 512-467-4979

For other Newcomers information 
 visit www.austinnewcomers.com or call 512-314-5100

Enhancing business while giving to the community
After experiencing some life changing events, Laurie Loew created 

a business model focused on helping others and giving back to the 
community. 

She soon found out that she had created a “social” business, 
and was at the forefront of a new business model called “social 
entrepreneurship”. 

She was now being consulted by business owners and organizations 
on how businesses could become more “socially responsible”.  
Helping others realize the benefits of giving – both personally and 
professionally – has become Laurie’s passion.

Starting a business during a poor economic climate was not easy. 
Then there was the perception that the industry is largely self-
serving. Laurie chose to focus on the opportunities and embarked 
on a mission to create value beyond the bottom line. In doing so, 
she created a business, which gives back to the community, thereby 
enriching the lives of those who are helped and a sense of satisfaction 
for herself for the good that comes from it.  

Since she started this business, she has been able to donate over 
$110,000 to the nonprofit community in less than three years.  She 
is also the proud recipient of the 2010 Ethics in Business Award.

Laurie will share how she came upon this idea, how she put it in 
practice and what she has learned from doing this.
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ADVERTISE
YOUR BUSINESS

TO YOUR
NEIGHBORS

(Continued on Page 15)

FINANCIAL FOCUS
Know Your Investment Risks — and How to Respond 

When you invest, you take some risks. While you can’t totally 
avoid these risks, you can take steps to help reduce their impact and 
increase your comfort level. And the more comfortable you are with 
your investments, the easier it will be to follow a long-term strategy 
that can help you meet your goals. 

Let’s look at the most common types of risk related to investing, 
along with some suggestions on helping to reduce these risks: 

Losing principal — This type of risk is most closely associated with 
investing. For example, when you purchase a stock, you know that 
its value could go up or down. If it drops below your purchase price, 
and you then sell your shares, you will lose some of your principal. 

Your response — You can’t eliminate the risk of losing principal, but 
by owning a mix of stocks, bonds, government securities and other 
types of investments, you can help reduce the impact of volatility on 
your portfolio. Keep in mind, though, that diversification, by itself, 
can’t guarantee a profit or protect against loss. 

Losing value when interest rates change — This type of risk 
primarily affects fixed-income investments, such as bonds. If you 
purchase a bond that pays, say, a 4% interest rate, and the market 
rate goes up to 5%, then the value of your bond will drop because 

no one will be willing to pay you the full price for it when newer, 
higher-yielding bonds are available. 

Your response — You can combat, or even ignore, interest rate 
risk by holding your bonds until they mature. By doing so, you’ll get 
your full principal back, provided the issuer doesn’t default, and you’ll 
continue to receive regular interest payments unless the bonds are 
“called,” or repurchased by the issuer. (You can help protect against 
this by purchasing bonds that have some degree of “call protection” 
and by owning bonds with different maturities.) 

Losing purchasing power — This risk largely applies to fixed-rate 
investments such as certificates of deposit (CDs). To illustrate: If you 
purchase a CD that pays 2%, and the inflation rate is 3%, you are 
actually losing purchasing power.

Your response — Despite their vulnerability to inflation, CDs can 
offer you some valuable benefits, such as preservation of principal. 
Yet if you are concerned about fighting inflation, you may want to 
look for investments than have the potential to offer rising income, 
such as dividend-paying stocks. In fact, you can find stocks that have 
increased their dividends for many consecutive years. (Be aware, 
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www.mathnasium.com

Avoid the Summer Slide!

Call Now for Free Registration!
512.331.MATH (6284)

®

MAKE THIS SUMMER YOUR CHILD’S BEST ONE YET!

TEACHING K-12TH GRADES
SAT & ACT PREP

HOMEWORK HELP & MATH CAMPS

Let Mathnasium help your child in catching up, 
getting ahead and staying ahead in Math.

2 Local Mathnasium Centers:
Mathnasium of Steiner Ranch

512-284-9849
www.mathnasium.com/steinerranch

Mathnasium of North Austin
512-331-6284

www.mathnasium.com/northaustin

Call or visit to learn how convenient and afforable 
your child’s soaring self-confidence can be!

Financial Focus - (Continued from Page 14)

though, that companies can reduce or eliminate dividends at any 
time. Also, an investment in stocks fluctuates, and you could lose 
your principal.) 

 Apart from these individual techniques to reduce investment-
related risk, you should also save early and save often — because the 
more money you accumulate, the greater your ability to follow a long-
term strategy that reflects your personal risk tolerance. That’s why 
it’s a good idea to contribute as much as 
possible over the years to your IRA and 
401(k) or other employer-sponsored 
retirement plan.      

By understanding the different 
types of investment risk, and 
by acting to help lessen 
them, you can reduce 
much of the stress 
sometimes associated 
with investing — 
while you increase 
y o u r  p r o s p e c t s 
for achieving your 
objectives. 

NOT AVAILABLE
ONLINE
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It's a true working meeting where we discuss your specific family situation and goals. You’ll complete some 
information prior to our meeting, and in about a half hour, you’ll know what it takes to properly protect your 
family and what the flat fee would be for us to develop your legal plan.

If you are ready to proceed, in about two hours, you can have your family’s legal plan designed with your
family’s goals and values. And while timing will vary depending on your specific needs, you could have a smart
legal family plan for your estate within a couple weeks.

Family Legal Planning Sessions are offered limited times each month and they do fill up, so don’t procrastinate! 

CALL

461.1383

to schedule your

family legal

planning
session

A T T O R N E Y  A T  L A W

nickerson law group pc

WHAT WOULD HAPPEN TO YOUR CHILDREN 
AND YOUR ASSETS IF SOMETHING 
WERE TO HAPPEN TO YOU?

DOES
YOUR FAMILY 
HAVE A 
LEGAL PLAN?

WWW.JULIANICKERSON.COM    461.1383 T  

SCHEDULE YOUR FAMILY LEGAL PLANNING SESSION TODAY
(a $550 value for only $50!)

The state of Texas has a legal plan for you, but it’s probably not the one you want.

The Nickerson Law Group can help you put a legal plan in place for your family and bring you peace 
of mind that your children will always be protected and cared for.

 Affordable flat fee packages
 Custom designed to meet your family’s goals and values
 Professional counseling on a level you can understand

 This is legal planning EVERY family needs, yet so many put off to think about another day. 

STOP PROCRASTINATING! It is easy to get your family’s legal plan in place in a smart way.

 Unlike the standard stuffy law firm
 No surprise hourly fees
 Convenient Austin location
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Tremendous Savings & Better Coverage

Seven Business Networking Groups in the Area
	 Are you looking to grow your business in 2011?  If so, you might 
be interested in a few of the business networking groups in the area.  
These are a few to choose from:

Steiner Ranch Referrals BNI Group
	 Meetings are on Tuesday mornings from 8:00am to 9:30am at Hill 
Country Pasta House.  Visitors are welcome!  If you are interested 
please contact Elicia Rudberg at eliciarudberg@gmail.com for more 
information or visit www.BNIAustin.com.

Four Points BNI
	 Meetings are on Wednesday at lunch from 11:30am to 1:00pm 
at the River Place Country Club.   Visitors are welcome!   If 
you are interested please contact Amy Oehler at amy.oehler@
unitedlendingusa.com or visit www.BNIAustin.com.

Four Points Chamber of Commerce 
	 The Four Points Chamber of Commerce provides networking 
opportunities at social gatherings, luncheons with guest speakers and 
activities.  The Chamber brings businesses together along highway 620 
from Hudson Bend to Anderson Mill and Ranch Road 2222 from 
Jester to Volente.  Four Points Chamber supports business growth in 
the community where we live, work and play.  In less than 6 months 

Four Points Chamber of Commerce exceeded its first year membership 
goals and continues to grow!  For information about participating in 
upcoming events or membership benefits visit www.fourpointschamber.
com or call (512) 551-0390. Membership inquiries may also be sent 
directly to membership@FourPointsChamber.com.

A Business Referral Group Made Fun!
	 Networking Northwest Austin is expanding its member base of 
businesses in our area.  NWNWA members build close business and 
personal relationships.  We believe in business by referrals and having 
a limited member base (not duplicating professions), so you will not 
see your competitors here. We have a caring, positive, involved group 
of people who not only wish to build their business, but also want to 
build the strength of our networking group.  NWNWA is updating its 
meeting times. Call Rich Keith, President, for information.  RKeith@
primerica.com, (512) 632-0162, or visit http://www.meetup.com/
NetWorking-NorthWest-Austin/

your local city
	 Steiner Ranch has a new business networking group.   Your 
Local City is a positive, membership based, business networking 

(Continued on Page 18)
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organization with 17 groups meeting all over the Austin area.  The 
Steiner Ranch group meets every Friday at 8:00 am at  Lakeside Pizza 
and Grill located in the Shops at Steiner Ranch at Steiner Ranch 
Blvd. and Quinlan.  Come join us to grow your business.

Lakeway Networking, Inc.
	 We are a diverse group of business professionals in the Lake Travis 
area, helping our members to grow their businesses through qualified 
referrals.  We meet every Wednesday at 8AM at Johnny Fins, located 
at 16405 Clara Van Street, in Lakeway.  Come visit us and see how 
your business can benefit by being a member of Lakeway Networking.  
For more information, please contact Kelly Connor at Kellyconnor@
austin.rr.com or 512-736-2495.

Toastmasters International - 
	 Ready to take your public speaking and leadership skills to 
the next level in a fun and friendly environment? Get up 'n Go 
Toastmasters can help you achieve your goals! We meet Monday's 
from 7:00 AM - 8:00 AM at the Waterloo Ice House located at 
the corner of 2222 and 360. Guests are always welcome. For 
more information, visit www.atxtoastmasters.org or contact Rob 
Carruthers at 512-422-1688.

Seven Business Networking Groups - (Continued from Page 17)

DISCLAIMER: Articles and ads in this newsletter express the opinions of their 
authors and do not necessarily reflect the opinions of Peel, Inc. or its employees. 
Peel, Inc. is not responsible for the accuracy of any facts stated in articles submitted 
by others. The publisher also assumes no responsibility for the advertising content 
with this publication. All warranties and representations made in the advertising 
content are solely that of the advertiser and any such claims regarding its content 
should be taken up with the advertiser.
* The publisher assumes no liability with regard to its advertisers for misprints or 
failure to place advertising in this publication except for the actual cost of such 
advertising.
* Although every effort is taken to avoid mistakes and/or misprints, the publisher 
assumes no responsibility for any errors of information or typographical mistakes, 
except as limited to the cost of advertising as stated above or in the case of 
misinformation, a printed retraction/correction.
* Under no circumstances shall the publisher be held liable for incidental or 
consequential damages, inconvenience, loss of business or services, or any other 
liabilities from failure to publish, or from failure to publish in a timely manner, 
except as limited to liabilities stated above.

The River Review is a private publication published by Peel, Inc. It is not sanctioned 
by any homeowners association or organization, nor is it subject to the approval 
of any homeowners association or organization, nor is it intended, nor implied to 
replace any publication that may be published by or on behalf of any homeowners 
association or organization.  At no time will any source be allowed to use The River 
Review contents, or loan said contents, to others in anyway, shape or form, nor 
in any media, website, print, film, e-mail, electrostatic copy, fax, or etc. for the 
purpose of solicitation, commercial use, or any use for profit, political campaigns, 
or other self amplification, under penalty of law without written or expressed 
permission from Peel, Inc. The information in the newsletter  is exclusively for 
the private use of  Peel, Inc. 

Healthy Body
Healthy Mind
Healthy Life

beneFITby.com
Sign Up Now!

Grand Opening Special
Consecutive Days
of Unlimited Yoga

for
Oak Grove Blvd.

Debba Dr.

Hudson
Bend Rd.

Child Care
available!

1607 RR 620 N | Lakeway, TX 78734       512.761.7179

Bikram Yoga
Now in Lakeway!

Discover the beneFITs of Bikram Yoga

beneFIT bikram yoga
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Homes are selling again! 
Your best chance of selling is with goldwasswer real estate *

* Best Statistics in Austin 2 Years Running!
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* Best Statistics in Austin 2 Years Running!

Sell Your Home FAST and for TOP DOLLAR!
In 2010, our clients made an average of $5,800 more on the sale of their home AND sold it 15 days faster when compared 
to the Austin Average.  That’s 2 years in a row that Goldwasser has beat the market!

How Do We Do It?
By following the  proven Goldwasser Advantage Listing System we ensure our clients get results like these. We take 
the guess work and anticipation out of selling your home, while at the same time getting the results you want...the most 
money in the shortest amount of time.  It is a proven repeatable process that has sold thousands of homes in Austin.

If you are thinking about selling, you owe it to yourself to give us a call.

REAL ESTATE
Goldwasser

THe COOPeR GROuP
 512.470.2277

www.Goldswasserrealestate.com
  Greg cooper           K ari  cooper    Donna cicc arelli    casey Whitlock   Yusuf Johnson


