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Calendar Get To Know Your
Irrigation Controller

Submitted by Jacob Johnson, Austin Water (LI#17528)

Many residents put a lot of effort into maintaining their irrigation 
system, which is a necessary step towards efficient watering.  However, 
people then often overlook an equally important aspect of irrigation—
scheduling.  An essential element of proper scheduling is knowing how 
to operate the controller. Not knowing that can cost you.

A normal flow rate for a residential irrigation system is around 14 
gallons per minute.  Compare that with your shower of 2 to 3 gallons 
per minute or a dishwasher that uses less than 10 gallons per load 
and you can see just how quickly minutes on the irrigation controller 
can add up.  So if you see your usage dramatically rise in the summer 
months, check your irrigation settings before chastising your teenagers 
for their long showers.  Well, I guess doing both would work.

Common features on an irrigation controller

1) Multiple Program Capability:  Controllers give you the option 
of setting multiple programs, usually labeled A, B, C, etc.  These 
programs let you fine tune your watering.  For example, you could 
set up your turf stations to water twice per week in the summer 
while keeping shrubs on a once per week schedule.  The important 
thing to remember is that no matter what program you leave the 
controller on, it will run all programs that are present!  Even if two 
programs coincide with each other, the controller finishes the first 
program and stacks the next program to run directly afterwards.  

2) Multiple Start Times: You can also set multiple start times for 
your program(s).  Start times represent what time the program will 
begin and most controllers offer the option between 3 and 16 start 
times.  There are very few controllers that require start times for 
each individual zone.  The benefit of using multiple start times is 
to allow for absorption in the landscape because many sprinkler 

•

•

HOA MONTHLY BOARD MEETING
Next meeting - Monday, July 11th

Board Meetings are held on the 2nd Monday of each month at 
7pm, except for holidays.  Board members will meet on these dates 
to discuss issues related to Avery Ranch.  If you have an item you 
would like discussed during one of these meetings, please contact 
Alliance Association Management, Inc. at 347-2888.  The location 
for meetings is at the Glenfield Amenity Center.

Upcoming Events:

Avery Ranch Swim & Water Aerobics Lessons
On-going Swim Lesson Sessions &

Water Aerobics Swim Sessions at MAC Pool 
Swim Lesson Schedule & Registration Form: http://bit.ly/eAyqTM 

Water Aerobics Schedule & Registration Form: http://bit.ly/f1m4MO

Family Social - 4th Annua
 Independence Day Golf Tournament

Sunday, July 3rd
The Avery Ranch Social Committee (ARSC) invites you to our 4th 

Annual Four-Person Scramble Independence Day Golf Tournament 
/Fireworks Display. For more information including registration 
rules for the Golf Tournament, please visit our Avery RanchHOA.
com website or refer to the flyer included in this newsletter.

New Residents Meet & Greet
Saturday, July 16th from 10:00 a.m. to noon 

Main Amenity Center Clubhouse (Morgan Creek Drive at 
Morningside) If you are new to Avery Ranch, this is an opportunity 
to meet some fine folks on the Social Committee and talk with a few 
Board Members. Get to know how the HOA works, what events 
are planned for the year, and grab some refreshments.

Welcome to Avery Ranch! 



�     Avery Ranch Homeowners Association - July 2011	 Copyright © 2011 Peel, Inc.

Home ON The Ranch

President
Steve Roebuck..................................... steveroe@swbell.net

Vice President 
Pat Wimberly..............................PatWimberly@gmail.com

Treasurer
Glen Colby..................................................glen@texas.net

secretary
April Aguren................... april.aguren@averyranchhoa.com

Resident Board Member
Mark Bittman................................ mbarhoa@hotmail.com

Resident Board Member
Marc Boucher...........................mbouchertx@sbcglobal.net

Resident Board Member
Clint Miller..............................clintonwmiller@gmail.com

Resident Board Member
Khris Mire.......................................khrismire@yahoo.com

Resident Board Member
Joe Pero........................................jpnp2004@hotmail.com

Resident Board Member
Gary Wilks.............................................wilksg@swbell.net

D.R. Horton
Tom Moody...............................TEMoody@drhorton.com

Avery Ranch HOA Website
Visit the Avery Ranch HOA website at

www.AveryRanchHOA.com

for questions or concerns
Contact our Property Manager & HOA Board for any 

questions/concerns about your neighborhood at 
GetHelp@AveryRanchHOA.com

Board MembersImportant Numbers
EMERGENCY NUMBERS
EMERGENCY................................................................911
Fire...................................................................................911
Ambulance.......................................................................911
Sheriff – Non-Emergency................................ 512-943-1300

Schools
Round Rock ISD
	P atsy Sommer Elementary.................................. 704-0600
	 ...................................................16200 Avery Ranch Blvd.
	 Cedar Valley Middle School................................ 428-2300
	 ............................................................... 8139 Racine Trail
	 McNeil High School........................................... 464-6300
	 ................................................................5720 McNeil Dr.

Leander ISD
	 Rutledge Elementary........................................... 570-6500
	 ..................................................... 11501 Staked Plains Dr.
	 Henry Middle School......................................... 570-3400
	 .......................................................100 N. Vista Ridge Dr.
	V ista Ridge High School..................................... 570-1800
	 ........................................................200 S. Vista Ridge Dr.

Utilities
City of Austin Water....................................... 512-494-9400
Perdernales Electric......................................... 512-219-2602

Texas Gas Service
	 Custom Service.........................................1-800-700-2443
	 Emergencies................................................. 512-370-8609
	 Call Before You Dig..................................... 512-472-2822

AT&T
	 New Service..............................................1-800-464-7928
	 Repair.......................................................1-800-246-8464
	 Billing.......................................................1-800-858-7928

Time Warner Cable
	 Customer Service......................................... 512-485-5555
	 Repairs......................................................... 512-485-5080

Solid Waste Servies.......................................... 512-494-9400

Newsletter info
editor

Rona Quejada........................... arnewsletter@hotmail.com

Publisher
Peel, Inc....................................................... 512-263-9181
Advertising.................................. advertising@peelinc.com

We want to hear 
from you...

What events would you like to have in 
Avery Ranch? Let us know. Contact our 

Avery Ranch Social Committee Chairperson 
Jean Mayo at jmayo002@austin.rr.com
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Irrigation Controller -(Cont. from Cover)

TWO GUARANTEES IN LIFE...

1. School season comes fast
2. Eye doctor will be a madhouse

BEAT THE RUSH!!

Now open every Saturday!

FINE EYEWEAR
Eyecare and Sunglass Boutique

  2800 E. Whitestone Blvd Suite 210    ●    512.260.9779 ●    www.FineEyewear.Net

Higher Quality. Better Vision. ™

Did you know undetected vision issues are a major factor in learning problems?  
School vision screenings miss 1/3 of children who have vision problems. Is your child a part of this 1/3?  
Adolescent vision can change extremely quick which is why yearly exams are so important.

Get Involved 
in Your

Community
We have community events 

because AR Residents
make it happen!

Are you an organizer?  Maybe a 
person who has an eye for detail? 
Do you like creating checklists?  Are 
you an arts & crafts person?  Your 
community needs you.  Join the 
Avery Ranch Social Committee!  
Contact our Avery Ranch Social 
Committee Chairperson Jean Mayo 
at jmayo002@austin.rr.com 

The Social Committee meets 
every 1st Thursday at 7p.m. at 
the Meeting Room located by the 
pool of the Main Activity Center 
(Morningside). The Event Calendar 
is posted on the HOA website under 
the Social Committee Forum and 
at the Avery Ranch Neighborhood 
Events Page on FaceBook http://
www.facebook.com/pages/Austin-
TX/Avery-Ranch-Neighborhood-
Events/132212366794767

To know more about it,
contact April Aguren at

april.aguren@averyranchhoa.com

heads can apply water faster than our soils 
can absorb it.  Find the stations times you 
are happy with and then cut them in half.  
Instead of the program coming on at only 
4:00 a.m., you could have the program 
(now with reduced station times) come on 
at 3:30 a.m. and 4:30 a.m.  Remember, if 
using multiple start times, every minute 
you add or delete really equals 2 or 3 
minutes depending on the number of start 
times present.

3) Seasonal Percentage Adjustment: 
Another handy feature, the seasonal adjust, 
allows you to increase or decrease all of 
your stations times in 5 to 10 percent 
increments.  This is useful if your entire 
landscape needs more water, but often 
stress will only occur in certain areas.  
It’s a good idea at that point to only 
add time to the stations that need more 
water and an even better idea to inspect 
those stations to make sure the stressed 
area isn’t getting water due to a clogged 
nozzle or misaligned head.  When setting 
station times, it’s recommended to have 
the seasonal adjust at 100% because the 
seasonal adjust button uses 100% as the 
reference point and makes changes relative 
to what that number is.  Some controllers 
will show the increased or decreased times 
while others will continue to show the 
original times, but are actually running 
something different.

•

4) Memory Back Up:  Most controllers 
now come with a non-volatile memory built 
into the control panel.  This helps retain 
your settings during brief power outages, 
but will usually clear itself out after long 
periods with no power.  Other controllers 
will revert to a default program to run 
everyday for ten minutes per station after a 
loss of power.  If you have a controller that 
does this, remember to change out the 9 volt 
battery every spring when you turn your 
controller back on and just to be safe, check 
the settings after thunderstorms.

Plant material, watering components, sun 
exposure, soil health, and how important 
each  area of your landscape is to you all goes 
into the decision of how long you should run 
each station.  An irrigation program with the 
same time on every station is usually a signal 
that there is room for improvement.  This 
may involve taking time from some stations 
that are doing well and adding them to others 
that are showing signs of stress.  Monitor 
your landscape and make changes as needed.  
Remember, automatic irrigation systems are 
great for carrying landscapes from one rain 
event to another, but a lack of rain will highlight 
deficiencies in the irrigation system.

If you need help with programming your 
controller and use over 25,000 gallons of 
water in the summer months, you may 
schedule a free irrigation evaluation 
from Austin Water either by calling
974-2199 or visiting our website:

www.waterwiseaustin.org.   

•
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4th Annual 
Four-Person Scramble  

Independence Day  
Golf Tournament/Fireworks 

Sponsored by the Avery Ranch Social Committee
Hosted by Avery Ranch Golf Club

          

Sunday, July 3rd, 2011 at  
(check in 2:00 PM) 3:00 p.m. (Shot Gun Start)

The Avery Ranch Social Committee (ARSC) would like to invite you to our  
4th Annual Independence Day Golf Tournament and Fireworks display.   

Please log on to www.HOAgolf.com  and click on the “July 3rd Avery Ranch & HOA Player  
Sign up”  and complete the player registration.   While you are on-line, register family & friends to  

join you at our dinner buffet, or just invite family & friends to meet you for our free  
fireworks display following the tournament.  Registration is limited to the first 72 players.   

Last year’s event was completely sold out….so sign up soon and good luck!   

Team Registration:
•  Registration Cost:  $80.00 + tax per person. 

•  Registration Includes: green fee, golf cart, bucket of balls at driving range, & 
    dinner buffet (Additional guests can join you for the all you can eat  

dinner buffet for $10 + tax per person).
•  Door prizes & trophies for 1st, 2nd, & 3rd place.

•  All proceeds benefit the Avery Ranch Homeowners Association social committee 

Mulligan’s are available for purchase, and may be used anywhere, tee through green.   
You may include the Mulligan fee with your on line registration or purchase the day of the event.   

Please check-in by 2:00 pm.  Don’t forget to bring a blanket/chair to view the fireworks.

Business owners – Sponsor a hole for $100.00
Spend a fun filled afternoon at the tee box and meet & greet every golfer. 

Click “July 3rd Avery Ranch & HOA Sponsorship Sign up”.
 Additional $10.00 plus tax per person for dinner buffet.  Click …Family buffet dinner…

  
For more information contact:

Marc Boucher Mbouchertx@sbcglobal.net Tel. 699-7126
All entries must be received by June 30th, 2011

www.HOAgolf.com
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*Some restrictions apply on programs.  If your property is currently listed by a licensed Real Estate Agent, please disregard this ad.

795-9918

AveryRanchHouses.com 

Residential Sales - Leasing - Property Management
www.premiereteam.com

Your Home Sold in 59 Days

Get Avery Ranch Area Stats @ AveryRanchHouses.com

Mike Cusimano

SSOOLL
DD

*All sold in the last 30 days

Our Houses Sell Faster & For More Money

SSOOLL
DD

SSOOLL
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or We’ll Sell it for 1%*

19 Years Experience & Over 2600 Homes SOLD

• Lease Buy Out Program

• FREE Home Value Check  

• Cancel Anytime Agreement

• Flexible Commission Plan 

• FREE Move Up Program
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Get Ready for Summer

0% Interest Financing Available

MAHLON A. KERR, M.D.

W W W . S Y N E R G Y P L A S T I C S U R G E R Y . C O M

*Estimated minimum monthly payments based on 36 month plan at 14.99% interest subject to credit approval 

Prices reflect starting levels for individual surgeries listed, 
additional fees may be incurred. Complimentary consultation required 

to determine eligibility for procedures. Botox minimum is 25 units. 
Financing information found under “patient resources” tab 

at www.synergyplasticsurgery.com

Admission is FREE
Saturday, July 9

9:00 am to 12:30 pm
Venue:

Kids ‘R’ Kids Learning Academy
at 15111 Avery Ranch Blvd., 

Austin, Texas 78717

Child Safety and Protection 
Festival will be held at Kids 
`R` Kids Learning Academy on 
July 9th from 9:00 am to 12:30 
pm. All children attendees will 
receive an Identification Card 
courtesy of the Austin Police 
Dept. and National Center for 
Missing & Exploited Children 
Booths include Police car, fire 
truck, inflatables, music and 
information display tables. It 
wil l  be an educational and 
wholesome entertainment for 
the whole family!

&
PROTECTION 
FESTIVAL

CHILD
SAFETY

IT’S OKAY TO CUT 
OAK TREES NOW

by Patty Hoenigman, Oak Wilt Specialist

Now that June 1st has passed, it’s okay to cut 
your oak trees, but please remember that it’s still 
essential to paint over the cuts within 10 minutes 
of making the cut to keep your tree from getting 
Oak Wilt Disease.This applies to all varieties of 
Oak trees. Even small cuts should be painted. Any 
paint of any color works fine, but people most often 
use a water based black paint.

The season to avoid pruning Oak trees is 
February 1st - June 1st, as this is when the nitidulid 
beetle is most active and it transports the deadly 
fungus to freshly cut trees where it feeds on the sap. 
By painting your cuts, you are changing the scent, 
which will make it so the beetle won’t be interested 
in infecting your tree. If you have questions about 
trees, please feel free to call Patty at 512-608-8883 
or email patty@thetaxcenter.us
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HOA Architectural Design & Review Committee News

ADRC  
Definition

The Archi tec tura l 
Des ign  and Rev iew 
Committee (ADRC; aka 
Architectural Control 
Committee - ACC) is your 
neighborhood committee 
responsible for approving 
all  exterior property 
modif icat ions.   The 
committee is comprised of 
three volunteer members 
who work to conserve 
the natural beauty of 
our neighborhood while 
helping to maintain 
property values.

INTERNAL MEDICINE CLINIC
6301 W. Parmer, Suite 102

Austin, TX 78729

Call 512-568-3565 
for your appointment

www.doctorgrossmann.com

*Most major insurance carriers accepted*

CONVENIENTLY LOCATED AT PARMER AND MCNEIL

Same Day 
Appointments!

Treating adults when 
they are sick ... and 

keeping them healthy 
in the meantime.

Join online – rbfcu.org
210-945-3300  |  1-800-580-3300

Federally insured by the NCUA

10135 Lake Creek Pkwy.

Lake Creek Branch
Join online – rbfcu.org
512-833-3300  |  1-800-580-3300

You CanYou CanYou CanYou CanYou CanYou CanYou CanYou CanYou CanYou CanJoin!You CanYou CanJoin!You CanJoin!You CanJoin!Join!Join!You CanJoin!You CanJoin!You CanYou CanYou CanYou CanYou CanJoin!Join!You CanJoin!You CanJoin!Join!Join!You CanJoin!You CanJoin!HOA Members,HOA MembersHOA MembersHOA MembersHOA MembersHOA MembersHOA MembersHOA MembersHOA MembersHOA MembersAvery Ranch

Summer projects
by Khris Mire, AROA Resident Board Member

Summer is in full swing and the kids are in 
desperate need of outdoor playtime.  Avery 
Ranch offers a variety of outdoor amenities like 
playgrounds, basketball, volleyball, and tennis 
courts, but using the community’s amenities aren’t 
always possible.  Homeowners that are looking to 
add outdoor play equipment to their residence need 
to make sure that the improvements conform to 
the Master Declaration of Covenants, Conditions, 
and Restrictions (CCR’s).

While portable basketball goals are not allowed, 
installing a permanent goal is.  A resident can 
install a permanent goal along the driveway and 
out of the Public Utility Easement.   Basketball 
goals must be made of heavy-duty aluminum with 
a black or green finish and a backboard made of 
clear acrylic.

Trampolines and playscapes must not be placed 
within the setbacks or build lines. Build lines and 
setbacks are typically five feet on the side fences, 
and seven and one half to ten feet from the back 
fence.  Play equipment must be kept in good 
condition with any netting or paint/stain showing 
no signs of wear and tear.

Before placing any additions on your lot, first 
apply for approval by using the ACC (ADRC) 
application that can be found on the front page 
of the Avery Ranch website (www.averyranchhoa.
com).   Be sure to include a copy of the resident 
plat map indicating the location of improvements 
when applying, along with a detailed description 
of the addition(s).
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Avery Ranch Landscape Watering
By Steve Roebuck,  Avery Ranch Owners Association - President

Often it appears that Avery Ranch is 
not following the City of Austin Rules 
when watering the landscape. Residents 
want to know why we are not being 
environmentally conscious. 

Avery Ranch has two separate supplies 
that are used to water our property. One 
supplier is the City of Austin.  This water is 
used for the immediate surroundings of our 
amenity centers.  Its use is subject to the City 
Watering requirements and our landscapers, 
ISS Grounds Control, are very diligent about 
adhering to that of that schedule.

Our other supplier is Cedar Park, and 
that water is reclaimed water supplied to us 
directly from Brushy Creek. It is this system 
that enables us to keep our watering costs 

low, thus providing some relief from higher 
HOA fees. It is also very environmentally 
friendly, as the water is not suited for human 
consumption, only for watering landscapes. 
We own two large pumps that deliver that 
water to our sprinkler system. Watering times 
with this system are not subject to the City 

of Austin Rules, although we do try to water 
within the windows allowed.  Sometimes 
this is not possible, and that is when people 
take notice.

When we have areas that have been 
subject to construction, or when sprinklers 
have been non-functional for some time, it 
becomes necessary to water more in order 
to “catch up” and prevent the landscape 
from dying. Due to capacity issues inherent 
with the pumps, odd watering times may be 
temporarily required. 

We purchased our homes here partly 
due to the beauty of the property, so please 
know that we are doing what is necessary to 
maintain that beauty while staying within 
the confines of local rules.Pump motors for landscape watering

HOA Architectural Design & Review Committee News cont.
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Eye Care
Cedar Park

www.CedarParkEyeCare.com

www.CedarParkEyeCare.com

Complete Quiz to Win a Prize
This month’s prize a $50 gift certificate, is provided by Morellia Mexican Grill.

Courtesy of your Architectural Design & Review Committee (ADRC)
All answers can be found in this issue of “Home on the Ranch”

and the official Avery Ranch HOA website (www.averyranchhoa.com)

1. What day, time and location will the New Resident Meet & Greet be held?
2. What is one of the suggestions from the article “Chatter” that you can do	
		  about your garbage cans when going out of town?
3. What is the time frame to avoid cutting the limbs on oak trees?
4. Who are the two suppliers of water for the Avery Ranch common grounds?
5. What time is the new Quarry Splash Pad open from?
6. What day is the MAC closed for pool cleaning?
7. How many forums are on the Avery Ranch HOA website?
8. How can you change your “Home on the Range” newsletter delivery method?
9. Where in the discussion forums on the Avery Ranch HOA website can you	
	 find the board meeting agenda?
10. What is the website that offers discounts to homeowners through Alliance?

The first three residents with 
accounts in good standing who 
submit correct answers via email 
to ContestAvery@gmail.com 
will win a gift certificate chosen 
by the ADRC and funded by a 
local business.   Answers must 
include your Name, Address, 
and Phone Number in the 
email.  Board Members or 
Committee Officers are not 
eligible.  Winners are limited to 
once every twelve months.

HOA Architectural Design & Review Committee News cont.
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May 
2010

Jun 
2010

Jul 
2010

Aug 
2010

Sep 
2010

Oct 
2010

Nov 
2010

Dec 
2010

Jan  
2011

Feb
2011

Mar
2011

Landscaping 80 64 62 62 31 33 35 18 23 5 76

Vehicle Parking 10 9 17 17 13 19 11 19 18 15 28

Rubbish & Debris 34 26 32 32 34 46 47 13 43 13 59

Noise 0 1 1 1 0 0 0 1 0 0 1

Animal & Pets 4 1 1 2 0 1 2 7 2 2 8

Decorations 1 0 0 4 0 1 0 0 0 16 17

Fencing 0 2 4 0 5 5 5 6 3 3 12

Improper Use 0 1 0 1 0 0 0 0 1 0 1

Maintenance 0 0 1 1 1 0 1 0 0 0 0

Signs 14 6 9 9 4 7 6 6 4 1 3

Sports 
Equipment 1 2 3 3 4 1 7 3 11 4 7

Unsightly 13 2 5 5 6 7 13 7 13 8 10

Architectural 6 2 2 2 1 7 13 12 26 12 45

163 116 137 139 99 127 140 92 144 79 267

Violation 
Summary

PEST CONTROL
•No Contracts•

•Established in 1993•
•On Time Appointments•

•Woman Owned & Operated•

512.293.5132

“The Bug Lady”
TPCL#14153

HOURS OF OPERATION
Mon.-Sat. | 8:00 - 6:00
Sundays | 12:00 - 7:00

CALL TODAY!

The perfect church for people who aren’t.

WATCH LIVE services Sunday mornings or view any time at www.ghbc.org
Sunday Morning Schedule | 10:00 Worship | 8:30 & 11:30 - Bible Life Groups (all ages) Great Hills Baptist Church | the radiant church

A Man
After God’s Own HeartSunday Morning Series

HOA Architectural Design & Review Committee News cont.
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Apr
2011

May
2011

Landscaping 145 221

Vehicle Parking 19 12

Rubbish & Debris 37 38

Noise 0 0

Animal & Pets 5 3

Decorations 2 8

Fencing 5 8

Improper Use 1 2

Maintenance 0 0

Signs 4 8

Sports Equipment 3 5

Unsightly 14 17

Architectural 32 36

267 358

Violation 
Summary

Find out at our

Kindergarten Open House
Beginning July 16th, 2011
9 am-12 pm
RSVP at 512.733.2020

Primrose School of Round Rock
15925 Great Oaks Drive
Round Rock, TX 78681
www.primroseroundrock.com

Open House on Saturdays

Why choose Primrose®?

Each Prim
rose School is a privately ow

ned and operated franchise. Prim
rose, Prim

rose Schools, 
and The Leader in Educational Child Care are tradem

arks of Prim
rose School Franchising Com

pany. 
©

2011 Prim
rose School Franchising Com

pany.  All rights reserved.

Prmrs_64004 _ 7.5 x 5 - Rdns Event Ad #1493 
THIS AD CAN NOT BE EDITED

64004_Prmrs_Rdns_Ead_ID_1493.indd   1 6/3/11   11:26 AM

HOA Architectural Design & Review Committee News cont.
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Free Fingerprinting ID

Free Dental Checks by Smile Texas/ Mobile Dentists

Fire Engine from Fire Department # 45

Blood Donation truck by the Blood and Tissue
Center of Central Texas

Car Seat Safety Inspection

Martial arts Demonstration by Rockhold Karate

Battery Powered electric rides on Toys by Kids Wheels

Fitness Exercises by Coach Mo's Elite Fitness

Valuable Health tips from Texas Department of Health

Usborne Book Fair

Inflatables, Clown, Face Painting, Food, Drinks and Music

2010 NASCAR TSRS Sportsman of the Year, Mr. Jeff O'Neill will pose with children in his 
race-car.

Child Safety and Protection Festival

Saturday: July 9th

9 am - 12:30 pm

 Learning Academy,

15111 Avery Ranch Blvd., Austin

www.krkaustin.com

512-218-9669

Kids  Kids'R'

Planned activities include

Public free

Wholesome Educational Fun For The Family!

All children will receive an Identification Card

(Courtesy of the Austin Police Dept. and National Center for Missing & Exploited Children)
























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Tere Saladyk talks to guests
about the plants in her garden

2011 Avery Ranch Garden 
Tour a Big Success!

This year’s Garden Tour on May 21st was enjoyed by the largest number of residents 
since it began 5 years ago.  We had 152 people taking the Tour with another 23 
participating as hosts, or volunteers.  Thank you to everyone for either participating 
or touring the 10 wonderful gardens on the Tour.  They were all truly inspirational. 
You can still see pictures of them at: centraltexasgardening.info/artour.html 

Seven lucky residents won door prizes which included 5 of the “Avery” logo granite 
signs, a nice perennial plant, and a book about the “Don’t Mess with Texas” campaign. 
Bottled water was served to every visitor taking the Tour.  A Travis County Master 
Gardener booth was kept busy by residents asking garden related questions and 
receiving advice and information from trained garden experts.  Our garden hosts were 
delighted with the friendliness of the Tour visitors and vice versa.  If you missed this 
year’s Tour, please plan to be involved in 2012.

COOL DOWN
AT THE COUNTY’S 

NEW QUARRY 
SPLASH PAD

By Williamson County Commissioner
Lisa Birkman

Things are heating up quickly and it seems 
as though we have a hot and dry summer 
ahead.  To stay cool, I would suggest you 
head over to the new Williamson County’s 
new Quarry Splash Pad at the Southwest 
Regional Park as it is now open to the public!   
A ribbon cutting ceremony was held on June 
10th to celebrate the completion of this 
new play area.  The Quarry Splash Pad is a 
unique park that uses existing rock features 
from the quarry formerly located on the land 
to create an exciting water experience.  Play 
areas include the Quarry, Rapids and the Sand 
Play Area on approximately two acres.  Water 
features include water cannons, waterfalls, 
and water jets.  The cost of construction was 
approximately $1.9 million with the funds 
coming from voter approved bonds.

There are two large pavilions and two 
smaller, birthday pavilions that can be reserved 
by calling 512-260-4283.  Food is allowed in 
the park, but no glass is allowed.  The splash 
pad is open 10 a.m. to 7 p.m. daily for an 
entrance fee of $1 per person.  There is no 
standing water and no lifeguard on duty.  Also,  
in the Southwester Regional Park for children 
is a miniature train and small playscape.  For 
more information, visit the parks page on the 
county’s website, www.wilco.org.

The Southwest Regional Park is located 
at 3005 C.R. 175 just north of FM 1431.  
The Quarry Splash Pad is located behind the 
softball fields.

If you need more information on any 
county issue, you can reach me at 
lbirkman@wilco.org or 244-8610.

Shelly Brandell shows the various
stages of her garden's development

Visitors enjoy Lisa LaPaso's xeriphytic and native plant garden
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(Continued on Page 16)

Chatter
By Rona Quejada, Newsletter Editor

Many families travel during the summer months.  As you plan 
for your trip and the things you need to bring, don’t forget to list 
down things to do to keep your home safe while you’re away.  Using 
the web and other references, following are some “common sense” 
procedures that can help keep your home secure.

1. Test all your locks in order to ensure that they are in proper 
working order and replace any locks that could potentially 
compromise your home’s security.

2. Test your security system before leaving for your vacation  including 
security or motion sensing light systems.  Don’t forget to activate 
them before you leave.

3. Create a “there’s someone home”  appearance by putting a 
hold on your mail and newspaper delivery, trimming your lawn 
and hedges right before leaving or schedule for lawn maintenance if 
you will be away for a long time.  Leave a light on a timer and don’t 
forget to turn off that alarm clock that won’t stop ringing unless it’s 
physically turned off.

4. If you are leaving on a “garbage collection” day, request a 
neighbor to push your trash and/or recycling bins by the side of your 
house or garage (don’t leave your trash/recycling bins by the curb in 
front of your house).

5. Turn off the ringer on your telephone or put the ring volume 
to a minimum.

6. Unplug appliances that do not need to be on while you’re away 
and turn off the water to your washer.

7. Leave your spare house keys with a trusted friend or family 
member in case of an emergency.

8. Walk around your property with the mindset of criminal and 
determine what temptations might lure them in. Removing these 
temptations can make their property less attractive to potential 
criminals.

9. Be careful not to over-share the fact that you’re not at home as 
you update your Facebook  page, Twitter or other social network sites 
or when you check-in through geolocation sites.  A website called 
“Please Rob Me” (http://pleaserobme.com/)  discusses how people 
may misuse this information.   Also, think about waiting until you 
get home before you upload those awesome vacation photos.

Have a fun-filled summer, bon voyage!     

Nurturing
Money-Smart Children

By Sugandha Jain

When children grow up with healthy expectations about spending, 
saving, and giving, money can become a tool for fostering their 
growth and well-being. We can encourage this growth in our children 
by teaching them to cultivate a healthy relationship with money.

“A lot of highly intelligent and successful people have enormous 
amounts of debt, mainly because they never learned about money 
management,” says Dr. Srinivas Nippani, Associate Professor of 
Finance at Texas A&M University. “It is surprising how many people 
are not money smart.” Nippani believes an early exposure to money 
management skills can lead to a better financial life. And, some of 
these actions can be incorporated easily into day-to-day activities 
- such as educating children on how much is spent on necessities 
and luxuries. “I firmly believe that including children in decision-
making with regard to their own future and including them in family 
decisions will help them become money smart.”

Growing Financially-Savvy Children
Here are ways to help children

learn about money management:

Coupons: Clip coupons with the kids for regularly-purchased 
items, like milk, snacks, and school lunch items, suggests Kathy 
Muldoon, Senior Vice President at Carter Financial Group. At 
the grocery store, kids can help match the coupons to the brands 
and learn how to match the correct sizes and variations to the 
coupon. Then, “When children turn in the coupons to the cashier, 
the money that they have saved because of the coupons is their 
contribution to the family’s income. This activity reinforces the 
concept of savings to children,” says Muldoon. Children as young 
as five can be introduced to this type of savings. They also can begin 
to understand how setting aside part of their allowance each week 
can help them reach a short-term goal. Older children, around age 
eight, can learn to save for a longer period.

Budgeting: Business Advisor Michael Rose suggests children learn 
about budgeting through the family grocery budget. “Each time 
you go the grocery store, give the receipt to your children and let 
them keep track of the expenses. At the end of the month, ask 
your children, ‘How did we do last month? Were we under budget 
or over budget?’ They will tally and report the budget to you.” 
Empower kids by naming them to the family’s “Budgeting Board 
of Directors!” Also, identify their “money personality” - how they 
feel about money and spending - and then help them overcome any 
obstacles these traits might present. Are they Savers or Spenders? 
Impulse Buyers or Cautious Buyers?

Sharing money: Muldoon recommends families hold meetings 
to create and discuss their mission statement, values, and motto 
regarding money-sharing. She says kids can understand setting 
aside money each week for a charitable activity once they are able 
to set aside money for themselves. Muldoon also recommends 
families discuss how they can, for example, help the zoo raise 
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Commercial Real 
Estate Loans
5 Years 
Fixed

7 Years 
Fixed

4.99%**

5.25%**

Home Equity 
Loans

4.45%*

4.75%*

Automobile
Loans
Up to
60 Mo.

66 Mo.
2.89%*

2.99%*

10 Years 
Fixed

15 Years 
Fixed
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*Annual Percentage Rate. All rates are expressed “as low as”. Actual rate may vary depending 
on credit qualifications. **Rate applies to 1st lien commercial real estate loans with a loan 
to value of 80% or less; construction/development loan rates/terms may be vary. ***Annual 
Percentage Yield. Penalties for early withdrawal may apply. Jumbo- A minimum deposit of 
$95,000 is required. Rates and terms are subject to change without notice. Austin Telco Federal 
Credit Union is federally insured to at least $250,000 per member by the National Credit 
Union Administration.

Home Equity Loans
Refinancing can mean big savings. Let us help 
you figure out how much you can save.

Contact a loan specialist today at 512.302.5555 or 
800.252.1310 ext. 7194.

No Closing Costs

Austin Telco will pay all standard closing costs for new home equity loans 
under $100,000 closed at an Austin Telco branch.

Commercial Real Estate Loans

Austin Telco offers loans to help your business 
grow and succeed. 

Contact Jim Howey (ext.7317) or Jim Greenwood 
(ext. 7379) at 512.302.5555 or 800.252.1310.

20 Year Amortization
No Prepayment Penalty

21 Metro Locations . Free Checking . 250+ Free ATMs
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• Highest level of 
Montessori
accreditation worldwide

• Unmatched academic & 
character foundation

• Individual & group lessons for 
children to learn at their own 
pace and strengthen social 
skills

• Decades of family and staff 
experience in education, with 
highly accredited teachers 

• Specialized environments 
which build sensory-motor 
skills, social skills, high self-
esteem, and instill habits 
of concentration & inner 
security, through carefully 
planned activities

• Wide variety of after-school 
and unique enrichment 
programs

OOPEEN YYEAAARR RROUUNDD
MOON. - FFRI..

77:000 A.MM. --- 66:000 P.MM.

A Legacy of Excellence in 
Montessori Education

Sapientia Montessori
512.260.2261

1220 Cottonwood Creek Trail (CR185)
Cedar Park, TX 78613

www.sapientiamontessori.com

Cedar Park Montessori
512.259.8495

400 E. Whitestone Blvd (FM1431)
Cedar Park, TX 78613

www.cedarparkmontessori.com

Hi h t l l f

Enrolling children ages 
18 months - 12 years for 

2011-2012, including Summer Programs. 

At no time will any source be allowed to use the Home on The Ranch 
Newsletter contents, or loan said contents, to others in anyway, shape or 
form, nor in any media, website, print, film, e-mail, electrostatic copy, 
fax, or etc. for the purpose of solicitation, commercial use, or any use for 
profit, political campaigns, or other self amplification, under penalty of law 
without written or expressed permission from Peel, Inc. The information in 
the newsletter is exclusively for the private use of Peel, Inc. and the Avery 
Ranch Homeowners Association.

DISCLAIMER: Articles and ads in this newsletter express the opinions 
of their authors and do not necessarily reflect the opinions of Peel, Inc. 
or its employees. Peel, Inc. is not responsible for the accuracy of any facts 
stated in articles submitted by others. The publisher also assumes no 
responsibility for the advertising content with this publication. All warranties 
and representations made in the advertising content are solely that of the 
advertiser and any such claims regarding its content should be taken up 
with the advertiser.
* The publisher assumes no liability with regard to its advertisers for misprints 
or failure to place advertising in this publication except for the actual cost of 
such advertising.
* Although every effort is taken to avoid mistakes and/or misprints, the 
publisher assumes no responsibility for any errors of information or 
typographical mistakes, except as limited to the cost of advertising as stated 
above or in the case of misinformation, a printed retraction/correction.
* Under no circumstances shall the publisher be held liable for incidental or 
consequential damages, inconvenience, loss of business or services, or any 
other liabilities from failure to publish, or from failure to publish in a timely 
manner, except as limited to liabilities stated above.

money for a new habitat or collect canned food for contributions. 
This can teach children responsibility toward others by inculcating 
the concept of giving and by providing opportunities to model 
charity and volunteer work.

Money Messages
Parents can transfer their fears to their children, or they can 

transfer their courage and capabilities related to money-management! 
Growing more comfortable with the topic of money will benefit 
the entire family. Trips to the grocery store, budgeting, and family 
discussions all are powerful and practical tools families can utilize 
to create an early awareness about money matters and, hopefully, 
provide a foundation for positive financial futures.

Sugandha Jain is an internationally published journalist
and a Master Registered Texas Trainer. 

Nuturing Money-Smart Children -
(Continued from Page 14)
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Recipe of the Month
Summer came really early this year.  With this heat, many of us 

would prefer a light but flavorful lunch, like a Chipotle Chicken 
Wrap.  Robert Roddy, Head Chef of Sunset Grill at the Avery 
Ranch Golf Club, says that this recipe is light on the calories but 
packs a nice flavorful punch to your lunch.  You can either try this 
yummy wrap by visiting our AR Clubhouse and let Chef Robert 
and his staff do it for you or, if you want to make it at home, Chef 
Robert listed below how to put it together:

INGREDIENTS

12 inch Chipotle Tortilla

5 oz. Grilled Chicken Breast,

cut into strips

1 oz. Diced Tomatoes

2 oz. Shredded Lettuce

1 oz. Chipotle Ranch Dressing

PREPARATION
1.	 Place grilled Chicken Breast 
strips, Lettuce, Tomatoes into the 
center of the Tortilla,
2.	 Add 1 oz of Chipotle Ranch 
Dressing evenly over the top,
3.	Fold both ends of the wrap 
together and roll like a burrito,
4. Cut in ½ and serve with a side 
of fruit.

Enjoy!
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Find heart disease
before it finds you. 

512-407-SAVE 
HeartHospitalofAustin.com

Determine your risk for heart disease with a  

HeartSaver CT scan from Heart Hospital of Austin.   

Only $199, this fast, convenient and painless  

procedure can quickly determine your risk for heart 

disease in its earliest and most treatable stages — 

long before you experience any symptoms. And  

you can trust our expertise with hearts, because  

for six years in a row, HealthGrades® has ranked  

us as the number one heart program in Texas.  

Help ensure more classic memories in your life by 

getting a HeartSaver CT scan. 

NOT AVAILABLE 
ONLINE
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Atascocita
Blackhorse Ranch

Bridgeland
Chelsea Harbour
Coles Crossing

Copperfield
Cypress Mill

Cypress Point
Eagle Springs

Enchanted Valley
Fairfield
Fairwood

Harvest Bend The Village
Kleinwood
Lakemont

Lakes of  Fairhaven
Lakes of  Rosehill

Lakes of  Savannah
Lakes on Eldridge

Lakes on Eldridge North
Lakewood Grove
Legends Ranch

Longwood
North Lake Forest

Riata Ranch
Riverpark on the Brazos

Shadow Creek Ranch
Silverlake
Southgate

Steeplechase
Stone Forest
Stone Gate

Summerwood
Village Creek

Villages of  NorthPointe
Willowbridge
Willowlake

Willow Pointe
Winchester Country
Winchester Trails

Windermere Lakes
Wortham Villages

www.PEELinc.com
advertising@PEELinc.com

Austin Houston
Avery Ranch
Barton Creek

Bee Cave
Bella Vista
Belterra

Canyon Creek
Cedar Park Town Center

Chandler Creek
Cherry Creek on Brodie Lane 

Circle C Ranch
Courtyard

Davenport Ranch
Forest Creek
Hidden Glen

Hunter’s Chase
Highland Park West Balcones

Highpointe
Jester Estates
Lakeline Ranch

Lakeway
Lakewood

Laurel Oaks NA
Legend Oaks II
Long Canyon
Lost Creek

Mayfield Ranch
Meadows of  Bushy Creek

Pemberton Heights
Plum Creek

Ranch at Brushy Creek
River Place

Round Rock Ranch
Sendera

Shady Hollow
Sonoma

Steiner Ranch
Stone Canyon

Teravista
Travis Country West

Twin Creeks
Villages of  Westen Oaks

Vista Oaks
Vista Ridge

Westminster Glen
Westside at Buttercup Creek

Wood Glen

ReAcHing youR neigHboRs

foR AdveRtising
infoRmAtion

and many others...

Call Today

Brook Meadows
Timarron

Woodland Hills

dAllAs ft. WoRtH

Cross Mountain Ranch
Fair Oaks Ranch
Mountain Lodge

Olmos Park
Rivermist
Stage Run

The Dominion
Wildhorse

sAn Antonio

512-263-9181

Peel, Inc.
community newsletters
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Pick up the Pile

By Tracy Johnson

Canine waste is full of bacteria.  When left behind in parks, 
campgrounds, and yards, it threatens our water supply.  When it rains, 
it runs  into rivers, streams, and wells.  It only takes one irresponsible 
pet parent to infect an entire area’s natural source of H2O.  That’s 
because different types of bacteria like fecal streptococcus, fecal 
coliforms (E. Coli), campylobacter, and salmonella which is 
found in pet waste can make humans sick.  

Being prepared to pick up your dog’s pile each 
and every time he or she feels nature call is one 
way to remedy this growing problem.  It’s the 
right thing to do for a number of reasons 
as explained by Tracy Johnson, Founder of 
the Pick Up the Pile Campaign.  The concerned 
Austinite was alarmed to see just how many pet parents 
let this issue go despite city efforts to eliminate public 
waste.  She routinely encounters piles on the sidewalks 
and recreation areas of the parks that she visits.  Rather 
than keep quiet any longer, she decided to address the 

problem one pet parent at a time.  
Her nationwide campaign is set to go into effect June 1st.  Cities 

around the country will take part in educating the public about the 
dangers of canine waste. Johnson notes that it’s never been easier to 
safely conceal and discard piles.  A number of products have been 
designed to help remedy this problem.  Even the most squeamish 

pet parent will have no trouble being responsible once they 
are introduced to the items Johnson has found online and 
through pet supply stores.

Johnson believes that education is key to shedding light 
on this problem.  She also thinks the next generation of 
pet parents will show greater concern for the issue.  As a 

way of introducing young people to the Pick Up the 
Pile Campaign, she is offering a fun Scavenger Hunt 

consisting of different Tasks, Trivia, and Finds.  
Find out how to participate by visiting

www.pickupthepile.com.
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