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A Touching Story about a 
Girl and a Frightened Pooch

By:  Kathy Jackson
Grady was rescued by Austin Cocker Rescue after he was 

surrendered to the shelter by a woman who later was arrested 
for animal cruelty. Extensive research on puppy mill survivors 
led me to the conclusion that Grady was not just a shy dog 
but a “damaged” dog. Watching a dog that is terrified of 
humans is a sorrowful ordeal. It is so difficult not to feel pain 
every day when exposed to such a scared pitiful creature. Any 
empathetic human would find it hard to be around a dog 
that is in a flight response 99 % of the time.  After weeks 
and weeks and WEEKS of exposing Grady to the simplest of 
experiences, I was questioning if Plum Creek was the right 
neighborhood for such a frightened boy. The picket fences, 
alleys, porches, sidewalks, kids, bikes, skateboards, parks, 
neighbors--- all the elements Plum Creek residents love----
were Grady’s biggest obstacles to peace and security. 

I specifically remember one cold November night.  A 
norther had blown in to central Texas, and the wind was 

whipping in the way that cold November 
northers will whip. I sat in the yard 

shivering, begging Grady to pullllleese 
just go potty. The wind, a car door, the 
train, a gate shutting, a blowing leaf, a 

voice in the night air—it 
did not matter; any 

little noise or 
movement 

The 2011 Plum Creek HOA Annual Meeting was held on May 
26th at the Plum Creek Golf Club.  Approximately 30 to 40 owners 
attended the meeting. David Mahn gave the Board report, which 
highlighted 2010 accomplishments/challengesand 2011 goals.  Items 
of note in 2010 included a change in management companies and 
continued improvements to the community center and playscapes.  
Goals for 2011 include a reduction in the delinquency rate and a large 
replacement of landscape materials in high profile common areas.

David Mahn also delivered the Developer’s report which included 
a discussion of new and upcoming commercial projects in Plum 
Creek, a recent ownership change of the Plum Creek Golf Club, and 
an update on construction plans for the Plum Creek land recently 
purchased by Austin Community College. Matt Gibson, representing 
Goodwin Management, presented the HOA manager’s report.  The 
report included a summary of the 2010 financials, an overview of the 
2011 budget, an update on collection status for delinquent owners, 
and a summary of restriction enforcement in the last 30 days.

It was announced that the HOA on-site office would be moving 
toward the end of the summer.  The new office address will be 4100 
Everett, Suite 150.  The office will be next door to Plum Fit in the 
Uptown District across from the Plum Creek Golf Club. Committee 
Chairpersons each presented a summary of their committee’s activities 
and plans for the future.

An election was held for the expiring term of Peter French.  There 
were two nominations presented by the Nomination Committee, 
and one nomination was made from the floor.  Votes were tallied, 
and Peter French was elected to another three year term. Several 
residents signed up to speak at the end of the meeting.  Concern was 
expressed regarding trash can enforcement, consideration of allowing 
St. Augustine grass, if the lake water was dangerous for dogs, dying 
street trees, and replacement of dying plants in HOA medians.

Overall the meeting was very smooth and informative.
Thank you to everyone that attended!

MEETing WRaP-UP



2      Plum Creek Press - July 2011 Copyright © 2011 Peel, Inc.

Plum Creek Press

Newsletter Info
Publisher
 Peel, Inc. ...................... www.PEELinc.com, 512-263-9181
 Article Submission ..announcements@plumcreektxhoa.com
 Advertising................................ advertising@PEELinc.com

 Please support the advertisers that make the Plum Creek 
Press possible. If you would like to support the newsletter by 
advertising, please contact our sales office at 512-263-9181 
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Committee Contacts
the Cheeto miracle - (Continued from Cover Page)

All Aboard Learning Center
(Licensed Childcare Home in Kyle)

*Low child/teacher ratio *CPR and first aid certified
*10 years+ experience in Early Childhood Education

Now Enrolling! Please call for a tour.

(512) 203-3453

made my terrified little boy run for cover. The first few days that 
Grady lived with me, the biggest hurdle was just getting him INTO 
the yard to do his business. Passing a human to get to the backyard 
proved too great a risk for my sweet Grady, who was spending 
90% of his time under the bed.  Somehow, my other cocker, Izzy, 
seemed to intuitively know how to get him out the door, through 
the porch, and into the yard. I would open all the doors, stand in 
the yard, and say, “Go get Grady, go on, get Grady.” With perfect 
understanding, Izzy would run back into the house and out would 
run Grady following her. She was his security blanket, and  to be 
truthful, I’m not sure how I would have handled him if she had not 
been part of the picture. 

Soon, Grady was following Izzy to the fence where Izzy’s best friend 
lived: Kaycee. No, she is not a dog but the cutest little girl in the 
universe! Kaycee would visit Izzy almost everyday at the fence when 
returning from school.  Usually, she would have her afternoon snack in 
her hand, and Izzy was on point to get any tidbits that Kaycee offered.  
One day, Kaycee arrived with Cheetos. Grady inched up one brave 
step at a time and finally, made it to the fence--- reaching, reaching, 
reaching--- stretching his body as far as possible in order to get his 
Cheeto from Kaycee.  Immediately, he turned around and ran for cover; 
but I knew instantly that we had crossed a huge boundary.

 As you may know, stressed dogs will rarely take treats. Therefore, 
I was finding it increasingly difficult to reward my sweet boy for 
“desired” courage.  Thanks to Kaycee and Cheetos, Grady is on 
the road to recovery. Now, when I need Grady to be very very very 
brave, the Cheetos come out.  It is hilarious to watch him stick his 
little tongue out to get his Cheeto while his eyes are darting around 
searching for humans to avoid.   Now that Grady is well into his 
“human” desensitization training, I realize that Plum Creek is the best 
environment for him,  instead of the worst.  Fortunately, hardly a day 
goes by that he does not hear or see a human. The neighborhood has 
successfully contributed to his new found confidence.   We are not 
ready for the dog park yet; but who knows, if Kaycee is there with 
Cheetos, he may walk through those gates!!!!

Note to dog owners: Dr. Bryant has given the ok for “occasional” 
Cheetos for Grady—not to be used regularly for doggie treating.
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177B  Kirkham Circle  in Plum Creek                               405.0077   

Open  Monday-Friday

Walk-ins Welcome

Most Insurance Accepted

Lab/X-ray/Rehab services

Dr. Erik Arhelger

fOurth Of July
remindersPlum Creek’s AnnuAl 4th 

Of July CelebrAtiOn On
mOndAy, July 4th!

Come out for our annual 4th of July Parade 
and Picnic!  The fun happens on Monday, 
July 4th from 10:00 am to Noon. Decorate 
those wagons, strollers, bikes, and scooters 
and come out to march with your neighbors 
in the parade.  If you don’t want to decorate 
your stuff or walk, please come out and cheer 
on those in the parade, it is a sight to see!

The Parade will start at the corner of Witte 
and Negley and continue down Witte to 
McNaughton Park with the picnic to follow. 
Bring the whole family and enjoy the fun. 
Lunch will be served but bring blankets and 
lawn chairs. Don’t forget the swimsuits and 
sunscreen, as we will have a waterslide to 
help keep you cool. If you have any questions 
or would like to volunteer, please contact 
Brandee at recreation@plumcreektxhoa.com 
or 512-557-2728.

City Of kyle’s
indePendenCe dAy

CelebrAtiOn fireWOrks
Join in the celebration of Independence 

Day this July 4th as the City of Kyle once 
again has planned for a spectacular fireworks 
show, which will start about 9:30PM

Due to limited space at Gregg-Clarke Park, 
the fireworks show has moved this year to the 
Plum Creek Golf Course’s Practice/Driving 
Range. Before it gets dark on July 4th, find 
a safe and secure location around the Hays 
CISD Performing Arts Center (PAC) or 
anywhere around the intersection of Fm 
1626 and Kohler’s Crossing. The show can 
even be seen from the parking lots around 
Subway, What-A-Burger and Kohl’s. 

Please use extreme caution in parking on the 
street’s right of way and no alcohol is permitted 
at the PAC or on school propertyhttp://www.
cityofkyle.com/recreation/independence-day-
celebration-fireworks-show-0

The City of Kyle has increased 
fines for fireworks, which are
now $500 to $2000.  Plus,
with our drought, fireworks 

could prove especially unsafe.

fireWOrks 
reminder
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The perfect church
for people who aren’t.

WATCH LIVE services Sunday mornings
or view any time at www.ghbc.org

Sunday Morning Schedule | 10:00 Worship | 8:30 & 11:30 - Bible Life Groups (all ages)
Great Hills Baptist Church | the radiant church

10500 Jollyville Road . Austin, Texas  78759 | 512.343.7763

A Man
After God’s Own HeartSunday Morning Series

1st Place:  5312 Hartson 
2nd Place:  242 Cleveland
3rd Place:  1285 Fairway

In addition to the winners, we’d like to make note of all of the 
nominations received and homes judged, which included the 
following homes: 288 Caraway, 222 Cleveland, 131 Decker, 5911 
Hartson, 357 Haupt, 2193 Herzog, 606 Hogan, 113 Horton, 4332 
Mather, 277 McGarity, 5913 McNaughton, 162 Mendez Loop, 
6257B Negley, 125 Polk, 733 Sampson, 632 Scheel, 230 Skinner, 241 
Skinner, 266 Skinner, 280 Skinner, 109 Steele, 5912 Steiner, 110B 
Utterback, 163 Wetzel, 211 Wetzel, 239 Witte, and 126 Zapalac

Some of the homes were works in progress, but if you’ve been 
working hard, your neighbors have noticed and nominated you.  
So, good job!  The Plum Creek Landscape Committee would like to 
congratulate all of the winners and all of the nominations for a job 
well done.  Nominees, keep up the good work for next year.  You’re 
on our “short list” for next year.  Of course, we’ll be looking for more 
nominations and thanks for a TERRIFIC Yard of the Month season.  
Plum Creek gets more beautiful all the time!

JUnE 2011 YaRd of ThE MonTh

Congratulations
5312 Hartson!
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Want to sell your home? 
In this market you need to stand out from the 

crowd and we can help!  
 

Call us today and find out why  
ADKOR is truly…. A Different Kind of Realty 

512-449-6070     www.ADKOR.net     info@adkor.net 

BEFORE Staging AFTER Staging 

aT ThE fEnCE
City Of kyle WAter restriCtiOns:

stAge 2 in effeCt
As of June 1st, Kyle water customers must comply with Stage Two 

Water Restrictions. These restrictions tighten up on most outdoor uses 
of water, but retain a twice a week watering schedule. This schedule 
may be updated to once per week as conditions warrant.  Complete 
information on the status of water management in the City of Kyle is 
available on the City’s web site at http://www.cityofkyle.com/.

rAin bArrels At the COmmunity Center
As of June, the Community Center has two brand new rain barrels 
to use!  Big thanks to Plum Creek resident Mary Halenza of Lone 
Star Barrels for the donation and for painting them to match the 
building, too!  Thank you, Mary!

6th AnnuAl hill COuntry kids & fAmily tri
On Saturday, July 23rd, this great race returns to Plum Creek.  

It begins at 7am, and the event will use many parts of Plum Creek, 
including several streets and McNaughton Pool.  So, please watch 
for small runners and bikers this morning.  More information will 
be provided as the event near via the eNews and other outlets. 

nO tOddler time in July
Toddler Time is taking a break in July, but it’ll be

back in August for a Pool Day!  See you then! 

Aggies Of hAys COunty unite:
bbQ sChOlArshiP fundrAiser On August 14th
The Hays County A & M Mom’s Club is hosting a BBQ Fundraiser 

Sunday, August 14th at Old Town Texas in Kyle from 12 to 3pm 
that will serve to bring Past, Current and Future Aggies (and their 
friends and families) together!  Our goal is to raise $5000 to $10,000 
for scholarships through our sponsorships, donations of items for 
auction, and ticket sales. We know we can achieve this goal with your 
help.  Pre-sale tickets are $8.00 for students or $12.00 adults or can be 
purchased at the door for $10.00 for students and $15.00 for adults.  
Sponsorships range from $100 to $1000+.  Silent auction items are 
need, such as Aggie Collectables, art work, gift certificates, travel, 
services and more.  Any gift you can give will be greatly appreciated.  
Interested in sponsorships, tickets, or donations?  Contact Cindy 
Taylor at Cindy.taylor98@yahoo.com or 512-847-9914 OR Shawna 
Mayerson at mayersons@hayscisd.net or 512-965-8989
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*Annual Percentage Rate. All rates are expressed “as low as”. Actual rate may vary depending 
on credit qualifications. **Rate applies to 1st lien commercial real estate loans with a loan 

to value of 80% or less; construction/development loan rates/terms 
may be vary.  Rates and terms are subject to change without notice. 
Austin Telco Federal Credit Union is federally insured to at least 
$250,000 per member by the National Credit Union Administration.

Commercial Real 
Estate Loans
5 Years 
Fixed

7 Years 
Fixed

4.99%**

5.25%**

Home Equity 
Loans

4.45%*

4.75%*

Automobile
Loans
Up to
60 Mo.

66 Mo.
2.89%*

2.99%*

10 Years 
Fixed

15 Years 
Fixed
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Home Equity Loans
Refinancing can mean big savings. Let us help 
you figure out how much you can save.

Contact a loan specialist today at 512.302.5555 
or 800.252.1310 ext. 7194.

No Closing Costs
Austin Telco will pay all standard closing costs for new home equity 
loans under $100,000 closed at an Austin Telco branch.

Commercial Real Estate Loans

Austin Telco offers loans to help your business 
grow and succeed. 

Contact Jim Howey (ext.7317) or Jim Greenwood 
(ext. 7379) at 512.302.5555 or 800.252.1310.

20 Year Amortization
No Prepayment Penalty

21 Metro Locations . Free Checking . 250+ Free ATMs

trAsh CAns, trAsh CAns, trAsh CAns...
 With three trash cans now, many residents are struggling with how to 

stow them.  The actual deed restriction can be found below: However, 
rules can be difficult to interpret, so here are some general guidelines.

1. The trash cans should be out of the alley paving.  They cannot 
rest on the strip between your fence and the alleyway paving.
2. The trash cans should be screened from view with either a fence, 
lattice, or even, plants.  Of course, when trying to hide the trash 
cans, priority would be given to the front of the home (and side of 
the home when a corner lot).  In other words, it’s more important 
to hide them from the street view than the alley view, but ideally, 
the receptacles should be screened from all streets and alleys.
3. They should be neatly stowed
4. They cannot reside in the driveway.

•

•

•
•

If you have decided that you just cannot deal with three cans, 
you can contact TDS at 1-800-375-8375.  They will collect them.  
However, you will still pay for the service via your garbage bill, even 
if you use only 1 trash can.

 If you feel that you cannot comply with these guidelines due to 
the layout of your driveway, home, etc. and want to keep all three 
receptacles, you can seek an exception from the ARC by filing the 
appropriate paperwork.
If you have questions or need clarification on your trash can situation, 
you can contact Kristi at the HOA office at 512-262-1140.
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At no time will any source be allowed to use the Plum Creek Press' contents, 
or loan said contents, to others in anyway, shape or form, nor in any media, 
website, print, film, e-mail, electrostatic copy, fax, or etc. for the purpose of 
solicitation, commercial use, or any use for profit, political campaigns, or other 
self amplification, under penalty of law without written or expressed permission 
from Peel, Inc. The information in the Plum Creek Press is exclusively for the 
private use of the Plum Creek HOA and Peel, Inc.

DISCLAIMER: Articles and ads in this newsletter express the opinions 
of their authors and do not necessarily reflect the opinions of Peel, Inc. 
or its employees. Peel, Inc. is not responsible for the accuracy of any facts 
stated in articles submitted by others. The publisher also assumes no 
responsibility for the advertising content with this publication. All warranties 
and representations made in the advertising content are solely that of the 
advertiser and any such claims regarding its content should be taken up 
with the advertiser.
* The publisher assumes no liability with regard to its advertisers for misprints 
or failure to place advertising in this publication except for the actual cost 
of such advertising.
* Although every effort is taken to avoid mistakes and/or misprints, the 
publisher assumes no responsibility for any errors of information or 
typographical mistakes, except as limited to the cost of advertising as stated 
above or in the case of misinformation, a printed retraction/correction.
* Under no circumstances shall the publisher be held liable for incidental or 
consequential damages, inconvenience, loss of business or services, or any 
other liabilities from failure to publish, or from failure to publish in a timely 
manner, except as limited to liabilities stated above.

Services Include
Full Lawn Maintenance
Tree & Bush Trimming
Planting & Mulching
Mowing & Blowing
Weeding & Full Edging
Brick And Paver Planters 
Sod Replacement
Sprinkler Repair Installation
Brush & Junk Haul Off

•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•

by My Hired Helper - Plum Creek Residents Mows starting 
at only $19!

Call Sam or Kate at 512-663-8389 
to schedule service or if need a 

free consultation of your outdoor home. 

PluM Creek landSCaPIng

We accommodate any and all scheduling needs
including same day service, one time only, or set maintenance!

fully Insured

Licensed Irrigator 7554

PerSONAl ClASSIfIeDS
 All lANDSCAPING & HOmeOwNer SerVICeS: 
Mowing, Tree Trimming, Planting Trees and Shrubs, Yard 
Clean-up and Haul-off. Professional Window Cleaning, Pressure 
Washing, Painting, Move furniture or Whole House. Help with 
any project just ask. Excellent rates 512-626-2082.
AIr ZONe HeATING AND A/C Local Air Conditioning 
Company servicing all makes and models on commercial 
and residential equipment. Over 20 years experience with 
excellent customer service. Will fix any AC problem quick 
with a 100% job well done and guarantee at an affordable rate. 
TACLB00028527E  512-917-0384
THerAPeUTIC mASSAGe IN PlUm CreeK l.m.T., 
15 years experience in injury and rehab, trigger point, Swedish, 
deep tissue and sports therapies. Gift certificates available. For 
appointments and rates call 817-925-7057.

hOA OffiCe
mOving

The on-site HOA office will be moving toward the end 
of the summer.  The exact moving date is not yet known.  
The new office address will be 4100 Everett, Suite 150.  The 
office will be next door to Plum Fit in the Uptown District 
across from the Plum Creek Golf Club.  Additional details 
will be announced as they become available.

fRonT PoRCh daYS
Event Winners

...can be found at www.plumcreektxhoa.com and
in future PC Press editions, as space allows.  - thanks!
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