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Let’s Get Social, Plum Creek!
Did you know that we have several active social groups in Plum Creek with more popping 

up all the time? If you are interested in starting a social group, please email socialgroups@
plumcreektxhoa.com to get started! In case you missed it in the past newsletters, here is the 
basic information for each group. Hope you can join in the fun! 

55+ group
Meets at various times throughout the year with potluck and catered dinners and speakers/

events. If interested, please contact Dennis and Mariel Perkins at dperkins@reoservices.com.

aggie moms of hays county
All moms and grandmas of Aggie students are invited to the Aggie Mom’s meetings on 

the 2nd Thursday of every month at 7:00 pm at the Plum Creek Club House in Kyle. 
Please join us for Fun & Fellowship. For more information contact Debby Brewington at 
512.650.4590 or debbybrew@austin.rr.com 

bunco

Meets 3rd Tuesday of the Month at the Haupt Community Center at 6:30PM. Email 
Zoe at zls823@gmail.com for more info or to RSVP.

sip & sew
Meets 2nd Tuesday of the Month at the Haupt Community Center from 6:30 to 9PM. 

Members share their talents of knitting, fabric sewing, needle point, quilting, punch needle 
and rug hooking to name a few. For additional info, contact Pam Chapman (512.656.6050), 
Iris Sandle (512.405.0054), or Sandra Sigler (512.405.0187).

scrapbooking
The group meets monthly on the first Friday of every month at 7PM. Plus, there are four 

weekend retreats in 2012 – 2nd Friday and Saturday in January (1/13 and 1/14) and April 
(4/13 and 4/14) and the 1st Friday and Saturday in August (8/3 and 8/4) and October (10/5 
and 10/6). All free of charge! If you are interested in learning more about this group or to get 
on the email list, please contact Jeannie Willis at 512.268.4130 or Jeanniemn@yahoo.com.

toddler time
Monthly toddler playdates in Plum Creek. Email Christina at cb28655@earthlink.net for 

the dates, times, and events, as they vary from month to month. Next meetup is February 
7th at 10:30AM for some President’s Day fun!

Valentine’s Day
time to prune the roses 
Christina Baese, PC Landscape Committee

While many of you celebrate Valentine’s 
Day by giving roses, gardeners celebrate 
by pruning their rose bushes. Pruning 
improves appearance, stimulates growth, 
controls insects and disease, and controls 
bloom quality and quantity. Without a 
trim, roses bloom poorly, go to seed, and 
become dormant. Believe it or not, it is 
better to prune badly than to never pull out 
the shears. Thus, even if you don’t consider 
yourself an expert, trimming the roses can 
only help them.

In the past, roses were given a severe haircut 
and only a few foot long canes remained. This 
same rule holds for most modern roses, as 
they are considered weak growers and require 
a major jump start for spring. However, 
many of us, including myself, have a garden 
filled with antique and Earthkind roses, and 
they only require moderate pruning. They are 
strong growing bushes, and thus, a gardener 
just needs to remove half to two-thirds of the 
existing bush in spring. They require a trim, 
not a whacking. 

follow these
simple guidelines:

 Use sharp pruners or shears for cutting. 
A keyhole saw or lopper will cut old, woody, 
and thick canes. Wear gloves to protect your 
fingers and gauntlet gloves or a long sleeve 
shirt to protect your arms.
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Committee Contacts
Roses- (Continued from Cover Page)

Expose the lower plant and canes by removing mulch and debris 
and take a good look at your bush. You will want to keep the center 
open for good air circulation, and you may want to cut canes at 
uneven heights for a longer blooming period and better appearance. 
Before making any cuts, you must learn the best technique! Prune ¼ 
inch above a bud on a downward slant at a 45 degree angle, which 
will keep moisture from settling on the cut and causing stem die 
back. Cut to an outside bud to make plants grow wider. Cut to an 
inside bud to encourage more upright growth, especially if the plant 
tends to sprawl. 

First and foremost, remove all dead wood. Any brown coloration 
in the pith or center indicates a dead or dying cane. Cut to a lower 
bud or clear to the crown to find live pith, which will be white or 
pale green. Remove all crossed growth to the quick, or they will 
return and branch. For modern roses, select three to six strong, basal 
shoots from the prior year. Remove all other growth and prune the 
remaining canes to about one foot long. 

For antique roses, clip only ⅓ to ½ of the bush. This step will 
encourage full foliage and heavy bloom without destroying vigor or 
natural shape. Blooms will appear on the new growth in about four 
to six weeks. Only prune once-blooming roses, like Lady Banks, after 
their spring bloom. These varieties bloom on wood that has hardened 
over winter, and an early spring cut will reduce or eliminate their 
yearly flowering. Ever-blooming varieties and can be tip pruned or 
lightly trimmed throughout the year, as they flower on new growth. 
Climbing roses require only a light trim or taming. Only remove dead 
and unmanageable canes and then, secure the remaining branches.

Last, but not least, have fun! If you make a wrong cut,
it will grow back. Happy Valentine’s Day from the

PC Landscape Committee! Enjoy your roses!

At no time will any source be allowed to use the Plum Creek Press' contents, or loan 
said contents, to others in anyway, shape or form, nor in any media, website, print, film, 
e-mail, electrostatic copy, fax, or etc. for the purpose of solicitation, commercial use, or 
any use for profit, political campaigns, or other self amplification, under penalty of law 
without written or expressed permission from Peel, Inc. The information in the Plum 
Creek Press is exclusively for the private use of the Plum Creek HOA and Peel, Inc.

DISCLAIMER: Articles and ads in this newsletter express the opinions of their authors 
and do not necessarily reflect the opinions of Peel, Inc. or its employees. Peel, Inc. is 
not responsible for the accuracy of any facts stated in articles submitted by others. The 
publisher also assumes no responsibility for the advertising content with this publication. 
All warranties and representations made in the advertising content are solely that of the 
advertiser and any such claims regarding its content should be taken up with the advertiser.
* The publisher assumes no liability with regard to its advertisers for misprints or failure 
to place advertising in this publication except for the actual cost of such advertising.
* Although every effort is taken to avoid mistakes and/or misprints, the publisher 
assumes no responsibility for any errors of information or typographical mistakes, except 
as limited to the cost of advertising as stated above or in the case of misinformation, a 
printed retraction/correction.
* Under no circumstances shall the publisher be held liable for incidental or consequential 
damages, inconvenience, loss of business or services, or any other liabilities from failure 
to publish, or from failure to publish in a timely manner, except as limited to liabilities 
stated above.
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BUSINESS Classifieds

LANDSCAPING Plum Creek landscapers 
ready to prepare your yard for Spring! Services 
include new sod installation, planting, 
mulching, tree & bush trimming, mow, 
blow, and edging. We also do general clean up 
including raking up leaves and acorn removal. 
Newly available is lawn aerating. Call Kate 
for a free estimate or to schedule My Hired 
Helper 512-663-8389

ALL HOMEOWNER SERVICES: 
Painting Interior and Exterior, mowing, tree 
trimming, planting trees and shrubs, yard 
clean-up and haul-off. Professional window 
cleaning, pressure washing, move furniture. 
Help with any project just ask. Excellent rates 
512-626-2082

Two dog houses for sale. 
One large wooden homemade by owner 
for German Shepherd or similar size $75 or 
B.O. One medium plastic by Petmate $50. 
512-470-9293.

PERSONAL Classifieds

Upcoming Events
Calling all Scrapbookers on February 3rd

The Scrapbooker Club will meet on Friday, February 3rd at 7PM for a night of cutting, 
sorting, gluing, and creating! Feel free to bring a friend, or some snacks to share. Come share 
ideas and enjoy the fellowship with like minded crafters! There is no charge for this event. 
For more information or to get on the monthly email reminder list, please contact Jeannie 
Willis at 512.268.4130 or jeanniemn@yahoo.com. 

Toddler Time on February 7th

Let’s make Valentine’s Day cards, President’s Day masks, Lincoln stovepipe hats, and little 
log cabins! Crafts are geared toward the 18 month to 3 year old crowd, but younger and 
older siblings are welcome. Meet at 10:00AM at the Plum Creek Community Center at 
450 Haupt. Snack and juice provided. Email Christina to RSVP by Friday, February 3rd at 
cb28655@earthlink.net. Next Toddler Time is March 27th.

Sip & Sew Set for February 14th

Come and be inspired by a great group of artists! Share your talent or learn a new craft. 
You will find knitting, rug hooking, quilting, sewing, crocheting, punch needle and needle 
point. We have a few “beginning pieces” of needle point, if you would like to learn from 
an accomplished teacher. We gather at the Plum Creek Community Center at 450 Haupt 
from 6:30 to 8:30 PM on the second Tuesday of the month. February meeting will be 
February 14th. Any questions, please contact Iris Sandle (512.405.0054), Pam Chapman 
(512.656.6050), or Sandra Sigler (512.405.0187).



4      Plum Creek Press - February 2012	 Copyright © 2012 Peel, Inc.

PLUM Creek Press
Plum Creek’s

Yearly Event Schedule
 Come out for the fun in Plum Creek this year! 

Friday, April 1st.................Yard of the Month Season Begins,
...................................................................Runs through June

Saturday, April 7th.......................................Easter Egg Hunt

Saturday, May 12th .......................Spring Community Wide
................................................Garage Sale, open to the public 

May 19th & 20th........Front Porch Days & Front Porch Days
........................................................ 5k/1K, open to the public

Wednesday, July 4th.................. Annual 4th of July Parade &
............................................................... Picnic in Plum Creek

Tuesday, October 2nd............................ National Night Out

Saturday, October 6th....................... Fall Community Wide
................................................Garage Sale, open to the public

Saturday, October 13th...................Hootenanny on the Hill
............................ (Wildflower Seed & Stomp, BBQ Cook-off,
............................................ Pet Fair, 5K/1K and much more!)

Saturday, December 8th...................Santa Visits Plum Creek
................................(Pictures with Santa and Holiday Market) 

Other dates coming down the pipeline include the Plum Creek 
Garden Tour, the Front Porch Days Golf Tournament, the Holiday 
Lights Contest, Mother’s Day Shopping, Movies in the Park, Teen 
Movie Nights, and Skateboard Days.

Dates subject to change, so please check the PC Press
& eNews for the most up-to-date information!

 

Holiday Lights
Contest Winners

While judging, Landscape Chair Suzanne Parr said, “Our 
neighborhood looks fantastic, and judging was hard.   Our 
neighbors put a lot of effort to make the season Merry and 
Bright.” Isn’t that always the truth? Way to show your holiday 
spirit, Plum Creek!

And, the winners were...

The nominations included  711 Fairway, 1285 Fairway, 
1351 Fairway, 1449 Fairway, 5751 Fergus, 5788 Fergus, 5582 
Hartson, 5601 Hartson,  5611 Hartson, 2136 Hertzog, 470 
Hogan, 738 Hogan, 113 Horton, 1192 Kirby, 4400 Mather, 
140 Morrell, 157 Polk, 191 Sampson, 1068 Sanders, 116 Teasley, 
238 Wetzel, and 274 Witte. 

Next year, remember to nominate your own work or your 
neighbor! Big thanks to all who entered and decorated for the 
contest!  Also, thanks to the Landscape Committee for judging 
and volunteering! 

Great job all around, Plum Creek!

Traditional

1st:  274 Witte

2nd:  1068 Sanders

3rd:  470 Hogan

Novelty

1st:  157 Polk

2nd:  1449 Fairway

3rd:  191 Sampson

www.PEELinc.com

Support Your Community Newsletter

ADVERTISE YOUR BUSINESS
TO YOUR NEIGHBORS

PEEL, INC.
community newsletters

Ryan Lundberg
Sales Manager

512-263-9181  ext 23
ryan@PEELinc.com
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Friends Are ValuableThat’s why we’d like you to give them this special offer:They’ll get $500 toward KB Home Studio options when they buy a new KB home at Plum Creek.Plus, you’ll receive a $50 The Home Depot® gift card as our thanks.

Your friendship means a lot to me. That’s why I think you deserve a new KB home. 
When you sign your purchase agreement, present this flyer to the sales representative. 
You’ll get $500 toward KB Home Studio options when you buy a new KB home at 
Plum Creek, and I’ll get a $50 The Home Depot gift card. This offer expires November 30.

community name

homesite number/block number

KB Home sales representative’s signature

friend or family member name

date of purchase

estimated closing date

your name here

your home address

city                                 state      zip

your phone number

Simply fill in the blanks below, 
then give this flyer to a friend 
or family member. When they 
visit Plum Creek, we’ll take 
care of the rest!

F R I E N D S  A N D  F A M I L Y  A D V A N T A G E

©2012 KB Home (KBH). For referring KB homeowner (“Referrer”) to receive a $50 The Home Depot® gift card and referred homebuyer to receive $500 toward KB Home Studio options, referred homebuyer must present flyer on or before date of signing purchase agreement; sign purchase 
agreement on a new KB home at Plum Creek between 1/1/12 and 11/30/12; and close escrow in time required under terms of contract. No substitutions; not transferable, redeemable or exchangeable for cash; cannot be combined with any other offers; and supersedes previous referral 
programs. Studio options offer good only at Austin KB Home Studio. Only one Studio offer per new home. Claimant cannot refer self. Offers will be awarded/credited when both Referrer and referred homebuyer have closed escrow. Referrer cannot transfer any portion of referral bonus 

to referred homebuyer under any circumstances. No single claimant or household can receive referral fees in excess of $150 per year, or three referrals in a year. Both homes (of Referrer and referred homebuyer) must be owner-
occupied. KBH employees and their families not eligible for offer. Offer is null and void in jurisdictions where the payment of referral fees is prohibited by law. KBH reserves the right to extend, modify or discontinue offer at any time 
without notice. Other restrictions and limitations may apply. No affiliation or sponsorship is intended or implied with The Home Depot, and all trademarks are owned by the trademark owner. Plans, pricing, financing, terms, availability 
and specifications subject to change/prior sale without notice and may vary by neighborhood, lot location and home series. Additional charges apply for lot premiums, options/upgrades. Buyer responsible for all taxes, insurance and 
other fees. Sq. footage is approximate. Photo showes upgraded landscaping/options and may not represent community’s lowest-priced homes. Photo does not depict racial preference. See sales representative for details. AUS-99984

Plum Creek in Kyle From the $120s
New Model Home
• 1,109–2,000 sq. ft., 2–5 bedrooms, 2–3 baths
•  easy access to IH-35 makes commuting to Austin or San Marcos easy
•  close to major employers like Seton Northwest Hospital, Scott & White 

Hospital and U.S. Foods™

From I-35, take Exit 215/Kyle Pkwy./FM-1626 heading west. Turn left on Kohler’s Crossing and left 
into sales center. (512) 268-0780

TRAFFIC SIGNOFFS
ARTIST ______________________________

PROOF/LEGAL ________________________

REP/MNGR __________________________

CREATIVE ____________________________

PDF UPLOADED TO ____________________

MARKETING FINAL ____________________

PROD/CREATIVE FINAL _________________

KBHOME PRINTAD
JOB # ___________________

DIVISION ________________

PUB ____________________

CAMPAIGN ______________

COLOR __________________

LIVE _________________

TRIM ________________

BLEED _______________

PROOF # _____________

DUE TO DIV ___________

INSERTION DATE _______

99984_0109

AUSTIN

PEEL INC.

FRIENDS REFERRAL

4 COLOR

N/A

7.5X9.75

N/A

1

1/3

2/1

99984_0201 PEELInc.indd   1 1/5/12   2:55 PM
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DOES CORN REALLY 
CONTROL WEEDS?
Christina Baese, PC Landscape Committee 

Weed season is upon us. Tackle existing weeds by pulling them 
by hand or using a tool. Hand removal is the most effective method 
but requires the most work. To save your back down the road and 
prevent dormant weed seeds from growing later in the season, try a 
pre-emergent weed killer called Corn Gluten Meal or CGM.

CGM is a powdery byproduct from the corn milling process, 
and for years, it has been used as a supplement in hog feed. Nick 
Christians, a researcher at Iowa State University, discovered another 
use conducting an experiment on golf course turf pathogens. While 
the experiment failed, he found that CGM inhibited root growth 
by drying out sprouting seeds.

CGM serves as a natural and non-toxic herbicide and works best on 
seeds that germinate on or near the surface of the soil. It is completely 
safe around established plants, unlike many chemical weed & feed 
products that can kill lawn, plants, and trees. Weeds controlled by 
CGM include crabgrass, dandelions, smart weed, redroot pigweed, 
purslane, lambsquarters, foxtail, barnyard grass, and more. 

In addition, CGM has an N-P-K ratio of 9-1-0 or 9-0-0, which 
is close to perfect for fertilizing our local soils and lawns. The two 
qualities of natural herbicide and effective fertilizer make CGM 
an ideal weed & feed for Plum Creek and a great alternative to 
traditional chemical versions. Generally, apply CGM at 20 to 40 
pounds per 1000 sq. ft. but read package directions for the most 
accurate application. Use a drop or broadcast spreader set on the 
smallest setting to get the best coverage. Walk briskly to prevent piles 
and do not apply on windy days.

After applying CGM, sprinkle the area with water to activate 
the product. One application effectively suppresses weeds for 4 
to 6 weeks. Heavy soils, extended periods of rain, and hot spells 
may require more frequent or monthly applications. Effects are 
cumulative, and results improve with repeated use. When April or 
May arrives, evaluate your grass. If your lawn does not appear as green 
or as healthy as you desire, feed it again with an organic product like 
Lady Bug 8-2-4.Remember, CGM prevents seeds from germinating 
and needs a minimum of 60 days to break down before applying any 
grass or flower seed to the same area.

Purchase CGM at Lowe’s in the organic section,
It’s About Thyme on Manchaca Road,

other local nurseries, or online. 
Happy Gardening!

Be Featured in
Meet the Neighbor

If you’d like to be featured, just email the answers to the 
following questions to announcements@plumcreektxhoa.com 
by the 8th along with a picture. Feel free to elaborate on any 
one of the questions! If we get lots of submissions, we’ll submit 
one each month until we run out, and then, we’ll ask for more! 
•	 Name and General Job Description
•	 Names and Ages (optional) of Kids/Other Family Members 

Living in Plum Creek, if any
•	 Names and Types of Pets, if any
•	 City/State Before You Lived in Kyle and/or Hometown
•	 Hobbies/Interests
•	 Why did you move to Plum Creek
•	 What is your favorite feature or event in Plum Creek? 

What do you love about it?
•	 What is favorite restaurant, store, event, or activity in Kyle?
•	 What is one thing about you that most people would be 

surprised to know?
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Get Arty for Valentine’s

By, Christina Baese

 So, I’m a Pinterest addict. I freely admit 
it, and I am always looking for unusual gifts. 
The other day, I came across the neatest 
project by a lady named Brandy (aka Baby 
Blackbird on Pinterest). She and her kids 
actually created this project for Father’s Day, 
but I thought it would be perfect for anyone 
for Valentine’s Day!

 First, get a black canvas and vinyl sticky 
letters (the removable/repositionable kind). 
According to her, bigger canvases and letters 
equal more impact. With the letters, put a 
special message on the canvas…I love you, 
With All My Heart, Best Mommy Ever, etc. 

 Then, pick out a few acrylic paints (like 
the little jars at Hobby Lobby) and grab 
your brushes. Cover the canvas with paint. 

The painting they created was just a lovely 
abstract piece covered in various colors…a 
blue, purple, and yellow sunset. Then, 
peel off the letters, and voila…you have a 
beautiful, homemade piece of art with a 
very special message to your loved one! 
This project is great for adults, toddler, 
teens…just about anyone.

And, if you need an even 
more kid friendly version: 
Grab a piece of white 
cardstock. Write a message 
with a white crayon. Press 
hard with the crayon. Cover 
with watercolor paint. When dry, glue 
to another piece of cardstock. The 
results are amazing on both 

projects and such fun! I have both of these 
projects posted on my Pinterest Valentine’s 
Day Board, if you’d like to see some samples. 
Just look for Christina Baese. Hope you get 

out there and get artsy 
this month! 
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