
Copyright © 2012 Peel, Inc.  Winchester Trails Trailwriter - February 2012     1

www.winchestertrails.com

Volume 8, Issue 2  
www.winchestertrails.com February 2012

2012 Pool Renovation Project
The pool is currently under construction to replaster both the pool and the 

wading pool.  If you used the pool at the end of the summer last year, you might 
have noticed a few cracks in the bottom.  Small holes developed that led to much 
larger crevices.  We were able to patch a few of these until the pool season was over.  
Greater Houston Pool evaluated our pool and identified the plaster problem.  The 
pool was drained January 3rd. and we are in the process of using jack-hammers to 
tear away existing walls and the bottom area.  There are many steps to the process 
and although there may be some rain days, the completion date remains within 
the initial three week timeframe.  For residents that live around the pool, we are 
sorry for the noise pollution.  We expect the jack-hammer portion to be completed 
by Jan 11th.  I want to thank the Board for moving swiftly with approval and 
contract on this renovation, thereby allowing us a full 2012 pool season.  

By February 1st, Cypress Fairbanks School District will announce the 2012 - 
2013 school dates. That will allow us to establish our 2012 pool season.  April 
will be here before we know it, and everyone will receive a postal notice of the 
registration form and pool schedule.  You may check the website (winchestertrails.
com) in March for the announcement of April’s tag day Saturdays.  We are work-
ing hard to maintain our facilities to the standard that Winchester residents have 
come to expect.  Thanks for your time,

See you at the pool…
Pool Committee
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Jeff Ottmann, President .......................................281-469-1465
Sandor Karpathy, Vice President ..........................281-955-1138
Wayne Wilcox, Secretary .....................................281-894-6233
Jim Giese, Assistant Secretary ..............................281-890-5207
Kevin Ancell, Director .........................................281-894-6476
Planned Community Management, Inc. PCMI Winchester 
Trails management company subdivision questions call (Office 
9-5) .....................................................................281-870-0585
Office number is answered 24/7/365. After hours pager on call.
Sheriff, Non-911 Calls ........................................713-221-6000

Report vehical tag number/type or description of person; as appropriate

Jim Malone is the security representative for WT.
His email can be found on the Security page of the Trails website.

Greg Johnson ......................................................832-237-8178
Jim Malone .........................................................281-890-3803
Ian McCrory .......................................................713-818-0138
Walter Sonne .......................................................281-894-7117
Paulette Walker ...................................................281-894-5708

Clubhouse Rentals
  Lisa Stephens (voicemail-calls returned w/in 24 hrs) ..832-592-3297
Website and Directory Editor
  Melissa Zmerzlikar ..................directory@winchestertrails.com
Tennis Committee
  Johnny Hooker .................................................281-890-9123
Yard of the Month
 Ann Warnke .................................yom@winchestertrails.com
Stork Committee
 Dana Hong.................................. stork@winchestertrails.com
Neighborhood Information
 Ron Matthews .............................. info@winchestertrails.com
Welcome Committee
 Debbie Griesbach ...................welcome@winchestertrails.com
Newsletter Editor
 Melanie Scales ..................... newsletter@winchestertrails.com
 Mary Gwynne
Social Committee
 Lisa Wooldridge .................................. social@winchester.com
Marquee and Signs
 Julie Fletcher  .........................Marquee@winchestertrails.com
 Kerry Thomas ..............................tykes@winchestertrails.com
eBlast - Susie Mallory ....................  eblast@winchestertrails.com
Trails Treasures                                 
 Paulette Walker ...................... paulette_walker@sbcglobal.net
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Publisher
 Peel, Inc. ..........................www.PEELinc.com, 888-687-6444
 Advertising ...........advertising@PEELinc.com, 888-687-6444
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NOT AVAILABLE 
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“Living, loving, and learning in  
Christ and the Church.”

6646 Addicks Satsuma Rd.
Houston, TX 77084

281-463-1444
www.seascs.org

 EXCELLENT CURRICULUM • ATHLETICS
COMPUTER & SCIENCE LABS

BEFORE & AFTER SCHOOL PROGRAMS

Open
Registration

Begins
Feb. 13th!

Come grow
with us!

St. Elizabeth Ann Seton
Catholic School
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(Continued on Page 4)

Pet Boutique 

13707 West Road
(West Rd. at Eldridge)

PROFESSIONAL PET STYLING
FOR DOGS & CATS

Owned & Operated by Certified Groomers

Boarding Available
for your dogs & cats

Pastries • Clothing • Gifts
Organic Treats & Accessories

832-237-2060
www.petstylingbysherry.com

We now sell Nature’s Variety
Pet Food - Raw & Kibble

Bashans Painting
 & Home Repair

• Interior & Exterior Painting
• Hardi Plank Installation
• Wood Replacement
• Sheetrock Repair
• Interior Carpentry
• Cabinet Painting
• Wallpaper Removal and  
  Texturizing
• Pressure Washing
• Fence Repair/Replacement

Commercial/Residential
Free Estimates

281-347-6702

References Available • Fully Insured
NO PAYMENT UNTIL COMPLETION

281-731-3383cell

bashanspainting@earthlink.net

• Garage Floor Epoxy
• Custom Staining
• Roofing
• Gutter Repair/Replacement
• Faux Painting
• Door Refinishing
• Window Installation
• Trash Removal
• Ceiling Fan/Light Fixtures

February is prime time for getting the yard back into good shape 
and ready for a new growing season before the warm weather arrives 
and before the weeds start to take control, and there are already 
plenty of winter weeds to take care of. A couple of light freezes this 
winter may have damaged your patio plants and some of the garden 
shrubs, so cut off the dead wood and give them chance to recover. 
By mid-February, we should be safe from the danger of any more 
frosts, so now is the time to complete the winter pruning of trees, 
evergreens and summer-flowering shrubs to encourage new growth. 
Don’t prune the spring-flowering shrubs - you’ll be cutting off po-
tential blooms. Try to plant (or move) trees and shrubs before they 
start their springtime growth spurt. This is also a favorable month 
to set cuttings of hardwood shrubs and also to divide, separate and 
transplant perennials.

Don’t forget that Valentine’s day is the traditional deadline for 
rose pruning; cut back to about three or four good canes, knee-high 
(except climbing varieties). Climbing roses will bloom on last year’s 
growth, and you need to maintain lateral canes on a trellis, fence or 
wall to promote flowering. Select and plant new bare-root roses now 
(container-grown plants can go in later, if you wish), but don’t feed 
newly planted bushes until after first bloom.

It’s not too late to apply dormant oil spray on fruit trees, and it’s 
a perfect time to clean up, cultivate and mulch all the beds. Do it 
now, while the weather is pleasantly cool and the task is manageable 
- leave it too late and you’ll find yourself struggling to take care of 
overgrown weeds in the summer. 

Feed trees by using a stake or a length of pipe to drive a series of 
holes a foot deep and a foot or so apart around the drip line, and 
apply a small handful of general-purpose fertilizer (such as 12-24-
12) in each hole. A good rule of thumb is to apply a total of about 
one and a half pounds for each inch of trunk diameter. If your pine 
trees have very pale green or yellowish needles, that’s a sign that the 
soil is too alkaline, and the cure is to include a soil acidifier with the 
fertilizer (an iron supplement such as “Ironite” serves the purpose 
very well). Magnolias also need acid soil conditions, so use special 
azalea/camellia fertilizer or add a soil acidifier. 

Hold off feeding the grass until it starts to green-up, and don’t feed 
azaleas until after they bloom, but do go ahead and fertilize evergreen 
shrubs. In general, wait until March to feed the ornamental shrubs 
- feeding too early will encourage tender new growth that may be 
nipped if we are unlucky enough to get a very late frost. Pansies have 
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Crime report
December 2011

According to the reports by the Harris County Sheriff’s 
Office, published on http://www.CrimeReports.com, the 
crimes reported in the Winchester Trails neighborhood 
during the month of December 2011 a r e  a s 
follows:

•	 Theft	-	Grand	and	Larceny:	
Copperdale	Lane.

•	 Criminal	Mischief:	
Bent	Spur	Lane	

Please report anything 
suspicious to the Harris 
County Sheriff’s Department a t 
713.221.6000.  

Green	Tumb	Corner	- (Continued from Page 3)

Lost and found Pets
If you have lost a pet or found a stray pet, you can notify your 

Winchester Trails neighbors by using the neighborhood eblast 
email system. Including a photo of the lost or found pet is very 
helpful. Please do not post signs, as the s i g n s 
frequently turn into litter. 

To notify the neighborhood of a 
lost or found pet, send an email 
to eblast@winchestertrails.com, 
and the eblast administrator 
w i l l  e n s u r e  t h a t  t h e 
information is distributed to 
the neighborhood through the 
eblast system. If  you are not 
registered to receive the eblast 
emails, send an email to eblast@
winchestertrails.com to request to 
be added.

a hearty appetite and need a balanced fertilizer (13-13-13) every few 
weeks; remove faded blossoms to encourage new blooms. The pansies 
should have another couple of months of useful life but the recent 
mild winter season has really been too warm for a good display.

Before we get into the heavy grass-cutting season, it’s a good idea to 
sharpen the mower blade and take care of other maintenance activi-
ties on the machine. And it’s not too late to fill in those low spots in 
the lawn where someone drove over the grass; use a good weed-free 
topsoil or sand and don’t bury the grass too deep at each application 
- leave the leaf tips sticking out to encourage it to grow through.

In the vegetable garden, set out plants of the cool-weather varieties 
(broccoli, cabbage, cauliflower) and plant seeds for beets, rutabaga, 
carrots and potatoes. If you are also thinking of raising a second 
potato crop in the fall, plan ahead by getting extra seed potatoes now 
and storing them in the refrigerator. It’s usually impossible to buy 
them in late summer, and regular potatoes from the grocery store may 
not sprout because they are usually treated with a growth inhibitor.

ThIS MONTh’S TIP:
While you’re busy pruning those trees and shrubs, remember the 

rule-of-thumb about not cutting off more than one third of the 
foliage at any one time (except for crape myrtles, which can tolerate 
being cut back to almost nothing).

Phil Richards
Prich8935@aol.com

FREE?
DID YOU SAY

www.PEELinc.com

YES! YOUR NEWSLETTER IS PROVIDED
100% FREE OF CHARGE TO YOUR HOA
and is made possible by the  
advertisers within. Please frequent
their businesses and let them
know where you saw their 
advertisement.  While there, 
be sure to say “Thanks!”

PEEL, INC.
community newsletters
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Cracked Curbs
Are your curbs broken, cracked or missing parts?

Did you know that curbs are maintained 
by the County?  If parts of your curb are  
missing or cracked, including the walkway, 
you can contact Harris County Precinct 4 
to repair it for you. (Note that driveways 
are owned and maintained by the resident, 
however.) If you report the need for repair 
to the County, they will come out and 
repair it at no cost to you. This service is 
paid for by your county taxes, but many 
residents are not aware of the county’s 
responsibility.

I reported a crack on my curb last year 
and submitted a request using their web-
site. Since I had no prior experience with 
the County’s customer service, I expected 
a reply involving government red tape. 
I could not have been more surprised or 

pleasantly impressed. The next step brought 
the county truck and workers in front of my 
home repairing the cracks! How about that? 
The whole process was user-friendly and 
courteous. The repair request I submitted 
was completed just as I requested.  There 
are not many areas of government that work 
to satisfy customer repairs so promptly or 
efficiently.

The best way to request this service is to use 
their website at http://www.hcp4.net. Click 
on “Community Assistance” then click on 
“Request Service”.  This sends you to a Work 
Order Request Form.  Fill it out and submit 
it using “Concrete Repair” under Request 
Type, for any curb work. The county will re-
pair your curb cracks in no time.  They really 
need to be commended for their good service!

Don’t have access to a computer or can’t 
type in a request? You can call Precinct 4 
at 281-353-8424.  I have no experience to 
report using this method.  Either way, you 
will need address and cross street informa-
tion. In addition to using this system to 
report problems with your curbs, you can use 
the system for the following services: Ditch 
Maintenance, Road Markings and Repairs, 
Sidewalk Maintenance, Standing Water, 
Storm Drains, Traffic lights and other such 
activities.  The county is working to make 
reporting services faster and more efficient. 
As a Precinct 4 resident, I appreciate their 
efforts and commend their work.

Antonia Martinez
Winchester Trails - Dude Rd.
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Advertise 
Your Business Here

888-687-6444

NEW TEENaGERS - haPPy 13Th!
02/06 - Emmilyne Thomas
02/19 - Anthony Barreto

02/28 - Joshua Wood
NEW dRIVERS - haPPy 16Th!

02/08 - Grant Moss
NEW VOTERS - haPPy 18Th!

02/08 - Ronnie Costello
02/08 - Andrea Wood

NEW adULTS - haPPy 21ST!
02/23 - Anthony “Trevor” Baham

02/27 - Robert Ottmann

haPPy 15Th aNNIVERSaRy!
02/15 - David & Sharon Martin

haPPy 25Th aNNIVERSaRy!
02/27 - Jim & Laurie Horton

haPPy 30Th aNNIVERSaRy!
02/25 - Ronny & Brenda Hughes

Melissa Zmerzlikar    
directory@winchestertrails.com

Cypress-Fairbanks ISD Partners in Education
'12 Mentor Training Sessions

•	 Thursday, January 26, 2012
•	 9:30 a.m. – 11:30 a.m.
•	 Tuesday, February 7, 2012
•	 6:00 p.m. – 8:00 p.m.
•	 Thursday, March 22, 2012
•	 9:30 a.m. – 11:30 a.m.

All training sessions are held at the Berry Center at 8877 Barker 
Cypress Rd.

A mentor is a suitable role model committed to serve as a guide 
and a friend while helping a student with his/her educational and 
personal development.  We ask for a commitment of approximately 
one hour a week for a school year. You’ll meet only on campus & 
during school hours. (Appointment times may be flexible)

To reserve your seat and materials, please send an email with your 
name and the date of the training to: vipsrsvp@cfisd.net. Reservations 
are required. Questions? Call 281-894-3950

Cypress Christian 
Prospective

K-12 Family Night Open House
On February 16, 2012, from 7-8:30 pm, prospective families will 

be given the opportunity to visit the campus and gather information.  
The evening will include a general assembly and private tour.   Please 
visit www.CypressChristian.org for more information.

Northwest Flyers Youth Track Club
begins 25th Season

Houston, TX, January 5, 2012
The Northwest Flyers Youth Track Club will begin the 2012 season 

with its first practice during the week of February 13th.  The team 
consists of boys and girls, ages 6 -18, provides a full program of track 
and field events, and is affiliated with USA Track & Field (USATF).  
The club was founded 25 years ago by Olympic gold medalist Fred 
Newhouse to foster the development of youth track & field in the 
Northwest Houston area.

For additional information on how to register, please visit the team 
website at http://www.northwestflyers.org or contact Linette Roach 
at (281) 587-8442 or linette.roach@sbcglobal.net.
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WINCHESTER TRAILS DISCLAIMER
DISCLAIMER: :  Articles and ads in this newsletter express the opinions of 

their authors and do not necessarily reflect the opinions of Winchester Trails 
Board, Committee or volunteers (known as WTC).  WTC is not responsible for 
the accuracy of any facts stated in articles whether drafted by Board members, 
committees or volunteers.  All warranties and representations made in the 
advertising content are solely between the advertiser and purchaser.  Any such 
claims regarding its content should be taken up with the specific advertiser.
•	 Every	effort	will	be	made	to	provide	correct	and	updated	information.
•	 There	isn’t	any	liability	between	advertiser	and	Peel	Inc.	with	regards	
to ad costs.
•	 Every	 effort	 has	 been	made	 to	 avoid	mistakes.	 	WTC	 takes	 no	
responsibility but will help with efforts to correct misprints.
•	 Under	 no	 circumstances	 shall	WCT	 be	 held	 for	 incidental	 or	
consequential damages, inconvenience, loss of business or services, or any other 
liabilities from failure to publish in a timely manner.

Every resident is responsible for their own due diligence when selecting a 
vendor for services.  Just because a vendor is listed in the Trail Writer, we assume 
no responsibility for checks from the Better Business Bureau, Craig’s List, Angie’s 
List or any other listing that might give a favorable or non-favorable rating.  
Please check each vendor you are considering, ask for references in our area (don’t 
rely on yard signs).  Examine each vendor you may consider for business as a 
new vendor.  Changes of five or ten years between uses may indicate ownership 
changes.  Advertising in the newsletter is a marketing decision and assumes no 
service, price or guaranteed checklist.

You may contact Ron Matthews or any Board member with questions on 
this disclaimer.

DISCLAIMER: Articles and ads in this newsletter express the opinions of 
their authors and do not necessarily reflect the opinions of Peel, Inc. or its 
employees. Peel, Inc. is not responsible for the accuracy of any facts stated in 
articles submitted by others. The publisher also assumes no responsibility for 
the advertising content with this publication. All warranties and representations 
made in the advertising content are solely that of the advertiser and any such 
claims regarding its content should be taken up with the advertiser.
* The publisher assumes no liability with regard to its advertisers for misprints 
or failure to place advertising in this publication except for the actual cost of 
such advertising.
* Although every effort is taken to avoid mistakes and/or misprints, the pub-
lisher assumes no responsibility for any errors of information or typographical 
mistakes, except as limited to the cost of advertising as stated above or in the 
case of misinformation, a printed retraction/correction.
* Under no circumstances shall the publisher be held liable for incidental or 
consequential damages, inconvenience, loss of business or services, or any other 
liabilities from failure to publish, or from failure to publish in a timely manner, 
except as limited to liabilities stated above.

Articles in this newsletter express the opinions of their authors and do not 
necessarily reflect the opinions of Peel, Inc. or any of its employees. Peel, Inc. 
is not responsible for the accuracy of any facts stated in articles submitted by 
others. Federal Copyright Laws prohibit the reproduction of previously pub-
lished materials which include newspaper articles, magazine articles and web 
page articles without the original author's expressed written consent. Please do 
not submit articles which are in violation of this law.

Junior achevement of 
Southeast Texas, Inc.

Attention All Volunteers
2012 CfISd SPRING JUNIOR aChIEVEMENT 

TRaINING SESSIONS
Junior Achievement is back this spring for all CFISD volunteers. 

This unique program, designed by the private business industry 
and paired with the state’s mandated social studies curriculum, 
introduces basic economic concepts to students of all ages. The 
program provides examples of jobs and life skills to students in 
the classroom and emphasizes the importance of every individual’s 
role in our economy. JA offers the traditional program that allows 
career, stay-at-home parents, and community volunteers to go into 
the classroom to teach mini-lessons appropriate for each grade level, 
K-12. All materials are provided, including a script for each lesson. 
A commitment of approximately 30-45 minutes each week for 5 
weeks is needed to present the JA program to one class; scheduling 
may vary by campus and teacher. 

For secondary students, JA is proud to have its newest program, 
JA Finance Park Virtual. Ideal for graduating seniors, this program 
takes students through a computer simulated, real-life experience of 
participating in the work force, earning enough money to support a 
desired life-style, and being accountable for paying all bills. Students 
greatly benefit from this program by building their planning and 
finance skills. Volunteers guide students through this financial 
experience over three 30-minute visits to the classroom. 

Campus approval and coordination for JA traditional classroom 
and JA Finance Park Virtual required. Don’t miss out on this fun 
and exciting way to volunteer in the classroom!

VOLUNTEERS NEEd TO aTTENd ONLy 
ONE Of ThE fOLLOWING SESSIONS:

Session #1 .....  Tuesday, January 24, 2012 ....  The Berry Center
 9:30 AM - 12:00 PM ........  8877 Barker Cypress
  Entrance 2
Session #2 .....  Tuesday, March 6, 2012 ........  The Berry Center
 9:30 AM – 12:00 PM .......  8877 Barker Cypress
   Entrance 2
Please RSVP to the Partners In Education Office @ at vipsrsvp@

cfisd.net. 
Please include your name, school, name of training, date of the 

training, and the presentation grade level. 
Registration of all participants is required to guarantee an adequate 

number of training materials and available seating.
For questions, please call the PIE office at 281-894-3950. Adults 

Only Please 
 If you would like more information about the Junior Achievement 

program, please email Kristin Oroz at koroz@jahouston.org. 
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308 Meadowlark St.
Lakeway, TX 78734-4717

Cynthia Bean, REALTOR,® GRI, TAHS, ASP
Your Neighbor For Over 20 Years!

Selling your home?

 Exceptional Service & Value!
• Free Warranty

• Free Attorney Contract Review

• Free Staging Evaluation & Consultation

Call Today For
Your Appointment!

832.681.9959
or visit us at

www.newpathproperties.com


