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Letter from the President
Greetings, 
The Board of Directors held its meeting on February 1 with a 

focus on planning for the coming months. It is hard to believe, 
but the pool season is about two months away. We have been 
looking at optimizing the pool schedule based on the number 
of swimmers who attend at times during the week. One of the 
quietest days tends to be on Sunday evenings. So the pool will be 
closing at 8:00 PM on Sundays instead of 9:00 PM. A few years 
ago, we did a similar evaluation to find that there was little use 
of the pool before noon on Sunday, so we changed the opening 
from 10:00 AM to noon. We have left the hours the same for 
the rest of the week. 

As indicated in the January newsletter, we had GHPM resur-
face the pool and make upgrades to the pool that were either 
required by law or were needed due to wear. Those improvements 
have mostly been complete with the majority of the noisy work 
being finished. 

Your Board is available to talk with you should you have an 
issue. Our phone numbers are in the newsletter and on the 
website. If you should get our voicemail, please leave your name 
and phone number. There have been a few instances where we 
have been unable to return calls as we did not have the correct 
phone number.

As a reminder, the next Board meeting is scheduled Wednes-
day, April 4 in the clubhouse. As with all meetings, we need to 
have a quorum to hold the meeting, and there are times that your 
volunteer Board’s personal or business issues prevent us from 
having a meeting. If the date of the meeting changes, the new 
time will be posted in various locations including the website.  
We hope to see you there. 

Until next month… 

Green Thumb Corner
We’ve had pretty mild conditions during the first part of this year, 

with the result that the winter weeds have been growing, so it’s time 
to get down to some serious work during the spring season to get 
the yard and garden in good shape before the warm weather arrives.

For an impressive display of spring and summer color, this is a good 
time to get started with transplants. There were some nice displays of 
pansies during the last few months but they won’t be very happy in 
warm weather after the end of March, so pull them up and replace 
with petunias, marigolds, vinca (periwinkle), begonias or geraniums. 
Lantana is also very good - as a regional native, it is tolerant to heat 
and drought and is very hardy in summer conditions (although it 
may not survive winter frosts if you try to keep it going as a peren-
nial). Plant caladiums and impatiens in the shady areas.

Complete the winter pruning, if not done already. We suffered a 
little freeze damage this year, so make sure you remove any dead wood 
and cut back to green growth. Try to complete all tree and shrub 
planting now, before the first full burst of spring growth, and divide 

(Continued on Page 3)
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Jeff Ottmann, President .......................................281-469-1465
Sandor Karpathy, Vice President ..........................281-955-1138
Wayne Wilcox, Secretary .....................................281-894-6233
Jim Giese, Assistant Secretary ..............................281-890-5207
Kevin Ancell, Director .........................................281-894-6476
Planned Community Management, Inc. PCMI Winchester 
Trails management company subdivision questions call (Office 
9-5) .....................................................................281-870-0585
Office number is answered 24/7/365. After hours pager on call.
Sheriff, Non-911 Calls ........................................713-221-6000

Report vehical tag number/type or description of person; as appropriate

Jim Malone is the security representative for WT.
His email can be found on the Security page of the Trails website.

Greg Johnson ......................................................832-237-8178
Jim Malone .........................................................281-890-3803
Ian McCrory .......................................................713-818-0138
Walter Sonne .......................................................281-894-7117
Paulette Walker ...................................................281-894-5708

Clubhouse Rentals
  Lisa Stephens (voicemail-calls returned w/in 24 hrs) ..1-832-592-3297
Website and Directory Editor
  Melissa Zmerzlikar ..................directory@winchestertrails.com
Tennis Committee
  Johnny Hooker .................................................281-890-9123
Yard of the Month
 Ann Warnke .................................yom@winchestertrails.com
Stork Committee
 Dana Hong.................................. stork@winchestertrails.com
Neighborhood Information
 Ron Matthews .............................. info@winchestertrails.com
Welcome Committee
 Debbie Griesbach ...................welcome@winchestertrails.com
Newsletter Editor
 Melanie Scales ..................... newsletter@winchestertrails.com
 Mary Gwynne
Social Committee
 Open .....................................................................................
Marquee and Signs
 Julie Fletcher  .........................Marquee@winchestertrails.com
 Kerry Thomas ..............................tykes@winchestertrails.com
eBlast - Susie Mallory ....................  eblast@winchestertrails.com
Trails Treasures                                 
 Paulette Walker ...................... paulette_walker@sbcglobal.net

COMMITTEE CHAIRS

MAINTENANCE 
ASSOCIATION DIRECTORS

MUD #9 OFFICERS

Publisher
 Peel, Inc. ..........................www.PEELinc.com, 888-687-6444
 Advertising ...........advertising@PEELinc.com, 888-687-6444

NEWSLETTER

NOT AVAILABLE 
ONLINE

Cypress Christian
Prospective K-12 Parent Open House

On March 22, 2012, from 9-11 am, parents considering enrolling 
their child for the 2012-2013 school year will have the opportunity 
to visit classes and gather information.  Visit CypressChristian.org 
for more information.

Kirk Elementary
Spring Festival 

Friday April 27, 2012 //4:30-7:30 pm // (713) 849-8250
•	 Basket Raffle, Bouncy Houses, Cake Walk, Dunking 

Booth, Face Painting, Games, Food and Family Fun!
•	 ^12421 Tanner Road, Houston, Texas 77041
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Bashans Painting
 & Home Repair

• Interior & Exterior Painting
• Hardi Plank Installation
• Wood Replacement
• Sheetrock Repair
• Interior Carpentry
• Cabinet Painting
• Wallpaper Removal and  
  Texturizing
• Pressure Washing
• Fence Repair/Replacement

Commercial/Residential
Free Estimates

281-347-6702

References Available • Fully Insured
NO PAYMENT UNTIL COMPLETION

281-731-3383cell

bashanspainting@earthlink.net

• Garage Floor Epoxy
• Custom Staining
• Roofing
• Gutter Repair/Replacement
• Faux Painting
• Door Refinishing
• Window Installation
• Trash Removal
• Ceiling Fan/Light Fixtures

and transplant perennials. We reviewed tree-feeding in last month’s 
article but it’s not too late to do it in March/April (for established 
trees, not newly planted) and don’t forget an acidifier (such as Ironite) 
if the pine trees are looking yellow.

If you’re feeling energetic, the lawn will benefit from a good thatch-
raking and also aeration by spiking with a spading fork (special mower 
attachments make both jobs a lot easier). On the subject of mowers, 
some routine annual maintenance is advisable before the heavy usage 
begins: sharpen the blade, check the spark plug, change the oil, and 
you’ll get better performance and reliability. A nice clean cut from 
a sharp mower blade produces a better appearance than the ragged 
and bruised grass stems that result from a dull edge.

Azaleas can be pruned and fertilized immediately AFTER bloom-
ing, and you can give the grass its first feed of the season (use 
something like 15-5-10) as soon as it has started to green-up. Begin 
a monthly feeding program with roses (12-24-12 is a good general-
purpose fertilizer), and feed all established plants and shrubs. Surface 
cultivation will mix the fertilizer into the soil and is important to 
promote good growth and rapid development. And of course, mulch 
well.

I try to limit the use of chemicals, but it’s almost impossible to 
grow roses in the Houston climate without resorting to pesticides 

and fungicides. Spray weekly with Daconil to control Black Spot 
fungus, and Malathion for aphids (you can mix the two treatments 
in the same spray solution). Unfortunately, spraying is also necessary 
for successful fruit trees. Use a “fruit and nut” spray and make the 
first application when three-quarters of the blossoms have dropped, 
then continue at 10-day or two-week intervals until a couple of 
weeks before harvest. I’ve tried skipping the spray regimen with 
peaches and plums, and the result has been 100% infestation of 
the crop by wasp larvae.

In the vegetable garden, set out tomato and pepper plants this 
month (and if you hurry it may not be too late for broccoli). Plant 
seeds for beets and carrots now, but wait until April before planting 
corn, beans, squash, cucumber, cantaloupe and melons (when the 
soil is warmer for faster and more consistent germination).

THIS MONTH’S TIP: As we get into the warmth and humid-
ity of spring, watch out for Brown Patch lawn fungus, visible as an 
expanding circle of dead grass. Apply Terraclor granules and feed 
to encourage new growth - leaves and stems may be dead, but the 
grass will come back from the roots.

Phil Richards
Prich8935@aol.com

FREE?
DID YOU SAY

www.PEELinc.com

YES! YOUR NEWSLETTER IS PROVIDED
100% FREE OF CHARGE TO YOUR HOA
and is made possible by the  
advertisers within. Please frequent
their businesses and let them
know where you saw their 
advertisement.  While there, 
be sure to say “Thanks!”

PEEL, INC.
community newsletters
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Neighborhood Social 
Chairperson Needed

We need someone to serve as the social chairperson for the 
neighborhood. The person that fills the role of social chairperson helps 
in the budget planning for each social event in the neighborhood , but 
should not be responsible for planning each event, as we frequently 
have other volunteers that will serve as event coordinators. 

Would you be willing to share your time to help us have some 
great events in our neighborhood?

Contact Paulette Walker at 281-894-5708 or at paulette_walker@
sbcglobal.net for more information.

NEW TEENAGERS - HAPPY 13TH!
03/02 - Dustin Smith
03/03 - Robert Dunn

03/11 - Gabrielle Wooldridge
03/17 - Kaitlyn Zera

NEW DRIVERS - HAPPY 16TH!
03/13 - Emily Gwynne

03/26 - Raegan Mitcham
New Voters - Happy 18th!
03/02 - Nocholas Gonzales

03/21 - Allison Artz
NEW ADULTS - HAPPY 21ST!

03/02 - Kord Douglas
03/03 - Whitney Kanke

03/03 - Ryan Slaven
03/17 - Joshua Criswell

HAPPY 10TH ANNIVERSARY!

03/09 - Bryan & Mindy Gross

HAPPY 15TH ANNIVERSARY!
03/08 - James & Kimberly Kanke
HAPPY 20TH ANNIVERSARY

03/14 - Baron & Tana Foreman
HAPPY 25TH ANNIVERSARY!
03/28 - Gary & Denise Wardwell

HAPPY 30TH ANNIVERSARY!
03/24 - Don & Deborah Roper

Melissa Zmerzlikar    
directory@winchestertrails.com

Explore the World
Without Leaving Home!

Host an international exchange student through AYUSA International.
Learn the true heart and soul of a culture!

AYUSA International is a non-profit high school foreign exchange 
student organization.  We welcome teenagers from over 60 countries 
worldwide and provide host family placement and ongoing super-
vision for 5 and 10 month academic programs.  These exceptional 
young people look forward to a warm bond of friendship with your 
family and a rewarding cultural exchange.  Host families are asked to

•	 provide meals 
•	 and provide a bedroom either shared or private. 

Students pay for all other personal expenses while in the U.S. 
All across the world, AYUSA students are eagerly awaiting their 

host family placement.  Please call today and begin the adventure 
of a lifetime!  

Call Ayusa International at 1-888-552-9872 or email at staff@
ayusa.org.

Locally you can contact Vicki Odom at vickiayusa@yahoo.com 
or call 832-455-7881 for more information as well.

Northwest Houston Mother 
of Multiples

Northwest Houston Mothers of Multiples (NWHMOM) meets 
at 7PM, the third Thursday of every month, at Event with Elegance, 
20320 Northwest Freeway, Suite 900 Houston, Texas  77065 (off 
290 at Huffmeister).  NWHMOM assists mothers of multiple 
birth children by lending them support; sharing information and 
relating experiences of the joys and struggles of raising multiples. 
We have playgroups for children newborn to school age, as well as 
weekend playgroups.  We celebrate most holidays with family style 
get togethers and even have adult social gatherings for a night away 
from the kiddos.   We welcome all expectant, newly delivered and 
seasoned (veteran) mothers of multiples.  For more information 
please visit www.nwhmom.org or just come by one of our meetings!  
We would love to have you!
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Yard of the MonthYard of the Month
Edmundo and Esther Flores
10315 Minturn
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ORAL HEALTH UPDATE

IT MAY NOT BE “JUST A 
TOOTHACHE”.

Going to the dentist may not be on the top 
of your To Do list, but if you’re experiencing 
dental pain, a trip to the dentist may be just 
what you need. If you have a toothache that 
lasts more than one or two days, you notice 
swelling around a tooth, bleeding, or experi-
ence severe pain or fever, it’s time to make 
an appointment with the dentist as soon as 
possible. A thorough examination and diag-
nosis is important to prevent more serious 
complications to your teeth, jaw, and gums. 
Dental decay and gum disease are progres-

sive in nature. Early diagnosis is essential to 
a quicker and easier treatment.

THERE ARE SEVERAL CAUSES
OF DENTAL PAIN, INCLUDING:

•	 Tooth decay affecting the enamel and the 
dentin, or inner layer of the tooth

•	 Tooth abscess caused by severe tooth decay 
or a trauma causing an infection at the root 
of the tooth or between the gum and tooth 

•	 Damage to existing fillings due to pressure 
from chewing, grinding, or clenching

•	 Teeth grinding that causes fracturing, 
loosening, and excessive wear

•	 A fractured tooth from a traumatic dental 
injury 

•	 Infected gums as a result of gingivitis or 
gum disease (periodontitis)

During your exam, your dentist will typi-
cally ask about the nature of your dental pain, 
when it started, and if anything makes it bet-
ter or worse. Then, your dentist will conduct 
a physical examination of your mouth, teeth, 
gums, jaws, tongue, and throat. X-rays and 
other tests may be recommended, depending 
on what the dentist suspects is causing your 
toothache. 

Once your dentist has determined the 
cause of your dental pain, you will be pre-
sented with treatment options. If a cavity is 
causing your pain, a simple filling may do 
the trick. However, if there is an infection 
that has spread to the tooth’s nerve, a root 
canal may be necessary. An antibiotic may 
also be prescribed if you have swelling of the 
jaw or a fever.

DENTAL PAIN IS PREVENTABLE!
Because most toothaches are caused by de-

cay, practicing good oral hygiene is the easiest 
way to prevent dental pain. This includes 
brushing and flossing every day and visiting 
your dentist for professional cleanings and 
checkups on the schedule determined by 
the Dental Hygienist. In addition, eating a 
healthy, balanced diet that is low in sugar will 
not only help you prevent cavities but will 
improve your body’s overall health.

Submitted by Dr. Flury

Make an impact.
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WINCHESTER TRAILS DISCLAIMER

DISCLAIMER: :  Articles and ads in this newsletter express the opinions of their 
authors and do not necessarily reflect the opinions of Winchester Trails Board, Committee 
or volunteers (known as WTC).  WTC is not responsible for the accuracy of any facts 
stated in articles whether drafted by Board members, committees or volunteers.  All 
warranties and representations made in the advertising content are solely between the 
advertiser and purchaser.  Any such claims regarding its content should be taken up with 
the specific advertiser.
•	 Every	effort	will	be	made	to	provide	correct	and	updated	information.
•	 There	isn’t	any	liability	between	advertiser	and	Peel	Inc.	with	regards	to	ad	costs.
•	 Every	effort	has	been	made	to	avoid	mistakes.		WTC	takes	no	responsibility	
but will help with efforts to correct misprints.
•	 Under	no	circumstances	shall	WCT	be	held	for	 incidental	or	consequential	
damages, inconvenience, loss of business or services, or any other liabilities from failure 
to publish in a timely manner.

Every resident is responsible for their own due diligence when selecting a vendor for 
services.  Just because a vendor is listed in the Trail Writer, we assume no responsibility 
for checks from the Better Business Bureau, Craig’s List, Angie’s List or any other listing 
that might give a favorable or non-favorable rating.  Please check each vendor you are 
considering, ask for references in our area (don’t rely on yard signs).  Examine each vendor 
you may consider for business as a new vendor.  Changes of five or ten years between uses 
may indicate ownership changes.  Advertising in the newsletter is a marketing decision 
and assumes no service, price or guaranteed checklist.

You may contact Ron Matthews or any Board member with questions on this 
disclaimer.

DISCLAIMER: Articles and ads in this newsletter express the opinions of 
their authors and do not necessarily reflect the opinions of Peel, Inc. or its 
employees. Peel, Inc. is not responsible for the accuracy of any facts stated in 
articles submitted by others. The publisher also assumes no responsibility for 
the advertising content with this publication. All warranties and representations 
made in the advertising content are solely that of the advertiser and any such 
claims regarding its content should be taken up with the advertiser.
* The publisher assumes no liability with regard to its advertisers for misprints 
or failure to place advertising in this publication except for the actual cost of 
such advertising.
* Although every effort is taken to avoid mistakes and/or misprints, the pub-
lisher assumes no responsibility for any errors of information or typographical 
mistakes, except as limited to the cost of advertising as stated above or in the 
case of misinformation, a printed retraction/correction.
* Under no circumstances shall the publisher be held liable for incidental or 
consequential damages, inconvenience, loss of business or services, or any other 
liabilities from failure to publish, or from failure to publish in a timely manner, 
except as limited to liabilities stated above.

Articles in this newsletter express the opinions of their authors and do not 
necessarily reflect the opinions of Peel, Inc. or any of its employees. Peel, Inc. 
is not responsible for the accuracy of any facts stated in articles submitted by 
others. Federal Copyright Laws prohibit the reproduction of previously pub-
lished materials which include newspaper articles, magazine articles and web 
page articles without the original author's expressed written consent. Please do 
not submit articles which are in violation of this law.

www.PEELinc.com
advertising@PEELinc.com

•	 Atascocita	CIA
•	 Atascocita	Forest
•	 Blackhorse	Ranch
•	 Bridgeland
•	 Chelsea	Harbour
•	 Coles	Crossing
•	 Copperfield
•	 Cypress	Mill
•	 Cypress	Point
•	 Eagle	Springs
•	 Enchanted	Valley
•	 Fairfield
•	 Fairwood
•	 Harvest	Bend	The	Village
•	 Kleinwood
•	 Lakemont
•	 Lakes	of 	Fairhaven
•	 Lakes	of 	Rosehill
•	 Lakes	on	Eldridge
•	 Lakes	on	Eldridge	North
•	 Lakewood	Grove

Reaching youR neighboRs
contact us today

foR adveRtising infoRmation
1-888-687-6444

and many others...

Peel, Inc.
community newsletters

•	 Legends	Ranch
•	 Longwood
•	 Normandy	Forest
•	 North	Lake	Forest
•	 Riata	Ranch
•	 Riverpark	on	the	Brazos
•	 Shadow	Creek	Ranch
•	 Silverlake
•	 Steeplechase
•	 Stone	Forest
•	 Stone	Gate
•	 Summerwood
•	 Village	Creek
•	 Villages	of 	NorthPointe
•	 Willowbridge
•	 Willowlake
•	 Willow	Pointe
•	 Winchester	Country
•	 Winchester	Trails
•	 Windermere	Lakes
•	 Wortham	Villages
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WT

Cynthia Bean, REALTOR,® GRI, TAHS, ASP
Your Neighbor For Over 20 Years!

Selling your home?

 Exceptional Service & Value!
• Free Warranty

• Free Attorney Contract Review

• Free Staging Evaluation & Consultation

Call Today For
Your Appointment!

832.681.9959
or visit us at

www.newpathproperties.com
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308 Meadowlark St.
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