
Copyright © 2012 Peel, Inc. The Times - April 2012     1

THE TIMES

April 2012 Volume 6, Issue 4

Upcoming Events
INFORMED CITIZENS GROUP | APRIL 3, 2012

We are joining forces with our neighbors to promote activism in our neighborhoods 
and precincts. As we work together to research, educate and inform ourselves and 
our constituents about our state, local, and federal office holders. Our mission will be 
to support candidates and issues that most represent our core values.  Together, we will stay 
educated, informed and uphold our duty as citizens -always working towards the mission 
of benefiting our Republic.  We meet the first Tuesday of every month at 7:00 pm at the 
LakelandActivityCenter.   The Bridgeland Board of Directors and the Bridgeland Community 
Associations do not have any connection to any group that meets at the facilities, nor do 
they necessarily agree with or support the views or beliefs of these groups.  

MEN’S POKER GROUP | APRIL 5, 2012
We meet the first Thursday of each month at 7:00pm, if you would like to meet with us 

please RSVP.  The first couple of games will be Texas Holdem Tournaments with a $20 buy-
in.  We will rotate houses to meet at, after you RSVP you will be sent an e-vite invitation with 
the location of the tournament.  As the group gets going, we will change up the structure 
(free play tournaments at the Lakeland Activity Center, different poker games and betting 
structures) to meet the needs of the group.  We look forward to meeting you! 

Bridgeland Open House & Concert in the Park “Bayou Roux” April 15, 2012, 4:00-7:00 
pm, FestivalPark.

CONCERT IN FESTIVAL PARK | APRIL 15, 2012 5-7PM
Join us inFestivalParkfor an evening of great music, friends, and fun! Bring your picnic 

basket, blankets, and chairs. Sit back relax and enjoy the fun Cajun variety band Bayou Roux 
as they play great sounds from all genres!  Bayou Roux covers traditional Zydeco classics, but 
also takes some of the great party tunes of all time and adds some Cajun sparkle to create 
something totally new.

THE BRIDGELAND LADIES ASSOC. BUSINESS FAIR | APRIL 15, 2012
The Bridgeland Ladies Association will host a Business Fair. The event will be held at 

Festival Park from 4:00pm to 7:00pm. We would like to invite all Bridgeland residents to 
come out and meet some of the Business Owners we have in our community. The Business 
Fair is our way of building a bridge to Bridgeland residents and our Community Business 
Owners. If you would like to participate please contact bridgelandwa@gmail.com.

NATUREFEST | APRIL 28, 2012 10AM-5PM | OAK MEADOW PARK

Cy-Fair
Volunteer Fire 

Department
SPRING RECRUITING

OPEN HOUSE

The Cy-Fair VFD will be having a Spring 
Recruiting Open House at all 12 of our 
neighborhood fire stations on Saturday 
April 21st from 9am to 12.Those interested 
in joining or learning more about the Cy-
Fair VFD can stop by and visit their local 
fire station and speak to actual volunteer 
firefighters about the needs and requirements 
to join.For more information on joining or to 
find your closest fire station please visit us at 
www.cyfairsbravest.org or call 281-550-6663. 
The Cy-Fair Volunteer Fire Department is one 
of the largest volunteer fire departments in the 
Nation.  We cover 156 sq. miles in Northwest 
Harris County from 12 Fire Stations and have 
over 350 volunteers.
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IMPORTANT NUMBERS

EMERGENCY NUMBERS
EMERGENCY ...............................................................911
Fire ..................................................................................... 911
Ambulance ......................................................................... 911
Harris County Sheriff .........................................713-221-3300
Cy-Fair Volunteer Fire Dept. .............................281-550-6663

AREA HOSPITALS 
Cy-Fair Medical Center .................................  281-897-3300
North Cypress Medical Center  ...................... 281-477-0830
Willowbrook Methodist  ................................ 281-477-1000

SCHOOLS
Cy-Fair ISD ........................................................281-897-4000
Cy-Fair ISD ................................................... 281-897-4000
Robison Elementary School............................ 281-213-1700
Warner Elementary School ............................. 281-213-1650
Spillane Middle School  .................................. 281-213-1645
Smith Middle School ..................................... 281-213-1010
Cy Woods High School .................................. 281-213-1727
Cy Fair High School ....................................... 281-897-4600

UTILITIES
Trash - Republic Waste ................................... 281-446-2030 
Water and Sewer  ........................................... 800-579-4500 
Gas - Centerpoint Energy ............................... 800-579-4500 
Electricity - Reliant Energy ........................... 800-735-42568
Cable/Internet/Phone - Comcast .................... 713-341-1000

PUBLIC SERVICES
Cypress Post Office  .........................................281-373-9125
Drivers License Info. ...................................... 281-955-1100
Harris County Tax ..........................................713-224-1919

NEWSLETTER PUBLISHER
Peel, Inc. .............................................................888-687-6444
Article Submissions .........................bridgeland@peelinc.com
Advertising ...................................... advertising@peelinc.com

 The Times is a monthly newsletter mailed to all Bridgeland 
residents. Each newsletter is filled with valuable information about 
the community, local area activities, school information and more.
 If you are involved with a school group, play group, scouts, 
sports activity, social group, etc. and would like to submit an 
article for the newsletter you can do so online at www.PEELinc.
com or you can email it bridgeland@peelinc.com. Personal news 
for the Stork Report, Teenage Job Seekers, special celebrations, 
birthday announcements and military service are also welcome.
Our goal is to keep you informed!

A newsletter for Bridgeland residents.
 THE TIMES

NOT AVAILABLE
ONLINE

17310 FM 529 #104 Houston Texas, 77095 
281.858.6830 

www.onceuponachild.com 

When it comes to kids stuff, 
we’re number onesie.

We pay $$$ on the spot for gently used 
clothing, toys, furniture and equipment your 
kids have outgrown. Plus low prices on just 
what they need now.  

Bring in this ad for $5 off any $25 purchase 
on gently used kids clothing, toys, furniture 
and equipment. Cool prices. Just in time for 
cool temps. Snuggle into that.  
 
Offer expires: 11/30/2010

 
City, State 55555 

123.456.9999 
www.ouac.com 

 
We Pay $

for Kids Stuff !

Children’s Clothing
Newborn to youth size 16

Furniture & Equipment
Toys, Books & More!

Payment on the spot
for all items accepted.

No Appoinment Necessary

281.858.6830 
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Listing Your Home for Sale in
Bridgeland?

Call your Cypress RE/MAX real estate expert

Named one of Houston’s Top 25 Real Estate Teams by the
Houston Business Journal for 2010!

17920 Huffmeister, Suite 140 • Cypress, Texas 77429

281-304-9500
281-731-7399

Virtual Tour Our Listings
at:

Broker/Owner

Lakeland

YOUR NEIGHBOR’S NEED YOUR HELP!
Fifty years ago in the Cypress area, if you 

walked outside and saw your neighbor’s 
house on fire there was no 911 to call, no 
fire station just around the corner and no 
fire fighters nearby trained to save lives and 
property. There was your neighbor and you. 
Along with anyone else who would stop to 
help, you would pass water buckets to each 
other, turn on the garden hose and hope to 
keep the fire at bay for the 20 minutes it took 
Houston, Fairbanks or Jersey Village fire 
departments to get an engine to your home. 
In 20minutes, a home and a life built in it 
can be totally destroyed. 

Responding to the need of their community, 
in 1961 the Cypress-Fairbanks Volunteer Fire 
Department was formed. The firefighters-to-

be who signed up were mechanics, firefighters 
from other services, police, shop assistants, 
nurses, lawyers and other ordinary people 
from homes and businesses in Cypress-
Fairbanks. Fire department phones were 
placed in businesses and homes throughout 
the region, and extensions run to homes to 
cover any calls received at night. Fire ‘stations’ 
were volunteers’ homes, volunteers willing 
to be woken at any time of night with a cry 
for help. While the volunteer fire fighters 
responded, their wives would call the other 
volunteers – there were no pagers or cell 
phones in 1961. 

Today, the Cy-Fair Volunteer Fire 
Department has gone through many 
transitions. They have a state-of-the-

art communications system. They have 
equipment that is the envy of many paid 
departments. And the word Volunteer does 
not mean Amateur – Cy-Fair has a no-cost 
training program for members that earns 
state qualifications in fire-fighting, EMS 
and Emergency Communications. But one 
thing has not changed – neighbors helping 
neighbors. No matter how good the training, 
the equipment or the operations, the 
Department needs neighbors to volunteer. 
They need YOU to volunteer. 

No matter what your day job is, no matter 
how busy or old you are. Man, woman, 
college student, the Department needs you 
to help us help your neighbor. 
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Building visions of outdoor excellence 
713-677-4210 

·  Custom Pools 
·  Pool Renovations/Remodel 
·  Outdoor Kitchens 
·  Patio Covers 
·  Cabanas & Pergolas 
·  Full Service Landscape Design 
·  Maintenance and Repairs 
 

Vision 
Pools & Outdoors 

 

www.horizon-landscape.com 

281-373-0378 
Proudly serving northwest Houston since 1997 

Gold Star 
Accredited Business 

FULL SERVICE LANDSCAPE COMPANY 
Lawn Service 

Landscaping 

Patios & Walkways 

Tree Service 

Fertilization & Pesticide 

Sprinkler Systems 

Commercial & Residential 
$25.00 & up 

Landscape Design & Installation * 
Seasonal Flowers * Drainage * Lighting 
Sod Installation * Mulch Installation * 
Rock Borders 

Pavestone * Concrete * Flagstone 

Tree Trimming * Removal * Installation 

Spraying & Feeding for Lawn, Shrubs & Trees 
Fire Ant Control * Tree Deep Root Feed * 
Brown Patch Reduction 
State Licensed Applicator 

Design * Installation * Repairs 
Proper Coverage * Warranty 
Licensed Irrigator #8587 

www.visionpoolsandoutdoors.com 
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Shipping • Packaging Services • Mailbox Services • Copying • Finishing 
Printing • Office Supplies • Moving Boxes • Laminating • Stamps

17515 Spring Cypress, Suite C
Cypress, TX 77429 • 281-304-6800

(Kroger Shopping Center)

*25¢ Color Copy
(size 8.5x11)

*5¢ B&W Copy
(size 8.5x11)

Auto Talk – Ask a Medic
Recently my mechanic said my catalytic converter is defective 

and has to be replaced. What is a catalytic converter and how does 
it become defective?

A catalytic converter is a device that converts three harmful 
compounds (hydrocarbons, carbon monoxide and nitrogen oxides) 
in car exhaust into harmless compounds. Carbon monoxide is a 
poison for any air-breathing animal. Nitrogen oxides lead to smog 
and acid rain, and hydrocarbons produce smog.

A catalytic converter becomes defective when too much raw 
fuel enters the exhaust system—causing the metals inside to start 
imploding. When this happens, severe black exhaust fumes (smells 
like raw fuel) and/or “bogging down” can happen and causes back 
pressure on the engine. Your check engine light will illuminate on 
your vehicle’s dashboard when this occurs.

WHAT CAN I DO TO PREVENT CATALYTIC
CONVERTER FAILURE? TWO SIMPLE THINGS:

•	 Make sure your vehicle is tuned up on time; every time. Why? 
Once the spark plugs become worn, they will not burn fuel 
optimally—this causes raw fuel to enter and/or collect in the 
vehicle’s exhaust system.

•	 Service your cooling system every two years or 30,000 miles 
(contrary to the manufacturer’s suggestion of five years or 100,000 
miles. With wear and tear, your vehicle’s cooling system thermostat 
may be sticking “open,” causing continuous flow of coolant—never 
allowing the engine to reach its full operating temperature the 
majority of the time. The driver will never see this issue on the 
gauge. It’s a minute problem that will cause severe issues to the 
catalytic converter later down the road. If the vehicle continuously 
stays cool, the computer wants to dump more fuel in the engine 
than what is really needed. This again allows raw fuel to enter the 
exhaust thereby causing catalytic converter failure.

Tommy Bludworth is an ASE certified technician with more than 
15 years experience. Advice and recommendations given are for your 
convenience. You should see a qualified, professional when having 
any automotive repairs made on your vehicle.

Explore the World
Without Leaving Home!
HOST AN INTERNATIONAL EXCHANGE

STUDENT THROUGH AYUSA INTERNATIONAL.

Learn the true heart and soul of a culture! Ayusa International is 
a non-profit high school foreign exchange student organization. We 
welcome teenagers from over 60 countries worldwide and provide 
host family placement and ongoing supervision for 5 and 10 month 
academic programs. These exceptional young people look forward to 
a warm bond of friendship with your family and a rewarding cultural 
exchange. Host families are asked to provide meals and provide a 
bedroom either shared or private. Students pay for all other personal 
expenses while in the U.S. 

All across the world, Ayusa students are eagerly awaiting their 
host family placement. Please call today and begin the adventure 
of a lifetime! Call Ayusa Interenational at 1-888-552-9872 or 
email at staff@Ayusa.org. Locally you can contact Vicki Odom at 
vickiAyusa@yahoo.com or call 832-455-7881 for more information 
as well.

Northwest Houston
Moms of Multiples

The Northwest Houston Moms of Multiples group is having 
their bi-annual Buy/Sell on Saturday, April 21, 2012! We will 
be selling every kind of baby gear, baby clothes, kids clothes, 
maternity clothes, toys, furniture, games,, household items and 
more! Come see us!

THE KIDSRKIDS PARKING LOT
10740 BARKER CYPRESS
CYPRESS, TEXAS. 77433

COME EARLY & BRING CASH!

SATURDAY, APRIL 21, 2012 • 7AM-12PM

This is a Multiple Family sale with lots of great stuff!
See you there!
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281.389.7608
Call Today!

COMMERCIAL
& RESIDENTIAL

▪ Driveways & Patios
▪ Foundations
▪ Stamped Concrete
▪ Pool Decking
▪ Pools & Spas
▪ Outdoor Kitchens
▪ Metal Buildings
▪ Parking lots
▪ Crushed Concrete
▪ Asphalt

Email: zach@powell-concrete.com
www.powell-concrete.com

Honest 
Work at 
Honest 
Prices!

PERSONAL CLASSIFIED
FOR SALE: 2 Wilderness Systems, Pungo 120 and 100, sit 
inside Kayaks with paddles. Rarely used, excellent condition. 
$425.00 each.

FOR SALE: three custom made valences, palm-like leaf 
design in tans, browns and blues.  Two at +70", one at +35", 
good condition, $150.00

Ingredients

RECIPE OF THE MONTH

Enjoy!

Carrots au Gratin

•	 2 lbs. carrot, sliced
•	 1/8 tsp. pepper
•	 ½ Cup chopped onions
•	 1½ C milk
•	 ¼ Cup oleo, divided
•	 4 oz. processed 
•	 3 T. flour
•	 American cheese, cubed
•	 ½ tsp. salt
•	 1 T. dried parsley

Cook carrots until tender crisp. Drain. In saucepan saute 
onions in 3 T butter. Stir in flour, salt, & pepper. Gradually 
add milk and bring to boil. Cook for 1 minute or until 
thickened. Stir in cheese until melted. Add carrots and 
parsley. Pour in greased 2 quart baking dish. Melt remaining 
butter and pour over carrots. Bake at 350º 20-25 minutes 
or until bubbly. (8-10 servings)
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Fit & Fun: Health Tips for You &Your Children

By: Concentra Urgent Care

Getting fit and staying fit can be a fun 
process. That’s true for individuals, and 
it’s especially true for families. Fitness is an 
important topic, especially when your daily 
routine involves a lot of sitting, whether 
at work, at school, or at home in front of 
a computer or TV screen. The habits that 
we learn as children are often the habits we 
carry into adulthood. As parents, we can help 
our children build healthy habits and find 
new, fun ways to motivate ourselves and our 
children to get active.

BELOW ARE SOME IDEAS FOR
GETTING OFF THE COUCH & HAVING 

SOME FUN WHILE GETTING FIT:

•	 Take an active vacation: It’s tempting 
every day to think of your vacation as a 
time to sit and relax. But isn’t that what 
your body does everyday? Instead, you can 

plan a trip that includes hiking, biking, 
skiing, and other activities that the whole 
family can do together.

•	 Visit a local park: It doesn’t have to 
take a whole day, but you could spend a 
few hours playing at a park. Take a ball 
(football or soccer), a Frisbee, or a hacky 
sack, and play. You can invite some friends 
to join you, too. And remember: It’s not 
just about the kids moving around – it’s 
your time, too!

•	 Hold a block party: Call your neighbors, 
and block off the closest cul-de-sac for a 
get together that includes fun and active 
games. From freeze tag and relay races 
to hide-and-seek and kickball, there are 
hundreds of activities to choose from that 
are fun for everyone.

•	 Go for a hike: Find a local area where 
you and your family can go and hike for 
a few miles. Spend time outdoors, and 
enjoy what nature has to offer while you 
all get fit!
For more ideas about fun activities, visit 

the American Alliance for Health, Physical 
Education, Recreation, and Dance’s Web site 
at: www.aahperd.com.

THE GOAL: BE INSTRUMENTAL IN 
ENCOURAGING CHILDREN TO DEVELOP 

THE GOOD HABIT OF MOVING THROUGH 
SPACE, NURTURING THEIR PHYSICAL 

POWER, & GETTING FIT.

For more information about healthy 
activities, contact your health care provider 
or your Concentra health specialist. For more 
information on the importance of fitness 
for children, visit the Centers for Disease 
Control and Prevention’s Web site at: http://
www.cdc.gov/healthyyouth/physicalactivity/
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We specialize in
dress-up parties for girls.

Best part of all...

we do it all!
Birthday Parties

Spa & Girl Scouts Parties
Individual Beauty Sessions

See our website for camp registration information

www.duchessanddivas.com

16518 House & Hahl Rd, Ste. F

Cypress, TX 77433

281.975.2566

E: sales@duchessanddivas.com

CY WOODS KEY CLUB
When you normally hear clapping or cheering coming from proud parents, it is usually 

found at an outdoor sporting event, such as basketball, football, and soccer, or during an 
awards ceremony. Yet, when I heard these sounds, they weren’t at an outdoor sporting event 
but at the annual cup stacking tournament at Goodson Middle School. 

At this event, I judged children from the ages as young as five to thirteen, watching large 
amounts of talent and precision in their abilities to stack cups at great speeds. My day began 
walking into the preliminary rounds of the competition. I was judging the seven-year old 
participants, for whom this might have been their first year participating. They were tasked 
with completing the 3-3-3, which was an event where they stacked up pyramids of 3 cups 
and then took them down. After the 3-3-3 they would complete the 3-6-3 which followed 
the same guidelines as the 3-3-3. After the 3-6-3, would be the Cycle, which is perhaps 
the most difficult because it involved stacking up the cups the same as the 3-6-3 then after 
taking the cups down, the cups would be divided into two towers of 6 cups each. They 
would then stack both towers into pyramids after which they take the pyramids down and 
then combine the cups into one tower and then build up into one grand pyramid before 
finishing in the 3-6-3 stance. Also with the singles divisions were the doubles divisions 
where two competitors would work as one stacker using only one hand depending where 
they stood to stack the Cycle. 

When the preliminaries were completed, next were the team relays where a majority of 
teams worked against each other and the clock to advance into the next round. The teams 
completed the 3-6-3. With the 3-6-3 team relays the first person would start the clock and 
each contestant on the team would stack the 3-6-3, after the last person has stacked, he or 
she would stop the clock and the judges would compare scores and times to determine the 
winner.

Finally were the finals where the top 5 in each division would participate in head to head 
times. During this time, cameras would be set up to record the contestants stacking but 
there are two reasons for these cameras: one is to record the contestants in case they surpass 
and set new records, and another is to check whether or not they made a mistake and the 
time is not recorded as by this time, a majority of the competitors move too fast for the 
judges to properly observe. 

During these events I witnessed many competitors moving at varying paces. The little kids 
would move at a speed many might describe as a snail’s pace while the older competitors 
might be moving as fast as a fighter jet. But no matter what speed the little kids were moving 
at, the whole goal was neither their ability nor speed at stacking, but for them to have fun. 
Witnessing the number of smiles and laughter from the kids, as well as cheering from excited 
parents, I can tell without a doubt that this goal was accomplished in soaring numbers.

Pick up the Pile
Happy New Year to all! As we embark on 

2012’s journey, some will think of ways to 
improve upon themselves. I’d like to offer 
an idea to those that still think dog poop is 
fertilizer, let’s try picking up after our dogs.  
In case you were not aware,  scientists have 
established the fact that the dog's gut harbors 
a particular type of bacteria known as the 
coli form bacteria. This bacterium includes 
the dreaded E. coli bacteria and also contains 
strains of salmonella and giardia.  Now, since 
the rains have finally come, all the piles that 
have been left behind will be washed into 
our storm drains and contaminate our water 
supply.  Not only is our water supply affected 
but perhaps even the air we breathe...I came 
across this article:

SCIENCEDAILY (AUG. 18, 2011) 
“Bacteria from fecal material -- in 

particular, dog fecal material -may constitute 
the dominant source of airborne bacteria in 
Cleveland’s and Detroit’s wintertime air, says 
a new University of Colorado Boulder study.”

This was the first test conducted, for 
air borne disease so far, however, scientist 
presume other cities, with an abundance of 
the canine kind, will show similar results. 
Please be kind, don’t leave it behind. To those 
that pick up....THANK YOU

www.pickupthepile.com 
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Your little ones’ ouches
are our Urgent Care’s 
fi rst focus! A visit to the Emergency 

Room can cost as much 
as fi ve times more than 
a visit to an Urgent care 
center.

“Experienced emergency 
room physicians 

without the cost or wait 
of your typical emergency 

room visit”

Your Neighborhood Urgent Care Center

Open Everyday 9am–9pm
(except major holidays)

281-304-1100
www.excelurgentcare.com

Conveniently located at the end 
of the Target shopping strip 
adjacent to the Best Buy on 

US Hwy 290 & Spring Cypress  

•  Free Estimates
•  2-Year Warranty
•  Sheetrock Repair
•  Wallpaper Removal
•  Faux Finishing

•  References
•  Fully Insured
•  Texturing
•  Carpentry
•  Murals

Ask About Our 

FREE Color Consultation!

CYPRESS FALLS
HIGH SCHOOL CHOIR

Pop show ‘PIZAZZ ‘on Feb. 24th and 25th was a huge success!  
Musical numbers from ‘Grease’, ‘Sister Act’, ‘Newsies’, ‘Oh Brother, 
Where Art Thou?’, ‘Hairspray’ and ‘High School Musical’ filled the 
stage for a truely entertaining evening. Performances were polished, 
sets were vibrant, costumes clever and our students dazzled us with 
their lively spirit. The Varsity Men’s and Women’s choirs, along with 
Acapella and Chamber choirs were melded together fantastically and 
masterfully in two weeks for an event that left you feeling happy 
and wanting more. Great job to all the behind the scene helpers, 
the baking parents, the costume making mom’s and our amazing 
choir directors!  You pulled off yet another smashing, scene stealing, 
show! BRAVO!

We would like to thank our student teacher that has been a 
wonderful part time addition to the teaching and directing of our 
choirs. Mr. Matthew Perez joined our team in partial fulfillment of his 
degree plan. While working with our students, he gained respect and 
admiration that will be carried with him as he continues his musical 
journey. His time at Cy Falls will no doubt enhance his future career 
and his presence will be missed.
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There’s noThing like 
a good day of hardly working.

and saVe a feW BUCks. 
aCT noW and reCeiVe $50 
off yoUr firsT Clean.*

Save yourself from cleaning the toilet.

* New customers only. Not valid with other offers. Promo code: EarlySpring.

2012 Cy-Fair
Women’s Expo 

APRIL 26, 2012

11:00AM – 2:00PM

STERLING COUNTRY CLUB
AT HOUSTON NATIONAL
16500 Houston National Blvd

Houston, TX  77095

The 3rd annual Cy-Fair Women’s Expo 
sponsored by North Cypress Medical Center 
is Thursday, April 26, 2012, from 11am-
2pm, at Sterling Country Club at Houston 
National.

This free event will feature over 75 
businesses from the  northwest Houston 
area.  More information is available online at 
www.cyfen.org or by emailing expovendors@
cyfen.org.

Cypress United Methodist Church
Donates Thousands to Local School

$8K TO GO TOWARD ADAM ELEMENTARY’S (CY-FAIR ISD) RUNNING TRACK
People normally think of church as a place that accepts donations, but this week Cypress 

United Methodist Church is giving a donation of $8,000 to Adam Elementary School to 
be used to complete their running track. The check presentation ceremony was Wednesday, 
February, 29, at 11:30 a.m. at Adam Elementary, 11303 Honeygrove, in Houston. 

“Our theme for our Christmas Eve offering was ‘Give It All Away’,” says Jerome Brimmage, 
Senior Pastor at Cypress UMC. “We felt led to give 100% of our Christmas Eve offering 
to support local and global missions. Locally, that portion of the money is going to Adam.”

The track project at Adam has been 
in the works for eight years, but had 
stalled due to lack of funding. 

Cypress UMC “adopted” Adam 
Elementary in 2011, and has been 
instrumental in providing backpacks, 
school supplies, and volunteers to help 
the students and staff at the school. 
The program has been so successful; 
other local schools have contacted 
Cypress UMC, to see if they can be 
adopted as well. 
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Houston Repertoire Ballet Presents the Classic Cinderella

RESERVE YOUR DATE TO THE BALL NOW ON APRIL 28 & 29

WHO
Houston Repertoire Ballet (HRB), 

featuring guest artist David Armendariz as 
the prince, while Claire White and Amaris 
Sharratt will alternate the role of Cinderella.

 WHAT
The pre-professional ballet company 

in Northwest Houston proudly presents 
the Tomball premiere of its full-length 
production of Cinderella in three acts. 
Award-winning choreographer Victoria 
Vittum brings the classic fairy tale to life 
with her interpretation of this “happily ever 
after” ballet set to the timeless score of Sergei 
Prokofiev. 

WHEN & WHERE
Saturday, April 28 at 4pm  & Sunday, 

April 29 at 2pm 
Tomball High School Auditorium

30330 Quinn Road
Tomball, Texas 77375

TICKETS
Reserved Seating: $15/$18. For ticket 

information, call 281-940-HRB1 (4721) or 
visit www.hrbdance.org.

OUTREACH
The dancers of HRB perform excerpts 

from each production and make costumed 
appearances at various nursing homes, 
group events and at Arts & Education 
performances. Also, HRB will perform for 
the Tomball ISD fourth grade students, 
fulfilling the arts component of their 
curriculum. To schedule an outreach event 
for your organization, call 281-940-HRB1 
(4721).

WHAT ELSE
Cinderella’s original choreography is the 

creation of Victoria Vittum, with Barbara 
Le Gault doing much of the coaching and 
rehearsing. HRB’s beautiful sets transform 
the stage back into a time where dreams 
really did come true. The exquisite costumes, 
designed by an amazing group of volunteers 
and partnered with Twin Cities Ballet 
in Monroe, LA, bring the dancers into 
Cinderella’s world of magic and fantasy in 
this professionally staged production.

SYNOPSIS
The magical tale of a beautiful, kind young 

woman who rises from scrubbing floors to 
marrying a prince comes to life in Cinderella, 
a full-length ballet presented by HRB. From 
the wicked stepsisters’ hilarious antics to the 
lovely pas de deux performed by Cinderella 
and the Prince, the performance is sure to 
capture the hearts of all. The ballet opens 
with the sisters fighting over fabric with 
Cinderella left to pick up the mess. The 
wicked stepmother orders Cinderella’s father 
to purchase gowns for the sisters (Skinny 
and Dumpy) leaving Cinderella home 
alone. The fairy godmother conjures up 
fairies representing the four seasons to help 
Cinderella get dressed for the ball where she 
and the Prince fall in love. After elves stop 
time and Cinderella loses one of the glass 
slippers, the Prince travels the world to find 
her. Once they are reunited, they marry in 
an enchanted forest amid waltzing dancers.

ABOUT HRB
The Houston Repertoire Ballet (HRB) is 

a non-profit 501(c)(3), founded by Victoria 
Vittum and Gilbert Rome, both nationally 
acclaimed teachers and choreographers who 
served as its co-artistic directors. Today, Ms. 
Vittum oversees training and programming 
with an equal eye to serving the needs 
of the community. Although Mr. Rome 
is now retired, he maintains his interest 
and affiliation with HRB, performing as 
Drosselmeyer in The Nutcracker and as a 
guest teacher. 

Since 1994, HRB has contributed to the 
cultural fabric of Harris and Montgomery 
Counties by providing excellent dance 
training to the area’s young ballet stars and 
dance educators of tomorrow, while also 
presenting two high-quality productions 
annually at affordable prices. The Nutcracker 
and its Spring Program, this year Cinderella, 
introduce area children and their families to 
the world of classical and contemporary ballet. 
Today, HRB is considered to be the premiere 
pre-professional ballet company in the 
Houston region, and is recognized for sharing 
its gifts with the community and beyond. 

The program attracts and develops some 
of the finest young dancers in the greater 
Houston area, with many of the dancers 
advancing to professional ballet companies 
throughout the country. HRB graduates 
can be seen with New York City Ballet, 
American Ballet Theatre, Miami City 
Ballet, Pacific Northwest Ballet, Atlanta 
Ballet, Pittsburgh Ballet Theatre and other 
prestigious companies. HRB has three 
graduating seniors this year and each will 
continue with dance at the university level. 
For more information, please visit: www.
hrbdance.org.

MISSION
HRB’s mission is dedicated to providing 

the finest classical ballet instruction, 
education and performance experience to 
local gifted students, and to preparing them 
for a professional career in the world of 
dance. HRB also is committed to serving the 
suburban Houston region with high-quality 
theatre productions that educate, engage and 
entertain residents of all ages and perpetuate 
their appreciation of dance as an art form. 

Major funding for Houston Repertoire 
Ballet provided by Houston Endowment, 
Inc and ConocoPhillips. Cinderella is funded 
in part by a grant from the 
Texas Commission on the 
Arts through the Houston 
Arts Alliance.
# # #
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Program(PK~12th)
       Enroll any time in our
individualized programs for 
PK-12th

READ                        WRITE                 REVISE

SpiderSmartLearningCenter

Our students learn skills and con�dence 
in reading, writing, math, and test preparation.

SpiderSmart’s expert guidance gives your children that edge.

When your children
gain knowledge,

Conf idence follows.

3-stepFor enhanced skills READING AND WRITING
Choose from a variety

of leveled books
Practice vocabulary,

comprehension, and writing
Receive feedback from

our teachers

VOCABULARY
MATH

AP SUBJECTS
SAT/PSAT PREP

SSAT, ISEE
PRE-K/KINDERGARTEN

• Build and strengthen vocabulary through 
direct instruction and guided practice

• Individual instruction tailored to students’ strengths and weaknesses
• Concept and skill building in basic math and algebra, geometry,

trigonometry and calculus

• Special instruction in these essential advanced courses

• Learn advanced skills and strategies to score high
on these exams

• Prepare to ace these private school entrance exams

• Systematic instruction in phonics,
language, writing and math

• Highly skilled teachers in early 
childhood education

Programs

Cypress Center
281-758-4345

13611 Skinner Road. Suite 165
Cypress, TX 77429
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Our Goal:

Dr. Amit Parikh, D.O.
Board Certified Family Practice

Fellowship Trained Sports Medicine

281-373-9400 
14315 Cypress Rosehill Road

Suite 180 • Cypress, TX 77429

Houston Center for

To Keep 
Your #1 
Healthy.

Schedule your 
appointment 
today!

Comprehensive Primary Care & Sports Medicine
for infants, children, adolescents, and adults.
Comprehensive Dermatology Service Available.

Family Practice & 
Sports Medicine

Broad spectrum of sports medicine services including: 
treatment of acute and chronic musculoskeletal inju-
ries, management of medical problems in athletes (e.g. 
asthma, diabetes, heart disease, etc), education regard-
ing injury prevention and performance enhancement, 
pre-participation screenings and physical exams.

NW Flyers Track Club
The Northwest Flyers Track Club will host two free open house / 

registration sessions for all middle and high school athletes and their 
parents interested in joining for the 2012 season. The events will be 
held on Thursday, April 5, and Friday, April 20, from 7:00 – 8:30 
PM at Cypress Creek High School, 9815 Grant Rd., Houston. 

The Northwest Flyers is a youth (ages 6 -18) track organization, 
affiliated with USA Track & Field. The club provides a full program 
of “track” events such as sprints, hurdles, middle distance, distance 
and relays, and “field” events such as long jump, triple jump, high 
jump, pole vault, discus, shot put and javelin. It is an excellent “off-
season” program for young athletes who currently compete on their 
middle school or high school track teams. 

The club was founded 25 years ago by Olympic gold medalist 
Fred Newhouse to foster the development of youth track & field in 
the northwest Houston area. Last year, the Northwest Flyers sent 
62 young athletes to compete at U.S. Junior Olympics National 
Championships in Wichita, Kansas and Myrtle Beach, South 
Carolina. Visit the team website at http://www.northwestflyers.org 
for registration forms and information prior to the session, or contact 
Linette Roach at (281) 587-8442, or linette.roach@sbcglobal.net.

KAPPA KAPPA 
GAMMA ALUMS

OF HOUSTON NORTHWEST

Come join your sisters this Month 
for our Couples Night Out

ON THE EVENING
OF THURSDAY,

APRIL 19TH

For more information on this 
or future events & membership 
please contact Natalie Bunton

at gnat02@gmail.com or
832-717-3294.
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Accurate & Guaranteed!

   

Present this coupon to your tax preparer and Liberty Tax Service
will prepare your return to your satisfaction, guaranteed!

New customers only. Valid at participating locations. Cannot be combined with other o�ers or
used toward past services. One coupon per return. Valid 3/1-4/10.

Friendly, Accurate, Guaranteed
Liberty provides friendly, accurate tax preparation services

with a money back guarantee!

30OFF
Tax Preparation Services

866-871-1040  |  libertytax.com

26281 Northwest Fwy, Ste. 650
Cypress, TX 77429

281-304-7300

(Corner Hwy 290 @ Fry Rd.~ Behind CVS)

26281 Northwest Fwy, Ste. 650
Cypress, TX 77429

281-304-7300$

Miss Liberty Tax 2012
Brittney Wojtaszek 

TEXT "WAVE" to 21040

Annual American Cancer Society Relay For Life Cy-Fair

We are contacting you to inform you of 
an upcoming free event that will take place 
in your neighborhood.

The members of the American Cancer 
Society Relay For Life of Cy-Fair planning 
committee are proud to announce that 
we will be hosting our Annual American 
Cancer Society Relay For Life Cy-Fair. 
The event will begin the evening of 
APRIL 13th and last until the morning 
of APRIL 14th held at CY-FALLS 
High School, 9811 Huffmeister Road, 
Houston TX 77095. 

The Relay is a 12-hour, overnight, 
continuous walk to help raise money 
to further the American Cancer Society’s 
mission of eliminating cancer by helping 
people stay well, helping people get well, by 

finding cures, and by fighting back. 
The event will include a live band, disc 

jockey, carnival type games, food, contests, 
silent auction, etc. GREAT FAMILY FUN 
with all profits going to the American 

Cancer Society.
Relay activities kick off at 7pm with 

the opening ceremony. We extend a 
heartfelt invitation to you and your 
family to participate in the American 
Cancer Society Relay For Life of Cy-
Fair. If you have any questions or would 

like to be involved in the fight against 
cancer, please contact: 
Catherine Kovar at 713-826-2841 or

Karen DePaul at 713-471-1265
Sincerely, 

The Relay For Life of Cy Fair Commitee
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Tues-Thurs 9AM - 7PM
Fri 9AM - 5PM
Sat 9AM-4PM

Salons at Stone Gate
11734 Barker Cypress

(One block south of  Hwy 290)

Celebrating Our Six Year Anniversary, 
Thanks to all Our Wonderful Clients

281-256-2204
www.salonsatstonegate.com

Welcome
Tonja & Melissa

DISCLAIMER: Articles and ads in this newsletter express the opinions of their 
authors and do not necessarily reflect the opinions of Peel, Inc. or its employees. 
Peel, Inc. is not responsible for the accuracy of any facts stated in articles submitted 
by others. The publisher also assumes no responsibility for the advertising content 
with this publication. All warranties and representations made in the advertising 
content are solely that of the advertiser and any such claims regarding its content 
should be taken up with the advertiser.
* The publisher assumes no liability with regard to its advertisers for misprints or 
failure to place advertising in this publication except for the actual cost of such 
advertising.
* Although every effort is taken to avoid mistakes and/or misprints, the publisher 
assumes no responsibility for any errors of information or typographical mistakes, 
except as limited to the cost of advertising as stated above or in the case of 
misinformation, a printed retraction/correction.
* Under no circumstances shall the publisher be held liable for incidental or 
consequential damages, inconvenience, loss of business or services, or any other 
liabilities from failure to publish, or from failure to publish in a timely manner, 
except as limited to liabilities stated above.

The Times is a private publication published by Peel, Inc. It is not sanctioned by 
any homeowners association or organization, nor is it subject to the approval of any 
homeowners association or organization, nor is it intended, nor implied to replace 
any publication that may be published by or on behalf of any homeowners association 
or organization. At no time will any source be allowed to use The Times contents, or 
loan said contents, to others in anyway, shape or form, nor in any media, website, 
print, film, e-mail, electrostatic copy, fax, or etc. for the purpose of solicitation, 
commercial use, or any use for profit, political campaigns, or other self amplification, 
under penalty of law without written or expressed permission from Peel, Inc. The 
information in the newsletter is exclusively for the private use of Peel, Inc.

Car Show
SATURDAY APRIL 14TH | 10AM TO 4PM

CYPRESS RANCH HIGH SCHOOL
10700 Fry Road | Cypress, Texas 77433

•	 Open to all registrants $25 per vehicle

•	 1st, 2nd & 3rd place in each category plus

•	 Grand Prize “Best in Show”

CATEGORIES INCLUDE

VINTAGE

LATE MODEL

RACE CARS

MOTORCYCLE

LOW RIDERS

TUNERS

EURO

RAT RODS

 REGISTER ONLINE AT 
WWW.MANE2012.COM

•	 Entry fee: $10 or $5 plus 12pack of Soda/Water 
(no store brands please)

•	  Children 10 and under Free

This is a fundraising event for cypress ranch project 
prom. A place that offers students and their dates a safe, 
fun, alcohol and drug free place to celebrate after prom. 
All proceeds go directly to MANE event 
2012, the parent sponsored volunteer 
group. MANE stands for 
Mustangs at Nights End.

MANE 2012
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Creating Reflections of

Owner,
David Perry
Cypress, Texas

Perry Pools & SpasPerry Pools & Spas
2006 Cy-Fair Small Business of the Year      1999 - 2010 BBB - Gold Star Award

2007 NHMCCD Finalist - Small Business of the Year
2008, 2010 BBB—Award of Excellence

www.PerryPools-Spas.comSince 1986 281-213-8100

The Zeta Tau Alpha Pink Tie Affair Casino & Silent Auction
The Zeta Tau Alpha Cypress, Texas Alumnae Chapter meets 

often to foster friendship, encourage service to the community 
and to support breast cancer awareness and education by raising 
funds for the ZTA Foundation. We invite any interested Zetas 
to reconnect with the Fraternity by joining our group! For 
more information on our group and registration please visit 
our website at www.cypresszta.com. 

SAT., OCTOBER 6, 2012
PINK TIE AFFAIR CASINO & SILENT AUCTION
The ladies of the Zeta Tau Alpha Cypress Alumnae chapter have 

started plans for their Second Annual Pink Tie Affair to be held 
on October 6, 2012 at the Sterling Country Club at Houston 
National! The first annual Casino and Silent Auction night held 
last October was a great success raising $7,000 to benefit breast 
cancer awareness. Be sure to mark your calendars for October 6, 
2012 to join the fun and to help support a great cause, Breast 
Cancer awareness and education! For more details on the event 
and clips of last year, please contact Natalie Taylor at daisemail@
comcast.net or visit our website at www.cypresszta.com.

WE LOOK FORWARD TO SEEING YOU THERE!
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LAYERS OF PROTECTION

PREVENTABLE
DROWNING IS

CPR

WWW.COLINSHOPE.ORG

VISIT US 
ONLINE

CHECK POOLS/HOTTUBS 
1ST FOR MISSING CHILDREN

CONSTANT VISUAL
SUPERVISION LEARN TO SWIM WEAR LIFE

JACKETS
MULTIPLE BARRIERS ON
ALL POOLS & HOTTUBS

LEARN CPR
KEEP BACKYARDS &
BATHROOMS SAFE

In 2011, Texas led the nation in the number of 
drownings and near drownings of children. 
         Drowning still remains the #1 cause 
                  of unintentional injury-related
                    death for children under 5 

                and the #2 cause for
                 children 1-14.

Help us make sure 2012 is the
BEST SUMMER EVER!

Early Packing List: When to Get Travel Vaccinations
PLANNING AHEAD IS THE KEY TO SAFE, HEALTHY GLOBE-TROTTING

Submitted by Laura Guerrero, M.D.,medical director for The Austin Diagnostic Clinic’s Travel Clinic

There are just a few days to go before your 
big trip overseas. You’ve triple checked your 
itinerary, memorized important maps, and 
maybe even practiced speaking a bit of the 
local language. But unless you have taken the 
proper vaccination measures well in advance, 
your health may be at risk.

One of the most overlooked to-dos on a 
busy pre-travel itinerary checklist is the need 
to get vaccines and other medical preparations 
taken care of weeks, sometimes even months, 
before a trip, says Laura Guerrero, M.D., 
an internal medicine physician and medical 
director of the Travel Clinic at The Austin 
Diagnostic Clinic (ADC).

“Depending on where in the world you are 
going, you may be exposed to diseases and 
other pathogens that your body just hasn’t 

(Continued on Page X)

had to cope with here in the United States. 
Often, vaccines are the best preventative 
measure to protect your health,” says Dr. 
Guerrero. “But what people sometimes forget 
is that many vaccines have to be taken over 
an extended period of time before they can 
effectively prevent an illness.”

ROUTINE, RECOMMENDED,
& REQUIRED VACCINATIONS

The Centers for Disease Control and 
Prevention (CDC) divides travel vaccines 
into three categories: routine, recommended, 
and required. Dr. Guerrero says the number 
and type of vaccines you should receive will 
vary depending on what part of the world 
you are traveling to.

“Your particular vaccination and health 
needs can be as different as the Amazon 

jungle is to the Sahara desert,” says Dr. 
Guerrero. “The only way to know what 
vaccinations are recommended for you is 
by consulting with your doctor at least one 
month before you plan on traveling abroad.”

THE RIGHT VACCINE
AT THE RIGHT TIME

Routine vaccinations are designed to 
protect you from diseases that rarely occur 
in the United States, but are still common 
in many parts of the world. According to 
the CDC, routine vaccinations should be 
administered for things such as influenza, 
tetanus, hepatitis A and B, measles, 
chickenpox, and zoster (shingles).

Exactly what routine vaccinations travelers 
should get will also depend mainly on your 

(Continued on Page 19)
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and is made possible by the  
advertisers within. Please frequent
their businesses and let them
know where you saw their 
advertisement.  While there, 
be sure to say “Thanks!”

PEEL, INC.
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Early Packing List - (Continued from Page 18)

age and gender. And if you are traveling with children, they will 
likely require different vaccinations than an adult. Infants may need 
to have their vaccines administered over a period of several days or 
weeks, explains Dr. Guerrero.

Recommended vaccinations will also depend on where you 
are traveling. The CDC lists vaccine information about specific 
destinations around the world on its website, http://wwwnc.cdc.
gov/travel/destinations/list.htm. The site includes detailed health 
information about specific countries.

“We will update your shot record so we know what vaccines you 
should be receiving,” says Dr. Guerrero. “And we will also counsel 
you about what diseases may be present in your destination, and 
how you can avoid exposure.” As far as required vaccinations go, 
international health regulations currently only require a vaccination 
for yellow fever for travelers visiting certain countries in sub-Saharan 
Africa and tropical South America. Meningococcal vaccination is 
also required by the government of Saudi Arabia for annual travel 
during the Hajj—the term for the annual pilgrimage to Mecca, Saudi 
Arabia, which occurs sometime between November and January.

“Even if you do not get your travel vaccines in time, it’s always a 

good idea to see your doctor before you travel abroad because you can 
still benefit from medications and other information about how to 
protect yourself from illness and injury while on vacation in another 
country,” adds Dr. Guerrero.

HEALTHY TIPS WHILE ABROAD
Once you have followed the vaccination schedule exactly, there are 

many other health considerations to take into account, Dr. Guerrero 
says. If you are taking prescription medications, for example, make 
sure you bring enough to last your entire trip and that you keep 
them stowed in their original containers. It’s also a good idea to 
bring medicine for diarrhea, and to be cautious about drinking 
from local water supplies or eating things like raw seafood or other 
uncooked items.

“Part of ensuring a memorable travel experience abroad is making 
sure you are prepared for any potential health situations,” explains Dr. 
Guerrero. “For example, if you have a preexisting health condition, 
it’s always a good idea to know what your emergency care options 
are if something were to happen abroad. By taking the proper health 
planning measures, your trip of a lifetime can be filled with good 
memories instead of bad ones.”
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Selling Your Home In 
Bridgeland?

Put the Mike Schroeder Team  
to work for you!!

Bridgeland Year-to-Date Sales Report
May ‘11 June ‘11 July ‘11 Aug ‘11 Sept ‘11 Oct ‘11 Nov ‘11 Dec ‘11 Jan ‘12 Feb ‘12

$500,000 and above 0 0 0 0 0 1 0 1 0 1
$451,000--$499,999 0 0 0 3 2 0 1 0 0 1
$351,000--$450,999 1 2 2 2 0 1 1 3 2 6
$276,000--$350,999 0 0 0 0 0 1 0 0 0 4
$231,000--$275,999 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 4
$201,000--$230,999 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 3
$200,999 and below 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 2
Total 1 2 2 5 2 3 2 4 2 21
Highest $/sq ft $95.69 $111.23 $105.13 $117.36 $112.30 $112.27 $112.27 $108.92 $109.27 $113.05

Outstanding Agents!  ®

Outstanding Results!

•	 Marketing	on	multiple	websites	for	24/7	
exposure	of 	your	home.	 	

•	 The	Mike	Schroeder	Team	has	over	30	years	
of	combined	real	estate	experience.

•				Honored	by	the	Houston	Business	Journal	
as	one	of 	the	top	25	residential	Real	Estate	
Teams	in	the	city

•					Flexible	commission	plans

Hey Aggies, I am a 1989 graduate of  Texas A&M University. Give me a call  
to see how www.agsreward.com can assist you in the sale or purchase of  your home. 

Nobody in the world sells more Real Estate than RE/MAX
CALL 281-373-4300 RE/MAX Preferred Homes

Each office independently owned an operated. We support Cypresslostpetalert.com!!
e-mail: mike@mikeschroederteam.com

Selling	homes		
in	Cypress	since	1993www.mikeschroederteam.com
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