e (add

Official Publication of the Forest Creek Homeowners Association

Are Solar Panels Right For You?

(by a fellow homeowner)

The answer is “it depends”. It seems like such a waste to have all that
solar energy hitting the roof (up to 300 kilowatts per house) and not being
able to capitalize on it. This article is based on my personal experience and
discussions with others who have installed solar panels.

There are many factors that effect the solar energy question, particularly
when it comes to installing some on your home. With rebates and tax
incentives (while they last), the return on investment can begin to look
attractive. | found that while hot water collectors are clearly the most
efficient solar energy collectors, the thousands of dollars for installation
vs. the cost of natural gas to heat my household water made them difficule
to justify for my small family, but it could work for a larger family. Solar
electricity from photovoltaic panels is more attractive to me because of
our large cooling needs here. Even though today’s panels are only 13%-
18% efficient, if you have enough roof space, you can still make enough
electricity to satisfy some or most of your electricity needs.

How isitused? Solar energy must be used in real-time, with any excess
power generated either lost or sold back to the grid. For example, when
the sun is shining high and producing lots of energy, the air conditioner

(Continued on Page 7)

Announcements,
Accomplishments,

& Accolades!

ANNOUNCEMENT:

There is now an extended version of the Caddie available on the
Forest Creek website! Yes, the rumors are true ... we here in the nether
clouds of our little neighborhood rag lovingly called “The Caddie”
are proud to announce the beginning of our ascent into cyberspace
and the shedding of the shackles of page limitation! Simply go to
www.forestcreek.org , log in, click on Caddie Newsletter and then
on Online Edition to get a glimpse of what is to come!

The Caddie is gearing up to grow and become a larger voice
in our community and in order to accomplish that endeavor
in a meaningful way, I invite you all to shoot me an e-mail
(myenergyangel@aol.com) expressing your opinion about the
Caddies role in our community and how it can be improved upon
to better serve all who read it.

We will need volunteer writers, young and old, to write monthly
articles and columns about the people and events here in Forest
Creck and some aspiring photographers to submit photos of them!
We will also be offering sponsorships to Resident owned Businesses
in an effort to highlightand promote community based commerce.
For more info about how you can get involved our new extended
version go to www.forestcreek.org!

CONGRATULATIONS:

To the Cedar Ridge High School DECA Students who won
the State Competition! Ryan Pauley, Ashley Rowe, Karina Schmitt
and Daniela Ricardo are now eligible for the DECA International
Competition in Salt Lake City, Utah on April 28.

CONGRATULATIONS:

To Cedar Ridge wtudents, Israel, Taylor, Ryan, and Riley for being

accepted for the 2012 Boys State Program!
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CONTACT INFO

BOARD OF DIRECTORS/COMMUNITY CONTACTS

President

Keith Chandler..................... president@forestcreckhoa.org
Vice-President

Donnie Rogers................ vicepresident@forestcreekhoa.org
Treasurer

Idalyn Banks......cccccoccvnunenee. treasurer@forestcreekhoa.org
Secretary

Kurt Thomason.........ccceeeuee.. secretary@forestcreckhoa.org
Caddie Contact

Angel Donato ......c.cccoeeeeereueennen. myenergyangel@aol.com

PROPERTY MANAGEMENT CONTACT

Kerri Hebert
Cen'Tex Association Management
Office: 512-759-3734 ¢ Fax: 512-759-3713

kh@centexmanagement.com

NEWSLETTER INFO

NEWSLETTER EDITOR

Angel Donato ........ccoccovvveiiuinnnee. myenergyangel@aol.com
NEWSLETTER PUBLISHER

Peel, Inc. ..coevrvenencnnnnee. www.PEELinc.com, 512-263-9181

Advertising........ advertising@PEELinc.com, 512-263-9181

ADVERTISING INFORMATION

Please support the businesses that advertise in The Caddie.
Their advertising dollars make it possible for all Forest Creek
residents to receive the monthly newsletter at no charge. No
homeowners association funds are used to produce or mail
the newsletters. If you would like to support the newsletter by
advertising, please contact our sales office at 512-263-9181 or
advertising@PEELinc.com. The advertising deadline is the 8th
of each month for the following month's newsletter.

Personal classifieds (one time sell items, such as a used bike...)
run at no charge to Forest Creck residents, limit 30 words, please
e-mail myenergyangel@aol.com

Business classifieds (offering a service or product line for profit)

are $50, limit 40 words, please contact Peel, Inc. Sales Office @
512-263-9181 or advertising@PEELinc.com.

At no time will any source be allowed to use The Caddie's contents, or loan
said contents, to others in anyway, shape or form, nor in any media, website,
prin, film, e-mail, electrostatic copy, fax, or etc. for the purpose of solicitation,
commercial use, or any use for profit, political campaigns, or other self
amplification, under penalty of law without written or expressed permission
from Peel, Inc. The information in the The Caddie is exclusively for the private
use of the Forest Creek HOA and Peel, Inc.

DISCLAIMER: Articles and ads in this newsletter express the opinions
of their authors and do not necessarily reflect the opinions of Peel, Inc.
or its employees. Peel, Inc. is not responsible for the accuracy of any facts
stated in articles submitted by others. The publisher also assumes no
responsibility for the advertising content with this publication. All warranties
and representations made in the advertising content are solely that of the
advertiser and any such claims regarding its content should be taken up
with the advertiser.

* The publisher assumes no liability with regard to its advertisers for misprints
or failure to place advertising in this publication except for the actual cost
of such advertising.

* Although every effort is taken to avoid mistakes and/or misprints, the
publisher assumes no responsibility for any errors of information or
typographical mistakes, except as limited to the cost of advertising as stated
above or in the case of misinformation, a printed retraction/correction.

* Under no circumstances shall the publisher be held liable for incidental or
consequential damages, inconvenience, loss of business or services, or any
other liabilities from failure to publish, or from failure to publish in a timely
manner, except as limited to liabilities stated above.

" DID YOU SA

N

YES! YOUR NEWSLETTER IS PROVIDED
100% FREE OF CHARGE TO YOUR HOA

and is made possible by the
advertisers within. Please frequent
their businesses and let them
know where you saw their
advertisement. While there,
be sure to say “Thanks!”

www.PEELinc.com

PEEL, INC.

Community newsletters
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0 The fencing adjacent to Forest Creek Drive
é @) and Harvey Penick Drive is made of durable
concrete; however there are a number of things that
can degrade the integrity of the fencing, causing it to
start falling apart.

According to the CC&R’s, those homeowners whose
property is bounded by the fence are responsible for
insuring that the integrity of the fence is maintained. This
means, simply, that if a section fails, and has to be replaced,
the HOA will look into the root cause of the failure, and
if the failure is attributable to either a direct action of the
homeowner, or to neglect by the homeowner to properly
maintain their side of the fence, they will be charged for
the cost of replacement.

It is of vital importance that each homeowner insure
that no vines, tall grasses, weeds, or other plant life be

Do’s and Don’ts of Fencecrete Fencing

left in contact with the Fencecrete. This also applies to
low-hanging branches from trees. While English Ivy does
a beautiful job of hanging on a wall, the roots of the ivy
(and other climbing plants) wedge deeply into the fissures
of the Fencecrete and begin breaking it apart.

Although the fence posts are anchored deep in the ground
with a large amount of cement footing, they too are in
danger, especially from overwatering in the areas around
the post. Oftentimes, this watering allows the footing to
slip in one direction or another, eventually causing the
post to lean or separate from the section, allowing
horizontal slats to fall out.

Please make sure that you pay close attention to
the fencing, and take care of it! Replacement
is costly and time-consuming, aside from
ruining the look along the roadway!

Residential & Relocation Consultant
Serving Forest Creek Since 1995

SUPERIOR LEVEL OF EXPERIENCE & KNOWLEDGE,
SOPHISTICATED ToOOLS, AND UNSURPASSED MARKETING

GIVES YOU THE COMPETITIVE EDGE!

Certified Negotiation Specialist
Forest Creek Resident

¥

PreviousLy Topr AGENT
wWITH COLDWELL BANKER
FROM 2005-2010

cmsr’:&}ﬂ'

MARIANNE JAMELE, REALTOR®

BROKER/OWNER, LICENSED IN TEXAS

789-5775 Cell
Marianne@ClassActRealtyllc.com
Visit http://www.ClassActRealtyllc.com
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OAKWILT DISEASE - ldentification and Management

By Emsud Horozovic, City of Round Rock Forestry Manager

Recently I received several requests for assistance
from residents suspecting they have oak wilt present
in their trees. This article is an attempt to clarify
the facts about the disease and therefore is written
not for a scientific journal but rather to explain to
Round Rock residents what to look for. Although
we are fortunate that we do not have a lot of oak
wilt in our city, it is a big problem in surrounding
communities, particularly in Austin, where I use
to work for years on oak wilt suppression. In
Round Rock we do not have live oak lined streets.
Therefore, it did not spread like an epidemic. We
do have about five locations with oak wilt in town
and that should not cause alarm but rather be
considered a lack of a problem, so far.

Austin is losing one of its most important assets
- the live oaks and red oaks that form a shady;, green
canopy over the city. These oak trees are being
threatened by a contagious disease called oak wilt.
Over the past twenty years, Austin has lost more
than 10,000 high valued, residential trees to oak
wilt. For both the home owner and the city as
a whole, this loss is felt by increased udlity bills,
reduced property values, and a sense of devastation.

Oak wilt is caused by the fungus Cenarocystis
Jagacearum that clogs the water-conducting dissues
of oak trees. The trees become dehydrated and
in most cases die. Live oaks (Q. fssiformis and
Q. virginiana) and Texas red oaks, particularly
Spanish oaks (Q. zexana) and Blackjack oaks (Q.
marilandica), are especially vulnerable to oak wilt.
White oaks, such as Bur oak (Q. macrocarpa),
Chinkapin oak (Q. muehlenbergiz), and Post oak
(Q. stellara), are much less susceptible and mostly
do not get oak wilt.

In the early 1940s, oak wilt was confirmed in
Wisconsin. In Texas, cases of dying oaks were
reported as early as the 1930s, but oak wilt was
not considered responsible. It was believed
that the fungus could not survive Texas™ high
summer temperatures. Oak mortality in Texas
was misdiagnosed, leading to years of improper
treatment. Oak wiltwas officially diagnosed in the
1960s, and has now been documented in fifty-six
Texas counties. Twenty-two states have reported
cases of oak wilt. Austin is probably the most
heavily infected city in the nation.

SYMPTOMS AND SPREAD

There are three means of oak wilt spread: By

beetles that feed on fungal mats from infected red

oaks and carry oak wilt spores; through the roots,
mostly on live oaks; and from diseased firewood.

Oak wilt on live oaks can be identified by a
distinctive yellowing or browning along the veins
of theleaf. Soon after these symptoms appear, the
trees defoliate. Once the fungus enters the tree,
most live oaks die between three months to a year.

Red oaks do not survive oak wilt infection.
The initial symptoms of oak wilt on red oaks
include the leaves turning pale green and then
brown while remaining on the tree. Red oaks
die between two weeks and several months after
infection.

In the late fall and early spring, oak wilt fungal
mats or masses of oak wilt spores are produced
beneath the bark of diseased red oaks. The mats
are sweet smelling and attract the sap-feeding
nitidulid beetles. Oak wilt spores adhere to the
insects’ bodies as they feed. These beetles are also
attracted to the sap oozing from broken limbs or
pruning cuts on healthy trees. While feeding on
these trees, the beetles deposit the spores from the
fungal mats and new infection centers are formed.

Oak wilt also spreads underground from live
oak to live oak through common root systems.
Rootsprouting and root grafting are characteristic
traits of live oaks. Several live oaks are capable of
sharing one common root system. When one
live oak becomes infected, all live oaks sharing
the same root system have the potential for
contracting oak wilt. The disease spreads through
these communal roots systems at a rate of about

100 feet per year.
PREVENTION AND SUPPRESSION

Currently, there is no cure for oak wilt. The
only measures against this fungus are prevention
and suppression.

The first precaution to be taken is to remove
diseased red oaks before fungal mats can form.
Another measure is to avoid pruning when the
fungal matsare formingand the nitidulid beetles
are the most active, during the fall and spring,
If pruning cannot be avoided, it is important to
immediately paint all wounds on all oak species
at all times of the year. Pruning saws should be
disinfected when pruning between different
work sites. When pruning adjacent to oak wilt
infested areas, disinfect tools between trees. After
48 hours, painting is not effective because the

wounds are no longer attractive to the insects.

Infected red oak trees cut for firewood can
also spread oak wilt. Diseased red oak logs can
harbor the fungal mats full of oak wilt spores.
Precautions to take regarding firewood include
using wood other than red oak, burning only
dry, seasoned wood, and keeping the wood pile
securely covered with a clear, plastic tarp.

A fungicide called propiconazole (Alamos)
has given some relief to homeowners who have
infected trees or who are in the immediate
path of infection. The chemical is injected
into the base of the tree, and is most effective
as a preventative treatment. Although the
fungicide can be used to save individual trees,
it does not kill the fungus in the roots, and
therefore, does not keep the disease from
spreading from tree to tree.

A commonly used method of suppressing
the spread of oak wilt is trenching. Trenching
involves severing the common root systems
of live oak trees with a rocksaw to a depth of
three to four feet. Trenches are placed at least
100 feet from the front of the disease in order
to prevent further underground spread of oak
wilt. This method of control has proven to
be 70% effective state-wide.

Very often people ask if they can plant new
oak species on the site where oak trees died.
Young trees, including oaks, can be planted on
infected sites because the possibility of them
getting root-grafted to old, infected roots is
minimal to none.

For further detail information on Oak wilt
please check out following web sites:

http://www.ci.austin.tx.us/oakwilt/ ; heep://
txforestservice.tamu.edu/forest/oakwilt/ ;
heep://dallas.tamu.edu/oakwilt/ ; heep://www.
texasoakwilt.org

For Oak wilt assistance outside of Round Rock
city limits please contact Texas Forest Service office
in Austin at 512/451-2178.

And for the end justa reminder that live oaks are
not true evergreen trees. They do recycle/drop their
leaves every spring in March and April and then I
get lots of phone calls from residents thinking they
get Oak wilt. Keep a watchful eye on the foliar
symptoms and let me know if I can help.
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Seton Care For Your Entire Family

As the leading provider of health care services in
Central Texas, the Seton Healthcare Family is proud

to offer a full continuum of care for your family. Our
primary care clinics provide a wide range of medical
services to improve the health and wellness of infants,
children and adults:

® Primary family care

* Physicals and sports exams

¢ \Well-woman annual exams

¢ Diabetes care and prevention

* Blood pressure and cholesterol
management

e Minor emergency care

e Disease management

For more information, please visit
SetonFamilyofDoctors.com.

Three Convenient Locations In Round Rock & Pflugerville

1. Seton Family of Doctors at Williamson
Family Medicine e Phone: (512) 324-4813
RR 1431 University Blvd. Chandler Rd. Cardiovascular Care ® Phone: (512) 324-4812
Seton Medical Plaza I, 301 Seton Parkway, Suite 302
(1) Round Rock, TX 78665
Round Rock
Hwy 79 To Hutto —) 2. Seton Family of Doctors at Forest Creek

Internal Medicine Adults Only e Phone: (512) 324-4870

e Forest Creek Medical Center, 4112 Links Lane, Suite 200

Gattis School Rd. Round Rock, TX 78664

I-35
130

3. Seton Family of Doctors at Stone Hill
Family Medicine e Phone: (512) 324-4875
Texas 45 Toll Stone Hill Shopping Center
1512 Town Center Drive, Suite 100
To Austin © Pflugerville, TX 78660

+

Williamson clinic offers comprehensive
cardiac care by the specialists of

Seton Family of Doctors

Seton Heart Institute

A member of the Seton Healthcare Family A member of the @ Seton Healthcare Family

SetonFamilyofDoctors.com For appointments, please call (512) 324-4812.
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Cedar Ridge Band Boosters

ZndfaAnnualiGoliontnameniRoNIIEEESOMSCEA DI C)

Saturday, April 28, 2012
Forest Creek Golf Club * Round Rock, TX

ee Registration: 12:00pm ee Tee-Off: 2:00pm
ee Cost: $80pp (Discount for Teachers & Students)

18-holes of golf, cart, practice range, box lunch,
goodie bag, awards dinner and chances to win
many great prizes!

To register using PayPal or for more details please visit:

www. crhsraiderband.com or call (512) 294-2034

COMMUNITY
CLASSIFIED

JOSH’S GOLF BALL SALE -
very high quality (most perfect)
recovered balls for 1/3 new price.
I'm 7, and with help from my Dad,
I have built a very large inventory.
Please email jkyle30@austin.

rr.com for info.

So far in 2011, I sold one home in 1 day, two homes in 2
days, and one home before it even went on the market!

/
AK‘a_re_n_H_a_‘ Sem RELOCATION EXPERT
\
‘/~/

CONFIDENTIAL, PROFESSIONAL, & HONEST REAL ESTATE SERVICE IS MY TRADEMARK!

#1 Total Listing Volume Sold
in Round Rock, 2009 and 2010!

2011 Five Star Real Estate Agent!

When you are ready to sell your home,
call the Broker with over 20 years
experience who lives in Forest Creek!

"o
., .
KELLER WILLIAMS, 300 Greenhill # 200
e * Round Rock, TX 78664

/S

\

N\

Karen Halsema
Broker, GRI, e-PRO

Realtor ®
512-496-4526 - Cell
512-514-1312 - Office
512-439-3674 — Voicemail
512-579-4209 - Fax
www.KHalsema.com
KHalsema@kw.com

/
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Solar Panels - (Continued from Page Cover)

cycles on and off. When itis on, it gets most of
its energy from the solar system with the balance
coming from the grid, but when it cycles off, the
solar panels are still capable of producing lots of
power, but the houschold demand for power
is low. I found that about 1/3 of the energy
produced is used live. Selling to the grid allows
me to “bank” my surplus solar energy and get it
back at night or during peak demands. Without
selling the other 2/3rds back to the grid I would
loose all that energy production, thus tripling my
payback petiod for the system. But, selling it
back to the grid is not as easy as it seems. Perhaps
future laws will fix that. For now, the best offer
I found is from a “green” energy supplier. They
buy up to 500 KWH per month at full retail
and anything over that at 1/2 retail. Buc, they
charge alittle more for their “green energy” than
the bargain electric providers, so you have to run
the numbers for yourself from each provider.
Reliability: Systems put in over 30 years ago
are still running. Today’s name brand panels are

guaranteed for 20+ years and some of them are
even made in America. [ have had one warranty
repair, but the system has been running fine for
Over two years now.

What does it cost? The sellers usually try
to give you a “price per watt”. Typical home
systems range from 4,000 watts to 10,000
watts. Contractors dont like to build smaller
and rebates won't fund larger. Last year systems
were running $4.00-$5.00 per watt installed,
depending on the system size and bells and
whistles. But, you subtract from this the Oncor
rebate offer ($2.00/watt in 2011) then the 30%
federal income tax credit and that cost drops to
$1.40-$2.10/watt. Based on local conditions,
each watt of solar panel will generate about 1.25
kilowatt-hours (KWH) of household power per
year. At $0.12/KWH that takes 10-14 years
to get your money back from electric savings
alone. For example: a 4 KW system costing
$20,000 could have a rebate of $8,000 and a
federal tax credit of $3,600 resulting in a final
cost of $8,400. That seems like a long payback

period, but that calculation changes significantly
if energy rates climb or if the rebates and tax
incentives go away. For those who might sell
your home before recapturing the cost of the
system, solar panels increase the value of your
home, and while that increase may or may
not match the cost, it certainly factors into the
cost-benefit analysis, substantially reducing the
payback period. In Texas, the added home
value from solar is exempt from property
taxes, but it is still a good idea to increase your
property insurance to cover this addition. Some
installers are leasing or offering payment plans
to encourage purchasing it now and rebates
have become limited with a line forming for
the next offering,

Motivation: Some | have spoken to installed
the solar panels to save money, some wanted
to be more “green’, still others wanted to have
some power in the event the grid goes down.
For this third group, there is a catch. Most
grid-tied systems automatically shut down when

(Continued on Page 8)

— Joseph’'s Mom, Primrose Parent

Primrose School

3313 Forest Creek Drive
Round Rock, TX 78664

512.828.5777

primroserratforestcreek.com

Educational Child Care for Infants through
Private Kindergarten and After School

Enroll today and receive
two weeks tuition credit!

Why choose Primrose?
Just ask a mom.

Primrose taught my son things that are just being taught in kindergarten, but
he knew them already — letter sounds, counting, math, addition, subtraction.

of Round Rock at Forest Creek

Primrose Schools’

pansasal spybl |y “Auedwog Buisiyouelq

|00Y9S 8S0JLULI JO SHIBWS
youely pajesado pue paumo

10049S S0l | 1020 “Auedwon Buisiys
13pBaT 8U] PUB ‘S|00UIS 8S0JLILI ‘@S0

The Leader in Educational Child Care®
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Solar Panels - (Continued from Page 7)

the grid power is off as a safety precaution.
For substantially more money some systems
support a battery back-up option that can be
wired into critical circuits in the home, giving
you limited power when the grid goes down.
Considering how reliable our grid has been,
this is an expensive and more complex option,
but some people may choose it for emergency
preparedness and peace of mind.

Conclusion: Every situation is different. Do
you have enough dlear, unshaded roof space facing
south, east or west? Do you plan to live in the
housealong time? What is your motivation? Are
the rebates and tax breaks still available? What is
the future cost of solar panels? Does our future
hold inflation or energy shortages? Should I jump
now; delay; or just forget it? Only you can decide
if and how much solar energy is right for you. I
paid plenty for my system, but my total electric
bill for the past 12 months was only $350, in spite
of the record breaking summer heat, so I am one
happy solar energy consumer.

Forest Creek

Animal Hospital

Forest Creek Social Media

Forest Creek, Round Rock Tx. now has a Facebook page. It has proven to provide a
wealth of information for and about the community and provides a venue for people to
comment, to be informed and help guide what they feel is needed in the community.
Forest Creek, Round Rock Tx is a closed group intended for the members of the
community. Please feel free to invite other members of the community to join. This
page will not be moderated and the only posts that will be removed will be those
that violate the terms and conditions of Facebook. All that’s asked is that you use
your real name and be respectful of others. Only members of the community will
be able to see your posts.

“This page is not affiliated with, promoted or sponsored by the Board of Directors,
Homeowners Association or Management Company.” -- Keith Hendrickson

Comment From The Editor - There is also another Facebook page exclusively for
Forest Creek residents called Forest Creek Friends, which tends to be less contentious
for those who wish to avoid controversy, and a Forest Creek Yahoo group that is
moderated. All 3 groups can be very informative and I personally encourage all
residents to join 1 or more of them to keep abreast of things happening here in our
community. None of these Social Media Sites are affiliated with, promoted by or
sponsored by The Forest Creek Board of Directors, The Forest Creek Homeowners
Association or Centex Management Company.

Clifford H. Peck, D.V.M.
Amber Breclaw, D.V.M.
Lisa LaBry, D.V.M.
Amy Kunze, D.V.M.

2715 Red Bud Lane *
Round Rock, TX 78664

512.238.PETS [7387]

www.forestcreekvet.com

- Full Service Animal Hospital

- Boarding

- Grooming

- Vaccines

- Surgical facilities

- Dentals and other preventative care

Monday-Friday 7-7

Saturday 8-12

* Repaints -
Interior, exterior, and much more

* Free on-site estimates
* Established company for 17 years
* BBB member

Painting, staining, and popcorn ceiling removal

Please contact Robby Chapman at
512-632-5990 with D&W Painting, Inc.
or by email - robby@dwpainting.com

We look forward to helping you
create your perfect home!

8 The Caddie - April 2012
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BUSINESS CLASSIFIEDS

BEST FRIENDZ PET SITTING. We provide Tender,
Loving home care for your pets while yowre away
or at work. Professional, Experienced, Reliable pet
sitting for Round Rock, Pflugerville and Georgetown.
Insured/Bonded/APSO member. References available.
Contact Amy Donovan at Phone-- 512-771-5221.
E-mail-- BestFriendzPets@aol.com, website-- www.
BESTFRIENDZPETSITTING.com

THE HOMEPRO. A professional for your home
maintenance, repair, or other construction project need.
Call us for - carpentry, tile, drywall, rotted wood, painting,
fences, decks, doors, windows and so much more.....we
are punch list specialists. 512-297-6305.

Business classifieds (offering a service or product line for profit) are

$50, limit 40 words, please Peel, Inc. Sales Office at 512-263-9181
or advertising@PEELinc.com.

NOT AVAILABLE
ONLINE

Nurturing early development,
socialization, and exploration.
Otherwise referred to as,

"Wt ppr

The Little Gym

Check out our Birthday Parties & Summer Camps too.

Call or schedule a free introductory class online.

T HE

Little The Little Gym of Round Rock
o www.tlgroundrocktx.com
Serious Fun. 512-687-4141

Bring this

ad & get a free
gift when you enroll!

Copyright © 2012 Peel, Inc.
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DROUGHT-UPDATE AND HOW IT AFFECTSYOU

Many residents have questions regarding the
drought and how it affects their landscaping, for
example: What stage of drought are we in? How
often can I water my lawn? When can [ water my
lawn? Can I purchase new landscaping and if T
do how often am I allowed to water it? For this
reason, I have written this article, which I hope,
will save residents’ of Forest Creek time and energy
by researching this information and bringing the
answers to you.

What Stage of Drought are we currently in?
On November 14, 2011, the City of Round
Rock adopted an Amendment to the Drought
Management Plan stating new Stage II (b)
restrictions limiting residential households to once-
a-week water schedule. The details of that is on
the City’s webpage: http://www.roundrocktexas.
gov/home/index.asp?page=10&recordid=2528

What days can I water using a sprinkler system?
Residential customers with odd-numbered
addresses should water on Saturday, even-

By Lynn Banks, HOA Board Member

numbered on Sunday. Note: Hand watering with
a hose is permitted any day, at any time.

What time of day should I water with a
sprinkler system? Watering hours are between
midnight and 10 a.m. and between 7 p.m. and
midnight on the designated watering day.

Can I plant new landscaping and if so what
are the procedures I must following? Can I water
new landscaping more than once a week? Under
stage II(b) new plants and trees are allowed to
be planted. Two different procedures must be
followed for new plantings:

if the new planting are going to be planted
on your front yard or will be visible from
the street then you must submit your plan
to the Architectural Review Community
(ARC) in Forest Creek for approval prior to
planting; failure to submit plans and gain
approval from ARC prior to planting will
result in a fine from our HOA. To submit
your plans to ARC contact Kerri Herbert

with Centex at 512-759-3734 or kh@
centexmanagement.com.

If you are going to be replacing significant
portions of your landscape, larger than a seasonal
color beds, a tree or two, or anything that can
be managed by hand-watering, and you plan
to use a sprinkler system to water your newly
planted landscaping then contact Jessica Woods
at 671-2872 or jwoods@round-rock.tx.us at
the City of Round Rock and request a  30-day
Variance granting you permission to water your
new planting more than once a week until they
are firmly established. The variance is as follows:
first 10 days can water everyday (not between
10am — 7pm); second 10 days can water every
other day (not 10am — 7pm); third 10 days can
water every three days (not 10am — 7pm); then
must adhere to restrictions. Of course you dont

have to use the full 30-days!

(Continued on Page 11)
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KELLER WILLIAMS

Knowledge + Focus + Energy = Positive Results

Certified Negotiation Expert
Forest Creek Resident since 2000 Providing Real Estate Services since 2006

Utilizing the latest business technologies, strategies and market
research. Whether you are buying or selling your property, | will
guide you with a professional approach, honesty and confidentiality.

For client testimonials & other information please visit my website.

www.youraustinproperty.com

tau NG
GPPORTUNITY

Shaista Salahuddin
Realtor®, GRI, CNE

Cell: 512-771-8749
Email: Shaista@kw.com

Each office independently owned and operated
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Solar Panels - (Continued from Page 10)

It should be noted that a violation of the Stage
IT (b) restrictions is a Class C misdemeanor
punishable by a fine not to exceed $2,000.
Therefore, it is important to take the time to
obtain a variance from the City before watering
more than once a week using a sprinkler system.

Should I Xeriscape to save water? Xeriscape
landscaping is not permitted in yards visible
from public areas. Xeriscape landscaping refers to
gardening in such a way as to reduce or eliminate
the need for supplemental water from irrigation.
Generally, it includes rock ground cover and arid
varieties of plants. The ARC may granta variance
to allow xeriscape as an accent to yard landscaping,
however xeriscape shall not exceed 20% of the
total landscaped area of the yard (gardens and
turf). Xeriscape is not allowed in the road right-
of-way part of the property (the first 10° from
the curb).

The Devil Strip: This urban dictionary term
refers to the strip of land between the sidewalk
and the street curb. Xeriscape is not permitted

3000 Joe Dimaggio # 86 Round Rock, TX, 78665

HAR CARE

Highlights | Perms | Styles

SKIN CARE

www.roundrockdayspa.com

Hair Cuts & Styles | Chemical Services

in this strip. Texas State law now requires that
any (new landscaping) strip of land less than 48”
wide be irrigated by drip (including the devil
strip). This section of the yard shall be turf grass
unless a parcel-specific variance is approved by the
ARC. Variances may be granted by the ARC for
a planting bed that, when mature, does not grow
higher than 24 inches, does not encroach on the
sidewalk or the street curb, and does not have
the appearance of a hedge. Planted beds in the
devil strip must be maintained free of weeds and
debris and the exposed ground must be covered
with mulch or dark colored rock.

Remember, the appearance of the yards in
Forest Creek affects everyones property value.
Because of this, the HOA requires that everyone
maintain their yard in good condition. Drought
tolerant grasses are encouraged. Browning of grass
(it goes dormant) is allowed during a declared
water restrictions, but it is not permissible to allow
the landscaping to die. Keeping it alive with some
water and localized hand watering prevents having
to replace the landscaping when water availability

improves.

The Caddie

EVENTS
CALENDAR

EASTER EGG STUFFING PARTY
Wednesday, April 4th, 7 p.m.
- Come help us stuff eggs for the
annual Egg Hunt. We will also
hold our monthly Events Planning
Committee (EPC) meeting at this
time, a great way to have some fun
and see what EPC is all about! If
your middle/high school child needs
community service hours, please
feel free to bring them as well.
Information: Leslie - Isterzinger@
gmail.com.

EASTER EGG HUNT
Saturday, April 7th, 2-4 p.m. -
Bring your Easter baskets and camera
for pictures with Peter Cottontail!
Information: Kate - walbee@
sbeglobal.net.

512.238.0072

European Deluxe Facial | Deep Cleaning Facial
Teen Facial | Vitamin C Facial | Ultra Rejuvenation Facial

MASSAGE
30-minute Spot Treatment | 1 Hour Wellness
1.5 Hr Rejuvenation | Deep Tissue & Hot Stone Massage

WwaX TREATMENT
Facial & Body Waxing
Threading

wear cloents

NAL CARE /| RECIEVE 15% OFF

Manicure & Pedicures
Treatment Enhancers

OF ANY SERVICE!

CJ’Z@/
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My Health. My Doctor. My ADC.

You don't feel well and you want to feel EasyCare for Teens & Adults
better - fast. You can receive same-day, 8 years and older
after-hours care from the providers at 8am-8pm Monday-Friday
The Austin Diagnostic Clinic 7 days a week 9am-5pm Sat-Sun

in north Austin. New patients and most EasyCare for babies and children:
insurance plans accepted. Call us at 2 months-18 years
512-901-4031 to make an appointment 3pm-8pm Monday-Friday
or walk-in. 9am-5pm Sat-Sun

The Austin Diagnostic Clinic EasyCare
2400 Cedar Bend Dr.
512-901-4031 e ADClinic.com/EasyCare
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