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If you haven’t heard by now, the Texas Department of Transportation (TxDOT) 
decided to cancel the 360 left turn intersection project.  For now, they will continue 
to work with the City of Austin to improve synchronization of lights along the 
360 corridor.  It’s fair to say that most residents living along 360 are pleased with 
this outcome.  

Many people were not convinced that the projected time improvements were 
worth the money and inconvenience to the neighborhood residents.  Protestors did 
not believe it was worthwhile to spend what they saw as a lot of money for minor 
improvements that would not hold their value more than a few years.  

While this one plan may have been scrapped, it is our hope that TxDOT and 
other regional entities with responsibility for our road system(s) will continue their 
efforts, including work with our state and local government representatives, to 
come up with a plan and funding for this plan that will bring about meaningful 
improvements to this very congested stretch of highway.  We stand ready to work 
with TxDOT on any future projects. 

For now, we commend all our residents who took the time to follow what was 
happening over these past months and who filed their protests in an effort to change 
TxDOT’s original plan.  The Board can only do so much in these situations.  It 
is the people in the community, acting together, that are needed to successfully 
bring about a change, and you all helped to do that in this case.  Congratulations!  
Special thanks to those individuals in our neighborhood that stepped up to help 
in so many ways.  You know who you are.  

Finally, looking ahead, don’t miss our wonderful July 4th Parade and Picnic 
in the Park and don’t forget the special presentation planned for July 17th from 
the Texas Forestry Service.  This presentation is for all our residents interested in 
learning how best to safeguard their home and property from wildfires.  

Drive Safely in the Courtyard 

COURTYARD 
ON FIRE!

It could happen!
An informative community meeting will 

be held July 17th at 6:30 for the purpose of 
informing Courtyard residents what might be 
expected in the event of a wildland fire threat.

Qualified speakers from the Texas Forest 
Service will be present to provide information, 
suggestions and ideas as it relates 
to the possibility of a fire threat 
in our neighborhood. Being 
informed and prepared will equip us 
to respond to such a threat.

Please plan to attend! 
Lives and property can be 
protected. This will be an 
excellent opportunity for our 
neighborhood.

Fo r  fu r the r 
i n f o r m a t i o n 
please contact 
Jim Gattis at jim.
gattis@ymail.com or 
512-468-2266.



2     Courtyard Caller - June 2012	 Copyright © 2012 Peel, Inc.

Courtyard Caller

CHA BOARD OF DIRECTORS
President, Leslie Craven................ 502-1124, 585-1153 (cell)
Vice President,Ed Ueckert...................................... 345-6137
Secretary, Cathleen Barrett.............................. 817-371-6983
Treasurer, Jim Lloyd............................................... 231-0855
Frank Apgar................................. 794-8346, 415-9412 (cell)
Jamie Southland..................................................... 394-5529
Waneen Spirduso.................................................... 345-5078

COMMITTEES
Environmental Control (ECC)
	 Diana Apgar....................................................... 415-9412
Community Park
	 Eddie Zamora..................................................... 502-9501
	 Zoli Kovacs......................................................... 761-4242
Welcome
	 Alice Randolph................................................... 394-7218
Social Committee Chairperson
	 Joany Price.......................................................... 775-8942	
Landscape & Decorating 
	 Ed Ueckert......................................................... 345-6137
Security
	 Jim Lloyd............................................................ 231-0855
Communications
	 Leslie Craven...................................................... 502-1124
	 Cathleen Barrett (Editor - Courtyard Caller)........ 531-9821
Compliance
	 Frank Apgar.............................. 794-8346, 415-9412 (cell)
	 Jamie Southerland............................................... 394-5529
Kayak Committee
	 Waneen Spirduso................................................ 345-5078
Area Development and Zoning Liaison
	 Bill Meredith...................................................... 345-0593
MANAGEMENT COMPANY

Goodwin Management: Marilyn Childress
 11149 Research Blvd. Austin, TX 78759-5227 

512-502-7509

SUB-HOA CONTACTS
Center Court:
	 Gary Doucha...................................................... 401-3105
Travis County Courtyard (aka "Backcourt")
	 Allan Nilsson..................................................... 346-8432
	 ..................................................... arnilsson@earthlink.net
Villas at Courtyard:
	 Thomas Hoy....................................................... 231-1270
	 .............................................Thomas.Hoy@freescale.com
Wolf Court:
	 Tim Sullivan....................................................... 346-3146
	 ..................................................... tsullivan@austin.rr.com
	

BOARD MEETING
NOTICE

If you would like to receive an email notice of the monthly 
board meetings, please sign up at BoardMeetingNotices.
com. After signing up, you will automatically receive notice 
of the upcoming board meeting and Agenda.

FREE?
DID YOU SAY

www.PEELinc.com

YES! YOUR NEWSLETTER IS PROVIDED
100% FREE OF CHARGE TO YOUR HOA
and is made possible by the  
advertisers within. Please frequent
their businesses and let them
know where you saw their 
advertisement.  While there, 
be sure to say “Thanks!”

PEEL, INC.
community newsletters

SEND US YOUR 
Event Pictures!!

	 Do you have a picture of an event that you 
would like to run in this newsletter?  
Send it to us and we will publish it in 
the next issue.  Email the picture to 
cathleenbarrett@hotmail.com.  Be sure to 
include the text that you would like to 
have as the caption.  Pictures will appear 
in color online at www.PEELinc.com.
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Fourth of July
In The Courtyard on Wednesday, July 4th

Celebrate The 

Dr. Katie Hadden provides general dentistry
services to children, teens, & adult patients
in a comfortable, friendly environment.

NOW ACCEPTING
NEW PATIENTS!

Cosmetic Dentistry ∙ Teeth Whitening
Veneers ∙ Crowns ∙ Implants ∙ Bridges
Root Canals ∙ Oral Hygiene Services

Dentures ∙ Sedation Dentistry

Most Dental Insurances Accepted

•

Complimentary Whitening Kit 
with

Completion Of Exam & Cleaning

3307 Northland Drive Suite 230 Austin, TX 78731
(at the corner of Mopac and RM2222)

512.388.2220
www.northlanddentalstudio.com

Expires: 5/15/12

Join us at 10:00 am at Parade Ridge and Courtyard Drive
We will line up behind the Fire Truck and march to the Park.

•	 Decorate your bike or wagon and join in the fun
•	 Grab a kazoo and march in the one and only
•	 Courtyard Marching Kazoo Band
•	 Add balloons to the stroller and walk with the Stroller Brigade

Parade Route: Starts at Parade Ridge and Courtyard Drive then proceeds to Scout Island Circle South. Turns left on Tom Wooten 
then right on Scout Island Circle North and on to the Park.

PICNIC IN THE PARK !
•	 Wear your bathing suits for the Slip & Slide
•	 Don’t miss the clown, face painting, balloon animals, and the Moonwalk
•	 Enjoy hot dogs, lemonade, chips & watermelon

YOU DON’T WANT TO MISS IT ! ! ! !
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Child, Adolescent & Adult Treatment
Payments options - We work with most insurance 

companies.  Several payment options available.

Changing Lives One Smile at a Time

7800 N. Mopac Expy
Suite 325

Austin, TX 78759
512.343.0062

170 Deepwood Dr.
Suite 100
Round Rock, TX 78681
512.343.0062

www.simplyawesomesmiles.com

Free Initial Exam &
Consult including X-Rays

$500 OFF
Invisalign Treatment

Courtyard Book Club
Tuesday, July 3rd,  1 p.m. in the Courtyard Club

This month the Book Club traveled back in time to explore the rise to 
power, and extraordinary accomplishments of Cleopatra as recounted by 
Stacy Schiff in her biography, Cleopatra, A Life.

In July we will read the 2012 Austin Mayor’s Book, Salvage the Bones 
by Jessmyn Ward, a book set close to home with characters more familiar 
than those of ancient times but whose problems are equally vexing.  Salvage 
the Bones was awarded the 2011 National Book Award for fiction.  Ward 
grew up in De Lisle, Mississippi on the Gulf coast.  She is a survivor of 
hurricane Katrina and sets this novel in a fictionalized version of her home 
town. The story takes place over only twelve days surrounding the storm.  
Through the experiences of a poor, black family, she explores the issues of 
poverty, natural disaster as well as sacrifice and familial bonds. 

Jessmyn Ward was educated at the University of Michigan and Stanford 
University, receiving awards and praise for her writing throughout her 
schooling.  She has occupied the John Grisham chair at the University 
of Mississippi and currently teaches at the University of South Alabama 
in Mobile.

In August, the Book Club will read Pearl of China by Anchee Min, a 
fictionalized account of Pearl Buck’s experience in China.

For information about the Courtyard Book Club, contact Jean 
Heath, c.jeanheath@gmail.com  or 512-231-9412.

Cooking in the Park with 
Luis Suarez!

June 10th
If you have the time, give yourself and your family a real treat 

on Sunday, June 10th. Come join your Courtyard neighbors for 
a cookout in our community Park, starting at 4 p.m., weather 
permitting.  Luis Suarez and his wife, Marre, sometimes get 
together with friends for cookouts in the Park.  In a spirit of true 
neighborliness, Luis thought it would be fun to share some of this 
good time with more of his fellow residents and invites you all to 
come join them for an occasional “communal” cookout – the first 
being set for June 10th.  Basically, each family brings their own 
meat and/or vegetables for grilling and each brings something for 
others to share.  Luis has volunteered to do the grilling “honors.”  

Contact Luis Suarez, 795-8800, if you are interested in more 
details and to sign up to come.
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The Housing Market Is…
HOT HOT HOT!!!

So, Are you ready to 
sell? Now’s the time.
Call me @ 512-775-8942
because remember…
I live here, I work here, I play here!

Year To Date Sales In Courtyard/MLS Stats
# of Active Listings - 6
# of Pending Listings - 3
# of Solds - 10

REMAINING MONTHS OF INVENTORY = 3
Less than 4 months = (which is our remaining 
inventory) = STRONG SELLER’S MARKET
4 - 6 months inventory = BALANCED MARKET
Greater than 6 months = BUYER’S MARKET

Whether buying or selling your home price matters!
Call Joany PRICE  512.775.8942

609 Castle Ridge Road, Ste. 400 • Austin, TX 78746 
M: 512.775.8942 • O: 512.328.8200 • F: 512.328.2559 
jprice@cbunited.com • www.cbunited.com/Joany.Price

 

Joany
Price
Your Courtyard Neighbor
& Tennis Club Member 

Realtor, CLHMS 
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“Summer Under the Rainbow”
is a flexible 11 week summer 

camp. Space is limited; sign up 
today at one of our three schools.

Offering 3 Convenient Austin Locations!
Steiner Ranch

4308 N. Quinlan Park Road | Suite 100
Austin, TX 78732 | 512.266.6130

Jester
6507 Jester Boulevard | Building 2
Austin, TX 78750 | 512.795.8300

Bee Caves
8100 Bee Caves Road | Austin, TX 78746

512.329.6633

Now Accepting Summer Camp Enrollment!

www.childrenscenterofaustin.com

DISCLAIMER: Articles and ads in this newsletter express the opinions of their 
authors and do not necessarily reflect the opinions of Peel, Inc. or its employees. 
Peel, Inc. is not responsible for the accuracy of any facts stated in articles 
submitted by others. The publisher also assumes no responsibility for the 
advertising content with this publication. All warranties and representations 
made in the advertising content are solely that of the advertiser and any such 
claims regarding its content should be taken up with the advertiser.
* The publisher assumes no liability with regard to its advertisers for misprints 
or failure to place advertising in this publication except for the actual cost 
of such advertising.
* Although every effort is taken to avoid mistakes and/or misprints, the 
publisher assumes no responsibility for any errors of information or 
typographical mistakes, except as limited to the cost of advertising as stated 
above or in the case of misinformation, a printed retraction/correction.
* Under no circumstances shall the publisher be held liable for incidental or 
consequential damages, inconvenience, loss of business or services, or any 
other liabilities from failure to publish, or from failure to publish in a timely 
manner, except as limited to liabilities stated above.

At no time will any source be allowed to use The Courtyard Caller Newsletter 
contents, or loan said contents, to others in anyway, shape or form, nor in 
any media, website, print, film, e-mail, electrostatic copy, fax, or etc. for 
the purpose of solicitation, commercial use, or any use for profit, political 
campaigns, or other self amplification, under penalty of law without written 
or expressed permission from Peel, Inc. The information in The Courtyard 
Caller Newsletter is exclusively for the private use of Peel, Inc. 

Our Park
As our very pleasant spring moves on to summer, more and more of 

our residents are enjoying the beautiful scenery and many amenities 
of our Community Park.  Already this year, several large groups have 
enjoyed birthday parties there and many events are scheduled for 
the summer.  To help insure everyone’s time in the Park is pleasant, 
please keep a couple of things in mind while you are in the Park, 
and exercise caution, especially with children and pets while you are 
in and around the park.  

Poison ivy, although never really gone in the winter, is again 
flourishing.  Oh – would our flowers and grass grow so well!   Since 
mid-March, the Park Committee has been spraying weekly to kill 
poison ivy and poison vines growing along pathways, the edges of 
the driveway& the woods and will continue to do so.  Keep on the 
lookout for “leaves of three (3)” and if you think you’ve come into 
contact with a poisonous plant, try to wash as soon as you can with 
any of the several poison ivy scrub soaps that are available without 
prescription at your pharmacy.  Plants oils can remain on clothes 
and shoes even after they have been washed with regular laundry 
detergent so you may want to check into some of the special soaps 
made to remove these poisonous oils.  And don’t forget that your 
pet(s) can also transmit these oils to you if they happen to brush 
against these plants while they are out.  Good luck!

Residents have reported seeing some snakes in and around the 
cove area.  Although we have been told that most likely the snakes 
are not poisonous, please use caution in the pond area, especially if 
you are with children and pets.  

If you haven’t seen it yet, we have a beautiful new Mexican 
Sycamore tree in the Park.  These trees are not susceptible to oak 
wilt and, once established, will grow fast to provide us with a nice 
shady area at the edge of the open field area. 

Finally, we ask again that pet owners please take care to clean up 
after their pets.  Bags and trashcans have been provided to make 
this as easy as possible for you.  If you see anyone not pick up their 
dog’s poo, please report them.  It would be regrettable if the few 
irresponsible owners ruin it for those who are so good about picking 
up after their pets.  We do not want to have to ban dogs from the 
Park so please make an effort to police yourselves.  

Don’t forget that if you want to reserve the park for large groups, 
call Marilyn Childress, our property manager, at 750-2883.
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Pick Up After Your Dog!
Courtyard neighbors who own dogs are asked to clean up after 

their dogs at all times. Dog poop contains fecal coliforms, worms and 
parasites which are a danger to children, other pets and to our creek and 
river.  The deposits, if not picked up, eventually find their way to our 
drinking water and pose a danger to everyone.  Picking up your dog’s 
poop is plain and simply the right thing to do.  Not only is it illegal 
in our city and against the Courtyard homeowners’ bylaws to leave 
dog poop unattended, it’s also plain rude and 
irresponsible.  Other people shouldn’t 
have to worry about stepping in it or 
smelling it.

Please do not walk your dog on 
our streets and in our park unless 
you are carrying two or three 
plastic bags for use when your 
dog or dogs poop.  No Courtyard 
resident appreciates finding dog poop 
in his or her front yard, and no one likes 
seeing dog poop in the Park.  Remember that 
a lot of people use the Park every day, so please keep your dog (s) on 
a leash and pick up after them.  If you run out of plastic bags, some 
have been placed in the Park for your use and convenience.

Pick up the poop even if no one else is looking at you.  It is your 
responsibility as a dog owner.  Your dog does not know better, 
but YOU do.  Be a responsible dog owner.

Residential Curbside 
Collection Schedule

It has come to the attention of the Board that several neighbors 
in our community have already put out bulk and large brush items 
for city pickup and have left them out.  No items, including large 
brush and bulk items, should be placed out until the night before 
or morning of the pickup days scheduled for our community.    The 
next bulk item collection day for The Courtyard is July 9th and the 
next large brush collection day is July 16th.  For further information 
and guidelines regarding residential curbside collection, please go 
online to www.austintexas.gov/department/residential or call 3-1-1.

Additionally, some residents seem confused about what days are 
“Blue Trash,” or blue recycling days.  Information and guidelines 
regarding recycling can also be found on the website listed above.  
The blue recycling days for June are scheduled for June 8th and June 
22nd.  Austin Resource Recovery also provides weekly, curbside yard 
trimmings collection.  Yard trimmings are grass clippings, leaves, and 
small branches or limbs that are no longer than 5 feet and no thicker 
than 3 inches in diameter. 

Thank you for doing your part in keeping our community clean 
and clutter-free by following the guidelines of both the community 
and the City of Austin regarding curbside collection.

FUEL YOUR CHILD’S
CREATIVITY QUOTIENT

Submitted by Sugandha Jain

The impact of a high creativity quotient (CQ) is evident even 
among the top management in business. Results from 2010 
IBM Global CEO study reveal that highly effective CEO’s place 
the greatest emphasis on creative leadership. In order to achieve 
top results, CEO’s are not fearful of experimenting. These CEO’s 
lead the new generation by continually thinking of new ways and 
fresh approaches. However, the sad reality is that creativity scores 
have been decreasing in children since 1990. In their book, The 
Creativity Crisis: New Thinking about children, authors Po Bronson 
and Ashley Merryman, cite evidence on how creative quotient in 
children has plummeted. 

As parents, we have to ask ourselves some tough questions. Is our 
education system so hyper-focused on testing that we are squeezing 
out the innate creativity of our children? Are we pushing our 
children so hard that we are leaving no room for creativity? What 
can we do to turn things around? The good news is that creativity 
can be nurtured and learned. Exposing children to a creative 
environment can assist in enhancing their CQ. Creativity training 
actually changes brain function. It creates new neurons in key parts 
of the brain and builds new connections between these neurons.

So, what is the recipe for sparking creativity in children? The 
right amount of sleep, nutrition and avoiding pessimism can 
work wonders. Positive thinking is so powerful that it can attract 
unimaginable successful results in a person’s life. Teaching children 
to trust themselves is a vital ingredient as creativity comes from 
trusting your instincts. 

Asking ‘What if ’ questions to your children can increase 
their CQ. Leo Burnett says that curiosity about life in all of its 
aspects is the secret of great creative people. Solving open-ended 
problems also nurtures creativity. Parents and children who work 
together to solve challenging problems gain understanding on 
mastering uncomfortable feelings that  these problems present. 
Families that create together stay together!

Sugandha Jain is a Master Registered Texas Trainer
& Director of Accreditation at a local preschool



10     Courtyard Caller - June 2012	 Copyright © 2012 Peel, Inc.

Courtyard Caller

athletics.concordia.edu

2012 ASC
Baseball Champions

For up to the date information 
please check out our website at:

Baseball
June 18-21 & July 9-12       

contact: 512-313-4507

 Softball                          
June 11-15          

contact: 512-313-4502

Boys Basketball            
June 4-8 

contact: 512-313-4504

Girls Basketball              
June 25-29          

contact: 512-313-4509

Boys & Girls Volleyball   
June 11-15 & July 16-20      

contact: 512-313-4510

2012 Summer Camps

Metaphors Be With You
I changed my iPod’s name to Titanic. It ‘s syncing now. 

When chemists die, they barium. 

Jokes about German sausage are the wurst. 

I know a guy who’s addicted to brake fluid. He says he can stop 
any time. 

How does Moses make his tea? Hebrews it. 

I stayed up all night to see where the sun went. Then it dawned 
on me. 

This girl said she recognized me from the vegetarian club, but I’d 
never met herbivore. 

I’m reading a book about anti-gravity.  I just can’t put it down. 

I did a theatrical performance about puns. It was a play on words. 

They told me I had type-A blood, but it was a Type-O. 

PMS jokes aren’t funny; period. 

Why were the Indians here first? They had reservations. 

We’re going on a class trip to the Coca-Cola factory. I hope there’s 
no pop quiz. 

I didn’t like my beard at first. Then it grew on me. 

Did you hear about the cross-eyed teacher who lost her job because 
she couldn’t control her pupils? 

When you get a bladder infection urine trouble. 

Broken pencils are pointless. 

I tried to catch some fog, but I mist. 

What do you call a dinosaur with an extensive vocabulary? A 
thesaurus. 

England has no kidney bank, but it does have a Liverpool. 

I used to be a banker, but then I lost interest. 

I dropped out of communism class because of lousy Marx. 

All the toilets in New York’s police stations have been stolen. The 
police have nothing to go on. 

I got a job at a bakery because I kneaded dough. 

Haunted French pancakes give me the crêpes. 

Velcro — what a rip off! 

A cartoonist was found dead in his home. Details are sketchy. 

Venison for dinner again? Oh deer! 

The earthquake in Washington obviously was the government’s 
fault. 

Be kind to your dentist.  He has fillings, too.
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WWW.COLINSHOPE.ORG

PREVENTABLE
DROWNING IS

VISIT US 
ONLINE

CHECK POOLS/HOTTUBS 
1ST FOR MISSING CHILDREN

CONSTANT VISUAL
SUPERVISION

MULTIPLE BARRIERS ON
ALL POOLS & HOTTUBS

LEARN CPR
KEEP BACKYARDS &
BATHROOMS SAFE

LEARN TO SWIM WEAR LIFE
JACKETS

LAYERS OF PROTECTION

2012

June
Colin’s Hope Upcoming Events Calendar

June: Water Safety Walk - Packet Stuffing and Distribution
June 7:

June 16:

Eat, Drink & Shop for Colin’s Hope at
Point of Origin Gift Boutique in Lakeway, 5-7pm
Colin’s Hope Got2Swim the Pure Austin Quarry

July 21: UltiFit Challenge #2 at Reveille Peak Ranch
September 16: Colin’s Hope Kids Triathlon - registration opens June 1st

Volunteer
Signup - Register

COLINSHOPE.ORG

WATER SAFETY TIPS AT
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308 Meadowlark St.
Lakeway, TX 78734-4717

Jo Carol Snowden
Broker Associate, ABR, CRS, GRI
512-480-0842 ofc  •  512-657-4441 cell
jocarol@moreland.com
www.jocarolsnowden.com www.moreland.com

Please call me to discuss your real estate needs.

®

  2 BD/2.5 BA  •  $227,500  •  Condo with 2 masters

5701 Westlope Dr #6

  5BD/4F+2H BA  •  $850,000  •  5000+ sq ft garage/shop

13008 Winding Creek Rd

  4BD/2.5BA  •  $397,000  •  Private Lake Austin access

 3BD/2.5BA  •  $549,000  •  Lake Austin views

5804 Lakeview Circle

SOLD  5622 Parade Ridge

PENDING  5718 Sam Houston Circle

SOLD  5606 Wolf Court

  3BD/2.5BA  •  $385,000  •  Recently updated & move-in ready   2BD/2.5BA  •  $369,500  •  Built in 1995


