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Tech-Etiquette: Is there an App for Civility? 
Submitted by Darcy Folsom

In today’s age of apps and gadgets, it’s likely 
that you or someone you know has benefitted 
handily from the ubiquitous smartphone 
in today’s digitally-dependent society. If the 
question were posed to our current generation, 
“What item would you never want to be 
without?” it is fair to say that most individuals 
living in 21st century America would answer: 
“My phone!” Without our phones, it is certain 
that many of us would be lost. We would be 
unable to text, tweet, phone, email, face time, 
and even friend or like another individual. 
Would we really? Is American society becoming 
so dependent upon these technological devices 
that we are challenged to even recognize our 
our humanity within? How many young men 
and women know the value of the age-old 
adage “Never leave home without a smile?” Is 
who we were created to be, in such competition 
with what we hold in our hand, that we have 
forgotten the simple value of kindness - shared 
in a smile, of gratification - by greeting another 
with a genuine handshake? Is it technology that 
propels our lives, or are we doing our best to 
prepare our lives to propel the technology that 
supports them?

Regardless of how many apps and buttons 
and gadgets, and even insurance, we carry 
on our smartphones, could it be that we 
have something even better when it comes 
to insuring our ability to connect with the 
people we like? Or to be-Friend those to whom 
we’re attracted, or bring restitution to those 
un-Friended? Today’s digitally-dependent 
generation has a challenge before them that 

none before have known. That is, being able 
to successfully pair technology with common 
courtesy. Remembering what our grandmothers 
taught us about the civilities of life (carried in 
our hip pockets) may apply more today, than 
any app could ever provide. But pairing the art 
of civility with the current age of technology 
requires practice. The 21st century can only get 
better as those old-fashioned manners make 
their way from our pockets to the person next 
to us. After all, the words we speak are far more 
significant than the technology that transmits 
them. Why not polish a few points of etiquette 
this summer and complement your savvy skills 
on your smartphone? By doing so, you and 
your smartphone may just move from merely 
getting the message delivered, to doing so with 
principles that shape our character and improve 
our attitudes about both our electronic devices, 
and the lives of those who use them.

TIP #1 - When you take a call in the presence 
of another person, you are communicating, 
“You are secondary; the caller is more important 
than you are.” If you are expecting a call, let 
your companion know in advance, and excuse 
yourself before taking the call, limiting the call 
to under one minute. Never use a cell phone on 
a date, unless there is an emergency.

TIP #2 - If you find it necessary to use your 
smartphone while driving, make it a habit to 
get into your car, buckle up, and prepare your 
hand’s free device to activate the call BEFORE 
starting your engine.

TIP #3 - Allow your personality, not your 
PDA to impress others. Avoid using novelty 

ringtones, and choose the vibrate option as 
much as possible.

TIP #4 - Remove your earpiece when not 
on the phone. Always keep your phone in a 
pocket or a purse, rather than laying it on the 
table next to you. 

TIP# 5 - When in a public place, refrain 
from using your ear buds to listen to your 
favorite playlist. Instead, be prepared to greet 
those who are near you, looking oncoming 
passersby in the eye, with a smile and “Hello!” 
This is not only courteous, but it is also a way 
to remain sure about your surroundings.

As you travel to the lake or the seaside with 
friends, consider the value that a few manners 
may add to the dynamics of your summer 
relationships. Ask the question – is there 
something more fundamental than a fancy 
app, or gadget insurance to satisfy our lack? 
What have we already been given as a way to 
connect with the people we like, and those 
we want to be-Friend? Rather than search 
your smartphone for the latest apps, ask your 
companion’s permission to practice with them, 
as you begin to apply these principles of Tech-
Etiquette. These courtesies will both benefit 
the words we speak and the actions we offer, 
as we engage those around us with the very 
acts of courtesy we desire for others to share 
with us. Practicing the art of civility alongside 
the technology that propels our lives, I believe 
we will see our digitally-dependent generation 
become the one to re-engage our culture with 
civility and the accomplished principles of 
common courtesy.
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ADVERTISING INFORMATION
Please support the businesses that advertise in the Fairwood. Their 
advertising dollars make it possible for all Fairwood residents to receive 
the monthly newsletter at no charge.  If you would like to support 
the newsletter by advertising, please contact our sales office at 512-
263-9181 or advertising@PEELinc.com. The advertising deadline is 
the 8th of each month for the following month's newsletter.

NEWSLETTER
PUBLISHER
	 Peel, Inc........................ www.PEELinc.com, 512-263-9181
	 Advertising................................ advertising@PEELinc.com

BOARD MEMBERS
Jim Adams................................................................ President
281-251-0053........................... jim.adams@myfairwood.com

David Conway..................................................Vice President
281-370-6991............email: david.conway@myfairwood.com

Virginia Williams......................................................Treasurer
281-374-6236..................virginia.williams@myfairwood.com

Carol Brockman........................................................Secretary
281-379-3795................... carol.brockman@myfairwood.com

Jason Nolin................................................................Director
281-724-8924.......................... jason.nolin@myfairwood.com

COMMITTEES
NEWSLETTER INFO.
David Conway......................... newsletters@myfairwood.com
	 ..................................................................... 218-370-6991

WEBSITE INFO. 
Jason Nolin....................................website@myfairwood.com
	 ..................................................................... 281-724-8924

RECREATION & VOLUNTEERS
Stacy Battaglia....................... stacybattaglia@fairwoodweb.org 	
	 ..................................................................... 281-455-6819

ANNOUNCEMENT BOARDS
Jennifer Lorenz.................... jennifer.lorenz@myfairwood.com 
	 ..................................................................... 281-376-1839

CLUBHOUSE RESERVATIONS
Celeste Lubenow............... celeste.lubenow@myfairwood.com
	 ..................................................................... 281-357-4933

YARD OF THE MONTH 
Jason Nolin.............................  jason.nolin@myfairwood.com
	 ..................................................................... 281-724-8924

LOST & FOUND PETS 
Susan Moss....................................................... 713-416-2998

IMPORTANT NUMBERS
Ambulance........................................................................911
Fire....................................................................................911
Harris County Constable................................. 281-376-3472
Poison Control................................................. 800-764-7661
Harris County Animal Control........................ 281-999-3191
Health Department.......................................... 713-439-6000
Domestic Violence Hotline.............................. 281-401-6250
Reliant Energy - Electricity............................... 713-207-7777
NW Harris County Mud #5 
	 Municipal District Services........................... 281-983-3602
Natural Gas Service 
	 Center Point Energy..................................... 713-659-2111
Emergenct Gas Leaks
	 Center Point Energy..................................... 888-876-5786
Water Company 
	 Municipal District Services..........................  281-290-6500

Streetlight outages may be reported at: www.centerpointenergy.
com/services/electricity/residential/reportastreetlightoutage

SCHOOL NUMBERS
	 District Website............................................. www.cfisd.net
	 Black Elementry School................................ 281-320-7145
	 Hamilton Middle School.............................. 281-320-7000
	 Cy-Fair High................................................ 281-897-4600
	 Bus Information........................................... 281-897-4565

MANAGEMENT COMPANY
	 Chaparral Management Company................ 281-537-0957
	 Fax: 281-537-0312........... www.chaparralmanagement.com

BILLS AND ACCOUNTS
	 Susie Jones..................... susan@chaparralmanagement.com

ARCHITECTURAL CONTROL COMMITTEE
	 Betty Gillory.................service@chaparralmanagement.com

DEED RESTRICTIONS
	 Sandi Holms...............sholmes@chaparralmanagement.com

PROPERTY MANAGER
	 Tally Jenkins................... tallyj@chaparralmanagement.com

The website for Chaparral Management, www.
chaparralmanagement.com, provides you with forms that can 

easily be printed, completed and submitted.

WRITTEN CORRESPONDENCE TO:
	 Fairwood HOA
	 c/o Chaparral Mgmt. Co.
	 P.O. Box 681007
	 Houston, TX 77268-1007
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All Proceeds Will 
Benefit Metastatic 

Breast Cancer Research

OCTOBER 1, 2012
Tee’d Off at Breast Cancer

Golf Classic
at

 THE CLUB AT FALCON POINT
Tee Off at 12:30 pm

Lunch/Dinner/Auction/Awards

To register/sponsor go to
www.teamtiara.net

$130/golfer ; $475/team

Join your golfer
for dinner – dinner $25.00

DISCLAIMER: Articles and ads in this newsletter express the opinions 
of their authors and do not necessarily reflect the opinions of Peel, Inc. 
or its employees. Peel, Inc. is not responsible for the accuracy of any facts 
stated in articles submitted by others. The publisher also assumes no 
responsibility for the advertising content with this publication. All warranties 
and representations made in the advertising content are solely that of the 
advertiser and any such claims regarding its content should be taken up 
with the advertiser.
* The publisher assumes no liability with regard to its advertisers for misprints 
or failure to place advertising in this publication except for the actual cost 
of such advertising.
* Although every effort is taken to avoid mistakes and/or misprints, the 
publisher assumes no responsibility for any errors of information or 
typographical mistakes, except as limited to the cost of advertising as stated 
above or in the case of misinformation, a printed retraction/correction.
* Under no circumstances shall the publisher be held liable for incidental or 
consequential damages, inconvenience, loss of business or services, or any 
other liabilities from failure to publish, or from failure to publish in a timely 
manner, except as limited to liabilities stated above.

At no time will any source be allowed to use the Fairwood H.O.A. Newsletter 
contents, or loan said contents, to others in anyway, shape or form, nor in 
any media, website, print, film, e-mail, electrostatic copy, fax, or etc. for 
the purpose of solicitation, commercial use, or any use for profit, political 
campaigns, or other self amplification, under penalty of law without written 
or expressed permission from the Wortham Village Homeowners Association 
and Peel, Inc. The information in the Wortham Village Newsletter is 
exclusively for the private use of Wortham Village residents only. 
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NOT AVAILABLE 
ONLINE

(yes.)

Your newsletter
is provided 100% free
of charge to your hoa... 
and is made possible by the  advertisers within.

Please frequent their businesses and let them

know where you saw their advertisement. 

While there,  be sure to say “Thanks!”

www.PEELinc.com
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SUDOKU

Sudoku
The goal is to fill in the grid so that every row, every column, and

every 3x3 box contains the digits 1 through 9. Each digit may
appear only once in each row, each column, and each 3x3 box.

© 2006. Feature Exchange

Sudoku
The challenge is to fill every row across, every column down, and every
3x3 box with the digits 1 through 9. Each 1 through 9 digit must appear
only once in each row across, each column down, and each 3x3 box.

© 2006. Feature Exchange
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ADOPTION COALITION OF TEXAS

Ricardo age 6
Leticia age 5
Lillyanna age 4
Sylinda age 2

Lillyanna, Ricardo, Leticia and Sylinda 
are adorable, loving children full of 
giggles and energy! The children are all 
healthy and developmentally on target. 
This sibling group needs an adoptive 
family ready to shower each of them 
with love. The family must also love 
hot cheetos! For more information, 
please contact Stephanie Berka at the 
Adoption Coalition of Texas by email 
stephanieberka@adopttexas.org or by 
phone: 512-450-8750.
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Chocolate Cab Cupcakes

Cupcake Ingredients

•	 1 1/2 C all purpose flour
•	 3/4 C sugar
•	 1 t baking powder
•	 1 t baking soda
•	 1 t sea salt
•	 1 C special dark cocoa
•	 1/2 C canola oil
•	 2 large eggs
•	 1 t Ancho Chili Powder
•	 1 C Cabernet Sauvignon
•	 1 special dark chocolate bar 

Directions: Preheat your oven to 350 degrees 
and line a cupcake pan with papers. Sift 
the dry ingredients together in a large bowl. 
Add the oil, eggs, chili powder and cab and 
blend with a mixer. Using a 1 inch ice cream 
scoop, place 1 scoop in each paper. Add 1 
piece of dark chocolate, and then add another 
scoop of batter. Place in oven and bake for 
18 minutes. Remove from oven and cool.

Frosting Ingredients

•	 1/2 C vegetable 
shortening

•	 6 oz unsalted butter, 
softened

•	 1 C confectioners’ sugar
•	 1 C special dark cocoa
•	 2 T Cab Reduction {see 

note below}

Directions: Blend shortening and 
butter together until fluffy and add 
confectioners’ sugar and cocoa. Mix to 
combine then add the Cab Reduction and 
blend well.If the frosting is too thick, 
add a hint of vanilla or cream to thin it 
out. Place in pastry bag and pipe onto 
cooled cupcakes and serve.

Try these decadent cupcakes when you need a special dessert and pair it with your favorite Cab!
By The Four Points Foodie

www.FourPointsFoodie.com

CYPRESS 
FELLOWSHIP

Real Church. No Country Club Agenda Here!cypressfellowship.org 

Join us this 
Sunday!

   SERVICES AT 9 AND 11 AM, BIBLE STUDY AT 10:10. 
 

   X-PLODE STUDENT MINISTRY (6TH-12TH GRADES) 
   MEETS WEDNESDAYS AT 7 PM!

Visit us online at cypressfellowship.org or call 713.574.6301! We’re located at the corner of Spring Cypress and Telge. 



Copyright © 2012 Peel, Inc.	 Fairwood Homeowners Association Newsletter - July 2012     7

Fairwood

WWW.COLINSHOPE.ORG

PREVENTABLE
DROWNING IS

VISIT US 
ONLINE

CHECK POOLS/HOTTUBS 
1ST FOR MISSING CHILDREN

CONSTANT VISUAL
SUPERVISION

MULTIPLE BARRIERS ON
ALL POOLS & HOTTUBS

LEARN CPR
KEEP BACKYARDS &
BATHROOMS SAFE

LEARN TO SWIM WEAR LIFE
JACKETS

LAYERS OF PROTECTION

  W
ATER GUARDIAN

PLEDGE
I WILL constantly watch children around water.
I WILL NOT become distracted.
I WILL maintain a valid CPR certification.
I WILL be on duty until relieved by an adult.

Take the Colin’s Hope Water Guardian Pledge

WATER SAFETY TIPS AT



8      Fairwood Homeowners Association Newsletter - July 2012	 Copyright © 2012 Peel, Inc.

Fairwood

FAR

PRSRT STD
U.S. POSTAGE

PAID
PEEL, INC.


