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Summerwood Casino Night - A Big Success!

Over 100 residents came out
to have fun at our annual Casino
Night Event. There were several
gaming options, including Black
Jack, Roulette, Craps, and Texas
Hold ‘Em available at our only
“ADULT ONLY’ event of the year.
Chances to win one of a dozen awesome prizes had folks playing
the night away. The lucky winners are listed below.

Casino Night Winners

ADRIENNE G.

ASTROS PACK...

RESTAURANT SPREE .

$500 AMEX

$250 L'AUBERGE G.C........ccccceeuverneernnesancnns JULIUS W.
BEACH BASKET LORENZOV.
HOUSTON SOO MEMBERSHIP JULIE H.

CHILDREN'S MUSEUM MEMBERSHIP.... CELINE W.
HMNS MEMBERSHIP WANNA G.
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IMPORTANT NUMBERS

EMERGENCY NUMBERS

Emergency Situations..........ccccevviiiiiiiiiiniiiiiiiens 911
Harris County Sheriff's Dept. (Dispatch) ...... 713-221-6000
Constable - Precinct 3......cceeeeevieciieieeneenne. 281-427-4791
Houston Fire Station #105....14014 W. Lake Houston Pkwy
....................................................... Houston, Texas 77044
South Lake Houston EMS (Dispatch)............ 281-459-1277
Dead Animal Pick-Up (Precinct 1) ......coveeeee. 281-820-5151
Animal Control.........ccooviieeiieiiieiiieeieeeeeeane 281-999-3191
After HOUTLS....cuveieeieiiieeeeeeeeeeeeeeeee 281-221-5000

UTILITY SERVICE NUMBERS
Public Utility Commission Consumer Hotline .. 888-782-8477

Entouch Systems .......cccoveiiinieininiiniiene. 281-225-1000
(Telephone, Cable, Alarm Monitoring)

ATBT oo 800-288-2020

CenterPoint......coeueivieiiniiiiiniiiiiciieen, 713-659-2111

Reliant Energy.....cccovvevevinieecinieininiccniniecnne 713-207-7777

South West Water Company (MUD #342, #344, and #361)
Customer SErvice ...eevvuerriereereueiniereennene 713-405-1750

Garbage Pick-Up (Republic Waste) ................ 281-446-2030

(Pick up on Mon. & Thurs - Garbage must be out by 7 a.m.)
SUMMERWOOD MARKETING

Summerwood New Home Center .................. 281-225-0025
16402 Boulder Field Lane; Houston, TX 77044

SCHOOLS

Summerwood Elementary......cc.coccoevenieinncnne. 281-641-3000

Lakeshore Elementary .......c.cocooeevieueininieennn 281-641-3500

Post OffiCe....uuiieieeeiieeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeee e 713-695-2690

4206 Little York, Houston, TX 77078

NEWSLETTER INFO

EDITOR

Article Submissions....summerwoodnewsletter@gmail.com
PUBLISHER

Peel, TNC. vvvieeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeee e www.PEELinc.com

Advertising....... advertising@PEELinc.com, 888-687-6444

DON'T WANT TO WAIT

FORTHE MAIL

View the Summerwood Life online at www.PEELinc.com.

Yard of the Month
JULY 2012

The Summerwood Beautification Committee would like to
congratulate the July, Summerwood Yard of the Month Winner!

1he Carmean Family
of Yaupon Holly Lane

The Carmean family will have a “Yard of the Month”
sign displayed in their yard for the month of July,
and will also receive a $50 gift card to Lowe’s!

Summerwood is full of homeowners who take pride in their yards!

Would you like to nominate a neighbor, or even your own yard? The
nominations should be emailed to summerwoodnewsletter@gmail.
com and must be received by the 8th of each month. Please include
the name and address of the resident and submit a jpeg photo with
your nomination.
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That Won’t Break The Bank

Travel to the hubs: Do a quick Google search for major airline hubs in the US. They
NORTHEAST make excellent vacation spots and tend to offer great deals on airfare.

Tracy Montgomery

M A O Child discounts: Always ask — whether you're visiting amusement parks, dining at

restaurants, or looking for lodging. Most kids don’t need fancy bed, so take advantage
of free cots in hotels so you won't have to spring for an extra room.

713.825.5905
www.tracysoldit.com Membership Discounts: AAA discounts abound, but don't forget about discounts for

tracy@tracysoldit.com any professional organizations or clubs to which you may belong.
20665 W Lake Houston Parkway

Humble, Tx 77346 Camping: Kids love the outdoors! And for the price of firewood, roasted marshmallows,

hot cocoa, and a nominal camping fee, you'll create memories that will last a lifetime.

GREAT PRICES, FAST SERVICE AND QUALITY WORK
LET US CUSTOMIZE
N
YOUR RIDE!

Bl
SPRAY-ON BEDLINERS- 1 HOUR o tin
WINDOW TINTING
AUTO ALARMS / DVD / STEREO
TOOL BOXES
WHEELS AND TIRES
SUSPENSION LIFT AND
DROP KITS
NERF BARS & MUCH MORE

SERIOUS TRUCK ACCESSORIES SINCE 1986 ) (O T B Ll i
s service * Quali K P AZO- -
Great Prices * Fast Service * Quality Wor z 3; l é.l: :’ S) l s) l ‘

12954 Beaumont Hwy 90 (Old 90) Houston, TX 77049
Only 10 minutes from Summerwood. Left on Beltway 8 to Tidwell Exit www.briansti ntshop.com
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SUMMERWOOD NEW RESIDENT WELCOME

Now that you are all moved in, come and meet your new
neighbor, learn more about life in Summerwood including the
planned events, committees and resident groups/clubs. You
can even pick up your key fob that will gain you entry into our
amazing amenities! The New Resident Welcome will be held
at Club Summerwood (16136 Hunters Lake Way) and starts
with Social Time at 6:30pm and a Welcome Presentation at
7:00pm on the below dates.

AUGUST 2ND
NOVEMBER 1ST

Please RSVP to
angela.douglas@summerwoodlife.com
or call 281.852.1700

We Hope to See You There!

How was your €
acade m|C ¢

anothe
lhere a

PREVAIE" "V § i
COUNSELING

can help!

Pepression

Bipolar Disorder

Serving the Sumimerwood.and.
Fall Creek area.

cafodimnsidar St REe SNl

11501 N. Sam Houston

The purpose of this event is to bring current resident and new
residents together! We want to showcase all the wonderful amenities
and offerings Summerwood has for new residents as they embark on
a new chapter of their life.

NEW RESIDENTS
Welcome to the neighborhood! Please take a moment to register
for a user account on www.SummerwoodLife.com if you have not
already done so. Don't forget to RSVP for one of our informative
Welcome events!

CURRENT RESIDENTS
Please feel free to RSVP for the welcome events and come meet
some of Summerwood's newest homeowners. While the presentation
portion of the event will be geared toward new residents, current
residents are welcome to attend and maybe learn something new
about the community.

VISITWWW.SUMMERWOODLIFE.COMTO RSVP

New Female Board Certified
Internist/Primary Care in your area

IMD Health Care & Imaging, PLLC

Specializing In:
* Hypertension and Diabetes
* EKG
e Well Women Exams
e Cardiac Nuclear Stress Testing \
e Asthma & COPD
* Dexa imaging
e Arthritis & Osteoporosis
» Cholesterol & Allergy Control
e Flu Shots & Vaccines
e Thyroid Disorders

-Botox and Med Fillers

for skin perfection

Off: 281.459.9181
Fax: 281.459.9813
imdhealthcare.net

Office Hours
Mon.- Fri.: 8:00 AM - 5:00 PM
Sat.: 8:30 AM - 12:00 PM

Summer Wood
*

W, Lake Houston Fiowy

Timber Forrest Dr.

7 smﬂf/
—

Humara S. Gull, MD
Board Certified in Internal
Medicine & Nuclear Medicine

13107 W. Lake Houston Pkwy ® Houston, TX 77044

We accept all major insurance plans and Medicare.

4 Summerwood Life - July 2012
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Summerwood Girl Scout Project

Submitted by Allison Warren, Troop Leader

Summerwood Girl Scout Brownie Troop 9553 and Cadet Troop 9554 worked
together on a service project for Waste Management. They were given a recycle
dumpster to design and paint. Grace Stewart, with help from Madison Saenz, designed

the dumpster and both troops worked to paint it. It was displayed at Discovery Green
on Earth Day and was taken to the Humble ISD Fine Arts Festival.

REAL SCIENCE

REAL RESULTS

Anti Aging Breakthrough — An accidental Discovery at MD Anderson

Nature—based night time cream with no harsh
ingredients. Non-comedogenic and safe for all skin ggrm
types.

Third-party clinical trials show that NeriumAD
dramatically reduces the appearance of:

« Fine Lines and Wrinkles
* Hyperpigmentation

« Uneven Skin Texture

* Enlarged Pores

* Aging or Sun-Damaged Skin

After 5 manths of using NerlumAD

One of the main active ingredients in NeriumAD is For more Information go to my website

NAE-8, a proprietary extract from the Nerium ole- www.reverseaging.nerium.com
ander plant, which through an accidental discovery

in biotechnology research, long-term testing, and Tracy Montgomery
subsequent clinical trial, is now available to you in
the form of high-performance skincare. 71 3 - 825 .5905

Ask me how you can get your bottle for FREE Every Month!

Copyright © 2012 Peel, Inc. Summerwood Life - July 2012
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Crime Watch
Committee Update

Submitted by Barbara Probandt

Our beautiful Summerwood community continues to be one of
the safest neighborhoods in this city! However, no area of this city or
any other city is free from criminal activity of some kind or another.
It is the objective of the Crime Watch Committee to provide you
with information and strive to raise awareness in ways you can protect
your property and personal safety.

After hearing from our HCSO contract deputies and the HPD
officers that patrol Summerwood it has been stressed that burglary of
motor vehicles (BMVs) are still most prevalent crime in entire area
of Houston. One criminal technique to be aware of is car hopping,
where two or more thugs work the streets and can hit 15-20 cars in
a block. They are often crime rings from outside our area, hit nice
communities such as ours in the early hours of the morning, and
usually are found to have drug problems. They sell whatever they
can find for cash.

WHAT WE CAN DO:
* Keep eyes and ears open
¢ Lock car doors
* Keep garages locked
e Arm your burglar alarm system and driveway monitors
 Use motion lights, motion sensors and video security

Crime Watch Committee meets at the central clubhouse on the
2nd Tuesday of the month at 7:00. All residents are invited
to attend, become informed, receive current information,
and meet the HCSO deputies and HPD officers that
help to keep us safe! -

Keepsake Ornament Premiere
is July 14th & 15th
Open at 7am on Saturday, July 14th

-HM
RACHAELS

www.RachaelsHallmark.com
7571 FM 1960 E @ W. Lake Houston PKWY - 281.812.6400

SUMMERWOOD
PHOTO CONTEST

Have you recently taken a great photo of your
family enjoying the outdoors in Summerwood?
Maybe you have taken a photo of one of our
amenities or perhaps a particular landscaped
area that you enjoy? We’d love to see your
favorite Summerwood photo!

Please email it to: summerwood.newsletter@
gmail.com and include your name and address
along with a short paragraph about why the
photo is your favorite. The winner will have his/
her photo in next month’s newsletter!

This photo was taken during the first week of
summer vacation and shows a fun filled carefree
day at the East Pool.

Photo submitted by Barbara Probandt

BUSINESS CLASSIFIEDS

Rainco Irrigation Specialist: Commercial & Residential.
Backflow Testing, Drainage, Irrigation (Sprinkler) System, Design
& Installation, Service & Repair, Rainbird — Hunter. Fully

Insured. Lic. # 9004 & 9226. Call 713-824-5327.

6 Summerwood Life - July 2012
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Window Coverings
Granite Counter Tops
Faux lron

Remodeling

All Types of Flooring

BOATMAN

CARPET
ONE

FLOOR & HOME®

\_ J
since 1933

713.453.8581

boatmancarpetone.com

Copyright © 2012 Peel, Inc.
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At no time will any source be allowed to use the Summerwood Life's contents,
or loan said contents, to others in anyway, shape or form, nor in any media,
website, print, film, e-mail, electrostatic copy, fax, or etc. for the purpose of
solicitation, commercial use, or any use for profit, political campaigns, or other
self amplification, under penalty of law without written or expressed permission
from Peel, Inc. The information in the Summerwood Life is exclusively for the
private use of the Summerwood HOA and Peel, Inc.

DISCLAIMER: Articles and ads in this newsletter express the opinions
of their authors and do not necessarily reflect the opinions of Peel, Inc.
or its employees. Peel, Inc. is not responsible for the accuracy of any facts
stated in articles submitted by others. The publisher also assumes no
responsibility for the advertising content with this publication. All warranties
and representations made in the advertising content are solely that of the
advertiser and any such claims regarding its content should be taken up
with the advertiser.

* The publisher assumes no liability with regard to its advertisers for misprints
or failure to place advertising in this publication except for the actual cost
of such advertising.

* Although every effort is taken to avoid mistakes and/or misprints, the
publisher assumes no responsibility for any errors of information or
typographical mistakes, except as limited to the cost of advertising as stated
above or in the case of misinformation, a printed retraction/correction.

* Under no circumstances shall the publisher be held liable for incidental or
consequential damages, inconvenience, loss of business or services, or any
other liabilities from failure to publish, or from failure to publish in a timely
manner, except as limited to liabilities stated above.

Expedition Summer.
The Adventure Awaits!

From the great outdoors, time travel and
inventions to music and dance, summer

. camp will be an exciting trek through time.

At Camp Primrose’, the Adventure Awaits!

WIN FREE REI GIFT CARDS!

Ei Gear up for the adventure with a chance
to win a free REI gift card! No purchase
necessary. For more details, visit
CampPrimrose.com.

Start mapping out your summer now.
Select specific camp weeks or join us
for the whole adventure!

Primrose School
at Summerwood
14002 W. Lake Houston Pkwy.
Houston, TX 77044
281.454.6000
primrosesummerwood.com

Primrose Schools

The Leader in Educational Child Care”

Each Primrose School is a privately owned and operated franchise. The Leader in
Educational Child Care is a trademark of Primrose School Franchising Company.
©2012 Primrose School Franchising Company. All rights reserved.

Adult Lifelong Learning Classes
COMING TOTHE NEW LONE STAR COLLEGE CAMPUS

Beginning in the fall of this year, ALL classes will be offered for
the first time at the new Lone Star College off-site center on West
Lake Houston Parkway in the Lakeshore subdivision. The program
is for senior adults who are 50 years of age or older. The initial fee to
enroll in the ALL program is $20 a year per membership year which
is September 1 — August 31, and after that any of the classes at this
campus are available and free of charge. Instructors in the program
as well as the classroom assistants and the Advisory Committee are
made up completely of volunteers.

An open house for adults 50 and older is scheduled for Tuesday,
August 14th from 2:00- 4:00 and all interested senior adults are invited
to come, visit the facility, and enroll in the program at that time.

For more details and information on this program you may contact
Barbara Probandt, Summerwood area ALL advisory representative,
at protexan@entouch.net or you may contact Pat Chandler, LSC
Continuing Education Dept, Patricia.L.Chandler@lonestar.edu

Brilliant/Energy = Seriously LOW Electricity Rates

Brilliant Energy’s Electricity Rates Challenge The
Rates of Every Other Electricity Provider in Texas!

Lock-in a low electricity rate for. up to 3-years!

Easy Online Sign-Up at [Briliem{dcsi ,
USE “NEIGHBORHOOD NEWSLETTER” AS REFERRAL

Brilliant Energy is recommended by

Texas Energy Analyst, Alan Lammey
| the host of the ‘Energy Week’ radio

show on NewsTalk 1070 KNTH!

Ask the “Energy Analyst”:
281-658-0395

Great Business Rates Too!
Brilliant Energy Texas PUC #10140

8 Summerwood Life - July 2012
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ITEMS REQUIRING A HOME IMPROVEMENT REQUEST
(HIR) FOR PROPERTY MODIFICATION

Basically any external modification
to your home or yard requires
approval by the Architectural Review
Committee (also known as the
ARC). Exceptions are when repairs
such as paint, broken fence slats,
roof shingles, mailbox replacement,
etc are being made with the same
color, quality, and type of material
and the structural appearance will
not be changed.

SOME COMMON REQUESTS FOR ITEMS REQUIRING APPROVAL ARE:
* Exterior painting-Change of color

* Roofreplacement or installation involving change of color or quality (minimum of 25 yr warranty)
* Installation of pools or spas

e Installation or replacement of patio covers, screens, windows, etc.

¢ Construction or replacement of decks or patios

* Construction and placement of all storage buildings and play yards

* Installation or replacement of siding

* Front yard accessories and landscaping changes

e Alteration to the type, style, or size of fencing that was put in by the builder.

* Changes of any type to the original driveway, sidewalks, etc.

Please note that this list is not inclusive of all items requiring ARC approval.

Please review your deed restrictions and guidelines To access information at www.summerwoodlife.com:
for complete information regarding requirements for * Sign in with your user name and password.
above listed items as well as any other construction or ¢ Click on the Document Library tab on the left hand side.
repairs. A copy of the guidelines and deed restrictions * On the drop down menu find Architectural Review Committee
can be obtained on www.ciaservices.com and the * Open the ARC Guidelines
community website www.summerwoodlife.com. * Underneath the ARC Guidelines you can also find and print a Home

Improvement Request (HIR) to submit to the ARC committee.

Landscape Design

Custom Outdoor Kitchens &
Living Areas, Fire Pits

Patio Covers & Shade Arbors Landscape & Irrigation Co .

Home Additions & Construction

Patios, Sidewalks & Driveways 28 ] 446 1 7 02

Sprinkler Systems, Drainage www.LandscapeHumble.com
Decorative Concrete & Overlays
Retaining Walls

Fences & Wood Decks

Commercial & Residential
Lawn Maintenance

Texas Irrigators Lic # 9153
Drain Layers Lic # PD505403

RAIN BIRD ’

Select Contractor B-E-B

Copyright © 2012 Peel, Inc.
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70 3 Tennis Anyone?
1 '__ : ". MANY RESIDENTS ENJOY THE
~ s | TN COMPETITION & EXERCISE OF
i}, T A GOOD GAME OF TENNIIS.
V2072 ((f vents / Please limit the tennis courts to the game of tennis only. It has been
& Y-
reported that activities such as soccer are being played on the tennis
‘SP"""J 6&5’-"””“3"‘3“ -Bac.( £ Scﬁa/ courts. Let's please keep this facility open for the tennis players.
March 31 JE AS A REMINDER, THE COURT RULES
C/‘{S a/‘ iy ARE BEING PROVIDED:
e C&[ Summcmoaaf ¢ 1. Tennis shoes must be worn on the courts.
e 2. Limit play to 3 sets if others are waiting
‘-SF”IHJ (%T[‘S‘“t: ¢ 3. Glass containers, animals, skates or vehicles of any kind are not
INNO y
LRP,.‘[; 7 allowed inside the fenced area.
chaérz * 4. No playing after 11:00 p.m.
Club Summeroood * 5. Foul language will not be tolerated.
& N { L%[ gﬂm,af * 6. Please turn court lights off before leaving.
asino ight
Octog.;r 20
Lr/-%cy 78
TBD C‘(;{ Sﬂmmrmumf
TFall Geraye Salé
2ge Jale
LMvemér 3
Cﬂg e Winter Festival
cﬂ;;dfpcn.té;ftc .ﬁcy Lpamté. & Lpffm.:'c Eecemér 7
C&[ Summcmoo[ Cﬁ{ Summmoad/
'_ *'..Rtf' Zﬁam and émﬂ‘:b#&ﬁ‘gm nge.
L%S{ é} aﬂMmﬂ:&Wn Jgr l?p@mqf[an.

Dream...Believe... Achicve!

Registration for Fall Recreational Soccer

Begins Online July 16 and Ends August 24!
Youth Ages 4-18
Don’t Miss Out!

www.TxHeatWave.com

admin@TxHeatWave.com
2325 Atascocita Rd., Suite F200

Building Champions Since 1976

10 Summerwood Life - July 2012 Copyright © 2012 Peel, Inc.



Presenting innovative back treatments, spine surgery
and neurosurgery from our team of specialists.

It’s time to start experiencing relief from your back pain with a personalized treatment plan from Memorial Hermann
Northeast Hospital. Our affiliated neurosurgical spine team specializes in the treatment of all types of back pain. And, in
addition to both minimally invasive and noninvasive treatments, we offer complex neurological surgeries that address a

variety of spinal disorders.

We're experts in the treatment of:
Lower back pain
Degenerative disk disease
Herniated disks
Lumbar and cervical stenosis

For more information or a physician referral, call 281.319.8530.
®

Northeast

memorialhermann.org Breakthroughs every day

Copyright © 2012 Peel, Inc. Summerwood Life - July 2012
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TRASH CAN ETIQUETTE ADOPTION COALITION OF TEXAS

Republic Waste provides your trash and recycling services. Please keep the following
tips for trash can etiquette in mind. It only takes a few seconds to be courteous and neat Lillyanna, Ricardo, Leticia and Sylinda are
for your neighbors. adorable, loving children full of giggles and energy!
The children are all healthy and developmentally on
target. This sibling group needs an adoptive family
ready to shower each of them with love. The family
must also love hot cheetos! For more information,
please contact Stephanie Berka at the Adoption
Coalition of Texas by email stephanieberka@
adopttexas.org or by phone: 512-450-8750.

¢ Keep trash in appropriate containers with lids closed

* Put containers and trash out the morning of collection by 7:00 AM in the trash
bins that have been provided to you.

* Put containers out of the way of streets and driveways.

* Return trash can(s) from street and store them out of public view the same day
after pickup until the next collection day.

OTHER NOTES FROM REPUBLIC WASTE:

If your collection days fall on a holiday, trash will be collected on the next regularly
scheduled collection day. Scheduled holidays include Christmas Day, New Year’s Day, and
Thanksgiving Day. Heavy trash shall be placed within five feet of the curbside and will
be picked up on the 4th Wednesday of each month. Heavy trash consists of appliances,

hot water heaters, mattresses, and heavy or large volumes of yard waste. All branches
and tree limbs must be cut into four (4°) lengths and tied into small bundles that can be
lifted and handled by a single person. Bundles should be no larger than eighteen inches

(18’) in diameter and weigh no more than approximately forty (40) pounds.

If you have any questions concerning service,

please contact Republic Customer Service at 281-446-2030 or 713-726-7300 RICARDO AGE 6, LETICIA AGE 5, LILLYANNA AGE 4, SYLINDA AGE 2

Do you know what to look for in an

Emergency Room?

n days 2 week, 365 days 2 year

‘ Open 24 hours a day, seve

g ‘ ‘|YS|C|a| 1S Boal d Cel t‘hed or B°a| d Eh |b‘e n
g
L‘Ce“sed h ee Standlng emer gency med‘ca‘ care iaCl It
’

@ TEXAS
> EMERGENCY CARE
CENTER

Any type of emergency, day or night. Ready or not...we are. txercare.com

Emergency Medicine

< PEARLAND CYPRESS ATASCOCITA
)\ /iccredited by the Joint Commission of 3115 Dixie Farm Road, Suite 107 17255 Spring Cypress Road, Suite A 19143 W. Lake Houston Parkway

I Accreditation of Healthcare Organizations

B or our commitment to excellence. FM 518 at Dixie Farm Road Spring Cypress at Skinner Road W. Lake Houston Pkwy at FM 1960
281-648-9113 281-304-9113 281-540-9113
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Financial Focus - Student Loans Crushing College Grads

Submitted by Rich Keith
Today’s college grads are facing the “real world” with an extra scoop Without going into too much detail, share the family financial picture
of debt. Two-thirds of students graduating from college or graduate  with your children once they hit the mid-teen years. They need to know
school have student loans — about $25,000 on average. That's a 25% the family income is X and it takes Y amount to cover the mortgage and

increase over the past 10 years. In fact, today’s twentysomething
holds an average debt of $45,000, including everything from
student loans to mortgages and credit cards. Unfortunately,
unemployment for those aged 18-29 is 12.4%, well
above the national rate of 8.2%.

Don feel as if you have to be the savior. Six in
10 boomers report giving financial help (outside
of college tuition) to a child or grandchild in
the past five years. Of those, $59,000 was the
average amount of aid. If this sounds like you,
ask yourself: Do I really have the resources? Am
I saving enough for retirement? Try to share more

bills. Once they see X minus Y in action they will be surprised at how
much it actually costs to run a household.

[]': - This may have a side benefit of limiting

how much and how often your children
ask you for money and gifts.
Children who have a basic understanding

of money, especially the corrosive effects of
debt, have a better chance of becoming
financially independent later in life. They will
be more resistant to the credit card offers sure to
. come to them in their freshman year at college.
4,} And they will more ready to partner with their
financial wisdom and less cash with your adult
offspring. The more you save for your own future

means less possibility that you'll need their help later on.

parents as the family manages their college
finances with them.

Thinking about...
Alexis Sells & Sold

in Summerwood.

Call Today!

Top Producer for 2011 or R ENTI N G ? 281'347'6702
2
CEIMZI. 281-731-3383.iif

Bashans Painting
& Home Repair

Commercial/Residential
Free Estimates

* Interior & Exterior Painting -« Garage Floor Epoxy

Alexis Walls Guillory

* Hardi Plank Installation + Custom Staining
ABR/CDPE/SFR *+ Wood Replacement * Roofing
C. 832.527.7005 - Sheetrock Repair - Gutter Repair/Replacement
0.281.812.9706 . . * Interior Carpentry + Faux Painting
E. TheCloser@Alexisgetsitsold.com - Cabinet Painting - Door Refinishing
18455 West Lake Houston Pwky #250 . .
Humble, Texas 77346 * Wallpaper Removal and * Window Installation
| am a CDPE Certified Distressed Texturizing * Trash Removal
* Pressure Washing + Ceiling Fan/Light Fixtures

Property Expert. | offer free local
. + Fence Repair/Replacement

o amy, Boo 'gifln® wnoufs ilmandeg Ba2Z oy References Available * Fully Insured
. . NO PAYMENT UNTIL COMPLETION
832.527.7005 | Alexisgetsitsold.com bashanspainting@earthlink.net

Copyright © 2012 Peel, Inc. Summerwood Life -July 2012 13
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Tech-Etiquette: Is there an App for Civility?

In today’s age of apps and gadgets, it’s likely
that you or someone you know has benefitted
handily from the ubiquitous smartphone
in today’s digitally-dependent society. If the
question were posed to our current generation,
“What item would you never want to be
without?” it is fair to say that most individuals
living in 21st century America would answer:
“My phone!” Without our phones, it is certain
that many of us would be lost. We would be
unable to text, tweet, phone, email, face time,
and even friend or like another individual.
Would we really? Is American society becoming
so dependent upon these technological devices
that we are challenged to even recognize our
our humanity within? How many young men
and women know the value of the age-old
adage “Never leave home without a smile?” Is
who we were created to be, in such competition
with what we hold in our hand, that we have
forgotten the simple value of kindness - shared
in a smile, of gratification - by greeting another
with a genuine handshake? Is it technology that
propels our lives, or are we doing our best to
prepare our lives to propel the technology that
supports them?

Regardless of how many apps and buttons
and gadgets, and even insurance, we carry
on our smartphones, could it be that we
have something even better when it comes
to insuring our ability to connect with the
people we like? Or to be-Friend those to whom
we're attracted, or bring restitution to those
un-Friended? Today’s digitally-dependent
generation has a challenge before them that
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none before have known. That is, being able
to successfully pair technology with common
courtesy. Remembering what our grandmothers
taught us about the civilities of life (carried in
our hip pockets) may apply more today, than
any app could ever provide. But pairing the art
of civility with the current age of technology
requires practice. The 21st century can only get
better as those old-fashioned manners make
their way from our pockets to the person next
to us. After all, the words we speak are far more
significant than the technology that transmits
them. Why not polish a few points of etiquette
this summer and complement your savvy skills
on your smartphone? By doing so, you and
your smartphone may just move from merely
getting the message delivered, to doing so with
principles that shape our character and improve
our attitudes about both our electronic devices,
and the lives of those who use them.

TIP #1 - When you take a call in the presence
of another person, you are communicating,
“You are secondary; the caller is more important
than you are.” If you are expecting a call, let
your companion know in advance, and excuse
yourself before taking the call, limiting the call
to under one minute. Never use a cell phone on
a date, unless there is an emergency.

TIP #2 - If you find it necessary to use your
smartphone while driving, make it a habit to
get into your car, buckle up, and prepare your
hand’s free device to activate the call BEFORE
starting your engine.

TIP #3 - Allow your personality, not your

PDA to impress others. Avoid using novelty

ringtones, and choose the vibrate option as
much as possible.

TIP #4 - Remove your earpiece when not
on the phone. Always keep your phone in a
pocket or a purse, rather than laying it on the
table next to you.

TIP# 5 - When in a public place, refrain
from using your ear buds to listen to your
favorite playlist. Instead, be prepared to greet
those who are near you, looking oncoming
passersby in the eye, with a smile and “Hello!”
This is not only courteous, but it is also a way
to remain sure about your surroundings.

As you travel to the lake or the seaside with
friends, consider the value that a few manners
may add to the dynamics of your summer
relationships. Ask the question — is there
something more fundamental than a fancy
app, or gadget insurance to satisfy our lack?
What have we already been given as a way to
connect with the people we like, and those
we want to be-Friend? Rather than search
your smartphone for the latest apps, ask your
companion’s permission to practice with them,
as you begin to apply these principles of Tech-
Etiquette. These courtesies will both benefit
the words we speak and the actions we offer,
as we engage those around us with the very
acts of courtesy we desire for others to share
with us. Practicing the art of civility alongside
the technology that propels our lives, I believe
we will see our digitally-dependent generation
become the one to re-engage our culture with
civility and the accomplished principles of
common courtesy.
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COLIN'S HOPE

WATER SAFETY TIPS AT
WWW.COLINSHOPE.ORG

Take the Colin’s Hope Water Guardian Pledge

I WILL constantly watch children around water.
I WILL NOT become distracted.

1 WILL maintain a valid CPR certification.

I WILL be on duty until relieved by an adult.
LAYERS OF PROTECTION

©e 0®

CONSTANT VISUAL
SUPERVISION

LEARN TO SWIM WEAR LIFE MULTIPLE BARRIERS ON
JACKETS ALL POOLS & HOTTUBS

KEEP BACKYARDS & o ~pr CHECK POOLS/HOTTUBS  VISIT US
BATHROOMS SAFE 1ST FOR MISSING CHILDREN ONLINE
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