V

The

The Village Gazette

illage

Gazette

Volume 9, Issue 8
Village Creek Community Association

August 2012

4th of July Parade & Party!
The Village Creek 4th of July parade
and party was a real “BLAST”! From the
parade led by our local fire trucks, the kids
games, adult games, festive food and DJ
that kept the party hoppin. Thank you to
the social committee members, Sharon
Gabbert, Amy Hyden, Lani McMurtrey,
Susan Giddens, Tracy McCoy, Alison
Peters, Natalie Stepanski, and Caren Seal.
Thank you also to Sharon Dillard for taking
pictures, Jerry Gabbert for grilling the
hot dogs and Russell McMurtrey, Allyssa
McMurtrey, Chase Poynor and Mike Seal for
your help in making the event so successful.
MINUTE TO WIN IT WINNERS
• 1st place - John Wheat - $25 gift cert.
• 2nd place - Chase Poynor - $15 gift cert.
• 3rd place - Jenna Steed - $10 gift cert.
BIKE,TRIKE, WAGON
DECORATING CONTEST:

• 1st place - Sydney Stepanski
• 2nd place - Brenna Laderer
• 3rd place - was a wagon that was pulling a
mini wagon with a bear... very cute.
The date for the Back to School Luau Party
and Kindergarten Meet and Greet has been
changed. It will be on August 18, 10:00-1:00.
The Kindergarten party will take place on
the splash pad from 10:00-11:00. This will
be a time for the “soon to be” kindergartners
to get to know each other and hopefully
meet the principle of Willow Creek. Snacks
and drinks will be provided and a group
picture of the Class of 2026 will be taken.
Copyright © 2012 Peel, Inc.
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IMPORTANT NUMBERS
EMERGENCY NUMBERS or 911
CenterPoint-Gas Leak..........................................713-659-3552
Constables Office................... 281-376-3472, www.cd4.hctx.net
Klein Fire Dept. ..................................................281-376-4449
Poison Control Center.........................................800-764-7661
Willowbrook Methodist.......................................281-477-1000
EMERGENCY 24 HOUR LINE........................281-537-0957
(select 'emergency' option)
SCHOOLS
Tomball ISD ...................... 281-357-3100, www.tomballisd.net
Willow Creek Elem (K-4)....................................281-357-3080
Northpointe Int (5-6)...........................................281-357-3020
Willow Wood Jr (7-8)..........................................281-357-3030
Tomball High (9-12)............................................281-357-3220
Tomball Memorial High School...........................281-357-3230
Transportation......................................................281-357-3193

NOT
AVAILABLE
ONLINE

HOA MGMT
Preferred Management.........................................281-897-8808
Patti Tine.......................................... patti@preferredmgt.com
Fax ...................................................................281-897-8838
.
Mailing: P.O. Box 690269 Houston, TX 77269
Village Creek Community Association Website:
www.preferredmgt.com/villagecreek/home.asp

SERVICES

CPS......................................................................713-626-5701
CenterPoint-Gas..................................................713-659-2111
Dead Animal Pick up...........................................713-699-1113
Domestic Violence...............................................281-401-6250
FBI.......................................................................713-693-5000
Harris County Animal Control............................281-999-3191
Houston Chronicle..............................................713-220-7211
Greater Houston Pool..........................................713-771-7665
Lost Pets....http://www.preferredmgt.com/villagecreek/home.asp
Municipal District Services (24 hrs).....................281-290-6500
Reliant–Street lights.............................................713-923-3213
........................................ www.centerpointenergy.com/outage
Sex Offenders........................................www.familywatchdog.us
Comcast - Cable/High Speed Internet..................713-341-1000
Republic Waste.....................................................713-849-0400
Trash pickup Tues/Fri
Recycling Fri (only newspapers/#1 & 2 plastics/aluminum cans)
Yard Stork ..........................................kpuente@garygreene.com

www.louettafootandankle.com

Serving your Community for 22 years

BUNIONS / PAINFUL BUMPS
A bunion is a bony protrusion at the sides of the big toe joint. A
Tailor’s bunion is a bump on the other side of the foot at the little
toe joint. They both progressively get worse with time. Using state
of the art techniques, our doctors can safely and gently correct your
bunions and get you back on your feet.

NEWSLETTER

Editor
Lana Brogan........................................ villagecreek@peelinc.com
(Deadline is the 5th of each month)
Publisher - Peel, Inc..............................................512-263-9181
Advertising................advertising@PEELinc.com, 888-687-6444

RESIDENT BOARD MEMBERS

Sharon Gabbert..........................................................................
Jeff Lev.......................................................................................
Tom Brogan...............................................................................
Richard Moore...........................................................................
Ken McCoy................................................................................
Website............................... www.preferredmgt.com/villagecreek

Louetta Foot Specialists
281-370-0648
8681 Louetta Road #150

(between Champions Dr. & Champions Forrest Dr.)
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Foot Specialists of Tomball
281-351-5599

13414 Medical Complex Dr., Ste. 11
Copyright © 2012 Peel, Inc.
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Landscape Corner

August is one of Tomball’s hottest and driest months, but gardening
goes on. Here are some August tasks:
• Keep the weeds and those dang invasive grasses down by getting
them early. Also, use a trick from an old friend of ours. He lived
near Morgan, Texas on a farm. As a youth, when it rained, he
thought that he would have a day off from farming, but his dad
would have him go out when the rain let up to remove small weeds.
His dad said, “It is easiest to remove weeds when they are small and
the ground is a bit wet.” So much for a farm boy’s day off.
• Prune roses 25%. “A four foot bush becomes a three foot bush.”
(from Doug Welsh’s Texas Gardner).
• Fertilize roses with straight nitrogen (ammonium sulfate or similar).
After fertilizing, water to the drip line. (from Texas Gardner).
• Add mulch to reduce loss of moisture. Make sure you keep the
mulch and dirt away from the trunk of trees and shrubs. You
should be able to just barely see the tops of the first horizontal
roots at the base.
• If it doesn’t rain, don’t forget that your trees do need water: even
if they are established. Remember that tree rings show that wet
seasons always increase growth. Turn your hose onto a drip to
encourage deep watering. If all of our trees survive, Village Creek
will be even more beautiful.
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• Cut off old blooms on Crape Myrtles to encourage new blossoms.
• Consider planting pumpkins this month. Continue harvesting your
summer garden of things that like our interesting summer climate:
okra, cantaloupe, peppers, purple hull peas, and eggplant.
We have wondered why there are quite a few brown spots in
our lawn. It turns out, upon inspection, that our lawn sprinklers
are actually shooting water “over” some of the grass areas near the
sprinklers. We are going to try replacing some of these heads with new
ones and carefully read the instructions for adjustment. In addition,
it wouldn’t hurt to hope and pray for rain. Nothing keeps Village
Creek greener than our wonderful rains. Wow! We certainly have
some thunderously loud thunder here!
Village Creek Landscape Committee Update: We have completed a
study of all public areas in Village Creek. While VC is in pretty good
shape, the drought was hard on landscaping, and there are lots of areas
of concern. Because of the high total cost, VC has been broken down
into several different projects for the VC Board’s review. Those that are
most commonly seen by residents and visitors will be worked on first.
For example, you have probably noticed that the entry off of Spring
Cypress has been spruced (no pun intended) up. The old trees in the
median strip were moved because the ground there was too low…
(Continued on Page 5)
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VILLAGE CREEK LUAU

creating a “marsh” which made healthy tree growth almost impossible.
The ground was then graded high in the middle and sodded. Then
new oaks were planted in a stately row. While you won’t see much
activity this summer because summer planting can be challenging,
we expect to make more improvements during the fall and winter.
Page 35 of the July/August issue of Texas Gardener (a magazine
that is FULL of gardening ideas) has this very interesting point: “The
clippings you return to the lawn are decomposing rapidly during the
warmer months of the year and are generally adequate for feeding
the lawn. If you were to gather and weigh the clippings from your
mower and then analyze their nutrient content, you would find that
your lawnmower applies more fertilizer each year than your fertilizer
spreader does.” We know that it is traditional to consider lawn
clippings as trash, but leaving them on the lawn reduces landfill and
delivery costs, improves the soil, and provides free fertilize. Consider
keeping those lawn clippings on the lawn where they won’t hurt, and
certainly might help!
Web Site of the Month: http://aggie-horticulture.tamu.edu/ if
you have a question about anything that grows in Texas, you will
probably find it here.
Until next time, Happy Gardening!
The Village Creek Landscape Committee.

Celebrating the End of Summer
and Back to School

SATURDAY, AUGUST 18
10:00-1:00
*Pizza, Drinks, Dessert
*Pool Games
*DJ

Kindergarten Meet & Greet 10:00-11:00 at the Splash-pad.
This will be a great opportunity for the soon to be
Kindergartners to meet their classmates.
**Grab your swim suit, grass skirt and tropical shirt.
This will be Village Creek’s 3rd Luau and there will be
plenty of Festive Fun for Everyone!**
ALL AGES WELCOME!

Why Choose Primrose® for Pre-K
and Kindergarten?
Just Ask a Mom.
From the curriculum, our kids have developed a conﬁdence
in themselves on a day-to-day basis. And it speaks to the
character development that the curriculum encourages,
which is respect and friendship, and caring and giving.

“

“

Garrett and Nicholas’s Mom, Primrose Parent

Music, Spanish, Computer Technology
Morning drop off and afternoon pick up
from local elementary schools
Integrated Thumbs Up!® physical education

Primrose School of Spring Cypress
11616 Spring Cypress Rd, Tomball, TX 77377

281.251.6300

www.primrosespringcypress.com

Educational Child Care for Infants through
Private Kindergarten and After School

The Right Foundation to Build Active
Minds, Healthy Bodies and Happy Hearts®
Each Primrose School is a privately owned and operated franchise. Primrose Schools, Balanced Learning, and The Leader in Educational Child Care are trademarks of Primrose School Franchising Company. ©2012 Primrose School Franchising Company. All rights reserved.
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SPRING CYPRESS CONSTRUCTION

For the latest news and information about Village Creek please check web site for updates!
From the office of the Harris County Precinct 4 regarding Spring
cypress construction:
Please know, the Spring Cypress Road corridor, within
the limits described, was designed and will be constructed in
two segments [Segment A between Telge Road and Faulkey
Gully and Segment B between Faulkey Gully and SH 249].
Proposed improvements include widening the existing 2-lane
asphalt roadway to a 4-lane concrete boulevard section with
storm sewer system, twin bridge over Faulkey Gully, traffic
signal modifications, drainage mitigation and all appurtenances
necessary for realizing a complete project within a 100-foot wide
right of way (two lanes in each direction; the curbed medians are
32-feet wide and will incorporate median openings and left turn
lanes at the intersecting public streets).
Menade, Inc. (Contractor) was the successful low bidder for
both Segments A and B. Harris County awarded Segment A to
the Contractor on June 26, 2012. The final award process takes
approximately 30-45 days to accomplish; therefore, Segment A
roadway construction should commence in July/August 2012
[barring any unforeseen circumstances beyond our control] and

the Contractor will have 480 calendar days to complete the
roadway construction once notice to proceed is issued. Segment B
was awarded and notice to proceed with the construction activity
was issued to the Contractor on April 16, 2012. Segment B is
scheduled for completion by November 6, 2013, barring any
unforeseen circumstances beyond the Contractor’s control (i.e.,
excessive inclement weather days).
We hope you will take a few minutes to visit Precinct 4’s website,
at http://www.hcp4.net/, to discover the positive efforts being
pursued by Commissioner Cagle for enhancing the quality of life
within Harris County and to follow the progress of the Spring
Cypress Road capital improvement project found on the Road
and Bridge webpage. Please contact Precinct 4’s Community
Assistance Department, at (281) 353-8424 or via our website,
should you have any questions regarding other Precinct 4 Road
and Bridge matters.
Emerald Chance
Harris County Precinct 4
Capital Improvement Projects Division
(281) 893-3726

Bashans Painting
& Home Repair
Commercial/Residential
Free Estimates

281-347-6702
281-731-3383cell

(yes.)

• Interior & Exterior Painting • Garage Floor Epoxy
• Hardi Plank Installation

• Custom Staining

• Wood Replacement

• Roofing

• Sheetrock Repair

• Gutter Repair/Replacement

• Interior Carpentry

• Faux Painting

• Cabinet Painting

• Door Refinishing

• Wallpaper Removal and
Texturizing

• Window Installation

• Pressure Washing

• Ceiling Fan/Light Fixtures

• Fence Repair/Replacement

• Trash Removal

Your newsletter
is provided 100% free
of charge to your hoa...
and is made possible by the advertisers within.
Please frequent their businesses and let them
know where you saw their advertisement.
While there, be sure to say “Thanks!”
www.PEELinc.com

References Available • Fully Insured
NO PAYMENT UNTIL COMPLETION
bashanspainting@earthlink.net
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Village Creek – Reminders to Owners
Preferred Management Services would like to remind owners
of some of the exterior property items needing attention on a
regular basis:
• Lawns mowed (including edging and expansion joints)
• Remove unused tree stakes
• Tree street side trees to a 7 ft. umbrella
• Be sure all street side trees are not growing and blocking street
and/or traffic signs
• Keep trash cans in the garage or behind the fence
• No boat, trailers or motor homes are allowed in the community
• Replace missing or damaged fence pickets or around the
gate area
Keeping up with these items will not only make your property
look better but will also keep property values high for the entire
community. If you do receive a deed restriction letter, please
do not ignore it. You should promptly comply with the request
to avoid any further compliance efforts or fees. If you have any
questions about a letter that you have received, you may contact
Preferred Management Services at 281.897.8808.
VILLAGE CREEK ACC
Owners of Village Creek should submit for ACC approval
prior to making any exterior modifications. The necessary form
is available on the Village Creek website at www.preferredmgt.
com/Villagecreek . You will need to log in to your account or
request a log in and then go to the documents section website
and click on home improvement form. Should you have any
questions you may contact Preferred Management Services at
281.897.8808.
VILLAGE CREEK WEBSITE
The Board of Directors and Preferred Management Services
wants to remind everyone that the Association has a website

exclusively for the owners of Village Creek. If you haven’t already
registered please do so can you be informed of all activities,
events, meetings, social events and other important information
or documents available to all owners. If you haven’t registered,
please go to www.preferredmgt.com/villagecreek and click on
request log in. Fill out a few questions and you will receive your
log in and password via email during normal business hours.
VILLAGE CREEK DELINQUENT ACCOUNT
INFORMATION
The Board of Directors for Village Creek has authorized
Preferred Management Services to work in accordance with
its collection policy to pursue all delinquent accounts. All
homeowners are encouraged to log on to the website and
review their account balance. Anyone who has not paid their
assessments will be escalated and will incur additional collection
cost and possibly attorney fees. This also applies to anyone who
has defaulted on a previously approved payment plan. Please
contact Preferred Management Services at 281.897.8808 if you
have questions about an account balance. Payments may be
made online or by calling 866.289.5977.
REPORTING A STREET LIGHT OUTAGE
You may not know it but the Association pays for all street
lights in the community, even if they are not working. Reporting
a problem with a light pole is easy and Centerpoint will even
email you with an anticipated date of repair and let you know
if it will be an extended repair. All they need is the pole
number and the address closest to the pole. Once you submit
the information they usually have the work completed within
2-3 days. You may also call Preferred Management Services at
281.897.8808 with the pole and address information and we
will be happy to report it for you.

CYPRESS

FELLOWSHIP
cypressfellowship.org

Join us this
Sunday!

Real Church. No Country Club Agenda Here!
SERVICES AT 9 AND 11 AM, BIBLE STUDY AT 10:10.
X-PLODE STUDENT MINISTRY (6TH-12TH GRADES)
MEETS WEDNESDAYS AT 7 PM!

Visit us online at cypressfellowship.org or call 713.574.6301! We’re located at the corner of Spring Cypress and Telge.

Copyright © 2012 Peel, Inc.
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Immunizations: Not Just for Kids
By: Concentra Urgent Care

Although most toddlers in the United States have received all
recommended vaccines, many adults and adolescents have not. These
missed vaccinations increase their risk for infection, hospitalization, death,
and disease spread, and they contribute to the estimated $10 billion that
is spent annually on vaccine preventable diseases in the United States.
Evidence shows that currently approved vaccines are safe and effective.
However, coverage rates for persons of all ages vary nationwide. Reasons
cited include lack of health insurance, unfamiliarity with vaccine
recommendations, limited access at physicians’ offices, or the perceived
cost of vaccines.
What you need to know is that obtaining recommended vaccines
in a timely manner can prevent disease. The Advisory Committee on
Immunization Practices (ACIP) recommends the immunization schedule
to the right for generally healthy adults and adolescents.
For more information about immunizations and where to get them,
contact your health care provider, your Concentra health specialist, or visit
the CDC’s Web Site at: www.cdc.gov/vaccines.
*Specific recommendations for individuals may vary depending on age,
prior immunization history and the presence of other existing conditions;
please see the Centers for Disease Control (CDC) Web site at: http://www.
cdc.gov/vaccines/recs/schedules/default.htm

IMMUNIZATION SCHEDULE RECOMMENDATIONS

Influenza:
Yearly, especially if at risk
Meningococcal:
One dose, age 11-12 or 13-18 if not previously immunized
Tetanus-Diphtheria/Tetanus
One dose, age 11-12, then booster
Diphtheria-Pertussis:
every 10 years
Human Papilloma Virus
Three doses, age 11-26 (females only):
Measles - Mumps - Rubella:
If born after 1956, one or two doses if never immunized up to age 65
Pneumococcal:
One dose, at or after age 65
Varicella (chicken pox):
Two doses if no prior infection orimmunization received
Zoster (shingles):
One dose, at or after age 60

Upgrade to a David Weekley EnergySaver
Home in Villages of NorthPointe
What could be better than owning a
David Weekley home? How about a brand
new David Weekley EnergySaverTM home
with the latest energy-efficient building
techniques that save you money
on your energy bill!
Call Today 281-249-7734
New Tomball homes from the $170s
If it’s not an EnergySaver, it’s not really green.

“David Weekley EnergySaver™ Home” is a trademark of Weekley Homes, LLC, which describes certain features and criteria designed to reduce energy consumption and the resulting environmental impact. It does
not infer sponsorship, approval, or affiliation with any other program or green building certification other than those specifically stated in the product features, warranty or contract. Environments For Living® is a
registered service mark of Masco Home Services, Inc. All-electric homes may not currently qualify for Environments For Living certification or the heating and cooling usage guarantee. U.S. Department of Energy.
ENERGY STAR® and the ENERGY STAR mark are registered U.S. marks. ENERGY STAR is a registered mark owned by the U.S. government. See Sales Consultant for details. Prices, plans, dimensions, features, specifications, materials, and availability of homes or communities are subject to change without notice or obligation. Illustrations are artist’s depictions only and may differ from completed
improvements. Copyright © 2012 David Weekley Homes - All Rights Reserved. Houston, TX (HOUA45330)
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Professional Group

Village Creek

832-478-1205

I am very pleased with the David Flory Team. They
kept me updated and were always courteous. I
purchased this house through David Flory in
September of 1986 and now he has sold it for me in
September of 2009, 23 years later. The first contract
came in the day I listed and within a few days I had
three contracts. Thanks to David and his team!
- Helen Nicholson Each Office Independently Owned and Operated

David Flory

#2 Realtor in Houston & Texas**
#7 Realtor in United States**

281-477-0345

Selling Over 500 Homes A Year

Direct line:

www.SuperDave.com
Copyright © 2012 Peel, Inc.
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SEND US
YOUR

Event
Pictures!!

Do you have a picture of an
event that you would like to
run in this newsletter? Send
it to us and we will publish
it in the next issue. Email
the picture to villagecreek@
peelinc.com. Be sure to include
the text that you would like to
have as the caption. Pictures
will appear in color online at
www.PEELinc.com.
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At no time will any source be allowed to use The Village Gazette's contents,
or loan said contents, to others in anyway, shape or form, nor in any media,
website, print, film, e-mail, electrostatic copy, fax, or etc. for the purpose of
solicitation, commercial use, or any use for profit, political campaigns, or other
self amplification, under penalty of law without written or expressed permission
from Peel, Inc. The information in The Village Gazette is exclusively for the
private use of the Village Creek HOA and Peel, Inc.
DISCLAIMER: Articles and ads in this newsletter express the opinions
of their authors and do not necessarily reflect the opinions of Peel, Inc.
or its employees. Peel, Inc. is not responsible for the accuracy of any facts
stated in articles submitted by others. The publisher also assumes no
responsibility for the advertising content with this publication. All warranties
and representations made in the advertising content are solely that of the
advertiser and any such claims regarding its content should be taken up
with the advertiser.
* The publisher assumes no liability with regard to its advertisers for misprints
or failure to place advertising in this publication except for the actual cost
of such advertising.
* Although every effort is taken to avoid mistakes and/or misprints, the
publisher assumes no responsibility for any errors of information or
typographical mistakes, except as limited to the cost of advertising as stated
above or in the case of misinformation, a printed retraction/correction.
* Under no circumstances shall the publisher be held liable for incidental or
consequential damages, inconvenience, loss of business or services, or any
other liabilities from failure to publish, or from failure to publish in a timely
manner, except as limited to liabilities stated above.
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DROWNING IS
PREVENTABLE

WATER SAFETY TIPS AT

WWW.COLINSHOPE.ORG

PLEDGE

Take the Colin’s Hope Water Guardian Pledge
I WILL constantly watch children around water.
I WILL NOT become distracted.
I WILL maintain a valid CPR certification.
I WILL be on duty until relieved by an adult.

R GUARDIA
ATE
N
W

LAYERS OF PROTECTION

CONSTANT VISUAL
SUPERVISION

LEARN TO SWIM

KEEP BACKYARDS &
BATHROOMS SAFE

LEARN CPR

Copyright © 2012 Peel, Inc.

WEAR LIFE
JACKETS

MULTIPLE BARRIERS ON
ALL POOLS & HOTTUBS

VISIT US
CHECK POOLS/HOTTUBS
1ST FOR MISSING CHILDREN ONLINE
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Trusted for 50 years. Now even better.
Better Homes and Gardens Real Estate Gary Greene
is changing the business of real estate.

Two leading names in real estate have come
together to create exceptional real estate experiences for buyers and sellers. Gary Greene,
known in Houston real estate for 50 years now
has the marketing power of a brand that has
been part of the American home since 1924.

Contact me today to experience the difference.

Kara
Puente
Village Creek Sales Specialist
#1 Village Creek Realtor®

281-610-5402

Office: 281-444-5140
kpuente@garygreene.com
www.KaraPuente.com
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