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The Jester Warbler
JESTER 

HALLOWEEN 
PARADE & 

ACTIVITIES
SATURDAY, OCTOBER 27TH

9:30 AM
JESTER CLUB

(You do not need to be a member to participate)

Parade route is up Jester, around Basil, and back.  
Come out and cheer on our Jester kiddos – they love 

an audience!

JESTER FALL 
GARAGE SALE

Saturday, Oct 6th at 8:00 am  
 Register your location for maximum exposure. 

Maps with lists of garage sale addresses will be 
available at the entrances to Jester.  

To Register Your Location Contact:
Teresa Gouldie 751-8000

tgouldie@gmail.com

Thank You, Jester
For Your Generosity!

by Teresa Gouldie
A heartfelt thanks goes out to you, our amazing Jester residents, for your 

support of the Backpack and School Clothes Drive benefitting Florence’s 
Comfort House in East Austin.  Florence’s Comfort House is a place in 
Montopolis where children can go for a safe haven…a positive, happy place 
full of color and fun that can distract them momentarily from the ugliness of 
the poverty surrounding their lives. 

Florence is a 69 year old force of nature who has dedicated herself for the past 
20 years to making life better and brighter for the children in her neighborhood. 
She was overjoyed when we delivered colorful backpacks, school clothes of all 
sizes, a big assortment of school supplies, and even some laptops. Her eyes lit 
up when she was also handed many gift cards…receipt of the gift cards meant 
she could purchase the exact items the kiddos were lacking prior to school 
starting. Everything in Florence’s life revolves around helping these kids. Thanks 
to YOUR help, Florence’s kids were able to start the school year off with smiles 
and anticipation!

If you didn’t get a chance to contribute but would still like to help with 
ongoing needs, there are 3 ways you can make life better for these children. One 
way is to donate a gift card, preferably from Target or Sam’s (Florence’s 2 favorite 
stores!) We’ll be helping out at Florence’s Comfort House at least a couple of 
times a month so we can pick up any contributions and get them directly to her. 
A second way to help is to pass the word that we are also collecting laptops for 
Florence to give to the kids. She has targeted some of the families with school age 
children that would really benefit from a laptop. A talented certified computer 
technician from MBK Technologies has generously agreed to donate his time 
to look at all laptops we collect and refurbish them if possible. 

And finally, a 3rd and really great way to help is to give of your time by 
assisting with future volunteer efforts, such as a toy drive during the holidays. 
Please call me at 512-751-8000 or email me at TGouldie@gmail.com if you 
are able to contribute in any of these 3 areas.

I am so very proud to live in this neighborhood…thanks again for opening 
up your hearts to these kids who have so little and deserve so much!

A special thanks goes out to Jester resident and West Austin News reporter Susie 
Cohen for writing an article about our drive for their weekly newspaper. It not only 
made the front page, it was a large, detailed report that really captured the heart 
of Florence’s work with these kids. Thank you, Susie, for bringing attention to this 
cause and helping spread the word to so many people!
Florence’s Comfort House is a 501(c)3 non-profit and all donations 

are tax-deductible.
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Office:
1001 Cypress Creek, Suite 105
Cedar Park, TX 78613

Mailing Address:
P.O. Box 202101
Austin, TX 78720

Board of Directors
www.JesterNeighbors.com

President

Diana Miller .............................................. (H) 512-496-0777
.................................................................. diana0777@att.net
Treasurer
Glen Brown ............................................... (H) 610-504-8999
...................................................................gm.brown@att.net
Social Committee Chair & Warbler Co-Editor
Teresa Gouldie ...........................................(C) 512-751-8000
................................................................tgouldie@gmail.com
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.................................................................gm.brown2@att.net
Secretary 
Patricia Seeger ........................................... (H) 512-585-5389
............................................................prseeger@austin.rr.com
Architectural Control Committee Chair
Ashby Mcdonald ..............................................512-203-7919
................................................ashbymcdonald@austin.rr.com
Restrictions Violations Committee Chair
Rick Toth ....................... 512-342-8936, rstoth@hotmail.com
Warbler Co-Editor and Email Alert
Diana Miller .............................................. diana0777@att.net
Homeowner's Association Mgmt - Goodwin Mgmt
Drew Sanders .......... (W) 512-502-7045, (Fax) 512-346-4873
..............................................Drew.Sanders@Goodwintx.com

Newsletter Information
Co-Editors
 Diana Miller ........................................ diana0777@att.net 
 Teresa Gouldie ....................................tgouldie@gmail.com
Publisher
 Peel, Inc. ...................... www.PEELinc.com, 512-263-9181
 Advertising........advertising@PEELinc.com, 512-263-9181

ARTICLE SUBMISSIONS
Interested in submitting an article?  You can do so by emailing 
diana0777@att.net or by going to:

www.peelinc.com/articleSubmit.php.
All news must be received by the 12th

of the month prior to the issue.

BUSINESS CLASSIFIED
JOE KASSON PAINTING - Residential Specialist since 
1976. Interior and Exterior Painting. Carpentry and Siding. 
Quality Work Competitive Prices. Experienced Dependable 
Insured. Neighborhood References. Free Estimates. www.
joekassonpainting.com.

Classified Ads
Business classifieds (offering a service or product line for profit) are $50, 
limit 40 words, please contact Peel, Inc. Sales Office @ 512-263-9181 or 
advertising@PEELinc.com.

NOT AVAILABLE
ONLINE
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athletics.concordia.edu

Home Athletics Schedule
October 2012

For up-to-date information about CTX 
Athletics and to register online for the ticket 

pass, please check out our website at:

Date Sport Opponent  Time                         
10/2 VB Howard Payne  7 p.m.
10/12 WS Ozarks!   1 p.m.
 MS Ozarks!   3 p.m.
10/13 XC Concordia Invitational% 2 p.m.
 WS Texas-Dallas!  5 p.m.
 MS Texas-Dallas!  7 p.m.
10/16 VB Hardin-Simmons  7 p.m.
10/18 VB Schreiner   7 p.m.
10/26 WS Howard Payne$  5 p.m.
 MS Howard Payne$  7 p.m.
10/27 VB Hardin-Simmons$  7 p.m.
 VB Hardin-Simmons$  7 p.m.

VB (Volleyball)
MS (M. Soccer)
WS (W. Soccer)
% at Cedar Park High School
! at St. Stephen’s
$ at Town & Country (Field 26)

CTX Athletics Is Now 
Accepting Tornado Club 

Applications!!!

6909 W. Courtyard Dr. · (512)343.7858

Fun For All Ages!

Fall Festival
October 21st 5:00 PM-7:00 PM

shccaustin.org

BUNKO - If you’d like to join or be put on the list as a sub, contact 
Carol Biggar at cabiggar@austin.rr.com or 512-795-8446 (home) 
or 512-914-7517 (cell). They are a lively group and play on the 1st 
Thursday of every month at 7 pm.
CYCLING - Want to join a Jester road biking group and participate 
in organized rides?  Contact Troy Reish at troy.reish@gmail.com or 
call 241-0592.
JESTER DOG LOVER'S GROUP - Put a smile on your dog’s 
face and a wag in his tail — sign up now to be a founding member 
of the Jester dog lovers group. Contact Carol Powell at 340-0321 
or email her at carolpowell@austin.rr.com 
JESTER KIDS YAHOO GROUP - This group is helping Jester 
parents connect with other parents who have children with similar 
ages or interests!  Email jesterkids-subscribe@yahoogroups.com to 
subscribe.
JESTER PAGE TURNERS - Check out the Jester Page Turners, 
a neighborhood book group that meets the second Wednesday 
evening of each month.  Contact Nicky Shore at Shorenm@gmail.
com.
JESTER UNCORKED - Wine lovers of Jester, unite!  Join our 
ever-growing group of wine lovers. Contact Tonya Andrien at (512) 
795-0086 or tandrien@yahoo.com. 
KAYAKING - Have some fun with this great water sport!  For 
more info contact Dan Wolfson at dwolfson@austin.rr.com or call 
795-8218.
NETWORKING GROUP - Are you a resident who owns a 
business or provides a service?  Build your business by referral!  One 
individual or company per professional category.  Contact Paul 
(Griff) Griffiths at 241-1644 or griff@albioncomputergroup.com
ROWING - Interested in sweep rowing and sculling? Contact Julie 
Donnie at 340-0432 or JulieDonnie@yahoo.com.
SPIRITUAL DEVELOPMENT GROUP - Interested in 
developing relationships and sharing spiritual life experience? 
Contact Jim Irwin at jimirwin@austin.rr.com or 502-0797
WELCOME COMMITTEE - Darla Rowan and JoAnn Welles 
are co-chairs of this committee, which is designed to welcome 
new residents to Jester, including newborns.  Volunteer to help 
by emailing JoAnn at joann-welles@sbcglobal.net or call her at 
346-0349
WOODWORKING GROUP – Join our woodworking group to 
share knowledge and techniques! Contact John Parker at 345-6991 
or JParker84@austin.rr.com

SOCIAL GROUPS
CONTACT INFO
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JESTER

Welcome a New Addition
to the Jester Neighborhood!

Heather and Cary Lasher of Jancy Drive are the proud parents of Dexter 
Keaton, born on July 22nd.  He weighed in at 4 pounds, 6 ounces and was 
17 ¾ inches long at birth.  We are told Dexter is now growing like a weed!  
Congratulations and best wishes from the neighborhood!

  If you have a new arrival (baby or grandbaby), email us the pertinent 
information along with a photo and we’ll publish it in the Warbler.  Let your 
neighbors share in celebrating your happiness!  Email info on the arrival of your 
little one to Teresa at tgouldie@gmail.com.

Your
friends
are our
friends!

512-263-9181

Call today 
to learn about our 
referral program!

Your
friends
are our
friends!
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SIGN UP FOR JESTER

EMAIL ALERTS!
Visit Jester Homeowner’s Association website and sign up

to receive pertinent neighborhood email alerts.
www.JesterNeighbors.com

Community Registration Code: 3328 - REGISTER TODAY!

PET REGISTRY
Get your pets registered TODAY! This is a complimentary 

neighborhood service!

Mail (or drop off) your pet info to:
Carol Philipson

7502 Clematis Cv
Austin, TX  78750

Include type of pet, name, male or female, description, age, 
medications, veterinarian’s name, whether it is microchipped, 
and pet owner’s name, address, and contact information.

 For lost or found pets, call 338-1519.

www.JesterNeighbors.com
Community Registration Code: 3328

PET REGISTRY • SPECIAL ANNOUNCEMENTS:
ONLINE & VIA EMAIL • ONLINE SUGGESTION BOX:  

MAKE SUGGESTIONS TO THE ASSOCIATION BOARD • 
IMPORTANT HOMEOWNER ASSOCIATION

DOCUMENTS . . . & MUCH MORE

Jester Homeowner’s
Association Website!

Register today! Sponsored by
Jester Homeowners Association, Inc.

Dr. Michael S. Lifshen
Board Certified Family Physician

Jester Homeowner

912 Capital of Texas Highway, South
(between Bee Cave Rd. & Lost Creek Blvd.)

Same day appointments available - Call 306-8360

Flu shots are in!
Now offering allergy testing

www.capitalfamilypractice.com

Offering 3 Convenient
Austin Locations!

Now Enrolling

www.childrenscenterofaustin.com
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The

Brown Paint 
Company

FREE ESTIMATES
BONDED & INSURED

EXCELLENT REFERENCES
FAMILY-OWNED & OPERATED

MEMBER OF TRCC

Why should BROWN paint for you?

INTERIOR/EXTERIOR PAINTING
RESIDENTIAL & COMMERCIAL

GENERAL REPAIRS/CARPENTRY
SHEETROCK REPLACEMENT

TEXTURING & FAUX FINISHES
CUSTOM STAIN & VARNISH

What can BROWN paint for you?  

www.brownpaint.com
512.506.9740

10% OFF OUR SERVICES*

*(when you mention this ad, one per customer)

Jester Village is running a special for next couple of months
2 Months’ Rent Free

Sizes from 150 to 510 feet available.
Jester Village Shopping Center and Business Park

6507 Jester Blvd
Austin, Texas  78750

Graham Properties Real Estate
512.345.9400

Why Office at Home
“When you could have a quiet place” 

At Jester Village

DISCLAIMER: Articles and ads in this newsletter express the opinions of 
their authors and do not necessarily reflect the opinions of Peel, Inc. or its 
employees. Peel, Inc. is not responsible for the accuracy of any facts stated in 
articles submitted by others. The publisher also assumes no responsibility for 
the advertising content with this publication. All warranties and representations 
made in the advertising content are solely that of the advertiser and any such 
claims regarding its content should be taken up with the advertiser.
* The publisher assumes no liability with regard to its advertisers for misprints 
or failure to place advertising in this publication except for the actual cost of 
such advertising.
* Although every effort is taken to avoid mistakes and/or misprints, the publisher 
assumes no responsibility for any errors of information or typographical mistakes, 
except as limited to the cost of advertising as stated above or in the case of 
misinformation, a printed retraction/correction.
* Under no circumstances shall the publisher be held liable for incidental or 
consequential damages, inconvenience, loss of business or services, or any other 
liabilities from failure to publish, or from failure to publish in a timely manner, 
except as limited to liabilities stated above.

At no time will any source be allowed to use the Jester Estates Community 
Newsletter contents, or loan said contents, to others in anyway, shape or form, 
nor in any media, website, print, film, e-mail, electrostatic copy, fax, or etc. 
for the purpose of solicitation, commercial use, or any use for profit, political 
campaigns, or other self amplification, under penalty of law without written 
or expressed permission from the  Jester Estates Homeowner's Association and 
Peel, Inc. The information in the newsletter  is exclusively for the private use 
of  Jester Estates residents only.

Certified Wildlife Habitat

  If your family would like the fun and excitement of 
having wildlife at your place, please contact Dale Bulla, 
dale-bulla@pobox.com, and help us win the City of Austin's 
Neighborhood Challenge.

6726 Jester Blvd
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In the Neighborhood?
Let’s Get to Know One Another.

Unfamiliar with the Edward Jones way of doing business?  Take an hour or so to learn how we work with millions of individual 
investors.  Together, we can create and implement an investment strategy designed to help you achieve your long-term financial 
goals.  We customize our recommendations based on our clients’ current situations, objectives and risk tolerance.  

Call or visit today to schedule a no-cost, no-obligation portfolio review.

Mike Linam
Financial Advisor
512-372-1645

7300 FM 2222, Ste 214
Austin, TX  78730

www.edwardjones.com   Member SIPC

 

• Retirement Plan Reviews

• Education Savings

• 401(k) Rollovers, IRA’s

• Stocks, Bonds, Mutual Funds

• Life Insurance

• Annuities

• Long Term Care Insurance

satisfaction guaranteedfree estimates

water pressure problems
�ber optic drain line inspectionssewer & drain service 

Steve Brougher
276-7476  ∙ 2605 Buell Ave

STEVE’S
PLUMBING

REPAIR
Master 
License: 

M-39722

 

Get in Step with 

 
BALLET, JAZZ, HIP HOP, DRILL & MORE!  

ENROLLING NOW SO DON’T MISS OUT! 

CALL: 512-343-SSDA  

WWW.SOLESONGSDANCEACADEMY.COM 

Current Water 
Conservation Initiatives

WaterWise Landscape Rebate Program  – Convert your 
healthy turf grass to a WaterWise landscape and receive $25 
for every 100 sq.ft. you convert. (Min. 500 sq. ft.)  Application 
period extended to October 19th, 2012.

WATER CONSERVATION
For inquiries, watering tips, and rebate information 

please contact our staff at 512-974-2199.
WEBSITE INFORMATION

http://www.austintexas.gov/department/water-conservation
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Dr. Cammie Teliha
Exceptional Medicine       Personal Care

Full Service • Emergencies • Surgery • X-Ray • Wellness • Geriatric

Conveniently located in the HEB Four Points Shopping Center
7301 RR 620, Ste. 175 • 512.331.7889 • www.riverranchanimalhospital.com

Austin Water 
Activates Stage 2 

Water Restrictions

Drought Response Stage 2 Water Use Restrictions 
began Tuesday, September 4. This decision was prompted 
by projected combined storage levels of Lakes Travis and 
Buchanan dropping below 900,000 acre-feet.

Stage 1 restrictions had been in effect for about six weeks. 
The brief return to a two-day per week watering schedule 
provided relief for customers concerned about trees and 
other landscaping investments through the hottest part of 
the summer. The time was also used by the city to update its 
water management strategy. The improved strategy allows 
for a more efficient overall response to water use during our 
area’s current drought conditions. 

The Austin City Council approved changes to the Water 
Conservation code that creates four drought stages that 
ramp up water use restrictions during times of drought to 

maximize water conservation. Watering days for residential 
customers under Stage 2 have changed to allow separate 
watering days for hose-end sprinklers and automatic 
irrigation systems. This change gives hose-end sprinkler 
customers a more reasonable timeframe for watering. 

The new Stage 2 schedule also spreads out water use 
to avoid peak demands on Austin Water’s treatment 
and distribution system.   Under the updated Water 
Conservation code, the following exemptions will be 
allowed any time of the day: 
•	 Soaker hoses on vegetable gardens
•	 Automatic bubblers on trees or soaker hoses placed 

within the canopy drip line
•	 Hand watering with a hose or watering can.

For more information please visit www.austinwater.org. 
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Austin’s Full Service Mortgage Banker
• Fast approvals and closings
• FHA, VA, Conventional and Jumbo loans
• Loan amounts up to 2 million
• Competitive rates and fees

investment
bringing your

360 Mortgage Group LLC 11305 Four Points Dr.
Building 1, Suite 200 Austin, TX 78726

NMLS # 155922

www.getaloan.360mtg.com
getaloan@360mtg.com

512.418.6000
connect with us today
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following:
•	A	new,	

hard lump or 
thickening in any 
part of the breast
•	Change	 in	 breast	 size	

or shape
•	Dimpling	or	puckering	of	the	skin
•	Swelling,	 redness,	or	warmth	that	does	

not go away
•	Recurrent	pain	in	a	particular	part	of	the	breast
•	Pulling	in	of	the	nipple
•	Nipple	discharge	that	starts	suddenly	in	only	one	breast
•	An	itchy,	sore,	or	scaly	area	on	one	nipple
For more information about breast cancer and early detection, contact 

your health care provider, your Concentra health specialist, visit the 
American Cancer Society Web Site at: www.cancer.org, or visit the 
National Breast Cancer Awareness Month Web site at: http://nbcam.org/

Breast cancer is the most common cancer among women in the 
United States, and is the second leading cause of cancer deaths.  
Screening is vital because early stages of the disease are easier to treat. 
The American Cancer Society recommends women:
•	Obtain	yearly	mammography	screenings,	beginning	at	age	40
•	Obtain	yearly	clinical	breast	exams
•	Check	your	breasts	regularly	for	lumps
•	Discuss	their	breast	cancer	risk	with	their	physician
Breast cancer risk increases as we age. Other factors that increase a 

woman’s risk for breast cancer include:
•	Having	started	menstrual	periods	at	a	young	age
•	Having	a	first	child	after	age	30
•	Use	of	hormone	replacement	therapy
•	Having	a	family	history	of	breast	cancer
Men are also at risk for rare cases of breast cancer. All persons familiar 

with the normal look and feel of their breasts should promptly 
report any unexpected changes to their physicians. The 

American Cancer Society recommends both women 
and men consult their doctor if they notice any of the 

Breast Cancer: Importance 
of Early Detection

By: Concentra Urgent Care
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By Chris Lee

For those of us living here in Austin, we’re all acutely aware 
that the sun is a plentiful, if not unrelenting, source of heat 
and sunlight (okay, the heat is really a byproduct of the intense 
sunlight).  And for many of us I bet that we’ve thought, “Gosh, 
if I could harness just some of that free sunlight....”  The harder 
part is trying to answer the obvious questions about installing 
a solar array or solar panel system on the roof of your home 
- “How much electricity would it generate and how much 
money could I save on my electric bills?”

Without having to know much about solar or needing to 
contact a solar installer or solar company, you can easily get 
those estimates at your fingertips.  The National Renewable 
Energy Laboratory (NREL), which is operated by the US 
Department of Energy, has created a website allowing anyone 
to calculate the amount of electricity a PV (photovoltaic) 
system (aka: solar panel array system) would generate.  Here’s 
the website (notice that it already takes into account that 
you’re in Austin): http://rredc.nrel.gov/solar/calculators/
PVWATTS/version1/US/Texas/Austin.html (Shortened: 
http://goo.gl/H9a8y)

Once on the website, for your initial estimate, you can use 
the default information presented and just click on “calculate” 
at the bottom.  On the results page you will see that in Austin, 
a South facing solar panel array (which means the Array 
Azimuth = 180 degrees) that’s built for 4 kW of electricity 
generation, would generate 5450 kWh in a year and save you 
$528.65.  To give you a better estimate, there are 3 settings 
you can go back and change:

1. Array Azimuth in degrees.
2. DC Rating in kW.
3. Cost of Electricity in cents.

ARRAY AZIMUTH:
If you’re considering placing your solar array on the side 

of your roof that gets the most sunlight and that part of the 
roof faces due South, then the Array Azimuth would be 180 
degrees.  If your proposed solar array will be facing Southwest, 
the azimuth would be 225 degrees.  Southeast would be 135 
degrees.  And so forth.  The more accurate your submission, 
the more accurate your estimate will be.

DC RATING:
The DC Rating (in kW) default is 4 kW in the calculator.  

This would be the “size” of electricity generation by your solar 
array - basically, by adding (or subtracting) more solar panels 
to your proposed system, the DC Rating would increase (or 
decrease).  Makes sense - if you add more solar panels to your 
array, you’ll increase the amount of electricity generated and 
therefore increase the amount of money saved.

COST OF ELECTRICITY:
The default is the Texas state average of 9.7 cents per kWh.  For 

those of you with an electricity provider with higher (or soon to 
be higher) rates, you should change the rate accordingly to get a 
more realistic estimate.

So that’s it, an easy way to determine what you would be 
generating with a solar array on the roof of your home.  This 
is a simple but fairly accurate way to determine the benefit 
of installing solar on your home.  Of course, YMMV (your 
mileage may vary) but by getting a fairly accurate estimate 
of the amount of electricity generated and the money saved, 
you can better determine whether or not installing a solar 
array on your roof would make financial sense for you and 
your family.  If you have any questions, please ping me at 
leec89@gmail.com.

“If I Installed Solar, How Much Electricity Would It Generate and How Much Would I Save?”

Powered 
by the Sun
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Your newsletter is 
provided 100% Free
of  charge ...

Please frequent their businesses and 
let them know where you saw their 
advertisement.

and is made possible by
the advertisers within. 

While there, be sure to say “Thanks!”

www.peelinc.com

Support Your Community Newsletter

ADVERTISE
YOUR BUSINESS

TO YOUR
NEIGHBORS

PEEL, INC.
community newsletters

Ryan Lundberg
Sales Manager

512-263-9181  ext 23
ryan@PEELinc.com

www.PEELinc.com

Austin Newcomers is dedicated to introducing new 
residents to Austin while extending a hand to make 
new acquaintances and join fun Interest Groups. Rosina 
Newton, the Horticulturist and Education Coordinator at 
The Natural Gardener, an award-winning Austin nursery, is 
the featured speaker.  She will talk about Native and Xeric 
Landscaping, especially important in the present drought.

Austin Newcomers Club

The monthly luncheon will be held on Wednesday, 
October 17 at Green Pastures Restaurant, 811 Live Oak 
St, Austin TX 78704. The luncheon is $20 per person; 
reservations are required, and payment must be received 
by Thursday, October 11. 

The club website is www.AustinNewcomers.com and the 
telephone number is (512) 314-5100.



Copyright © 2012 Peel, Inc. The Jester Warbler - October 2012     15

Jester Estates

Colloquially known as ‘bunnies’, rabbits and hares are small 
mammals that can be found in a variety of habitats, including 
meadows, woodlands, grasslands, deserts, and even wetlands.  
But did you know that there are true differences between rabbits 
and hares?

Rabbits are clearly distinguished from hares in that rabbits 
typically have young that are born blind and hairless (altricial) 
and hares have young that are born with hair and able to see 
(precocial).  Since young hares are well camouflaged and mobile 
within minutes of being born, the mother does not protect them 
and is with them only long enough to nurse. Rabbits, other than 
cottontails, live underground in burrows, but cottontails, like 
hares, live in simple grass nests above the ground called ‘forms.’  
Unlike rabbits, hares usually do not live in groups (although a 
group of hares is called a ‘drove’) and they are generally larger 
than rabbits, with longer ears and black markings on their fur.  
Hares are also called jackrabbits, as they are very quick and can 
run up to speeds of 45 miles per hour!  They have jointed or 
kinetic skulls, which are unique among mammals.  This joint 
permits relative motion between the anterior and posterior part 
of the skull’s braincase, helping to absorb the G-force created 
as the hare strikes its powerful hind legs with impact against 
the ground.

In our area of Texas you can find the Swamp Rabbit (Sylvilagus 
aquaticus), the Eastern Cottontail (Sylvilagus floridanus), and 
the Black-tailed Jackrabbit (Lepus calfornicus).  Living in the 
eastern third of our state and one of the largest cottontails in its 
range, the Swamp Rabbit inhabits poorly drained river bottoms 
and marshes.  Its upper parts are grayish-brown heavily lined 

with black with a white underside and cinnamon-colored front 
legs and tops of hind feet.  At home in the water, this rabbit’s 
dense fur helps to waterproof its skin, and unlike other rabbits it 
will cross streams and rivers on its own.  Also unlike other rabbits, 
its young have fur at birth but their eyes and ears are closed.

Eastern Cottontails are the most common rabbit in the eastern 
three-fourths of Texas and are moderately large with rusty-brown 
fur, relatively short ears, and large hind feet.  These cottontails 
commonly frequent brush-dotted pastures and are active largely 
in the twilight hours and at night, when they venture out to 
meadows or lawns to forage.  They often live at the edges of town 
and feed in gardens and flower beds, and are common along 
country roads lined with dense vegetation.  Eastern Cottontails 
are prolific breeders, and can have as many as four or five litters 
throughout the year.   

The Black-tailed Jackrabbit, also known as the Desert Hare, 
reaches a length of about two feet and weighs from three to 
six pounds.  Its distinctive long ears and powerful rear legs 
distinguish it as a hare.  With dorsal fur that is dark buff peppered 
with black and an underside of creamy white, its black markings 
are found on the tips of its ears and the top of its short tail.  In 
warmer climates like ours, this jackrabbit breeds year round and 
the average litter size is four, but it can range from two to seven 
depending on the food supply.  Since it does not hibernate or 
migrate, it uses the same square half-mile to mile habitat of 
oak-juniper woodland as its territory. 

Now that you know the subtle (and sometimes confusing) 
differences between these closely related mammals, you too can 
try your hand at splitting hares!

Splitting Hares NatureWatch
by Jim and Lynne Weber

Swamp Rabbit Eastern Cottontail Black-tailed Jackrabbit

Send your nature-related questions to naturewatch@austin.rr.com and we’ll do our best to answer them.  If you 
enjoy reading these articles, look for our book, Nature Watch Austin, published by Texas A&M University Press.    
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