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From Stone Forest HOA President 

Bob Wise 

Stone ForeSt

November 2012     Volume 2, Issue 11

I am sure most of you read the recent letter form Bridgestone MUD 
about the water situation and I think we can really pat ourselves on 
the back for conserving water over the past year. The restrictions and 
voluntary rationing seems to have paid off and it has certainly been 
reflected in the water bills. I think the whole MUD district benefited 
and we played our part. Luckily the summer has not been as hot as 
2011 which no doubt helped and at time of writing we are having a 
relatively ‘cool’ spell ! South East Texas has been very lucky this year 
not to have suffered the same kind of drought that we experienced 
last year. Mother Nature certainly helped. In addition the hurricane 
season is winding down.

FYI – the average temperature this year is slightly higher than last 
year. Hard to believe but it is because of the early heat wave.

We will shortly begin the budgeting exercise for year 2013 with 
our annual crystal ball gazing as we have to complete the budget 
before the final figures for the year have been closed. Unfortunately 
that is the law.

As I mentioned last month that budgeting process includes trying 
to figure out how our assessments will end up and despite what 
anybody thinks we cannot collect delinquent dues by simply forcing 
them into court. The law protects homeowners from predatory 
Associations and ensures that the homeowners have every chance to 
make up the shortfall in payment. The law is very slow and in the 

years I have been here we have only ended up in court once with 
very clear and concise instructions from the judge to be fair and 
sympathetic because he gave us a very powerful tool to use if the 
payment defaulted, and that was foreclosure. Something that we at 
the HOA do not want to do since it is very expensive and does not 
solve the problem at the end of the day. Neither does Stone Forest 
Homeowners Association want to be real estate owners ! We try our 
best to be helpful and work with homeowners who are in difficulties 
contrary to what one homeowner thinks, who sent us an a nasty 
potty mouthed email to vent.

On a happier note, we are redesigning the website and hope to 
shortly announce that it is ready. With all the new State laws we 
have to be more communicative electronically and hopefully the 
new site will be easy to navigate and be user friendly so that it is an 
good reference tool for our community.

 
Happy Thanksgiving to all, including the disgruntled emailer !
 
Sincerely,

Bob Wise
President,
Stone Forest HOA.

HAPPY
Thanksgiving
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Classified Ads
Personal classifieds (one time sell items, such as a used bike...) 
run at no charge to Stone Forest residents, limit 30 words, please 
e-mail Bob@bobwise.us.
Business classifieds (offering a service or product line for profit) 
are $50, limit 40 words, please contact Peel, Inc. Sales Office @ 
512-263-9181 or advertising@PEELinc.com.

COMMUNITY 
CONTACTS

STONE FOREST HOA
Spring, Texas 77379

HOA BOARD
PRESIDENT
Bob Wise ............................................ 5714 Valley Scene Way
Contact ...............................................281-257-6183 (Home)
  ................................................................ bob@bobwise.us
  ................................................................ bobwnc@att.net
  .............................................Term Ends 2013 (3-year term)
V. PRESIDENT
Richard Leonard ................................5423 Chelsea Fair Lane
Contact ...............................................832-717-0749 (Home)
  .......................................................... 361-946-1838 (Cell)
  ............................................................. j24hd@yahoo.com
  ..............................................Term Ends 2013 (2-year term) 
DIRECTOR AT LARGE
Tod Bisch .............................................5223 Sunlight Hill Ct
Contact ........................................................... 281-370-0120
  ........................................................ todnlorri@gmail.com
  .................. ..........................Term Ends 2014 (2-year term)
DIRECTOR
Eric Holdt ................................................. 19318 Young Oak
Contact ................................................. 281-203-7383 (Cell)
  .................. ............................Eric_Holdt@huntsman.com
  .................. ..........................Term Ends 2014 (2-year term)
DIRECTOR AT LARGE
Robin Jones ..............................................19210 Holly Shade
Contact ........................................................... 281-376-5511
  .................................................................... 281-385-5228
  .................. ...................... RobinGriffithJones@yahoo.com
  .................. ..........................Term Ends 2013 (2-year term)
KLEIN ISD
Klein ISD website: ...........................http://www.kleinisd.net/
Kuehnle Elementary School ............................ 832-484-6650
Strack Middle School ...................................... 832-249-5400
Klein Collins High School .............................. 832-484-7811 

CHAPARRAL MANAGEMENT CO. 
281-537-0957

www.chaparralmanagement.com 
Mailing address:

P.O. Box 681007, Houston, TX 77268-1007
Physical address: 

6630 Cypresswood Dr. Suite 100, Spring, TX 77379

UTILITIES
Bridgestone MUD (water district) ....................... 713-983-3602 
  ...............................P.O. Box 90045, Houston, TX 77290 
Centerpoint Energy (to report street light outages) .... 713-207-2222 
  ................................. www.centerpointenergy.com/outage
Harris County Health Dept. .....www.harriscountyhealth.com 
Harris County Precinct #4 .............................. www.hcp4.net 
Comcast (cable) .................. 713-462-9000, www.comcast.com 
U.S. Post Office ............................................1-800-275-8777
  ..............................7717 Louetta Rd. , Spring, TX 77379
Republic Waste  ......................................................................

Trash pick-up days: Mondays & Thursdays
NEWSLETTER INFORMATION
Articles ........................................................ Bob@bobwise.us
Publisher - Peel Inc ..................................... www.peelinc.com
Advertising ...................................................1-888-687-6444

Bashans Painting
 & Home Repair

• Interior & Exterior Painting
• Hardi Plank Installation
• Wood Replacement
• Sheetrock Repair
• Interior Carpentry
• Cabinet Painting
• Wallpaper Removal and  
  Texturizing
• Pressure Washing
• Fence Repair/Replacement

Commercial/Residential
Free Estimates

281-347-6702

References Available • Fully Insured
NO PAYMENT UNTIL COMPLETION

281-731-3383cell

bashanspainting@earthlink.net

• Garage Floor Epoxy
• Custom Staining
• Roofing
• Gutter Repair/Replacement
• Faux Painting
• Door Refinishing
• Window Installation
• Trash Removal
• Ceiling Fan/Light Fixtures

NOT AVAILABLE
ONLINE
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ARTICLE SUBMISSIONS
 Interested in submitting an article? You can do so by emailing Bob@
bobwise.us or by going to http://www.peelinc.com/articleSubmit.
php. All news must be received by the 8th of the month prior to 
the issue. So if you are involved with a school group, scouts, sports 
etc – please submit your articles for the Stone Forest Flyer. Personal 
news for the Stork Report, Teenage Job Seekers, special celebrations 
and military service are also welcome.
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SUDOKU

Sudoku
The goal is to fill in the grid so that every row, every column, and

every 3x3 box contains the digits 1 through 9. Each digit may
appear only once in each row, each column, and each 3x3 box.

© 2006. Feature Exchange

Sudoku
The challenge is to fill every row across, every column down, and every
3x3 box with the digits 1 through 9. Each 1 through 9 digit must appear
only once in each row across, each column down, and each 3x3 box.

© 2006. Feature Exchange

Train Rides, Giant Slide, Santa & BBQ: Sat. & Sun. Only!
7632 Spring Cypress Rd. • 281-370-9141

group outings available by appointment only
www.oldtimechristmastree.com

«TURN ON KLEB RD«

Old Time Christmas Tree Farm
Choose & Cut Your Own Christmas Tree

Premium Fraser Firs from N. Carolina
Open Daily After Thanksgiving 9 AM - 6 PM

FM
 249

Spring Cypress Rd.

FM 1960

Stuebner - Airline

KL
EBRd.

N

FM 2920 I - 45
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By Chris Lee

For those of us living here in Houston, we're all acutely 
aware that the sun is a plentiful, if not unrelenting, source of 
heat and sunlight (okay, the heat is really a byproduct of the 
intense sunlight).  And for many of us I bet that we've thought, 
"Gosh, if I could harness just some of that free sunlight...."  
The harder part is trying to answer the obvious questions 
about installing a solar array or solar panel system on the roof 
of your home - "How much electricity would it generate and 
how much money could I save on my electric bills?"

Without having to know much about solar or needing to 
contact a solar installer or solar company, you can easily get 
those estimates at your fingertips.  The National Renewable 
Energy Laboratory (NREL), which is operated by the US 
Department of Energy, has created a website allowing anyone 
to calculate the amount of electricity a PV (photovoltaic) 
system (aka: solar panel array system) would generate.  
Here's the website (notice that it already takes into account 
that you're in Houston): http://rredc.nrel.gov/solar/calculators/
PVWATTS/version1/US/Texas/Houston.html

Here's a shortened link: http://goo.gl/bRurv
Once on the website, for your initial estimate, you can use 

the default information presented and just click on "calculate" 
at the bottom.  On the results page you will see that in Austin, 
a South facing solar panel array (which means the Array 
Azimuth = 180 degrees) that's built for 4 kW of electricity 
generation, would generate 4879 kWh in a year and save you 
$473.26.  To give you a better estimate, there are 3 settings 
you can go back and change:

1. Array Azimuth in degrees.
2. DC Rating in kW.
3. Cost of Electricity in cents.

ARRAY AZIMUTH:
If you're considering placing your solar array on the side 

of your roof that gets the most sunlight and that part of 
the roof faces due South, then the Array Azimuth would 
be 180 degrees.  If your proposed solar array will be facing 
Southwest, the azimuth would be 225 degrees.  Southeast 
would be 135 degrees.  And so forth.  The more accurate 
your submission, the more accurate your estimate.

DC RATING:
The DC Rating (in kW) default is 4 kW in the calculator.  

This would be the "size" of electricity generation by your solar 
array - basically, by adding (or subtracting) more solar panels 
to your proposed system, the DC Rating would increase (or 
decrease).  Makes sense - if you add more solar panels to your 
array, you'll increase the amount of electricity generated and 
therefore increase the amount of money saved.

COST OF ELECTRICITY:
The default is the Texas state average of 9.7 cents per 

kWh.  For those of you with an electricity provider with 
higher (or soon to be higher) rates, you should change the 
rate accordingly to get a more realistic estimate.

So that's it, an easy way to determine what you would be 
generating with a solar array on the roof of your home.  This 
is a simple but fairly accurate way to determine the benefit 
of installing solar on your home.  Of course, YMMV (your 
mileage may vary) but by getting a fairly accurate estimate 
of the amount of electricity generated and the money saved, 
you can better determine whether or not installing a solar 
array on your roof would make financial sense for you and 
your family.  If you have any questions, please ping me at 
leec89@gmail.com.

“If I Installed Solar, How Much Electricity Would It Generate and How Much Would I Save?”

Powered 
by the Sun
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CONQUER  
YOUR INNER  
COUCH POTATO. 
  SOAR ABOVE THE TREETOPS ON A ZIP LINE, SPEND TIME WITH OUR FOUR-LEGGED BUDDIES AT  
  THE STABLES, DISCOVER A LITTLE TRANQUILITY ON THE PATHS OF OUR SUNSET HIKE AND MORE.

ADVENTURE   /   CULINARY   /   CULTURE   /   FITNESS   /   SPA & WELLNESS

travaasa .com

33555_Trv_Austin_newsletter_Houston.indd   1 10/8/12   1:37 PM
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At no time will any source be allowed to use the Stone Forest Flyer's contents, 
or loan said contents, to others in anyway, shape or form, nor in any media, 
website, print, film, e-mail, electrostatic copy, fax, or etc. for the purpose of 
solicitation, commercial use, or any use for profit, political campaigns, or other 
self amplification, under penalty of law without written or expressed permission 
from Peel, Inc. The information in the Stone Forest Flyer is exclusively for the 
private use of the Stone Forest HOA and Peel, Inc.

DISCLAIMER: Articles and ads in this newsletter express the opinions 
of their authors and do not necessarily reflect the opinions of Peel, Inc. 
or its employees. Peel, Inc. is not responsible for the accuracy of any facts 
stated in articles submitted by others. The publisher also assumes no 
responsibility for the advertising content with this publication. All warranties 
and representations made in the advertising content are solely that of the 
advertiser and any such claims regarding its content should be taken up 
with the advertiser.
* The publisher assumes no liability with regard to its advertisers for misprints 
or failure to place advertising in this publication except for the actual cost 
of such advertising.
* Although every effort is taken to avoid mistakes and/or misprints, the 
publisher assumes no responsibility for any errors of information or 
typographical mistakes, except as limited to the cost of advertising as stated 
above or in the case of misinformation, a printed retraction/correction.
* Under no circumstances shall the publisher be held liable for incidental or 
consequential damages, inconvenience, loss of business or services, or any 
other liabilities from failure to publish, or from failure to publish in a timely 
manner, except as limited to liabilities stated above.

SHALOM!
Hi Jewish Community.

Let’s Get Connected!

To share Shabbat dinners... 
Chanukah parties...

Passover Seders... 
or simply get together!

 
Interested? E-mail us at info@shalomcypress.org.

Or visit our website at www.shalomcypress.org

Your newsletter is 
provided 100% Free of  
charge to your HOA ...

Please frequent their businesses and 
let them know where you saw their 
advertisement.

and is made possible by
the advertisers within. 

While there, be sure to say “Thanks!”

www.peelinc.com

7306 Louetta Ste A-108
Spring TX 77379

281.257.3663

13107 Louetta
Cypress TX 77429

281.376.6300

www.Houston.TheGreatFrameUp.com

50% off  custom frames!

Superior Designs & Custom Framing
Framed Art

G Harvey
Trollbeads

Mark Roberts Fairies
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November 17 | Reliant Park 
Chip-timed 5K run and awareness walk 

Plus music, children’s activities, refreshments and more! 
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