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Our Journey Project:The Air we Breathe
By Girl Scout Troop 9599

Have you ever wondered how dirty our air is? How about what
makes it dirty? Well, so did we! So we, Girl Scout Troop 9599,
decided to research some answers.
Our troop chose to do an environmental project on the air
we breathe. For this project, our main focus was car pollution.
We counted cars two different times, on a weekday, at peek
travel times. Once in the morning and once in the evening, at
the intersection of Will Clayton Pkwy and Woodland Hills Dr.
You’ll never guess how many cars we counted!
From the research we gathered, we learned each car emits
approximately 16.25 ounces of carbon dioxide per mile. During
the two hours of counting cars, we counted approximately 5,713
cars. This means there was approximately 92,979.075 ounces
of carbon dioxide emitted if each car traveled at least one mile.
If each car traveled at least one mile every day for 5 weekdays,
there would be approximately 464,895.375 ounces of carbon
dioxide. Per month it would be 1,859,581.5 ounces of carbon
dioxide and per year would be 24,174,559.5 ounces of carbon
dioxide. All of this pollution is emitted into our air for 5,713
cars to drive only ONE mile per weekday.
Being only Girl Scouts, there isn’t much we can do. We do,
however, have strong voices. If we drove less, we would have so
much less pollution. Just 10% less driving would make a world
of difference. Carbon dioxide is a gas that can really hurt the
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environment; it actually affects the ocean tides. Driving less and
walking to school would change what carbon dioxide will do to
the Earth. We CAN change future destruction!
Each and every one of us has something from our project that
we would like to share:
Sarah:” I learned that pollution not only effects the
environment but also us too!”
Celsey: “I learned carbon dioxide affects a lot of our
environment.”
DJ: “This was a lot of fun and I leaned how carbon dioxide
affects our air.”
Desiree: “I learned carbon dioxide affects the ocean.”
Shelby: “I learned we need to make our air better because it is
getting dirty because of car pollution.”
Brianna: “It was a fun experience.”
Taylor: “It was so good, words can not explain!”
KeVona: “I learned how much CO2 a car puts out in a day.”
We would like to extend a special thanks to Exxon Mobil,
especially Ms. Caroline, for making this experience available to
us and teaching us about our air. We would also like to thank
Girl Scouts San Jacinto Council, specifically, Ms. Emily, for her
dedication and hard work into making this a success.
The facts we used in our research were found online at
planetgreen.discovery.com.
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NEWSLETTER INFORMATION
Editor - Bill Shepherd......................... afhoawshepeard@aol.com
Publisher, Peel, Inc........................................... 888-687-6444
Advertising.................................... advertising@PEELinc.com

CHEESY MASHED POTATO
CASSEROLE
Prep Time: 40 Minutes
Total Time: 1 Hour 10 Minutes
Serves: 12 (2/3 cup per serving)

Ingredients
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•

6 medium potatoes, peeled, and quartered
1 tablespoon salt +1 teaspoon, divided usage
1/4 cup butter, melted
1 cup Daisy Brand Sour Cream
1 cup shredded sharp Cheddar cheese
2 tablespoons chopped fresh chives
1/2 cup French fried onions
2 tablespoons cooked bacon pieces

Directions
Heat the oven to 325 degrees. Butter a 1 1/2-quart casserole dish.
Place the potatoes in a 3-quart saucepan; cover with cold water. Add
1 tablespoon of the salt and bring to a boil. Cover the potatoes,
reduce the heat, and cook for 20 minutes or until fork-tender. Drain
the potatoes. Put pan back on burner for 1 minute, shaking the pan
until the potatoes are dry. Mash the potatoes with potato masher
or mixer. Add the butter, sour cream, cheese, chives and remaining
1/2 teaspoon salt. Mash or stir until mixed well. Spoon the mixture
into a casserole dish. Bake the potatoes for 20 to 25 minutes or
until hot. Remove from the oven and sprinkle with the onions and
cooked bacon pieces. Return the dish to the oven and bake for an
additional 5 minutes.

Business Classifieds
MRS. V’s HOMEMADE PIES – You name it and I can make
it! Order early for the holidays! $10 and up. 281-454-7103 or
713-305-7428.

Classified Ads

Business classifieds (offering a service or product line for profit)
are $50, limit 40 words, please contact Peel, Inc. Sales at 888687-6444 or advertising@PEELinc.com.
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ATASCOCITA FOREST
CHRISTMAS TAMALES
By: Elizabeth Trujillo

•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•

•
•
•
•
•
•

PORK BUTT

2 ½ lbs. Boneless pork butt
1 Tbsp. Garlic powder
1 Tsp. Salt
1 Tsp. Black pepper
MASA
10 lbs. Masa (cornmeal flour)
4 cups Pork lard
¼ cup Water
3 Tbsp. Baking powder
2 oz. Chile Ancho to color masa
TAMALE ASSEMBLY
6 dozen dried corn husks
CHILE SAUCE
½ lb. Chile Ancho
1 Tsp. Garlic powder
½ Tsp. Ground cumin
2 cups Water (stock saved from boiling the Chile Ancho)
2 Tbsp. Pork lard
2 Tbsp. Salt

ExplorEr

roofing & rEmodEling
Excellence Through Commitment and Dedication

Directions

1. PORK: Place pork butt in medium-size stock pot. Add the garlic,
salt and pepper. Add cold water to cover the pork. On high heat,
bring to a boil, then reduce heat to medium low and let it simmer
partly covered for about 1 ½ to 2 hours. Remove pork from the stock
and let it cool at room temperature. When cook, begin shredding
the meat into fine threads.
2. CHILE SAUCE: In a large saucepan, boil the chile ancho for
about 10 – 12 minutes or until softened. Drain the chiles and reserve
the water. Rinse the seeds out of the boiled chiles. Put the chiles,
garlic and cumin in a blender and blend well. Add the 2 cups of
reserved water. In a heavy, large-size saucepan, heat 2 tablespoons
pork lard over medium high heat. Add the drained chile puree very
carefully because it will splatter. Reduce the heat to low. Cook over
low heat for about 10-15 minutes. Take sauce off the heat. (Reserve
about 2 ounces of this sauce to color the masa). Combine the pork
with the chile sauce.
3. MASA: Place 10 pounds of masa in a large mixing bowl. Pour
water and add the baking powder over the masa evenly. Add salt and
(Continued on Page 4)

Thinking about...
Alexis Sells & Sold
in Atascocita.
Call Today!
Top Producer for 2011

` End of YEar Pricing
` roof rEPairs & rEPlacEmEnts
` KitchEn rEmodEling
` granitE countErtoPs
` custom-madE cabinEtrY
` bacKsPlashEs
` bathroom rEmodEling
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` hardiPlanK siding
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` flooring & carPEting
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www.exploreroofing.com

832.588.1010
15 years experience
Locally owned and operated
Insured & Bonded

or

?

Alexis Walls Guillory
ABR/CDPE/SFR

C. 832.527.7005
E. TheCloser@Alexisgetsitsold.com
Century 21 Realty Partners
Serving Atascocita, Lake Conroe,
The Woodlands, Magnolia, and Cypress
281-298-8389

I am a CDPE Certified Distressed
Property Expert. I offer free local
moves to my clients! (Some restictions)

832.527.7005 | Alexisgetsitsold.com
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Recipes - (Continued from Page 3)
begin mixing the masa with your hands. Add the pork lard and two
ounces of chile ancho sauce (this adds color to the masa) and knead
the masa once more. Masa is ready when it starts to feel thick and
compact. Pad it down in bowl and set it aside.
4. TAMALE ASSEMBLY: Soak the dried husks in warm water
for about an hour and a half or until soft. Drain the husks well; pat
dry with paper towels. For each tamale spread about 2 tablespoons
of the masa mixture on each cornhusk. Spoon 2 tablespoons of the
filling lengthwise down the center. Fold husk and secure with strips
of cornhusk. Steam for about 1 hour.
5. STEAM TAMALES: At this point, the tamales are ready to
be steamed. Use a stock pot with wire lining or steamer insert. Add
enough water as to keep it below the steamer. Add a few husks to
prevent the tamales from getting wet. Tamales must be placed open
side up along the inside perimeter of the stock pot. Place extra husks
on top the tamales and cover the pot. Steam for about an hour or
until the husk peels away from the masa easily.
Serve warm or freeze after cooling.

At no time will any source be allowed to use Atascocita Forest's contents, or
loan said contents, to others in anyway, shape or form, nor in any media,
website, print, film, e-mail, electrostatic copy, fax, or etc. for the purpose of
solicitation, commercial use, or any use for profit, political campaigns, or
other self amplification, under penalty of law without written or expressed
permission from Peel, Inc. The information in Atascocita Forest is exclusively
for the private use of the Atascocita Forest HOA and Peel, Inc.
DISCLAIMER: Articles and ads in this newsletter express the opinions
of their authors and do not necessarily reflect the opinions of Peel, Inc.
or its employees. Peel, Inc. is not responsible for the accuracy of any facts
stated in articles submitted by others. The publisher also assumes no
responsibility for the advertising content with this publication. All warranties
and representations made in the advertising content are solely that of the
advertiser and any such claims regarding its content should be taken up
with the advertiser.
* The publisher assumes no liability with regard to its advertisers for misprints
or failure to place advertising in this publication except for the actual cost
of such advertising.
* Although every effort is taken to avoid mistakes and/or misprints, the
publisher assumes no responsibility for any errors of information or
typographical mistakes, except as limited to the cost of advertising as stated
above or in the case of misinformation, a printed retraction/correction.
* Under no circumstances shall the publisher be held liable for incidental
or consequential damages, inconvenience, loss of business or services, or
any other liabilities from failure to publish, or from failure to publish in a
timely manner, except as limited to liabilities stated above.
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Any type of emergency, day or night. Ready or not...we are.
Accredited by the Joint Commission of
Accreditation of Healthcare Organizations
for our commitment to excellence.
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txercare.com

PEARLAND

CYPRESS

ATASCOCITA

3115 Dixie Farm Road, Suite 107
FM 518 at Dixie Farm Road

17255 Spring Cypress Road, Suite A
Spring Cypress at Skinner Road

19143 W. Lake Houston Parkway
W. Lake Houston Pkwy at FM 1960

281-648-9113

281-304-9113

281-540-9113
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Earn college credit close to home!

Spring Credit classes at Lone Star College-Atascocita Center are listed below.
Registration is in progress; classes begin week of Monday, January 14.
ACCT 2401 Principles Of Accounting I

Class 2890 ................. TTh 9:30–11:50a

GEOG 1303 World Geography

Class 14111 ................. W 6:00–8:50p

ACCT 2402 Principles Of Accounting II GOVT 2301 American Government I
Class 2892 ................... TTh 7:00–9:30p

ANTH 2351 Cultural Anthropology

Class 13447 ........... TTh 11:00a–12:20p

ARTS 1301 Art Appreciation

Class 15816 ............... MW 6:00–7:20p

US History Since 1877

BIOL 1409

Intro Biol II (Nonmajors)

Texas History

BIOL 2401

Human Anatomy & Phys I

BIOL 2402

Human Anatomy & Phys II

BUSI 1301

Business Principles

Class 6591 ................. MW 6:00–8:50p

Also at

LSC-Atascocita Center:
•

ESOL (English for Speakers

of Other Languages)

Class 12294 .......... TTh 11:00a–12:20p

HUMD 0330 College Success:1st Yr Exp
Class
Class
Class
Class

12857 ................. TTh
16005 ............... MW
16006 ................. TTh
16007 ................. TTh

4:30–5:50p
4:30–5:50p
7:30–8:50a
1:00–2:20p

ENGL 0307 Dev Writing II

Class 13794 ............ TTh 8:30–10:20a* PSYC 2301 General Psychology
Class 13813 .......... MW 12:30–2:20p* Class 7017 ..................... T 6:00–9:00p
Class 13815 ............ MW 6:00–7:50p* Class 7018 ............ MW 11:00–12:20p
Class 7019 ................ TTh 9:30–10:50a

Certified Nurse Aide (CNA)

January, T/Th 6–10pm

HIST 2301

Class 13378 .............. TTh 6:00–7:50p* MATH 1314 College Algebra
Class 13380 ...... MW 11:00a–12:50p* Class 11702 ............ MW 9:30–10:50a
Class 11704 .............. MW 6:00–7:20p

ENGL 0373 ESOL Writing III

Course begins in

Class 12279 ................ TTh 8:00–9:20a
Class 12282 ............ MW 12:30–1:50p

ENGL 0306 Dev Writing I

ENGL 0308 ESOL Language Skills

Lifelong Learning (ages 50+)

Class 3928 .......... MW 11:00a–12:20p
Class 3929 ................ TTh 9:30–10:50a

Class 2894 ................... TTh 1:30–3:00p MATH 0306 Pre-algebra Math
Class 11533 ............ MW 9:30–10:50a
COSC 1401 Intro to Computers
Class 11534 ................ TTh 6:00–7:20p
Class 16014 ................. TTh 1:30–3:25p Class 11535 ................ TTh 8:00–9:20a
EDUC 1301 Intro Teaching Profession
Class 14106 ................ TTh 1:30–2:50p
Class 3233 Hybrid ...... MW12:30–1:50p* MATH 0308 Intro Algebra
Class 3236 Hybrid ...........Th 5:30–8:30p* Class 11586 ........ MW 11:00a–12:20p
ENGL 0304 Dev Reading I
Class 11587 ................ TTh 6:00–7:20p
Class 13332 .............. TTh 8:00–9:50p* Class 11588 .............. TTh 9:30–10:50a
Class 13334 .......... MW 9:00–10:50a* MATH 0310 Intermediate Algebra
ENGL 0305 Dev Reading II
Class 11654 .......... TTh 11:00a–12:20p
Class 13362 ........ TTh 10:30a–12:20p* Class 11655 .............. MW 6:00–7:25p
Class 14093 .............. MW 8:00–9:20a

Continuing Education classes
• GED Preparation
• ALL—Academy for

•

US History to 1877

Intro Biology I (Nonmajors) HIST 1302

Class 6533 ................... TTh 6:00–8:50p

Staci.Mizell@lonestar.edu

HIST 1301

BIOL 1408

Class 6981 ................. MW 6:00–8:50p

(Partnership of LSC-Kingwood
with UH-Downtown)
For more information:

Class 14105 ............ MW 9:30–10:50a
Class 15154 ..................M 6:00–8:50p

Business Computer Apps

Class 6837 ................... TTh 6:00–8:50p
Class 15838 Online/Lab ..... F 9:00–10:00a

(BBA) Degree in General Business
entirely at LSC-Atascocita Center!

GOVT 2302 American Government II

BCIS 1405

Class 16018 ................. TTh 1:30–3:25p

Earn your Bachelor’s of
Business Adminstration

Class 12343 .............. MW 8:00–9:20a
Class 12346 ................ TTh 1:30–2:50p

Class 8267
Class 8270

Late Start
Late Start

.... TTh 8:30–10:30a* PSYC 2314 Life-growth/Devel
.... TTh 8:30–10:30a* Class 13434 ............ MW 12:30–1:50p
Class 13439 ................. W 6:00–8:50p

ENGL 0372 ESOL Writing II
Class 8321
Class 8328

Late Start
Late Start

TTh 10:40a–12:40p* SOCI 1301 Principles of Sociology
Class 7015 ................ TTh 9:30–10:50a
Class 13442 ..................M 6:00–8:50p
TTh 10:40a–12:40p*

ENGL 1301 Comp & Rhetoric I

SPCH 1311 Intro Speech Comm

Class 15067 .............. TTh 9:30–10:50a
Class 10797 .............. TTh 9:30–10:50a
SPCH
1318 Interpersonal Comm
Class 10798 .......... TTh 11:00a–12:20p
Class 15068 .......... TTh 11:00a–12:20p

ENGL 1302 Comp & Rhetoric II

Class 11221 ................ TTh 8:00–9:20a
Class 11222 .............. TTh 9:30–10:50a
Class 11223 ................ TTh 6:00–7:20p

15903 West Lake Houston Parkway
Houston, TX 77044 • 832-775-0800
Copyright © 2012 Peel, Inc.

* = Additional lab hours may apply.

LoneStar.edu/Atascocita-Center
Affirmative Action/EEO College
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Helping Atascocita’s lost pets find their way home
AtascocitaPets.org: Helping Atascocita’s lost pets find their way
home
Did you know that Atascocita has a website dedicated to lost and
found pets? AtascocitaPets.org provides a centralized, dedicated
location where area residents can post lost and found pet ads
absolutely free. The website was created by local resident Lauren
Shwarts, who wanted to do something to help lost pets in the area.
“We saw so many lost pet posters on our neighborhood and it was
so sad. I kept wondering what we would do if we lost one of our
dogs, and I knew that I would want there to be a single place where
we could get the word out to the community. There are several sites
where people can and do post lost and found pet listings, but ads
can quickly get buried and people may not see them. So I decided
to build a site only for lost and found pets in the Atascocita area,”
Lauren explains.
The website is very user friendly and straightforward: users need
only register to post an ad. And there’s no need to worry about being
added to a spam list or receiving unsolicited emails. “I designed the
site to protect the information of our neighbors,” Lauren says. “I am
the only person who has access to the site. We don’t ask for sensitive
information in the first place, and no one has to worry about identity
theft or anything like that.”
Even though the website is completely free to use, it offers several
features not found on other sites. When a user creates an ad, the
website creates a unique QR code that links to that ad on the website.
“I thought that using QR code technology would be beneficial in
this application. You can save the QR code and put it on your lost
pet posters. Then, when people are driving by, rather than stopping
and writing down the information they can simply ‘snap’ the code
with their smartphone and be instantly taken to the ad with the pet’s
photo, information, and contact details.”
The website is also tightly integrated with social media. “Facebook
is so common now, so I included a feature that auto-posts new ads to
our Facebook page. Users can also share the ad they create on their
own Facebook page, right from the website. The most important
thing is for the information to be as visible and accessible as possible.
This isn’t about generating traffic to the site, it’s about helping lost
pets find their way home.”
For those who don’t use social media as much, AtascocitaPets.
org also offers a ‘Lost Pet Amber Alert system.’ “This is probably
my favorite feature,” Lauren says, “Whenever a new lost pet ad is
posted on the site, the LPAA system sends out a single email the
next morning containing the ads’ information.” Subscription to
this service is entirely voluntary, and subscribers will only receive
an email if there were any lost pet ads posted the previous day. “I
6
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designed this system with the idea that local veterinarians, animal
rescues, and other entities could subscribe, as well as individual
residents, “Lauren explains.
Lauren also points out that the site is still under development and
new features will be added soon, and she is also in the process of
creating a sister site for Kingwood. “I just want to do what I can to
help. This isn’t about money or notoriety. The website doesn’t cost
me anything but time, and I’m always open to ideas and suggestions
from the community. As a pet mom, I understand the unique bond
people have with their pets and how devastating it can be when one
is lost. If this website can help even one family be reunited with
their pet then that’s worth every minute I’ve spent on this project.”
Visit the website at AtascocitaPets.org
Lauren can be contacted with questions or suggestions at lauren@
atascocitapets.org, or (281) 745 - 0604

Bashans Painting
& Home Repair
Commercial/Residential
Free Estimates

281-347-6702
281-731-3383cell
• Interior & Exterior Painting • Garage Floor Epoxy
• Hardi Plank Installation

• Custom Staining

• Wood Replacement

• Roofing

• Sheetrock Repair

• Gutter Repair/Replacement

• Interior Carpentry

• Faux Painting

• Cabinet Painting

• Door Refinishing

• Wallpaper Removal and
Texturizing

• Window Installation

• Pressure Washing

• Ceiling Fan/Light Fixtures

• Fence Repair/Replacement

• Trash Removal

References Available • Fully Insured
NO PAYMENT UNTIL COMPLETION
bashanspainting@earthlink.net
Copyright © 2012 Peel, Inc.

ATASCOCITA FOREST
I WATCH
WHAT IS IWATCHHARRISCOUNTY?
iWatchHarrisCounty is a virtual crime watch that you and
your neighbors can use to report behaviors and activities that
make you feel uncomfortable or do not look right.

Do Not Dispose

WHAT DOES IT
DO?

Attention Residents: Please DO NOT
dispose of the following items with your
household garbage:

Like traditional
neighborhood crime
watches, your awareness
reported to the police
can help solve crimes
or even prevent a
terrorist attack.

•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•

WEB SITE:
iwatchharriscounty.com

Special Programs For
Our Local Residents
Loyalty Club &
Senior Loyalty Club
Reduced Green Fees,
2 Free Draft Beers, Range
Balls, Meals*, Free Replays,
Discounts on Merchandise
& Enrollment in Our Loyalty
Club Rewards Program!
*When Available.

human/animal waste
hazardous waste
motor oil
cooking oil
flammable materials
paint
auto parts
batteries

•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•

tires
rocks
concrete
sand
gravel
dirt
construction debris
large pieces of glass

Affordable Shade Patio Covers
We specialize in custom built patio covers,
decorative & stamped concrete,
cedar & treated pine shade arbors,
insulated aluminum patio covers & arbors.

Players Club
Practice Program
39.95/Month

$

Select Tee Times Weekly,
Free Late Afternoon Green
Fees, Unlimited Practice
Balls Anytime, Free Handicap
Service, 2 Draft Beers with
Every Round, Best Price
Guarantee on Merchandise.

Creating Comfort for Outdoor Living...
with Affordable Shade Patio Covers!

Visit our galleries to view hundreds of photographs
of finished projects...from very happy customers.
281-540-1818 | www.tour18golf.com
12-0264
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