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Official Publication of Jester Homeowners Association, Inc.

The Jester Warbler
HO! HO! HO!

Santa Is Coming To Jester 
Aboard A Firetruck!

SATURDAY, DEC 1ST
9:00 am - Jester Club

(You do not have to be
a member to participate)

 The Austin Fire Department 
has graciously agreed to send Santa 
aboard a fire truck to visit with our 
Jester children and grandchildren.

Activities, Caroling and More!
BRING YOUR CAMERAS!

JESTER LIGHTS 
CONTEST

Win Gift Certificates
to Various Merchants/Restaurants!                    

Spread holiday cheer by lighting up our neighborhood!  
Help make Jester the “Go To” neighborhood - - the place 
people go to every season to see the best lights Austin has 
to offer!

Homes will be judged between December 10th and 
14th so that we can meet the publisher’s deadline for the 
January issue of the Warbler and announce the winners.  

(To ensure our judges drive by ALL homes with lights/
decorations in Jester, please register your address, or 
nominate your neighbor’s home, by emailing Teresa at 
Tgouldie@Gmail.com or calling 751-8000)

Green Tip
by Dale Bulla

Wastewater Averaging Starts in November 
Thru the End of February Save Water, Save Money 

$$$$ 
Many folks are not aware that their waste water or sewer bill is 

averaged over three months in the winter when outside watering is 
at a minimum.  From November to the end of February, the lowest 
three months of water use are averaged, depending on when your 
meter is read, and that amount will be your wastewater cost for the 
next twelve months.  So remember that every drop you save through 
February will save you all next year.

Crime Watch 
Reminders

by Alyssa Drury 

It is always important to be aware of and stay vigilant against crime 
in our neighborhood. Unfortunately, the holidays can be a  busy 
time for break-ins, burglary, and vandalism, etc.   Sometimes the 
desperation one has for money or gifts at this time of year can lead 
to these actions....as can the lure of empty homes while residents 
are traveling during the holiday season.   Here are a few tips to 
help remind us all how to stay safe:
•	 keep outdoor lights on around your house at night
•	 keep garage doors closed
•	 keep doors and windows locked
•	 be aware of any suspicious vehicles parked for long periods of time 

near your house or on your street
•	 take note of any suspicious people acting as service, delivery or 

maintenance personnel
•	 be aware that outdoor festive holiday decorations can be desirable 

items for theft
•	 get to know your neighbors and watch out for one another’s property
•	 if you leave town, leave lights on, lock up, and alert your neighbors 

that you will be gone
•	 keep cars locked and free of valuables that are parked on the street 

or in driveways
•	 teach your children to be aware of and tell you about any strangers 

(Continued on Page 3)
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Office:
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Austin, TX 78759
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P.O. Box 203310
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www.JesterNeighbors.com

President

Diana Miller .............................................. (H) 512-496-0777
.................................................................. diana0777@att.net
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Glen Brown ............................................... (H) 610-504-8999
...................................................................gm.brown@att.net
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................................................................tgouldie@gmail.com
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Glen Brown ............................................... (H) 512-241-0283
.................................................................gm.brown2@att.net
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Patricia Seeger ........................................... (H) 512-585-5389
............................................................prseeger@austin.rr.com
Architectural Control Committee Chair
Ashby Mcdonald ..............................................512-203-7919
................................................ashbymcdonald@austin.rr.com
Restrictions Violations Committee Chair
Rick Toth ....................... 512-342-8936, rstoth@hotmail.com
Warbler Co-Editor and Email Alert
Diana Miller .............................................. diana0777@att.net
Homeowner's Association Mgmt - Goodwin Mgmt
Drew Sanders .......... (W) 512-502-7045, (Fax) 512-346-4873
..............................................Drew.Sanders@Goodwintx.com

Newsletter Information
Co-Editors
 Diana Miller ........................................ diana0777@att.net 
 Teresa Gouldie ....................................tgouldie@gmail.com
Publisher
 Peel, Inc. ...................... www.PEELinc.com, 512-263-9181
 Advertising........advertising@PEELinc.com, 512-263-9181

ARTICLE SUBMISSIONS
Interested in submitting an article?  You can do so by emailing 
diana0777@att.net or by going to:

www.peelinc.com/articleSubmit.php.
All news must be received by the 12th

of the month prior to the issue.

BUSINESS CLASSIFIED
JOE KASSON PAINTING - Residential Specialist since 
1976. Interior and Exterior Painting. Carpentry and Siding. 
Quality Work Competitive Prices. Experienced Dependable 
Insured. Neighborhood References. Free Estimates. www.
joekassonpainting.com.

Classified Ads
Business classifieds (offering a service or product line for profit) are $50, 
limit 40 words, please contact Peel, Inc. Sales Office @ 512-263-9181 or 
advertising@PEELinc.com.

NOT AVAILABLE
ONLINE
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Crime Watch - (Continued from Cover Page)

Why Our Patients Love Us:
Empowering you to play an active role in your 
child’s dental health. 

Compassionate, individual patient care for your 
child’s needs.

Enjoy a dental  team focused on creating a 
positive dental experience for you and your child. 

Utilitzation of the most recent technology.

You are invited to stay with your child through the 
entire appointment. 

heaLthy smiLes
 aRe OUR sPeCiaLty

  Visit www.DrSherwood.net   

“My Children LOVE going to Dr. 
Sherwood’s office. They actually 
count down the days until their 
appointment and when their visit is 
over, they don’t want to leave.”

Monthly payment options 
available, including no 

interest financing. 

stephen sherwood, dds

(New patients only, this offer cannot be 
combined with other offers, restrictions apply.)

$50
OFF

Mention this and receive 
$50 off New Patient 

cleaning, fluoride and exam. 

Call today! 
(512) 454-6936

Mike Currens
Realtor® Let me be your guide through 

the real estate sales process.

Full Service Representation 
for buyers and sellers. Expert 
Guidance. Honesty.

Working with your interests in 
mind. 

DASH REALTY
Mike Currens
[512] 293-7354

mike@mcurrens.com

Thinking of Moving?
Mike Currens, Realtor® 

Ask me about my 

cash back 
program

or questionable activity they see around the neighborhood
As always, if you see suspicious activity or have a crime to 

report, please contact 911 immediately.
Also, please notify Jester_suggestions@jesterneighbors.com if you 

have anything to share.
Let’s work together to stay safe and prevent crime in Jester during 

the holidays and throughout the year.

ADVERTISE

Y O U RHERE
BUSINESS 888-687-6444
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BUNKO - If you’d like to join or be put on the list as a sub, contact 
Carol Biggar at cabiggar@austin.rr.com or 512-795-8446 (home) 
or 512-914-7517 (cell). They are a lively group and play on the 1st 
Thursday of every month at 7 pm.
CYCLING - Want to join a Jester road biking group and participate 
in organized rides?  Contact Troy Reish at troy.reish@gmail.com or 
call 241-0592.
JESTER DOG LOVER'S GROUP - Put a smile on your dog’s 
face and a wag in his tail — sign up now to be a founding member 
of the Jester dog lovers group. Contact Carol Powell at 340-0321 
or email her at carolpowell@austin.rr.com 
JESTER KIDS YAHOO GROUP - This group is helping Jester 
parents connect with other parents who have children with similar 
ages or interests!  Email jesterkids-subscribe@yahoogroups.com to 
subscribe.
JESTER PAGE TURNERS - Check out the Jester Page Turners, 
a neighborhood book group that meets the second Wednesday 
evening of each month.  Contact Nicky Shore at Shorenm@gmail.
com.
JESTER UNCORKED - Wine lovers of Jester, unite!  Join our 
ever-growing group of wine lovers. Contact Tonya Andrien at (512) 
795-0086 or tandrien@yahoo.com. 
KAYAKING - Have some fun with this great water sport!  For 
more info contact Dan Wolfson at dwolfson@austin.rr.com or call 
795-8218.
NETWORKING GROUP - Are you a resident who owns a 
business or provides a service?  Build your business by referral!  One 
individual or company per professional category.  Contact Paul 
(Griff) Griffiths at 241-1644 or griff@albioncomputergroup.com
ROWING - Interested in sweep rowing and sculling? Contact Julie 
Donnie at 340-0432 or JulieDonnie@yahoo.com.
SPIRITUAL DEVELOPMENT GROUP - Interested in 
developing relationships and sharing spiritual life experience? 
Contact Jim Irwin at jimirwin@austin.rr.com or 502-0797
WELCOME COMMITTEE - Darla Rowan and JoAnn Welles 
are co-chairs of this committee, which is designed to welcome 
new residents to Jester, including newborns.  Volunteer to help 
by emailing JoAnn at joann-welles@sbcglobal.net or call her at 
346-0349
WOODWORKING GROUP – Join our woodworking group to 
share knowledge and techniques! Contact John Parker at 345-6991 
or JParker84@austin.rr.com

SOCIAL GROUPS
CONTACT INFO

Located near the  
Arboretum 

On Balcones Woods Dr. 
At Jollyville Rd. 

ARBOR ANIMAL 
CLINIC 

Serving Austin’s Pets Since 1990 

 
We want to be your Veterinarians! 

New Client Offer 
Free Initial Exam 
And Office Visit 

 
Already our client?  Bring this for a free T-shirt on 

your next visit. 
 

With this coupon.  Good through 4/31/13. 

 
Call for an appointment: 794-1040 

www.arboranimalclinic.com 
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SUDOKU

Sudoku
The goal is to fill in the grid so that every row, every column, and

every 3x3 box contains the digits 1 through 9. Each digit may
appear only once in each row, each column, and each 3x3 box.

© 2006. Feature Exchange

Sudoku
The challenge is to fill every row across, every column down, and every
3x3 box with the digits 1 through 9. Each 1 through 9 digit must appear
only once in each row across, each column down, and each 3x3 box.

© 2006. Feature Exchange

ADVERTISE

Y O U RHERE
BUSINESS 888-687-6444
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Our Halloween Parade drew a great crowd this year as our 
neighborhood children gathered at Jester Club dressed in some 
incredibly imaginative costumes.  Led by a decorated golf cart, 
the children and their parents provided a sea of color as they 
marched up Jester, around Basil and back to the club.  They 
were greeted by our Jester volunteers who had set a prize walk, 
a tattoo area, and a table with various coloring sheets, crayons 
and magic markers.

The Halloween event is really special because the kiddos aren’t 
just participants, they’re the actual “stars”…they get to show 
off their costumes and get applause and waves as they walk the 
parade route.  Each year I am amazed at the creativity and “fun 
spirit” of our Jester neighbors.  This year a couple was standing 
on our parade route with their dog, who was in full costume.  
It almost stopped the parade…all the participants wanted to 
stop and take a look and pet the dog!  A decorated golf cart was 
leading the parade and music was blaring, namely Ghostbusters 
and Monster Mash.  There was a child with a Werewolf mask 
that really had some moves as he was walking…you couldn’t see 
his face but his arms and legs were definitely rocking out to the 
music!  It’s always such a FUN day!

A special thank you, as always, goes out to Terri Milan and 
Jester Club for providing the location.  Our Halloween helpers 
included Stacey Hull, Eva Wisser, Patricia Seeger, Glen Brown, 
Charlotte Glikman, Mike Parker, Kenneth Oliver, Haven Erengil, 
Elaina Hilliard, and Caroline, Sean, Liam, Kaitlin and Anne 
Moore.  Thanks to all of these great people for creating memories 
for our Jester children!

Pictured are Jester residents 
Elaina Hilliard and Haven Erengil.

Jester  
Halloween Parade

by Teresa Gouldie, Social Chairman



6     The Jester Warbler - December 2012 Copyright © 2012 Peel, Inc.

Jester Estates

protectpainters.com

WELCOME COMMITTEE NEWS           

Just when we thought we were almost caught up, there were 8 more new home closings this fall in Jester!  If you saw moving 
vans on your block, you weren’t alone.  

 Last month we delivered 3 welcome packages, to the following new residents:
•	 Sam and Jeff with their dog Stella on the 7900 block of Jester.  Sam and Jeff moved from Rob Roy and have spent the last few 

months renovating their property.  We caught them only a week after they moved in. 
•	 Veronica and Bryce with their 3 ½ year old son Belen.  Their family is now living on the 7100 block of Rusty Fig.  Veronica and 

Bryce had also done some major renovations before moving in.
•	 Mike and Shelley with their 2 year old son Ian.  They live on the 7400 block of Anaqua Drive.  We met Mike and Shelly not 

too long after they had made their move.
There are still two homes that closed in the past (one from August and one from September) that we weren’t able to deliver 

welcome packages to because the new resident hadn’t moved in yet.  It’s great to see people taking advantage of the opportunity 
to upgrade their houses while the house is empty.  I’m sure renovations are much more enjoyable (and less dusty) when there isn’t 
anyone living in the house.  

The Welcome Committee has delivered 44 Welcome Packages so far this year and we have at least 10 more to deliver before 
the holidays.  We really enjoy meeting the new neighbors and finding out a little bit about them.  Please contact JoAnn Welles at 
(512) 346-0349 or joann-welles@sbcglobal.net if you’ve moved to Jester lately and we haven’t welcomed you officially.  We may 
have tried to deliver a package but not found you home!  

Veronica and Bryce on Rusty Fig Mike and Ian on Anaqua Drive
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SIGN UP FOR JESTER

EMAIL ALERTS!
Visit Jester Homeowner’s Association website and sign up

to receive pertinent neighborhood email alerts.
www.JesterNeighbors.com

Community Registration Code: 3328 - REGISTER TODAY!

PET REGISTRY
Get your pets registered TODAY! This is a complimentary 

neighborhood service!

Mail (or drop off) your pet info to:
Carol Philipson

7502 Clematis Cv
Austin, TX  78750

Include type of pet, name, male or female, description, age, 
medications, veterinarian’s name, whether it is microchipped, 
and pet owner’s name, address, and contact information.

 For lost or found pets, call 338-1519.

www.JesterNeighbors.com
Community Registration Code: 3328

PET REGISTRY • SPECIAL ANNOUNCEMENTS:
ONLINE & VIA EMAIL • ONLINE SUGGESTION BOX:  

MAKE SUGGESTIONS TO THE ASSOCIATION BOARD • 
IMPORTANT HOMEOWNER ASSOCIATION

DOCUMENTS . . . & MUCH MORE

Jester Homeowner’s
Association Website!

Register today! Sponsored by
Jester Homeowners Association, Inc.

Offering 3 Convenient
Austin Locations!

Now Enrolling

www.childrenscenterofaustin.com

Modern Medicine. 
Compassionate Care.

Treating you like family.

Shops at Riverplace
10601 FM 2222, Suite J
Austin, TX 78730

Mon 7:30 AM-7:00 PM
Tues-Fri 7:30 AM-6:00 PM
Open 1st and 2nd Saturday
of the month 7:30 AM-1:00PM

Full Service Hospital
Digital Radiography

Ultrasound
Dog & Cat Boarding

Kid’s Lobby

(512) 276-2633

Dr. Frank, Dr. Mindi, 
and the Metzler Family

www.2222VeterinaryClinic.com
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In  the  Neighborhood?
Let’s Get to Know One Another.

Unfamiliar with the Edward Jones way of doing business?  Take an hour or so to learn how we 
work with millions of individual investors.  Together, we can create and implement an investment 
strategy designed to help you achieve your long-term financial goals.  We customize our 
recommendations based on our clients’ current situations, objectives and risk tolerance.  

Call or visit today to schedule a no-cost, no-obligation portfolio review.

Mike Linam
Financial Advisor
512-372-1645

7300 FM 2222, Ste 214
Austin, TX  78730

www.edwardjones.com   Member SIPC

 

• Retirement Plan Reviews

• Education Savings

• 401(k) Rollovers, IRA’s

• Stocks, Bonds, Mutual Funds

• Life Insurance

• Annuities

• Long Term Care Insurance

Mikes ad_7.5x5.indd   1 10/1/12   8:36 PM

satisfaction guaranteedfree estimates

water pressure problems
�ber optic drain line inspectionssewer & drain service 

Steve Brougher
276-7476  ∙ 2605 Buell Ave

STEVE’S
PLUMBING

REPAIR
Master 
License: 

M-39722

ADVERTISE

Y O U RHERE
BUSINESS 888-687-6444

Coats for Kids
by Julia Ott

As a recipient of a gift, have you ever immediately turned around 
and paid it forward and given of your time, talent, and treasure to 
help someone else? Many who have received coats for their children 
and grandchildren at the annual Coats For Kids distribution day 
have come to the volunteer check-in and stayed for the rest of the 
day to help others just as they were helped moments earlier. They 
gave their gifts right back to the community… a circle of service 
truly indicative of a successful program.

Coats for Kids is a program in its 26th year that provides 
warm winter coats each December to disadvantaged children and 
teenagers in Central Texas through a community-wide collection 
and distribution process.  Each year, The Junior League of Austin, 
Jack Brown Cleaners, KASE 101 and KVUE partner with the 
community to ensure the children of Central Texas stay warm.  On 
average, 30,000 coats are distributed per year with the help of over 
2,600 community volunteers.

So how can you participate? Donate a new or gently-used coat 
to your nearest Jack Brown Cleaners, organize a coat drive through 
many outlets in your community (schools, places of worship, 

(Continued on Page 10)
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Ommm 
sweet 
Ommm. 
    There’s a place close To home where you can lose yourself  
  and rediscover your spiriT all in one afTernoon.

advenTure   /   culinary   /   culTure   /   fiTness   /   spa & wellness

travaasa .com

33555_Trv_Austin_newsletter_Austin/SA.indd   1 10/8/12   1:36 PM
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Coats for Kids - (Continued from Page 8)

DISCLAIMER: Articles and ads in this newsletter express the opinions of 
their authors and do not necessarily reflect the opinions of Peel, Inc. or its 
employees. Peel, Inc. is not responsible for the accuracy of any facts stated in 
articles submitted by others. The publisher also assumes no responsibility for 
the advertising content with this publication. All warranties and representations 
made in the advertising content are solely that of the advertiser and any such 
claims regarding its content should be taken up with the advertiser.
* The publisher assumes no liability with regard to its advertisers for misprints 
or failure to place advertising in this publication except for the actual cost of 
such advertising.
* Although every effort is taken to avoid mistakes and/or misprints, the publisher 
assumes no responsibility for any errors of information or typographical mistakes, 
except as limited to the cost of advertising as stated above or in the case of 
misinformation, a printed retraction/correction.
* Under no circumstances shall the publisher be held liable for incidental or 
consequential damages, inconvenience, loss of business or services, or any other 
liabilities from failure to publish, or from failure to publish in a timely manner, 
except as limited to liabilities stated above.

At no time will any source be allowed to use the Jester Estates Community 
Newsletter contents, or loan said contents, to others in anyway, shape or form, 
nor in any media, website, print, film, e-mail, electrostatic copy, fax, or etc. 
for the purpose of solicitation, commercial use, or any use for profit, political 
campaigns, or other self amplification, under penalty of law without written 
or expressed permission from the  Jester Estates Homeowner's Association and 
Peel, Inc. The information in the newsletter  is exclusively for the private use 
of  Jester Estates residents only.

offices, neighborhoods), volunteer during sorting days or 
distribution days or spread the word. 
Facts:
•	 Distribution Day: Saturday, December 8th from 8:00 

AM - 3:00 PM
•	 Distribution Site: Palmer Events Center, 900 Barton 

Springs Road
•	 Community Coat Drive: Monday, November 12th 

through Wednesday, December 5th.  Please drop your 
coats off at any local Jack Brown Cleaners.  

•	 School & Business Coat Drive Competition: Monday, 
November 12th through Friday, November 30th.  Please 
drop your coats off at any local Jack Brown Cleaners.  To 
register your business or school, go to the JLA website: 
www.jlaustin.org/coats.

•	 Volunteer:  Please join us to help sort coats December 
4 – December 7 and/or to distribute coats to children on 
December 8.  Register at www.jlaustin.org/coats.

Find all details about Coats For Kids at http://www.jlaustin.
org/coats
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Austin’s Full Service Mortgage Banker
• Fast approvals and closings
• FHA, VA, Conventional and Jumbo loans
• Loan amounts up to 2 million
• Competitive rates and fees

investment
bringing your

360 Mortgage Group LLC 11305 Four Points Dr.
Building 1, Suite 200 Austin, TX 78726

NMLS # 155922

www.getaloan.360mtg.com
getaloan@360mtg.com

512.418.6000
connect with us today
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athletics.concordia.edu

Home Athletics Schedule
December 2012

For up-to-date information about CTX 
Athletics and to register online for the ticket 

pass, please check out our website at:

Date Sport Opponent  Time                         
12/1 WBB Ozarks*   1 p.m.
 MBB Ozarks*   3 p.m.
12/17 MBB Northwood  3 p.m.
12/20 WBB Texas-Dallas*  1 p.m.
 MBB Texas-Dallas*  3 p.m.
12/29 WBB Wisconsin-Stout^  4 p.m.
12/30 WBB Rust^   4 p.m.
12/31 MBB Wisconsin-Stevens Point 11 a.m.

MBB (M. Basketball)
WBB (W. Basketball)
! CTX Tip-Off Tournament
* American Southwest Conference Opponent
^ CTX Christmas Classic

CTX Athletics Is Now 
Accepting Tornado Club 

Applications!!!

MEMBERSHIP FOR TWO?

O�er expires Jan. 30, 2013.

BRING IN THIS AD AND YOU 
AND A FRIEND WILL BOTH 

ENJOY $25 OFF YOUR FIRST 
MONTH OF MEMBERSHIP

WANT TO TAKE A CLASS?

Cannot be combined with any other o�ers.

BRING IN THIS AD FOR
ONE FREE CLASS

BEFORE JAN. 30, 2013

Certified Wildlife 
Habitat

7703 Image Cove
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Each year, neglected and abused children 
in the Austin area must be removed from their 
homes by Child Protective Services caseworkers. 

Separations occur all year, but it is especially 
difficult during the holidays. Partnerships for 
Children is making a difference in the lives of 
these children and we invite you to join us by 
participating in our Holiday Wishes program.

512.834.4756
holidaywishes@partnershipsforchildren.org

GET INVOLVED:
 ✓ SPONSOr a child by 

purchasing items from their 
wish list

 ✓ MAkE a donation and we will 
shop for you

 ✓ DONATE general gifts for 
children that are not matched 
with community donors

 ✓ OrGANIzE a drive to collect 
gifts commonly requested on 
children’s wish lists

Thank you for your support!

With your help, how many children can we impact this year?  
Please contact us at:

HOLIDAyWishes2012

Below is the legal citation regarding pedestrian right of way in 
Texas. I have occasionally observed someone in the neighborhood 
holding an upraised palm in a “stop” gesture to motorists while 
crossing Jester Boulevard. According to the citation, pedestrians only 
have right of way when crossing in a designated crosswalk. Beyond 
that, they must yield to motorists. Although there are biking and 
jogging lanes on the shoulders of Jester Boulevard, the only crosswalk 
is at the bottom of the hill where it intersects FM 2222.

Thank you.
Sec. 552.005.  CROSSING AT POINT OTHER THAN 

CROSSWALK.  (a)  A pedestrian shall yield the right-of-way to a 
vehicle on the highway if crossing a roadway at a place:

(1)  other than in a marked crosswalk or in an unmarked crosswalk 
at an intersection;  or

(2)  where a pedestrian tunnel or overhead pedestrian crossing 
has been provided.

(b)  Between adjacent intersections at which traffic control signals 
are in operation, a pedestrian may cross only in a marked crosswalk.

(c)  A pedestrian may cross a roadway intersection diagonally only 
if and in the manner authorized by a traffic control device.

Acts 1995, 74th Leg., ch. 165, Sec. 1, eff. Sept. 1, 1995.

Pedestrian Right of Way
by Jester Resident Stephanie Easterday
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From the earliest times mistletoe has been considered one of the 
most magical, mysterious, and sacred plants found in European 
folklore.  Originally used to bestow life and fertility, as a protection 
from poison, and as an aphrodisiac, in medieval times branches of 
mistletoe were hung from the ceiling to ward off evil spirits. With 
the process of immigration and settlement of North America, 
traditions associated with the European plant were transferred to 
the New World and evolved into a folklore all its own.

In Central Texas, two species of mistletoe are native, the 
Christmas Mistletoe (Phoradendron tomentosum) and Oak 
Mistletoe (Phoradendron leucarpum).  The genus comes from 
the Greek ‘phor’ which means thief and ‘dendron’ which means 
tree, as both species are semiparasites that steal water and nutrients 
from their host trees.  Christmas mistletoe has small, elliptical 
evergreen leaves and smooth green stems covered by short hairs, 
with tiny green flowers on the male plant and shiny white berries 
on the female plant. It is widely used in the United States as a 
Christmas decoration, and is especially common growing on 
Sugar Hackberry, Cedar Elm, and Honey Mesquite trees in Texas, 
Louisiana, and Oklahoma.

Native north to New York State, south to Florida, and west to 
New Mexico, Oak Mistletoe is another common mistletoe hung 
at Christmastime.  It is a larval host plant for the Great Purple 
Hairstreak butterfly, and while similar in appearance to Christmas 
Mistletoe, its berries are covered with a sticky substance poisonous 
to humans but relished by winter resident birds such as Cedar 
Waxwings, Eastern Bluebirds, and American Robins.  These birds 
eat the berries and spread the seeds through their droppings and 
by wiping their beaks on tree branches, both of which may cause 
a new plant to take hold and become established.

While ancient folklore has attributed a wide range of mystical 
abilities to mistletoe, none is more fascinating than the myth of 
Frigga, the Norse Mother Goddess worshiped by pre-Christian 
people of northern Europe, and how mistletoe became her sacred 
plant.  She was believed to be the mother of Balder, the God of 
the Summer Sun, who had a dream of death.  Alarmed by this 
dream, Frigga went to all the elements, plants, and animals to 
seek a promise that no harm would come to her son.  Balder was 
thought to be safe from harm by anything on or under the Earth.  

But Balder’s enemy, Loki, was the God of Evil, and he knew of 
the one plant that Frigga overlooked.  It was the lowly mistletoe, 
which grew neither on nor under the Earth itself, but on the 
branches of oaks and other trees.  Loki made an arrow tip with 
the mistletoe, and gave it to the Hoder, the blind God of Winter, 
who used it to strike Balder dead.  The sky paled and everything 
wept for the Sun God, who was restored by Frigga after working 
with the elements for three days.  The tears she shed for her son 
were said to be the pearly white berries of the mistletoe, and in 
her joy at his resurrection she kissed everyone who passed beneath 
the tree on which it grew.  

Thus began the custom that whomever should stand beneath 
the humble mistletoe will come to no harm, but receive only a 
kiss as a token of love.  Merry mistletoe to you and yours!

Send your nature-related questions to naturewatch@austin.
rr.com and we’ll do our best to answer them.  If you enjoy reading 
these articles, look for our book, Nature Watch Austin, published 
by Texas A&M University Press.

 NatureWatch
by Jim and Lynne Weber 

Merry Mistletoe

(Photos on Page 15)
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Oak Mistletoe Christmas Mistletoe

Nature Watch - (Continued from Page 14)
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December Events
Compliments of ...     Teresa Gouldie      751-8000      Coldwell Banker, United

serving JESTER ...  Just a Little Closer to Heaven!

The Santaland Diaries 
This tale of elfin’ woe is Austin’s most beloved holiday tradition!
Ice Skating on the Plaza 
Our city’s only public, outdoor ice skating rink! 
Gingerbread Workshops 
Create a candy-covered holiday tradition!
Zilker Holiday Tree Lighting Ceremony (6 p.m.)
Handel’s Messiah 
Handel’s immortal masterpiece is a moving musical 
experience, elevating and enriching the soul.
Christmas Bureau of Austin 
Sponsor a family or elderly individual, or volunteer to
man phones, process applications, etc.
Luminations 
Luminarias, music, refreshments, and fun! 
The Nutcracker 
Ballet Austin presents an evening of magic
Austin Symphony Orchestra - Christmas Sing-Along 
Sing-along to Christmas favorites
Armadillo Christmas Bazaar
Austin arts event with an eclectic selection of unique gifts
Snow Day at the Galleria (with real snow!)
Austin Trail of Lights
Trans-Siberian Orchestra Winter Tour
With a live debut of The Lost Christmas Eve
Disney Live! Mickey’s Music Festival 25+ Disney favorites
The Music of The Beach Boys with Papa Doo Run Run
They never fail to get the entire audience on their feet, singing 
along at the top of their lungs!

Zachary Scott Theatre
zachscott.com
Whole Foods Downtown 
wholefoodsmarket.com
Austin Children’s Museum
472-2499 austinkids.org
Zilker Park
Riverbend Centre
austinsymphony.org

5915 Burnet Road
453-3950
cbofaustin.org
LBJ Wildflower Center
292-4100 wildflower.org
The Long Center
476-2163 balletaustin.org
Riverbend Centre
austinsymphony.org
Palmer Events Center
armadillobazaar.com
hillcountrygalleria.com
Zilker Park austintexas.gov
Cedar Park Center
trans-siberian.com
uterwincenter.com
Palmer Events Center
austinsymphony.org

Nov. 23 -  
Dec. 23
Nov. 24
Jan. 6
Dec. 1 - 23

Dec. 2
Dec. 5

Dec. 5 - 23

Dec. 8 - 9

Dec. 8 - 23

Dec. 11

Dec. 12 - 24 

Dec. 15
Dec. 16 - 23
Dec. 20

Dec. 23
Dec. 29 - 30

Happy Holidays!
May the sparkle 

of the holidays shine for you 
all year long!

Thank You 
for your
Business

and Referrals!


