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Austin 
Newcomers Club

Austin Newcomers is dedicated to introducing new residents 
to Austin while extending a hand to make new acquaintances 
and join fun Interest Groups.

Our program this month is Malcolm Nelson directing the 
choir First Edition. Mr. Nelson is currently in his seventh year 
as choir director at McCallum Fine Arts Academy. 

First Edition is the premier mixed choir at the McCallum Fine 
Arts Academy.  Its members are auditioned each year and chosen 
because of their singing ability and commitment to excellence.  
The group performs all types of music but is best known for its 
seasonal offerings and pop Broadway style.  Members of First 
Edition have performed at Carnegie Hall and Lincoln Center in 
New York City   Each year First Edition sings at numerous private 
parties, celebrations and luncheon meetings.  This promises to 
be a lively and popular program.

The monthly luncheon will be held on Wednesday, December 
5 at Green Pastures Restaurant, 811 Live Oak St, Austin TX 
78704. The luncheon is $20 per person; reservations are required, 
and payment must be received by Thursday, November 29.

The club website is www.AustinNewcomers.com and the 
telephone number is (512) 314-5100.

Mercer Street Festival
Submitted by DeNae Lee

Enjoy carolers, crafts, a broad selection of holiday gifts, live 
entertainment, children’s activities, and a spectacular display of 
lighting as the 8th Annual Christmas on Mercer Street festival 
returns Saturday, December 1.  A traditional holiday family 
experience that has grown every year, Christmas on Mercer 
Street offers something for all ages and all interests. Admission 
is free to the public.

For those who like to ring in the holiday season in a healthy 
way, YMCA will coordinate their Fit for Change 5K Run with 
the Christmas on Mercer Street celebration. The run begins at 
the Springs Family Branch YMCA at 8 am. Awards, prizes, and 
trophies will be presented at 10 am at the Christmas on Mercer 
Street festival. 

Following the award presentation, downtown festivities will 
kick off with daylong activities including free music and live 
performances, arts and crafts booths, trackless train and pony 
rides for kids, photos with Santa, and tasty food and drinks. 
Mercer Street will be closed off to traffic and allow much room 
for you to stroll with your friends and loved ones. An authentic 
small town Christmas celebration, the entire area will sparkle 
with decorations and bustle with music, shopping, and holiday 
cheer.

Dripping Springs area merchants will once again welcome 
visitors with a Hill Country Holiday Gift Tour and Open House. 
For only $25, you can purchase a festive holiday treasure box 
with a map to each participating store. At the end of the tour, 
your box will be filled to the brim with holiday gifts to keep or 
give away. With limited supplies available, please pre-register 
with the Dripping Springs Area Chamber of Commerce. Last 
year, the demand for participation was so high in the Gift Tour 
that all treasure boxes were completely sold out before the festival 
even began! Call 512-858-7000 for more information.
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EMERGENCY NUMBERS
EMERGENCY .......................................................... 911
Fire ............................................................................. 911
Ambulance ................................................................. 911
Sheriff – Non-Emergency ...........................512-974-0845
SCHOOLS
Elementary
 Clayton ...................................................512-841-9200
 Kiker .......................................................512-414-2584
 Mills .......................................................512-841-2400
 Patton .....................................................512-414-1780
Middle
 Bailey ......................................................512-414-4990
 Small .......................................................512-841-6700
 Gorzycki .................................................512-841-8600
High School
 Austin .....................................................512-414-2505
 Bowie ......................................................512-414-5247
UTILITIES
Water/Wastewater
 City of Austin............................................512-972-0101
 City of Austin (billing) ............................. 512-494-9400
 Emergency ................................................512-972-1000
Texas State Gas
 Customer Service ...................................1-800-700-2443
 Gas related emergency ............................1-800-959-5325
Pedernales Electric Cooperative
 New service, billing ...................................512-219-2602
 Problems ...................................................512-219-2628
ATT/SBC Telephone
 New Service ...........................................1-800-288-2020
 Repair ....................................................1-800-246-8464
 Billing ....................................................1-800-288-2020
Allied Waste ...............................................512-247-5647
Time Warner Cable ....................................512-485-5555
OTHER NUMBERS
Oak Hill Postal Station ............................1-800-275-8777
City of Austin 
 Dead Animal Collection ............................512-494-9400
 Abandoned/Disabled Vehicles ...................512-974-8119
 Stop Sign Missing/Damaged .....................512-974-2000
 Street Light Outage (report pole#).............512-505-7617
NEWSLETTER PUBLISHER
Peel, Inc. ............................................ 512-263-9181
Article Submissions ......... villagegazette@peelinc.com
Advertising .......................advertising@PEELinc.com

IMPORTANT NUMBERS Traveling with your pet 
over the holidays?

HERE ARE SOME TIPS THAT WILL HELP 
MAKE YOUR DRIVE SMOOTH SAILING.

Submitted by Kristen West

1. Take your pet on short trips prior to the big day to let him 
get used to traveling by car. 
2. Keep your pet safe in a secured, well-ventilated crate or carrier. 
It should be large enough for your pet to stand, sit, lie down 
and turn around.  Letting him have free range in the car not 
only puts him at risk, but it also poses a risk to your family if 
you were to stop suddenly. 
3. Never let your dog travel in the bed of a truck. Even if he is 
secured on a short line to prevent him falling or jumping out, 
your pet can experience discomfort from the weather and wind 
or sustain injury from debris. 
4. Feed your pet three or four hours prior to departure and avoid 
giving him any food or treats in the car. 
5. Never leave your pet in a parked vehicle, which can quickly 
become a furnace and cause heatstroke, even with open 
windows. In cold weather, the car holds the temperature like a 
refrigerator. 
6. Your pet’s microchip should be up-to-date and he should be 
wearing a flat collar and ID at all times. 
7. Bring a bowl and extra water in case you get stuck in the 
inevitable holiday traffic jam! 
8. Take lots of breaks to let your pet stretch his legs and relieve 
himself. It’s a great excuse to do some sight-seeing or pick up 
a fun treat for yourself! 
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WHAT ARE ALPHA GIRLS?
The term comes from a 2006 book of the same name by Dr. Dan 

Kindlon, a child psychologist at Harvard University.  Dr. Kindlon 
interviewed nearly 1,000 girls, in 6th through 12th grades, before 
writing the book.   In it, he describes Alpha Girls on the cusp of 
incredible achievement.

Statistics released by the National Assessment of Educational 
Progress (NAEP), from studies conducted by the U.S. Department 
of Education, seem to bear this out in terms of academics.  Girls 
consistently outperform boys in reading and writing: the 2004 NAEP 
reading scale results show that girls’ outscore boys by five points at age 
nine, 10 points at age 13, and 13 points by age 17.  Young women also 
head to college in larger numbers:  they currently encompass 58% of 
students enrolled in two- and four-year colleges.

“Young women are achieving more than young men,” says Dr. Linn 
Goldberg, a professor of medicine at Oregon Health and Science 
University.  Dr. Goldberg has conducted extensive studies on drug 
and alcohol use among adolescents. He says girls simply aren’t falling 
prey to the same pitfalls as boys. “They are less likely to be deviant and 
be engaged in many harmful behaviors, such as substance use and 
abuse,” he says. “[Or] be involved in altercations, be arrested, among 
other maladaptive actions.”

What’s more, says Dr. Kindlon, is that girls aren’t just succeeding, 
they’re doing so in a psychologically healthy manner. 

“Today, we have a generation of girls who have more psychological 
skills to play both the feminine roles and the roles that men played 
in the past,” says Dr. Kindlon. “They are poised to do great things.” 

HOW CAN PARENTS RESPOND?
Parents of Alpha Girls likely are proud when their daughters 

exhibit high achieving traits; some may think their girls aren’t prone 
to any particular problems.  Either way, it’s important for parents 
to convey the message that girls don’t have to be “perfect” to be 
successful and happy in life.

Teaching girls media literacy—how to evaluate the information 
they receive through television, magazines and other media—is one 
way to help them combat potentially harmful messages.  Several 
organizations offer parents tools to do this, including the Center for 
Media Literacy (www.medialit.org) and Commercial Alert  (www.
commercialalert.com).

Parents also have to be vigilant about being models of appropriate 
body image.  This means mothers, in particular, have to mean what 
they say when they talk with their daughters about their bodies.  A 
mother shouldn’t in one breath tell her daughter she is perfect and 
beautiful, then in the next make disparaging comments about her 
own body, says Ms. Martin.

Most important:  parents should focus on their daughter’s well 
being as well as her achievements—and consistently convey the 
message that there are myriad ways to be successful in life. 

“Help your daughter develop her potential,” says Dr. Diane 
Halpern, a psychology professor at Claremont McKenna College 
in California and the author of Sex Differences in Cognitive 
Abilities. “The only way parents can do that is to make sure that 
their daughters have a wide range of opportunities and know what 
their choices are.”
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www.CritterRidderTexas.com

Are Noises in your Attic driving you nuts?
Start your New Year Critter Free!

Central Texas’ Leading Removal & Exclusion Service

Humane & Chemical Free

ANIMAL CONTROL

15% OFF
Limited Time Offer - Call Today

AUSTIN METRO

512-363-8070
DON’T LOSE ANY MORE SLEEP. LET US GET THEM BEFORE THEY GET YOU!!!

Signed, Sealed, and Delivered:  Travis County Tax Bills for 
2012 Should Be In Your Hands!

If you own property in Travis County, chances are you already 
received a 2012 property tax bill. Over the past several weeks, 
269,550 bills hit mailboxes. And if you are among the 122,569 
homeowners who escrow through a mortgage company or lending 
institution, don’t worry, the mortgage company probably requested 
the bill and will pay your property taxes. But you might want to check 
with them to be sure. Anyone who needs a tax bill can download a 
copy at www.traviscountytax.org or call (512) 854-9473 to request 
a mailed copy.

"All taxpayers or their mortgage companies should have received 
their bills,” said Travis County Tax Collector Tina Morton. 
“Especially for owners of multiple properties, this is the time of year 
to make sure you have received the bills for all of your properties."

The deadline to pay 2012 property taxes is January 31, 2013. 
Morton said many taxpayers want the advantage of federal tax 
deductions that require taxes be paid by the end of the year. Any 
payment postmarked by December 31 will be recorded as a December 
payment regardless of when the payment arrives by mail. Payments 
can be made in person at any of the five tax office locations during 

normal business hours. Taxpayers can deposit checks or money orders 
in the tax office drop box after hours or pay online by credit card at 
www.traviscountytax.org by midnight, December 31.

“Some taxpayers believe that if they do not receive a bill, they are 
not liable for tax payment," Morton said.  “Taxpayers are responsible 
for requesting a tax bill if they do not receive one.”

Seniors and disabled taxpayers may take advantage of a special 
provision in the law that allows for four installment payments with 
no penalty and interest provided payments are made before February 
1, April 1, June 1 and August 1. Last year 3,943 eligible property 
owners participated in the program.  Senior and disabled taxpayers 
interested in the installment payment plan should call (512) 854-
9473 for details.

 One of the most common questions this time of year concerns 
the ability to pay taxes. "If you can't pay any or all of your tax bill, 
please call or come in to our main office on Airport Boulevard and 
make payment arrangements," Morton recommended. “You don’t 
need to wait until the deadline. We can assist taxpayers even before 
the bill becomes delinquent.” (Continued on Page 6)

Submitted by Tina Morton, Travis County Tax Assessor-Collector & Voter Registrar
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Do what you love . . . 
Don’t let allergies keep you and your child indoors this winter.  
Let the allergy and immunology specialists at The Austin 
Diagnostic Clinic help you enjoy the season without sneezin’.  

Call 512-901-4052 or visit ADClinic.com.

My Health.  My Doctor.  My ADC.

The Austin Diagnostic Clinic 
Circle C
Allergy  EasyCare  Family Practice  
Pediatrics   Podiatry
512-460-3404   ADClinic.com

ADC Circle C
welcomes
Carmen Gupta, MD 
to Family Practice 
and EasyCare
Accepting new
patients.
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   MASSAGE | FACIALS | WAXING

®

MASSAGE AND FACIAL  SPA

SpA 
GIFt CArdS

$10off*

SpA GIFt  
pACkAGES

$20off*

*$10 off AND $20 off valid for guest priced gift cards 
excluding waxing and cash denomination purchases.
offers may not be combined. Prices may vary by location. 
No cash value.  Expires 12-31-2012
©2012 Hand & Stone franchise Corp. 
frANCHiSES AvAilAblE.  iNDEPENDENtly owNED & oPErAtED.

t he P erfect G ift... 
at a price that’s very merry.

•Spa Packages Available
•Open 7 Days
•Walk-ins Welcome
•Extended Hours

grand opening

Austin
512-892-1888

4301 W. William Cannon
Behind Five Guys Burgers and Fries

handandstone.com

open 7 days
Extended Hours

walk ins welcome 

 The Travis County Tax Office main location is 5501 Airport 
Boulevard, between Koenig Lane and 531 1/2 Street.  The office 
opens at 7:30 a.m. and closes at 5:30 p.m., Monday through Friday. 
Drive-through service is available.

 Satellite offices open at 8:00 a.m. and close at 5:00 p.m. and 
include the following locations

• East Austin – 4705 Heflin Lane at Springdale and MLK Blvd 
(drive-through service)

• Oak Hill Office – 8656 Highway 71W Building B, second floor
• Pflugerville Office – 15822 Foothill Farms Loop (drive-through 

service)
• Southeast Office – 4011 McKinney Falls Parkway (drive-through 

service)
 Call (512) 854-9473 for assistance.

(Continued from Page 4)
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SUDOKU

Sudoku
The goal is to fill in the grid so that every row, every column, and

every 3x3 box contains the digits 1 through 9. Each digit may
appear only once in each row, each column, and each 3x3 box.

© 2006. Feature Exchange

Sudoku
The challenge is to fill every row across, every column down, and every
3x3 box with the digits 1 through 9. Each 1 through 9 digit must appear
only once in each row across, each column down, and each 3x3 box.

© 2006. Feature Exchange
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(Continued on Page 8)

As I walked through the Dog Adoption Center at Austin Pets Alive 
for the first time a month ago, I admit that I was nervous about 
what I would find when I entered the external hallways housing the 
organizations adoptable dogs. Nervous because the last time I visited 
the animal center at Town Lake Austin was still a kill city and the 
experience left me worried and anxious about whether or not the 
animals I came into contact with would still be alive the next day. I 
took a deep breath and walked through the bright red door.

On the other side I found a large open courtyard with several 
fenced in play areas, each occupied with potential adopters getting 
to know one of the organization’s adoptable dogs. Encouraging staff 
and volunteers hustled from one part of the courtyard to the next 
tending to the needs and nourishment of the 150 (give or take) dogs 
housed at APA’s Town Lake Center. I took my time and walked 
through each part of the dog adoption area- observing the color coded 
signage (green for walkable and red for adoption counselor assistance) 
and short vignettes describing each dog. I paused at the pen holding 
“Barbie” and read her story carefully. She is a nine year old pit mix 
whose family of seven years had recently moved on without her; she 
had spent her first few nights in the shelter trembling. My heart broke. 
I put my hand to the chain linked gate fence, a small effort to ease her 

anxiousness. It was greeted by a cold nose that timidly sniffed at the 
flesh of my overturned palm. Gradually that shy initial contact gave 
way to tongue licks and tail wags. There are so many stories and so 
many animals looking for homes. I breathed a sigh of relief – Barbie 
would still be alive tomorrow. So much hope. But, hope that needs 
constant tending by the community – a hope sprung from donations, 
volunteers, foster families and, perhaps most importantly, adopters. 

Adoptions are the bread and butter of animal rescue organizations 
like Austin Pets Alive. The best possible outcome is to see animals find 
good, loving forever homes so that more animals can be rescued – and 
in APA’s case, particularly from shelters where adoptable pets are at 
risk of euthanasia. In putting together the photos for this essay, I was 
privileged to speak with several individuals and families considering 
adoption from Austin Pets Alive. I met one family who had recently 
lost their young boxer. They weren’t sure they were ready for a new 
pet, but they were at least ready to start looking. I talked with one 
couple who were excitedly adopting an 8 week old puppy – a sibling 
for their 14 month old dog and their second adoption from Austin 
Pets Alive. I had the pleasure of photographing them as they met 
their puppy for the first time. I met a single mom looking for a dog 

Think Adoption
by Sarah Bremer 

ORTHODONTICS
Central Texas

smile with con�dence

Brian St. Louis, DDS, MS George Cantu, DDS, MS

3413 W. Slaughter Lane
 Austin, TX 78748

  512-292-1910

CTORTHODONTICS.com

W Slaughter Lane

William Cannon Dr

N

Our O�ce

Circle C Bowie
High School

W Slaughter Lane

B
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d
ie

 L
n

MO
PA

C  
(1)

17 years of dedicated service in Southwest Austin

Come visit us for
 a complimentary exam and
 meet our wonderful team     

Affordable Payment OptionsFun & Friendly Environment Quality Care

18 years of dedicated service in Southwest Austin
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Oak Hill United Methodist Church 

Come Home for Christmas
Children’s Mini-Musical - Sunday, December 9 - 8:45 & 11:15 a.m.

Christmas Worship Services - Monday, December 24
Family Christmas Service led by the Children - 5:00 p.m.
 Candlelight Service with the Chancel Choir - 7:00 p.m.

Pathways Contemporary Service with Holy Communion - 9:00 p.m.
Candlelight Service with Holy Communion - 11:00 p.m.

Oak Hill United Methodist Church is located on Hwy. 290, just west of the Hwy. 290/Hwy. 71 split 
(“the Y”) in Oak Hill. We are directly across from the ACC Pinnacle Campus. Visit our website at 

www.oakhillumc.org or call 288-3836 for more information.  7815 Hwy. 290 W., Austin, TX 78736

Worship With Us! All Are Welcome!

8:45 a.m. Blended Worship Service
10 a.m. Pathways Contemporary Praise Worship Service

11:15 a.m. Traditional Worship Service

Join us SUNDAYS for Vibrant Worship with Inspiring Music and a Positive Message 

that would be able to keep up with her nine year old son. I made 
the acquaintance of Max, Sasha and Katie who were excitedly waiting 
with APA foster parents, Monica Delgado and Chelsea Ruiz, for their 
mom to complete the adoption paperwork for Butterfly. The people 
I spoke with had any number of reasons for adopting a pet, but the 
two (perhaps the obvious two) that stood out were to save a life and 
to be a part of something larger than one person or one animal.

With cold weather moving in, the holidays fast approaching and 
recent funding and inspection issues for Austin Pets Alive (for more 
information, visit http://www.austinpetsalive.org) the organization 
hopes that you’ll be interested in adoption as a way to grow your 
family. The adoption process is informative and thorough and any 
one of the organization’s adoption counselors will enthusiastically 
and empathetically guide you through the process. For APA, one 
adoption is one more life that can be saved and one more step to 
maintaining Austin’s No Kill Status. If you’re looking for a new pet, 
consider stopping by APA’s Town Lake Animal Center or any one 
of their off-site adoption locations. Counselors will work with you 
to find a pet that matches your needs and personality, advise you on 
everything from veterinary care to potty training, work with you to 
address any behavioral concerns that may be facing your potential 
companion and provide you with phone numbers to offer you 
assistance of all kinds. 

If you’re contemplating a new pet for your family, consider 
adoption and consider Austin Pets Alive. Save a life. Be a part of 
something BIG.

(Continued from Page 7)
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Shipping & much, much more
9600 Escarment Blvd.

Suite 745  Austin, TX 78749

M-F 8:00 AM to 6:00 PM
SAT. 9:00 AM to 3:00 PM
SUN. Closed

SERVICESSERVICES
UPS, FedEx, USPS
Packing Supplies
B&W/Color Copier
eBay® Consignment
Private Mailboxes
Cards & Gifts
Wine Shipping
Notary
Shredding
Fax Sevice
Computer Repair

Slaughter Ln. Es
ca

rpm
en

t B
lvd

.Postmark’d
Starbucks

512.301.3484 • postmarkd.com

GET YOUR KIDS
INTO THE 
GAME

SOUTHWEST FAMILY YMCA 
6219 Oakclaire Dr. & Hwy 290
AustinYMCA.org l 891-YMCA

The Southwest YMCA helps kids learn about 

developing healthy habits. The benefits are 

far greater than physical health. Whether it’s 

gaining the confidence that comes from learing 

to swim or building the positive relationships 

that lead to good sportsmanship and teamwork, 

participating in programs at the Y is about 

building the whole child from the inside out. 

YOUTH SPORTS 
REGISTRATION 

OPEN THRU DECEMBER

GriefShare is a faith-based weekly seminar and support 
group for people who are grieving the death of someone close 
to them. The GriefShare program also offers “Surviving the 
Holidays,” a special two-hour workshop that helps grieving 
persons face the holiday season. This year, Manchaca United 
Methodist Church will offer “Surviving the Holidays”  
Sunday, December 2nd from 2~4 p.m. at 1011 West FM 
1626.

If you or someone you know is facing the holiday season 
while grieving the loss of a loved one, please come join us.  
Nancy Zaloga and Susan Feldkamp will lead both sessions.

Griefshare
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Think of your happy place.

Follow us for updates and specials at both locations!

Don’t be surprised if you find it right here. 

Our experienced team will go out of their 
way to make sure you’re happy, comfortable 
and completely relaxed at every visit. Our  
family-friendly practice uses the most  
advanced dental techniques so you can  
always expect painless treatments and a 
healthy, beautiful smile. Visit us in our new  
Circle C Ranch location and find your happy 
place...it’s closer than you think. 

Our CirCle C lOCatiOn is 
nOw Open!

to schedule a visit with free consult, 
call 512.467.4722.

parkside Village, 5701 slaughter lane, 
suite B120

Family & Cosmetic Dentistry 
3345 Bee Caves, Suite 102B   512.329.5250  

5701 Slaughter Lane, Suite B120   512.467-4722
   theaustindentist.com

At no time will any source be allowed to use The Village Gazette's contents, or 
loan said contents, to others in anyway, shape or form, nor in any media, website, 
print, film, e-mail, electrostatic copy, fax, or etc. for the purpose of solicitation, 
commercial use, or any use for profit, political campaigns, or other self amplification, 
under penalty of law without written or expressed permission from Peel, Inc. The 
information in the Village Gazette is exclusively for the private use of Peel, Inc.

DISCLAIMER: Articles and ads in this newsletter express the opinions of their 
authors and do not necessarily reflect the opinions of Peel, Inc. or its employees. 
Peel, Inc. is not responsible for the accuracy of any facts stated in articles submitted 
by others. The publisher also assumes no responsibility for the advertising content 
with this publication. All warranties and representations made in the advertising 
content are solely that of the advertiser and any such claims regarding its content 
should be taken up with the advertiser.
* The publisher assumes no liability with regard to its advertisers for misprints or 
failure to place advertising in this publication except for the actual cost of such 
advertising.
* Although every effort is taken to avoid mistakes and/or misprints, the publisher 
assumes no responsibility for any errors of information or typographical mistakes, 
except as limited to the cost of advertising as stated above or in the case of 
misinformation, a printed retraction/correction.
* Under no circumstances shall the publisher be held liable for incidental or 
consequential damages, inconvenience, loss of business or services, or any other 
liabilities from failure to publish, or from failure to publish in a timely manner, 
except as limited to liabilities stated above.

NOT AVAILABLE
ONLINE
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INGREDIENTS:
• 1 C butter, softened
• 1/2 C powdered sugar
• 1 t vanilla
• 2 1/4 C all-purpose flour

• 3/4 C finely chopped pecans
• 1/4 t salt
• Powdered Sugar to roll in

DIRECTIONS: 
Preheat the oven to 400 degrees.   Cream butter with 1/2 C 

powdered sugar and vanilla in a large bowl.  Stir in flour, nuts and 
salt until the dough holds together.   With clean hands, roll dough 
into 1 inch balls and place about 1 inch apart on an ungreased 
cookie sheet.   Bake 10 - 12 minutes or until set but not brown.   
Remove from cookie sheet, cool slightly, then roll the warm cookies 
in powdered sugar.  This makes about 40 cookies.

Whether you call them Mexican Wedding Cookies or Russian Tea 
Cakes, these treasures will melt in your mouth!   Always on our 

Christmas Cookie making list, there are so many variations of the 
recipe.   What I am sharing with you today is the best of my best - 

tweaked here and there - but with amazing results.

BUSINESS CLASSIFIEDS
OFFICE SUITES AVAILABLE Private office suites in Oak 
Hill! 10x12 with window and access to two conference rooms. 
One story building. $300/month. Free Wireless. Contact Rafe 
Jackson 217-3171.. 

Business classifieds (offering a service or product line for profit) 
are $50, limit 40 words, please contact Peel, Inc. Sales Office @ 
512-263-9181 or advertising@PEELinc.com.

Personal classifieds (one time sell items, such as a used bike...) run at 
no charge to Village at Western Oak residents, limit 30 words, please 
e-mail VillageGazette@PEELinc.com.

We want to hear from you! Email 
VillageGazette@PEELinc.com to let the community know!

Do You Have Reason to Celebrate?
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Each year, neglected and abused children 
in the Austin area must be removed from their 
homes by Child Protective Services caseworkers. 

Separations occur all year, but it is especially 
difficult during the holidays. Partnerships for 
Children is making a difference in the lives of 
these children and we invite you to join us by 
participating in our Holiday Wishes program.

512.834.4756
holidaywishes@partnershipsforchildren.org

GET INVOLVED:
 ✓ SPONSOr a child by 

purchasing items from their 
wish list

 ✓ MAkE a donation and we will 
shop for you

 ✓ DONATE general gifts for 
children that are not matched 
with community donors

 ✓ OrGANIzE a drive to collect 
gifts commonly requested on 
children’s wish lists

Thank you for your support!

With your help, how many children can we impact this year?  
Please contact us at:

HOLIDAyWishes2012

SHOW OFF
YOUR SUPERHERO
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We have art classes for all ages. We offer a true Fine 
arts education using professional quality art supplies.   
Denise Dews is an award winning art educator that has 
been teaching art for 20 years to aspiring artist of all 
ages. In addition to our Fine arts classes we also have 
the following activities available:
Toddler Arts  Home School Art Classes  Art Portfolio 
Development and Assistance  Various Artsy Workshops  
Arty Parties  Ladies Night Out  Fun and Flirty Couples 
Date Night with Art  Saturday Afternoon with Art-Walk 
Ins  We also have a gallery space with art for sale, 
Unique Gifts, Art Arrangements and Art Kits.  

Buy someone the gift of art this 
holiday...gift certiFIcates available.

After-School 

Classes Available

 

 

 
 

 

P090106 04/09
VW State Farm Mutual Automobile Insurance Company, State Farm Indemnity Company, Bloomington, IL

Being
there
is why
I’m here.

Lee Ann LaBorde, Agent
8400 Brodie Lane, Suite 105

Austin, TX 78745
Bus: (512) 282-3100

www.leeannlaborde.net
Hablamos Español

Get discounts up to

I’m always looking for ways
to make your car insurance dollars
work harder. Like a good
neighbor, State Farm is there.
CALL FOR A QUOTE 24/7

40%

®

CROSSWORD PUZZLE
ACROSS
1. Charge 
5. Syrian bishop 
9. Against 
10. Landing 
11. Leaves 
12. Boom box 
13. Allure 
15. African antelope 
16. Polite 
18. Leafy green 
21. Marry 
22. Esophagus 
26. Woken 
28. Goad 
29. Type of tooth 
30. Refer 
31. Posttraumatic stress     

disorder 
32. Sieve

DOWN
1. Nativity scene piece 
2. Competition at the Greek  

games 
3. Capital of the Ukraine 
4. Symbol 
5. Expression of surprise 
6. Emblem 
7. Pickle juice 
8. A ball out of bounds (2 wds.) 
10. Twist violently 
14. Ripper 
17. Strums 
18. Slough 
19. Ross ___, philanthropist 
20. Gods 
23. Brand of sandwich cookie 
24. Seaweed substance 
25. Cabana 
27. Blue

© 2006. Feature ExchangeView answers online at www.peelinc.com

ACROSS
1. Syllables used in songs (2 wds.) 
5. Dress 
9. Time periods 
10. Satan 
11. Tap in lightly 
12. Adult insect 
13. Prioress 
15. Today 
16. Chapel 
18. 10,000 squared meters 
21. Cutting tool 
22. Scents 
26. Small herring 
28. Two 
29. Fish tank dweller 
30. Volcano 
31. Otherwise 
32. Hold 

DOWN
1. Soft white cheese 
2. Arabian 
3. Mutton 
4. Facet 
5. Jewel 
6. __ -garde 
7. Severity 
8. Wispy 
10. Render harmless 
14. Soft drink brand 
17. Lacked 
18. Hurry 
19. Deport 
20. Tic tac's competitor 
23. Pear shaped instrument 
24. Alley 
25. Close the door hard 
27. Be

Crossword Puzzle

© 2007. Feature Exchange

ACROSS
1. Syllables used in songs (2 wds.) 
5. Dress 
9. Time periods 
10. Satan 
11. Tap in lightly 
12. Adult insect 
13. Prioress 
15. Today 
16. Chapel 
18. 10,000 squared meters 
21. Cutting tool 
22. Scents 
26. Small herring 
28. Two 
29. Fish tank dweller 
30. Volcano 
31. Otherwise 
32. Hold 

DOWN
1. Soft white cheese 
2. Arabian 
3. Mutton 
4. Facet 
5. Jewel 
6. __ -garde 
7. Severity 
8. Wispy 
10. Render harmless 
14. Soft drink brand 
17. Lacked 
18. Hurry 
19. Deport 
20. Tic tac's competitor 
23. Pear shaped instrument 
24. Alley 
25. Close the door hard 
27. Be

© 2007. Feature Exchange
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Your Neighborhood Dentist: Dr. Pham lives, contributes and participates in Circle C.
  Get your smile ready for the holidays! Call us NOW to avoid the year-end rush!

SEND US YOUR 
Event 

Pictures!!
 Do you have a picture of an event that 
you would like to run in this newsletter?  
Send it to us and we will publish it in 
the next issue.  

Email the picture to villagegazette@
peelinc.com.  Be sure to include the 
text that you would like to have as the 
caption.  

Pictures will appear in color online at 
www.PEELinc.com.
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www.gotoaustinhomes.com

Lori Goto, ABR, CNE, CRS, e-PRO

REALTOR®

512.461.1577

SOUTHWEST AUSTIN REAL ESTATE UPDATE
December 2012

SOUTHWEST AUSTIN  
NEIGHBORHOOD MARKET UPDATE

WHAT MY CLIENTS
ARE SAYING
“Lori Goto was exceptional! We were and are very pleased 
with the outcome of Lori’s efforts in selling our home. 
She is very professional and caring. Given our situation 
as remote sellers, Lori was very generous, gave us good 
advice and much needed support in getting our house 
ready for selling. My husband and I highly recommend 
Lori. Thanks Lori!”  
– Harpreet and Yadvender Kang

Western Oaks Market Stats (as of Nov 1, 2012)

    2011          2012

Total Home Sales:    148          146

Median Sold Price:   $252,500        $268,250

Median Sold Price per Sq. Ft:          $115.58          $124.33

Median Days on Market for sales:     25          7

Active Listings             19

Median Asking Price:            $269,000

Median Price Per Sq. Ft.:            $125.33

Median Days on Market:            28

Information on this flyer is deemed to be accurate, but it is not guaranteed.

ASK ME HOW YOU CAN RECEIVE A FREE STAGING CONSULTATION OR EMAIL ME TO RECEIVE A MONTHLY ENEWSLETTER
512.461.1577 | lorigoto@realtyaustin.com | gotoaustinhomes.com

Thank you for coming to the Movie in the Park at Dick 
Nichols! We appreciate your support for our teachers in 
our community! You helped raise $120.00 for the local 
schools!

COMMUNITY EVENTS

The #1 online resource for home searches

RealtyAustin.com is one of the most used home search websites in Austin. 
In 2011, realtyaustin.com was visited 7 times more than any other local real 
estate website for homes online.  That means more exposure for your home to 
potential buyers!
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