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HOA Dues Reminder
If you opted for the deferred payment plan, the remainder
of your HOA payment is due.
You will be able to pay the balance of $271 on or before
Monday, July 1st 2013 without interest or penalties.
If you do not pay in full by July 1, 2013 the Association will
void the deferral and charge all interest and late fees under the
Association credit policy.
NO REMINDER INVOICES WILL BE SENT.
If you are unable to pay your assessment, please contact
PCMI immediately.

to all of the
Northlake Forest Dads!
Northlake Forest Pool Hours
June 2013
Full time beginning June 6th

Day(s)				Pool Times
Monday				CLOSED
Tuesday-Saturday			
11:00 a.m. – 8:00 p.m.
Sunday				
12:00 p.m. – 8:00 p.m.
Copyright © 2013 Peel, Inc.

Planned Community Management, Inc.
T: +1 281 870 0585

Special Announcements
Congratulations to our daughter, Laura Schulz. She will
graduate from Cy-Woods on June 7th and will attend Texas
State University in the fall. We love you and are so proud of
you kiddo. Love, Mom, Andy and Byron
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NORTHLAKE FOREST
COMMITTEES
LANDSCAPE COMMITTEE
Chair................................................................ Chuck Dale
Board Liaison........................................................Paul Rath
Lead...........................................................Dick Cummings
FACILITIES MAINTENANCE
Chair....................................................................Paul Rath
Board Liaison......................................... Russell McPherson
POOL & TENNIS COURTS- COMMITTEE
Chair..................................................... Russell McPherson
Board Liaison......................................... Russell McPherson
SAFETY/NEIGHBORHOOD WATCH COMMITTEE
Chair............................................................... Kelly Moore
Board Liaison........................................................Paul Rath
EVENTS COMMITTEE
Chair.............................................................. Kelly Moore
Newsletter and Board Liaison.................. Wendy McCurley
ARCHITECTURAL REVIEW COMMITTEE
Chair.............................................................. Fred Vasquez		
Board Liaison .................................................... Dan Daues
NEWSLETTER
Chair................................ Chanda Serhus/Charlotte Smith
Newsletter and Board Liaison...............................Paul Rath
WELCOME
Chair.................................................. Maureen Cummings
VOLUNTEERS NEEDED
All of our committees are seeking volunteers to help continue
making our community a fun place to be. Just a little bit of your
time can go a long way. If you are willing to help, in any way,
please contact a board member with your interest.

NEWSLETTER INFO
EDITOR
Charlotte Smith................................. csmith14207@att.net
CO-EDITOR
Chanda Serhus.................................... cserhus@gmail.com
PUBLISHER
Peel, Inc........................ www.PEELinc.com, 512-263-9181
Advertising................................ advertising@PEELinc.com
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IMPORTANT NUMBERS
EMERGENCY NUMBERS
Ambulance/Fire/Police.................................................. 911
Poison Control .........................................1-800-222-1222
NON-EMERGENCY NUMBERS
Constable, Precinct 4 ................................
Harris County Sheriff ...............................
Cy-Fair Volunteer Fire Department...........
Cypress Substation ....................................

(281) 376-3472
(713) 221-6000
(281) 550-6663
(281) 376-2997

GOVERNMENT NUMBERS
Animal Control ........................................ (281) 999-3191
Health Department .................................. (281) 439-6290
Harris County Commissioner Precinct 4
Jerry Eversole - Community Assistance Office ..(713) 755-6444
Harris County Appraisal District ...............(713) 957-7800
Social Security.......................................... ..(800) 772-1213
Department of Public Safety (Grant Rd).....(281)-890-5440
Department of Public Safety (Hempstead)...(979)-826-4066
POST OFFICE
USPS (Cypress) .........................................(281) 373-9013
LIBRARY
NW Harris County Library (Lonestar College) ... (281) 618-5400
Barbara Bush Library (Cypress Creek)...........(281) 376-4610
SCHOOLS
Administrative Offices .............................. (281) 897-4000
Farney Elementary .................................... (281) 373-2850
Goodson Middle School ............................(281) 373-2350
Cy-Woods High School .............................(281) 213-1800
UTILITIES
Northwest M.U.D. No. 10
(Setup service/billing) ................................(281) 579-4500
Northwest M.U.D. No. 10 (Repair) ............ 281) 398-8211
Best Trash
(Trash can request/time schedules) .............(281) 561-5646
Centerpoint (Gas) ......................................(713) 207-7777

ADVERTISING
Please support the advertisers that make the Northlake Forest
Herald possible. If you would like to support the newsletter by
advertising, please contact our sales office at 512-263-9181 or
advertising@PEELinc.com. The advertising deadline is the 8th
of the month prior to the issue.

Copyright © 2013 Peel, Inc.
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SUMMER WEED and
ALGAE GROWTH
Mac McCune

As you may be aware, over the past few weeks, algae and weeds
have begun to explode just about everywhere. There are several
reasons for this, primarily all the rain we had which brought in
fresh nutrients and, now that the rains are over, hot temperatures,
lots of sun and almost no wind. Lakes and ponds could not
be in a better position for weed and algae growth. The bottom
line is that algae and weeds cannot be eradicated or prevented
from growing, only controlled. The products we have available
to use must be approved for aquatic use by the EPA. However,
for the EPA to approve a product such as this, the products are
very mild in efficacy and, in truth, do not perform as well as
they should given their expensive cost. Unfortunately, we have
no alternatives. There are only eight active ingredients in the
entire world approved by the EPA for aquatic use. And, there
are many species of weeds and algae that are highly resistant,
if not totally resistant, to these products. When these species
emerge, we can only treat them over time in an effort to slow
their growth and reproduction.
When growth is abundant, the only way to effectively control
growth is by multiple, on-going applications on a very frequent
basis. Aquatic weeds and algae can literally explode overnight.
If, for example, we only make once a month or twice a month
visits, it is almost impossible to stay ahead of the growth this
time of year and under these conditions. Even weekly visits may
not be enough if your goal is to have “swimming pool” water.
When you chemically treat aquatic growth, you are treating a
symptom not solving the source(s) of the problem. These sources
can be lack of winter, excessive rainfall, clear water, fertile water,
warm water and sunlight.
Another major factor is dissolved oxygen. The warmer the
water the less oxygen it holds. If your lake or pond has little or
no mechanical aeration and is dependant on heat and windgenerated current, then oxygen levels can become dangerously
low this time of year. As weeds and algae die from being treated,
the decomposing process causes an even further loss of oxygen.
Therefore, treating weeds and algae can cause a significant
oxygen crash thus suffocating fish and, even more importantly,

Copyright © 2013 Peel, Inc.

benthic organisms that live in the bottom muds and are crucial
to utilizing organic matter that enters the water. Even with
mechanical aeration, if enough plants are treated at one time,
oxygen levels can crash as well. This time of year, if you treat
just enough to keep the oxygen levels from crashing, you likely
cannot treat enough to get ahead of the growth which then
becomes overabundant. We perform dissolved oxygen tests
each time before we treat. If the levels are low (<6.0 mg/l),
we do not treat unless authorized by the customer. Many
chemical manufacturers recommend “split-treatments” during
the summer to help reduce this risk. Unfortunately, waiting
two weeks between treatments allows the untreated areas to
virtually grow back into the previously treated areas.
If you quit putting chlorine in a swimming pool, algae
will grow and very fast at that. This is nature and we cannot
use chlorine in lakes and ponds. We can put a man on the
moon but no one has the technology to prevent weed and
algae growth. Likewise, no one has a magic potion that can
be applied to turn the lake or pond into a “swimming pool”.
Unfortunately, nature does not care about marketing or
people’s impression that the lake or pond resembles a swamp.
In fact, that is exactly what nature tries to due. Nature has a
pre-chartered course for all lake and ponds whether natural or
man-made and that course is not conducive to urbanization.
If you want or already have clear water, you will have weeds
and algae no matter how much chemical you apply. These
products only treat what is there, biodegrade within a day or
two and do nothing to keep the weeds from growing back.
What we try to do, this time of year, is to control the growth
from taking over the entire body of water, not eradicate
it. Imagine the cost if you had to maintain a 5 or 10-acre
swimming pool. As summer winds down and the growing
season comes to an end, usually in October, growth will slow
and the water will cool and hold more oxygen allowing us to
treat more effectively. Until then, we are working extremely
hard and long hours to try and keep your lakes and ponds
looking as good as possible.
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Cypress-Tomball
Democrats Meeting

Features Harris County Chairman

The next Cypress-Tomball Democrats monthly meeting
will be on Tuesday, June 18th, 2013. It will be held at
Rudy’s Grill & Cantina, 11760 Grant Rd., Cypress, TX
77429, from 6:30 to 8:00 p.m.
June’s guest speaker will be Lane Lewis, who is the
chairman of the Harris County Democratic Party. He
will discuss “Engage 365” which is the Harris County
Democratic Party’s new non-election season, civic
engagement program, designed to keep Democrats active
and engaged in the community by taking part in civicoriented, community service projects in communities and
neighborhoods.
All are welcome to attend and to join this growing club,
which meets on the third Tuesday of every month. For
more information, visit the website at www.cytomdems.
com or contact Glenn Etienne at cytomdems@yahoo.com.

Crimson Cadette
Drill Team
Dance Clinic

The Cy-Woods Crimson Cadettes Drill Team will host
their 8th annual dance clinic for K – 12 from 8:30 a.m. to
11:30 a.m. on August 14 – 16. This is a major fund-raiser
for the cadettes and enables them to participate in activities
throughout the 2013-2014 school year. Please register by
July 31, 2013 to get the Pre- Registration price of $55 which
includes dance technique, specially choreographed routines
for each age group, a t-shirt, drinks and snacks each day
and a picture for each participant. Showoffs will be held
the last day at 11:30 a.m. For more information email
meh11@sbcglobal.net. Or check out our website at www.
crimsoncadettes.com On the website, you will find a sign-up
form and a link to PayPal for easy payment.
WHEN: August 14-16, 8:30 – 11:30
WHERE: Cypress Woods High School

DIRECTV is rolling out
the RED CARPET

Brilliant Energy Texas OUC #10140

Pricing exclusively
for Residents

DIRECTV
Prices starting at

$29.99

Easy Online Sign-Up at

BrilliantElectricity.com
USE “NEIGHBORHOOD NEWSLETTER” AS REFERRAL

BRILLIANT ENERGY = SERIOUSLY LOW RATES
FREE 5 tuner Genie HD/DVR

FREE Installation

Instant rebate on all packages

Up to 3 FREE additional
HD client boxes

Record, watch and playback in
HD from any room

FREE HBO, Cinemax, Starz
& Showtime for 3 months

Mention this ad for your VIP deal.
CALL NOW!

1.888.799.0512
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BRILLIANT ENERGY’S ELECTRICITY RATES CHALLENGE
THE RATES OF EVERY OTHER PROVIDER IN TEXAS!
LOCK-IN A LOW ELECTRICITY RATE FOR
UP TO 3 YEARS
BRILLIANT ENERGY IS RECOMMENDED BY TEXAS ENERGY
ANALYST, ALAN LAMMEY THE HOST OF THE “ENERGY
WEEK” RADIO SHOW ON NEWSTALK 1070 KNTH!
Ask the “Energy Analyst”

281.658.0395

GREAT BUSINESS RATES TOO!
Copyright © 2013 Peel, Inc.
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Travel the World

DON’T WANT TO WAIT
FOR THE MAIL?

without Leaving Your Hometown by
Hosting a Foreign Exchange Student

View the current issue of the Northlake Forest Herald on
the 1st day of each month at www.PEELinc.com

By Heather Wells
Who hasn’t dreamed about walking among the Egyptian pyramids,
or soaking in the sun on a beach in Spain, or wandering along the
Great Wall of China? Every parent wants to give their children a taste
of the world, but the economic reality of international air travel for
a family, not to mention hotels, passports and food, makes it tough
for most of us to consider except in our daydreams.
There is a way to give your children the world – without leaving
your living room. How? Host a foreign exchange student from a
country you’ve always admired! Fascinated by France? Curious
about China? Intrigued by India? By welcoming an international
student from one of these countries into your home, you instantly
open a portal to a far off land.
“My husband and I have been hosting for the past three years

Father’s Day is
Rachael’s Attention
Sunday June 16th
Retailer:
oo

$2 OFF

Please note that Hallmark has developed new brand iden
reflected in the logos provided on this page and in the ad
your store name reproduced in 18 point Gill Sans regula
Please do not run the Hallmark logo along with your sto
to incorporate the logo in a specific graphic manner.

any $10 purchase

www. facebook.com/RachaelsHallmark

(Continued on Page 6)

Amy Nabors

Andrea Wiley

Bridget Smith

Carmen Fujimoto

Catherine Ellis

7/15/13
Note: Hallmark colorsexpires
are Gold
(PMS 130) and Plum
*Not to be combined with any other offers or used on sale merchandise

12312 Barker Cypress @ 290 • 281-256-9800

Clint Nabors

Cynthia Vinson

Debra Schaffner

Greg Stephens

WE’RE JUST AROUND
THE CORNER

heritagetexas.com
Fourteen Offices Strong To Better Serve You

281.463.4131

25250 NW Freeway, Suite 200 Cypress, Texas 77429

JC Payne

Joel Braswell

Copyright © 2013 Peel, Inc.

Mark Ellis

Monica Sinha

Ron Liechty

Shannon Lester

Tiffany Nolan

Tina Fife

Michele Verwold
Vice President of Sales
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Travel The World (Continued from Page 5)

and have enjoyed every minute of it!” said Vicki Odom, an Ayusa
host mom from Pearland, Texas. “The various students we’ve had
in our home have taught us a great deal about their home countries.
The students also love learning about life in Texas and participate
in a good deal on community service. Their latest service projects
was volunteering to be Super Scoopers at the San Antonio Battle of
Flowers Parade.”
Foreign exchange students come from all over the world. Ayusa
matches host families with students from more than 60 different
countries including Argentina, China, Ecuador, Egypt, France,
Germany, Japan, Lebanon, Norway, Pakistan, Sweden, Thailand,
Tunisia and Turkey. All high school foreign exchange students are
fully insured, bring their own spending money, and are proficient
in English – and all high school exchange programs are regulated by
the U.S. Department of State.
“We welcome host families of all shapes and sizes – families with
young children, families with no children, empty nesters whose
children have left home, single parents and non-traditional families,”
says Connie Coutu, Regional Manager of Ayusa, a non-profit that
promoting global learning and leadership through foreign exchange
and study abroad opportunities for high school students. “The key
requirements for a host family are to provide a safe and nurturing
home environment, genuinely love children, and have a desire to

6
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learn more about a different culture.”
Volunteer host families provide foreign exchange students a
nurturing environment, three meals a day and a bedroom (either
private or shared with a host sibling of the same gender). Each
host family and student is supported by a professionally trained
community representative who works with the family and student for
the entire program. All interested host families must pass a criminal
background check and a home visit by an exchange organization.
Interested host families are required to fill out an application, pass
a background check and interview with a local exchange program
representative in their homes. Once accepted to a program, host
families can view profiles of students to find the right match for
their family.
“Hosting an exchange student is a life-changing experience – for
the student, the host family, and the host community,” says Coutu.
“There is no better way to teach your children about the world
around them than through welcoming an international high school
student into your home.”
Ayusa is currently accepting applications for families to host
an exchange student for the 2012 – 2013 school year. For more
information about hosting a high school foreign exchange student,
please contact Ayusa at 1.888.552.9872 or by visiting the website
at www.ayusa.org.

Copyright © 2013 Peel, Inc.

Northlake Forest
At no time will any source be allowed to use the Northlake Forest Herald's
contents, or loan said contents, to others in anyway, shape or form, nor in
any media, website, print, film, e-mail, electrostatic copy, fax, or etc. for
the purpose of solicitation, commercial use, or any use for profit, political
campaigns, or other self amplification, under penalty of law without written
or expressed permission from Peel, Inc. The information in the Plum Creek
Press is exclusively for the private use of the Plum Creek HOA and Peel, Inc.

NOT AVAILABLE
ONLINE

DISCLAIMER: Articles and ads in this newsletter express the opinions
of their authors and do not necessarily reflect the opinions of Peel, Inc.
or its employees. Peel, Inc. is not responsible for the accuracy of any facts
stated in articles submitted by others. The publisher also assumes no
responsibility for the advertising content with this publication. All warranties
and representations made in the advertising content are solely that of the
advertiser and any such claims regarding its content should be taken up
with the advertiser.
* The publisher assumes no liability with regard to its advertisers for misprints
or failure to place advertising in this publication except for the actual cost
of such advertising.
* Although every effort is taken to avoid mistakes and/or misprints, the
publisher assumes no responsibility for any errors of information or
typographical mistakes, except as limited to the cost of advertising as stated
above or in the case of misinformation, a printed retraction/correction.
* Under no circumstances shall the publisher be held liable for incidental or
consequential damages, inconvenience, loss of business or services, or any
other liabilities from failure to publish, or from failure to publish in a timely
manner, except as limited to liabilities stated above.

Bashans Painting
& Home Repair
Commercial/Residential
Free Estimates

281-347-6702
281-731-3383cell
• Interior & Exterior Painting • Garage Floor Epoxy
• Hardi Plank Installation

• Custom Staining

• Wood Replacement

• Roofing

• Sheetrock Repair

• Gutter Repair/Replacement

• Interior Carpentry

• Faux Painting

• Cabinet Painting

• Door Refinishing

• Wallpaper Removal and
Texturizing

• Window Installation

• Pressure Washing

• Ceiling Fan/Light Fixtures

• Fence Repair/Replacement

• Trash Removal

References Available • Fully Insured
NO PAYMENT UNTIL COMPLETION
bashanspainting@earthlink.net
Copyright © 2013 Peel, Inc.

on select
carpet & ﬂoors
*** Some Restictions Apply - See Store for Details.

On purchases of $2,000 or more with your Flooring America
Wall to Wall credit card made between 5/9/13-6/23/13.**
The Woodlands 281-363-1962

Cypress 281-370-8022

10700 Kuykendahl Rd. | The Woodlands, TX 77381

13422 Grant Rd. | Cypress, TX 77429

www.ﬂahertysﬂooring.com
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PRSRT STD
U.S. POSTAGE

308 Meadowlark St.
Lakeway, TX 78734-4717

PAID

PEEL, INC.

NLF

DROWNING IS
PREVENTABLE
WATER SAFETY TIPS AT

WWW.COLINSHOPE.ORG
5 years ago this month, Colin Holst tragically and silently drowned at the age of 4.
10 Texas children have already drowned this year.
Be a Water Guardian and help prevent children from drowning.

Ongoing: Volunteers needed to stuff and distribute water safey packets info@colinshope.org
Ongoing: Colin's Hope Athlete Ambassadors needed! http://www.tinych.org/signup
Now-June 18: Discount Schlitterbahn Tickets for sale. http://www.tinych.org/tickets
June 18: World’s Largest Swim Lesson at Schlitterbahn Waterpark New Braunfels
July 1: Colin’s Hope Got2Swim Lake Austin 4 Miler (solo or relay) http://www.tinych.org/got2swim4
July 21: Colin’s Hope Kids Got2Swim Pure Austin Quarry Lake http://www.tinych.org/got2swimkids
Volunteer - Donate
COLINSHOPE.ORG

CONSTANT
VISUAL
SUPERVISION
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LEARN
TO
SWIM
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LAYERS OF PROTECTION

WEAR
LIFE
JACKETS

MULTIPLE
BARRIERS
ON ALL POOLS
& HOTTUBS

KEEP
BACKYARDS
&BATHROOMS
SAFE

LEARN
CPR

CHECK POOLS
& HOTTUBS 1ST
FOR MISSING
CHILDREN

VISIT
US
ONLINE
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