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July 2013 Volume 3, Issue 7Official Newsletter of the Atascocita Community Improvement Association

Yard of  the Month
JULY

Congratulations to Aline Erwin, 20331 Atascocita 
Shores, winner of July Yard of the Month.

July 4th Parade
Honoring the Stars and Stripes

Start off your July 4th festivities by joining the ACIA 
community’s 4th of July Parade. Whether you are a participant 
or spectator it will be a good time for all! If you would like to 
participate (children and adults alike) signup begins at 8:30 am 
at the Atascocita Library parking lot and the parade is scheduled 
to start at 9:00am. The Parade will end at The Overlook (former 
Country Club) where Refreshments will be available and prizes 
will be awarded. Visit the ACIA website at www.aciahomeowners.
org for more information. 

As special invitation from Jimmy Wells to all active military and 
veterans alike to contact him if you would like to form a group to 
march in the parade. He can be contacted at jwellsacia@yahoo.com 

We could also in need of volunteers to assist with the parade.  
Anyone wishing to volunteer please email Jimmy Wells at 
jwellsacia@yahoo.com



2     ACIA Happenings - July 2013 Copyright © 2013 Peel, Inc.

ACIA HAPPENINGS

COMMUNITY CONTACTS
BOARD MEMBERS
Jimmy Wells, President ........................ jwellsacia@yahoo.com
Laura Lammers, Vice President ...........l.lammers@yahoo.com
Anthony Karasiewicz, Secretary ..anthonyk@embarqmail.com  
Ron Jones, Trustee .............................. rwjaciax@hotmail.com
Jon Hubbard, Treasurer ................ jhubbard006@comcast.net
Sterling Assoc. Services ................servicedesk@sterlingasi.com

ARCHITECTURAL CONTROL COMMITTEE
Greg Campbell .......................................................................
Janel Dale ...............................................................................
Don Gregerson .......................................................................
Ron Jones ...............................................................................
Tim Mulkey ...........................................................................

EMERGENCY INFORMATION
Fire, Medical or Life Threatening Emergency ........... 9-1-1
P-4 Constable Dispatch ................................... 281-376-3472
Humble ISD Police (Schools) .......................... 281-641-7900
Atascocita Volunteer Fire Dept (AVFD)
 Non-Emergency Number ............................... 281-852-2181
Harris County Animal Control ....................... 281-999-3191
Texas Poison Control Center ........................... 800-222-1222

UTILITIES
Electric, (multiple providers) ............www.powertochoose.org  
 Power Outages .............................................. 713-207-7777
 Street Light Outages ...................................... 713-207-2222
Gas, Centerpoint Energy ................................. 713-659-2111
 Gas Leaks ..................................................... 713-659-2111
Water, Severn Trent ......................................... 281-579-4500
 24 Hour Emergency Number ......................... 281-209-2100
Telephone, Centurylink ................................... 877-290-5458
Trash, Waste Management ............................... 888-964-9734
Humble Post Office ......................................... 281-540-1775
Harris County MUD #132 .................. www.hcmud132.com
Harris County MUD #151 .................... www.hcmud151.org

SCHOOLS
Humble ISD ................................................... 281-641-1000
 Website ............................................www.humble.k12.tx.us 
Pine Forest Elementary .................................... 281-641-2100
Maplebrook Elementary .................................. 281-641-2900
Atascocita Middle School ................................ 281-641-1000
Atascocita High School ................................... 281-641-7500

NEWSLETTER INFORMATION
Editor - Anthony Karasiewicz ......... anthonyk@embarqmail.com
Publisher, Peel, Inc. ......................................... 888-687-6444
Advertising ................................... advertising@PEELinc.com

Mention this ad for your VIP deal. 
CALL NOW!

FREE 5 tuner Genie HD/DVR
Instant rebate on all packages
Record, watch and playback in 

HD from any room

FREE Installation
Up to 3 FREE additional 

HD client boxes
FREE HBO, Cinemax, Starz 
& Showtime for 3 months

DIRECTV is rolling out 
the RED CARPET

Pricing exclusively 
for Residents

1.888.799.0512

DIRECTV

$29.99
Prices starting at

Hello Fellow ACIA 
Neighbors! 

Summer has arrived and the kids are out of school. Please 
be on guard for the young ones  as they  will dart into the street  
without looking. 

The Shores pool is now open and the ACIA has started using fobs for 
2013 instead of pool tags. The first one will be FREE and one per family. 
Guard them carefully as a replacement cost is around $45.00 and the 
homeowner is responsible for the replacement. Both the baby pools as 
well as leaks in adult pools have been repaired. The Pinehurst pool should 
also be open and have a new surface deck as well by the time you read this. 
Thank you for your patience during the repairs.

SO, have fun and be careful in the pools. 
The board is also looking at repairs for the tennis courts this year. With 

budget limitations we may be only able to address one tennis court in 2013. 
GOLF! Great news for Atascocita as it looks as if Mr. Kilgore has been 

successful in finding a corporation to manage the course. The homeowners 
living on the golf course have fought a hard battle and victory is on their 
side as well as the whole community and the surrounding communities. 

Security - the constable is always reminding the homeowners the 
following:

(Continued on Page 3)
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CPR

Volunteer - Donate
COLINSHOPE.ORG

2013
July 

Calendar

LAYERS OF PROTECTION

VISIT
US 

ONLINE

CHECK POOLS
& HOTTUBS 1ST 

FOR MISSING CHILDREN

CONSTANT
VISUAL

SUPERVISION

MULTIPLE 
BARRIERS ON

POOLS & HOTTUBS

LEARN
CPR

KEEP BACKYARDS
& BATHROOMS 

SAFE

LEARN 
TO 

SWIM

WEAR
LIFE

JACKETS

Ongoing: Volunteers needed to distribute water safey packets info@colinshope.org
Ongoing: Colin's Hope Athlete Ambassadors needed! http://www.tinych.org/signup
July 21: Colin's Hope Kids Got2Swim Pure Austin Quarry Lake.  http://www.tinych.org/got2swim
August 29: Colin's Hope Got2Swim Lake Austin 10K/10 miler.  http://www.tinych.org/got2swim
September 8: 5th Annual Colin’s Hope Kids Triathlon http://www.tinych.org/KidsTri

ALERT: 18 Texas children have already drowned this year!
YOU can help us prevent children from drowning.

Please KEEP YOUR KIDS SAFE around water.

Attention Retailer:
Please note that Hallmark has developed new brand identity standards, which are
reflected in the logos provided on this page and in the ad slicks. We suggest you have
your store name reproduced in 18 point Gill Sans regular and your address in 10 point.
Please do not run the Hallmark logo along with your store name. The layout is designed
to incorporate the logo in a specific graphic manner.

Note: Hallmark colors are Gold (PMS 130) and Plum (PMS 268).

Rachael’s

www. facebook.com/RachaelsHallmark *Not to be combined with any other offers or used on sale merchandise

any $10 purchase
expires 7/15/13

$2oo OFF
Father’s Day is
Sunday June 16th

7571 FM 1960 E @ W. Lake Houston Pkwy • 281-812-6400
724 Kingwood Dr. @ Loop 494 • 281-358-2612

Classified Ads
Personal classifieds (one time sell items, such as a used bike...) 
run at no charge to Atascocita CIA residents, limit 30 words, 
please e-mail anthonyk@embarqmail.com.

Business Classifieds
RAINCO IRRIGATION SPECIALIST:  Commercial & 
Residential.  Backflow Testing, Drainage, Irrigation (Sprinkler) 
System, Design & Installation, Service & Repair, Rainbird – Hunter.  
Fully Insured.  Lic. # 9004 & 9226. Call 713-824-5327.

•	     Keep the garage down even while at home at is too much of a 
temptation for someone to walk into your garage and steal an item 
and leave.

•	     Set the house alarm when leaving even if just running to the corner 
store. While you at home always lock your doors.

•	     Always and this is the most common problem is lock your vehicle 
and set the alarm if there is one. Almost all calls for vehicle break-ins 
the vehicle was unlocked. Also, do not leave valuable items in your 
vehicle.

•	     Always report any suspicious vehicles, any suspicious persons on 
foot or bike that you observe on your street to the constable. 
Don›t forget the annual July 4th parade that will start at the library 

as always and end at the Overlook which was the former country club 
house. The ACIA plans on having hot dogs and refreshments again 
this year. 

Starting June 24 (always the 4th Monday of the month) the ACIA 
Board will be meeting at the Overlook thanks to Mr. Kilgore›s kindness 
and being a good neighbor.

 Remember freedom is not free so pray for our troops and God 
Bless America. 

Jimmy Wells
President ACIA

Fellow Neighbors! (Continued from Page 2)
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Bashans Painting
 & Home Repair

• Interior & Exterior Painting
• Hardi Plank Installation
• Wood Replacement
• Sheetrock Repair
• Interior Carpentry
• Cabinet Painting
• Wallpaper Removal and  
  Texturizing
• Pressure Washing
• Fence Repair/Replacement

Commercial/Residential
Free Estimates

281-347-6702

References Available • Fully Insured
NO PAYMENT UNTIL COMPLETION

281-731-3383cell

bashanspainting@earthlink.net

• Garage Floor Epoxy
• Custom Staining
• Roofing
• Gutter Repair/Replacement
• Faux Painting
• Door Refinishing
• Window Installation
• Trash Removal
• Ceiling Fan/Light Fixtures

At no time will any source be allowed to use The ACIA Happenings' contents, 
or loan said contents, to others in anyway, shape or form, nor in any media, 
website, print, film, e-mail, electrostatic copy, fax, or etc. for the purpose of 
solicitation, commercial use, or any use for profit, political campaigns, or other 
self amplification, under penalty of law without written or expressed permission 
from Peel, Inc. The information in The ACIA Happenings is exclusively for the 
private use of the Atascocita HOA and Peel, Inc.

DISCLAIMER: Articles and ads in this newsletter express the opinions of 
their authors and do not necessarily reflect the opinions of Peel, Inc. or its 
employees. Peel, Inc. is not responsible for the accuracy of any facts stated in 
articles submitted by others. The publisher also assumes no responsibility for 
the advertising content with this publication. All warranties and representations 
made in the advertising content are solely that of the advertiser and any such 
claims regarding its content should be taken up with the advertiser.
* The publisher assumes no liability with regard to its advertisers for misprints 
or failure to place advertising in this publication except for the actual cost of 
such advertising.
* Although every effort is taken to avoid mistakes and/or misprints, the publisher 
assumes no responsibility for any errors of information or typographical 
mistakes, except as limited to the cost of advertising as stated above or in the 
case of misinformation, a printed retraction/correction.
* Under no circumstances shall the publisher be held liable for incidental or 
consequential damages, inconvenience, loss of business or services, or any other 
liabilities from failure to publish, or from failure to publish in a timely manner, 
except as limited to liabilities stated above.

Beautification/Landscaping 
Improvements for ACIA

This year, in addition to pressure washing the pool decks and 
pool house, the surrounding brick pillar fencing has also been 
pressure washed.  Many more beautification projects are planned 
for the remainder of this year and also next year.  Invading moss 
will be removed from ornamental trees at the Big A entrance 
and other locations will receive a facelift.

The Beautification Committee drives the neighborhood to 
identify problems such as dead plantings and areas needing more 
attention. The Committee always welcomes your comments and 
suggestions to improve the appearance of our neighborhood. 
As you drive around the area, if you notice any area that needs 
some extra attention forward the location and residents can also 
share their ideas and volunteer their time by emailing by email 
to Laura Lammers at L.Lammers@yahoo.com 

ACIA Marina Access
The ACIA Marina gate lock will be rekeyed on July 10, 2013, 

therefore for anyone who currently has an access key, your key will no 
longer work. Information on when the new keys will be available and 
where they can be obtained along with the forms will be posted on the 
ACIA website at: www.aciahomeowners.org Please visit the website 
for updates on marina access, or contact Sterling at 832-678-4500.
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Atascocita Library
Need to find fun activities for children now that summer vacation is 

upon us. Check out the full schedule of activities the Atascocita Library 
has to offer for all age groups including adults. Just an example of some 
of the activities for children are:  Learn about Fire Safety, Pizza Party for 
Children, Life in a Pond-Audubon Docents, Ferrets 101; For Teens & 
Tweens: Camp Stitch-A-Lot, Do You Want to be a DJ, Homestuck 
Plushies, Zine Scene; For adults there is the Lunch ‘n’ Lit Book Club, 
Knit and Nosh Society and more. Some events do require registration 
and can be found on the Harris County Public Library Website at 
https://host4.evanced.info/harris/evanced/eventcalender.asp  or you 
can contact the Library at 281-812-2162. The Atascocita Library is 
located at 19520 Pinehurst Trail Dr. 

NOTICE OF 
REGULAR BOARD 

MEETING
Dear Homeowners:
The Board of Directors for the Atascocita Community 

Improvement Association will hold a regular meeting on Monday, 
July 22, 2013 at 6:30 p.m., at The Overlook (former country club), 
20114 Pinehurst Drive, Atascocitia, TX 77346.

The subject of the meeting is general business of the Association, 
including discussion of items related to the Association budget 
and expenditures as well as discussion of items related to the assets 
owned by the Association.

Items that may be discussed in executive session include: actions 
involving personnel, pending or threatened litigation, contract 
negotiations, enforcement actions, confidential communications 
with the Association attorney, and other business that is 
confidential by request of the affected party.

Very Truly Yours,
Atascocita Community Improvement Association
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Easy Online Sign-Up at 

USE “NEIGHBORHOOD NEWSLETTER” AS REFERRAL

BrilliantElectricity.com

BRILLIANT ENERGY = SERIOUSLY LOW RATES

BRILLIANT ENERGY’S ELECTRICITY RATES CHALLENGE 
THE RATES OF EVERY OTHER PROVIDER IN TEXAS!

LOCK-IN A LOW ELECTRICITY RATE FOR
UP TO 3 YEARS

Brilliant Energy Texas OUC #10140

BRILLIANT ENERGY IS RECOMMENDED BY TEXAS ENERGY 
ANALYST, ALAN LAMMEY THE HOST OF THE “ENERGY 

WEEK” RADIO SHOW ON NEWSTALK 1070 KNTH!

Ask the “Energy Analyst”
281.658.0395

GREAT BUSINESS RATES TOO!

FOR SALE:
White Wicker Bedroom Suite by Henry Link: headboard, 

dresser/mirror, desk, chair, bookshelf,  nightstand; glass-
topped, added stool and end-of-bed table, like-new    $3500

Call or eMail Ellen at 832 279 3936, ellenss23@gmail.com

Your Community 
Newsletter

The Atascocita Happenings newsletter is a great tool for 
the community and the ACIA board to share information. 
This publication will grow if everyone participates. If you 
are involved in a community club or activity, please e-mail 
information about your activities and meeting for inclusion 
in the newsletter to anthonyk@embarqmail.com, or any ACIA 
Board Member. If you have any ideas for the newsletter, please 
let us know and we can incorporate these into the publication. 
The deadline for submission is the 8th day of the month for 
inclusion in the next month’s newsletter.

Hi Jewish Community! 
Let’s get connected!

•	 Shabbat dinners
•	 Chanukah parties
•	 Passover Seders
•	 or simply get together!

INTERESTED? 
E-mail us at  

info@shalomcypress.org.
Or visit our website at
www.shalomcypress.org

SHALOM 
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Garden  Club’s  
History

The Atascocita Country Garden Club is 36 years old. It was 
formed in  1977 by leaders  who envisioned a club that would 
be  dedicated to improving gardening skills and techniques 
as well as offer monthly presentations from talented and 
interesting speakers. Also, field trips were on the schedule 
which continues to be organized throughout the year to tour 
either gardens of our members or to visit commercial gardens 
in the community.  Special events incorporate crafts,  floral 
design, horticultural and environmental activities. The garden 
club is a strong and viable force in the area.

GARDEN CLUB OFFICERS
 President: Bette Fleming                                                                          
Vice President Programs: Barbara Eckel and Sherry  Kitts                                            
Vice President Membership: Lisa Leger
Secretary: Laurie McDonald                                                                       
Treasurer: Beverly Bowers                             
Parliamentarian: Garland McCarthy

COMMITTEE MEMBERS
Budget /Finance: Bette Fleming
Horticulturist: Pat Berry                                                                    
Publicity /Newsletter: Marguerite Baxter                                                             
Hospitality: Mary E. Westhoff  and Sherry Herring                                             
Web-site: Bette Fleming   
Arbor Day: Pat Berry                                                                                                            
Yard of the Month: Garland McCarthy

The installation of  officers was recently held at a local 
restaurant with  plans being made for the future. The first 
meeting for the fall will be on August 13th, 2013 at 9:30am 
in the Assemble Room at the Rosemont Center on 6450 Kings 
Parkway in Kingwood.

It Really is a Small 
World After All

By Vicki Milana

This past school year has been an eventful one for twenty-two 
Houston area Ayusa families. In August 2012, these families opened 
their hearts and their homes to foreign exchange students from 
around the world. During the 2012-2013 school year; we had eleven 
countries represented in our area, some of the countries included 
were Germany, Brazil, Italy, Lebanon, China, Japan and Tunisia.

The Ayusa foreign exchange student program is a great way to 
enrich not only the lives of your family members, but that of the 
folks in your community and the student themselves. “Both my 
wife and I have been hosting for the past five years and have enjoyed 
every minute of it!” says Theodore Odom of Pearland, Texas. “My 
wife and I have no children, so we are able to bring the students in 
for the full year and be their Host Parents. We believe it’s a way of 
giving back. This year’s student, Ina Zyfi of Albania has had a great 
time meeting new people, making new friends and volunteering her 
time to a local dachshund rescue.”

“We welcome host families of all shapes and sizes – families with 
young children, families with no children, empty nesters whose 
children have left home, single parents and non-traditional families,” 
says Connie Coutu, Regional Manager of Ayusa, a 501(c)(3) not 
for profit organization. “The key requirements for a host family are 
to provide a safe and nurturing home environment, genuinely love 
children, and have a desire to learn more about a different culture.”

“Our students really love giving back to the community”, says 
Heather Wells, the Houston area Senior Regional Director. “One of 
our students, Nesrine Mbarek of Tunisia, participated in over 300 
hours of community service. She was actually one of three students 
who won a trip for her community service and also attended a US 
Department of State “Teaching English as a Second Language” 
conference in April for her hard work. Other students have worked 
in food banks and have given presentations on their home countries 
in their schools.”

This year, Ayusa is sponsoring over 900 students from 60 different 
countries in the United States. Volunteer host families are needed 
in our area to house these students for the 2013-2014 school year.  
The families need only provide foreign exchange students a nurturing 
environment, three meals a day and a bedroom (either private or 
shared with a host sibling of the same gender).  Each host family 
and student is supported by a professionally trained community 
representative who works with the family and student for the  
entire program.

If you are interested in hosting an exchange student, please 
visit the Ayusa website at www.ayusa.org and complete the on-
line application. You can view the students that are available for 
placement by clicking on the View Student Profiles on the home 
page. Help make this a memorable year for both your children and 
the prospective students. You’ll be glad you did!
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