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HANDICAPPING THE CHOICES 
by Lee Suydam

Our social media site, Nextdoor, is alive with opinions about 
neighborhood choices. I am happy to see so many residents 
putting in their two cents.

First, let me apologize to the Section 4 residents. Please 
understand that the discussion and decisions facing Sections 
1, 2, and 3 have to do with taxes raised by MUD #261 in 
that portion of the community. Taxes raised in Section 4 are 
collected by WFUD. There presently are no proposals from 
WFUD to invest tax revenues in Section 4.

 What is being proposed, in a few words, is to borrow cheaper 
money than current, use a portion of the new loan to retire old 
loans and use the balance to fund some community projects 
that enjoy a base of support from the community.  Any, all, or 
none of the proposals can be considered at this point.

The most popular idea seems to be building stone walls 
on Windfern and Fairbanks N. Houston. According to the 
Nextdoor comments, money spent for this proposal enjoys 
widespread support. One resident, so far, has offered to serve 
on a steering committee. We expect this proposal to become a 
referendum item going forward.

The argument for a community center has legs. Four residents 
have formed a steering committee in support of this proposal. 
We expect this proposal to become a referendum item going 
forward.

The last place in the discussion so far is fencing off the lakes. 
Much to my surprise, this idea has gone over like a lead balloon. 
I could be surprised again with a new birth of enthusiasm but 
I have to say at this point that fencing the lakes is lagging in 
the discussion.

There is a fourth choice which needs consideration. Doing 
nothing instead of something(s) would result in future tax 
reductions in Sections 1, 2 and 3 (reductions in that portion 
of taxes for debt service). Using a home with an assessed value 
of $250,000 as an example and figuring in new borrowing to 
retire existing debt plus projects which may be approved, the 
homeowner could look forward to something like this:

DEBT SERVICE PORTION OF MUD#261 TAXES
YEAR Without borrowing With new borrowing
2013  $800   $800
2014  $800   $975
2015  $800   $975
2016  $800   $950
2017  $800   $850
2018-20 $0   $325
2021- out $0   $300

Your property taxes are composed of County taxes, School 
taxes and MUD taxes which are broken down into Maintenance 
/ Operations and Debt Service components. The example above 
only pertains to what might happen with the Debt Service 
portion of MUD taxes and based on the assumption of borrowing 
a million dollars at 4% interest.  These numbers are indicative 
rather than exact and consequently subject to change. The 
MUD also borrows money from time to time for maintenance 
/ operational expenses as needs arise.

More discussion is needed. Please express your opinions.
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IMPORTANT CONTACTS
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Lee Suydam ................................................... suydamlee@att.net
  .........................................................................713-466-5940
Vice President
Darin Duphorne ...................................darinwwl@sbcglobal.net  
Secretary 
Jay Michaels ......................................jaysmichaels@earthlink.net
Treasurer
Mickey Culpepper ........................ culpeppermickey@yahoo.com
Director
Bob Magee ............................................... r.w.magee@gmail.com

NEWSLETTER & WEBSITE
Editor
Frank Cario .............................................. frank@sterlingasi.com 
  .........................................................................832-678-4500

Janine Cruz ............................................. janine@sterlingasi.com
Advertising 
Peel, Inc ............................................ advertising@PEELinc.com
  ......................................................................1-888-687-6444

GROUNDS COMMITTEE
Diana Mintner ................................... dianamintner@gmail.com
Suzanne Fontenot-Williams ............................. suzydiver@att.net

PAVILION & ADULT POOL
Donna Jackson .....................................................713-466-8668
  ...............................................................kotilla@hotmail.com

MOTHERS OF WWL
Rebecca Waterman ....................rebeccawaterman@sbcglobal.net

WOMEN'S CLUB
Joyce Kraft ................................................. j.kraft@sbcglobal.net
Diana Mintner ................................... dianamintner@gmail.com
Stacia Harvey .............................................. sfonfara@gmail.com
Sharon Siebern ...................................... s_siebern@hotmail.com

OTHER USEFUL NUMBERS
Sterling Association Services, Inc.
  .................................................. servicedesk@sterlingasi.com
  .........................................................................832-678-4500
 6842 North Sam Houston Parkway W., Houston TX 77064
 Mailing Address - P.O. Box 38113, Houston TX 77238-8113
Association Manager - Frank Cario......... frank@sterlingasi.com
Administrative Assistant - Janine Cruz .. janine@sterlingasi.com

Call Before You Dig ....... 1-800-DIG-TESS or 1-800-344-8377
Pct. 4 Constable ................................................281-376-3472

Street Light Outage ...........................................713-207-2222
  .................. www.centerpointenergy.com - Have light number.

Texas Department of Public Safety Crime Service
  .................................................http://records.txdps.state.tx.us

SECTIONS 1, 2, 3
WASTE MGT CUSTOMER SERVICE..............713-686-6666

Trash Pick-up is Tuesday and Friday.
Water/Sewer Issues, all Sections: 281-807-9500

M.U.D. #261 BOARD SECTIONS 1, 2 & 3
Raymond A. Merola ..................................................... President
  .........................................................................713-688-2321
S. Brady Whittaker ............................................... Vice President
  .........................................................................713-275-3910
Jason Van Loo .............................................................. Secretary
  .........................................................................281-236-6419
John Oyen ..................................................................... Director
  .........................................................................713-446-3959
Walter E. Spears ............................................................ Director
  .........................................................................281-531-0501
M.U.D. 261 .......................................www.HCMUD261.com

SECTION 4 VILLAGE OF WOODWIND LAKES
Royal Disposal & Recycle, P.O. Box 160, Fulshear TX 77441
P. - 713-526-1536  |  F. - 281-346-2961 |  royaldisposal@comcast.net
Trash pick-up for Section 4 only, is on Wednesday and Saturday 
including curbside recycling every Saturday.

UTILITIES

ADVERTISING INFO
 Please support the advertisers that make the Woodwind Lakes 
Newsletter possible. If you are interested in advertising, please 
contact our sales office at 1-888-687-6444 or advertising@
peelinc.com. The advertising deadline is the 8th of the month 
prior to the issue. 

ARTICLE INFO
 The Woodwind Lakes Newsletter is mailed monthly to all 
Woodwind Lakes residents. Residents, community groups, 
churches, etc. are welcome to submit information about their 
organizations in the newsletter.  Personal news for the Stork 
Report, Teenage Job Seekers, recipes, special celebrations, and 
birthday announcements are also welcome.

To submit an article for consideration please email it to 
frank@sterlingasi.com.  The deadline is the 9th of the month 
prior to the issue.

USEFUL LINKS
WL Website……………….................http://woodwindlakes.us/
Sec 1, 2 and 3 Utility ..................................................................   
  .................... http://hcmud261.com/HCMUD261/Index.htm
Section 4 Utility ....................................... http://www.wfud.org/
Social Media  .. https://woodwindlakes.nextdoor.com/news_feed/
Newsletter ............................................http://www.peelinc.com/
Sec 4 Gate (ICS) ........................................................................
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The DIFFERENCE is...

Houston Business Journal

TOP 25 REALTORS
Your neighbor specializing in 
Woodwind Lakes Real Estate 

for over 20 years

(713) 253-9387

JulieSample@Comcast.net
www.juliesample.net

Professional Group

EXPERIENCE
Julie Sample

(eleven consecutive years!)

Gardening Tips 
Presented by RCW Nurseries

From mid-August thru mid-October, hummingbirds migrate through 
our area. They are not necessarily attracted to just red or orange flowers - 
they are not interior designers - they are attracted to plants whose flowers 
provide lots of nectar. At RCW we see they also like Chinese Hat Plant 
(a tender perennial with blue flowers surrounded by lavender calyxes), 
Yellow Honeysuckle (a shrubby, evergreen perennial with yellow, tubular 
flowers), and Agastache (a perennial with whorls of lilac flowers, similar 
to Bee Balm).  

Hummingbirds fly from places as far north as Canada to return to their 
winter homes in Mexico, choosing paths containing plants yielding high 
amounts of nectar. This long journey, coupled with their high metabolism, 
results in a daily need to drink twice their weight in nectar.  So a 2 ounce 
hummingbird needs to obtain nectar from 1,000 blossoms a day to keep 
itself alive.

Few of us have enough plants that daily produce 1,000 nectar-containing 
blossoms; a hummingbird feeder is a great addition. Hummingbirds will 
stay in your yard loading up on nectar until they’ve sufficiently stored 
enough energy to continue their journey south. These little birds put on 
quite a show jealously guarding feeding sources from each other. To keep 
the peace, place a feeder in both your front and back yards.  

Change the hummingbird nectar every 3 days, otherwise it will ferment.  
Throw away the unused nectar and clean the feeder every time you change 
the solution. Hummingbirds seem to avoid fermented nectar.  It has been 
suggested that natural selection may have eliminated those birds not smart 
enough to avoid bad food. If you allow your hummingbird nectar to 
ferment, it will be a long time before the birds trust your feeder.

By including a hummingbird feeder along with nectar rich plants, 
hummingbirds will deem your home a good food source. And because 
of their good memories, these “fragments of the rainbow” will return to 
your home the following year - so you’ll always be guaranteed an annual 
visit from them.

Because of federal regulations, all garage door emergency release handles 
are colored red.  But to a hummingbird they look like one of their favorite 
flowers, Trumpet Creeper, and will fly in to investigate. Once they 
discover it’s not, they’ll try to leave. But having no concept of ceilings their 
immediate reflex is to fly straight up, always bumping into the ceiling in a 
futile attempt to find a way to get out. If your garage has a window, they’ll 
try to fly through it instead of the open garage door. In less than an hour, 
a trapped and exhausted hummingbird can starve to death. What to do? 

First, keep pets and kids away so they can’t chase the bird, or make 
it more anxious. Move cars out of the garage into the driveway. If your 
garage does not have a window, get a flashlight and a towel, or fishing 
net. Turn on the inside garage light and close the garage door.  When the 
bird flies over a clear section of the floor, turn off the light. Having poor 
night vision and not liking to fly in the dark the bird should flutter to the 
floor. Turn on your flashlight, find the bird, and cover it with either the 
towel or fishing net. Open the garage door, gently scoop up the bird and 

carry it out. Open the towel, or gently remove the bird from the net, to 
release the bird.  It may either lie still in your hand for a minute, or leave 
immediately. In either case, when it finally reorients itself the bird will fly 
away - straight up.

If your garage has a window the bird will try to fly through it. Open it 
from the top pane if you can (don’t forget to take out the screen). If you 
can only open the window from the bottom pane or it is permanently 
sealed, wait until the hummingbird tires itself out trying to fly through it 
-- should rest on the window’s ledge. When that occurs it should be “fairly 
easy” to capture it with a large net, or towel.

Another technique is to leave the garage door open and hang the 
hummingbird feeder from it, attracting the bird to feed from it and rest.  
Hopefully it will calm down enough to figure out how to leave. 

To prevent a recurrence, keep your garage door closed when you 
don’t actually need it open. This is a good safety practice.  You can also 
temporarily cover the release handle with a dark colored cloth or bag, or 
at least loop it up out of sight.

Happy Gardening!
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Board Meetings
Regular Board Meetings are held on the 3rd Wednesday 

of each month at the Windfern Forest Utility District 
building located at 14410 Mauna Loa.  Meetings begin 
at 5:30 p.m. and all Residents are welcome.  During 
Homeowner Input, Residents have the opportunity to 
address the Board.  The agenda is posted on the WWL 
web site www.woodwindlakes.us

1800 Augusta Dr. Suite 100
Houston, TX 77057

Cell: 832.651.1852
Fax: 800.530.9672
Joseph@ABHAdvisors.com

www.ABHAdvisors.com

Grounds 
Committee

Turn off the oven!! Let’s hope we do not have to resort to water 
rationing this summer.

We want to remind everyone that the Grounds Committee is 
OPEN to ALL residents of Woodwind Lakes. We meet every other 
month. Our next meeting is August 13th at the home of Hank and 
Suzanne Williams – 8727 Andante at 7 pm. Please plan on joining us.

Let’s CONGRATULATE our JUNE YARD OF THE MONTH 
RECIPIENTS:

 SECTION ONE  9107 Woodwind Lakes Drive
 SECTION TWO   7702 Melody Circle
 SECTION THREE 8611 Prelude Court
 SECTION FOUR 9419 Oratorio Court

And, CONGRATULATIONS are also in order for our JULY 
YARD OF THE MONTH WINNERS:

 SECTION ONE  9007 Ensemble Court
 SECTION TWO  7 710 Allegro Drive
 SECTION THREE 8610 Golden Chord
 SECTION FOUR 9338 Rhythm Lane

Thanks everyone. We hope that more of our residents will become 
involved with the Grounds Committee.  Remember, if you have some 
small plantings that you are removing from your yards, give us a call. 
We may be able to utilize them elsewhere.

Sudoku
The challenge is to fill every row across, every column down, and every
3x3 box with the digits 1 through 9. Each 1 through 9 digit must appear
only once in each row across, each column down, and each 3x3 box.

© 2007. Feature Exchange

A
C
R
O
SS

1.
 T

ac
k 

5.
 G

ia
nt

 
9.

 P
hi

lip
pi

ne
 d

is
h 

w
ith

 m
ar

in
at

ed
ch

ic
ke

n 
or

 p
or

k 
11

. J
ou

rn
al

is
t's

 q
ue

st
io

n 
12

. T
in

y 
in

se
ct

s 
13

. C
ut

 o
f 

be
ef

 
14

. S
ch

oo
l g

ro
up

 
15

. S
ou

th
 

17
. U

ni
te

d 
St

at
es

 
18

. B
ot

tle
 n

ee
d 

20
. U

ps
et

 
22

. C
ow

's
 c

ho
w

 
23

. Y
ea

r 
(a

bb
r.)

 
24

. C
om

pu
te

r 
m

ak
er

s 
27

. B
re

w
s 

29
. S

le
ep

 d
is

or
de

r 
31

. P
ar

en
t t

ea
ch

er
 g

ro
up

s 
32

. S
tr

on
g 

ro
pe

 f
ib

er
 

33
. B

en
d 

34
. D

ec
or

at
iv

e 
ne

ed
le

 c
as

e

D
O
W
N

1.
 I

nc
lin

e 
2.

 C
ha

ng
e 

3.
 S

m
al

l p
ar

tic
le

 
4.

 C
om

pa
ss

 p
oi

nt
5.

 N
ig

ht
 b

ir
d 

6.
 B

od
y 

sn
at

ch
er

 
7.

 C
ul

tiv
at

e 
8.

 V
ol

ca
no

 
10

. C
ha

ng
e 

in
to

 b
on

e 
16

. M
us

ic
al

 p
ro

du
ct

io
ns

 
18

. C
an

ad
ia

n 
pr

ov
. 

19
. P

al
la

di
um

 (
ab

br
.)

 
20

. M
an

y 
21

. P
er

fe
ct

 
22

. C
ap

ta
in

 (
ab

br
.)

 
24

. I
ns

tit
ut

io
n 

(a
bb

r.)
 

25
. S

w
ai

n 
26

. A
fr

ic
an

 c
ou

nt
ry

 
28

. F
as

t p
la

ne
 

30
. P

as
tr

y 

©
 2

00
6.

 F
ea

tu
re

E
xc

ha
ng

e

Vi
ew

 a
ns

w
er

s o
nl

in
e a

t w
w

w.
pe

eli
nc

.co
m

SUDOKU

Sudoku
The goal is to fill in the grid so that every row, every column, and

every 3x3 box contains the digits 1 through 9. Each digit may
appear only once in each row, each column, and each 3x3 box.
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Easy Online Sign-Up at 

USE “NEIGHBORHOOD NEWSLETTER” AS REFERRAL

BrilliantElectricity.com

BRILLIANT ENERGY = SERIOUSLY LOW RATES

BRILLIANT ENERGY’S ELECTRICITY RATES CHALLENGE 
THE RATES OF EVERY OTHER PROVIDER IN TEXAS!

LOCK-IN A LOW ELECTRICITY RATE FOR
UP TO 3 YEARS

Brilliant Energy Texas OUC #10140

BRILLIANT ENERGY IS RECOMMENDED BY TEXAS ENERGY 
ANALYST, ALAN LAMMEY THE HOST OF THE “ENERGY 

WEEK” RADIO SHOW ON NEWSTALK 1070 KNTH!

Ask the “Energy Analyst”
281.658.0395

GREAT BUSINESS RATES TOO!

Bashans Painting
 & Home Repair

• Interior & Exterior Painting
• Hardi Plank Installation
• Wood Replacement
• Sheetrock Repair
• Interior Carpentry
• Cabinet Painting
• Wallpaper Removal and  
  Texturizing
• Pressure Washing
• Fence Repair/Replacement

Commercial/Residential
Free Estimates

281-347-6702

References Available • Fully Insured
NO PAYMENT UNTIL COMPLETION

281-731-3383cell

bashanspainting@earthlink.net

• Garage Floor Epoxy
• Custom Staining
• Roofing
• Gutter Repair/Replacement
• Faux Painting
• Door Refinishing
• Window Installation
• Trash Removal
• Ceiling Fan/Light Fixtures

The Women’s Club  
of WWL

The Women’s Club of WWL is pleased to announce the officers 
for the 2013-2014 club year: Diana Mintner- President, Gail 
Ford- Vice President; Stacia Harvey- Secretary and Dawn Porter- 
Treasurer.

The purpose of the Women’s Club is to offer a convenient and 
friendly environment for members to socialize with the ladies 
in the neighborhood and participate in fun and interesting 
activities.  Meetings are held the third Tuesday of each month 
from September through May.  Our annual membership dues are 
$25 per year.

Our kick-off meeting for the 2013-2014 year will be held on 
Tuesday, September 17, 2013 at 10:00am in the home of Diana 
Mintner   (7806 Ensemble Drive).

For more information about the Women’s Club please contact: 
Diana Mintner, President (dianamintner@gmail.com); Gail Ford, 

Vice-President (ggford@sbcglobal.net); Stacia Harvey, Secretary 
(sfonfara@gmail.com); Dawn Porter, Treasurer (dawns_08080@
yahoo.com).



6     Woodwind Lakes - August 2013 Copyright © 2013 Peel, Inc.

Woodwind Lakes
Mothers of  

Woodwind Lakes
 Friends, 
I want to share with you the wonderful experience that the WWL 

community has provided me and my family.
In April of 2006, my husband and I with our newborn daughter moved 

into the Woodwind Lakes community.  At the time I was a new mom and 
new to Houston.  Not knowing any other families in the community, my 
neighbor Marianne West gently encouraged me to start a Mothers Group 
for WWL.  I can’t thank her enough for her encouragement and initial 
invite to participate in the Women’s Group Expo.  Through participation 
in the expo I was able to gather the e-mails of 9 neighborhood mothers.  
Through email, we developed a weekly play date at 10AM on Tuesdays 
at the playground.  Soon our little group grew into a great community of 
50 plus families.  I have spent many hours organizing events especially for 
the young mothers in WWL.  Personally, I have reaped far more rewards 
than any effort outlaid….namely lasting friendships.  Little did I know 
the impact that many of these mothers would have on my life; women 
that have nurtured me, helped me to grow as a mother, friendships, and 
how to be community member.

On July 19 my family and I will be moving out of WWL.  I want to let 
you all know how special this community has been to me and how much 
I will miss actively participating in this community.

Therefore, I ask that if you are a mother of young children, please take 
some to time to consider getting involved in the neighborhood mother’s 
group.  The founding group has mostly school age kids now and the 
neighborhood needs new people to help keep community events going.   

In the end, we need to encourage each other to be actively involved in 
our community as Marianne encouraged me.  We as neighbors actively 
participating in neighborhood events or groups is truly what makes WWL 
a special community.   If you have an interest in another area…don’t 
hesitate to get involved!  With a positive approach, active involvement and 
working with the WWL board of directors, MUD district and Sterling 
Management you can help maintain and continue to grow this unique 
community that we call Woodwind Lakes.

Do you want to know about community events important to families?
Do you want to access or advertise babysitting?
Do you want to want network about play dates or how/where to educate 

your children? 
Please join Nextdoor and ask to be part of the Mother’s of Woodwind 

Lakes. The group is monitored by fellow mothers…Olivia, Dana and 
Erica thank you!

This group is intended for families with children. We ask that you only 
join if you have children or grandchildren that want to be involved.    

Thank you Woodwind Lakes for providing my family a wonderful 
home for 7 years!

Rebecca Waterman
Keep in touch: rebeccawaterman@sbcglobal.net

CROSSWORD 
PUZZLE

View answers online at www.peelinc.com

ACROSS
1. Belong 
4. Elevator alternative 
10. Fire remains 
11. Short guy, hairy feet 
12. Manipulate 
13. Indoor 
14. Coaxing 
16. Condensation 
17. Adolescent 
18. South Carolina (abbr.) 
20. New Jersey (abbr.) 
22. Hornet 
26. Rock 
29. Loves 
31. Demonstrate 
33. Government agency 
34. Subordinate 
35. Cause of sickness 
36. Elapse (2 wds.) 
37. Surface to air missile

DOWN
1. Finds _- 
2. Make available 
3. Not here 
4. Tibia 
5. Fire iron 
6. Abdominal muscles (abbr.) 
7. As previously cited 
8. Cycle 
9. Soup 
15. Hotel 
19. Cash with order (abr.) 
21. Rachel's husband 
23. Regions 
24. Reddish brown 
25. Sacred song 
26. Pearls 
27. Vile 
28. Brief 
30. Refuse to believe 
32. Pinch 

Crossword Puzzle
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ACROSS
1. Charge 
5. Syrian bishop 
9. Against 
10. Landing 
11. Leaves 
12. Boom box 
13. Allure 
15. African antelope 
16. Polite 
18. Leafy green 
21. Marry 
22. Esophagus 
26. Woken 
28. Goad 
29. Type of tooth 
30. Refer 
31. Posttraumatic stress     

disorder 
32. Sieve

DOWN
1. Nativity scene piece 
2. Competition at the Greek  

games 
3. Capital of the Ukraine 
4. Symbol 
5. Expression of surprise 
6. Emblem 
7. Pickle juice 
8. A ball out of bounds (2 wds.) 
10. Twist violently 
14. Ripper 
17. Strums 
18. Slough 
19. Ross ___, philanthropist 
20. Gods 
23. Brand of sandwich cookie 
24. Seaweed substance 
25. Cabana 
27. Blue

Crossword Puzzle
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At no time will any source be allowed to use The Woodwind Lakes Newsletter 
contents, or loan said contents, to others in anyway, shape or form, nor in any 
media, website, print, film, e-mail, electrostatic copy, fax, or etc. for the purpose 
of solicitation, commercial use, or any use for profit, political campaigns, or 
other self amplification, under penalty of law without written or expressed 
permission from Peel, Inc. The information in The Woodwind Lakes Newsletter 
is exclusively for the private use of the Woodwind Lakes HOA and Peel, Inc.

DISCLAIMER: Articles and ads in this newsletter express the opinions 
of their authors and do not necessarily reflect the opinions of Peel, Inc. 
or its employees. Peel, Inc. is not responsible for the accuracy of any facts 
stated in articles submitted by others. The publisher also assumes no 
responsibility for the advertising content with this publication. All warranties 
and representations made in the advertising content are solely that of the 
advertiser and any such claims regarding its content should be taken up 
with the advertiser.
* The publisher assumes no liability with regard to its advertisers for misprints 
or failure to place advertising in this publication except for the actual cost 
of such advertising.
* Although every effort is taken to avoid mistakes and/or misprints, the 
publisher assumes no responsibility for any errors of information or 
typographical mistakes, except as limited to the cost of advertising as stated 
above or in the case of misinformation, a printed retraction/correction.
* Under no circumstances shall the publisher be held liable for incidental or 
consequential damages, inconvenience, loss of business or services, or any 
other liabilities from failure to publish, or from failure to publish in a timely 
manner, except as limited to liabilities stated above.

Adult Pool and Pavilion
We are so fortunate to have such lovely facilities in our 

neighborhood....The Adult Pool is hopping and the Pavilion 
has lots of reservations....

A decision was made at the last Board Meeting concerning 
the keys for the Adult Pool.  Should you need a new one, you 
would get that from me (Donna Jackson) as usual.  You would 
then send a $10 check to Sterling, payable to Woodwind Lakes 
for this new key.  When I give you the key, I will give you their 
mailing address for this transaction.

Stay cool and enjoy your summer....Donna Jackson

Rainco Irrigation Specialist:  Commercial & Residential.  
Backflow Testing, Drainage, Irrigation (Sprinkler) System, 
Design & Installation, Service & Repair, Rainbird – Hunter.  
Fully Insured.  Lic. # 9004 & 9226. Call 713-824-5327.

CLASSIFIED ADS
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