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NEWS FOR THE RESIDENTS OF FAIR OAKS R ANCH

September 2013

From the Mayor’s Desk... 
“Everyday is a Good Day in Fair Oaks Ranch”©

SUMMER
Summer is still ongoing and there is minimal to no rain for our area of 

Texas which means it is hot and dry.  According to the Climate Prediction 
Center (http://www.cpc.ncep.noaa.gov}, we are in a persistent drought 
condition and will continue such.  Rainfall is the 

area’s primary source of raw water.  Our test well recorded August 
22nd at 1034’; it’s dropped substantially from the 1040’ posted August 
2nd.   Continue being proactive and practice Water Conservation for 
your inside needs as well as outside needs.   

Again, thank you to everyone for limiting outdoor irrigation beginning 
the evening of Monday, August 19th through Wednesday same week.  
The water plant power failure occurring late Sunday or early Monday 
combined with normal water usage over the weekend drained the storage 
tanks almost empty.  Without your cooperation, experiencing “no water 
through the faucet Tuesday morning” was high as well as insufficient 
water reserve to handle a fire emergency.  Your cooperation allowed for the 
storage tanks to recover steadily and quickly.  All was back in appropriate 
working condition and Thursday citizens went back to the once a week 
Watering Schedule based on the last house number.  Again, thank you.

TODAY IN AMERICA
A few weeks ago, the initial draft video was returned for some 

corrections in a couple of the photographic frames and matching of 
subject matter to the speaking part.  We are expecting the “final draft 
video” back any day.  At that point- assuming all is corrected- it will be 
approved.  Then the studio will begin scheduling the television airings.  
Plan is to let you know when that may occur so you can tune it and 
watch along with the rest of America.

FISCAL YEAR 2013-2014 BUDGETS
The proposed General Fund budget is based on the same property tax 

rate as the previous year - .2663 cents per $100 of property valuation 
that is determined by the applicable county appraisal district.  The 
Mayor wears a number of hats to include Chief Executive Officer and 
Budget Officer of Fair Oaks Ranch.  City Management staff understands 
their fiduciary responsibility as annual budgets are developed.  Council 
exercises its fiduciary responsibility and determines final adoption of 
proposed General Fund budget each year.   Additionally, the proposed 
budget for the Utilities Budget which is an enterprise entity is also 
adopted.

The proposed FOR General Fund and the FOR Utilities Fund 
Budgets are on the city website with the Mayor/Budget Officer’s 
Executive Summary highlighting changes for the upcoming 2013-2014 
Fiscal Year.  The material includes city organizational chart, governmental 
financial definitions, etc. Two public hearings are scheduled for General 
Fund comments – August 28th at 3:00pm and September 11th at 
6:00pm at City Hall.  The proposed budgets will be agenda items at 
the regular monthly Council Meeting September 19th and if adopted 
by Council go into effect October 1, 2013.  This information is posted 
under News Alerts on city website as well as published in the Boerne 
Star the week of August 19th-23rd.

AUGUST COUNCIL MEETING
As one Fiscal Year ends and another begins, City Council approved 

Resolutions for standard business contracts such as the City Attorney, 
Municipal Court Judge, City Prosecutor, City Auditor, City/Police 
Dispatching, Animal Boarding Facility, Street Sweeping, Pest Control, 
Heat/AC Maintenance Service, Health Inspections, IT Support Services 
and Landscaping with all effective Oct. 1, 2013.

These contracts provide a variable expense commitment versus fixed 
(Continued on Page 3)
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	 Please support the advertisers that make Fair Oaks Gazette 
possible. If you would like to support the newsletter by 
advertising, please contact our sales office at 888-687-6444 
or advertising@peelinc.com. The advertising deadline is the 
20th of the month prior to the issue. 

advertising info

Emergencies Numbers
EMERGENCY.................................................................. 911
Fire..................................................................................... 911
Ambulance......................................................................... 911
Fair Oaks Ranch Police Department...................210-698-0990
Animal Control..................................................210-698-0990

Schools
Boerne ISD................................................www.boerne-isd.net
Fair Oaks Ranch Elementary..............................210-698-1616

Utilities
Allied Waste Services - Garbage & Recycling......210-648-5222
AT&T - Telephone.............................................800-464-7928
CPSEnergy.....................................(new service) 210-353-2222
	 ................................(service trouble or repairs) 210-353-4357
Fair Oaks Ranch Utilities - Water.......................210-698-7685
GVTC - Cable & Telephone..............................800-367-4882
Pedernales Electric Co-op...................................888-554-4732
Time Warner - Cable..........................................210-244-0500

Other
United States Post Office..........................................................
	 607 E. Blanco. Rd. -  Boerne, TX...................830-249-2414
	 ......................... (delivery info, stops, fwds, ect.) 830-249-9303
	 5837 De Zavala Rd - San Antonio, TX...........210-641-0248

Important Numbers

article info
	 The Fair Oaks Gazette is mailed monthly to all Fair 
Oaks Ranch area residents. Residents, community groups, 
churches, etc. are welcome to include information about their 
organizations in the newsletter.  Personal news for the Stork 
Report, Teenage Job Seekers, recipes, special celebrations, and 
birthday announcements are also welcome.

	 To submit an article for the Fair Oaks Gazette, please email 
it to fairoaksranch@peelinc.com.  The deadline is the 15th of 
the month prior to the issue.

Don’t want to wait 
for the mail?

View the current issue of Fair Oaks Gazette 
on the 1st day of each month at www.PEELinc.com

DEER RESEARCH UPDATE
The researcher continued throughout the summer tracking the 

white-tail deer locations by sight and by transmitters.  This will 
continue through the spring.  The study needs two full seasons of 
breeding and birthing for adequate research data.   The goal of this 
project is to present Texas Parks and Wildlife quantifiable data that 
provides for other deer management possibilities for the growing 
Texas urban-rural cities and communities such as Fair Oaks Ranch.   
Informal discussions with the researcher have most migration change 
of white-tail deer during the rutting (breeding) season.  During the 
rest of the year, the researcher tends to find the transmitter deer in 
the same general areas suggesting that ingress and egress migration is 
low.  The tagged deer especially females tend to stay put when birthing 
and raising their young.  The research conclusion will provide a more 
concrete analysis.

More details are available at https://sites.google.com/site/
fairoaksranchdeer/home . You can enter tracking info, too, by 
completing the form at “How Can You Help?” at the same site.  Fun 
project for the children I am told!

DEER CAUTIONS
Rutting season is coming up…many of the bucks still have velvet 

on the sprouting antlers yet others are shedding it quickly.  This is 
repetitive to most of you yet we have many new families moving 
here the past twelve months or so.  Bucks become aggressive when 
in rut.  Their primary instinct is to breed.   Please stay alert and keep 
your distance over the next few months.   Explain to your children 
the same; avoid any feeding as the doe in season (heat) will bring the 
buck(s) to the area.   When the birthing begins (baby fawns) please 
continue your vigilance as a “mama doe protecting her fawn” is far 
more aggressive than any buck.  Fawns are absolutely adorable…
please resist touching them, moving them, etc.  Call Animal Control 
at City Hall if any concerns.

Photo by Gail Yovanovich, July 4, 2013
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expense with additional city staffing, city equipment, etc.

The FOR Utility company presented Water and Wastewater Fee 
schedule effective October 1, 2013 and Council approved it.  This is the 
3rd Year of the Three Year Phase-in Plan of the revised business model of 
the utility budgeting structure.  Year 1 and 2 added approximately $5.00 
each and Year 3 is in the same range.  

Public Works Department (PWD) is moving forward on two projects 
that Council approved as well.  First one is contracting with Building 
Technologies Division of Siemens to perform a special audit of the City’s 
properties, water/wastewater plants/lines, current meters, etc.  The goal is 
to identify areas needing updating or upgrading for maximum efficiencies 
and financial savings.  This audit will address “loss” of energy, water 
seepage, automatic meter readers, etc.  In addition, the PWD will initiate 
a Geographic Information Systems (GIS) database.  This is a computer 
software program with input/output potential data on parcel boundaries, 
water utilities, wastewater utilities, electric utilities and aerial imagery.  The 
work scope for both of these PWD projects is on the city website with the 
August Council Agenda Meeting Notice.  

The FOR Eight-Year Strategic Plan document with proposed timelines 
and estimated costs for each project was approved by Council.

It is understood that this is a plan dependent on annual city budget 
planning which includes economic issues, feasibility studies as well as needs.  
Each budget cycle Council must consider and approve funding sources as 
well as prioritizing of needs annually.  Full document is on the city website.   

Council reviewed and approved internal proposal to assign General 
Fund Reserves to specific categories:  Six Month Operating Expense - 

$1,848,000, Capital Improvements - $ 1,000,000, Legal Issues - $50,000 
and Unassigned Fund - $260,573.  Historically, the Reserves have been 
Unassigned.  This change provides direction with monies available for such.

A Broad Scope Assessment contract was approved to have an engineer 
firm examine Battle Intense/Cibolo Creek drainage.  The firm will 
conduct Hydraulic Modeling, provide Schematic Design Plan and 
Profile for a bridge to handle 10 Yr. Flood and a 25 Yr. Flood with 
Cost Estimations, include a Limited Floodplain Topographic Survey, 
research impeding Private Property and present related Right of Way 
impact.  Final report is due no later than September 30, 2013.   You 
may see surveyors plus others physically working at the site…now you 
know the rest of the story.

The organization of a Lifestyle Enhancement Ad-hoc Advisory 
Committee was discussed and approved that night as well.  The primary 
objective of the committee is to address potential opportunities for 
personal outdoor recreational activities within the Fair Oaks Ranch area.   
It will be a proactive approach to ask the needed questions, research, 
study and recommend potential opportunities for the area as a whole.  
Anticipate more information to be made available late September/early 
October 2013.

We appreciate that Peel, Inc. publishes our column; I hear from many 
residents that they appreciate being kept in the know.  The publication 
can also be viewed on their website the early part of the month as well 
as received in the mail mid-month.

Respectfully,
Cheryl Landman, Mayor

City of Fair Oaks Ranch, www.fairoaksranchtx.org

From The Mayor's Desk (Continued from Cover Page)

The sweltering days of summer are just around the corner 
and with increasing temperatures, come increasing pressures 
on our aquifers to meet water demands. Trinity Glen Rose 
Groundwater Conservation District (TGRGCD) would like 
to ask for your help in reducing that demand on groundwater. 
We offer a free on-site consultation to identify problems areas 
that could be resulting in higher water usage to home or business 
owners residing within our District. Following the visit, we offer 
recommendations to help reduce water usage both inside and 
outside the home and a “goody” bag full of conservation-related 
items, including a hose timer, moisture meter, and low-flow 
showerhead. We would love to work with you on conserving 
our water resources and helping potentially reduce your water 
bill as well!

To schedule a visit, give us a call at 210-698-1155!
To learn more about Trinity Glen Rose Groundwater 

Conservation District, please visit us at www.trinityglenrose.com.

Trinity Glen Rose Groundwater Conservation 
District Water Conservation Audit
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®Educating servant leaders.

TMI – The Episcopal School of Texas admits students of 
any race, color, and national or ethnic origin.

Since 1893

Attend Our Open House
RSVP online to attend one of our upcoming 

Open House events.

www.TMIEpiscopal.org • (210) 698-7171

Open House: Nov. 9, 2013 & Jan. 11, 2014
Early admission Deadline: Nov. 22, 2013 
Alkek Scholarship Deadline: Jan. 13, 2014

TMI – The Episcopal School of Texas challenges 
motivated students in grades 6-12, develops 
leaders and promotes service in everyday life. 
Experience the difference of a private school 
education. Visit our website to learn about our 
Alkek full-tuition, four-year scholarships.

On Saturday July 27th several hundred women gathered to enjoy 
each other, a delicious lunch, fabulous fashions, drama and song. 
The Hill Country Pregnancy Care Center’s annual Fashion Show 
was catered by Angel Food catering and featured wives of local 
pastors as their fashion models.  They all looked lovely in fashions 
that were provided by Lillians, Wear its At, and Christie’s. Some 
modeled with their children while others were accompanied by 
moms and grandmothers. They represented churches of many 
different denominations who were all united in their desire to 
provide services to pregnant women and their families.	

Teresa Marie Santos was the lucky winner of the Americus 
Diamond pendant.

 All services provided by the Hill Country Pregnancy Care Center 
are provided free of charge and include pregnancy tests, limited 
obstetric ultrasounds, STD testing, prenatal and parenting classes, 
material assistance and now child birthing classes along with free 
prenatal vitamins.

Anyone interested in learning more about HCPCC services, 
volunteering or helping to support this ministry is encouraged to 
call the Center at 249-9717.

Local Pastor’s Wives Help Raise Funds for  Pregnancy Care Center

Angie Brown, whose husband is Pastor Jason Brown of 
Nineteen:Ten Church, is shown here with her two daughters 

(who also modeled) and her mom.
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Creative Home Remodel

Creative Home Remodel is a complete residential 
and commercial construction company with 30 
years of building experience.

• Kitchen and Bath Remodeling
• Carpentry, Windows, Doors, Tile
• Handyman Services and Repairs
• Registered with: Home Advisor, Angie’s List
• Insured, S.A. Reg# H-923442

www.creativehomeremodelsa.com

Give us a Try ! ... Call Dennis direct for a free estimate

210.737.4968

• Painting • Plasters • Textures

A long-term follow-up to a groundbreaking study led by the director 
of the Cancer Therapy & Research Center confirms that a drug shown to 
reduce risk of prostate cancer by more than a third has no impact on lifespan 
but further reduces the risk of prostate cancer.  Reducing the risk of prostate 
tumors by about 30% - and low-grade tumors by 43% - means thousands of 
men can avoid a cancer diagnosis and subsequent treatments that significantly 
affect quality of life, said Ian M. Thompson Jr., M.D., director of the CTRC 
at The University of Texas Health Science Center at San Antonio.  The study 
was published today in the New England Journal of Medicine.

 “If you look at the number of prostate cancers that are diagnosed annually 
and multiply that by 30 percent, that’s the number of cancers we might be 
able to prevent each year,” Dr. Thompson said.  “That’s more than 71,000 
men. That’s more than 175 jumbo jets full of men who won’t get cancer, 
who won’t face treatments with side effects like sexual dysfunction.”

 “There’s nothing like disease prevention. Nothing comes close.”
 Finasteride is a generic drug developed and currently used by physicians 

to treat enlarged prostate and male pattern baldness. While it significantly 
reduces the risk of prostate cancer, during the trial of 19,000 men a slightly 
higher percentage of those on finasteride developed high-grade cancer than 
those taking a placebo (although this difference shrank in the follow-up 
analysis).  This caused concern and debate in the medical community, 

Finasteride saves men from prostate cancer
and doctors backed away from prescribing the drug.  Multiple studies 
prompted by this concern ultimately concluded finasteride, by shrinking 
the prostate and making the PSA test work better, made the tumors easier 
to find.  Nonetheless, in 2011, the Food and Drug Administration added 
a warning to the label about the increased risk of being diagnosed with 
high-grade prostate cancer.  The Prostate Cancer Prevention Trial, funded 
by a National Cancer Institute grant, began in 1993. It was coordinated by 
SWOG, an international network of research institutions, and led by Dr. 
Thompson. The men in the finasteride arm had a median age of 62 and 
took the drug for seven years.  The 18-year follow-up to the study examined 
survival in both study arms to see if there was an increased risk of death in 
men who took finasteride. The results show no impact on either overall 
survival or survival after prostate cancer diagnosis.

 “What that tells us is that in men who take finasteride, a third fewer will 
be diagnosed with prostate cancer.” Dr. Thompson said. In today’s medical 
climate, many men with even low-grade tumors are treated unnecessarily, 
he noted, and those treatments carry a considerable burden for the patient 
and for society.  

 “If we can free thousands of men each year from that unnecessary 
burden,” he said, “we could use those resources for other important medical 
interventions, reducing death and suffering from disease.”

NOT AVAILABLE ONLINE
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Articles and ads in this newsletter express the opinions of their authors and do not 
necessarily reflect the opinions of Peel, Inc. or its employees. Peel, Inc. is not responsible 
for the accuracy of any facts stated in articles submitted by others. The publisher also 
assumes no responsibility for the advertising content with this publication. All warranties 
and representations made in the advertising content are solely that of the advertiser and 
any such claims regarding its content should be taken up with the advertiser.
* The publisher assumes no liability with regard to its advertisers for misprints or failure 
to place advertising in this publication except for the actual cost of such advertising.
* Although every effort is taken to avoid mistakes and/or misprints, the publisher 
assumes no responsibility for any errors of information or typographical mistakes, except 
as limited to the cost of advertising as stated above or in the case of misinformation, a 
printed retraction/correction.
* Under no circumstances shall the publisher be held liable for incidental or consequential 
damages, inconvenience, loss of business or services, or any other liabilities from failure 
to publish, or from failure to publish in a timely manner, except as limited to liabilities 
stated above.

The Fair Oaks Gazette is a private publication published by Peel, Inc. It is not sanctioned 
by any homeowners association or organization, nor is it subject to the approval of any 
homeowners association or organization, nor is it intended, nor implied to replace any 
publication that may be published by or on behalf of any homeowners association or 
organization. At no time will any source be allowed to use The Fair Oaks Gazette contents, 
or loan said contents, to others in anyway, shape or form, nor in any media, website, print, 
film, e-mail, electrostatic copy, fax, or etc. for the purpose of solicitation, commercial 
use, or any use for profit, political campaigns, or other self amplification, under penalty 
of law without written or expressed permission from Peel, Inc. The information in the 
newsletter is exclusively for the private use of Peel, Inc.

Newcomers 
of San Antonio Club

Newcomers of San Antonio welcomes new members to its 
organization.  Newcomers of San Antonio is a club whose 
main mission is to welcome new residents (those living in 
the Greater San Antonio area 2 years or less) and help them 
learn about the area and form friendships.    For further 
information, contact  us at:  Newcomers_2001@yahoo.
com or call  800-411-7559.  Check out our web site at: www.
newcomersofsanantonio.org.
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TripAdvisor named Travaasa® Austin a Top 10 Destination Spa. Enjoy true  
farm-to-table meals from the new Travaasa Farm. Plus, taste delicious 
straight-from-the-earth creations served from our new food truck.

ADVENTURE  /   CULINARY  /   CULTURE  /   F ITNESS  /   SPA & WELLNESS

1. 877.935 .4761 or v i s i t  t r ava a sa . com

GO FOR  
A ROLL IN 
THE HAY. 
REALLY. 
WE HAVE  
A FARM.

34348_TRV_TexasMonthly_Sept.indd   1 8/5/13   11:29 AM
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WWW.COLINSHOPE.ORG

PREVENTABLE
DROWNING IS

WATER SAFETY TIPS AT

LAYERS OF PROTECTION

Volunteer - Donate
COLINSHOPE.ORG

Ongoing: Colin’s Hope Athlete Ambassadors of all ages needed! www.tinych.org/signup

February 16:

September 8:  5th annual Colin’s Hope Kids Tri, and All Star Burger Fundraiser (10% of sales donated).
October 19:  Sharkfest Austin Swim bene�ting Colin’s Hope. Volunteers needed.  
November:  Underwater Holiday Photos (multiple locations and dates). 

2013

Fall

Calendar

Drowning is preventable!

VISIT
US 

ONLINE

CHECK POOLS
& HOTTUBS 1ST 

FOR MISSING 
CHILDREN

CONSTANT
VISUAL

SUPERVISION

MULTIPLE 
BARRIERS

ON ALL POOLS 
& HOTTUBS

LEARN
CPR

KEEP
BACKYARDS

&BATHROOMS 
SAFE

LEARN 
TO 

SWIM

WEAR
LIFE

JACKETS

Be a Water Guardian and Watch Kids around Water.

Austin Marathon. Runners, walkers, and water stop volunteers needed.

Thank you to all who supported our e�orts this year to raise water safety
awareness to prevent children from drowning.


