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Volume 3  Issue 10

NEWS FOR THE RESIDENTS OF FAIR OAKS R ANCH

October 2013

From the Mayor’s Desk... 
“Everyday is a Good Day in Fair Oaks Ranch”©

(Continued on Page 3)

25TH ANNIVERSARY CELEBRATION
Our motto above has never been truer than Saturday, September 21st.  

Absolutely perfect weather welcomed our residents to the City’s 25th 
Anniversary Celebration after many days of much needed rain for our 
area.  Folks are still talking about what a great event plus being enjoyable 
from its start to its end for everyone in the family.

It takes many people to plan, organize and execute such celebrations 
plus volunteers to help with the various details needed from the start 
to the finish of the evening. The City’s 25th Anniversary Celebration 
Steering Committee members were Jesse Martinez, Baron Houser, 
Heather Tessmer and Cheryl Landman.  The reward for the steering 
committee members is seeing big smiles and hearing lots of laughter 
throughout the evening. The professional video photographer hopefully 
caught each of you smiling and sharing laughs. 

Chow Down Alley buzzed all evening offering various food specialties; 
Fun Zone kept the younger residents entertained with the inflatable 
rock pyramid, super slide, castle bounce and the special train rides; Hot 
Wheelz enticed many to check out the fire truck, ambulance robot and 
police car with the parents checking out the Harley-Davidson bikes 
plus new Mercedes Benz, Toyota and Chevrolet models.  Exhibitors 
throughout congratulated the City on its 25th Birthday and showed their 

wares whether products or services.  The Quality of Life area highlighted 
landscaping suggestions for our semi-arid area, oak wilt issues, recycling, 
the white-tail deer research progress, energy and water conservation, etc.  
Gary Younglove, author of VISION to REALITY, Brief History of Fair 
Oaks Ranch was available to sign books.  Books are available for sale at 
City Hall; it’s the perfect Christmas stocking stuffer! 

The Official Welcome segment had Presentation of Colors by 
Champion ROTC with the National Anthem trumpet solo followed 
by the Invocation from General/Chaplain Robert Herring (Retired). 
General Herring along with Boots Gaubatz and Don King are the 
founding fathers of our city. And I feel confident that both Boots and 
Don were smiling down on us Saturday with special pride. Council 
members, previous Mayor Dan Kasprowicz and June Gaubatz were 
introduced and recognized. The Brother Fork Band took the stage 
shortly thereafter to welcome the World War II “War Birds” fly-over 
playing God Bless the USA by Lee Greenwood.  It was quite moving 
as the pilots did four unique formation passes!

Truly appreciate everyone’s participation and commitment to 
make this a memorable 25th Birthday for Fair Oaks Ranch.  Stage 
co-sponsors were Frost Bank and Toyota of Boerne. GVTC sponsored 
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 Please support the advertisers that make Fair Oaks Gazette 
possible. If you would like to support the newsletter by 
advertising, please contact our sales office at 888-687-6444 
or advertising@peelinc.com. The advertising deadline is the 
20th of the month prior to the issue. 

ADVERTISING INFO

EMERGENCIES NUMBERS
EMERGENCY ................................................................. 911
Fire .................................................................................... 911
Ambulance ........................................................................ 911
Fair Oaks Ranch Police Department ..................210-698-0990
Animal Control .................................................210-698-0990

SCHOOLS
Boerne ISD ...............................................www.boerne-isd.net
Fair Oaks Ranch Elementary .............................210-698-1616

UTILITIES
Allied Waste Services - Garbage & Recycling .....210-648-5222
AT&T - Telephone ............................................800-464-7928
CPSEnergy ....................................(new service) 210-353-2222
  ...............................(service trouble or repairs) 210-353-4357
Fair Oaks Ranch Utilities - Water ......................210-698-7685
GVTC - Cable & Telephone .............................800-367-4882
Pedernales Electric Co-op ..................................888-554-4732
Time Warner - Cable .........................................210-244-0500

OTHER
United States Post Office .........................................................
 607 E. Blanco. Rd. -  Boerne, TX ..................830-249-2414
  ........................ (delivery info, stops, fwds, ect.) 830-249-9303
 5837 De Zavala Rd - San Antonio, TX ..........210-641-0248

IMPORTANT NUMBERS

ARTICLE INFO
 The Fair Oaks Gazette is mailed monthly to all Fair 
Oaks Ranch area residents. Residents, community groups, 
churches, etc. are welcome to include information about their 
organizations in the newsletter.  Personal news for the Stork 
Report, Teenage Job Seekers, recipes, special celebrations, and 
birthday announcements are also welcome.

 To submit an article for the Fair Oaks Gazette, please email 
it to fairoaksranch@peelinc.com.  The deadline is the 15th of 
the month prior to the issue.

By Elizabeth Allen    

GIRL SCOUT WRITES  
CHILDREN'S BOOK ON CANCER 

WITH CTRC’S HELP

  “I know children are very curious,” said Olivia Martin, 15. That’s 
because Olivia had lots of questions herself eight years ago when 
her mother was diagnosed with breast cancer.   The experiences of 
Olivia and her little brother inspired her Gold Award project for 
the Girl Scouts of Southwest Texas a short children’s book called “C 
is for Cancer: A Guide for Children Whose Family Members Have 
Cancer.”  She presented the book to a group of patients Aug. 21 at 
the Cancer Therapy & Research Center, part of The University of 
Texas Health Science Center at San Antonio.

Children want to know “Adults might think, ‘Oh, they’re young, 
they don’t really know what’s going on,’” Olivia said. “Even if you 
don’t tell them anything, they can tell by body language.”  Olivia’s 
book gives short, simple explanations about cancer, its stages and its 
treatment. She describes side effects like hair loss and vomiting in 
the gentlest terms, and also includes a section on what kids can do 
to help.  “Helping wash the dishes, fold the laundry, and clean the 
house are some things you might have to do,” she writes. “Do not 
be embarrassed if your family member is bald. Do not be afraid to 
ask questions. You do not have to be afraid of catching cancer. It is 
not contagious like a cold.”

Helpful resource for parents Her mother, Jeanine Martin, recalled 
her own attempts to educate and reassure her small children when 
she was diagnosed. Both Olivia and her little brother had a lot of 
questions, she said.   “Why won’t the cells stop growing? Why do 
you have it and not somebody else? It was very difficult to find the 
answers to those questions at a child’s level,” Martin said.  She also 
realized, after explaining the diagnosis and surgery, that they still 
faced chemotherapy and radiation. That brought more rounds of 
questions. “I don’t think it was until I got to twice-a-year visits that 
they really started to relax,” Martin said.

CTRC faculty and staff helped with the book CTRC faculty and 
staff members were among those who helped Olivia. They include 
Steve Weitman, M.D., Ph.D., director of the Institute for Drug 
Development; Mary Jackson, director of Patient and Family Services; 
and Kayla Jackson, senior research coordinator.   Olivia is planning to 
publish her book online, and it is now posted on the CTRC website 
where people can access it for free.  “It’s a book you can give to kids, 
but it can also be a guideline for adults with younger children,” Olivia 
said. “By children knowing what to expect, they won’t be as fearful.”

BUSINESS CLASSIFIEDS
Alcala Enterprises - Seasonal clean-ups - landscaping, sod, 
mulch, lawn dressing - mowing - shrub- tree trimming Call 
mark @ 210-710-5010 We accept credit cards!
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the light towers covering the entire venue – City Hall premises, FOR 
Elementary play field and adjoining open spaces.  Numerous businesses 
and individuals provided door prizes (87 prizes) with a total value almost 
$8,000.  The donors’ generosity continues with promotional items in 
the Welcome bag as well as given out at the exhibitors and food booths.  

Upon arriving at the Welcome entrance, volunteer residents greeted 
everyone.  Cibolo Creek Community Church volunteers helped at the 
Fun Zone as well as handled the shuttle bus needs at the church.  In 
addition, cadets from Champion ROTC began working at 8:00am on 
Saturday and did not stop until 9:30pm doing everything and anything 
needed.  Top notch job by all!  My personal thanks to all city staff 
members who contributed before, during and after the event.

Our FOR Elementary and Cibolo Creek Community Church made 
this milestone possible by sharing their properties.

Numerous attendees gave us pats on the back for using the City 
Hall campus as well as the new landscape project in front of the City 
Hall building.  Plants are drought resistant and adapt well.  The 
Maintenance Staff did a great job in the selection, planting and now 
caring for the landscape.  

A expansive thank you and deep appreciation goes to each of our 

ACACIA LANDSCAPING & DESIGN  •  ACADIAN AMBULANCE  •  ALLSTATE - SMEBY & ASSOCIATES  •  AN EMPTY VASE  •  ANYTIME FITNESS CENTER
BH&G REAL ESTATE BRADFIELD PROPERTIES  •  BOO DAWGS  •  BRAND LIQUORS  •  CAESAR KLEBERG WILDLIFE RESEARCH INSTITUTE/TXA&M

CARL'S CLEANERS  •  CAVENDER CHEVROLET  •  CE GROUP  •  CHAMPION ROTC  •  CIBOLO CREEK COMMUNITY CHURCH  •  CITY OF FAIR OAKS RANCH   
CONROY'S IRISH PUB  •  CPS ENERGY   •  CULLIGAN TEXAS HILL COUNTRY  •  DAVEY TREES  •  FAIR OAKS RANCH HOMEOWNERS ASSOCIATION

FAMILY IMAGES PLAY THERAPY CLINIC  •  FOR ELEMENTARY SCHOOL  •  FOR GOLF & COUNTRY CLUB  •  FRILL SEEKERS  •  FROST BANK
GENEVA SCHOOL OF BOERNE  •  GOTTA RIDE BIKES  •  GVTC  •  GVTC FOUNDATION  •  HEB BOERNE  •  INFUSION SALON & SPA  •  TSO/ JACK ROUNDTREE  

JAVELINA HARLEY-DAVIDSON  •  JESSE MARTINEZ  •  JENNINGS ANDERSON FORD  •  JOHN HOBSON  •  LEON SPRINGS VOLUNTEER FIRE DEPARTMENT
LETS TAKE A TRIP  •  LILLIANS OF BOERNE  •  MAIN STREET CAFÉ  •  MCNAUGHT LAW FIRM  •  MERCEDES BENZ OF BOERNE  •  NOW SALON 

NWSA REALTY  •  PAPA JOHN'S  •  RANDOLPH BROOKS FCU  •  REPUBLIC SERVICES  •  ROTARY CLUB OF FAIR OAKS RANCH  •  RPM MORTGAGE, INC
RUKAVINA PHOTOGRAPHY  •  THE RUSTY BUCKET  •  SAN ANTONIO FCU  •  STONEHOUSE BUILDERS  •  TESSMER LAW FIRM  •  TEXAS HERITAGE BANK  

THE BROTHER FORK BAND  •  THE VET CLINIC  •  TOYOTA OF BOERNE  •  TRI COUNTY MEAT MARKET
TRINITY GLENN ROSE GROUNDWATER CONSERVATION DISTRICT  •  UNITED SAN ANTONIO FCU  •  WAGMORE PET RESORT

residents as you are the City of Fair Oaks Ranch!
On behalf of Council, City staff and I, we are pleased and honored 

that you call Fair Oaks Ranch home.

COUNCIL HIGHLIGHTS
The regular meeting held September 19th dealt with new fiscal year 

needs primarily.  Council approved ratifying the 2013 property tax, 
approved the balanced 2013-2014 General Fund and Utility Fund 
Budgets, levied the property tax rate at .2663 per $100 valuation same 
as 2012-2013 and included dates due, delinquent and applicable for 
early payment discounts.  The exemptions were approved to remain as 
previous years.  In addition, Council approved the 2013-2014 Staffing, 
Compensation and Benefits Package.  The City is prepared to continue 
its operation activities effective October 1, 2013 for another year!  You 
can view all budget materials on the city’s website.

In closing, please thank those who participated in our 25th Anniversary 
Celebration to make it the event of the year.

Respectfully,
Cheryl Landman, Mayor

City of Fair Oaks Ranch, www.fairoaksranchtx.org

Silly Billy
The City of San Antonio Shelter 

staff thought I was really special 
and they asked if CARE could help, 
so CARE saved me. My name is 
Silly Billy because they think I am 
a silly guy, curious and sweet. I am 
Lab mix, 2 years old and 35 lbs, 
which is a great size. I am very happy to be around people and 
be scratched. I am good with other dogs.  I walk pretty good 
on a leash and 35 lbs is pretty easy to handle. I am neutered, 
vaccinated and micro-chipped.

CARE ADOPTABLES
for more information on any of these adoptables please call CARE at 210-313-3600.

 Girly
My Foster Mom says I am such a 

happy, sweet girl. You should see me 
in person; my tail is always wagging. 
It was even wagging when I was 
at the city shelter, but now I am 
rescued and it is wagging even more 
in my Foster Home.  I absolutely 
adore being loved on but I don’t beg for you to pet me, so I am 
not annoying. I have a long list of wonderful characteristics: rides 
well in the car, walks easily on a leash, is potty trained,  gets along 

(Continued on Page 4)
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Open House, Nov. 9, 2013
RSVP Online: www.TMIEpiscopal.org

8:30 a.m. – 11:30 a.m., TMI Campus at 
20955 W. Tejas Trail, San Antonio

®

TMI – The Episcopal School of Texas admits students of any race, color, and national or ethnic origin.

 TMI – The Episcopal School of Texas challenges 
motivated students in grades 6-12, develops leaders 
and promotes service in everyday life. Visit our 
website to learn about our Alkek full-tuition, four-year 
scholarships and other exciting opportunities.

2014-2015 Application Timeline & Dates:

  RSVP for the November 9 Open House  
www.EnrollTMI.com

  Apply for Early Admission  
(Deadline is November 22, 2013)

  Apply for the Alkek Scholarship  
(Deadline is January 13, 2014)

  RSVP and Attend the January 13, 2014 Open House 
(if unable to attend in November)

extremely well with other dogs and kids, enjoys playing but is 
also content just hanging around.  My Foster Mom can’t find 
one thing that would need "fixing"! Oh, I also sleep through the 
night without a crate and obey the occasional "no".  But you don’t 
have to say it too much, because I am a good girl.  My name is 
Girly. I  am a German Shepherd mix about 45-55 lbs & 1 year 
old approximately.   I am spayed, vaccinated and microchipped.

 
Gabby

My name is Gabby which might 
imply chatty or outgoing, but I am 
quite the opposite. I am shy and not 
getting noticed here at the City of San 
Antonio Shelter. But I am friendly, 
it just takes a few minutes for me to 
know if you are a good person or a bad person. Unfortunately, 
sometimes when you are a stray dog in San Antonio, you come 
across some bad people, so you never know.

I am a friendly but shy female terrier mix. I need a patient 
person to help me warm up. I am 35 lbs approximately 1 ½ 
years old. The CARE ladies think I am cute and would love to 

get me into a foster or adoptive home so that my true personality 
can shine.

I will be spayed, vaccinated and microchipped. Please call 
Peggy at 210-313-3600 or email her at pbrink@caretx.org if you 
can foster or adopt me! CARE is a San Antonio, Texas, based 
organization that saves dogs/cats from local shelters that would 
otherwise be euthanized. Their website is www.caretx.org.

 
Cinderella

Man do I wish fairy tails, yes spelled 
tails, were true. I wouldn’t ask my fairy 
Godmother for a Prince, I would ask her for 
a family. I was at the City of San Antonio 
shelter and CARE is a local rescue group 
that got me out of there. I am a sweet girl 
and they named me Cinderella because 
they think I am as perfect as a princess! Easy going & sweet. I 
would make a great nap dog, oh wait, I think they said lap dog. 
Whatever, I like naps too and especially naps on laps.  They have 
me labeled as a Chihuahua mix, but I look a little Doxie-ish too 
in my coloring and ears. I am about 8 months and weigh around 
10 lbs. I am spayed, vaccinated and micro-chipped.

Care Adoptables (Continued from Page 3)
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Jack Kassinger was born in Henderson, Ky, and grew up in nearby 
Livermore where he graduated from high school in 1967.  In January 
1968, when he was invited to be drafted into the U.S. Army, he 
elected to join the U.S. Marines.   

Jack served one tour in Vietnam where he was wounded in action on 
Memorial Day 1969.  Later, after returning from Vietnam, he served 
as a Marine Security Guard at the United Stated Embassy in Rio de 
Janeiro, Brazil.  He left the Marine Corps in 1972 and went to work 
for the Central Intelligence Agency.  Since his retirement from the 
CIA, he has worked as the principal executive overseeing the 
construction of the American Embassy in Moscow, Russia, and the 
American Embassy in Beijing, China. 

Jack is the recipient of the Intelligence Star and two Intelligence 
Medals of Merit awarded by the CIA and numerous other citations by 
the Department of Defense. 

Jack began writing his memoir, “Holding Hands with Heroes,” to give 
his children an appreciation for the work he did as a CIA employee.  
He discovered he enjoys the creative outlet writing provides.  He has 
now authored two novels that draw heavily on his experience in the 
CIA - Noble Cause and Storms Over Zimbabwe: The OPCON 
Finding. 

He has done presentations at the Marine Corps Heritage Museum in 
Quantico, Virginia, local Rotary Clubs and the Assistance League of 
San Antonio. 

Jack resides in Fair Oaks Ranch, Texas, with his wife, Cherie.  They 
have two children, Emily Rose married to Scott Rose and Jesse 
Kassinger married to Michelle Nichols Kassinger.  They are the 
proud grandparents of five grandchildren.  In addition to writing, Jack 
enjoys golf and travel. 

His books may be purchased in printed or electronic form from 
Amazon.com or most major online retailers.  For more information, 
contact Jack at 210.241.2111 or kassingerj@aol.com. 

Local Resident Turns Author 
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Articles and ads in this newsletter express the opinions of their authors and do not 
necessarily reflect the opinions of Peel, Inc. or its employees. Peel, Inc. is not responsible 
for the accuracy of any facts stated in articles submitted by others. The publisher also 
assumes no responsibility for the advertising content with this publication. All warranties 
and representations made in the advertising content are solely that of the advertiser and 
any such claims regarding its content should be taken up with the advertiser.
* The publisher assumes no liability with regard to its advertisers for misprints or failure 
to place advertising in this publication except for the actual cost of such advertising.
* Although every effort is taken to avoid mistakes and/or misprints, the publisher 
assumes no responsibility for any errors of information or typographical mistakes, except 
as limited to the cost of advertising as stated above or in the case of misinformation, a 
printed retraction/correction.
* Under no circumstances shall the publisher be held liable for incidental or consequential 
damages, inconvenience, loss of business or services, or any other liabilities from failure 
to publish, or from failure to publish in a timely manner, except as limited to liabilities 
stated above.

The Fair Oaks Gazette is a private publication published by Peel, Inc. It is not sanctioned 
by any homeowners association or organization, nor is it subject to the approval of any 
homeowners association or organization, nor is it intended, nor implied to replace any 
publication that may be published by or on behalf of any homeowners association or 
organization. At no time will any source be allowed to use The Fair Oaks Gazette contents, 
or loan said contents, to others in anyway, shape or form, nor in any media, website, print, 
film, e-mail, electrostatic copy, fax, or etc. for the purpose of solicitation, commercial 
use, or any use for profit, political campaigns, or other self amplification, under penalty 
of law without written or expressed permission from Peel, Inc. The information in the 
newsletter is exclusively for the private use of Peel, Inc.

FREE LARGE ITEM 
PICK UP

Couches, dressers, washer/dryers, 
dining room furniture, etc...

Out with the old, in with the new! 
Call us today and we will come and pick up 

your items for FREE.

HCAL is a non profit 501c3 so all your 
donations are tax deductible.

(830) 249-8040
115 W. Bandera (Next to Sonic)

Than
k You 

Fair
 Oaks 

Woman’s
 Club

 for y
our 

Donat
ions Creative Home Remodel

Creative Home Remodel is a complete residential 
and commercial construction company with 30 
years of building experience.

• Kitchen and Bath Remodeling
• Carpentry, Windows, Doors, Tile
• Handyman Services and Repairs
• Registered with: Home Advisor, Angie’s List
• Insured, S.A. Reg# H-923442

www.creativehomeremodelsa.com

Give us a Try ! ... Call Dennis direct for a free estimate

210.737.4968

• Painting • Plasters • Textures

The sweltering days of summer persist and with temperatures 
still in the 90s, we continue to face increasing pressure on our 
aquifers to meet water demands. Trinity Glen Rose Groundwater 
Conservation District (TGRGCD) would like to ask for your 
help in reducing that demand on groundwater. We offer a free 
on-site consultation to identify problems areas that could be 
resulting in higher water usage to home or business owners 
residing within our District. Following the visit, we offer 
recommendations to help reduce water usage both inside and 
outside the home and a “goody” bag full of conservation-related 
items, including a hose timer, moisture meter, and low-flow 
showerhead. We would love to work with you on conserving 
our water resources and helping potentially reduce your water 
bill as well!

To schedule a visit, give us a call at 210-698-1155!
To learn more about Trinity Glen Rose Groundwater Conservation 

District, please visit us at www.trinityglenrose.com.

Trinity Glen Rose Groundwater 
Conservation District Water 

Conservation Audit



Copyright © 2013 Peel, Inc. Fair Oaks Gazette - October 2013     7

FAIR OAKS RANCH

ADVENTURE  /  CULINARY  /  CULTURE  /  F ITNESS  /  SPA & WELLNESS

1.877.489.3458 or v is i t  travaasa .com

TripAdvisor named Travaasa® Austin as one of the Top 10 Destination Spas  
in the United States. Best of all, at Travaasa, you never pay a resort fee.

UNLEASH YOUR 
INNER YEEHAW.

35405_TRV_Texas_OctAd.indd   1 9/6/13   4:31 PM
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FOR

308 Meadowlark St.
Lakeway, TX 78734-4717

Mention this ad for your VIP deal. 
CALL NOW!

FREE 5 tuner Genie HD/DVR
Instant rebate on all packages
Record, watch and playback in 

HD from any room

FREE Installation
Up to 3 FREE additional 

HD client boxes
FREE HBO, Cinemax, Starz 
& Showtime for 3 months

DIRECTV is rolling out 
the RED CARPET

Pricing exclusively 
for Residents

1.888.799.0512

DIRECTV

$29.99
Prices starting at


