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Common Area Clean-up
Busy beavers have been at work with chain saws.  Just in case you 

haven’t noticed, the Family Pool has a new haircut with the removal of 
overgrown trees and palm fronds.  It looks quite nice.  The entrances 
at Fairbanks North Houston and Windfern have been widened with 
the removal of brush and graffiti has been removed.  At the Gessner 
entrance, old trees have been removed and replaced with smaller, 
more desirable species.  The Lake #2 Palm Tree at the waterfall has 
been cleaned of fronds.  On Windfern, Philippine, Gessner, Mauna 
Loa, and Fairbanks North Houston, extensive vine cutting and brush 
removal has taken place.

MUD 261 News
District Projects Complete and Operational

This year has seen MUD 261 complete major joint water and 
wastewater projects.  These projects are complete, operational, 
and completed on budget.

JOINT WATER TRANSMISSION LINE AND
RE-PRESSURIZATION PROJECT 

 Windfern Forest Utility District and MUD 261 entered into 
a joint agreement to ensure improved, sustained water pressure 
for both districts through construction of a $2 million water 
transmission line that permits City of Houston water to be 
delivered to WFUD facilities and re-pumped at higher pressures 
to customers.  

 By contract, MUD 261 paid 26 percent of the project costs 
and now owns a like share of the line capacity.  Our district 
continues to have two open sources for water receipt: the City 
of Houston and WFUD groundwater wells.  The completed 
project permits both districts to fully utilize the monthly City 
of Houston “take-or-pay” purchased water contract and allows 
re-pressurization that has boosted customer water pressures by 
approximately ten psi.

 The District paid for the project by conserving cash for several 
years, then managing cash flow and disbursing the savings during 
construction.  No debt was issued.

 SEWAGE TREATMENT PLANT REHAB PROJECT

 In addition, 2013 saw Rolling Fork PUD and MUD 261 
complete a rework of the joint sewage treatment plant (STP).  
The old facility was due for major maintenance and repairs.  In 
accordance with our contract with RFPUD, MUD 261 shared 
32 percent of the $1 million project cost.

 The STP rehab is expected to ensure good operation and 
reduced maintenance for approximately the next fifteen years.

 Similar to the joint water transmission line project, the district 
paid our share via funds saved in anticipation of the event.  No 
money was borrowed.

 As our district ages, additional long-term water and wastewater 
projects will be necessary to maintain service.  The MUD has 
been working with our engineering and operations advisors to 
identify such work and estimate costs.

Houston Repertoire Ballet
Houston Repertoire Ballet's The Nutcracker will feature Woodwind 

Lakes Residents Katie Davis and Shea Ritter!  
Performances are on Saturday, December 7 at 2 pm & 7 pm and 

on Sunday, December 8 at 1 pm & 430 pm at Tomball High School 
Theatre, 30330 Quinn Road Tomball TX 77375

FOR TICKET INFORMATION,
CALL 281-940-HRB1 (4721)

OR VISIT WWW.HRBDANCE.ORG
COST IS $18 FOR STUDENTS AND SENIORS, $22 FOR ALL OTHERS.
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IMPORTANT CONTACTS
BOARD OF DIRECTORS

Darin Duphorne ...................................darinwwl@sbcglobal.net  
Jay Michaels ......................................jaysmichaels@earthlink.net
Greg Neuman.......................................neumantmsl@yahoo.com
JC Rubiano...................................................................................
Ray Pavia......................................................................................

NEWSLETTER & WEBSITE
Editor
Frank Cario .............................................. frank@sterlingasi.com 
  .........................................................................832-678-4500

Janine Cruz ............................................. janine@sterlingasi.com
Advertising 
Peel, Inc ............................................ advertising@PEELinc.com
  ......................................................................1-888-687-6444

GROUNDS COMMITTEE
Diana Mintner ................................... dianamintner@gmail.com
Suzanne Fontenot-Williams ............................. suzydiver@att.net

PAVILION & ADULT POOL
Donna Jackson .....................................................713-466-8668
  ...............................................................kotilla@hotmail.com

MOTHERS OF WWL
Rebecca Waterman ....................rebeccawaterman@sbcglobal.net

WOMEN'S CLUB
Diana Mintner ................................... dianamintner@gmail.com
Gail Ford ................................................. ggford@sbcglobal.com
Stacia Harvey .............................................. sfonfara@gmail.com
Dawn Porter ......................................dawns_08080@yahoo.com

OTHER USEFUL NUMBERS
Sterling Association Services, Inc.
  .................................................. servicedesk@sterlingasi.com
  .........................................................................832-678-4500
 6842 North Sam Houston Parkway W., Houston TX 77064
 Mailing Address - P.O. Box 38113, Houston TX 77238-8113
Association Manager - Frank Cario......... frank@sterlingasi.com
Administrative Assistant - Janine Cruz .. janine@sterlingasi.com

Call Before You Dig ....... 1-800-DIG-TESS or 1-800-344-8377
Pct. 4 Constable ................................................281-376-3472

Street Light Outage ...........................................713-207-2222
  .................. www.centerpointenergy.com - Have light number.

Texas Department of Public Safety Crime Service
  .................................................http://records.txdps.state.tx.us

SECTIONS 1, 2, 3
WASTE MGT CUSTOMER SERVICE..............713-686-6666

Trash Pick-up is Tuesday and Friday.
Water/Sewer Issues, all Sections: 281-807-9500

M.U.D. #261 BOARD SECTIONS 1, 2 & 3
Raymond A. Merola ..................................................... President
  .........................................................................713-688-2321
S. Brady Whittaker ............................................... Vice President
  .........................................................................713-275-3910
Jason Van Loo .............................................................. Secretary
  .........................................................................281-236-6419
John Oyen ..................................................................... Director
  .........................................................................713-446-3959
Walter E. Spears ............................................................ Director
  .........................................................................281-531-0501
M.U.D. 261 .......................................www.HCMUD261.com

SECTION 4 VILLAGE OF WOODWIND LAKES
Royal Disposal & Recycle, P.O. Box 160, Fulshear TX 77441
P. - 713-526-1536  |  F. - 281-346-2961 |  royaldisposal@comcast.net
Trash pick-up for Section 4 only, is on Wednesday and Saturday 
including curbside recycling every Saturday.

UTILITIES

ADVERTISING INFO
 Please support the advertisers that make the Woodwind Lakes 
Newsletter possible. If you are interested in advertising, please 
contact our sales office at 1-888-687-6444 or advertising@peelinc.
com. The advertising deadline is the 8th of the month prior to 
the issue. 

ARTICLE INFO
 The Woodwind Lakes Newsletter is mailed monthly to all 
Woodwind Lakes residents. Residents, community groups, churches, 
etc. are welcome to submit information about their organizations 
in the newsletter.  Personal news for the Stork Report, Teenage Job 
Seekers, recipes, special celebrations, and birthday announcements 
are also welcome.

To submit an article for consideration please email it to frank@
sterlingasi.com.  The deadline is the 9th of the month prior to the issue.

USEFUL LINKS
WL Website……………….................http://woodwindlakes.us/
Sec 1, 2 and 3 Utility ..................................................................   
  .................... http://hcmud261.com/HCMUD261/Index.htm
Section 4 Utility ....................................... http://www.wfud.org/
Social Media  .. https://woodwindlakes.nextdoor.com/news_feed/
Newsletter ............................................http://www.peelinc.com/
Sec 4 Gate (ICS) ........................................................................
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The weather we have all been awaiting has finally arrived.  
It’s so nice to see so many residents enjoying our community 
trails.  And speaking of which - the Grounds Committee is 
undertaking the “revamping” of the entrances to the trails.  This 
will not be completed overnight, but we have been planning 
and meeting and drawing up the plans to add more color and 
“interest” to those areas.  Our current Grounds Committee 
members are Terry Buckner, Jim and Linda Coapland, Joe and 
Lucille DeFatta, Laura Gomez, Ken Hein, Joyce Kraft, Michael 
Landry, Jay and Ellen Michaels, Ray Pavia, Mauricio Villegas, 
Hank and Suzanne Fontenot Williams and Dave and Diana 
Mintner.  We welcome all residents to join us.  Our NEXT 
MEETING is TUESDAY, NOVEMBER 5TH at 7 PM at the 
home of Joyce Kraft, 7710 Allegro Drive.

Many homeowners have also been working hard on their 
front yard landscaping.  We would like to congratulate the 
following who have received YARD OF THE MONTH 
certificates and gift cards to RCW Nursery:

AUGUST:

SEPTEMBER:

OCTOBER:

SECTION ONE - 7806 ENSEMBLE DRIVE
SECTION TWO - 7703 ALLEGRO DRIVE

SECTION THREE - 7731 ADAGIO AVENUE
SECTION FOUR - 8015 CHORALE COURT

SECTION ONE - 9315 WOODWIND LAKES DRIVE
SECTION TWO - 7603 ROLLING ROCK

SECTION THREE - 7918 ADAGIO AVENUE
SECTION FOUR - 9327 ORATORIO COURT

SECTION ONE - 9202 BRAHMS LANE
SECTION TWO - 9006 RHAPSODY LANE

SECTION THREE - 8727 ANDANTE
SECTION FOUR - 7902 CLARION WAY

Remember that our December YARD OF THE MONTH 
winners will be chosen based on holiday décor.  And of course, 
we are always excited when Monarch Landscaping hangs all of 
our wreaths throughout the neighborhood

On behalf of the Grounds Committee of Woodwind Lakes, 
we wish everyone a Happy Thanksgiving.

Women's Club
The Women's Club of WWL is planning to go out for lunch 

and a movie on November 19, 2013.
For more information about the Women's Club, please 

contact one of the WC of WWL officers.
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Gardening Tips

Presented By RCW Nurseries

Thanksgiving, Christmas and New Year's are just around the 
corner.  Each year at this time we're kept busy answering questions 
about what to plant, and when to fertilize, during this cooler period 
to keep the yard looking at its festive best.  Here's a few we feel 
are of general interest to all:

Q: Can I plant Pansies now?  
A: Absolutely!  Not only can you plant Pansies, there are a huge 

variety of flowering plants that provide winter color, in the ground 
or a container.  Many of these are available throughout the season:

English Daisies, Snapdragons, Stock, Alyssum, Hollyhock, 
Iceland Poppy, California Poppy, Ornamental Kale, Nemesia, 
Heliotope, Lobelia, Violas, and Pot Marigold.

All perform well in full to partial winter sun.  Water and mulch 
them after planting.  To keep them blooming, you can foliar feed 
them with a soluble fertilizer every 2 weeks.  You can also dead 
head the spent blooms to force more flowering branches.  

The exceptions are Alyssum, Lobelia, and Nemesia where you 
want to trim them back after New Years, Valentine’s Day, and 
Easter.  And there is no way to dead head or trim Ornamental Kale.

Q: Is there any plant that will flower in the shade during winter?  
A: Cyclamen is your only choice.  It is a tuber, so just plant it high 

so the tuber sits on top of the soil; otherwise it can rot.  Powdering 
the planting hole with bone and/or blood meal will keep it fed all 
winter.  Dead head the spent blooms to encourage it to produce 
more flowers.  Some varieties of Cyclamen have a talcum powder 
scent, making them perfect to plant near a doorway.

Depending on how deeply shaded where it is planted, Cyclamen’s 
leaves make a wonderful ground cover during the warm season. 

Q: When and with what does one feed blooming Camellias 
and Azaleas?

A: Feed both shrubs after they are done blooming.  Camellias 
should be fed after blooming, and then again six weeks later.  
Azaleas are also fed after they are done blooming, monthly until 
June.  Both can be fed with an Azalea/Camellia/Magnolia fertilizer.  
Just follow the label directions.

Happy Gardening!
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Mothers of Woodwind Lakes

10219 Ella Lee Lane   •   Houston, TX 77042   •   713-782-4421   •   www.graceschool.org

We invite you to visit our campus, meet the faculty 
and staff, and see what our school can offer your 

family. Join us for:

Every Tuesday and Thursday during October, November, and December. 

For more information, please contact our admissions office at 713-267-8705 or email 
kmcmordie@graceschool.org. 

Tourific Tuesdays
Primary School (20 mths - PreK) 9 a.m.

Lower School (K - 5th) 10 a.m.

Tourific Thursdays
Middle School (6th - 8th) 9 a.m.

Spring Open House
January 24, 2014 at 9 a.m.

20 mths - 8th grade

Our mission is to provide a rigorous educational program that embraces the teachings 
of Jesus Christ in a safe and inclusive environment.

Mothers of Woodwind Lakes is open to all families in the 
neighborhood. The primary purpose of the group is to meet other 
families and share resources that interest families. Most recent 
information on play dates & events will be posted via the NextDoor 
Woodwind Lakes website.  The online web discussion group has many 
active topics and resources for families with children of all ages. Topics 
include school information, local kid-friendly activities, networking 
for childcare, elder care, etc...

Please contact Dana Patterson (greg.dana.patterson@gmail.com) if 
you would like to join the group and online discussion board.  Your 
information will be shared with other WWL Mother’s Group members 
only. There are no dues or time commitments.

BABYSITTERS NEEDED
Are you a resident who is interested in babysitting with the families 

in the neighborhood? The Mothers of Woodwind Lakes collects 
names as a resource to all residents. A short e-mail with your current 
information and fall schedule is very helpful even if you have been on 
the list before. Whenever you send a new e-mail, it will get posted to 
the group again.

For more information, contact Erica Kortright
erica.t.kortright@gmail.com

The Pavilion
Remember that the Pavilion is open all year.
Yes, you can schedule a party on a Sunday.

We are already filling up for the rest of the year.
 

Give me a call or shoot me an e-mail to reserve your party....
 

Donna Jackson
713-466-8668

kotilla@hotmail.com

Rainco Irrigation Specialist:  Commercial & Residential.  
Backflow Testing, Drainage, Irrigation (Sprinkler) System, 
Design & Installation, Service & Repair, Rainbird – Hunter.  
Fully Insured.  Lic. # 9004 & 9226. Call 713-824-5327.

BUSINESS CLASSIFIED

The DIFFERENCE is...

Houston Business Journal

TOP 25 REALTORS
Your neighbor specializing in 
Woodwind Lakes Real Estate 

for over 20 years

(713) 253-9387

JulieSample@Comcast.net
www.juliesample.net

Professional Group

TRACK RECORD
Julie Sample

(eleven consecutive years!)
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Bashans Painting
 & Home Repair

• Interior & Exterior Painting
• Hardi Plank Installation
• Wood Replacement
• Sheetrock Repair
• Interior Carpentry
• Cabinet Painting
• Wallpaper Removal and  
  Texturizing
• Pressure Washing
• Fence Repair/Replacement

Commercial/Residential
Free Estimates

281-347-6702

References Available • Fully Insured
NO PAYMENT UNTIL COMPLETION

281-731-3383cell

bashanspainting@earthlink.net

• Garage Floor Epoxy
• Custom Staining
• Roofing
• Gutter Repair/Replacement
• Faux Painting
• Door Refinishing
• Window Installation
• Trash Removal
• Ceiling Fan/Light Fixtures

Breast Cancer: Importance of Early Detection
By: Concentra Urgent Care

Breast cancer is the most common cancer 
among women in the United States, and is 
the second leading cause of cancer deaths. 

Screening is vital because early stages of 
the disease are easier to treat. The American 
Cancer Society recommends women:

• Obtain yearly mammography screenings, 
beginning at age 40

• Obtain yearly clinical breast exams
• Check your breasts regularly for lumps
• Discuss their breast cancer risk with their 

physician
Breast cancer risk increases as we age. 

Other factors that increase a woman’s risk 
for breast cancer include:

• Having started menstrual periods at a 
young age

• Having a first child after age 30
• Use of hormone replacement therapy
• Having a family history of breast cancer

Men are also at risk for rare cases of 
breast cancer. All persons familiar with the 
normal look and feel of their breasts should 
promptly report any unexpected changes 
to their physicians. The American Cancer 
Society recommends both women and men 
consult their doctor if they notice any of the 
following:

• A new, hard lump or thickening in any 
part of the breast

• Change in breast size or shape
• Dimpling or puckering of the skin
• Swelling, redness, or warmth that does 

not go away
• Recurrent pain in a particular part of 

the breast
• Pulling in of the nipple
• Nipple discharge that starts suddenly in 

only one breast
• An itchy, sore, or scaly area on one nipple

For more information about breast cancer 
and early detection, contact your health care 
provider, your Concentra health specialist, 
visit the American Cancer Society Web Site 
at: www.cancer.org, or visit the National 
Breast Cancer Awareness Month Web site 
at: http://nbcam.org/

Easy Online Sign-Up at 

USE “NEIGHBORHOOD NEWSLETTER” AS REFERRAL

BrilliantElectricity.com

BRILLIANT ENERGY = SERIOUSLY LOW RATES

BRILLIANT ENERGY’S ELECTRICITY RATES CHALLENGE 
THE RATES OF EVERY OTHER PROVIDER IN TEXAS!

LOCK-IN A LOW ELECTRICITY RATE FOR
UP TO 3 YEARS

Brilliant Energy Texas OUC #10140

BRILLIANT ENERGY IS RECOMMENDED BY TEXAS ENERGY 
ANALYST, ALAN LAMMEY THE HOST OF THE “ENERGY 

WEEK” RADIO SHOW ON NEWSTALK 1070 KNTH!

Ask the “Energy Analyst”
281.658.0395

GREAT BUSINESS RATES TOO!
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At no time will any source be allowed to use The Woodwind Lakes Newsletter 
contents, or loan said contents, to others in anyway, shape or form, nor in any 
media, website, print, film, e-mail, electrostatic copy, fax, or etc. for the purpose 
of solicitation, commercial use, or any use for profit, political campaigns, or 
other self amplification, under penalty of law without written or expressed 
permission from Peel, Inc. The information in The Woodwind Lakes Newsletter 
is exclusively for the private use of the Woodwind Lakes HOA and Peel, Inc.

DISCLAIMER: Articles and ads in this newsletter express the opinions 
of their authors and do not necessarily reflect the opinions of Peel, Inc. 
or its employees. Peel, Inc. is not responsible for the accuracy of any facts 
stated in articles submitted by others. The publisher also assumes no 
responsibility for the advertising content with this publication. All warranties 
and representations made in the advertising content are solely that of the 
advertiser and any such claims regarding its content should be taken up 
with the advertiser.
* The publisher assumes no liability with regard to its advertisers for misprints 
or failure to place advertising in this publication except for the actual cost 
of such advertising.
* Although every effort is taken to avoid mistakes and/or misprints, the 
publisher assumes no responsibility for any errors of information or 
typographical mistakes, except as limited to the cost of advertising as stated 
above or in the case of misinformation, a printed retraction/correction.
* Under no circumstances shall the publisher be held liable for incidental or 
consequential damages, inconvenience, loss of business or services, or any 
other liabilities from failure to publish, or from failure to publish in a timely 
manner, except as limited to liabilities stated above.

Sudoku
The goal is to fill in the grid so that every row, every column, and

every 3x3 box contains the digits 1 through 9. Each digit may
appear only once in each row, each column, and each 3x3 box.
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SUDOKU

Sudoku
The goal is to fill in the grid so that every row, every column, and

every 3x3 box contains the digits 1 through 9. Each digit may
appear only once in each row, each column, and each 3x3 box.
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Call Today to Get Started On All Your Printing Needs.

EXPERIENCE MATTERS doing business for 30+ years.
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