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The
Briar
Beat

BRIARHILLS.ORG
WEB SITE CONTINUES 

TO GROW
By Tom Mikus

	 3.........Alarm Local
	 1.........Animal/Humane
	 1.........Burglary/Motveh
	 9.........Check Park
	141.......Contract Check
	 1.........Crim Mischief
	 2.........Dist/Loud Noise
	 3......... Incident Report
	 2......... Information Call
	 8.........Meet the Citizen
	 9.........Neighborhood Chk
	 1.........Prop Found/Lost
	 1.........Solicitors
	 1.........Stranded MV
	 1.........Susp Person
	 8.........Traf Initiative
	 14........Traffic Stop
	101.......Vacation Watch
	 1.........Veh Suspicious
	308.....Total Calls

CONSTABLE 
CALLS FOR 
OCTOBER 

2013
for all of Briarhills 
(POA and HOA)Our web site Briarhills.org serves all of Briarhills, both POA and HOA. In 

October we had a new monthly high of 669 unique visitors. Compare that to 
854, the total number of homes in POA and HOA, and most residents seem to 
the visit the site.
However, only 42% of the POA (and 32% of the HOA) homes have actually 

registered. This means most residents cannot access all of the features on the site.
We have added new features beyond the recent Tennis Reservations, including 

Homes for Sale or Rent, Classified Ads, Lost and Found, Garage Sales, and 
Announcements by Residents. Please Register at Briarhills.org and Login to use 
all the features.
Registered residents will get occasional emails 

about Briarhills matters such as special events 
and security alerts. Registered owners 
will also have access to restricted 
information including elections, 
the directors’ functions, fees, 
and the new-owner packet.
Feel free to use the Contact 

Us feature to make any 
suggestions about the site 
or the association. We 
need your input to serve 
you better.



2     Briarhills - December 2013	 Copyright © 2013 Peel, Inc.

BRIARHILLS

	

GOVERNMENT SERVICES
Emergency...................................................................... 911
Constable (Closest Law Enforcement)................281-463-6666
Poison Help................................................ 1-800-222-1222
Library and Community Center......................832-393-1880
City Services.............................................................Call 311
Citizens' Assistance..........................................713-247-1888
Public Works...................................................713-837-0600
Neighborhood Protection................................713-525-2525
Animal Control...............................................713-229-7300
Wild animal problem......................................713-861-9453
Hazardous waste..............................................713-551-7355

OTHER UTILITY SERVICES
Street light problem.........................................713-207-2222
	 ...................................................................(then 1 then 4)
Power out/emergency......................................713-207-2222
Gas leak suspected...........................................713-659-2111
Before you dig..........................................................Call 811

BRIARHILLS SERVICES
Trash collection...............................................713-733-1600
Amenity tags...................................................281-558-7422
Tennis courts...................................................281-558-7422
Pool parties......................................................281-558-7422
Clubhouse rental.............................................281-558-7422
Marquee messages...........................................281-558-7422

ADVERTISING INFORMATION 
	 Please support the businesses that advertise in the Briar 
Hills Beat. Their advertising dollars make it possible for all 
Briar Hills residents to receive the monthly newsletter at 
no charge. If you would like to support the newsletter by 
advertising, please contact our sales office at 888-687-6444 
or advertising@PEELinc.com. The advertising deadline is the 
8th of each month for the following month's newsletter.

NEWSLETTER INFORMATION

Article Submission.................................................................
briarhills@sbcglobal.net..........................................................
Advertising.............................................................................
advertising@PEELinc.com.....................................................

RECYCLING 
ELECTRONIC 

ITEMS
By Tom Mikus

	 The City of Houston now has drop-off locations for your 
electronics to be recycled for free. Items can include VCR and 
DVD players, cables, computer mice and monitors, cords, 
hard drives, fax machines, keyboards, laptops, radios, stereo 
components, televisions and zip drives.  
Note:  All personal information 
will be stripped before recycling.   
The closest location to Briarhills 
is Your Storage Place at 
9333 Westheimer. For more 
information and other 
drop-off locations, visit the 
DROPoff Houston web 
page dropoff.houstontx.gov.

10219 Ella Lee Lane   •   Houston, TX 77042   •   713-782-4421   •   www.graceschool.org

We invite you to visit our campus, meet the faculty 
and staff, and see what our school can offer your 

family. Join us for:

Every Tuesday and Thursday during October, November, and December. 

For more information, please contact our admissions office at 713-267-8705 or email 
kmcmordie@graceschool.org. 

Tourific Tuesdays
Primary School (20 mths - PreK) 9 a.m.

Lower School (K - 5th) 10 a.m.

Tourific Thursdays
Middle School (6th - 8th) 9 a.m.

Spring Open House
January 24, 2014 at 9 a.m.

20 mths - 8th grade

Our mission is to provide a rigorous educational program that embraces the teachings 
of Jesus Christ in a safe and inclusive environment.



Copyright © 2013 Peel, Inc.	 Briarhills - December 2013     3

BRIARHILLS 

BRIARHILLS POA BOARD OF DIRECTORS

Letter to Residents
By Warren Murdoch

	 The Briarhills Property Owners Association 
2013-14 Board of Directors has been seated.  
You will see some new names as directors and 
officers.  We hope to meet more of you at our 
monthly meetings.
	 An officer does not have to be a director 
except for the President.  A director is elected 
by the members of the association to act on 
their behalf at board meetings.  An officer 
performs duties on behalf of Briarhills 
Property Owners Association, Inc. but does 
not have to be elected by the members, except 
for the President.
	 The new Secretary of the Association, 
Constantin Platon, came in close behind 
the third candidate for the three open seats.  
We decided to offer Constantin the office of 
Secretary because we want to include as many 

residents as we can in the board’s affairs.  
Constantin will attend the board meetings 
but he will not be able to vote.  If a director 
resigns in the next 12 months, Constantin 
will be offered a director position.  
	 The board also wants to have more social 
activities in the coming year.  Two of the 
great events in the past year were the 4th of 
July parade-picnic and the “Get to Know 
Your Neighbor” event last December.  We 
welcome suggestions for future events.  We 
also need volunteers to help with these 
events.  
	 If you have a special skill or interest in the 
neighborhood, please contact us at briarhills@
sbcglobal.net or 281-558-7422.  We need 
help with the operations of the association 
as well as organizing the social activities.  We 

also want to form neighborhood clubs that 
can use the clubhouse for their meetings.  
One neighbor suggested a Bridge Club and 
another a Women’s Club.  
	 As always, you are welcome to attend our 
meeting on the first Monday of each month 
at 6:30 PM.  (Check Briarhills.org for the 
agenda and any schedule changes.) The new 
board decided to move the meetings to the 
beginning of the month to accommodate 
directors’ schedules.  We hope it will also 
be more convenient for residents to attend 
meetings.
	 We wish you are your families a happy and 
safe holiday season.  Yes, it is here already.
Briarhills POA Board of Directors
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MOVIE
NIGHT

By James Gilmer

	 Thank you to all who participated for Movie Night 
in Briarhills Park.  We had a great time watching 
Despicable Me and enjoying great food like Hot 
Dogs, Popcorn and Brisket Nachos.  We had about 
80 people come out to the first Movie Night ever.  
We will continue this worthwhile event again in the 
upcoming New Year.  Thanks again to all who came 
out and spread the word that the POA is trying to 
bring the community together.  

GET YOUR HOME 
READY FOR THAT 
FIRST COLD SNAP 
1.		 Have your exterior pipes wrapped and protected.  Do you 

have enough insulated faucet covers for all faucets?
2.		 When the cold snap comes, water your plants just before.   

You need to be sure the roots are wet, not just the leaves.  
Much of freeze damage is from dehydration.  Watering 
before a freeze could make a big difference in your tropical 
and tender perennials.

3.		 Have plant covers ready to go.  Just be sure that plastic 
sheeting does not touch the foliage.  Use a sheet or blanket, 
then cover with plastic to protect from rain.

4.		 Now that it is cooler, check your insulation layer in the 
attic.  Insulation works to keep you and your pipes warm 
in winter and cool in summer.  Need at least a 12 inch 
depth to provide proper R30 rating.

5.		 An extra step would be to have a freeze alarm dialer 
installed.  These monitor for falling or low temperatures 
and dial out alerting you, a neighbor, or a monitoring 
company, to know that a freeze is about to happen.  

6.		 Make sure your pet is ready for the cold snap as well.  Bring 
them indoors or make sure they have a warm place to go 
along with water and food.

7.		 Just so you are ready for the holidays, the Butterball Turkey 
Talk-Line is at www.butterball.com/media/turkey-talk-
line.  1-800-288-8372.

A little prevention can go a long way.  
	 For any questions on Real Estate matters call your 2 Broker 
home team:  Nancy Scott, 713-865-0500 or Rebecque Demark, 
713-252-8899.  We are with Heritage Texas Properties.  
Wherever life takes you, call on us!

The Houston market is hot. 
The best time to sell is now. 
Inventory is low and there 
are thousands of people 
looking to buy. Call me. 
Honest. Reliable.  Efficient. 
I can help you stage your 
home for a quick sale!

9111 Katy Frwy, #309
Houston, TX  77024
713-301-6490
andreakk@hotmail.com

Andrea Kampf, Realtor

I am your neighbor!  

www.har.com/andrea.kampfwww.PEELinc.com     1-888-687-6444

Support Your Community Newsletter

ADVERTISE
YOUR BUSINESS

TO YOUR
NEIGHBORS

PEEL, INC.
community newsletters

Jackie Owens
Sales Representative

832-482-8132
jowens@PEELinc.com
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14340 Me M o r i a l Dr i v e • Ho u s to n, te x a s 77079

The Demand For Homes
in This Area Has

Never Been Better, Call Us!

Successfully assisting
sellers and buyers

in the Bush
attendance zone.

Wherever life takes you

c a l l  o n  u s

heritagetexas.com

&
Rebecque Demark

713.252.8899
demark@heritagetexas.com

Nancy Scott
713.865.0500

nscott@heritagetexas.com

CROSSWORD PUZZLE

View answers online at www.peelinc.com

ACROSS
1. Charge 
5. Syrian bishop 
9. Against 
10. Landing 
11. Leaves 
12. Boom box 
13. Allure 
15. African antelope 
16. Polite 
18. Leafy green 
21. Marry 
22. Esophagus 
26. Woken 
28. Goad 
29. Type of tooth 
30. Refer 
31. Posttraumatic stress     

disorder 
32. Sieve

DOWN
1. Nativity scene piece 
2. Competition at the Greek  

games 
3. Capital of the Ukraine 
4. Symbol 
5. Expression of surprise 
6. Emblem 
7. Pickle juice 
8. A ball out of bounds (2 wds.) 
10. Twist violently 
14. Ripper 
17. Strums 
18. Slough 
19. Ross ___, philanthropist 
20. Gods 
23. Brand of sandwich cookie 
24. Seaweed substance 
25. Cabana 
27. Blue

© 2006. Feature Exchange
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At no time will any source be allowed to use Briarhill's contents, or loan said 
contents, to others in anyway, shape or form, nor in any media, website, print, 
film, e-mail, electrostatic copy, fax, or etc. for the purpose of solicitation, 
commercial use, or any use for profit, political campaigns, or other self 
amplification, under penalty of law without written or expressed permission 
from Peel, Inc. The information in The Briar Beat is exclusively for the private 
use of the Briarhills POA and Peel, Inc.

DISCLAIMER: Articles and ads in this newsletter express the opinions 
of their authors and do not necessarily reflect the opinions of Peel, Inc. 
or its employees. Peel, Inc. is not responsible for the accuracy of any facts 
stated in articles submitted by others. The publisher also assumes no 
responsibility for the advertising content with this publication. All warranties 
and representations made in the advertising content are solely that of the 
advertiser and any such claims regarding its content should be taken up 
with the advertiser.
* The publisher assumes no liability with regard to its advertisers for misprints 
or failure to place advertising in this publication except for the actual cost 
of such advertising.
* Although every effort is taken to avoid mistakes and/or misprints, the 
publisher assumes no responsibility for any errors of information or 
typographical mistakes, except as limited to the cost of advertising as stated 
above or in the case of misinformation, a printed retraction/correction.
* Under no circumstances shall the publisher be held liable for incidental 
or consequential damages, inconvenience, loss of business or services, or 
any other liabilities from failure to publish, or from failure to publish in a 
timely manner, except as limited to liabilities stated above.

Easy Online Sign-Up at 

USE “NEIGHBORHOOD NEWSLETTER” AS REFERRAL

BrilliantElectricity.com

BRILLIANT ENERGY = SERIOUSLY LOW RATES

BRILLIANT ENERGY’S ELECTRICITY RATES CHALLENGE 
THE RATES OF EVERY OTHER PROVIDER IN TEXAS!

LOCK-IN A LOW ELECTRICITY RATE FOR
UP TO 3 YEARS

Brilliant Energy Texas OUC #10140

BRILLIANT ENERGY IS RECOMMENDED BY TEXAS ENERGY 
ANALYST, ALAN LAMMEY THE HOST OF THE “ENERGY 

WEEK” RADIO SHOW ON NEWSTALK 1070 KNTH!

Ask the “Energy Analyst”
281.658.0395

GREAT BUSINESS RATES TOO!

Mention this ad for your VIP deal. 
CALL NOW!

FREE 5 tuner Genie HD/DVR
Instant rebate on all packages
Record, watch and playback in 

HD from any room

FREE Installation
Up to 3 FREE additional 

HD client boxes
FREE HBO, Cinemax, Starz 
& Showtime for 3 months

DIRECTV is rolling out 
the RED CARPET

Pricing exclusively 
for Residents

1.888.799.0512

DIRECTV

$29.99
Prices starting at

 BUSINESS CLASSIFIED

Business classifieds (offering a service or product line for profit) 
are $50, limit 40 words, please contact Peel, Inc. Sales Office @ 
512-263-9181 or advertising@PEELinc.com.

RETIRED & RESPONSIBLE DOG LOVER. I’m available to 
check in on your babies when you’re on a trip or having a long 
day at work. Feed them, refresh water, potty breaks, whatever 
you need! Also offer dog walking and cuddle time! Call Margaret 
713.594.8367
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