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1. Take your pet on short trips prior to the big day to let him get 
used to traveling by car. 

2. Keep your pet safe in a secured, well-ventilated crate or carrier. 
It should be large enough for your pet to stand, sit, lie down and 
turn around.  Letting him have free range in the car not only puts 
him at risk, but it also poses a risk to your family if you were to 
stop suddenly. 

3. Never let your dog travel in the bed of a truck. Even if he is 
secured on a short line to prevent him falling or jumping out, 
your pet can experience discomfort from the weather and wind 
or sustain injury from debris. 

4. Feed your pet three or four hours prior to departure and avoid 

TRAVELING WITH YOUR PET
OVER THE HOLIDAYS? 

Here are some tips that will help  
make your drive smooth sailing

giving him any food or treats in the car. 

5. Never leave your pet in a parked vehicle, which can quickly 
become a furnace and cause heatstroke, even with open windows. 
In cold weather, the car holds the temperature like a refrigerator. 

6. Your pet’s microchip should be up-to-date and he should be 
wearing a flat collar and ID at all times. 

7. Bring a bowl and extra water in case you get stuck in the inevi-
table holiday traffic jam! 

8. Take lots of breaks to let your pet stretch his legs and relieve 
himself. It’s a great excuse to do some sight-seeing or pick up a 
fun treat for yourself! 
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ADVERTISING INFORMATION

Please support the businesses that advertise in the  Long 
Canyon Gazette. Their advertising dollars make it possible for 
all Long Canyon residents to receive the monthly newsletter 
at no charge. No homeowners association funds are used to 
produce or mail the newsletters. If you would like to support 
the newsletter by advertising, please contact our sales office at 
512-263-9181 or advertising@PEELinc.com. The advertising 
deadline is the 8th of each month for the following month's 
newsletter.

CLASSIFIED ADS
Personal classifieds (one time sell items, such as a used 
bike...) run at no charge to Long Canyon residents, limit 30 
words, please e-mail longcanyon@peelinc.com
Business classifieds (offering a service or product line for 
profit) are $50, limit 40 words, please contact Peel, Inc. Sales 
Office @ 512-263-9181 or advertising@PEELinc.com.

www.PEELinc.com

Support Your Community Newsletter

Advertise
your business

to your
neighbors

Peel, Inc.
community newsletters

Kelly Peel
VP Sales and Marketing
512-263-9181  ext 22
kelly@PEELinc.com

at River Place Country Club
The third annual Birdies for Bikes tournament was held at River 

Place Country Club on Saturday, November 9th.  The event was 
open to all junior golfers including elementary, middle school and 
high school ages.  Prizes were awarded to the junior golfers that raised 
the most money for the charity. 

The event this year raised $10,000 for Birdies for Bikes. Each 
participating junior golfer collected donations and pledges for the 
number of pars and birdies they score in the golf tournament.  In 
2011, the tournament raised more than $3,000. The second annual 
tournament in 2012 raised $8,042.50, facilitating the purchase of 
60 bikes, 60 helmets and 60 bike locks for under-privileged Austin 
area children.  Now in its third year, Austin area junior golfers, many 
local residents and Austin area businesses support this tournament.

In October 2011, Hailey Derrickson, age 13, started the Birdies 
for Bikes Charity Golf Tournament. Its purpose is to enable junior 
golfers to help Austin area children without bicycles receive one 
during the holiday season through the Bikes for Kids Charity. Bikes 
for Kids began in 1996 in Austin, Texas and was created by Mix 94.7 
Morning Show co-hosts J.B. Hager and Sandy McIlree. 

After the event, prizes were awarded and the participants enjoyed 
a pizza party at the River Place Country Club pool.  Tim Lopez of 
“The Plain White T’s” had all members of his band autograph a guitar 
that which was awarded to the junior that raises the most money.  
In addition, PGA Tour Winner and former PGA Champion Rich 
Beem played with a group of the top money raisers.

“The first year of the event was fun, but last year the kids raised 
about $3,000.  Last year they took it up a level and got more players.  
I recruited some of my college kids I teach and some friends that are 
Tour Pros to play with a group and make it a Shamble Format.  We 
added a 9 hole event for the younger players and they raised over 
$8,000 last year!” said Chris de Keratry, Head Golf Professional at 
River Place Country Club.



Copyright © 2013 Peel, Inc. Long Canyon Gazette - December 2013     3

LONG CANYONPatrick acton & christie Porschen corey & amy oneil Jon & rachel niven 
tracey marina BoBBy Bones aaron & tasha thomPson lester Grant  
Jackie Barnes Denise & ian steusloff terrence Jones  
nate & kJersti Burnham lisa & scott monts lucas harrell   
Donna PanGan Dr. carl nuesch   kathleen Gulf cinDy & eD mims  
BroDie mcDouGalD Gus schlachter kevin & kira hamm  
amy & mike flores BrenDa & Joel Bomia Daniel marker PeGGy kohn  
(marGaret) & Gus schlachter Don couchman & marlyn harrinGton  
mark West Jennifer & Derek cunninGham hunter Pomroy fares 
hoWari hollie smith & christian huston tara sims aDam siens kim Dao  
seth Johnson & laila Johnston BriDGitte & Gene Payne carlos & lori rivera 

faye Brooks kristin turPin reva hoffman manDi faul  
meGhan mcchesney scott monts craiG mcDouGalD  shane BroWn  
Dr. schiro Dr. Garcia Dustin crumP Patrick WoyDziak  
larry heWitt Jim maunDer DeBBra anDerson Joe auGeri ron Baker  
John Barczi Donnie Becker stacy BoWers cassie Braun  
veanna cattanach kortney chase toni haas kathy clark Bill menzies  
ian hoWe DaPhne PhiliPs Desi maes matt eDWarDs sharon eisert  
erJon manaJ Jonathan escalante  laurie fay cruz fuentes 
leeann GiBson manDy Gonzalez tucker laWs michael 
Guerra Dylan harvill laura & steve harvill mark haynes  
freD hill Jc timmons christy havel shree kant nate Burnham  
lisa laJous art & ann maPle connie menefee Jason meyer  
Jeff murPhy troy neW steve virostko nikki Worley  
chris Pellerzi christine reule DeeDee ritzinGer carlina rollins  
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WHAT DO ALL THESE 
PEOPLE HAVE IN COMMON?
Brandy Finnessey helped them with their home and they all said 

they would highly recommend her to their Friends & Family.

“I am a full time professional, 
fortunate enough to be 

associated with one of the 
most technologically advanced 

real estate companies in the 
U.S., but I am also a broker 

who can adapt, make changes 
and get the job done with the 

flexibility of a small broker. 
We do not sell more homes 
than anyone in our market, 
but you will not find anyone 

who will workharder, or more 
professionally to get you the 
most money for your home.”

Your Friend, Your Neighbor, 
Your Real Estate Expert

5-Star Award Winner in Texas Monthly
Ranked in Top 100 of all Austin agents

Direct: 512-698-3366
Fax:  512-337-0201

Brandy.Finnessey@Remax.net
RealEstateinLongCanyon.com

- Licensed in Texas

THE LONg CANyON 
MArkET IS MOVINg. 

iF you’ve ever considered selling, now may Be the ideal time.
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lisa cumminGs Bill cumminGs lois mermelstein ehaB ali sammy henson  
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Four Points Chamber of Commerce

Hosts Authorized Constant Contact Local Expert Jeff Stec 
at the December 2013 Chamber Luncheon

Four Points Chamber of Commerce are proud to be hosting Jeff 
Stec on Thursday, December 19th, 2013  at River Place Country 
Club from 11:30am-1:00pm for the December luncheon.  Jeff 
Stec, authorized constant contact local expert, will 
present “Making the Case for Mobile.” Learn why 
you should be mobile friendly and how to get there.

We will have four spotlight members: RJ Jackson 
of RJ Orthodontics,  Clay Barnett of Steiner Eye 
Care, Travis Beck of Randolph Brooks Federal Credit 
Union, and Ryan Helms of Wild Basin Fitness. They 
will be sharing with you information about them 
and their business.

Some additional events for meeting people in the 
community this month are :

December 2nd 12:00-1:00pm – Ambassador/
Membership Committee Meeting at Four Points 
Chamber Visitor Center.

December 5th 5:30-8:00pm – 2013 Holiday Party Sponsored 

by Randolph Brooks Federal Credit Union at Steiner Ranch 
Steakhouse.  Please visit www.fourpointschamber.com for more 
details and to reserve your spot today!

December 9th 9:00-10:00am – Events Committee 
Meeting at Four Points Chamber Visitor Center.

December 16th  7:00pm-9:00pm – Sixth Class 
in Building and Administering Your WordPress 
Site for Beginners Series, meeting at Austin Baptist 
Church, 2nd Floor.

 You can find all the details and register on the 
Four Points Chamber of Commerce Web site 
www.fourpointschamber.com.  While you are at 
the Chamber’s Web site be sure to check out the 
other networking activities offered by the chamber, 
including the bi-monthly Connectors networking 
meetings, happy hours and luncheons.

The Four Points Chamber of Commerce provides networking 

(Continued on Page 5)

www.PEELinc.com
advertising@PEELinc.com

•	 Avery	Ranch
•	 Barton	Creek
•	 Bee	Cave
•	 Bella	Vista
•	 Belterra
•	 Canyon	Creek
•	 Circle	C	Ranch
•	 Courtyard
•	 Davenport	Ranch
•	 Forest	Creek
•	 Highland	Park	West	Balcones
•	 Hometown	Kyle
•	 Hunter’s	Chase
•	 Jester	Estates
•	 Lakeway
•	 Lakewood
•	 Legend	Oaks	II
•	 Long	Canyon
•	 Lost	Creek
•	 Meadows	of 	Bushy	Creek

Reaching youR neighboRs
contact us today

foR adveRtising infoRmation
512-263-9181

and many others...

Peel, Inc.
community newsletters

•	 Meridian
•	 Pemberton	Heights
•	 Plum	Creek
•	 Prairie	on	the	Creek
•	 Ranch	at	Brushy	Creek
•	 River	Place
•	 Round	Rock	Ranch
•	 Sendera
•	 Shady	Hollow
•	 Sonoma
•	 Steiner	Ranch
•	 Stone	Canyon
•	 Tarrytown
•	 Teravista
•	 Travis	Country	West
•	 Twin	Creeks
•	 Villages	of 	Westen	Oaks
•	 West	Lake	Hills
•	 Westside	at	Buttercup	Creek
•	 Wood	Glen
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Offering 3 Convenient 
Austin Locations!

Happy Holidays

Our exceptional 
curriculum meets 
the educational 

and developmental 
needs of your child.

Now accepting enrollment 
for our winter camp. Space 
is limited. Call us or drop 

in at any of our 3 beautiful 
locations.

AUSTIN NEWCOMERS CLUB
Whether you have just moved to Austin or have lived here for years 

and suddenly had a change in lifestyle, Austin Newcomers Club offers 
you an opportunity to connect with others and learn more about 
the Austin area. Austin Newcomers Club is a nonprofit social and 
recreational organization committed to welcome newcomers to Austin.

Choose from more than 40 interest groups including Hiking, 
Photography, Walking Tours, Day Trippers, Book Groups, Music 
Lovers, Cinema, Bridge, Canasta, Bunco, Mah Jongg. and many more.

Our welcome events provide information and opportunities 
to meet current members and other newcomers. Visit us at www.
austinnewcomers.com for more information.  Hope to see you soon!

opportunities through social gatherings, luncheons and business 
network meetings. Now well over 100 members strong and 
growing, the Four Points Chamber of Commerce brings businesses 
together along Highway 620 from Hudson Bend and Mansfield 
Dam to Anderson Mill, and along Ranch Road 2222 from 
Jester to Volente, to support business growth in the community. 
For more information about upcoming events contact us at 
FourPointsChamber@gmail.com, visit www.fourpointschamber.
com or call (512) 551-0390.  Membership inquiries may also be 
sent directly to membership@FourPointsChamber.com.

(Continued from Page 4)
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VHS PALS (Peer Assistance and Leadership) directed by Amy 
Gallagher and NHS (National Honor Society Students) directed 
by Ashley Koble, volunteer their time each week to help Leander 
ISD students in our Four Points Area with their homework. This 
is for elementary students - high school.

It was a great success last year with students: increasing their 
grade point averages, forming friendships and creating a closer 
community bond. Four Points Homework Help is based on Peer 
Assisted Learning which follows LISD’s 10 Ethical Principals and 
Learning Model. This is 100% volunteer with the gratuity being 
the satisfaction of making a difference and working together as 
a community. Many high school volunteers more than doubled 
their required hours because they really enjoyed helping others.

This is a privately organized volunteer program that was 
started last school year by Vandegrift High School Senior -NHS 
and PALS member - Addison Stahl. He created this volunteer 
organization with the support of his family based on a program 
in NY organized by the public library. Addison and his friends 
were looking for ways to volunteer and really make a difference 
and Homework Help became a reality.

Mrs. Gallagher and Ms. Koble believed in the idea and offered 
the opportunity to earn volunteer hours through this program 
to their students.

Cathy Richardson - CathyBDesign - donated professional 
graphics and posters to give Homework Help an identity.

Kristi and Rick Nordin, owners of Cups and Cones supported 
the cause and donated meeting space at Cups and Cones.  They 
also offer weekly specials during Homework Help hours. 

Four Points Homework Help will be held at Cups and Cones 
again this year starting October 22, 2014. The days will be 
Tuesday and Thursday from 5:30pm -7:30pm. Sessions will 
have an LISD approved adult volunteer supervising them. 
Appointments must be set up to participate.

New addition to the group is Lucas Martis. Homework Help 
will have a website and online scheduler to make scheduling 
easier. Lucas Martis - VHS Junior - is webmaster for this 
volunteer program and is getting the site ready to go.

For more information please email 4ptshmwkhelp@gmail.
com Please look for flyers and posters at Cups and Cones soon 
for the website and further information.

FOUR POINTS HOMEWORK
HELP IS BACK

Dozens of teams from around Austin will compete at the 2nd 
Annual Four Points Community FIRST® LEGO® League and 
FIRST Tech Challenge Scrimmage, sponsored by the Vandegrift 
HS ViperBots, Central Texas FIRST, and Hill Country Education 
Foundation. Leander ISD’s Vandegrift High School will host the 
event on Saturday, November 16, 2013, from 9am until noon, in 
various areas of Building 2 of their campus in northwest Austin.

ROBOTICS TEAMS COMPETE AT FIRST LEGO 
LEAGUE AND FIRST TECH CHALLENGE SCRIMMAGE 

SPONSORED BY VANDEGRIFT HIGH SCHOOL, 
CENTRAL TEXAS FIRST AND HILL COUNTRY 

EDUCATION FOUNDATION

The FIRST Tech Challenge’s 2013-
14 competition is called “BLOCK 
PARTY!sm.“ Between 22 and 24 middle 
school and high school teams will compete, 
using this scrimmage as a forerunner to 
the Central Texas Qualifying Tournament 
held at Vandegrift on Saturday, December 
7, 2013. You can learn more about this 
season’s FTC game here: http://www.
usfirst.org/roboticsprograms/ftc/game.

The FIRST LEGO League’s 2013 competition is called 
“NATURE’S FURY Challenge.“ Competing elementary and middle 
school-based FLL teams will use this scrimmage as a forerunner to 
the Central Texas Qualifying Tournament held later this season. To 
learn more about this challenge, go to: http://www.firstlegoleague.
org/challenge/2013naturesfury.

“We strongly support science, technology, engineering and math 
programs, and are thrilled to see this level of participation,” said 
Kai A. Lamb, President of the Hill Country Education Foundation. 
“These robotics clubs are a remarkable vehicles to ignite the interest of 
our students in these fields of study. Clubs have recently launched in 
other area schools, and we are positioning the program at Vandegrift 
and the surrounding feeder schools as the pinnacle of robotics in 
Central Texas.” 

In addition to supporting STEM (science, technology, engineering 
and math), robotics clubs offer invaluable skills in communication, 
research, project management, writing, and strategic and analytical 
thinking. 

Students and families interested in robotics or in starting robotic 
clubs at their schools are encouraged to attend. 
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At no time will any source be allowed to use the Long Canyon Gazette contents, 
or loan said contents, to others in anyway, shape or form, nor in any media, 
website, print, film, e-mail, electrostatic copy, fax, or etc. for the purpose of 
solicitation, commercial use, or any use for profit, political campaigns, or 
other self amplification, under penalty of law without written or expressed 
permission from Peel, Inc. The information in the Long Canyon Gazette is 
exclusively for the private use.

DISCLAIMER: Articles and ads in this newsletter express the opinions 
of their authors and do not necessarily reflect the opinions of Peel, Inc. 
or its employees. Peel, Inc. is not responsible for the accuracy of any facts 
stated in articles submitted by others. The publisher also assumes no 
responsibility for the advertising content with this publication. All warranties 
and representations made in the advertising content are solely that of the 
advertiser and any such claims regarding its content should be taken up 
with the advertiser.
* The publisher assumes no liability with regard to its advertisers for misprints 
or failure to place advertising in this publication except for the actual cost 
of such advertising.
* Although every effort is taken to avoid mistakes and/or misprints, the 
publisher assumes no responsibility for any errors of information or 
typographical mistakes, except as limited to the cost of advertising as stated 
above or in the case of misinformation, a printed retraction/correction.
* Under no circumstances shall the publisher be held liable for incidental or 
consequential damages, inconvenience, loss of business or services, or any 
other liabilities from failure to publish, or from failure to publish in a timely 
manner, except as limited to liabilities stated above.

NOT AVAILABLE
ONLINE

•	 Invest	in	Your	Children.
•	 Invest	in	Education.

•	 Donate	to	HCEF	Today.

Give	at	
HillCountryEdFoundation.org

Your Four Points Academic Booster Club
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Mention this ad for your VIP deal. 
CALL NOW!

FREE 5 tuner Genie HD/DVR
Instant rebate on all packages
Record, watch and playback in 

HD from any room

FREE Installation
Up to 3 FREE additional 

HD client boxes
FREE HBO, Cinemax, Starz 
& Showtime for 3 months

DIRECTV is rolling out 
the RED CARPET

Pricing exclusively 
for Residents

1.888.799.0512

DIRECTV

$29.99
Prices starting at


