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A Packed House
By: Barbara Lallinger

The annual meeting held October 24th. If you read the front
page article in September’s issue of Willow Talk titled: Home Sweet
Homeowner’s Association Meeting, then you will remember that it
addressed last year’s issue of not having a quorum in attendance and/
or proxies to conduct a legal meeting. Attendees left the meeting
to acquire additional proxies from friends and neighbors and the
meeting finally started, approximately 45 minutes late. Not so this
year! In fact, almost every seat was taken, with 150+ votes represented
in person or by proxy!
After a quorum was announced the following business was
conducted (excerpt from meeting agenda):
1. Adoption of Agenda
2. Police Report
3. Association Information Reports
a. Financial Report
b. 2013 Budget Approval
c. Review/Goals/Accomplishments
4. Election of Directors
a. Nominations
b. Introduction of Candidates
c. Balloting
5. Resident Forum (Q&A period)
6. Election Results
1. Brian Fisher/Director
3 year term
2. Rebecca Peters/Director
3 year term
Monthly meetings of the board are held on the 4th Thursday of
the month (unless otherwise notified) at 7:00 pm at the Clubhouse.
As noted in the same article referenced above, these meetings provide
the best opportunity to learn more about the management of your
neighborhood, how your homeowner’s annual assessment dollars
are spent and to meet and support the volunteers who work all year,
massing countless hours (unpaid) on your behalf. If
You don’t attend and don’t speak up – how are they supposed
to know your issues/concerns (good and bad) with community
management?
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No. 12

COMMUNITY GARAGE
SALE A SUCCESS!!!
By: Barbara Lallinger, GS Chairman
It’s still very dark and chilly, but garage sale enthusiasts
are forging forward, setting up for the day’s event, hoping
everything will be sold, lots of money will be made and they
won’t have to take anything to Goodwill after the sale is over.
Participation was lower than expected (next time we won’t
schedule it on opening day of Deer Season). However, those
that did participate seemed to be having a good time and people
that I have talked to since seemed to be satisfied with the results.
Instead of participating, two friends (Betty & Katy) and
I rode around, visiting, shopping, looking for bargains,
“haggling” on prices and thoroughly enjoying the community
participation (the weather could not have been much better).
The best sales job I saw was on Stone Castle Drive by a young
garage sale enthusiast (approximately 5 yrs. old), who sold my
friend Katy a “stick” he had picked up from the yard for 25
cents (which she borrowed from me as she had already spent
the $40.00 she allotted for purchases!). As we left to go across
the street, the young man was picking up more sticks for the
next kid sucker!
The rest of our time was spent being “Garage Sale Police”,
making sure that there were no unauthorized signs, loud music
being played, etc. as banned by the Garage Sale Rules. We did
not see any trucks/cars racing from one house to another (as
feared by some Garage Sale Unenthusiasts), “mowing” down
anyone or anything in their way. Some streets were definitely
congested, with the most problematic being Bexar St. where
Willacy Ct. intersects it (the worst “blind curb” in all of
Willowbridge), but GUESS WHAT? This also happened on
Friday when an unauthorized “Estate Sale” was held on Willacy
Ct. Friday could have been worse for residents in this area
since it was trash and recycle day. Fortunately, Royal’s trucks
came later after the initial huge wave of traffic/shoppers had
temporarily cleared out.
(Continued on Page 3)
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IMPORTANT NUMBERS

BOARD OF DIRECTORS

All Emergencies................................................................911
Harris County Sheriff...................................... 713-221-6000
Harris County Animal Control....................... 281-999-3191
Cy-Fair Hospital.............................................. 281-890-4285
Street Lights & Outages - CenterPoint Energy.713-207-2222
CenterPoint Energy......................................... 713-659-2111
Newsletter Publisher
Peel, Inc....................... www.PEELinc.com, 888-687-6444
Advertising.......advertising@PEELinc.com, 888-687-6444
Poison Control Center.................................... 800-222-1222
AT&T - Repair............................................... 800-246-8464
Billing............................................... 800-585-7928
Trash – Royal Disposal & Recycle................... 713-526-1536
Vacation Watch - Harris County District 5..... 281-290-2100
W. Harris County MUD #11.......................... 281-807-9500
Willow Place Post Office................................. 281-890-2392
Willowbridge Website..................www.willowbridgehoa.com
Cable/Internet/Phone...COMCAST............... 713-341-1000

Julie Dubros............................................................ President
Jennifer Y’Barbo...............................................Vice President
George Schaudel..................................................... Treasurer
Brian Fisher...............................................................Director
Rebecca Peters...........................................................Director

ASSOCIATION DIRECTORY
Beautification Committee
Jennifer Y’Barbo.............................jhybarbo@subhou.com
Homeowners Association................................ 281-497-4320
Graham Mgmt - Tracy Graham..........................................
.................................... grahammanagement@sbcglobal.net
Clubhouse/Reservations
Tracy Graham............................................. 281-497-4320
Pool Parties/Tags
Graham Management.................................. 281-497-4320
Marquee Coordinator
Barbara Lallinger.......................................... 281-890-8464
Newsletter Coordinator
Barbara Lallinger.......................................... 281-890-8464
Security Coordinator
Julie Dubros................................................. 281-794-9032
.................................................... martin@juliedubros.com
Website Coordinator
Angela Doray............................ willowbridgehoa@live.com
Yard of the Month Committee
Nominate your favorite at: willowbridgehoa.com or Contact
Jennifer Y’Barbo.............................jhybarbo@subhou.com
Soccer Field Reservations
Terese Joubran................................tmjoubran@gmail.com
Lost Pet Coordinator
Sonia Moore..................... msrco@aol.com, 281-955-8068
Welcoming Committee
Gracie Galvan.............................................. 281-732-0009
................................................. galvangracie@hotmail.com
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HOA INFORMATION
Willowbridge Homeowners Association Inc. - Graham Mgmt
Tracy Graham.............................................. 281-497-4320
E-Mail......................... grahammanagement@sbcglobal.net
Fax ................................................................. 281-870-1654
If you have any questions or comments regarding the
neighborhood please contact the numbers above.

HOA MEETINGS
Willowbridge/Stonebridge Homeowner's Association
Meetings are held the fourth Thursday of each month at
the community clubhouse at 7:00 pm.

WELCOMING COMMITTEE
The Welcoming Committee meetings are the last Monday
of each month.

HARRIS COUNTY
ROAD AND BRIDGE
To report street or curb damage, missing/damaged street
signs and street flooding: (281) 353-8424 or www.hcp4.net.
If a resident wants to request a new sign or replace a
damaged one, they have to go online and fill out a request.
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WillowTalk
(Continued from Cover Page)
By 4:30 pm you could not tell that a Garage Sale had
been held in the neighborhood with the exception of a few
participants leaving unsold items on the curb and several
signs left posted on corners, stop signs and light poles. Most
people were asked to remove the items and did so. I removed
and disposed of the signs (I heard I missed a couple). There
wasn’t trash flying around with the exception of some candy
and wrappers left on the ground from Halloween (which was
the LEAST amount I have seen in many, many years).
KUDOS to Skipping Stone Ln. for having the most residents
participating!!
On Sunday, November 10, I visited with a friend that has
never done a garage sale and didn’t really see why we liked
them. However, she lives very close to where the Estate Sale
was held and did visit it and went up and down Willacy
meeting neighbors she didn’t know (she’s lived in her house
15+ years). She said she had so much fun she went home and
started gathering things for the next sale!! This is a true story
. Welcome convert!!
THANK YOU participants for your support and adherence
to the rules!
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Marquee
Marauded!
By: Barbara Lallinger, Marquee Coordinator
The marquee has been egged!! No, it was not on Halloween,
rather several weeks before when “eggers” hit neighborhood garages,
sidewalks and cars. If you see “eggers” doing this please call the
Sheriff’s Department @ (713) 221-6000. Eggs can be very hard
to remove from these surfaces and can sometimes damage paint
(especially on our garage doors and the polycarbonate door on the marquee).
PLEASE NOTE that the marquee is the official site of
notification for HOA meetings, neighborhood activities, holiday
greetings, etc. for the neighborhood. The newsletter is another
notification vehicle, however, due to the article submission deadline
of the printers, the time it takes to print and mail it, etc. some things
have already happened by the time you receive it. If you don’t use
the Willowbridge Park Blvd. entrance, please make an effort to do
so a couple of times a month to be updated.
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THE SCHOOL ZONE

TALKING TRASH
By: Barbara Lallinger

Just a reminder…there are NO Trash Holidays for the remainder
of this year. Royal observes the following holidays: New Year’s Day,
Memorial Day, Independence Day, Labor Day, Thanksgiving Day
and Christmas Day. I’ve checked the 2014 calendar and found
that July 4th will be the only holiday affected in 2014. This year
it comes on Friday, therefore, there will be no trash or recycle pick
up until the next regularly scheduled
day (Tuesday July 8th). This tends
to be the 2nd “smelliest” trash day
(led only by Memorial Day). Please
be a responsible/ considerate
neighbor and don’t put your
trash out any earlier than
late on July 7th. To cut
down on the smell, you
can freeze shrimp/crawfish
shells, leftover steak/chicken
fat/skin trimmings. If you
don’t have an extra freezer
to accommodate this, dry
ice can be purchased (you must be 18
yrs. of age) at Kroger for ice chest storage.

Fall into a Great Rate

By: Barbara Lallinger

GLEASON EL DECEMBER DATES TO REMEMBER:

Wednesday 12/4
Tuesday 12/10
Friday 12/13
Monday 12/16
Thursday 12/19
Friday 12/20
Monday 12/23
Tuesday 1/7
Friday 1/10
Thursday 1/16
Monday 1/27
SAVE THE DATE:
Friday 2/7-2/14
Saturday 4/12

Willie’s Ice House Spirit Night*
Orange Leaf Yogurt Spirit Night*
PTO Monthly Board Meeting
Winter Social & 4th Grade Program
Chick-fil-A Spirit Night*
Winter Class Parties***
Winter Break Begins
First Day Back from Winter Break
PTO Monthly Board Meeting
Chick-fil-A Spirit Night*
VIPS Spring Breakfast
Book Fair
Carnival & Auction

*Tell the cashier you are with Gleason EL and the PTO will receive part of the receipts.
***Sending a Big Mia Culpa to Lara Cheves (Willowbridge resident). Her name was
omitted from the PTO Committee List in the September issue. She is the Homeroom
Parent Coordinator and has been doing a great job!!

‘Tis the season for a
great rate!

Fall into a Great Rate

Apply for your Platinum
VISA Credit Card today!
•
•
•
•

LOW

9.90 %

No Annual Fee
Free Balance Transfers
APR*
Credit Limit from $500 to $50,000
Free Travel Accident Insurance when
travel expenses are paid for with the card
• Free Auto Rental Insurance when the
car is rented with the cardApply for your Platinum

‘Tis the season for a
Santa-Sized Savings
great rate!

This Holiday Season

with our Platinum
VISA
Credit
VISA
Credit
Card Card
today!

18540 NORTHWEST FREEWAY
HOUSTON, TX 77065
WWW.ECCU.NET
(832)604-4848

Your savings federally insured to at least $250,000
and backed by the full faith and credit of the United States Government

NCUA

National Credit Union Administration, a U.S. Government Agency

Federally Insured by NCUA

•
•
•
•

9.90 %
APR

No Annual Fee
Free Balance Transfers
Credit Limit from $500 to $50,000
Free Travel Accident Insurance when
travel expenses are paid for with the card
• Free Auto Rental Insurance when the
car is rented with the card

*

7 HOUSTON LOCATIONS
WWW.ECCU.NET • 832.604.4848

*APR = Annual Percentage Rate. Rates, terms and offers stated here are subject to change without notice. Your rate may vary based on the loan amount, term and your
personal circumstances. Credit Limit is determined by your personal credit
worthiness.
Membership is required
before credit card may be opened.
18540
NORTHWEST
FREEWAY
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LOW

HOUSTON, TX 77065
WWW.ECCU.NET
(832)604-4848

Your savings federally insured to at least $250,00
0
and backed by the fullfaith and credit of the United StatesGovernment

NCUA

National Credit Union Administration
, a U.S. Government Agen
cy

Federally Insured by NCUA
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Your savings federally insured to at least $250,000
and backed by the full faith and credit of the United States Government

NCUA

National Credit Union Administration, a U.S. Government Agency

Federally Insured by NCUA
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"Cypress Serenades"
Cypress Symphony Presents Second Concert
of their Inaugural Season
The Cypress Symphony invites you to celebrate our historical
inaugural season at our second concert in January! Join us as we
explore some of the earliest orchestral writing by the lighthearted
CPE Bach and journey through history to the romantic and
passionate Mendelssohn and Tchaikovsky. We are pleased to welcome
our talented guest conductor Mark Dupere, as he leads the Cypress
Symphony through a musical odyssey! We look forward to seeing
you on this magical evening!
Saturday January 18th, 2014
7pm at the Centrum
Mark Dupere, guest conductor
Program:
C.P.E Bach Symphony for Strings in B-flat
Mendelssohn String Symphony No. 7 in D minor
Tchaikovsky Serenade for Strings Op. 48
Tickets can be purchased at cypresssymphony.org
Student admission is free.
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WillowTalk

SOLICITORS

In many neighborhoods, door-to-door sales are still a fairly
common occurrence. A salesperson walks from one house to the
next, ringing the doorbell and pitching a product to the person who
comes to the door.
Products frequently sold "from door to door" include home
improvements, such as siding and storm windows, funeral service
contracts, living trusts, books, and magazines. Door-to-door sales
are especially common in areas that have been hard hit by storms,
where nearly every house needs some kind of clean-up or repair
WHAT THE LAW SAYS
A "home solicitation transaction" takes place whenever a consumer
purchases goods or services for more than $25 payable in cash or
installments at a place other than the seller's place of business. The
place other than the seller's place of business may be the consumer's
home, but it may also be a place that the merchant has rented on a
temporary basis, such as a hotel room or convention center.
Door-to-door sales laws do not apply to certain transactions,
such as:
• Sales of insurance and farm equipment;
• Real estate purchases under $100;

(Continued on Page 6)
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(Continued from Page 5)

• A sale where an attorney or broker assists in the transaction;
• Sales made pursuant to prior negotiations at the merchant's
business establishment, where the sale is the result of those
negotiations; and
• Sales conducted entirely by mail or telephone, with no other
contact between the buyer and seller.
Under Texas law [Texas Business & Commerce Code Ann., Sec.
601.001 et seq.], the door-to-door seller must advise you orally and
in writing that you have a right to cancel the sale within three days.
He or she must also give you a contract or receipt stating the date of
the sale, the name and address of the merchant, and a statement of
your right to cancel the contract which includes the address where
you send your cancellation notice.
The contract or receipt and the notice of your right to cancel
must be in the same language as that principally used in the sales
presentation. For example, if the buyer and the salesperson spoke in
Spanish during the sale, the contract must be in Spanish.
Resist high-pressure sales tactics and pressure to "buy now." Shady
door-to-door sales are common in the aftermath of disaster precisely
because so many people are desperate to repair leaky roofs and clear
up dangerous debris. Slow down, take precautions, and don't fall
prey to a door-to-door scam.

GRACIE GALVAN
Realtor

SRES, CHMS, & ALHS Specialist

RE/MAX

Proffesional Group
galvangracie@hotmail.com

Direct: 281-732-0009
Office: 832-478-1246
Area resident for 17 years.

Selling Your Home
- Free Market Analysis

Buying A Home
- Free Home Search Service

WAYS TO REPORT
A CRIME
1) Call the Harris County Sheriff’s Dispatch Office at
713-221-6000
2) I-WATCH PROGRAM
WHAT IS IWATCHHARRISCOUNTY?
• iWatchHarrisCounty is a virtual crime watch that you and
your neighbors can use to report behaviors and activities that
make you feel uncomfortable or do not look right.
What does it do?
• Like traditional neighborhood crime watches, your
awareness reported to the police can help solve crimes or even
prevent a terrorist attack.
You are the eyes and ears of your community. Your awareness
of suspicious behaviors and activities and reporting it to the
police can help solve crimes or prevent crimes.
• Send a text, Start A Chat
• Send an quicktip, Add Video, Or Photos
• Submit a complete report.
• Make a phone call, anonymously, or let us contact you.
GO TO THE SHERIFF ‘S TO DOWNLOAD YOUR AP
THE I-WATCH PROGRAM AT: http://iwatchharriscounty.
com/home.php?id=110
3) CRIME STOPPERS
• CALL US Call 713-222-TIPS (8477)
We do not ask for your name. Callers are given a code
number. Information is forwarded to law enforcement. After
arrest, cash rewards are paid.
• SEND US A TEXT MESSAGE
Text TIP610 plus your tip to CRIMES (274637). Your
phone number remains unknown. Code number sent back
to you
• SUBMIT ONLINE
Visit www.crime-stoppers.org
Fill out the online form and submit
Code number will be issued after submission
CRIME STOPPERS WILL PAY UP TO $5000 FOR ANY
INFORMATION THAT LEADS TO THE CHARGING
OR ARREST OF A FELONY SUSPECT.

Look no further for great
customer service and put
experience to work for you!

Member of HAR/MLS service
Always working for you!
6

Willowbridge - Stonebridge Civic Associate Newsletter - December 2013

Copyright © 2013 Peel, Inc.

WillowTalk
At no time will any source be allowed to use the WillowTalk contents, or
loan said contents, to others in anyway, shape or form, nor in any media,
website, print, film, e-mail, electrostatic copy, fax, or etc. for the purpose of
solicitation, commercial use, or any use for profit, political campaigns, or
other self amplification, under penalty of law without written or expressed
permission from the Willowbridge-Stonebridge Homeowners Association and
Peel, Inc. The information in the WillowTalk is exclusively for the private use
of Willowbridge-Stonebridge residents only.

NOT AVAILABLE ONLINE

DISCLAIMER: Articles and ads in this newsletter express the opinions of
their authors and do not necessarily reflect the opinions of Peel, Inc. or its
employees. Peel, Inc. is not responsible for the accuracy of any facts stated in
articles submitted by others. The publisher also assumes no responsibility for
the advertising content with this publication. All warranties and representations
made in the advertising content are solely that of the advertiser and any such
claims regarding its content should be taken up with the advertiser.
* The publisher assumes no liability with regard to its advertisers for misprints
or failure to place advertising in this publication except for the actual cost of
such advertising.
* Although every effort is taken to avoid mistakes and/or misprints, the
publisher assumes no responsibility for any errors of information or
typographical mistakes, except as limited to the cost of advertising as stated
above or in the case of misinformation, a printed retraction/correction.
* Under no circumstances shall the publisher be held liable for incidental or
consequential damages, inconvenience, loss of business or services, or any
other liabilities from failure to publish, or from failure to publish in a timely
manner, except as limited to liabilities stated above.

Bashans Painting

Brilliant Energy Texas OUC #10140

& Home Repair
Commercial/Residential
Free Estimates

281-347-6702
281-731-3383cell
• Interior & Exterior Painting • Garage Floor Epoxy
• Hardi Plank Installation

• Custom Staining

• Wood Replacement

• Roofing

• Sheetrock Repair

• Gutter Repair/Replacement

• Interior Carpentry

• Faux Painting

• Cabinet Painting

• Door Refinishing

• Wallpaper Removal and
Texturizing

• Window Installation

• Pressure Washing

• Ceiling Fan/Light Fixtures

• Fence Repair/Replacement

• Trash Removal

References Available • Fully Insured
NO PAYMENT UNTIL COMPLETION
bashanspainting@earthlink.net
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Easy Online Sign-Up at

BrilliantElectricity.com
USE “NEIGHBORHOOD NEWSLETTER” AS REFERRAL

BRILLIANT ENERGY = SERIOUSLY LOW RATES
BRILLIANT ENERGY’S ELECTRICITY RATES CHALLENGE
THE RATES OF EVERY OTHER PROVIDER IN TEXAS!
LOCK-IN A LOW ELECTRICITY RATE FOR
UP TO 3 YEARS
BRILLIANT ENERGY IS RECOMMENDED BY TEXAS ENERGY
ANALYST, ALAN LAMMEY THE HOST OF THE “ENERGY
WEEK” RADIO SHOW ON NEWSTALK 1070 KNTH!
Ask the “Energy Analyst”

281.658.0395

GREAT BUSINESS RATES TOO!
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