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National Junior Honor Society 
helps out at the Ridge Oak Triangle!

Many thanks go out to On Fri, Jan 17, the group came out 
to this large green space for some sticker burr stomping.  With 
a bag of socks to wear over their shoes and lots of enthusiasm 
they stomped away collecting thousands of burrs.  The timing 
was perfect as the burrs are dry and ready to cling to socks.  
Fewer burrs mean fewer sticker burr plants this spring.  And 
with fewer burrs the green space may be usable again.  That 
is the goal.

-- Beautification Committee
Ridge Oak Triangle:

It was a great turnout as about 40 people gathered at the Ridge 
Oak Triangle on Jan 5th to help with the sticker burr problem.  
The neighborhood has been fighting burrs in this large green 
space for years.  The burrs make the space almost unusable.  Our 
current strategy involves collecting as many burrs as possible by 
wearing socks over shoes and then walking the area.  All these feet, 
big and little, means lots of socks covered with burrs.  Once the 
socks filled up we would swap them out.  It was lots of socializing 
with the adults and exercise for the kids.  The plan is to do this 
event on a regular basis – both for sticker burr removal and to 
make this space a neighborhood gathering area.

 Ridge Oak Reservoir:
All the dogs that visit the Ridge Oak Reservoir give a big bark 

of thanks to those who came out to the help with the Sticker 
Burr Stomp on Jan 5th.  The reservoir located at 4400 Ridge Oak 
Drive has beautiful views and a big open field – a field that had 
too many sticker burrs for our 4 legged friends.  People gathered 
here to wear socks over their shoes to pick up as many burrs as 
they can.  It is very easy to help out.  If you visit the area bring 
old socks and wear them over your shoes.  Just toss them in the 
garbage can as you leave.  The dogs thank you!

Each sticker burr is a seed pod so fewer burrs means fewer 
plants and burrs this spring.

Thanks everyone,
   -- Nadene and Juliee of the HPWBANA 

Beautification Committee

STOMPING OUT 
STICKER 
BURRS
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IMPORTANT NUMBERS

Austin Citywide Information Center . 974-2000 or 311
Emergency Police ................................................. 911 

   Non-emergency Police (coyote sighting, etc.) ......... 311
Social Services (during work hours) ....................... 211
Wildlife Rescue 24 Hour Hot Line  ...... 210-698-1709
APD REP. - Officer Darrell Grayson ..... 512-974-5242

'13 BOARD OF DIRECTORS

PRESIDENT
Trey McWhorter ............................... tmcwhorter3@yahoo.com
VICE PRESIDENT
Becca Cody ........................................ codytripathi@yahoo.com 
SECRETARY
Dawn Lewis ......................................... dawnlew@sbcglobal.net
TREASURER
Donna Edgar ..................................  donna.edgar@sbcglobal.net
NEWSLETTER EDITOR
Becca Cody ........................................ codytripathi@yahoo.com 
BOARD MEMBER
Mike Ditson ..............................................................................
Chereen Fisher ....................................... chereen@austin.rr.com
Alex Furlong..............................................................................
Brandon McBride ......................................................................

The HPWBANA Board meets on the third Monday of each 
month except December. Please go to HPWBANA.org for our 
current meeting location or contact president@HPWBANA.org.

 HWPBANA is bordered on the north by 2222, on the south 
by 35th St., on the west by Mt. Bonnell Rd., and on the east 
by MoPac and by Bull Creek Rd. between Hancock Dr. and 
45th St. Mail your membership dues to HPWBANA, P.O. Box 
26101, Austin, Texas 78755

ADVERTISING INFO

 Please support the businesses that advertise in the 
HPWBANA Newsletter. Their advertising dollars make 
it possible for all residents to receive a newsletter at no 
charge. No neighborhood association funds are used to 
produce or mail the newsletters. If you would like to 
support the newsletter by advertising, please contact 
Peel, Inc. Sales Office at 512-263-9181 or advertising@
PEELinc.com for ad information and pricing.

As you know, Austin has moved to a new system of how we 
will elect our city council--we have moved from an at-large 
system to a single member system.    There was a special effort 
to include four minority opportunity districts, as required by 
the Voting Rights Act.

 The process was arduous, and the HPWBANA board 
worked to try to ensure that our neighborhood would be 
included in a district with members that shared our concerns 
and issues.   In addition, we had many neighbors in HPWBA 
who supported our efforts on behalf of our neighborhood.   
The Independent Citizens Redistricting Commission (ICRC) 
drew the ten districts in November and the Highland Park 
Balcones West Neighborhood was included in District 10.  
This includes Tarrytown, Brykerwoods, Northwest Hills, part 
of Rosedale, and Great Hills.   

To view the map, please go to http://www.austinredistricting.
org/wp-content/uploads/2013/11/Austin_Final-Plan.pdf 

If you are interested in running for office to represent our 
district, candidates can begin fundraising in May for their 
campaigns.

HPWBA Part of District 
10 after Austin moves to 
10-1 Redistricting Plan

Dawn Lewis

Final Redistricting Map for COA.  
HPWBA included in District 10-1.  
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FEBRUARY’S YARD OF THE MONTH 

2013 - A YEAR IN REVIEW

By Jennifer Smith, Realtor®

My family and I LOVE living in this neighborhood—our yard, the schools, proximity to downtown, block parties, 
the quarry, trails and so much more! We know there are lots of other great neighborhoods, and yet it is still 
clear to us that HPWBANA is the best.  Yes, THE BEST! 

We live in a vibrant neighborhood that is in DEMAND, and below is a quick snapshot of how 2013 compared 
to 2012 in real estate.  You will see fewer homes were sold, and yet our values increased and days on the 
market decreased--the law of supply and demand! If you are thinking of selling it is a fantastic time.  There is 
definite demand, and homes are often selling before they even hit MLS.  

For a more in-depth look at what 
happened in 2013 and what that means for 
your home's value, please contact me 
today.  I would love the opportunity to talk 
with you! 

 

Jennifer Smith, Realtor®

2013 - A YEAR IN REVIEW

(512) 532-5550
jennifer@smartservicesold.com

www.SmartServiceSold.com

Congratulations to Maggie and Joe 
Longley of  3104 Highland Terrace 
West!

Despite the blustery days, they 
have not a leaf in their yard!  
"Well we owe it to Mike Glidewell 
of Glidewell Landscaping, 
Construction and Irrigation," 
Maggie says. "Mike is the guy. He 
does a fantastic job every Tuesday 
Morning, and my yard would not 
look this great without him!"

"Looking for help with your yard? 
Stop by and meet Mike," Maggie 
says. "Or call him at 512.585.2317 
and ask for 'The Maggie'!"

Thank you for sharing Maggie, and 
congratulations to you, Mike—oh 
and Joe!

Number of Sales

Avg Days on the Market

Avg Sales Price

Median Sales Price

Avg Sold Price per Sq Ft

List Price/Sale Price %

86

56

$540,993

$472,500

$234.73

97%

68

42

$564,374

$514,500

$251.60

98%

-20%

2012 2013 % Change

-25%

+4%

+7%

+7%

+1%

HPWBANA REAL ESTATE 2013 YEAR-END SNAPSHOT

Call me today! 

512.532.5550



4     The HPWBANA News - February 2014 Copyright © 2014 Peel, Inc.

Highland Park West Balcones Area

5-Year Real Estate Trends in the
HPWBANA Neighborhoods

By Rebecca Wolfe Spratlin

In reviewing the past performance of real estate, it is 
very important to look at the numbers in the context of 
performance over time as a basis of comparison.  There is a 
lot of media information about the performance of real estate 
in Texas and in Austin, but it is most useful when looked at 
in a smaller geographic area.  After all, real estate is local.  
For that reason, I have pulled together the above metrics for 
only those neighborhoods included in the Highland Park 
West and Balcones Area Neighborhood Association.  This is 
our immediate neighborhood.

The most important trend is the growth in cost per square 
foot.  The Average Cost per Square Foot has increased by 21% 
during the past five years, and the Median (mid-point) Cost 
per Square Foot has increased by 18%.  While there is no 
doubt that much of this growth has been due to appreciation 
of our homes’ values, at least part of it is due to the capital 
investments home owners and investors/flippers have made 
in updating and up-grading area homes.  During the past five 
years, there were 24 homes purchased and re-sold at much 
higher prices within 12 month periods, suggesting investor/
flipping activity as well as tear-downs and new construction.  
There were around a dozen other homes that were bought 

and sold at much higher prices during this five-year period, 
suggesting that home owners made capital improvements and 
benefited from their investments upon resale of their homes.

     Signs of the buyers’ market transitioning into a sellers’ 
market are evidenced not only by the increased price per 
square foot, but also in the significant reduction in Average 
and Median Days on the market, as well as the reduction 
of the amount of money that sellers have been paying for 
their buyers’ closing costs and repairs on their homes.  The 
Average Days on the Market have declined by 59% to only 
61 days, while the Median Days on the Market declined by 
82% to 20 days.  The percent of the sales price that sellers 
are spending on Buyers’ Closing Cost and Repairs is only a 
quarter of one percent, down by 50% during the past five 
years.  In this competitive market, buyers have been willing 
to pay more for homes and ask for fewer concessions on 
closing costs and repairs.

Our neighborhood continues to be a vibrant real estate 
market with many investors and home owners willing to make 
capital improvements.   The incredibly positive trends of the 
past five years and the recent conversion to a Sellers’ Market 
are expected to continue throughout 2014 and beyond.

   5-Year Real Estate Trends in HPWBA
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Why Our Patients Love Us:
Empowering you to play an active role in your 
child’s dental health. 

Compassionate, individual patient care for your 
child’s needs.

Enjoy a dental  team focused on creating a 
positive dental experience for you and your child. 

Utilitzation of the most recent technology.

You are invited to stay with your child through the 
entire appointment. 

heaLthy smiLes
 aRe OUR sPeCiaLty

  Visit www.DrSherwood.net   

“My Children LOVE going to Dr. 
Sherwood’s office. They actually 
count down the days until their 
appointment and when their visit is 
over, they don’t want to leave.”

Monthly payment options 
available, including no 

interest financing. 

stephen sherwood, dds

(New patients only, this offer cannot be 
combined with other offers, restrictions apply.)

$50
OFF

Mention this and receive 
$50 off New Patient 

cleaning, fluoride and exam. 

Call today! 
(512) 454-6936

2014 will bring the highly anticipated roll out of Google Fiber’s 
ultra-high-speed internet service to select Austin neighborhoods.  
The service, which provides an alternative to Cable TV and 
Internet subscriptions, boasts of download speeds 100 times faster 
than those provided by typical broadband options. At that speed, 
a high definition movie that might take over an hour to download 
can now be had in less than a minute. 

Whether Highland Park residents will be able to subscribe to 
Google Fiber has not yet been determined. Google will be running 
an online site that asks residents to indicate their collective interest 
in having the service installed in their area.  Neighborhoods that 
meet Google’s sign-up goals will be prioritized for the service, and 
according to the Google Fiber Blog, will be able to gain access 
“within a few weeks.”  To receive updates on neighborhood sign-
ups, residents can visit:  https://fiber.google.com/cities/austin/

 Prices for the services have yet to be disclosed, though 
presumably Google is looking to be competitive with available 
alternatives.  Austin is just the second city in the United States, 
after Kansas City, to get access to Google Fiber, where a combined 
TV and Internet package goes for $120 per month.  

Google Fiber is already stirring responses from some traditional 
broadband TV and Internet providers.  AT&T has already 
announced its “GigaPower Internet” service, which to start 
provides speeds of roughly 40 times typical broadband service. 

The Google Fiber project involves installing thousands of miles 
of fiber-optic cables back and forth across Austin communities. 
To implement the service in the Highland Park area, Google 
would install one or more telecom cabinets in the area.  Each 
cabinet houses equipment capable of serving a few hundred 
residents, which would transform Highland Park into what 
Google describes as a “Fiberhood.”  Google technicians would 
then need to connect individual homes that choose to subscribe 
to the service. 

GOOGLE FIBER COULD BRING 100X 
FASTER INTERNET TO HPWBANA
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It’s My Park Day
MARCH 1ST

It’s My Park Day and the HPWBANA beautification 
committee invite you and your family to come out to Perry 
Park on March 1st for the annual “It’s My Park Day” event.  
Activities will include mulching the trees, clearing brush, and 
continuing with the Nature Trail Restoration project.   It’s 
My Park Day is a great opportunity to meet members of our 
Beautification Committee as well as other caring neighbors like 
you! Be sure to check the website or Yahoo Group for details.

David McCall GRE, SRES

ANALYSIS

Thoughtful Planning 

and Expert Execution 

of Your Family’s Goals 

When Buying or 

Selling Residential

Real Estate.

INFORMATION

GUIDANCE

512.736.8103
dvdmccll@yahoo.com

Highland Park Elementary 
Parent Kinder Tour 

Come and tour Highland Park, meet a Kindergarten teacher, 
and see what HP Elementary is all about! Parent Tour is on 
Wednesday, February, 26th from 11:30-12:30.  Please meet in 
the library.  Please RSVP to Courtney Yeager at cryeager2@
yahoo.com  Parents only please.    There will be  an event in 
March and May for your children to check out Highland Park. 

Ayusa is a non-profit high school foreign exchange student 
organization.  We welcome teenagers from over 60 countries 
worldwide and provide host family placement and ongoing 
supervision for 5 and 10 month academic programs.  These 
exceptional young people look forward to a warm bond of 
friendship with your family and a rewarding cultural exchange.  
Host families are asked to
•	 provide	meals	
•	 provide	a	bedroom	either	shared	or	private.	
Students pay for all other personal expenses while in the U.S.  

Ayusa is currently accepting applications for the 2013/2014 
program year. Visit our website to fill out your online application 
– the schools in our area have limited spots available for exchange 
students, so act now! All across the world, Ayusa students are 
eagerly awaiting their host family placement.  Please call today 
and begin the adventure of a lifetime!  

Visit our website at www.ayusa.org or call us at (888) 552-
9872. You can also contact our local representative Vicki Odom 
at vodom@ayusa.org or call 832-455-7881 for more information 
as well. 

Explore the World 
Without Leaving Home!

Host an international exchange student through 
Ayusa. Learn the true heart and soul of a culture!
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Working for a K&N Management restaurant like 
Rudy’s and Mighty Fine is unlike any job you’ve 
had before. This job is serious fun. That’s why 
we were in the Top Places to Work in Austin for 
two years in a row. We’ve also been awarded 
nationally – by the U.S. President!

Apply Today
knmanagement.com/careers
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STEVE’S PLUMBING
REPAIR
• Water Pressure Problems
• Sewer & Drain Service
• Fiber Optic Drain
   Line Inspections
• Free Estimates
• Satisfaction Guaranteed

Steve Brougher
2605 Buell Ave

Master License: M-39722

512.276.7476
satisfaction guaranteedfree estimates

water pressure problems
�ber optic drain line inspectionssewer & drain service 

Steve Brougher
276-7476  ∙ 2605 Buell Ave

STEVE’S
PLUMBING

REPAIR
Master 
License: 

M-39722

satisfaction guaranteedfree estimates

water pressure problems
�ber optic drain line inspectionssewer & drain service 

Steve Brougher
276-7476  ∙ 2605 Buell Ave

STEVE’S
PLUMBING

REPAIR
Master 
License: 

M-39722

Handyman Services · Attic Fans
Remodels · Insulation

http://risaustin.com · (512)923.1747

FREE LABOR
($35 value)

www.PEELinc.com
advertising@PEELinc.com

•	 Avery	Ranch
•	 Barton	Creek
•	 Bee	Cave
•	 Bella	Vista
•	 Belterra
•	 Canyon	Creek
•	 Circle	C	Ranch
•	 Courtyard
•	 Davenport	Ranch
•	 Forest	Creek
•	 Highland	Park	West	Balcones
•	 Hometown	Kyle
•	 Hunter’s	Chase
•	 Jester	Estates
•	 Lakeway
•	 Lakewood
•	 Legend	Oaks	II
•	 Long	Canyon
•	 Lost	Creek
•	 Meadows	of 	Bushy	Creek

Reaching youR neighboRs
contact us today

foR adveRtising infoRmation
512-263-9181

and many others...

Peel, Inc.
community newsletters

•	 Meridian
•	 Pemberton	Heights
•	 Plum	Creek
•	 Prairie	on	the	Creek
•	 Ranch	at	Brushy	Creek
•	 River	Place
•	 Round	Rock	Ranch
•	 Sendera
•	 Shady	Hollow
•	 Sonoma
•	 Steiner	Ranch
•	 Stone	Canyon
•	 Tarrytown
•	 Teravista
•	 Travis	Country	West
•	 Twin	Creeks
•	 Villages	of 	Westen	Oaks
•	 West	Lake	Hills
•	 Westside	at	Buttercup	Creek
•	 Wood	Glen

Sudoku
The challenge is to fill every row across, every column down, and every
3x3 box with the digits 1 through 9. Each 1 through 9 digit must appear
only once in each row across, each column down, and each 3x3 box.

© 2007. Feature Exchange
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SUDOKU

Sudoku
The goal is to fill in the grid so that every row, every column, and

every 3x3 box contains the digits 1 through 9. Each digit may
appear only once in each row, each column, and each 3x3 box.

© 2006. Feature Exchange
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 Achieves YOUR Desired Results 
 Lives and Works in Neighborhood  
 Professional 
 Experienced and Knowledgeable 
 Easy to Work With 

Rebecca Wolfe Spratlin 
Realtor/Broker/ MBA 

 

Contact me 
For a FREE Price Opinion    
Rebecca@RebeccaGetsResults.com 

512-694-2191 

a Licensee of Coldwell Banker United, Realtors 

RE 
Rebecca Realty, LLC 

 

becca 
 

mezzo monday!
every monday  |  ALL NIGHT!

half off wines by the glass | half off piccoli piatti

 ciao!
3411 glenview ave. | austin, texas 78703 

512 467 9898 | www.oliveandjune-austin.com

SEND US 
YOUR 
Event 

Pictures!!
 Do you have a picture of an 
event that you would like to 
run in this newsletter?  Send 
it to us and we will publish it 
in the next issue.  

E m a i l  t h e  p i c t u r e  t o 
codytripathi@yahoo.com Be 
sure to include the text that 
you would like to have as the 
caption.  

Pictures will appear in color 
online at www.PEELinc.com.
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Everyone is busy.  The breakneck pace of modern life leaves 
little time for reflection.  In addition to taking care of yourself, 
parents are focusing on the ever-changing needs of children while 
often simultaneously caring for aging parents.  It is hard to think 
about the big picture when we need to cook dinner and walk the 
dog (even though someone shorter than you insisted that they 
would take care of the latter).

What if something happened to you?  If a debilitating illness 
prevents you from taking care of your family?  Organizing your 
affairs both in the event of incapacity and death is a gift to 
your loved ones.  It will mean that they do not have to guess 
about your wishes.  It also means that you, instead of Texas law, 
determine the guardians of your children, who will take care of 
you if necessary and to whom your property passes.  

Whether you need to update your current estate plan or create 
one for the first time, every parent needs to consider the following:

1.  Guardians for children.  What happens to your children if 
you die?  If you become incapacitated and cannot care for them?  
Choosing a guardian for a minor or incapacitated child is one 
of the most important decisions you can make.  And wouldn’t 
you rather name a guardian as opposed to leaving it to a court?  
Revisit your decision every couple years to see if you are still 
comfortable with the person you named guardian or to change 
the appointment.

2.  Beneficiary designations.  Review the beneficiary 
designations on your retirement accounts and life insurance 
policies to make sure the beneficiaries are correct and coordinate 
with your estate plan.  A divorce or death may have changed 
things since you last filled out your designation form.  Further, 
check your bank and brokerage accounts.  If there is a 

ESTATE PLANNING

BASICS FOR EVERY FAMILY
Submitted by Laura K. Kennedy

survivorship designation, that account will not pass under your 
will.  This kind of asset is referred to as a non-probate asset.  For 
example, a “joint with right of survivorship” bank account will 
be controlled by the designation on file with your bank.

3.  Trusts.  Should you leave your estate outright to your spouse 
or children or in a trust?  Trusts are not just for the wealthy.  A 
properly prepared trust can provide a certain level of creditor 
protection and asset protection in divorce.  Further, a special needs 
trust should be considered if your child could be disqualified from 
government benefits because of his or her inheritance. 

4.  Powers of Attorney.  You understand the benefits of an 
estate plan but think, “Aren’t I too young for a will?”  A complete 
estate plan includes more than just a will.  What if you are in 
a debilitating accident?  Who takes care of your finances and 
your medical decisions?  You can tackle these issues in a durable 
power of attorney and medical power of attorney.  Moreover, a 
health care directive gives you the opportunity to outline your 
wishes in case of terminal illness. 

5.  Taxes.  I have yet to meet a person who enjoys writing a 
check to the taxman.  If you have a taxable estate above $5.34 
million (including life insurance, retirement accounts and certain 
other assets that pass outside of your will), your estate will be 
subject to the federal estate tax in 2014.   A tax-planned will 
and other specialized techniques can minimize the estate tax and 
preserve your wealth.

There is no one-size-fits-all approach to estate planning.  It 
will take some time and thoughtful discussion.  However, there 
is no substitute for the peace of mind that will come with an 
estate plan that reflects your wishes and takes care of loved ones 
when you cannot.
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DISCLAIMER: Articles and ads in this newsletter express the opinions of 
their authors and do not necessarily reflect the opinions of Peel, Inc. or its 
employees. Peel, Inc. is not responsible for the accuracy of any facts stated in 
articles submitted by others. The publisher also assumes no responsibility for 
the advertising content with this publication. All warranties and representations 
made in the advertising content are solely that of the advertiser and any such 
claims regarding its content should be taken up with the advertiser.
* The publisher assumes no liability with regard to its advertisers for misprints 
or failure to place advertising in this publication except for the actual cost of 
such advertising.
* Although every effort is taken to avoid mistakes and/or misprints, the 
publisher assumes no responsibility for any errors of information or 
typographical mistakes, except as limited to the cost of advertising as stated 
above or in the case of misinformation, a printed retraction/correction.
* Under no circumstances shall the publisher be held liable for incidental or 
consequential damages, inconvenience, loss of business or services, or any 
other liabilities from failure to publish, or from failure to publish in a timely 
manner, except as limited to liabilities stated above.

At no time will any source be allowed to use the HPWBANA Newsletter 
contents, or loan said contents, to others in anyway, shape or form, nor in 
any media, website, print, film, e-mail, electrostatic copy, fax, or etc. for 
the purpose of solicitation, commercial use, or any use for profit, political 
campaigns, or other self amplification, under penalty of law without written 
or expressed permission from the HPWBANA and Peel, Inc. The information 
in the HPWBANA Newsletter is exclusively for the private use of HPWBANA 
Neighborhood residents only. 

Kim Wiesman
RealtoR®

512.751.2418
kimatx@kw.com

www.kimwhomes.com

Out Of This World Color
At A Down To Earth Price!

With my customized grey coverage 
package, your salon color service can be 

as low as $35.00. Call Lance @ Color Club 
to set up your FREE consultation.

Color Club
A Lot More Beauty For A Lot Less Money!

Lance @ Color Club (inside Lighten Up Salon) 

8229 Shoal Creek Blvd. Suite 107 Austin, TX 78757

Appts by Phone/Email/Text

512.217.6270
colorclub@austin.rr.com
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