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LANDSCAPE CORNER

The Village Creek Landscape Committee

Tree volcanoes: One would believe, based on looking
around most neighborhoods, that “tree volcanoes” (see drawing)
are an accepted method by which to apply mulch around trees.
90% of Village Creek’s trees have these volcanoes. It would
surprise many of us to hear that the experts say that they are
not recommended, and detrimental to the tree!

A Garden Book for Houston, by the River Oaks Garden
Club, says, with regard to these volcanoes:

“Maintain a deep ring of mulch around the tree for at least
three to four years to help the tree get established. You may
have to replenish it several times a year, but don’t pile it high
around the tree because that can harm the tree. Be particularly
careful to keep the mulch several inches away from the trunk
itself. You may have see the sadly ubiquitous “mulch volcanoes”
on trees in our area, particularly newly planted ones, but do
not adopt this practice. The harmful mulch volcanoes prevent
water from getting to the root ball, can keep roots too wet in
poorly drained soils, often invite disease, and can rot the trunk.
Also, roots can grow up into this pile of mulch...girdling the
tree, further stressing the tree. You should always be able to
see the root flare. In addition, refrain from piling soil, sand,
or anthing else over the root area of the tree as a tree’s roots
can suffer over time.”

It is not very clear to me, yet, how to fix the problem once we
have it. Iknow that, if I dig down to ground-level where the
tree trunk “flares,” there will be roots well above ground level
(as noted by the Garden Club).

ground roots should be cut, but, given the importance of our

I suspect that these above-

trees, it is likely we will get an expert’s opinion before fixing
the problem. Idon’t want the cure to be worse than the illness.

Vegetables: Many seasonable vegetables can be

transplanted this month...including asparagus crowns, onions,
broccoli, cabbage, Chinese cabbage, mustard, kohlrabi,
collards, kale, cauliflower and Brussels sprouts. Protect them
with blankets when freezing is predicted. Seeds can be sown
for carrots, beets, turnips, radishes, lettuce, spinach, arugula,

and chard.

Freezing: Very cold weather is possible in February (record
low in February was 6 degrees F), so continue protection
of applicable plants. As a reminder, consider draining your
backflow preventer before hard freezes (28 degrees or below or
continuous below-freezing nights). Don’t forget to reopen the
valves when irrigation is required.

(Continued on Page 3)
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I M PO RTAN T N U M B E RS Landscape Corner- (Continued from Cover)

Fertilization and Mulch: Apply light fertilization to all :

EMERGENCY NUMBERS or 911 plants. Maintain a layer (2”7 to 3”) of mulch throughout the
gzitsizll;?;?g?ﬁasjeak 281—376—3472 """" 713&25}&3(5:; i year to assist in keeping moisture in and weeds down. Note that |
Klein Bire DEpt. .oovovooororeorosoesomon L .281-376-4449" | areas with nice shade, such as under roses, weeds tend not to be |
Befiern Carvtinell Caiiae _764-7661 i aproblem. Weeds love open areas, so either plant these areas or :
0ison Control Center ......c.cccvvveveerrenreuereecnunuenene 800-764-766 i ap p p :
Willowbrook MethodiSt .......ccocveecccccccucnce 281-477-1000 i apply a thick layer of mulch.
EMER'GENCY 24' HQUR LINE ..ccccocviiiiniene 281-537-0957 ! Bare Root Planting: February is the month to finish up
(select 'emergency’ option) H ) ) H
i planting bare root plants. Water them well after planting, and :
"?”fnl:tl)gl?SLDs 281-357-3100 comballisd.net i make sure their roots are kept moist until planted. To assure ;
Willow Creek Elem (K-4).........ovormrsnrnn281-357-3080 ;| moisture doesn't run off, build a dam around each new plant to |
Northpointe It (5-6)....uu.vveeersmmrereeesssnrreeeessnnns 281-357-3020 i provide a reservoir for water until the plant is established. After
p (5-6) S57-9 i p p :
Willow Wood Jr (7-8) weecvveveereecieieeiieceeiieeieenenns 281-357-3030 February, you will need to plant containerized plants. Remember
Tomball ngh (9-12) .......................................... 281-357-3220 to backﬁll Only Wlth native Soil‘“no amendments or fertﬂizer
%omball f/[:morlal High School......c.ccceveueueucnne %21—22;—2?32 : are needed or suggested. H
FANSPOITATION. +.vvteveeeereeeeseneseaeeeseneneaeasseneneneaenens -357- : :
HOA MGMT i Spraying: This is the month to spray fruit trees with oil i
Preferred Management .........cocococececececccccacncne 281-897-8808 sprays (before they bud).
Patti Tine...occoeereeeneenecniecnieneene patti@preferredmgt.com i Pruning: February is a good month to prune deciduous
Fax .o 281-897-8838

Mailing: PO. Box 690269 Houston, TX 77269 woody plants prior to spring growth. Look up specific plants :

Village Creek Community Association Website:
www.preferredmgt.com/villagecreek/home.asp

i to find out the exact time for pruning. According to “Texas :
i Gardener (TG),” “The most notorious crimes of the season are }
overly-pruning crape myrtles and cutting large shade trees back

gIE,SRVICES 713-626-5701 i so far they look like a giant hat rack....” Again, according to i
O T o 713-659-2111 i the TG this is NOT the best time to prune some plants such as :
Dead Animal Pick Up ......cvvvrvereereririeieseeieinanns 713-699-1113 i flowering quince and “once blooming” roses. These should not
Domestic VIOLENCE «..evveeeeeeeeeeeiieeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeenees 281-401-6250 be pruned until after they blossom. Again, read, read, and read
FBI ............................................... 713-693-5000 i about your specific tree or bush H
Harris County Animal Control ........cccccceveennenen. 281-999-3191 H
Houston Chronicle ........c..ewwereeneeeeeerereseceens 713-220-7211 i Grass: Weeds are awaiting warm weather to take off, so if you |
Sweetwater POOLS .....c.veveveieeieeieeicieeee e 281-988-8480 i seesome, now is a good time to hand pick them. If you must use
k/?st .Pe.ts.i. g_tp:( / ngw.[.)refe(rzrzdﬁngt.com/ Villagec;eSe{d ;90(1)“2‘5358 chemicals, this is 2 good month to apply weed killer. Bare areas,
R Lllillf:pgtr ltStl?C}:t ervices L 713:923:3213 i with lots of weeds, might be a sign of poor water distribution of :
e. e _ cetlis _ S centerpomtenergy emillanizae i your sprinkler system, so see if bare areas are getting enough water
Sex Offenders......coouvveueennieecnnineennes www.familywatchdog.us before you spend too much effort on other solutions.
goma?t —\X?able/ High Speed Internet................ ;g'gié’éggg i Roses: February is a good month to plant roses. According
e"lE;shlcpmlilslt;Tues/Fn """"""""""""""""""""" e i 10 TG, consider EarthKind roses, which are “disease resistant |
Recycling Fri (only newspapers/#1 & 2 plastics/aluminum cans) and Texas tough by Texas A&M AgriLife Extension Service.”
Yard Stork ...ceeeveeeeeierieineeeeeiens kpuente@garygreene.com i Roses should be pruned around Valentine’s Day, but can be :
NEWSLETTER i pruned into March. This article from the Chronicle provides
Editor i good information on pruning roses: http://www.chron. i
Jerry Gabbert ...c.ccueuiiiiiieecce jgabbert@gmail.com i com/life/gardening/article/How-and-when-do-I-prune-my- i
(Deadline is the 5th of each month) roses-1678101.php :
Publisher - Peel, Inc....ccoveevieirieirieirieieieeeienens 512-263-9181
Advertising............... advertising@PEELinc.com, 888-687-6444 FEBRUARY’S WEATHER FROM
RESIDENT BOARD MEMBERS f INTELLICAST.COM
Tom Br Ogan .............................................................................. .é AVERAGE AVERAGE RECORD RECORD AVERAGE AVERAGE
Richard MOOTE .....c.ccveieieiieiisiieiieiecie ettt eeeenes Low HIGH Low HIGH PREC. SNOW
Sharon Gabbert......c.coceveeririririniniriniiense ettt i | DEGF DEG.F DEG.F | DEG.F | INCHES | INCHES
Russell MCMULLLEY .......cvvvereueminierereeiirieieneeseeneneneesneneneessenenene
JOSHUA LOVE ...veeuviiiiiiciieiecieieeie ettt et e eaae e eaneereens 43 65 6 91 2.97 0.1
WebSIte . .covvvevenererrevenenennen www.preferredmgt.com/villagecreek
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Home Handyman

By Gordon R. Watson

We had to replace our attic furnace recently. Actually, only
the circulating fan motor was bad, but its replacement cost was
half the cost of a new furnace, so it didnt seem worthwhile to
just replace the motor. My wife and I were both a bit under the
weather during this process, and the weather was quite cold, so
there really weren’t many options. I thought about having the
installer replace only the fan motor, but then got to thinking
that there are a few other expensive parts in today’s furnaces
(such as the control circuit board) which could go next.

While new furnaces and air conditioning units are very
efficient, the fancy equipment to obtain efficiency (such as
variable or multi-speed fans), can be quite costly. Fortunately,
most home air conditioning equipment has a ten year parts
warranty. While such warranties sound excellent, they are

not commonly transferred when a home is sold. The ten year
warranty is a pretty safe bet by the manufacturer because the
major equipment (compressor, circuit boards, and motors)
generally last more than ten years, and, according to the
U.S. Census, not many families stay in a house ten years.
Typically, we don’t buy extended warranties, though have made
exceptions. Some have paid off, but most didn’t. Thave always
thought that the best thing to do for all extended warranties is
to put the money (you didn’t use to buy them) into an interest-
bearing account or CD where you couldn’t lose money, but
could accumulate it for those times when you needed it for
repairs. ..or, better yet, go on a vacation if the account happens

to overflow.
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Market Pricing Experts
Move-up and Downsize Programs
Knowledge of the Entire Houston Area
Savvy Price Negotiations
Complete Guidance Throughout the
Buying and Selling Process

ThefPavid Flory Team =

1281.477.0345
info@floryteam.com
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CROSSWORD PUZZLE

ACROSS

1. Pear type

5. matter

9. Bridge support

10. Jarred

11. Hind

12. Civil authority

13. Make it yourself pizza
brand

15. Hoopla

16. _ Monroe

18. Sieges

21. Bumbling insect

22. Crustacean

26. Birch-like tree

28. Note

29. Prick

30. Canal

31. Dr. Jekyll and Mr.

32. Decays

View answers online at www.peelinc.com

DOWN

. Hook part

. Brand of sandwich cookie
. Replace a striker

. Color saturation

. Expression of surprise

. Faithful

. Ill-natured

. City in Ohio

. Gives a conceited smile

. Laces

. Chemical compound

. Embarrass

. Cantankerous

. Warm

. Brand of coffee alternative
. Except

. Bucks wives

. Compass point

© 2006. Feature Exchange
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NOT
AVAILABLE
ONLINE

Village Creek Resident

Success in buying or selling your property is due to the
real estate professional you choose to represent you.

| provide an exceptionally high level of service and

have navigated many clients through unknown

territory with ease. My due diligence and tenacity

have been the power in the process. After all, it is one

of life’s most crucial financial transactions. | will do
the same for you and your family.

Call me today for your free, no
obligation home valuation.

Lisa Guillotte
Realtor®

Better GARY
mH*?.l.!!S:. GREENE

713-301 .7349 Direct

e-mail: lisa.guillotte@garygreene.com
Web: http://LisaGuillotte.GaryGreene.com

At no time will any source be allowed to use The Village Gazette's contents,
or loan said contents, to others in anyway, shape or form, nor in any media,
website, print, film, e-mail, electrostatic copy, fax, or etc. for the purpose of
solicitation, commercial use, or any use for profit, political campaigns, or other
selfamplification, under penalty of law without written or expressed permission
from Peel, Inc. The information in The Village Gazette is exclusively for the
private use of the Village Creeck HOA and Peel, Inc.

DISCLAIMER: Articles and ads in this newsletter express the opinions
of their authors and do not necessarily reflect the opinions of Peel, Inc.
or its employees. Peel, Inc. is not responsible for the accuracy of any facts
stated in articles submitted by others. The publisher also assumes no
responsibility for the advertising content with this publication. All warranties
and representations made in the advertising content are solely that of the
advertiser and any such claims regarding its content should be taken up
with the advertiser.

* The publisher assumes no liability with regard to its advertisers for misprints
or failure to place advertising in this publication except for the actual cost
of such advertising.

* Although every effort is taken to avoid mistakes and/or misprints, the
publisher assumes no responsibility for any errors of information or
typographical mistakes, except as limited to the cost of advertising as stated
above or in the case of misinformation, a printed retraction/correction.

* Under no circumstances shall the publisher be held liable for incidental or
consequential damages, inconvenience, loss of business or services, or any
other liabilities from failure to publish, or from failure to publish in a timely
manner, except as limited to liabilities stated above.

Bashans Painting
& Home Repair

Commercial/Residential
Free Estimates

281-347-6702
B S =i
281-731-3383ceul,

* Interior & Exterior Painting
* Hardi Plank Installation
* Wood Replacement

* Garage Floor Epoxy
* Custom Staining

* Roofing

+ Sheetrock Repair * Gutter Repair/Replacement
* Interior Carpentry

* Cabinet Painting

* Faux Painting

* Door Refinishing

* Window Installation
* Trash Removal

* Wallpaper Removal and
Texturizing
* Pressure Washing + Ceiling Fan/Light Fixtures

* Fence Repair/Replacement

References Available * Fully Insured
NO PAYMENT UNTIL COMPLETION
bashanspainting@earthlink.net
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308 Meadowlark St. South
Lakeway, TX 78734
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