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EMERGENCY NUMBERS
EMERGENCY ................................................................... 911
Fire ...................................................................................... 911
Ambulance .......................................................................... 911
Sheriff – Non-Emergency ....................................512-974-5556
Hudson Bend Fire and EMS

SCHOOLS
 Canyon Creek Elementary ...............................512-428-2800
 Grisham Middle School ...................................512-428-2650
 Westwood High School ...................................512-464-4000

UTILITIES
Pedernales Electric ...............................................512-219-2602
Texas Gas Service
 Custom Service .............................................1-800-700-2443
 Emergencies .....................................................512-370-8609
 Call Before You Dig ........................................ 512-472-2822
AT&T
 New Service ..................................................1-800-464-7928
 Repair ...........................................................1-800-246-8464
 Billing ...........................................................1-800-858-7928
Time Warner Cable
 Customer Service .............................................512-485-5555
 Repairs.............................................................512-485-5080

OTHER NUMBERS
Balcones Postal Office .........................................512-331-9802

NEWSLETTER PUBLISHER
Peel, Inc. .............................................................512-263-9181
Article Submissions ...........................canyoncreek@peelinc.com
Advertising ....................................... advertising@PEELinc.com

IMPORTANT NUMBERS

ADVERTISING INFO
Please support the businesses that advertise in the Canyon 

Chronicle. Their advertising dollars make it possible for all 
Canyon Creek residents to receive the monthly newsletter 
at no charge.  If you would like to support the newsletter by 
advertising, please contact our sales office at 512-263-9181 or 
advertising@peelinc.com. The advertising deadline is the 9th 
of each month for the following month's newsletter.

DON'T WANT TO WAIT 
FOR THE MAIL?

View the current issue of The Canyon Chronicle on
the 1st day of each month at www.peelinc.com

NOT AVAILABLE ONLINE
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• 107 Five Star Client Reviews – Austin City Search

• Best of Houzz 2014 - Client Satisfaction

• Angie’s List Super Service Award 2013

• Design Build - Est. 2006 - Susan G Komen Supporters

NewCreationsAustin.com or Call (512) 963-9043

Remodeling is a Pain in the Rear

We’re Your Soft Cushion
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Ghosts in the Graveyard

by Jim and 
Lynne Weber

Commonly found growing in rural areas including graveyards, 
Twistleaf Yucca (Yucca rupicola) is sometimes called ‘ghosts in the 
graveyard’, for when in bloom the clusters of white flowers on thin 
stalks appear as floating apparitions.  But this common plant, which 
is widespread in our area, has a much more uncommon, mysterious 
association with a rarely seen butterfly called the Yucca Giant-Skipper 
(Megathymus yuccae). 

Flying in the spring, the Yucca Giant-Skipper is a medium-sized, 
robust-bodied butterfly with a fast, powerful flight.  Above, its dark 
forewings are elongated with a variable pale yellow outer band, and 
a yellow marginal border can be seen on the hindwings.  Below, the 
hindwings are a dark blackish brown with a violet-white frosting and 
prominent triangular white spot along the leading margin.  Males 
and females are similar, but females are generally larger and males 
have wider, more rounded forewings.  Although fairly common, 
this species is like a ghost in the butterfly world, as sightings of 
adults are rare.

The most fascinating aspect of these butterflies is how they depend 
on the Twistleaf Yucca to carry out their life cycle.  Males perch on low 

vegetation or on the ground near twistleaf yuccas, awaiting passing 
females.  Producing only one generation per year from February 
to May depending on location, the cycle begins when the female 
butterfly lays a single egg on the leaf of a Twistleaf Yucca.  The young 
larvae (or caterpillar) feeds on the leaves of this plant and constructs 
small, individual silken shelters to protect itself as it grows.

Once larger, older larvae bore deep into the plant crown and feed 
within the root, constructing a prominent silk tent at the opening 
of the burrow.  Active tents can be discovered by looking for larvae 
excrement (called ‘frass’) that is pushed out of the tent opening before 
the larvae pupates.  In the spring, the adult butterfly emerges from 
the tent opening and allows its wings to dry before it takes flight 
and begins the search for a mate.  Adult yucca giant-skippers do not 
visit flowers to feed, and it is unknown how long they live, or if they 
utilize other food sources.

Look closely and take care when performing your winter landscape 
cleanup, so as not to unwittingly destroy the tents that may be present 
on your Twistleaf Yucca plants.  These ghosts of the graveyard may 
just be harboring ghosts of their own!

NATUREWATCH

LEFT: Twistleaf Yucca bloom stalk
MIDDLE: Yucca Giant-Skipper tent (photo by D. Hanson)
RIGHT: Yucca Giant-Skipper (photo by Randy L. Emmitt)

Send your nature-related questions to naturewatch@austin.rr.com and we’ll do our best 
to answer them.  If you enjoy reading these articles, look for our book, Nature Watch 

Austin, published by Texas A&M University Press.    
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DISCLAIMER: Articles and ads in this newsletter express the opinions of their 
authors and do not necessarily reflect the opinions of Peel, Inc. or its employees. Peel, 
Inc. is not responsible for the accuracy of any facts stated in articles submitted by 
others. The publisher also assumes no responsibility for the advertising content with 
this publication. All warranties and representations made in the advertising content 
are solely that of the advertiser and any such claims regarding its content should be 
taken up with the advertiser.
* The publisher assumes no liability with regard to its advertisers for misprints or failure 
to place advertising in this publication except for the actual cost of such advertising.
* Although every effort is taken to avoid mistakes and/or misprints, the publisher 
assumes no responsibility for any errors of information or typographical mistakes, 
except as limited to the cost of advertising as stated above or in the case of 
misinformation, a printed retraction/correction.
* Under no circumstances shall the publisher be held liable for incidental or 
consequential damages, inconvenience, loss of business or services, or any other 
liabilities from failure to publish, or from failure to publish in a timely manner, 
except as limited to liabilities stated above.

The Canyon Chronicle is a private publication published by Peel, Inc. It is not 
sanctioned by any homeowners association or organization, nor is it subject to the 
approval of any homeowners association or organization, nor is it intended, nor 
implied to replace any publication that may be published by or on behalf of any 
homeowners association or organization. At no time will any source be allowed to 
use the Canyon Chronicle Newsletter contents, or loan said contents, to others in 
anyway, shape or form, nor in any media, website, print, film, e-mail, electrostatic 
copy, fax, or etc. for the purpose of solicitation, commercial use, or any use for 
profit, political campaigns, or other self amplification, under penalty of law without 
written or expressed permission from Peel, Inc. The information in the newsletter is 
exclusively for the private use of Peel, Inc.

REAL COMMUNITY
REAL RESULTS

WWW.NORTHSIDEFIT.COM
(512) 743 - 9873

50%
OFF

PERSONAL
TRAINING
PACKAGE

*Applies to on-ramp personal training with
purchase of Northside Fitness membership

Register online at:
www.colinshope.org

Questions about the event?
Contact Amy Domecq

or Tracie Garvens
amy.domecq@colinshope.org

(512) 470-9470

WWW.COLINSHOPE.ORG

JOIN US FOR GOLF 
AND A GREAT CAUSE!

DATE: Wednesday, April 30th
11:00 am Registration - 1:00 pm Start

LOCATION: Flintrock Falls Country Club
FORMAT: 4-person scramble

We
envision
a WORLD

CHILDREN
DO
NOT DROWN
where

*Includes lunch, dinner and lots of swag
COST: $165 per golfer*
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Let us help you 
Grow your next

512.263.9181
Contact Us Today!

Or Visit

peelinc.com


