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A Newsletter for Riata Ranch Residents

 Where can you find live entertainment, 4,000 people, 
1,000 pounds of brisket and sausage, 1,600 slices of cheese, 
2,000 hot dogs and hamburgers, a petting zoo, games and 
activities for the kids, auctions, and the largest yard sale 
west of the Mississippi? Where else but Boys and Girls 
Country’s annual Spring Festival! People from Houston and 
the surrounding areas will make the annual pilgrimage Sat., 
May 3 from 10 a.m. to 4 p.m. to the Boys and Girls Country 
main campus in Hockley, TX for fun, food and festivities in 
support of children.

 “All of the dollars raised at Spring Festival enable us 
to provide a great Home for our 88 children along with 
supporting 14 young adults in our College and Career 
program,” says John Nesser, Spring Festival co-chair. “This 
year is going to be our largest and most exciting Spring 
Festival ever with many new additions for the whole family 
to enjoy,” says Cynthia Nesser, Spring Festival co-chair.

Boys and Girls Country provides a stable Christian home 
environment for children from families in crisis representing 
11 counties in the greater Houston area, raising them to 
become self-sustaining and contributing adults. Our vision 
is that every child has a place to grow up and a sense of 
being home.

 WHO
Boys and Girls Country

WHAT
2014 Spring Festival

WHEN
Sat., May 3, 2014, 10 a.m. to 4 p.m.

WHERE
Hockley, TX 77447

COST
Free admission

$8 for adult lunch plate
$6 for child (12 and under) lunch plate

$15 all-day activity pass (ages 12 and under)
$1 booth tickets

WEBSITE
www.2014springfestival.org
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EMERGENCY 
Sheriff ..............................................................713-221-6000 
Fire Department ..............................................281-855-1110
Cy-Fair Medical Center ...................................281-890-4285
Memorial City Hospital ...................................713-932-3000
Poison Control ................................................800-222-1222

SCHOOLS
Cypress Fairbanks ISD .....................................281-897-4000
Postma Elementary ..........................................281-345-3660
Rennell Elementary .........................................281-213-1550
Spillane Middle ........................................... ...281-216-1645
Cy-Fair High ...................................................281-897-4600
Cy-Falls High ..................................................281-856-1000
Cy-Woods High ...............................................281-213-1800
Cy-Fair College................................................281-290-3200

UTILITIES
HCMUD #196
Billing..............................................................281-579-4500
Repairs ............................................................281-398-8211
Centerpoint Electric ........................................713-207-2222
Centerpoint Entex Gas ....................................713-659-2111
AT&T/SBC .....................................................800-464-7928
Comcast Cable/High Speed Internet.. .............713-341-1000
Waste Mgt .......................................................713-686-6666
HOA, SCS Mgt ...............................................281-463-1777
United States Post Office .................................800-275-8777

LIBRARY
Cy-Fair College Library....................................281-290-3210

IMPORTANT NUMBERS

ARTICLE SUBMISSIONS
Do you have an idea or suggestion for the newsletter? Want 

to submit a photo, article, or both? It’s easy!! Email your articles 
to riataranch@peelinc.com by the 10th of the preceding month 
So if you get your ideas in before the deadline, you should see 
them in the very next month’s newsletter.
 We are glad to hear all of the positive feedback and we intend 
to continue to improving the look and feel of the newsletter 
according to what you tell us. So get as involved as you like! We 
look forward to hearing from you.

NEWSLETTER
Articles ............................................. riataranch@peelinc.com 
Peel, Inc. ..........................................................888-687-6444
Advertising ...................................... advertising@Peelinc.com

NEWSLETTER INFO

“Living, loving, and learning in  
Christ and the Church.”

6646 Addicks Satsuma Rd.
Houston, TX 77084

281-463-1444
www.seascs.org

 ExcEllEnt curriculum • AthlEtics
CompuTeR & SCienCe LAbS

befoRe & AfTeR SCHooL pRogRAmS

Now Registering
2014-2015

 School year

Come grow
with us!

St. Elizabeth Ann Seton
Catholic School

Easy Online Sign-Up at 

USE “NEIGHBORHOOD NEWSLETTER” AS REFERRAL

BrilliantElectricity.com

BRILLIANT ENERGY = SERIOUSLY LOW RATES

BRILLIANT ENERGY’S ELECTRICITY RATES CHALLENGE 
THE RATES OF EVERY OTHER PROVIDER IN TEXAS!

LOCK-IN A LOW ELECTRICITY RATE FOR
UP TO 3 YEARS

Brilliant Energy Texas OUC #10140

BRILLIANT ENERGY IS RECOMMENDED BY TEXAS ENERGY 
ANALYST, ALAN LAMMEY THE HOST OF THE “ENERGY 

WEEK” RADIO SHOW ON NEWSTALK 1070 KNTH!

Ask the “Energy Analyst”
281.658.0395

GREAT BUSINESS RATES TOO!
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On Saturday, February 15, 2014, the Miss 
Cy-Fair Houston Organization held the 
5th annual Miss Cy-Fair Houston Pageant. 
For the 2nd year in a row, the Miss division 
(ages 18-24) is an official prelim for the 
Miss America and Miss Texas Organization, 
and the 2014 Miss Cy-Fair Houston will 
represent the Cy-Fair community at Miss 
Texas.

On Saturday night, Callie Thompson 
captured the crown of Miss Cy-Fair Houston 
2014 and earned a $1000 scholarship from 
LoneStar College Cy-Fair. She wowed the 
judges in personal interview, swimsuit & 
fitness, evening gown, on-stage question, 
and talent competition. She won each 
category and performed a lyrical dance to 
“Via Delarosa” for her talent. 

Callie is a Cy-Fair native and graduated 
from Cy-Springs High School. She earned 
her bachelor’s degree from Texas A&M 
University’s Mays Business School and plans 
to earn a Master of Science in Human Services with a concentration 
in Organizational Management and Leadership. 

Callie’s personal platform is “Living without Limitations: Moving 
Beyond Your Own Challenge”. She was diagnosed with asthma at 
2 years of age and has struggled both physically and emotionally to 
overcome and live with her illness. Through her love of dance and 
her determination, she has not allowed her life-threatening illness 
to define or limit her possibilities and opportunities. Through 
her platform, Callie hopes to encourage children in Cy-Fair and 
throughout Texas to live without limitations and move beyond 
their own personal challenges in order to pursue their own dreams 
and passions.

In addition to serving the Cy-Fair community, Callie will compete 
on the Miss Texas Stage in July. If she becomes Miss Texas, she will 
represent our community and state at the historic and iconic Miss 
America Pageant, which will air live on ABC on September 14, 2014. 
“I couldn’t be more thrilled to win the title of Miss Cy-Fair Houston. 
It is an honor to compete at Miss Texas, and an even bigger honor 
to do it representing your hometown community. I am looking 
forward to serving the Cy-Fair community this year and making 
Cy-Fair proud at Miss Texas,” says Callie. 

For more information on Miss Cy-Fair Houston 2014, Callie 
Thompson, or to request an appearance or autographed picture, 
please visit www.misscyfairhouston.com/meetmisscyfairhouston

Many local Cy-Fair businesses have supported the Miss Cy-Fair 
Houston Pageant and Callie as she begins her journey to Miss 

Texas. Some of these local businesses and 
organizations include Longoria Dentistry, 
Lonestar College Cy-Fair, Sweet & Sassy, The 
Colour Bar: A Cynthia Diersen Salon, The 
Cypress Academy of Performing Arts, Kids 
R Kids, Buttercup Tans, Your Community 
Magazine, Mitchell Alexander Photography, 
MK Floral Designs, McCall Gibson Swedlund 
Barfoot PLLC, Queen B’s Dowry, Muzzie’s 
Couture, Consolidated Mills, and Chelsea 
B Cosmetics. 

The Miss Cy-Fair Houston Pageant is a 
not-for-profit organization aimed at raising 
scholarship for young women. Its mission is 
to encourage scholarship, service, style, and 
success, and to empower young women and 
girls to become positive leaders, mentors, 
and role models in our community. For 
more information on the Miss Cy-Fair 
Houston Organization, please visit www.
misscyfairhouston.com 
ADDITIONAL INFORMATION ON 

MISS TEXAS
An official preliminary to the Miss America Scholarship Pageant, 

the Miss Texas Pageant, Inc. has a rich history of empowering young 
women to achieve their dreams and goals. Larger than the young 
women who have held the title of Miss Texas is the volunteer team 
and “pageant family” who have dedicated their lives to ensure these 
young women have every opportunity available to them through 
this transformational pageant system.

ADDITIONAL INFORMATION ON MISS AMERICA
The Miss America Organization is one of the nation’s leading 

achievement programs and the world’s largest provider of scholarship 
assistance for young women. Last year, the Miss America Organization 
and its state and local organizations made available more than $45 
million in cash and scholarship assistance. This assistance is not just 
for the handful of young women who become Miss America, but 
is available to the over 12,000 young women who compete in the 
state and local competitions as well.

DID YOU KNOW?
Kaye Lani Rae Rafko, a young woman from the small town of 

Monroe, Michigan, entered a Miss America local competition 
to earn scholarship money to pay her nursing school bills. To 
her surprise, she captured not only a local and state title, but 
was ultimately named Miss America 1988. Kaye Lani used the 
scholarship money she earned as Miss America to pursue an 
advanced degree and fulfill her dream of opening a hospice for the 
terminally ill in her hometown.

THE NEW MISS CY-FAIR HOUSTON 2014 IS CROWNED
AND READY TO REPRESENT CY-FAIR AT MISS TEXAS IN JULY!
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How To Execute The Backhand Drop Shot

By USPTA/PTR Master Professional 
Fernando Velasco

TENNIS
TIPS

In previous newsletters, I offered tips on how to hit the 
forehand groundstroke, the two-handed backhand, the one-
handed backhand, the forehand volley, the two handed backhand 
volley, the serve, the forehand half-volley, the one-handed 
backhand volley, the overhead “smash”, the forehand service 
return, the backhand service return, the forehand high volley 
approach shot, the two handed high volley approach shot, the 
one-handed high volley approach shot, the forehand lob, the 
two-handed backhand lob, the one-handed backhand lob and 
the forehand drop shot.

In this issue, I will offer instructions on how to execute the 
Backhand Drop Shot.  This shot is used when a player is deep 
on the baseline and returns a short soft ball.  The player hitting 
the drop shop is forcing the opponent to run toward the net. 
This ball should be hit high enough to clear the net and almost 
bounce back toward the net.  If the player running for the shot 
can get it on the first bounce, he/she will most likely be off 
balance and will be forced to commit an error or return for an 
easy put away volley.  In the illustrations, Fernando Velasco, 
Manager and Director of Tennis at the Grey Rock Tennis Club, 

shows the proper technique to execute this stroke.  This shot 
can also be executed from the base line when the opponent is 
expecting a deep return of a serve.

 Step 1:  The Back Swing: When Fernando realizes that the 
ball will landing short and high, he starts his back swing high 
and compacted.  He is using the continental grip and keeping 
his eyes focused on the flight of the ball. His left hand is holding 
the throat of the racket.

Step 2: The Point of Contact:   Fernando is now ready to 
perform the drop shot.  His eyes are now focused on the point 
of contact and the face of the racket is angled up to create the 
underspin on the ball.  His goal is to keep his head still. His left 
hand pulling back to keep the center of gravity in the center and 
his weight is shifting toward his right foot.

Step 3:  The Follow Through:  The success of a drop shot is 
to keep the ball on the strings as long as possible.  Fernando is 
almost “cupping” the ball during the follow through.  Fernando’s 
grip is relaxed and the head of the racket is pointing toward the 
sky. His left shoulder is almost opening backwards and his eyes 
are following the path of the ball. 
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•	First	class	dog	grooming!
•	The	very	best	brands	in	all-natural	
dog	and	cat	food!

•	Toys,	treats	&	accessories!
•	We	love	to	make	cats	and	dogs	
happy	and	healthy!

24140 Hwy 290, Suite 200
Cypress, Texas 77429

(281) 256-9364

Family Owned and Operated
www.naturaldawgcuisine.com

12312 Barker Cypress @ 290 • 281-256-9800

Attention Retailer:
Please note that Hallmark has developed new brand identity standards, which are
reflected in the logos provided on this page and in the ad slicks. We suggest you have
your store name reproduced in 18 point Gill Sans regular and your address in 10 point.
Please do not run the Hallmark logo along with your store name. The layout is designed
to incorporate the logo in a specific graphic manner.

Note: Hallmark colors are Gold (PMS 130) and Plum (PMS 268).

Rachael’s

Family Owned and operated since 2000
www. facebook.com/RachaelsHallmark *Not to be combined with any other offers or used on sale merchandise

any $10 purchase
$2oo OFF

Easter Sunday is
April 20th

expires 4/15/14

Texas A&M University Traditions Council to speak to 

NORTHWEST HARRIS COUNTY
AGGIE MOM’S CLUB

Northwest Harris County Aggie 
Moms to Award Scholarships 

Please join us for the Northwest Harris County Aggie 
Mom’s Club monthly meeting on Tuesday, April 8, 2014 
at 7:00 p.m.  at the Houston Distributing Company, 7100 
High Life Drive, conveniently located near Willowbrook 
Mall at the intersection of High Life Drive and Cutten 
Road.  You will want to find out which deserving students 
will be awarded the 2014 scholarship awards and learn 
how these scholarships impact the Aggie experience.  
NWHC Aggie Moms Club members will also vote on 
which Texas A&M student organizations they would like 
the club to support. All meetings are open to the public 
and prospective students, current students and Aggie 
families are always welcome! 

Mark Your Calendars!
Parents Weekend- April 11-13th-Parents’ Weekend is a 

cherished Aggie tradition honoring Aggie moms and dads 
since 1919. Among the many weekend activities is the 
popular Aggie Moms’ Boutique, a gift and craft fair held 
on April 11 and 12 in the Memorial Student Center at 
Texas A&M. Check out our booth! We will be selling our 
Tradition beads! For more information on the scheduled 
parents weekend events go to  http://parentsweekend.
tamu.edu/node/38.

Aggie Muster-April 21st- Aggies around the world 
will join together for Muster to honor Aggies who are 
no longer among us. Muster is a day celebrating the 
camaraderie and the friendships, the triumphs and the 
defeats, the legacies and the impact that Texas A&M 
University has made, and continues to make, in all of our 
lives.   This year, the NWHC Aggie Moms will join the 
CyFair A&M Club at Sterling Golf Club,16500 Houston 
National Blvd, Houston, TX 77095 at  5:00 PM for this 
time-honored tradition. For more information go to 
http://www.cyfairags.org/cy-fair-aggie-muster/

The Northwest Harris County Aggie Mom’s Club meets 
August thru May on the second Tuesday of every month 
at 7:00 pm at 7100 High Life Drive.  Refreshments are 
available at 6:45! For more information on monthly 
speakers or upcoming events visit our website at www.
nwhcaggiemoms.org  or contact Shannon Eberle, Club 
President at clubpres2012@gmail.com. 
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DISCLAIMER: Articles and ads in this newsletter express the opinions of their 
authors and do not necessarily reflect the opinions of Peel, Inc. or its employees. 
Peel, Inc. is not responsible for the accuracy of any facts stated in articles submitted 
by others. The publisher also assumes no responsibility for the advertising content 
with this publication. All warranties and representations made in the advertising 
content are solely that of the advertiser and any such claims regarding its content 
should be taken up with the advertiser.
* The publisher assumes no liability with regard to its advertisers for misprints or 
failure to place advertising in this publication except for the actual cost of such 
advertising.
* Although every effort is taken to avoid mistakes and/or misprints, the publisher 
assumes no responsibility for any errors of information or typographical mistakes, 
except as limited to the cost of advertising as stated above or in the case of 
misinformation, a printed retraction/correction.
* Under no circumstances shall the publisher be held liable for incidental or 
consequential damages, inconvenience, loss of business or services, or any other 
liabilities from failure to publish, or from failure to publish in a timely manner, 
except as limited to liabilities stated above.

The Ranch Review is a private publication published by Peel, Inc. It is not 
sanctioned by any homeowners association or organization, nor is it subject to the 
approval of any homeowners association or organization, nor is it intended, nor 
implied to replace any publication that may be published by or on behalf of any 
homeowners association or organization. At no time will any source be allowed 
to use The Ranch Review contents, or loan said contents, to others in anyway, 
shape or form, nor in any media, website, print, film, e-mail, electrostatic copy, 
fax, or etc. for the purpose of solicitation, commercial use, or any use for profit, 
political campaigns, or other self amplification, under penalty of law without 
written or expressed permission from Peel, Inc. The information in the newsletter 
is exclusively for the private use of Peel, Inc. 

Bashans Painting
 & Home Repair

• Interior & Exterior Painting
• Hardi Plank Installation
• Wood Replacement
• Sheetrock Repair
• Interior Carpentry
• Cabinet Painting
• Wallpaper Removal and  
  Texturizing
• Pressure Washing
• Fence Repair/Replacement

Commercial/Residential
Free Estimates

281-347-6702

References Available • Fully Insured
NO PAYMENT UNTIL COMPLETION

281-731-3383cell

bashanspainting@earthlink.net

• Garage Floor Epoxy
• Custom Staining
• Roofing
• Gutter Repair/Replacement
• Faux Painting
• Door Refinishing
• Window Installation
• Trash Removal
• Ceiling Fan/Light Fixtures

PROOF
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__school_amount__ schools in the __city_1__ area!
Call 1.800.PRIMROSE or visit 

www.primroseschools.com to find your 
neighborhood Primrose School.

__school_name_1__
  __phone_1__

__school_name_2__
  __phone_2__

__school_name_1__
__school_name_2__
__school_name_3__

School Name
Address | City, State Zip | Phone

Educational Child Care For Infants through Private Kindergarten 
and After School

Engage minds and hearts 
will follow.

At Primrose, you’ll discover a childhood education 

approach unlike any other. Our proprietary, 

accredited curriculum assures that children are 

nurtured emotionally, physically and intellectually.

Primrose School of Barker-Cypress
16555 Dundee Road  |  Cypress, TX  77429  | 281-225-0123 

www.primrosebarkercypress.com

Each Primrose School is privately owned and operated. Primrose Schools and The Leader in Educational Child Care 
are trademarks of Primrose School Franchising Company. ©2008 PSFC. All rights reserved.

NOT AVAILABLE
ONLINE
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308 Meadowlark St.
Lakeway, TX 78734-4717

“If you are buying or selling a home and would like answers, guidance, 
and service from a person you can trust: Call me”

HOW MUCH 
IS YOUR 
HOME 

WORTH?

View all available listings at:
www.ServingNWHoustonTX.com

Jackie Spiro, ABR, SFR

832.443.1162
832.220.1240

Realtor Associate RE/MAX Lakeland

Cell

Office

JackieSpiro@remax.net


