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Landscape Committee Update:  The landscape 

committee and Board are working with an 
arborist to develop a plan for trees in the 
Village Creek (VC) Common areas (often 
called “reserves”).  In addition, they are 
working on a plan for the Spring Cypress/
Village Creek Trail entrance. 

Tree Diversity:  As part of the plan, it 
is likely that some trees which replace the 
oaks will not be oaks.  The arborist has 
advised us that if VC is ever exposed to a 
serious oak disease, it would be catastrophic.  
In short, the plan will be to diversify our trees 
as time goes on.  We will pass along ideas which 
apply to residents’ trees as we learn them.

Hint:  Remind your children that trees and shrubs in common 
areas are not mature enough for climbing. 

Tree Stakes:  Many tree stakes are still around trees in yards.  
In most cases, stakes are not required after the first year.  As time 
goes on, these become VERY difficult to remove.  

Vegetables:  Warm weather has arrived, so get those warm 
weather plants in the ground as soon as possible.  Large tomatoes 
have a short season here, so plant them soon (last month would 
have been better).  Consider cherry tomatoes too, as they tend 
to survive the summer heat well.  Placing mulch around plants, 
such as tomatoes, will help keep the soil cool for a bit.  Plant 
tomatoes deeply to provide better root growth.  Remove leaves 
before burying that part of the stem.  This is the month to plant 
okra (which we enjoy, and it is a star performer here) and sweet 
potatoes (which also grow really well and are tasty).  Add some 
fertilizer for most plants. 

By Gordon R. Watson
LANDSCAPE CORNER

Perennials and Annuals:  Divide clumps and 
remove old growth now.  Plant warm season 
perennials and annuals.  Plant bulbs now.  

This is the time to plant annuals, though 
many of us prefer to stick with the less 
labor-intensive perennials. Plant some 
sunflower seeds now.  Keep the seeds 
moist until they are well established.   For 
the very large sunflowers, plant the seeds 
12” apart rather than a few inches…as the 
seed package suggests.  Plant a few extras 

in a pot in case some don’t germinate, but 
most will.

Trees, Shrubs, and Vines:  Those trees, 
shrubs, and vines that have been dormant have 

awakened for their spring, summer, and fall show.  Prune 
lightly if required.  Oaks probably shouldn’t be pruned this 
month because of the potential for disease transmission.  Fertilize 
trees and shrubs in late winter before growth begins.

Roses:  According to the Texas Gardener, April is the peak 
season for roses.  When the rose flowers fade, do a light pruning 
(deadheading) to remove the old blooms.  Add ¼ cup fertilizer 
to each plant soon after…to encourage new growth.  

Lawns:  Healthy grass is your best defense against weeds.  
Apply lawn fertilizer after the second mowing.  Use a fertilizer 
with 3-1-2 or 4-1-2 ratio of nutrients, applying 1 pound of 
nitrogen per 1000 of square feet of lawn area (from Texas 
Gardener Magazine).   Make sure you are getting sufficient water 

(Continued on Page 3)
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IMPORTANT NUMBERS

EMERGENCY NUMBERS or 911
CenterPoint-Gas Leak .........................................713-659-3552
Constables Office .................. 281-376-3472, www.cd4.hctx.net
Klein Fire Dept.  .................................................281-376-4449
Poison Control Center ........................................800-764-7661
Willowbrook Methodist ......................................281-477-1000
EMERGENCY 24 HOUR LINE .......................281-537-0957
(select 'emergency' option)
SCHOOLS
Tomball ISD  .....................281-357-3100, www.tomballisd.net
Willow Creek Elem (K-4)....................................281-357-3080
Northpointe Int (5-6) ..........................................281-357-3020
Willow Wood Jr (7-8) .........................................281-357-3030
Tomball High (9-12) ...........................................281-357-3220
Tomball Memorial High School ..........................281-357-3230
Transportation .....................................................281-357-3193
HOA MGMT
Preferred Management ........................................281-897-8808
 Patti Tine ......................................... patti@preferredmgt.com
 Fax  ..................................................................281-897-8838
 Mailing: P.O. Box 690269 Houston, TX 77269

Village Creek Community Association Website:
www.preferredmgt.com/villagecreek/home.asp

SERVICES
CPS .....................................................................713-626-5701
CenterPoint-Gas..................................................713-659-2111
Dead Animal Pick up ..........................................713-699-1113

Domestic Violence ..............................................281-401-6250
FBI ......................................................................713-693-5000
Harris County Animal Control ...........................281-999-3191
Houston Chronicle .............................................713-220-7211
Sweetwater Pools .................................................281-988-8480
Lost Pets ...http://www.preferredmgt.com/villagecreek/home.asp
Municipal District Services (24 hrs) ....................281-290-6500
Reliant–Street lights ............................................713-923-3213
  .......................................www.centerpointenergy.com/outage
Sex Offenders .......................................www.familywatchdog.us
Comcast - Cable/High Speed Internet .................713-341-1000
Republic Waste ....................................................713-849-0400
 Trash pickup Tues/Fri
 Recycling Fri (only newspapers/#1 & 2 plastics/aluminum cans)
Yard Stork  .........................................kpuente@garygreene.com
NEWSLETTER
Editor
Jerry Gabbert ............................................ jgabbert@gmail.com
(Deadline is the 5th of each month)
Publisher - Peel, Inc. ............................................512-263-9181
Advertising ...............advertising@PEELinc.com, 888-687-6444
RESIDENT BOARD MEMBERS
Tom Brogan ..............................................................................
Sharon Gabbert .........................................................................
Russell McMurtrey ....................................................................
Laura Domangue ......................................................................
Guy Gibson ..............................................................................
Website ..............................www.preferredmgt.com/villagecreek



Copyright © 2014 Peel, Inc.	 Village	Creek	Community	Newsletter - April 2014     3

The Village Gazette

10408 Rockley Rd. Houston, TX 77099

www.swlifeguards.com  |  employment@sweetwaterpoolsinc.com  |  281.988.8480

Check us out!

TIME TO START THINKING ABOUT SUMMER!

WE ARE HIRING!
LIFEGUARDS

 ASSISTANT MANAGERS
MANAGERS

OFFICE STAFF 
 LGI’S 
WSI’S

MARCH SAVINGS APRILSAVINGS

$25 OFF
DISCOUNT CODE: MAR14
VALID: MARCH 1-31, 2014

$15 OFF
DISCOUNT CODE: APR14
VALID: APRIL 1-30, 2014

Our heaters worked hard this winter, and now they will work 
hard during our warm summer. There really aren’t many things 
that need to be done to maintain air conditioners and furnaces, 
but a few are pretty much necessities. Change filters at least 
once a year or more depending on your lifestyle and family size.  
A good way to determine if a filter needs changing is to look 
through it at a bright light. If you cannot see the light, the filter 
should be changed.

Yearly, or at least every few years, add a cup of Clorox (liquid 
bleach) to your air conditioning condensate line (in the attic) 
to prevent clogging from biological growth. Normally, the place 
you pour it is a vertical white PVC pipe (usually capped) in the 
drain line leaving the air conditioning unit in the attic.  Use a 
funnel and eye protection. If the fan is on, air will be coming out 
of this pipe. You absolutely don’t want to drip chlorine bleach 
down over the furnace. It is VERY corrosive to paint, metals, 
and electronics. If you aren’t sure what to do, you may want to 
hire someone to do this. If left undone, it is likely that (within 

Home Repair Thoughts
by Gordon R. Watson

(Continued on Page 4)

five to ten years) the line will clog and overflow. The worst case 
is that a secondary drain will not work or a connection will 
fail, and you will end up with water damage to a floor, ceiling 
or wall.  Most homes here drain the condensate to the sanitary 
sewer, so you normally will never see the condensate.  If you see 
water dripping out of one of the pipes outside, it is likely that 
you have a clogged primary drain. The problem must be fixed 
or damage may occur.

The condensing unit coils outside should be cleaned every 
year or so. While this is a fairly simple operation (explained 
on YouTube), electricity and water are involved, so most of us 
should leave it to the professional.  

This is a reminder that if you are having smoke detector 
problems such as alarms going off even though you have recently 
replaced batteries, you may need to replace the entire smoke 
detector. Most detectors should be replaced every ten years. They 

14223 FM 2920 @ 249 Bypass • 281-255-8300

Attention Retailer:
Please note that Hallmark has developed new brand identity standards, which are
reflected in the logos provided on this page and in the ad slicks. We suggest you have
your store name reproduced in 18 point Gill Sans regular and your address in 10 point.
Please do not run the Hallmark logo along with your store name. The layout is designed
to incorporate the logo in a specific graphic manner.

Note: Hallmark colors are Gold (PMS 130) and Plum (PMS 268).

Rachael’s

Family Owned and operated since 2000
www. facebook.com/RachaelsHallmark *Not to be combined with any other offers or used on sale merchandise

any $10 purchase
$2oo OFF

Easter Sunday is
April 20th

expires 4/15/14

Annual Easter Parade 
and Egg Hunt

Watch your e-mail for final day and time as we are putting 
the final touches on the Easter Celebration at Village Creek 
the weekend of April 12th & 13th.

Hey Village Creek…want to take a look at past 
Village Creek Gazette Newsletters? 

Go to http://www.peelinc.com/newsletter.php?newsletter=VC 
and you can download any issue going back to 2004.

HOW TO FIND PAST NEWSLETTERS
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Bashans Painting
 & Home Repair

• Interior & Exterior Painting
• Hardi Plank Installation
• Wood Replacement
• Sheetrock Repair
• Interior Carpentry
• Cabinet Painting
• Wallpaper Removal and  
  Texturizing
• Pressure Washing
• Fence Repair/Replacement

Commercial/Residential
Free Estimates

281-347-6702

References Available • Fully Insured
NO PAYMENT UNTIL COMPLETION

281-731-3383cell

bashanspainting@earthlink.net

• Garage Floor Epoxy
• Custom Staining
• Roofing
• Gutter Repair/Replacement
• Faux Painting
• Door Refinishing
• Window Installation
• Trash Removal
• Ceiling Fan/Light Fixtures

13422 Grant Rd. | Cypress, TX 77429

Cypress 281-370-8022The Woodlands 281-363-1962
10700 Kuykendahl Rd. | The Woodlands, TX 77381 

w w w . fl a h e r t y s fl o o r i n g . c o m

*** Must present coupon at time of purchase. Limit 1 per customer.
Discount on Material Only. Not valid with any other offer or discount.

See Store for Details. Expires 5/15/2014

$100 OFF
(Your Flooring Purchase of $1500 or more)

to those areas which tend to grow weeds rather than grass.  If it 
doesn’t rain, you will need to irrigate your lawn. 

A reminder:  Strongly consider leaving your grass clippings 
on the lawn.  

Our arborist strongly advises against using a combination lawn 
weed and feed product because these products cannot distinguish 
between weeds, trees and bushes. 

Mulch:  Keep 3 or 4 inches of mulch in all planted areas to 
keep the soil cool and to minimize water loss.  Above all…mulch 
greatly reduces weeds.

APRIL’S WEATHER FROM INTELLICAST.COM

AVERAGE 
LOW

DEG. F

AVERAGE 
HIGH 
DEG. F

RECORD
LOW

DEG. F

RECORD
HIGH
DEG. F

AVERAGE 
PREC.

INCHES

AVERAGE 
SNOW

INCHES

57 78 33 59 3.85 0
(1987) (1963)

Landscape Corner(Continued from Page 2)

Until next time, Happy Gardening!

The Village Creek Landscape Committee.

don’t last forever, and they have saved many lives. 
One small, easy to fix, problem homes commonly have is that 

people forget that the screws holding door handles on tend to 
loosen over time. Use a phillips screw driver and tighten them 
up every five years or so. It takes just a moment to tighten 
these two screws.  

It is quite common in our home that TV, camera, and 
computer cables are not long enough. Extensions or longer 
cables can usually be purchased (locally or on line) which will 
solve this problem. You can generally find pretty much any 
cable product you can imagine these days. Often less expensive 
cables will work just fine. We recently bought a new computer, 
and the front USB connector was not appropriately placed for 
our situation. I found a short 90 degree connector/extension 
which solved the problem completely.  

By the way, a consumer’s magazine recommends against high 
priced speaker cables. This has been my experience as well. I 
once used a high price speaker cable on the back of a television. 
The connectors were so tight that, when I pulled the cables 
off, the permanent television connectors came with the cable.  

Home Repair (Continued from Page 2)
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iWatchHarrisCounty.com

iWatch
Harris County.
DoYou?
Send Crime Tips from the Web or Your Mobile Phone.
Anywhere, Anytime. Anonymously.

What is iWatchHarrisCounty?
iWatchHarrisCounty is a mobile crime watch
tool that you and your neighbors can use to
report suspicious or criminal activity. It’s a

proactive, hands-on, partnership between you,
the citizens of Harris County, and the Harris

County Sheriff’s Office (HCSO). 

Why should I report these 
behaviors and activities?

You are the eyes and ears of your community.
Your awareness of suspicious behaviors and

activities and reporting it to the police can help
solve crimes or prevent crimes. 

What should I report?
Give as many details as possible,

for example:
√ Time of day

√ Where it happened
√ What you witnessed

√ A description of individual(s) involved
√ Was there a vehicle?

Color and license plate number?
√ Have you seen this activity before?

There are four ways to report:
√ Report online at iWatchHarrisCounty.com

√ Text a tip to 1-855-HCSO-iWatch 
(1-855-427-6492)

√ Use the downloadable app found on
iWatchHarrisCounty.com

√ Call 1-855-HCSO-iWatch  (1-855-427-6492)

If you have an emergency
and need the police immediately
do not use iWatchHarrisCounty, 

call 911.

If you see something, 
say something.

A simple observation, a single report 
can help solve or prevent a crime.

If one person can make a difference, consider
what an entire community can do.

I Watch Harris County. Do You? 
Adrian Garcia, Sheriff 

see something say something
Harr is  County Sher i ff ' s  Off ice  ~  1200 Baker  St . ,  Houston,  TX 77002 

Susp ic ious  Ac t iv i ty  Repor t ing  ~  1-855-HCSO-iWatch  (1-855-427-6492)

iWatchHarrisCounty 
applications are available 

for a wide range of smartphones,
visit iWatchHarrisCounty.com.
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At no time will any source be allowed to use The Village Gazette's contents, 
or loan said contents, to others in anyway, shape or form, nor in any media, 
website, print, film, e-mail, electrostatic copy, fax, or etc. for the purpose of 
solicitation, commercial use, or any use for profit, political campaigns, or other 
self amplification, under penalty of law without written or expressed permission 
from Peel, Inc. The information in The Village Gazette is exclusively for the 
private use of the Village Creek HOA and Peel, Inc.

DISCLAIMER: Articles and ads in this newsletter express the opinions 
of their authors and do not necessarily reflect the opinions of Peel, Inc. 
or its employees. Peel, Inc. is not responsible for the accuracy of any facts 
stated in articles submitted by others. The publisher also assumes no 
responsibility for the advertising content with this publication. All warranties 
and representations made in the advertising content are solely that of the 
advertiser and any such claims regarding its content should be taken up 
with the advertiser.
* The publisher assumes no liability with regard to its advertisers for misprints 
or failure to place advertising in this publication except for the actual cost 
of such advertising.
* Although every effort is taken to avoid mistakes and/or misprints, the 
publisher assumes no responsibility for any errors of information or 
typographical mistakes, except as limited to the cost of advertising as stated 
above or in the case of misinformation, a printed retraction/correction.
* Under no circumstances shall the publisher be held liable for incidental or 
consequential damages, inconvenience, loss of business or services, or any 
other liabilities from failure to publish, or from failure to publish in a timely 
manner, except as limited to liabilities stated above.

832.557.9370
AndyWegner@AWegnerRE.com

www.AWegnerRE.com
Twitter: @AWegnerRE

Facebook: andy.wegner.714

Andy Wegner
realtor®

Village Creek Resident

©2014 Better Homes and Gardens Real Estate LLC. Better Homes and Gardens® is a registered trademark of Meredith Corporation licensed to Better 
Homes and Gardens Real Estate LLC.  Equal Opportunity Company. Equal Housing Opportunity. 

Each Franchise is Independently Owned and Operated. 

2014 Spring Festivals & Events
April 4 - 13 | 47th Houston Int’l Film Festival ................................. WorldFest.org
April 5 - 6 | Houston Ultimate Women’s Expo ......................................HoustonWomensExpo.com
April 5 & 6 | Katy’s Home for the Holidays Spring Gift Market .......HomeForTheHolidaysGiftMarket.com
April 6 | Houston Barbecue Festival ......................................................houbbq.com
April 12 | Japan Festival .........................................................................713.963.0121
April 12 | 2014 Houston Amazing Pet Expo .................................. Reliant Center
April 12 | Earth Day Houston, Discovery Green ............................EarthDayHouston.org
April 12 | 8th ‘Art in the Park’ at Elizabeth Baldwin Park ................MidtownArtInThePark.com
April 12 - 13 | 19th Bayou City Cajun Festival ................................. TradersVillage.com
April 12 & 13| 50th Annual Bluebonnet Festival, Chappel Hill .......ChappellHillMuseum.org
April 25 - 26 | Freeport Riverfest 2014 .......................................... FreeportRiverFest.com
April 25-27 & May 2-4 | 28th Texas Crawfish & Music Festival  .....TexasCrawfishFestival.com
April 26 | San Jacinto Day Festival & Battle Reenactment ............SanJacinto-Museum.org
April 26 - May 4 | Houston International Festival. ........................ iFest.org 
May 3 | 14th Houston Dragon Boat Festival ................................... HoustonDragonBoat.com
May 3 - 4 | Keels-Wheels at Lakewood Yacht Club in Seabrook ....Keels-Wheels.com
May 10 | Art Car Parade ................................................................ OrangeShow.org
May 16 - 18 | 41st Pasadena Strawberry Festival ...........................StrawberryFest.org
June 7 | Caribbean American Heritage Festival ............................ caribbeanheritagetx.org
July 4 | 2014 Freedom Over Texas................................................. freedomovertexas.org
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