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It’s May.  And in Texas, May means backyard barbeques, pool 
parties and summer just around the corner. May also means 
National Water Safety Month and an opportunity to tell parents 
that drowning is the number 1 cause of accidental death for 
children under 5, yet it is PREVENTABLE!  Last year, more 
than 82 Texas children lost their lives to a fatal drowning while 
many more survived a non-fatal drowning incident.

 I am the Executive Director of Colin’s Hope, a Texas water 
safety and drowning prevention nonprofit organization.   6 
years ago, when my daughter Ella was 3, I didn’t worry about 
drowning. She took swim lessons. We loved the pool, the lake 
and the beach. We spent long hot summer days keeping cool 
in the water. I worried about bike accidents and car accidents 

and falls from the monkey bars.  Then, 4 year old Colin Holst 
drowned in a busy public pool with lifeguards on duty and 
family and friends close by.   My daughter went to preschool 
with Colin. This was a wake up call that drowning could 
happen to my family too but I knew nothing about water safety. 
Thankfully, Colin’s family turned their tragedy into triumph and 
formed Colin’s Hope to raise water safety awareness to prevent 
children from drowning. Colin’s Hope has accomplished so 
much already but the work is far from being done because 
children are still drowning quickly and silently in bath tubs, 
pools, open water, toilets and even buckets..   

DROWNING IS FAST AND SILENT. 
KEEP KIDS IN ARM’S REACH.

ROUND ROCK NEW NEIGHBORS 
Women Welcoming Women for Fun & Friendship since 1978

Call us about our next luncheon to be held May 14th from 10:15am – 1:00pm
June through August we will have our Summer Coffees in Members Homes

Members Also Enjoy: Lunch Bunch, Canasta, Movies, Mah Jongg, Walk & Talk,
Volunteering, Girlfriends’ Happy Hours, Scrabble, Wine Tasting, Bridge, Day Trips,

Foodies for Fun, Book Discussion, Bunco, Mexican Train Dominoes & more!

Whether you are new or lived here for years, WE WELCOME YOU!

Visit our website www.RRNewNeighbors.org.
For more information & a Newsletter, call Pam at 512-487-8249.

(Continued on Page 3)
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 Peel, Inc. ...................... www.PEELinc.com, 512-263-9181
 Advertising........advertising@PEELinc.com, 512-263-9181

ADVERTISING INFORMATION 
 Please support the businesses that advertise in The Forum.Their 
advertising dollars make it possible for all Forest Creek residents 
to receive the monthly newsletter at no charge. If you would 
like to support the newsletter by advertising, please contact our 
sales office at 512-263-9181 or advertising@PEELinc.com. The 
advertising deadline is the 8th of each month for the following 
month's newsletter.

HEATING & AIR CONDITIONING

NO TRIP CHARGE! NO SERVICE FEE! 
NO HIDDEN CHARGES!

WE OFFER A FULL LINE OF RESIDENTIAL 
& COMMERCIAL HEATING & AIR

CONDITIONING SERVICES!

• Air Conditioning & Heating Repair
• Complete System Replacement
• Duct Repair & Replacement
• Ductless Mini Splits
• Preventative Maintenance Plans

$20 OFF $250 OFF
YOUR NEXT

SERVICE CALL
SYSTEM

REPLACEMENTS
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Water is NOT safe.  Water will never be completely safe BUT 

there are simple things you can do and small behavior changes 
you can make that can help your family to be safeR around 
water. Read on and invest a few minutes of your time.  Think 
about it---we take 20 seconds every time we get in the car to 
buckle our babies into car seats to keep them safeR. We spend 
countless minutes reminding our kid to put a helmet on before 
they pedal off to keep them safeR on bikes and scooters.  We 
do these small behaviors over and over because we know they 
can help prevent tragedies.  Why wouldn’t you also add layers 
of protection to prevent a water related accident?

Below are 10 simple things you can do NOW that will add 
water safety tools to your parenting toolbox (and to your your 
pool bag) and help prevent your children from drowning. 

1. Take and share the Colin’s Hope water safety quiz (http://
www.colinshope.org/quiz), it could save a life!

2. Talk to your kids about water safety and tell them to NEVER 
get in water without an adult Water Guardian (that’s YOU or 
another adult).

3. Understand that DROWNING is FAST and SILENT. 

Drowning (Continued on Page 3)

4. Be a Water Guardian. Keep Kids in Arm’s Reach when near, 
in and around water.

5. Enroll in formal swim lessons and learn to swim.
6. Ensure that your pool and your neighbors pools are fenced 

and have self latching/ locking gates.
7. Weak and non-swimmers should wear a U.S. Coast 

Guard approved and properly fitted life jacket NOT water 
wings or floaties.

8. Teach kids to stay away from pool drains to avoid entrapment.
9. Learn CPR
10. Visit www.colinshope.org and learn more water safety tips, 

volunteer or donate.
Please share this life saving water safety information with your 

friends and family as we prepare for another long, hot Texas 
summer.  Together, we can achieve the vision of a world where 
children do not drown!

In the words of Colin Holst--Have the Best Day Ever!
Alissa Magrum 
Mom, Colin’s Hope Executive Director, Lover of Water, Water 

Safety Advocate
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Paul & Jan Gillia 
Knowledge,  

Integrity, &  
Hard Work. 

512-388-5454 • pgillia@austin.rr.com
www.homeselect360.com

The Home Select Team Makes All the Difference! 

Do Not Pay 6% To Sell Your Home!
Our full service listings are now 4.5%. We get results!

Call or Email Before You List!

Join the Go Mitch Go Foundation in the fight against 
childhood blood cancer by participating in the first annual Keep 
Fighting Run Festival

10k presented by Storm Guard of Austin, Saturday, May 
3. All proceeds from the festival will go to the Go Mitch Go 
Foundation to support lifesaving cancer research.

Formally known as the Fighting Blood Cancers 5k, the Keep 
Fighting Run Festival is one of four annual events in Austin to 
offer a 10k distance race. The race will take place at John Gupton 
Stadium in Cedar Park, Texas, at 7 a.m. on Saturday, May 3, 
and will also feature a 5k and Kids K, and offer registration for 
both teams and individual runners.

Unlike the Fighting Blood Cancers 5k, which took place along 
the trail at Decker Lake, the Keep Fighting Run Festival will take 
place on a predominantly paved route making races accessible 
to runners of all ages and experience levels. The flat course also 
promises athletes the opportunity to set new personal records.

Once registered, all runners have the opportunity to fundraise 
for Go Mitch Go through a personal fundraising page provided 
by the foundation. All funds raised via these fundraising portals 
will support cancer research at the Leukemia and Lymphoma 
Society, the MIT David H. Koch Institute for Integrative Cancer 
Research and other partner organizations.

The Keep Fighting Run Festival is a USA Track and Field 
sanctioned event and will count toward all national runner 
rankings. Awards will be given for male and female overall 
winners, as well as male and female winners of first, second and 
third place in each age bracket. Corporate teams competing 
against each other will also be recognized for most money raised 
and most runners on a team.

To learn more about the Go Mitch Go Foundation, visit www.
gomitchgo.com.

Find more information about the Keep Fighting Run Festival 
and register at www.gomitchgo.com/keep-fighting-run-festival.

About Go Mitch Go
The Go Mitch Go Foundation was founded in 2009 to 

honor the legacy of Mitchell Graham Whitaker, who lost his 
two-year battle with Acute Lymphocytic Leukemia at the age 
of 10 in 2007. Mitchell’s last words, “Keep fighting,” have 
become ingrained in the foundation which funds lifesaving 
cancer research by supporting endurance athletes as they train. 
Committed to finding a cure for childhood blood cancers, 
raising awareness and assisting families battling cancer, Go 
Mitch Go has raised almost $900,000 since 2007 to fund 
cancer research through the Leukemia and Lymphoma Society 
and other partner organizations.

Go Mitch Go Announces New 
Keep Fighting Run Festival 10k 

Benefitting Blood Cancer Research, presented by Storm Guard
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STAY AWAY 
FROM 

DRAINS 

CHECK POOL 
& HOT TUB 

FIRST

CONSTANT
VISUAL

SUPERVISION

MULTIPLE
BARRIERS

AROUND WATER

LEARN CPR
& REFRESH 

SKILLS YEARLY

KEEP BACKYARDS
& BATHROOMS

SAFER

RULES

STAY
AWAY

LEARN
TO

SWIM

WEAR
LIFE

JACKETS

Volunteer - Donate
COLINSHOPE.ORG

Ongoing:
Ongoing:  Colin's Hope Athlete Ambassadors needed. 
Now-June 21: Donate $30, get a free Schlitterbahn ticket.  

2014
May 

Calendar

Keep your children and families safe in, near and around all bodies of water.

May is  National Water Safety Month
Volunteers needed to stu� & distribute water safety packets.

DROWNING IS FAST & SILENT
KEEP KIDS IN ARM’S REACH

WATER SAFETY TIPS AT
WWW.COLINSHOPE.ORG

info@colinshope.org
www.tinych.org/AthleteAmbassador

www.tinych.org/tickets
 Otter Spotter Day Storytime at Backwoods Austin from 10:30am-11:30amMay 5th:

Take our Water Safety Quiz. www.colinshope.org/quiz/

LAYERS OF PROTECTION CAN PREVENT DROWNING

BE SAFER
AT THE
BEACH

VISIT
US

ONLINE
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Our instructors lead kids through unique, hands-on learning 
workshops using LEGO® bricks, motors and remote controls.

Half-day camp sessions for kids aged 5-12 
Register online before May 31 and save $20! 
Use promo code: 5344853CCD8EC 

2014 BRICKTASTIC CAMP THEMES: 

BRICKS 4 KIDZ 
CREATIVITY CENTER

La Frontera Village
220 Sundance Pkwy, Suite 300 
Round Rock, TX  78681

(512) 388-9003
Bricks4KidzATX

www.bricks4kidz.com/atx

LEGO® is a registered trademark of the LEGO® Group of companies which does not sponsor, authorize or endorse these programs. 
© 2014 Bricks 4 Kidz

Miners and Crafters
Digital Comic Creator
Bricks and Crafts... Just for GIRLS 
Star Battles & Space Adventures 
Stop-Motion Animation
Animal Brickology
Extreme Expedition
... AND MORE !

ARE YOU READY TO BUILD FUN?

We have a CHALLENGE for your 

LEGO®enthusiast

BIRTHDAY PARTIES     AFTER SCHOOL     FIELD TRIPS     SCOUT WORKSHOPS

 Come explore at the Circle C Community Center 
or attend DSISD camps at Rooster Springs!

A Great Place to Learn, Build & Play!

Property Tax Season is Here
The history of property taxes dates back at least as far as ancient 

Egypt.  Thousands of years later, property taxes were enacted in 
Texas in order to support the new republic.  The property tax 
system that Texans know today is vastly different from what it was 
even a few decades ago.  The modern Texas Property Tax Code is 
full of complex details, most of which have little bearing on the 
average homeowner.  However, there are a few key details that 
every property owner should know.

The Travis Central Appraisal District will be sending out 
Notices of Appraised Value in mid to late April.  This notice 
contains important information worthy of review.  Perhaps most 
significant is the appraised property’s value for 2014.  This figure 
is the appraisal district’s opinion of property value as of January 
1, 2014.  

The appraisal district arrives at the appraised value using mass 
appraisal techniques, which is why it is unlikely that you have ever 
seen an employee of the district physically inspecting your house.  
These mass appraisal techniques, while widely accepted, often 
result in values that do not represent true market value, or values 
that are higher than those of similar properties.  Homeowners 

can successfully protest and lower their appraised values in either 
of the aforementioned scenarios.

Property owners should be keenly aware of the protest deadline.  
This deadline is generally May 31, but can vary based on the 
timing of weekends and the date that the appraisal district sends 
out notices.  The protest deadline should be clearly stated within 
the Noticed of Appraised Value.  If this deadline is missed, the 
opportunity to lower your 2014 tax burden is greatly reduced.

One of your most important rights as a taxpayer and landowner 
is the right to protest your property’s appraised value every year.  
The early Texans that founded our great state would be astonished 
to learn that today, less than 20% of property owners protest 
their appraised values.  If you fall in the 80% of individuals that 
do not protest, you owe it to yourself and the fighting spirit of 
Texas’ founding fathers to reevaluate that decision this year when 
you receive your 2014 Notice of Appraised Value in the mail.  

Want to lower your property taxes?  Visit FiveStoneTax.com or 
call 512.833.5829.   Five Stone Tax Advisers is Travis County’s 
most successful property tax representation firm.

- Full Service Animal Hospital
- Boarding
- Grooming
- Vaccines
- Surgical facilities
- Dentals and other preventative care

Forest Creek
Animal Hospital

Clifford H. Peck, D.V.M.
Amber Breclaw, D.V.M.

Lisa LaBry, D.V.M.
Amy Kunze, D.V.M.

2715 Red Bud Lane
Round Rock, TX 78664

512.238.PETS [7387]
www.forestcreekvet.com

Monday-Friday 7-7
Saturday 8-12
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The Forum is a private publication published by Peel, Inc. It is not sanctioned by 
any homeowners association or organization, nor is it subject to the approval of any 
homeowners association or organization, nor is it intended, nor implied to replace 
any publication that may be published by or on behalf of any homeowners association 
or organization.  At no time will any source be allowed to use The Forum's contents, 
or loan said contents, to others in anyway, shape or form, nor in any media, website, 
print, film, e-mail, electrostatic copy, fax, or etc. for the purpose of solicitation, 
commercial use, or any use for profit, political campaigns, or other self amplification, 
under penalty of law without written or expressed permission from Peel, Inc. The 
information in the newsletter is exclusively for the private use of  Peel, Inc. 

DISCLAIMER: Articles and ads in this newsletter express the opinions of their 
authors and do not necessarily reflect the opinions of Peel, Inc. or its employees. Peel, 
Inc. is not responsible for the accuracy of any facts stated in articles submitted by 
others. The publisher also assumes no responsibility for the advertising content with 
this publication. All warranties and representations made in the advertising content 
are solely that of the advertiser and any such claims regarding its content should be 
taken up with the advertiser.
* The publisher assumes no liability with regard to its advertisers for misprints or 
failure to place advertising in this publication except for the actual cost of such 
advertising.
* Although every effort is taken to avoid mistakes and/or misprints, the publisher 
assumes no responsibility for any errors of information or typographical mistakes, 
except as limited to the cost of advertising as stated above or in the case of 
misinformation, a printed retraction/correction.
* Under no circumstances shall the publisher be held liable for incidental or 
consequential damages, inconvenience, loss of business or services, or any other 
liabilities from failure to publish, or from failure to publish in a timely manner, 
except as limited to liabilities stated above.

NOT AVAILABLE
ONLINE

 

 

*  Repaints -
    Interior, exterior, and much more 
*  Free on-site estimates 
*  Established company for 17 years
*  BBB member
*  Painting, staining, and popcorn ceiling removal 

Please contact Robby Chapman at
512-632-5990 with D&W Painting, Inc.
or by email - robby@dwpainting.com

We look forward to helping you
create your perfect home!

YOUR HELPING PAWS, LLC 
Pet Sitting Services - We Come To YOU! 

Complete Pet Care By Competent Pet 
Lovers When You Can’t Be There 

512-897-8379 

•  Care for Fur Babies & More: Dogs, Cats, Birds, Rabbits, 
Fish, Turtles, Snakes, Hamsters & even Chickens! 

Ø Traveling? 
Ø Stuck at the Office? 
Ø Just On The Go? 

•  Dog Walks, Potty Breaks, A Game of Catch 
•  Cleaning Litter Boxes 
•  Special Needs Care / Surgical Aftercare / Medications 
•  You Get - Daily Updates, Pictures/Texts, Peace of Mind 
•  Your Pet Gets – Excellent Care + LOTS OF TLC ! 

10% New Client Discount! 
(with this ad) 

 
10% discounts EVERYDAY for all 

Police Officers, Fire Fighters, EMS 
Responders, Teachers, Active Duty 
Military Personnel, and Seniors over 

65 
 

YourHelpingPaws@gmail.com       
YourHelpingPaws.com 
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Let us help you 
Grow your next

512.263.9181
Contact Us Today!

Or Visit

peelinc.com


